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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date_May 3, 1968

| RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS,currently incarcerated Whitfield
County Jail, Dalton, Georgia,advised that he has spant time in
prison on two or three occasions with JAMES EARL RAY, CURTIS
advised he first became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY in March
-1955 at the Jackson County Jail, Kansas City, Missouril. He
stated RAY was incarcerated at ths Jackson County Jail on

Post Office burglary charges &8nd had just recently been relecased
from prison in Menard, Illinoils, prior to his incarceration at
Jackson County. CURTIS at the same time was under arrest for
armed robbery and bank robbery In the Missouri area. During
this period, CURTIS stated he and RAY were cellmates for
approximately six to seven months. While cellmates, CURTIS

L]

recalled that RAY had a close friend, name unrecalled, who
visited him while RAY was at the Jackson County Prison., This
friend had been a former cellmate of RAY when RAY was Iincarcerated
at Menard, Illinois. . CURTIS never actually saw this man but

knew that RAY had severalvisits from one particular individual,
This man kept RAY in spending monecy while RAY was in Jackson

County Jall and in CURTIS' opinion this individuzl would harbor
RAY if RAY were on escape,

CURTIS went on to say that RAY had another close
friend, name unrecalled, of Italian descent, apparsntly a
"pbig man" in the syndicate. This Italian had apparently
operated with RAY in the past and both he and RAY had engaged
in handling stolen Postal money orders and travelers checks,

After six or seven months as cellmates at Jackson
County Jail, RAY was sentenced to three years on the Post O0ffice
burglary charges and transferred to Leavenworth Federal Penitentla:
Two weeks later CURTIS received a 16-year sentence for bank robter:
and also was sent to Leavenworth., Whille confined at Leavenwcrth
together, RAY spoke of no girlfriends and correspondsd with hone .
to the best of CURTIS' knowledge. Whille in Leavenworth, LAY
mentioned that he "operated” frequently out of Quincy, Illincis,
By "operatad", RAY meant "engaged in burglary and payroll jcbe.”

CURTIS

caid that while he and RAY were incarcerated thor
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enéaged in crooked poker games and took fellow prisoners

for money. In the opinion of CURTIS, RAY was a good poker
player and an excellent card handler. During this incarceration
RAY mentioned underworld and hoodlum connections, names unrecalled,
in Chicagoe, Detroilt, Tampa, and the Tijuana, Mexico area.
CURTIS want on to say that after serving seven to eight months with
RAY at Leavenworth he was transferred to the United States Penitentiar]
Atlanta, Georgia. CURTIS served six to seven years in ths United
Sttes Penitentiary, Atlanta, and in June 1962 was released butb
sent back to the Missouril State Penitentilary, Jefferson City,
Missourl, to serve time on armsd robbery charges. While in the
state penltentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, CULTIS agailn
was incarcerated with JAMES EARL RAY, On occasicns they were

in the same cell together in "B" Hall and 'C" Hall, They served
together from 1962 to 15666. While in "B" and "C" Halls they
were together in a three-man cell with a thlrd individual whro
CURTIS said ecould verify the following facts but whom CURTIS
refused to identify.-but whom CURTIS refused to identify:

CURTIS stated that during this incarceration Pre sident
JOHN F, KENNEDY was assassinated and word from the outside filtered
into the prison that this was probably a censplracy. Word cane
in that KENNEDY had a "bounty" on his head. CURTIS w2s unable to
give further details on the "bounty". He saild in 1963-1064
Dr. King's mcvements became one of the topilecs of ccnversation at
the state penitentiary. Word got around to the inmates that the
"KK of the South" who apparently went to businessmen and had raised
approximately a million dollars, had a 'bounty" with ths money on
KING's heced. CURTIS was unable to give further detalls or
information regarding "KK of thz South",

CURTIS said that from 1962 to 19
release RAY mentionzd at least a dozan tim
about a "bounty" on President KENNEDY's hez
he would have mdde every e¢fflort $o collect
apnroximately a dozen Uimes in the presence of CUKDTIS
out in Gme and 17 KING was gtill alive he would like
Tbounty'! on KING". B&AY never mentioned whom he would con
get thls "bounty" but CURTIS advised the criminal element
hor¢to concact such peonle.

CURTIS went on ©o say that the above
KING made by RAY were heard by the third ccllmz
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; In eddition CURTIS stated that RAY had a friend
in New Orleans, Louisiana (FIRST NAME UNKNOWN) COIN (phonetic)
who was apparently a "fence". This man was well connected

with the hoodlum element, however, was quite o0ld and in the
opinion of RAY was in 1955 at least 55 to 60 years of age. In

the opinion of CURTIS this individual would definitely harbor

RAY. CURTIS knew no close friends or assoclates of RAY,

RAY, allegedly through prison grapevine, had a wife but thils

was never mentioned by RAY, CURTIS said, howxever, a few prisoners
mentioned family connections. While in prison RAY also mentioned
gambling in Los Angeles, California. No specific place in Ios
Angeles as to the gambling was mentioned. RAY in CURTIS!' opinion
was a "high 1liver" when cutside and would associate with
prostitutes takinz one from fowun to town,

RAY with regard to KING's killing indicated he would
make all rules and would in all probability demand the "bounty"
money be pubt in a bank. RAY mentioned thiece foreign countries,
which he had learnEd about and which CURTIS assumed RAY would go
to if out of the United States. These foreign countries were
New Zealand, Brazll, and Switzerland. CURTIS wag of the opinion
that not over three people would be involved in the actual
assassination., It would have been wall planned with diversionary
measures and in thz opinion of CURTIS a second individuzl, not
RAY, would have driven the getaway car to Atlanta as a
diversionary maasure.

CURTIS sald he would not testify to the above facts
because 1f he did testify to this information he would fear for
his 1life.
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Copy to:

Report of:
Date:

‘UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF.STICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SA ALAN G. SENTINELLA Ofic: Atlanta, Georgia
May 17, 1968

Field Office File #: AT 44.2385 Bureau File : 44-38861

Title:

|

|
Charactes:

Synopsis:

JAMES EARL RAY,

I0 Number 4182

WF Number 442-A

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING,. JR., -
VICTIM

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID
CONFINEMENT - ROB3ERY

Results of FRI Laboratory examination of 1ltems
obtained from 1966 Mustang and during search of subject's
room set forth. F¥ilbers on several items in Mustang could
have come from bedsprcad in which rifle previously Jlocated
In Memphisg, Tenn., was wrapped. One latent {lngerprint on
map of Mexico located in room determined ildentical with a
latent fingerprint on above rifle and binoculars also
located in Memphis. Reinterviews of "GALT's" landlord did
not produce information of significance. Landlord identiflied
photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as being photograph of individual
known to him as "GALT." Operator of neighborhood laundry
used by "GALT" identified photograph of RAY as being good
likeness of "GALT." 1Interviews with LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA
and RAYMCND LOUIS CURTIS previously incarcersated with RAY
set forth. Unable to suzgest subject's whereabouts. IN
VIEW OF CRIME FOR WHLICH SUBJECT SOUGHT, HE SHOULD EBE

CONSIDERED AhmsD AND DANGLEROUS,

- P -
DETAILS:

This document contalns nelther recommendautions rnor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its ccntents are not! to be distributed outside yzur agency.

