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N. PAUL STANLEY BOOTHBY
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PAUL- STAHLEY BC0T23Y 
Suspect

Cn 4/10/63, Sheriff CL7.CU L333TT, DeWitt County 
Sheriff’s Office, Clinton, Illinois, advised 231, Spring- 
field, Illinois, tint he had in custody one PAUL STA27LEY 
LtOZISY who had been arrested by the re'Jitt County . aoriff *s 
Office authorities at Clinton, Illinois. Subject bad been 
ri'ins a freight train fren Springfield, Illinois to Clinton, 
Illinois, illegally and was arrested on local charges. CAILUPi1 
advised that subject resembled JAuES 3'4'3 HAY, also known ns 
EHIC STAEVO GALT.

Subject PAUL STANLEY LOOTS? was fingerprinted by 
DeWitt County Sheriff’s Office and was interviewed by FBI 
Agents in Clinton, Illinois, at CeUitt County Jail.

During interview, subject advised that he was in Uem- 
phis, Tennessee, on 4/8/68 through 4/12/88. He stated that bo 
had loft Chicago, Illinois on the 7th of April by freight train 
cn route to Eesnphis to soli a pint of his blood for $15.00. 
Subject advised that he had traveled throughout the United 
States by hopping freight trains and he had so done this for 
the past two years and and had worked, in may states doing 
odd jobs. Subject advised that he was in Chicago on 4/4/68 
whore he worked for Help Unlimited Corporation. Subject ad- 
vised that while he was in Memphis, Tennessee, ha resided at 
the Mission at Leaden and -Sad Street. Subject advised that 
be had no information re the death of HABTIN LUTHER KING, JB. 
nor did ho know of anyone who might have participated in the 
killing.
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follovirg description of the subject was obtained 
vntion and interview: \

: PAUL STAHLETOOOTHBY _ , i

•IT: 5’1C” ■ ' /£^
ST: 153 LBS.

JULY 11, 1031
: BROTR
: HASEL

S: RICRT SITES
LEET BARD

ERPRIHT CMSSXFiCLTXOli:

A £ 11
1 AR

TITS: HR, A?!!* LIES. DOHALD BOOTHBY
1124 FEET STREET 
Ll'IIA, OHIO.

set’s parents were contacted telephonieslly and 
that the description of BUC7B3Y r.as identical 
their son and stated that hq had left hose about 
following some family problems.
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O. UNKNOWN SUSPECT, AKA J. CARNAHAN
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On April 29, 1968, Motor Vehicle Bureau, Springfield, 
Illinois, advised 1968 Illinois license B291617 was issued to 
JAMES J. MC GOVERN, 10023 West Devon, Rosemont, Illinois 
for 1966 Chevrolet Fleetside Panel Truck, VIN C2546F163402 
Drivers license listed as M216 450 3056, Social Security 
number| |

1967 Illinois license B291617 issued to GEORGE WARD, 
Route 2, D Street, Murphysboro, Illinois, for a 1956 Ford picktip 
truck, VIN F10V6G25421, drivers license listed as W15662349765258. 
This license originally issued for 1954 Ford Pickup in which 
driver's license listed as W156623497652585. These 
are not Illinois drivers license.

Drivers license section, Springfield, advised 
drivers license number M216 4502 3056 issued February 14, 
1968, to JAMES J. MC GOVERN. This chauffeurs license expires 
March 7, 1969 and describedhim as 5* 10", 190 pounds, 
brown hair, blue eyes, DOB ~| application reflects
he is self employed and dba J. J. Me Govern Motor Service, 
Rosemont, Illinois.

Drivers license number W632 3TWL13 5234 issued 
December 8, 1967 to GEORGE L. WARD, 103 Third Street, 
Murphysboro, Illinois, and license expires December 8, 1968 
and describes him as 5* 11". 190 pounds, brown hair, hazel 
eyes, DOB
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P. JAMES E, BODKER
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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued 
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E. BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton, 
Illinois will expire January 30. 1971 and describes him 
as male, born | |5* 10", 175 pounds,
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer. 
Records reflect license was suspended December 12, 1967 for 
an accident. It was again suspended in February, 1968 for three 
moving violations but is presently clear and valid.
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Q. WILLIAM A. MARSHALL

_ 193 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561

On May 17, 1968, Mr. WOODROW THOMPSON, Patts 
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust International, Inc., 
International Harvester (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor, 
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, 
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been 
a WILLIAM A. MARSHALL or any employee by the name MARSHALL 
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois. 
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in 
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON further advised that 
the closest representative for the International Harvester 
Company is L. C. BARNETT, District Manager, International 
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois. 
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Police Department, 
Bloomington, Illinois; Me Lean County Sheriff*s Office, 
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone 
directory failed reveal any listing for WILLIAM A. MARSHALL 
or similarity.

