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engaged in crooked poker games and took fellow prisoners 
for money. In the opinion of CURTIS, RAY was a good poker 
player and an excellent card handler. During this incarceration 
RAY mentioned underworld and hoodlum connections, names unrecalled, 
in Chicago, Detroit, Tampa, and the Tijuana, Mexico area.
CURTIS went on to say that after serving seven to eight months with 
RAY at Leavenworth he was transferred to the United States Penitential'J 
Atlanta, Georgia. CURTIS served six to seven years in the United ] 
Sties Penitentiary, Atlanta, and in June 1962 was released but 
sent back to the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, 
Missouri, to serve time on armed robbery charges. While in the 
state penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, CURTIS again 
was Incarcerated with JAMES EARL RAY. On occasions they were 
in the same cell together in "B" Hall and’t" Hall. They served 
together from 1962 to 1966. While in "B" and "C" Halls they 
were together in a three-man cell with a third individual who 
CURTIS said could verify the following facts but whom CURTIS 
refused to identify-but whom CURTIS refused to identify:

CURTIS stated that during this incarceration Pie sident 
JOHN F. KENNEDY was assassinated and word from the outside filtered 
into the prison that this was probably a conspiracy. Word came 
in that KENNEDY had a "bounty" on his head. CURTIS was unable to 
give further details on the "bounty". He said in 1963-1964

King's movements became-one of the topics of conversation at 
state penitentiary. Word got around to the inmates that the 
of the South" who apparently went to businessmen and had raised

Dr. 
the 
"KK
approximately a million dollars, had a "bounty" with ths money on 
KING'S head. CURTIS was unable to give further details or 
information regarding "KK of the South".

CURTIS said that from 1962 to 1966 before CURTIS' 
release RAY mentioned at least a dozen times that had he known 
about a "bounty" on President KENNEDY'S head and had he been out 
he would have made every effort to collect it. RAY also said 
approximately a dozer times in the presence of CURTIS "if he got 
out in-time and if KING was still alive he would like to get the 
'bounty' on KING". RAY never mentioned whom he would contact to 
get this "bounty" but CURTIS advised the criminal element knew 
hor«to contact such people.

CURTIS went on to say that the above statements concerning 
KING made by RAY were heard by the third cellmate mentioned above.
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In addition CURTIS stated that RAY had a friend 
Orleans, Louisiana (FIRST NAME UNKNOWN) COIN (phonetic) 
apparently a "fence". This man was well connected

with the hoodlum element, however, was quite old and in th e 
opinion of RAY was in 1955 at least 55 to 60 years of age. In 
the opinion of CURTIS this individual would definitely harbor 
RAY. CURTIS knew no close fiends or associates of RAY.
RAY, allegedly through prison grapevine, had a wife but this 
was never mentioned by RAY. CURTIS said, however, a few prisoners 
mentioned family connections. While in prison RAY also mentioned 
gambling in Los Angeles, California. No specific place in Los
Angeles as to the gambling was mentioned 
was a "high liver" when outside and

RAY in CURTIS1 opinion

prostitutes taking one from town to
would associate with 
town.

RAY with regard to KING'S killing indicated he would
make all rules and .would in all probability demand the "bounty"
money be put 
which he had 
to if out of 
New Zealand,

in a bank. RAY mentioned three foreign countries, 
learned about and which CURTIS assumed RAY would go
the United State These foreign countries were
Brazil, and Switzerland. CURTIS was of the opinion

that not over three people would be involved in the actual 
assassination. It would have been well planned with diversionary 
measures and in the opinion of CURTIS a second individual, not 
RAY, would have driven the getaway car to Atlanta as a 
diversionary measure.

CURTIS said he would not testify to the above facts 
because if he did testify to this Information he would fear for 
his life.
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