¥ U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967-0-273-878
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A. Re 1966 Ford Mustang

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



REPONT
of tue

imic _ LABORATORY __#&__

FEDERAL DUREAU OF IVESTIGATION
WASHIIIGTON, D. C. 20535

To‘ N % vy gy Y . Date:
rﬁx y Homphis e ’\Apl L1 19, :E'gco
i ..‘.:“\J.Jud
o Lab. No. -
Ref- R A “ ° = Y vu')’f 17 BB
\ NL0G05623 Jn
. ’ FC=ALGHH KB X8
| PC-ASG56 LS
| r LS
PC-A53D3 1S

PC-L5800 KS

Specimens received3 /19 /03 when personally delivered by
SA A, T, MNiller, from FBI, Atlanta (PCABG27 1Z KS;
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through G153, QLG0 o j.u are clthor too limited in anount
or too nizgd with niscallancsus delxds to be of value for
significent compor 5 0y than foz elinination puwyposes,

; The solls {rom the coar were different from E20 and
44 thwouzh X5I in phryoical characiteridstics and composition
and, therciore, did not come Irom the sources of K30 and 44
through KiD.

o soil of voluc for cnificant compuarison was found
on (33 throucsh G100 o in the v""vvm sweepd ings, S nci;a 15 Q1ll4d
throuch Q117. 7The wmincral debris in Q114 thzor'n 0117 consists
witure of miscellancous patorials
al debvis of pppavent sizgnificance

of typical car floor cebris; a mi
fron numerous sourcss, 1o nine
was Iound in GLli4d thyough C’l?

| he serapings from under tho glove comparimont, G189,
do'not contain bl@a&.

he as water,.
sny alecohols = S WNOS iudwuicld vash vere ident
this gpeciuen,
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B. Re Search of Subject's Room
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REPOTT

Gfthe '.'
L—<=:1?;;3:§§=r 5
.._—3___. LABORATORY .__&_
FEDZRAL BUNEAY 6F HIVESTIRATION
/ ' VLL) 33?3&?&3, b. C. 204535
‘FBI Memphis (44-1987) © pate: April 23, 1968
: FBI File No. 44~-38861

| MURKIN o Leb.No.  D-560880 JK
‘ PC~-A5688 1%

Speclmi:ns recefved 4/16/68

Q174 Booklet entitled "What is the John Birch Society"
Q175 Gulf 0il Company map of Atlanta .
Ql76 "“Arrow'" map of Greater Atlanta
Q177 Box of Nabisco Saltine Crackers

Q178 Jar of French's Mustard
Q179 Coffee cup

—-Ql80 Vater glass
Q181 Small can of Carnation Evaporated Milk
Q182 Jar of Maxwell House Instant Coffee
Q183 Box of '"C & H" Sugar
Q184 One knife (Forgecraft)

Q185 One National's Citation pencil
Q186 Vire electric cup heater :

- Q187 One portable Zenith television model #N 2205-=6
Q188 Jar of Kraft's Catalina French Dressing
Q189 Package of Golden Grain California Lima Beans
Q180 Can of "Iris" ground black pepper
Q191 Box of five National's Citation pencils
Q122 Gulf map of Southeastern USA-

Q193 Shell map of Texas and Oklahoma

Q194 Map of Mexico -

Q195 Map of Los Angeles published by Mitock & Sons

Q196 1Map of Los An"e]es (Atlantic Richfield Co,)

Q197 Shell map of Louisiana

Q198 Map of California

Q199 Enco map of Arizona and New Mexico

Q200 Standard 0il map of Birmingham and vicinity

Q201 Tie (Brown with brown, blue and silver diagonal stripes)
Q202 Pair of grey trousers

Q203 Booklet entitled "Your Opportunities in Locksmithing"

12
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Result of examination:

: Examination of Q176 ("Arrow'" map of Atlanta) revealed
the followinz markings: In area numberl?, ink lines were noted on’
Daniel Street between Arbor Avenue and Boulevard Drive; in area
number 03 an ink circle approximately 3/8 inch in diameter the
center of which would be anpr zimately on Auburn Avenue at Courtland;
in area nuwoer‘lé, two ink circles which are approximately concenurlc
with diameters of aboat 1/4 inch and 1/2 inch, The centers of the
two circles lie approximately at the intersecection of Simpson Road
and Paines; in area number 09 an ink cirecle approxinately 1/2 inch
in diameter and the numeral 10 were noted. The center of this
circle lies aporoxnmwo ly on 1l4th Street between Crescent Avenue
and Pezachiree Road; in area number €8 an ink circle approxinately
3/8 inch in diameter appears, The center of this circle is
approximnately at the neeting place of Highland View and Ponce de
Leon Terracc° B . ‘ T g R

H

The notqtlons setout below were observed on Q1956

("Aulantlc Richficld Co." street map of Los Angeles.') On the
top of that side of this man which comntains the alphabetical

street listings 2 small pencil circle was noted in the "Van Nuys

DleTlCt” Qt tno 1ﬁbersectlon of Buffalo Avenue and Oxnard Street,

On the 11rve map on the other side of this map the
following markings were noted in the Beverly Hills area. Two
vertical lines in ink at the east end of the park which is located
at Clympic Boulevard and Heath Avenug; vertical 1lines in ink at
San Vicente Boulevard and lMasselin Avenue; an ink line running
between the two vertical lines previously mentioned generally
follcvinv Pico Boulevard and Packard Street; an ink line extending
the vertical lines at the park along Olympic Boulevard to Alired
-Street.

: . An ink line at the intersection of Beverly Glen
Boulevard and Voodruff; an ink line at the intersection of Beverly
Glen Boulevard and Warnall Avenue, :

Also noted was an ink marking at Sunset Boulevard and
Palm Drive,

i
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Ink parentheses were noted around the words '"Somma Way'"
and “"Rocca P1l'" which are located in Stone Canyon,
The pair of trousers, specimen Q202, is old and soiled,
The lining and pockets are yellowed, the two front pockets have
holes in them and the edge of the left front pocket is threadbare,
The trousers have a '"NEEDLECRAFT" label, The waist is 34.1/2 '
inches and the inseam is 26 inches, A name handwritten in black
on the right rear pocket is probably a cleaners mark, This name
appears to be "Z SOLOFF;'" however, the last two letters are not
clear, No invisible cleaners marks were found on Q202,

Several brown to dark brown head hairs of Caucasian
origin were found on the trousers and in the pocket debris,
These hairs are different from the hairs from the Mustang and
Memphis scene, It was concluded that they did not originate from
the same source, No hairs were found on the Q201 necktie,

No fibers were found on the Q202 trousers or on the Q201
necktie that could be assdtiated with cloth items previously
:submittced in this casec, .

