]y Wl o= X
P r
o 45 -1
« “ L .
P , PRI . L ¢ .
SN E
A g4y ) .
Ao N J ¢ .
-\
» e
~ N ~
- . N
~ ~ - ~ \ . ~
. B B .
g .
) < t
Ve ~ .
> N -~ -
-3 . . e
- ~ s e .
.
N R
. - >

{!

SE

¢
¥

RUS
Ful
w8 4 53PH'ED

REC'D -

< SR AN

e RANEASGA D Foa =i o7
O CF BRI E D Fod =
;3 o ! gl dR¥ug auE W TTRINOD

‘& R4S i o i oo ycoeo shiveose Huonio basg
4. L 0LE )

g
iy )

Jow

g

bt
[

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






~‘,‘v('

LTG
W I Dy Wy oL

9/1¥1 "0O'3 ¥3ANN ISVI 13 §20¢

S

IR

[

LR

= ———

i

¥ - (T)I;;\‘_)‘)
[ ’

a

' . b b ,

Hﬂr Zﬂ}. 72 SL?;H’ '6&1 d O ]n . .
DLOPTGH £iron il LRe HEa or :,vqgr,a:.:ani'?z;su‘_u Hyg s
OF [GGULYLTCHLTON CLAGLE LO GICY Q006 RYLGARN

UGG L@ OGS G Y GO GG [OL S A3 0 IR A DI
OBOTLG Le0 TYOAOT, 2L0LE6%7 T UG 460 COoHunys
LG

DYULQE DG L rE 06 GOYLLO T O Yitg

‘

-~

~

Y13 MIGLUGTL LNUCG GALGUGTLILG 11 SHCHOLTRG"
CU6G YPOAS (Y MICTON I& L UETOGT ST R TS PR S te

BOLGUT YUATCE T LRedHeRrcq Yo 00 Lo (U0

[SARANY

DG GOUG DL MILES DELeOnYGT S

COUNBTCCLEGN LOLHORNYNTG '-znq gl (}. UL T oeanTa
LPG TH),¢ 8L Yy LYLe OF Y00 mxrc.g’ T
ADTRL PorLLcT ZETLATGE iRt 23] r,(.x. GULE2H TG

39

YRLUDLOWGT AR MYL Ne NI AVIShas IRTRRS,
OLIGL 0% 20anldeGr Yy 2 [TLG '.»Z‘.“',)j'.{;_:‘ﬂ:',?e'ﬂ”ff?’::

[
TR O GOLRIOET, TN cTON 01 I”mrrz 1ra0n
: yrL bremracwz JTudEgm
(*E«:.{Zsjf\j'f_'. GRINILE GTE TTOOLUNG N0 o DHBGE
O J‘,u v yUngy TN ARG SRGEA O
COCHLGE 9 ] SRS LT 06 TG GG
vignarng® oU Ofuow Ic:yn ronn A ECARSTER

[ATA I R zlﬁ."v)))ii (SR P AU RS RN S

;;'n HOUD O ORGLA Y

¢
- . Y oy : 7 + - N ~
IR v T R L 3% I
ISR T ‘a s : ; i ( 3/
e e ' "}74’\"‘7"'"‘ 3T /‘“‘_.,q ”ki
[SPA VALY L T A 1Y ey BN B \ /
B S VIHm







g
L1 .
§ \ - .
Aot TS {1
; Lo it
;
i e LAY e T ens LY PR
U cae=y e Gl TOMA 20J BRI N
ATASUM G2
B T Porn ot el . P . kg " . oy v T -
ookl d Porsh wooniel o Isdrla I o ei

50
eFot: “tﬂfﬂ e
Il (culousiaeg
sl L DRWS VS
zaw {80 ;dT
B 1354 [T E Al bvﬂ 507
fav (braelc.n
J1.9 Seid s

TEOIGE L.s80 ovaods 47
BiEs b 05! N owal bﬁpfiuuA L boy
walyyadnl doa [Llw nolsuana '