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L. C. BARNETT, 
District Manager, I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island 
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the 
Northern 60 counties for the State of Illinois which includes 
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name 
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being 
a fran4d.se dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised 
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district 
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further 
checks re MARSHALL should be directed to I-H 
Home Offices, 401 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
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VIII. MISCELLANEOUS
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A. ROBERT HOOD STRADER
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art wanted to know whether- or ret vra would assure that his 
identity would bo protoocd in regard to any information 
provide;! to us concerning th? EILULTH case, Urs. ETBALLU also 
asked what kind of protection vs could tivo to her husband 
who felt his life was in denser.

lira. STBAD^A was advised that any information 
furnished to this bureau in confidence would certainly be 
protected but that wo rare in no position to physically guard 
ho:- husband end if ho folt his life vas in danger this was 
a matter ho should take up with local authorities, however, 
we wore- desirous of interviewing hits concerning any valuable 
information he right, have in regard to this case and would de­
co tit his convenience upon his arrival. Urs. STrAICbl advised 
she would have her husband contact the office upon his arrival 
at Lexington, Illinois. She was also furnished tho nene of the 
ShA at Bloomington and of.the whereabouts o' our office there.

Mrs. STBADSd stated she and her husband were passing 
through Memphis at the time MAkTIN LUYimi IHKG was slain. Iter 
hwband allegedly overheard a conversation among five individuals 
cue cf whom he claims resembles the published photograph of BAY, 
the subject, in this case, in which they talked about the killing. 
Subsequently, lust Sunday night their car vas broken into and 
on Monday ha claims ho was followed from Leering ten to Detroit 
by a tun Chevrolet, the registration number of which he was 
unable to obtain. Tills car contained two individuals when
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J . recognize and at a rest stop these men took a shvi 
out did not hit him because he ’’hit the ground”. He 

he is in grave danger for his personal safety because 
has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KINO.

Mrs. STRADER was advised immediately upon her husband’s 
return she should contact this office and we would set up a 
mutually agreeable time and place during-which we could interview 
her husband concerning this matter.
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MARGRET CARMICHAEL STRATA, wife Of ROBERT HCCD STRADER, 
vas contacted at the residence of her father, E. P. CARMICHAEL, 
Route 71, Lexington, Illinois, on 4/30/63. Mrs, STRADER advised 
she and her husband were at the CARMICHAEL residence the weekend 
of 4/20-22/68. She advised that on the night of 4/21/68 or 
early morning of 4/22/63 her husband was awakened by the dogs 
barking outside the farm residence which is located up a form 2a- ' 
one-half mile from the main rural road. She advised her htsbmd 

' -■ her, E. P. CARMICHAEL, upon making a search of the 
outside area, found that the STRADER'S 1967 Oldsmobile Delta ’ "
crcnia colored with black vinyl top, had been broken into. "v-. 
STRAI . ’vised nothing was missing from the car and no *.e was 
located or seen in the area. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband 
left alone from the CARMICHAEL residence on the morning of-4/22/ 
en route Detroit, Michigan.

Mrs. STRADER advised that in a short period of time., 
Mr. STRADER returned to the CARMICHAEL residence. Upon his return
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STRADER stated he had found a note in the recessed area of the 
speedometer of his car. (’Its. STRADER pointed out that the 
has boon broken; therefore, her husband was not normally attract-- t 
to the speedometer). She related this note was made up of words cui 
from newspapers and pasted on the hack of a pocket calender (unab? 
to describe the calendar), firs. STRADER said the note read in
substance, "If you go to t,he police or the FBI you will be killed." 
Mrs. STRADER advised her husband, after returning with the note, 
proceeded en route Detroit, Michigan, and after a short period of 
tine had elpsed, he telephonically contacted her, stating he was at 
the Holiday Inn, Bloomington, Illinois. Mrs. STRADER stated her husba 
informed her that upon reaching the road one mile north of the 
CARMICHAEL residence, and Route 66,'he saw a 1966 or 1967 Chevrolet, 
tan in color, no license information, with two mon in the car, parked 
along the road. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband told her that this 
car followed him en route Bloomington. However, they did not turn 
into the Holiday inn when he did. Mrs. STRADER advised her husband 
then told her he was proceeding on to Detroit, Michigan,

Mrs. STRADER advised upon 
her mother, Mrs. E. P. CARMICHAEL,

discussing above with her parents, 
stated she had noticed a late

model, tan car, making several trips on the main rural road near
the CARMICHAEL residence on the Gariy morning of 4/22/63.