No marks or labels were found on the Q201 necktie,

Examination of the other items describéd above -
disclosed no other pertinent information,

The submitted evidence has been retained,
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e FEDERL BUREAU OF gggjgsimms@aa
¥ ¢ REPORT
IDENTINCATION  DIVISION

i
LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

YOUR FILE NO. 44-2386 April 19, 1968
FBI FILE NO. 44.-38861

LATENT CASE NO. 91075

TO:

SAC, Atlanta

-
L‘E’ MURKIN

{
|
ReFerence:  Letter 4-15-68

EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY:, At].anta.

SPECIMENS: .
_ Portable TV and numerous items from storage

room in Rooming House at 113 Fourteenth Street,
Atlanta, Georgia, Q174 through Q200, and Q203

Six latent fingerprints and one latent impression,
which may be a fingerprint, impression of lower joint of a
finger, or partial palm print, were developed on map of Mexico,
Q194. No other latent impressions of value found or developed.

One of the latent fingerprints on the map is identical
with the latent fingerprint previously reported on the rifle, Q2,
and with the latent fingerprint previously reported on binoculars,
Q14. Other latent prints on the map compared with latent prints
previously reported in this case, but no identification effected.

bver, Director
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SAC, Atlanta April 19, 1968

Results of laboratory examination and disposition
of specimens subject of separate report.

\ This report confirms and supplements Butel of
4-17-68.
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' \ II. PRESENCE OF SUBJECT IN ATLANTA
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AT 44-2386

A. Reinterviews Of Landlord
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FD-307 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATICN

Date APTil 30 1968

JIMMIE DELTON GARNER, 107 - 1l4th Street, N,E,,
Atlanta, Georgla, was. interviewed at his place of employment,
The Vista Cafeterlia, 1052 Northside Drive, N.W., Atlant,
Georgla,

At the outset of the interview, GARNER acknowledged
that he had been on a prolonged "drunk" since about Friday,
April 19, 1968, and was at the time of the interview in the
throes of a "terrific hangover." GARNER explained that he
has had a continual drinking problem for the past few years
in that he has from time to time "gone on drinking sprees"
for perlods lasting several days in duration.

GARNER at this time acknowledged that he was
previously on one of his "drunks" from a period beginning
about March 22, 1968 through about March 30, 1968 which
included the first week that the man known to him as ERIC S,
GALT resided at the rooming house operated by GARNER at
113 - 14th Street, N,E., Atlanta, Georgla.

GARNER said that despite his being in the throes
of a "hangover" resulting from his most recent drinking
binge, he now felt able to again recount his recolletions
of his contacts with "GALT", GARNER provided the following
information: :

GARNER began drinking in his room at 107 - 1l4th
Street about Friday, March 22, 1968, On Sunday afternoon,
before darkness (exact time unknown but possibly between
3:00 and 4:00 p.m.) the man whom he later knew as ERIC S.
GALT appeared at GARNER's door. GARNER said he now believes
the door to his room was open, and that he (GARNER) was
sitting in a chair in his room in a drunken condition.
GARNER recalls that "GALT" inquired regarding obtaining
a single room. At the time the rooming house at 113 -
14th Street, N.E. had been closed for sometime possibly
three or four weeks. This rooming house had been closed
because it had become "infested with 'hippies'" and the

On
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only way he could get them to move from the rooming house was

to close it up., When "GALT" asked for a single room, there

was no single room available in the rooming house at 107 - 14th
Street, N.E. so he decided to put "GALT" in the rooming house at
113 -~ 14th Street, N.E. Accordingly, "GALT" was the first
roomer in this rooming house for several weeks,

GARNER now recalls that "GALT" produced a partly
consumed quart or fifth size bottle of vodka. This bottle was
square in shape but the brand name :could not be recalled, He
believes he may have had a drink with "GAIT" in his (GARNER's)
room at 107 - 1l4th Street, N,E., after which he accompanied

"GALT" to the rooming house next door where he showed "GALT"

room number 2. When "GALT" stated that the room was quite
small, GARNER opened the door connecting with room number 4
which is utilized normally as a storage room and which s no
windows, GARNER told "GALT" he could use the connecting room
and at this time there was some mention made that "GAIT"
would put his television set on the d esXkX .in room number 4
as well as other articles belonging to "GALT", GARNER recalls
that the connecting door is equipped with a hasp and padlock
and that he (GARNER) upon unlocking and opening this door,
replaced the padlock, (inlocked) on the hasp. GARNER said he

did not see the television or other items belonging to "GALT"
at this time and has no clear recollection of ever seeing any
of "GALT's" possession prior to "GALT's" departure from this
address, _

GARNER also recalls that "GAIT" left the partly
consumed bottle of vodka with GARNER and that after showing
"GAIT" to his room, GARNER returned to 107 - 14th Street, N,E
where he continued to drink.

He said the vodka bottle .was undoubtedly thrown
away in the trash,

_ GARNER states that he is unable to recall any of the
conversations he may have had with "GALT," When specifically

‘asked whether "GALT" had stated how he happened to pleck this

particular rooming house; where he had come from; whether he
had made 1nquiries about places to eat, laundry and drycleaning
fadcilities or service to his automobile, GARNER sald he cannot:
recall any conversation concerning these or similar matters,
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He reiterated that his contact with "GALT" on this occasion is very
hazy because of his intoxicated condition, '

At this point, GARNER stated that informaticn previcusly
provided to Agents concerning having obtained "GALT'S' name at
the time of initial contact was probably erroneous because ke
now recalls that he did not have "GALT'" write his name at this
time but that this was done a week later on March 31, 1968, when
"GALT" paid GARNER for a secord week's rent in advance.

GARNER said that he continued his drinking arctivities

on through the week of March 24, 1968 .and did nrot begin to

sober up until the following weekend., He cannct clearly rccall
any of his actions during this week but has a hazy recollection
of going to "GALT's" room at 113 - 14th Street, N.E. about
Tuesday night and of again having scme drinks with "GALT" in this
room, He states that he cannot recall any of the conversations
with "GAIT' at this time and he does not recall observing ary of the
items that might have been in room number 2, He deces noi recall
why he happened to go to the room but suspected that he may have
been "checking the building" and just dropped in to visit with
"GALT " when he discovered he was in the room, He believs2s this
was Tuesday night, March 26, 1968, but is not sure of this.