= F oo
-_..Cu-, g2

.
Teges v
LLase !f

5OAROTLIOS Ol =5 oW HWeadn
o nelangl CLOBRIMGY e
{ GO LSl 90 art ol
a0 s¢d iftw 54 bng usorl

.3 1%

'fS‘-)‘)II“'. -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






o b
PR ACRER OS]

9/1¥1L "O'3 ¥3ANN ISVIT13Y G20Z

QA o ,
N ’% 2l

SN e W23 Hosit'se  MarZ3 1232 PHURE

- REC'D De . 0AC~

FB1

g LR

B 1 Y T

ac
2
S .0 BISHLP = —
%‘““i ﬂEC D 8 >
z N g.‘__' e
ftj B

.\ _COPIES MADE, BATE.S SN BY

IOAANC =S T A SO ST DU
FCE REVEH AV FEIL A s vEehi BRY
T B30, w8 néwerss balTeD 2. 303,
(bea Cubick 3c-117285)

N
-
-
P
P
- e
feat fp -
et = = ~
ot ——— T o
1; —_— =
'-‘ -t -
=l 5 =27
o~ - -t
o ~o -
<L i ot 4
g 3 : .
o
feest
-









P

REC'-TELE TPL UNIT

FBI
M 23 2 25 Mg

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

REC'L - L1 Wiokite

FBI

Hay 23 71

391SAF 407143080
G Y0 T

74 bt






LT

IV RSN
y y 24 64 L
A4 1osudh REG'E: - Ulv Riullis
. FBI

Mav 24 | s9 PHBE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176












e T

Hhrg

R R

N F g REc'h-Rossu_
et
ol hy 2 27 1

st > Mf-f If sz M '68

i
;
0 .
la.
.
4
]
e
R
\,' R
: ]
. A
i .
.
PN
J‘ "1
kY









CV 4h4-565

It is suggested that since Ashland, Ohlo, is in
rather close proximity to Mansfield, Ohio, the location where
the above described letter was mailed, that a comparison of
the contents of the letter and the note enclosed with MM
airtel to Bureau, 4/11/68, be made to determine if GEORGE
CHARLES GRAY might possibly be the writer of the letter and
envelope enclosed in Philadelphia airtel to Bureau, 5/20/68.
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PD 157-380
communication on date of receipt.
LEAD

PORTLAND

SRR

AT PORTLAND, OREGON. Continue logical investigation
in this case. S

-B -
COVER PAGE
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ADMINISTRATIVE

CONTACTS WITH INFORMANTS

All symbol number criminal informants, all potential
criminal informants, and appropriate security and racial inform-
ants and sources of the Portland Division have been contacted
three times since April 4, 1968.

The first time was immediately after April 4, 1968,
when only the name “LOWMEYER'" was known., The second time
was after arrival of the photographs of "ERIC STARVO GALT"
taken at the bartender school in California in 1968, The
third time was after identification of "GALT" as JAMES EARL
RAY and the arrival of additional photographs of RAY.

All contacts with informants were completely negative
as to identification of photographs or any knowledge of the
name and all known aliases of JAMES EARL RAY,

Number of criminal informants and potential criminal
informants contacted was 124. Number of security and racial
sources contacted was 15.

COVER PAGE
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

~- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Copy to:
Report of: RONALD E. SHERK Office: Portland, Oregon
Field Office File #: 1 57-380 Bureau File #: 44-38861
Title: JAMES EARL RAY;

Murder of DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING,
April 4, 1968

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS -~ CONSPIRACY; UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO
AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY '

Synopsis: Investigation to identify person or persons re-
sponsible for murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, 4/4/68;
or to locate and apprehend JAMES EARL RAY, negative to
date, State of Oregon, ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