Mrs. STRADER advised that on the night of 4/22/63 her 
husband telephonically contacted her, but he would not disclose his 
location as he stated he was afraid to mention his location over the 
phone. She related her husband told her that he stopped at a rest 
stop area after leaving Indianapolis, Indiana. 'Upon leaving his car 
and walking the direction of the men’s restroom, he saw a tan 
automobile occupied by two men driving very slow. He stated at this' 
time the rider in this automobile fired a shot at him. STRADER told 
his wife the shot just missed his ear and he, STRADER, hit the 
ground where ho laid as if he had been hit. STRADER stated that the 
tan car disappeared and he has not seen it since.

Mrs. STRADER stated her husband believesthis action was 
due to his being in the men’s restroom at the Gulf Truck Stop, 
Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/27/33, where he allegedly overheard five men 
planning to kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Mrs. STRADER stated her 
husband told her that one of the men in the restroom was RAY, whom 
he recognized after RAY’s photograph was published. She stated he 
further informed her that he would be able to recognize the other men 
ha saw in the restroom. Mrs. STRADER advised she recalls being at the 
Gulf Truck Stop at Lebanon, Tennessee, on 3/29/63. She stated upon 
their leaving the truck stop, her husband did not mention to her anyth 
of hearing of the plan to kill KING. She stated she does recall her
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husband remarked, "If Kir/; goes back to Memphis he will bo killed.” 
lira. STRADER advised her husband did say he wanted to coo CARL 
STERN of NBC, Washington, D.C, whom he knew but did not state why 
he desired to seo STERN. •

Urs. STRADER advised her husband returned to the CARMICHAEL 
rcsidc-r.ee at Lexington, Illinois, on Friday, 4/25/63, where he stayed 
until the morning of Saturday, 4/27/63, at which time. STRAD.ER and , 
his nother-in-law had..an argument over Mrs. STRADER*s son by a 
previous.marriage. Mrs. CARMICHAEL told STRADER to leave, which Eq did'.

■ ■ . Mrs. STRADER stated she told her husband she had contacted
Mr. DONALD T. SULLIVAN, Assistant Special Agent-in Charge, Springfield 
Office of the FBI, and that he, STRADER, should cull Mr. SULLIVAN 
and set up an appointment; that Mr. SULLIVAN had informed her he 
would make an appointment to meet STRADER at any location or at 
any time when STRADER was available. Mrs. STRADER stated her husband 
told her ho was.afraid to attempt to meet with FBI Agents, as he felt 
he was being followed. Mrs. STRADER stated she was unable to convince 
her husband to make arrangements for a meeting with the FBI. She 
advised her husband is very much interested in obtaining protection.

Mrs. STRADER advised of some of her husband’s activities, 
which are not concerning the murder of Dr. KING. She advised that 
sho does not know all of her husband’s business and that she is sure 
he has not told her all he knows.

Mrs. STRADER advised her.husband is acquainted with RAYMOND 
STARNS of Baton Roug^ Louisiana, who told STRADER iir the’fsummer of — - 
1957 that thorc~wefe several businessmen in the area of,Eaton Rouge, 
Louisiana, who wore taking up a. collection to obtain money to have' ' .....
KING assassinated. Mrs. STRADER r.d^s^ Tfer~husbaxid is well a&auaintcd^A 
in the Baton Rouge and Denham Springs., Louisiana, area. Sho stated 
he was, in the summer of 19G7, connected with the E.C. Donnell .
Construction Company of Denham Springs, La., which was doing construction 
work for the telephone company.- She related_E. C. DONNELL lives in 
Dallas, Teras. She-related DONNELL'had an equipment rental business ' - • 
and while STRADER and DONNELL were attempting to rent the equipment 
they were trying to gain financing fox’ a recreational park ih Louisiana 
similar td "Six Flags Over Texas." She related that some way they 
came in contact with a CHARLES and LILLiAN SHAPIRO (ph) of Miami, -----  
Florida, who advised they could finance same but wore not interested, 
in a recreational park but would bo interested in financing a horse 
racing track. Mrs. STRADER advised Mr. DONNELL obtained RAYMOND STARRS 
to help locate his land which could be used as a horse racing park. Ho 
also obtained sanction of the sheriff, (FSU) IRWIN and SAL! BOSKO, both 
of Slidell, La; however, "things' got. cdt. of hand" and an article

>/^ A 'ZZ- -><^<
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appeared in "Life" magazine and the Governor of Lousiana 
placed a stop to the entire operation.