' CARNER also statad that sematime during the first
possibly on Wednesday, he recalls walking acrgss the strest

his residence to Post2l Sub Station C for the purpnse of huying
scme envelopss, He said that he was still in a drunken

coadition but hazily rscalls encountering a young wman approximately
20 years of age in fronit of the Post Office who cddvessed GARNIER

by name, This unknown individual asked GARNER a quastion to the
effect "Who was ths man X savw you with last night in ibe

white Mustang?" GARNER said this suvggested to him that ke had
possibly gone with'GALT™ somewhere in "GALT's'" autowobils while

ke (GARNER) was dead drunk but although be kas tried to recall
such an incident, be cannot recall ever being in "GALT's™ car,
GARNER was specifically questioned at this pont as to whether ke

has any friernds or acquaintances residing in the vicinity of
Highland View Street, Ponce de leon Terrace and Barnett Streant,
N.E, GARJER said that ke did not know anyone in that rnaighborhood
and cannot recall having visitsed that neighhurhood on any cccasion
in the recent past.
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Several efforts were made to encourage GARNER to
recall additional infecrmation concerning the unknown man who
questioned him concerning being in the white Mustang, but
he repeatedly stated that he just does not know this person but
tat it is possibly someone who has been a patron at one of the

restaurants vaich GARNER has operated in the past,

GARNER recalls no further contact with "GALT" until
Sunday, March 31, 1968, At this time GARNER had "bsguu to
sober up' and went to the rooming house at 113 -~ 14th Street,
N.E. to check the rcoums., He said he does this frequently to
be sure that the "hippies™ have not again invaded these prenises,
On this occasion, he encountered "GALT" in thehkall, At this
time, "GALT" said "he might as well pay him for another week.,"
GARNER said that he did not enter "GALT's" room at this time
but picked up a2 envelo pe which was lying on the table
in the hall and it was at this time be had "GALT" print his
mme thereon with the view of transferring the name to his
permarent records when GARNER returred to his own rocm, GARNER
said he knows he was paid in cash but does mt recall the denomixation
of the bills or any further coanversation with "GALT" at this ting,

- GARNER said that he remained in a sober cocandition from
March 31 until the bezinning of his wost recent drinking srpree
on April 19, 1968, He is, accordingly, sure that be did not
see "GALT'" again after he was paid on Sunday, March 31, 1968&8,
He said he may have seen "GALT's'" automobile parked in the
rear of 113 - 1l4th Street, N.E, at varicus times during the
veek, but could not be positive and does not recall any
specific dates, He noted that he dess not recall ever seaing
“"GALT's" car parked in the parking lot kekind the rocning house
vhen GARNER returned frem his restaurant to 14th Street abouti
4:00 p.m, He said tkat whken and i2 he saw thke car, it is his
best recollection that it would bkave been during ths early
morning hours when he left to go to the restaurant or possibly
late in the evening, He stated ke retains tke iunpression that
"GALT" left the rocming house scauetime in the porming and ‘
would not reiturn until quite late in the evening., He concedsd
that it is pessible that the car may bave baen absent from the
rooming house for periods of itwo or,three days wkile "GALT" s3s
a tenant there, '
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CARIER related ¢hat on Friday, April 3
went to his restaurant at 1052 Rorthside Lrive, I w.
5:30 in the morning., He remained at that restaurant
10:00 a,m, at which time he returned to the roexning uO&u
on l4th Street for the purpose of getting the liren ready to be
picked up by an employee of the Atlanta Linen Company which
performs the laundry services for GARNER, GARKER stataed thkag
when help is available, he usually takes one of the female
employees from the restiurant when ke goes to the rooning
houses on Friday to chauge the linen, He recalled, howsver,
that cn Friday, Apil 5, 1968, he was 'short of kelp"” at the
restﬂurant and, accordlnvlv went alore to get the lipen., K
believes he could have arrlved at the rocring -houss he
10:00 and 10:30 a,n. at which tire the driver for
Linen -Company was waitl g for him, GCARNER szid bx wont i
all of the occupiedyrocms and took the liren frawmiie bads
Upcn entering room nurber 2 at 113 - 14th Street, N.E.,
observed that the bed was made up but from the appearbnne
the bed it looked as though soumesone had been lying on top
the spread, He found on tOp of the bed a note possibly wr:
on a piece of cardhboard of thsz type placed in shiri by %
laundry., This noteé was apparently from "GALTT Znd althoug
he cannot recall the exact wording, stated S0
effect that "GALT" had to go to Birminghan an
in about 2 week *o pick: up his tslavisicn dmd/«:
GARNER said he tossed the nete in the wasie can i
obtained the linen from the bad which ke tuz
emp1oyee of the Atlanta LJ 1en COnpany.

While in the rcom, he cbserved that the doer
connecting room number 2 and the adjsacent storage ;
locked but ke did not enter the recm at this i
what property had been left there by 'GALT',
he did enter the room and noted that a television
room along with miscellaneous items which ke camnnot
recall that were lying on the desk in the room,

: GARNER said thkat he has not received any word
conslunication from "GALT' concerning the properts
He cannot recall sesing "GALT" 121 to any of
at either of the rooming houses and lmows nothing
of "GALT's" activities while he vesided at tuis
certain that "GALT" did not mention having besn ro
rooning house by anyone and feels tkat he would blv
even though he was in an intoxicated exndition during
portion of the tine "GALT" resided there.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) ‘ I

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

5/7/68

JIMMIE DELTON GAUNER, 107 - l4th Street, N.E,,
Atlanta, was interviewed at his place of business, 1052
Northside Drive, N.,¥W,

GARNER specifically was asked regarding any
discussions he may recall with the man whom he knew as ERIC S,
GALT concerning drugs and/or narcotics. GARNER replijed that
he could recall no conversation with "GALT" concexrning these
matters and can recall nothing to indicate GLT was using drugs
or narcotics,

| GARNER also was asked specifically whathexr he recalled
any conversation with "GALT" concerning racial matters., GARNER
said he cannot recall any such conversation,

GARIWER reiterated information previarsly furnished
that the only conversation with GALT was the one on March 31,
1868, at which time he was paid for an additional week's
rent, Fe again stated he is positive he did not encounter "GALT"
at 113 - 14th Street, N,E,, on Friday, April 5, 1968, when he
GARNER, went to that .address to remove the dirty linens to be given
to the laundry man,

GARNER said PERRY LEE ZACKERY, the cook at Garner's
Cafeteria, and another employee at the cafeteria, went to the
rooming houses on 1l4th Street on the afternoon of April §,
1968, to make up the bads, He cannot recall thé identity of
the woman who accompanied ZACKERY, but knows only it was a
Negro female whom le had picked up to work in the restaurant
as a dishwasher, I2 noted that during the past several
weeks, he has had numerous different women working at the
restaurant, andcannot specifically recall which one was working
on April 5, 1968, He suggested that EDNA JACKSON, who resides
at 646 VWhitaker Street, might have been the woman who
accompanied PERRY ZACKLERY to clean the rooming houses on
April 5 1968.

21

5/1/68 o Atlanta, Georgia File # _Atlanta 44-2386

A JOHY k., OfDEV:lCC 8
by 5 it Date dictated 5/3/68

This document contitins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Date qu 9: 1968

JIMMY GARNER, 107 1l4th Street, Northeast, was
shown a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY in which he was wearing
a sult, white shirt, and fore-in-hand tie. He stated this
.1s the best likeness he has seen to date of RAY and stated,
"If not him, it's his twin brother.

GARNER stated he has contlnued to try to recall
additional information concerning RAY and his brilef stay
, at 113 1l4th Street, Northeast; however, he has been unable
| .to recall any additional information.