-P-
DETAILS:
AT PORTLAND, OREGON, AND THROUGHOUT STATE OF OREGON
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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RUTH E. GALT and LOWELL T. GALT - SUSPECTS - ELIMINATED

On April 12, 1968, Mrs. MARITA BUTLER, First National
.Bank of Oregon, Tillamook Branch, Tillamook, Oregon, telephoned
Special Agent in Charge W. B. SOYARS, JR., Partland FBI Office,
.im response to Portland circular letters to all financial institu-
tions concerning ERIC STARVO GALT. She stated that one RUTH
E. GALT had on April 3, 1968, opened a checking account giving
the address '"house on hill", Oceanside, Oregon. This is a motel.

Subsequently, on the same day, Mrs. BUTLER called again
stating that additional checking had been done by the bank and
that RUTH E. GALT was married to LOWELL T. GALT who had been
employed for 20 years by the U. S. Census Bureau.

In view of the fact that the name GALT has been
determined to be an alias of JAMES EARL RAY, no further action
will be taken concerning this lead.

,5__
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ERICK GAULT - SUSPECT SUGGESTED BY GEORGE F. WICK, PORTLAND, OREGON

AT PORTLAND, OREGON

On March 19, 1968 at about 6:00 p.m., GEORGE F. WICK,
a new car salesman for Fred Bauer Chevrolet Company, 1850 N.
Lombard Street, Portand, Oregon, telephoned Special Agent in
Charge W, B. SOYARS, JR., FBI Porfland Office, and stated he had
been contacted by an ERICK GAULT on March 11, 1968, concerning
the purchase of a used car.

Special Agent RONALD E. SHERK immediately went to the
Fred Bauer Chevrolet Company and interviewed Mr. WICK. WICK
who is age 62 and apparently a sober and solid citizen has&
sold cars in the Portland area for many years. At about 7:30 p.m.,
March 11, 1968, WICK received a telephone call from a person
who wanted to talk to a salesman. The caller stated ‘that his
name was ERICK GAULT, that he was passing through town, was
calling from a bar and was stopping at a motel on Union Avenue,
Portland, Oregon. He S8aid he did not know the name of the
address of the motel. He stated he was looking for a 1964
Thevrolet station wagon with air conditioning and had $1600
in cash. He said he had a Mustang, but did not desire to trade
it in as he was going to give it to his brother. WICK told
the caller that he thought he knew where he could get such
a car and invited the caller to the showroom. WICK then called
BOB INMAN, 5406 N. E. Jessup Street, Portland, Oregon, telephone
282-0409; but found that the station wagon INMAN‘ad for sale was a
1963 Ford Country Squire and had no air conditioning.-

The individual who called himself ERICK GAULT arrived
at the Fred Bauer Chevrolet showroom alone about 8:00 p.m. the
same night and said he was not interested in the Ford. He stayed
only a short time and said he would contact WICK on the following
day. Nothing further was ever seen of GAULT by WICK.

o/
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WICK saw the car "GAULT" was driving and thinks it was
a light colored Mustang with California plates, but could not
be sure about either 51nce he was not planning to take the
car in trade.

WICK was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and stated
that the above suspect is definitely not identical with RAY.
He described the above suspect as follows:

Name ERICK,GATULT FAF Y 53 T
Sex Male T e
Race White
Age ‘ 28-35 years e ‘
Height 5'7" {(possible one’ inch shorter)
Weight - 185 pounds (obesé with a large paunch)
Eyes Not noted
Hair Light brown (receding noticeably at

. temples)
Complexion Medium (sunburned or tanned)
Dress ” e nght sports shirt, opeh collar, color

not noted; plaid sports jacket
varied colors, colors not noted;
dark trousers; shoes not noted;
sloppy appearance, accent not noted.

o -

SN
Although the description does not fit and RAY's Mustang

had already been recovered in Atlanta, Georgia before March 11, 1968,

a squad of Agents checked all motels on Union Avenue, Portland, on

March 20, 1968, looking for an "ERICK GAULT" registration or an

out-of-state Mustang registration on pertinent dates which might

fit with the information furnished by WICK. Results were entirely
negative.

