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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Copy to:
Report of: DAVID N, JELLISON Office: Miami, Florida
Date: May 17, 1968
Field Office File #: 44-1854 Bureau File #: 44-38861
Title: JAMES EARL RAY;

DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, (DECEASED) - VICTIM
Character: CIVIL RIGHTS
Synopsis:

Credit and criminal, telephone and city directory checks
regarding W, H, RUNGLER, Miami, Fla,, negative. No Columns
Avenue exists in Miami, Current Fla. license tag 1WW11380
issued to E. G, HOLMAN for use on a 1966 Lincoln Continental
coupe. HOLMAN interviewed and states car and tag in his
possession on 12/17-19/67, in Miami, Fla, HOLMAN not
acquainted with a W, H, RUNGLER and was not in New Orleans
12/17-19/67. Current Fla, license tag 1WW11l386 is subscribed
to by W, H., RUNZLER, 725 N.E. 24th St., Miami., RUNZLER
interviewed and states he was in New Orleans during pertinent
period staying at Provincial Motel but was unable to identify
photographs of JAMES EARL RAY or recall anything about any

of the other guests at the motel.

- P -
DETAILS:

Information was received from the New Orleans
Office of the FBI that a W, H. RUNGLER, 2899 Columns Avenue,
Miami, Florida, had registered on December 18, 1967, at
the Provincial Motel, 1024 Chartres Street, New Orleans,
Louisiana,

On May 13, 1968, the records of the Credit
Bureau of Greater Miami, the Miami Police Department, the
Miami Beach Police Department, the Dade County Department
of Public Safety and the Miami Municipal Court were
reviewed by IC CLIFFORD M, WERNER with regards to a W, H,
RUNGLER. These records contain no information identifiable
Thl?}oggme!t.corlxltc?msl‘ne ther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

¥r U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1967-0-273-878
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MM 44-1854

Miami telephone directories and Polk city
directories checked for W. H. RUNGLER from 1958 to 1968
with negative results.

There is no Columns Avenue in the Greater Miami
area,

The Miami Auto Tag Agency advised that 1967-1968
Florida license tag 1WW11380 is issued to E, G, HOLMAN,
1410 West 21st Street, Miami Beach, Florida, for use on
a 1966 Lincoln Continental coupe,

EUGENE G, HOLMAN interviewed and advised that tag
number 1WW11380 has been in his possession since April, 1967,
and has been displayed on his Lincoln Continental coupe
since that time. HOLMAN was not in New Orleans from
December 17-19, 1967, nor was his automobile or the license
tag 1WW11380. HOLMAN knows of no one named RUNGLER,

W. H. RUNZLER was located at the Walston Company,
199 S, E. 1st Street, Miami, Florida, and was interviewed
at this location on May 16, 1968, RUNZLER advised that
he was in New Orleans from December 17 - 19, 1967, and
recalled that:be was a guest at the Provincial Motel while
staying in New Orleans. RUNZLER was unable to recall any-
thing about any of the other guests staying at the motel
at that time,

Upon viewing photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, RUNZLER
stated that he recalled seeing no one at the Provincial
Motel who resembled these phtographs. RUNZLER could recall
nothing of the vehicles being driven by other occupants
of the motel.
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AT 44-2386

WICK made avallable registration card completed
by above individual at time ef registration 4/5/68, and
advised that all handwritlng appearing on this card is
that of registrant's, with exception of letters "MUS"
appearing above make of car and notatlons at bottem of
card reflecting charges.

The FBI Lab 18 requested to develop any latent
impressions of value on enclosed card and compare with
known prints of JAMES EARL RAY. Lab 1s alsoe requested
te examine handwriting appearing on thls card in effort to
determine if i1dentical with RAY's.
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AT 44-2386

as a gyroscope. He stated the name of the unit 1s the Auto
Safety Control and the company offiee is located in Reno,
Nevada. MC WHORTER stated HAROLD B. FITZGERALD is presently
located with the Spenecer International Press at 3801 Kirbey
Drive, Houston, Texas.

LEADS

. Commereca

JACKSONVILLE

At Panama City, Florida:

Will locate DONALD JAMES NISSEN and interview for
any information he may have obtained re alleged offer
to kill KING since NISSEN's release from jail on 6/19/67.
For info Jacksonville, the Jackson Offiee .in July, 1967,
advised the WKKKK were in bad finaneial straights, having a
diffisult time raising enough money to defend members of
this erginization after their arrest.