AR
On 5/6/68 at _Atlantas, Georgla _  pie= __Atlanta 44-2386
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date May 9, 1968

E Mrs. ESTELLE PETERS, Piedmont Laundry, 1168
Peachtree Street, Northeast, was shown a photograph of
JAMES EARL RAY in whlch he 1s wearling a dark suit, white
shirt, and fore-in-hand tie. She stated she believes the
photograph of RAY in which he was wearing a bowtle is a
better likeness, however, stated the more recent photograph
in which he 1s wearing a fore-in-hand tle looks older and
the eyes and nose appear very similar.

She stated she has been unable to recall any
addltional information concerning the individual whom she
knew as ERIC S. GALT.

i
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! On April 24, 1968, SAs JAMES RICHARD FLICK,

' JOSEPH G, SHEA, and JACK T. BEVERSTEIN interviewed LEWIE
RAYMOND DOWDA, an 1inmate at the Cobb County Jall, Marietta,
Georgia. DOWDA advis ed he was formerly incarcerated at the
Missourl State Prison, Jefferson City, Missouri. He stated
while at the Missouri State Prison, he was acqualnted for
-approximately three years with JAMES EARL RAY, a fellow
inmate. DOWDA advised he was released from the Missourl
State Prison on December 23, 1966, and JAMES EARL RAY was
stlll incarcerated. He stated he had been the chlief cook
at the Missourl State Prison and RAY worked as a bread
slicer.

DOWDA advised RAY was the type person the other
inmates did not "mess with." He described RAY as a "loner"
who usually initlated the conversation 1f he wanted to talk
to anyone. He stated that RAY spoke in a mild, low tone and
when angry would speak even softer., He stated he had never

~known RAY to become excited and shout. To his knowledge,
he has never known RAY to smoke. He stated RAY had a failr
complexlion, whilch was blotehy, having plmples around the
lower portion of his face. He stated RAY had a rash on the
right side of his head during the entire time he had known
RAY and RAY would scratch this rash., He stated this rash
was very noticeable due to the type of haircut in the
Penitentiary and RAY put some type of salve on this rash,
He stated RAY's hair was lightly streaked with gray. He
advised the only scar he can recall which RAY had was a
large burn scar on his forearm, side unrecalled. He
stated this scar was located near the wrist. He stated
RAY had dingy teeth.

DOWDA advised RAY always talked about "running
around” in St. Louls, Missouri. He normally talked about
two glrl friends, one of these he had met at the Gaslight
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(a bar) located in either St. Louis or Kansas City. DOWDA
stated the other girl was a girl RAY had met around the
college at Columbla, Missourl, and it was his 1mpression
this girl had worked in a tavern there.

DOWDA advised RAY, while in prison, wore a ring
on his left hand which was made at the Penitentlary,
having been made from white metal with raised initials.

He stated RAY never smiled, bubt when he smiled, it looked
like a smirk, Fe advised RAY was clean and not sloppy

in his dress. He described RAY as an avid reader and
consldered RAY to be inteslligent. He advised RAY partic-
ipated in softball games as a pnltcher and would watch all
of the bvaseball games at the Peniten tiary,; however, he

had never heard RAY speak of professlonal baseball.

DOWDA .stated that some time in 1966, a group
of Black Muslims had petiticned for the right to have
their own religilous services., He stated the Muslims would
congregate in groups and that a subseguent search of the
Negro crisoners nhad uncovered a large cache of weapons.
DOWDA stated the white prisoners then armed themselves and
there was a ric%t at the prison. DOWDA stated three Negro
prisoners were killled. DOWDA sftated he would not say RAY
lad knifed these Negro priscrers, but did say that if RAY
had not knifed them, he definltely krew who had killed them.

DOWDA stated RAY cdefinltely was a racist and
hated Negrces. He stated RAY had made the statement ang
firmly belleved that alil the Negro prisoners 1lnslde the
Penitentlary should be killed. He stated RAY had on
several ozcasilons made the statement that Lf the price were
right, he would kil MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DOWDA stated
he does not recall ever hearing anything which would indicate
a "contract" was out for the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING.
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DOWDA advised he would not be surprised if JAMES EARL RAY
was the murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, however, he does
not believe RAY would have killed KING without being

pald for 1it.

DOWDA stated approximately four months before
he, DOWDA, was released RAY had attempted to escape from
the Missourl State Prison by going out of the prison behind
the ovens in the nrison bakery. He stated RAY was appre-
hended and RAY had broken his arm in this escape attempt.
He stated RAY had talked about escaplng from the Penitentlary
prior to thls. DOWDA advised he doces not believe RAY returned
from maximum securicty confinsment prlor to DOWDA's release
from prison.

DOWDA stated while in prlson, RAY was particularly
intereot d in Western muisic. He statzd he does not recall
RAY ever maptloning erything about dancing. He stated that
during this period a number of orchestras from the Lake of
the Ozarks had played at the State Priscn and RAY would
never miss these pexformances. He stated RAY often talked
about plannirg to go to the Lazke of the Ozarks when he got
out of priscn. DCWDA stated he would have no idea who RAY

would cchtact at the Lake of the Ozarks, but stated if he
were to look for RAY thers, he would first £ind out who was
selling dope and through this person, locate RAY. He stated
RAY had talked a®out beling cin dope prior to being in the
Missourl State Prison. He advised RAY had to have an out-
slde source of income while in prison inasmuch as RAY's

dope habit was coating RAY $35 to $40 a week for shots and
RAY appeared to be well ffxmd, never wanting for anything.

DOWDA extimated RAY spert $15 to $20 a week for
personal convenliepnces., FHe stated RAY, while in prison,
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used amphetamine, taking the shot in the "main line." He
stated RAY would take two to three shots a day. He stated
RAY never lacked for money, but had no idea of RAY's source
of income. DOWDA stated he 1s certain RAY was not selling
amphetamine to other priscners, stating he has known RAY

to glve free amphetamine to prisoners who needed a shot.
DOWDA denied that he himself had ever taken any shots, bufb
admitted he has taken pills. DOWDA claimed he and RAY
were not engaged in the sale of amphetamine at the Missourl
State Prison,

DOWDA stated that HAROLD SCHAEFER, Guard on the
gate in the kitcher of the Misgourl State Prison, was very
close to JAMES EARL RAY and it was DOWDA's understanding
that SCHAEFER was RAY's source of amphetamine. He stated
BENJAMIN 0. GOODIN was a civililan 1in charge of the kitchen
and he is certalin GOODIN was not connected in any way with
the bringing of amphetaTiﬂe inzo the prison. He stated
while GOODIN was friendly with RAY, he understands 1t was
GOODIN who had disclosed RAY's hiding place when RAY had
attempted to escape in 1966,

DOWDA adviscd one NEIL ABBY (phonetic) was RAY's
closest friend in the Missourl State Prison and was respon-
sible for bringing RAY intc the kitchen. He stated ABBY
at this time was chlefl cook at the prison. He believes
ABBY was serving tlime for breakling into a drug store and
he dces know that dope was connected with ABBY's offense.