WICK is an Oregonian by birth.
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Characteristics East Texas accent; may be missing
teeth; ranch-type person and spoke
in the idiom of a rancher
Number 2:
Race Vhite
Sex Male
Nationality American
Weight Approximately 180 pounds
Build Stocky, muscular
Age Early 40's
Hair Black, slightly“curly, looked 'shiny
. and greasy AN
Face Round comook
Dress Sports shirt and slacks, color unknown
Characteristics Louisiana accent; more intelligent

looking than Number 1

The pair were apparently slightly drunk and were
having an altercation with the bar maid. They talked of
putting a shotgun across the bar at the bar maid and Wwondered
what her -reaction would be. They further talked of guns in
zeneral, The conversation turned to the murder of MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. LEONARD overheard Number 1 state "He said
he would do it, but I didn't think he would." Number 2 stated,
"I didn’t think he would do it." The conversation continued.

LEONARD only heard parts of the conversation and
at another time, Number 2 stated to Number 1 '""Now you
are talking like a 'cajon'". For a time, they spoke in Ranch
Spanish. o

LEONARD explained this is a type of Spanish utilized
by ranch people in Texas who employ Mexicans. It is a form
of "pidgeon'" Spanish.

_/d/
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LEONARD attempted to engage the pair in conversation
without success. LEONARD further stated that the bar was
very dark and he could not provide a better description of
the two. He does not feel the bar maid knew the pair but
would surely remember them as she had a definite argument with them
and at one time walked away in anger.

LEONARD stated he is from Texas and is almost certain
that they spoke with an East Texas and Louisiana accent
respectively.

The above information was furnished to the San
Francisco Office by communication dated April 16, 1968.

~.//___
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JOHNmLLY, ALSO KNOWN AS
IIMMY - SUSPECT

On April 5, 1968, Mrs. GEORGIA HARDY, 4746 NE 91st
Avenue, Portland, Oregon, furnished the following information,
stating thatﬁ%!?is of the utmost importance that she remain
anonymous, '

She has a brother, EDWARD E. O'FALLIN, address unknown
in Memphis, Tennessee, telephone #362-1015, who is employed
by the City of Memphis Water Department. O'FALLIN's wife's
brother, JOHN KELLY, also known as JIMMY, is suspected by Mrs.
HARDY as possibly being the assassin because of news reports
that the assassin wore a grin. Aég/»’g

She described KELLY as follows:

Race White e o
Age About 37 JA //
Height 5'8" .

Hair Light Brown

Complexion Reddish

He is a veteran of the Korean War, a battle hero, fond
of guns, "a little simple minded," and always wears a silly grin.
KELLY resides with his parents, names and address unknown, in
Forest City, Tennessee, and visits O'FALLIN in Memphis.

This information was furnished to the Memphis Office
for evaluation by communication dated April 5, 1968,

,/@?,,
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UNKNOWR SUSPECT REPORTED BY
JAMES BIGELOW, BILLINGS, MONTANA

By communications dated April 9, 1968 and April
10, 1968, the Butte Office stated that JAMES BIGELOW of
Billings, Montana, stated that on April 5, 1968, at approxi-
mately 5:50 p.m., he observed an individual at the Portland,
Oregon International Airport sitting in the front row of
chairs near a telephone booth in the area of some television
sets., He felt the individual might be identical with the
subject in this case. BIGELOW gave only a general description
and did not observe the suspect leave.

On April 12, 1968, SA RONALD E, SHERK contacted
a large number of persons at the Portland International Airport
and exhibited the photographs which were then available, namely,
the ones taken at the bartender school at California in 1968,

After JAMES EARL RAY had been identified as the
subject, additional photographs had been reviewed. Results
were completely negative on both occasions.

-2/
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