Information copy furnished Jackson inasmueh as present
investigation being condueted that Division.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

B s ot e






&1" L
A

e bl
W nEY LT
il

Hav [0 4 ye PHBH

N SN

t S DEPT OF JUSTICE

i















PAGE TWO
44-775
NETHINGTON INTRODUCED ROEHRS TO HENDERSHOT AS A FRIEND FROM CG.
HENDERSHOT TALKED WITH ROEHRS PRIVATELY FOR ABOUT THIRTY MINUTED
AND STATED HE GOT NO PERTINENT INFORMATION BUT CONCLUDED THAT ROEHRS

WAS PROBABLY A MZ;?;? OF THE KLAN.
MILFORD JAM ROEHRS, THREE ZERO FIVE EAST ST., SULLIVAN, MO.

A MEMBER OF THE SULLIVAN POLICE DEPT., ADVISED ON MAR TEN, SIXTY
EIGHT, HE IS A MEMBER OF THE KKK BUT KNOWS NOTHING ABOUT THE Ei%APE
OF RAY FRCM MO. PENITENTIARY, THE MURDER OF KING, OR THE WHERE-
ABOUTS OF THE MURDERER, HE NEVER HEARD OF RAY UNTIL AFTER HE HAD
BEEN IDENTIFIED IN THIS CASE, AND HIS STATEMENTS HE HAS MADE
REGARDING THE CASE ARE HIS PERSONAL OPINIONS. HE HAS HEARD NOTHING
REGARDING THIS CASE THROUGH THE XLAN ORGANIZATION,.

CHICAGO ADVISED BY AIRMAIL. P.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS

R TEXT LT IN NI NE-THE LRSI NETHINGGTTN. SHOULD SE OMITTED-~-

CNETHENGPON
END
HOLD FOR A MESSAGE
CAR

F31 WASH DC
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JAMES EARL RAY

The conversation of the three individuals was loud
and the American talked frequently concerning sex matters and
expressed an interest in obtaining the services of a prostitute.
The woman offered to furnish him a transvestite, but he stated
he wished a female.

The people in the restaurant seemed to make a great
deal of effort to please the American., He was overheard
ordering several expensive and exotic foods, some of which the
restaurant sent out for., The impression was gained, however,
that the people in the restaurant knew nothing of the American's
background,

It is requested that efforts be made to determine
whether the American mentioned above is identical with
James Earl Ray.
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MO 157-2627

In view of the above infarmation, and inasmuch
as referenced alilrtel does not indicate any real reason for
her statement that the persons named by her might bear checking
out in the assassination of Dr, KING, UACB the persons set out
for interview by the Mobile Division are not being interviewed
regarding MURKIN,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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" DL 44-2649

Mr. J. E, MC MAHON, Industrial Security Section,
General Dynamics Corporation, Fort Worth, Teéxas, stated that
is records reflect that RALEIGH D, STARK applied for a position
at his plant 3/27/68, He was employed and entered on duty
4/22/68, He presently resides at 216 South Grant's Lane,
His file reflects that STARK is married, no children, was a
member of Veterans of Foreign Wars, Box 665, Columbus, Georgia,
and is a member of Georgia Police Officer's Association. His
record reflects that he was in the Army from 1944 to 1967 and
for mest of this time was in the Military lice Unit., The
file reflects his description as W/M, bornpglj 5'10",
200 lbs., brown hair, blue eyes, scars - sharpnel wounds in
left leg, discharged from Army 12/67, worked as a security
guard for Security Engineers, 2201 Woodard Building,
Birmingham, Alabama from 12/67 to 3/68, person to be notified
in event of emergency - B, L, PATE, 8105 Tumbleweed Trail,
Fort VWorth, Texas,

Inasmuch as it appears STARK is not identical

with JAMES EARL RAY, no further investigation is being conducted
regarding STARK,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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DL 44-2649

her two sons also live with their father and she receives
a telephone call from them at least once each week, She

examined a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY and stated she had
never seen this individual. :

No further investigation being conducted re this
telephone call,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
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