He stated ABBY had a detalner on him as he was an escapee
from the State of Texas. DOWDA does not know whether or not
ABBY 1is p“eseﬁllv in custody bhut does not balleve he 1is
presently in the Missourl State Prison.

He stated RAY had another friend, one DONALD DEAN
RIGGER. Ee stated RIGGER was from California and RIGGER's
wife was a psychiatrist at the Napa State Hospital, which
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1s located north of San Francisco, California.

DOWDA advised that RAY and cther inmates that might
have DOWDA's address would have a Route 1, Sanford, Florida,
address, and would not know that he is presently In Marietta,
Georgla. He stated his father, STEVEN C, DOWDA, presently
resides at 110 South Chandler Street, Deland, Florida, and
that anyone inquiring for him at Sanford, Flecrida, would be
sent to Deland; Florida. DOWDA claims he has not been
contacted by RAY and has heard nothing to indicate RAY has
attempted to contact him., He stated RAY had talked about
traveling over all the United States, but had never mentloned
anything which would indicate RAY was assoclated wilth any-
one in the Atlanta, Georgla, area. DOWDA stated the only
other prisoner he knew who was from the State of Georgila,
who was an inmate at the Misscurl State Prison was one
JERRY WHITE from Calhoun, Georgla. He advised WHITE had a
Federal detalner against him and btelleves WHITE is still
incarcerated at the Missouri State Prison.

DCWDA advlised he had wade a trlp to California in
November of 1967, and that he and his wife had spent
Thanksgiving Day visilting her uncle, BOB GRAHAM, who resldes
at Palos Verdes, California. He staftaed GRAHAM is Regional
Manager for 1IBM in that area. He stated that he and his wife
had stopped at Jefferacn City and while there, contacted a
Missouri State Prison guard, Mr., "PETE" PETRIE, He stated
he had not made any ilpqulry concernling RAY and was not
aware that RAY had escaped. He stated he had not made any
inquiry concerning 3nmates inasmuch as his wife did not know
he was a former inmacte of the Missourl State Prison. He
stated he had stopped in the Kansas Cilty, Missourl, aresa
and attempted to lozate PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., who had been
in the Missouri State Prison as PAUT. ALVIN CARTER. He
stated LAIL rad been released approximately a year before
he had and that they had agreed to attempt to get together

33
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after thelr release from prlison. He stated LAIL worked in
the license shop at the Missouri State Prison and although
he was acqualnted with RAY, he dld not believe LAIL was a
particularly gocd friend of RAY. He stated after hls return
from California, he was contacted by PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR.
He stated LAIL owns a home at 34 Barbodos Drive, Palm
Springs, West Palm Beach, Florida, Telephone Number 965-
4221, He stated LAIL in February of 1968 was out of a Jjob
and had come to Marietta, Georgla, looking for employment.
He stated LAIL had come to Marietta, Georgla, with hils

wife and a small baby and had resided with DOWDA for
approximately cne and one-half weeks, leaving approximately
two or three days after DOWDA was arrested, DOWDA having
been arrested on March 4, 1968.

DOWDA advised he could recall nothing else concern-
ino RAY which might assist in his location, but 1in the
event he remembered anything additliocnal, he would contact
the FBI,
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA JANES RICHARD FLICK on April 25, 1968 at Marietta,
Georgia:

LEWIE RAYLIOND DOWDA was interviewed at the
®bb County Jail, Marietta, Georgia, where he was incarcerated
and provided the fcllowing informatlon regarding JANES
LARL RAY:
\
L . OWDA advised after the interview with agents
on APril 24, 1968, he recalled that he had also baen
enployved by Liggett -Lane (phonstic) Drug Company at Tenth
and Paachtr=se Strezts, Atlanta, G“orgla. DOWDA advised
he was cemployed therzs aa the nanhrmr in the soda fountain
department., DOWDA ﬂoviﬂeﬂ that h2 had learn=ad previcusly
that ths subjcct, JANES HARL RAY, had hz2en seen in Atlantna
and thougit nossibly he might have cone loolking for DOWDA.
DPJDA atated he had no idea whather or not RAY might hove
been aware of his employment, but stated there was 2 possiltlity
that he may have bzen., DOJDA continued he had been emnlovad
at hlﬁﬁwLL Lare D uz Comnany around November or Dacembor
oi 1267. DUGIDA stated during that tim2 he worked undzr
Di. (First FHane Un!-:nown) CHHOTAS, who was the General I,Iam.ger
of Liggett Lanz Drug Stores and uor“bd with EDITH (l.as
Namu Unknown) who bzcame the2 Ilanager of the soda Lounc“in
department after DOVDA left thoir emnloyment. DOVDA advised
if RAY had ever come into the Liggett Lane Drug Store
looking for him thege two persons would have bzzn the persons
most likely to have been contacted in this regard.

DOWDA stated ad any information
that anyong similar to I: g b 3 hzn but stated
that thsre was a distinet o1l o 1 is may have been
true.

DOWDA furth lvigzd sometinme after he had boen
by agents larietta, Georgia, at th2 Bonanzma
he had bzen zdvised by versons, who he could
that a long distance whonz call had bzen madz 1o
Sivloin LJ‘, in larietts nroun! Mevanbhzar or
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Dacember, -967, and was received at that tinme by either

LLCYD JEIlTG' or DAIT AYERS (DhO“‘LlC) PDOVDA advised that
ha'vwas not certain which of these persons rceezived this

phona call but was adviced that the poa on wvho called laft

no phona nunmbsy and apvnarehtly did not identify himself

to the p2rson who receivad the telephone call. CUDA advised
he had no idea who the phonz call mayv have bzen from and
statzed that hs never &l receive any further information abhout
this call, nor was the call cver completed to him.

DOVWDA stated as best he could raecall the nhone call
might have originated in Cilahoma, but stated that neitheor
he nor, as bast ha could recall, R \Y had ony mutual friends
in that arza.

]
IBREL Sawell Hill Road, Marictte

Georgia, adviat 4} 10 MAY‘OlD DOWDA had b“ n Onwloku
by him as ; vivar and all arcund assistant ironm
March &, 1f Andil 12, 1968, HEMDBRED aavissd that
during th DCVDA had worked satisfactorily for hin
every day thaet thzy could have verked, weathor pernitting
HEIIBREE & th’> total duration of this tinc was "“)"*“\""’lif’lv
five weeks ) ad thht as bast he could recall at no tine
digd DDA ever avﬂ this area. HIMBRELD continuad that on
two or threca occaS1ons, DOWDA had worled on Saturdays, but
had never worked on any Sundays during this time. NIRRT
advised there was no wav to specifically dotcecrmine the
exact dates on which DOVWDA workad, but vrovided thr following
dates on which DOVDA was paid and the arounts.

Date Anount of Chroole

March &, 1968 o 550

ch 15, 58 ' 565
March

March




Datez Amount of Ch=sclk

=

April &, 1968 860
April 21, 1968 $80.64

HEMBRIE gtated during this five or six week
period, he had made two loanz to DOWDA in two checks, one
for $30 and one for $10. HEMBREE advised that if DOWDA
were to have bsen emdbyed five days per weelk, his checks
would run approximately 890 to $115. HUIIBREL advised
that 2ll of ths chachks indicate that DOVDA may not hnve
possibly worked all five days of the week, but again
stated that this was due to the weather, stating that in
rainy-~type weather it was imposzsible for them to work.

HEMBRDLE gstated that DOWDA had been a gsatisfactory.
employee while working for him.
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On April 29, 1968, LEWIE RAYMOND DOWDA was interviewed
at.the Marietta City Jail, larietta, Georgia, by Special Agents
ROEERT B, PERRY, JAMES RICHARD FLICK and JACK T, BEVERSTEIN,
DOWDA had been transferred to this jail due to an escape attempt
by other prisoners at the Cobb County, Georgia, Jail,

DOWDA advised JAMES EARL RAY had been very close to
(First Nam=2 Unknown) "PUNCHY'" MILLER, an ex-boxer who had
worked in the kitchen at the Missouri State Penitentiary (NSP),
MILLER had bzen one of the leaders at the MSP and was removed
from the kitchen after the accidental killing by him of another
prisoner during a fight., DOWDA stated hz had no knowledge
that HILLER was engaged in the digtribution of amphetamines
at the prison, e stated NILLYE was released from prison and
went to a town located close to the M3SP, where he started
passing bad checks, BUNJANIN O, GOODIIl, Supervisor in the
MSP kitchen, tried to retris:a these bad checks, but was
unable to do so bszfore MILLUR was returned to prison for
passing bad checks., DOWDA could not explain why GOODIN should
make MILLER's checks good., DOWDA stated GOCDIN had bezen in
the U, S. Navy and had served aboard several ships which
were sunk, He stated GOODIVW reports to the Veterans Administration
weekly and is on somz kind of drugs, which he believes MILLER
obtains by prescription, He advised RAY was not particularly
close to LEO BARNETT., He stated LEO BARNZTT's mother lives in
Flat River, Migsouri oidirs a buother, DARRULL BARMETT, who is
in the MSP,

DOWDA advised that in April, 1967, he had taken a trip
to Missouri and had gone to Flat River in an effort to locate
LEO BARMYIT, He stated RBARNETT's mother told him LEQ was
serving time in the penitentiary in ¥lorida, He stated he then
returned to Georgia without seeiny any of the guards or anyone
else in liidssouri, He advised on his'return trip he had met
"DINKY CiJlLEY in a bar in Alabama, FHe stated CHUMI®Y vas
havinz trouble with his wife, who had burned all CHIIILLY's
clothes aund he was enroute to Georgia in an effort to get awvay
from Eer. He stated CHUNMLYEY decided to come to Marietta,Georgia,
with him, which he did, DOVWDA stated the trip to Missouri
only took him three days and again denied having contacted anyone
else,
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I DOWDA stated CHUMLLY stayed in the Atlanta area for
several months and then left to go to South Carolina to see

a girl friend., He advised CHUMLEY returned from South Carolina
and told DOVDA that he had a job and was working somewhere in
Atlanta, Georgia, DOWDA stated he has no idea concerning the
present whnreabozts of CHUHLEY

DOWDA advised that RAY, while in prison, worked as
a bread glicer and only earned between $5 and $6 per month,
but never seemed to want for money, He stated RAY, while in
prison, always wore his hair short, He stated UAY only mentioned
two girls while in prison and from conversation, DO/DA felt
RAY thought more of the girl he had met at Columbia, Missouri,
than the girl he had nmet at the Gaslight.

DOVDA advised MZIl. ABRY (phonetic) was 77 supplier
of amphetamines in the !Sl He gstated he believedDBY's
source was FHAROLD SCHARFZIR, a guard at thz kitchen gate of

the prison, He stated ABEB nearly ran the K liall and after
hig transfer to C Hall, ABBY nearly ran it also, le stated
ABBY could get his cell door open by guards anytime he wanted,

DOWDA advised the main supplier of amphetamincs
in MSP was a prisoner whose name he doe¢s not nov recall,
This person was known by two initials and he was serving a
long sentence for the fatal shooting of a St. Louis police
officer. e advised this person attempted 15 escape several
times and was almost in complete charge of C Hall, He stated
he had the run of the prison and had a pass to eat in the
officers dining room, which he did most of the time, He was
very close to Warden hA H and after MNASIH's uicide, tried
unsuccessfully to get close to Warden SWINSON. lie state
after Varden SWINSON took over, one-half pound of
anphetanines were found in the tl sl can of this prisoner's
et “‘l This prisoner had six to e:l‘o‘hi prisoners pughing
the aﬂphuhcﬂlﬁOS for him, Iz stated he bLelieved tlis
prisoner obtazinaed his drugs through a guard, {2 des
this prisonzr as a white male, approximately
of age; 6' - 6' 1"; 180 pounds; Llnck hair,
prisoner was close to JAIMS LNARY AY, as well
LEO BANNETT and AIL ABLY.

DO” A _ ¥ whoss




,/

AT 44..2386
3
n
-l

statéd he had not obtained RAY's address, however, he fecls
RAY has his address in Florida, but would not know if he were
in Marietta, Georgia,

DOWDA stated he had taken a trip to California
during the Summer of 1965 and on this trip he had spent
two or three days with a distant cousin , JACK HOLCOMBE,
who resides at San Jose, Caliifornia., He stated he had also
visited a friend of his sister, one BEVERLY WHIELER, who is
a nurse in a Los Angeles hospital, He stated it was on this
trip that he got in trouble in Missouri and was sentencad to
the MSP, DOWDA denied having returned to Califormia the
f.ur3 of 19€7°, Ee stated that on his trip to California
in tho Fall of 1967, he had plannsd to call JEVEL RIGGER,
psychiatrist at the Napa State Hospital located outside Santa
Rosza, but had not made the call, He advigsed JTWEL RIGGER
is the wife of an inmate at tho MNSP, He stated LLOYD A,
ERLT, Supervisor in the kitchen at the lSP resides at Henaley,
Missouri and on the trip to California, in the Fall of 1967,
be had visited EILT,

DOVDA advised that within thz MSP there arve two
gangs, one bzing from St, Louis and the other from Kansas
City, Missouri, FH2 stated thsre was a good deal of friction
between those gangs and that RAY asscciated with the leaders
of thz St, Louils gang.

"DOYDA advised he had talked {o his wiic concerning
the repoxrted visiter to his home at 2:00 A, on a morning
in the Fall of 1967, It stated his wife clains she has no
knowledge of anyone vigiting their apavtsent o this tine
of the morning. DOWDA statced he has no idea who this person
could bz, DOIDA stated the resident manager of theseapartmonts
mist have been mistaken., He stated ths iv-wuger - had not
approachsd his wife concerning any perzson visiting their
apartment at 2:00 A,M, in the nmorning,

DOWEA advised that during the period he workead
at the Lans Liggett Drug Stoere, lecated on the corner of
Peachtree and 10th Streets, he w2t pany persons he felt
were ex-ccns, but denied ever being approached cowzrning
source of drugs in {ds area, DOWDA stated he has no knowledgs
as to the persons who might be supplying drugs in that area,
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He stated he is certain th2 druggist at the Lane Liggett
Drug - Store was not supplying these individuals, Hz recalled
having talked to a man in his late 40s, approximately 5' 10",
150 -~ 155 pounds, having dark curly hair, with gray streaks,
who had visited the restaurant in the drug store and had
mentioned owning several rooming houses in the area, He
advised he does not recall this person's name and had

only ths oae contact with this individual, WDA advised

the nane JAIIES GARHNER sounded familiar to him and feels
hefhas heard this name menticned somegtime in the past,
possibly when he was employed at the restaurant in the Lane
Liggett Drug Store, Ile advised he does not personally

know JAMES GARNER and c¢ould furnish no information concerning

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386
JTB:1lce
1l

The following investigation was conducted by SAs
JACK T, BEVERSTEIN and JOSKPH G, SHEA,

On April 24, 1968, CARL GENE TAYLOR, also known as
"Junior" TAYLOR, 185 V. Dixie Street, Marietta, Georgia, advised
that the photo of JAMES EARL RAY did not resemble person known to
him as "Red", who had stayed with LEWIE DOWDA a couple of weeks
in approximately March, 1968, He stated person known to him
as "Red" was a white male, approximately 6', 35 yecars of age,
185 pounds, and had bright red hair., He advised this person
had cone to Marietta, Georgia, with his wife and small baby
and had resided with the DCWDAs at the Olive Spring Apartments,

i TAYLOR advised he had bzen employed with DOWDA at the
Bonanza Steak House in Marietta, Georgia, Mz advised he had
never éeen anyone resembling JAIES EARL RAY in the company of
DO¥DA, Jle stated during the Fall of 1867, DOYDA and his wife

had traveled to California to visit her relatives and at no time
did DOVWDA ever mention contacting anyone he was acguainted with
who could logically have been JAMES EARL RAY,
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The following investigation was conducted by SA JACK
T. BEVERSTEIN:

On April 25, 1958, EDITH BUSBY, Manager, Soda Fountain,
Lane rnggatt Trugstore, 10th and Peachtree Street, Atlanta,
Georgia, advised LEWIE DOVDA had been employed as Manager of
the SOdd Tountain from Decewbzr 23, 19567, to Janvary 23, 1950,
at Sime DOWDA left, claiming he was going to move to
FlOfldd. “ne stated 1T is her understanding DOWDA 1s now
employed at ths Bonanza Stsak House, Maristta, Georgla.
viewe copranhs P JANES BARDL BAY and stated she had
seen She advised no one has contactzd her

th
conobr the e of DOVDA,

On April 25, 1968, PO OS¢ anae: Lans -

&
..

Licgett Drugstore, 1l0th an ne } ., Atlanta,
Gzorgla, advised photograph oP J : 2 i nmfamilicr
to him. He stated no one has ever con‘c.~ i » inoctruac-
tions how to contact ILEVIE DOWDA,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

May 2 , 1968

i RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS, who is confined 1n the

' Whitfield County Jail, Dalton, Georgla, advised he did
not personally serve tilme with JAMES EARL RAY in the Menard
Prison, illinois, and the only informatlon he has regard-
Iing this is what RAY told him. This information was
related to him by RAY while he and RAY were serving time
together in the Jackson County Jail, Kansas City, Missouri,
foria six or seven month period.

He stated he never heard RAY say that he had
served time in Jollet or Pontlac Prisons, but he felt that
if RAY had served time in either one of those places, he
would probably have been shipped to Menard Prison for
discharge.

CURTIS advised there was a cloce associate of
RAY's serving time in Jackson County with them. He cannot
recall the name of this individuzl, but stated he was
convicted as a co-defendant with RAY on the same check
charge and from conversation with RAY, this individual
was presumably thé same person with whom RAY served time
in Menard Prison. :

CURTIS advised he recalls a third unildentified
individual visiting RAY and his co-defendant in Jackson
County Jell who seemed very close to both of them, but
stated he strongly doubted that the visitor's log main-
tained at the Jail would reflect the name of this visitor
due to irregularities in keeping such logs.

He advised he could not furnish a description
of the third man.

CURTIS adviesed he was confined in the Jefferson
County Jall with RAY and his co-defendant from approxi-
mately March of 1955 until July of 1955, and that they
all subsequently ended up tozether in Leavenworth Prison.

Ll
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He stated while at Leavenworth Prison, RAY's associate
and co-defendant did nothlng but 1ift welghts and attempt
to improve hls physique.

He described this co-defendant as being a white

male, age 36, at that time, 5'10" to 6', 180 pounds, and
well built.

I
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Dote. May 3, 1968

RAYMOND LOUIS CURTIS,currently incarcerated Whitfield
! County Jaill, Dalton, QGeorgia,advised that he has spant time in
prison on two or thrse occasions with JAMES EARL RAY, CURTIS
advised he first became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY in March
1855 at the Jackson County Jaill, Kans2s City, Missouri, He
stated RAY was incarcerated at the Jackson County Jail on
Post Office burglary charges and had just recently been released
from prison in Menard, Illinoils, prior to his incarceration at
Jackson County. CURTIS at the same time was under arrest for
armed robbery and bank robbery in the Missouri area. During
this period, CURTIS stated he and RAY were cellmates for
aooroxiﬂately six to seven months. While cellmates, CURTIS
recalled that RAY had a close friend, name unrecaliled, who
visited him while RAY was at the Jackson County Prison., This
friend had been a former celimate of RAY when RAY was incarcerated-
at Menard, Illinois. . CURTIS never actually saw this man but
knew that RAY had severalvisits from one particular individual.
This man kept RAY in spending money while RAY was in Jackson
County Jall and in CURTIS' opinion this individual would harbor
RAY 1f RAY were on escape,

CURTIS went on to say that RAY had another close
fricnd nomc unrecallzd, of Itaiian descent, apparently a
"big man" in the syndicate. This Italian had apparently
operated with RAY in the past and both he and RAY had engaged
in handling stolen Postal money orders and travelers checks,

After six or seven months as cellmates at Jackzon
County Jall, RAY was sentenced to three years on the Post Office
burglary charges and transferred %o Leavenwocrth Federal Penitentiary.
Two weeks 1atbr CURTIS recelved a 16-year s=ntence for bank robbery
and also was sent to Leavenworth. While confined at Leavenwvorth
together, RAY spoke of no girlfriends and correspondsd with hone
to the best of CU?BJ“‘ knowWedge. While in Lﬁavenxorth, RAY
mentioned that he opcrat q" frequently out of Quincy, Illinois.
By "operated", RAY meant "engaged in burglary and payroll jobs

CURTIS =aid that while he and RAY were incarcerated they
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