Mrs. STRADER advised her husband is in telephonic 
contact with her daily but declines to furnish information 
as to his location over the telephone, as he is very afraid. 
Mrs. STRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any 
information he desires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact 
any FBI Field Office who will then arrange for an interview 
with him.

CARL STERN, Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised 
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that 
a man (FNU) STRADER, whom he had met on one occasion while 
coering a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned 
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohio. STRADER informed him 
he was en route to the home of his wife’s parents in Lexington, 
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale" about him, 
STRADER, overhearing a conversation on March 29, 1968 in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved 
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they 
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there 
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time. 
STRADER informed STERN he had vital information concerning 
KING’S murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should 
do. STERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Office of 
the FBI and they would make arrangements to have someone meet 
him at his convenience in their territory. According to Mr. 
STERN, BISHOP stated that STRADER is afraid to approach any 
office and may desire to have comeone meet him at a location 
other than an office.

The files of the Springfield Office contain the 
following references to ROBERT STRADER, however, it cannot be 
determined at this point whether or not they refer to ROBERT 
HOOD STRADER of Lexington, Illinois.

On November 19, 1965, ROBERT STRADER, 6’1" -2", 175 lbs., 
employed cutting timber near Edwardsville, Illinois, and in 
construction work at Southern Illinois University, Edwards­
ville, Illinois, was considered a suspect in the robbery of 
the Hamel State Bank, Bufile 91-20560, SI file 91-2642.
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B- INVESTIGATION, EIDORADO, ILLINOIS
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C. CECIL RAY
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Mrs. -TMCH was contacted nt her home on 4/29/68.

She advised that tier ex-son-in-law, CGCIL RAY, formerly 
of: Vandalia, Illinois, has been to her residence on approximately 
two occasions within the. last five years, accompanied by an 
i/rdvidual who resembled JANES KARL" RAY. It i s her belief that 
C CIL R1Y referred to this person as J f .,S RAY. i rs. FRENCH 
was enable to furnish any more specific information as to the 
times or when the visits were made.

She stated that CMC 11. RAY was separated from her step­
daughter, JUDITH KARUFE RAY, who resides at 1013 Main Street, 
highland, Illinois. They have been separated about four years. 
C’CIL RAY is believed to be employed in JOLIET, ILL., as a truck 
driver for an unidentified Gas and Oil Comnany and was last seen 
by Mrs. 7REI’CH in 1966. CiCIL RAY's parents are deceased but he 
is believed to have a brother who resides in Vandalia, Illinois, 
nave unknown. CECIL RAY was employed as a bartender at one time 
at an unidentified bar on the main street in Vandalia. MRS.

■’ A CI’ had no nhotogranh and could furnish no description of 
ClkL RAY. .

Ey way of background concerning MRS. FRENCH,' her husband 
EARL All’CH was beat, to death', in Effingham, Illinois, in early 
1967 an 1 the case, has not been solved. Mrs .FRENCH resides alone 
with her dog and according to Sheriff A. n. DIPTSR, is an avid 
beer drinker. Mrs-. FRENCH did not appear to leave been drinking 
at the. time of the interview. Shahid refer to the death of her 
husband on several occasions and mentioned that she knew'how 
V^o VTVC. folf- .
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Sha stated tb’ytapprosdrstoly IX years as©, 
she and her Ixab^i^ resided in a downtown a^rt'nst in 
Alton, Illinois, and they maided ^kjo fox* appradr^tely 
3 ysa?r!. Sho stated that caring their stay in Alton, her 
husband brought nKisrous fa*lords heno with fain to drink 
in the apartment or play cardo and ho never identified 
any cd those parsons with hie. Sho state d that sho never 
l’:^.:k;:u as to their idontity and would not ba familiar 
with the naae JAMES EARL RAY.

in the Vandalia, Illinois arcs- in that he 102: raised in 
that City. She stated that her husbands relatives all 
live in Vandalia and they possibly nay know the present 
whei^abouts of her husband •

She stated that she is anxious to learn the 
present whereabouts of her husband and that she will cooperat 
with the FBI in any way possible in determining his location. 
She stated that it is her belief if anyone knows his 
present whereabouts, it will be a member of his family in 
Va^alia,

It is her belief that his relatives there ray 
be protecting his present address.

She stated that a member of the family nest likely 
to know his address will be GILBERT RAY who lives on Randolph 
Street, Vandalia, Illinois. She state! that a brother of her 
husband, LARRY RAY, also resides in Vandalia, Illinois, but 
his address is unknown, . 1 -

Another brother, STANLEY RAY resides in Vira, 
Illinois, and both parents of her husband are deceased.

Mrs. RAY stated that LEONARD EO77LS is a close
friend of her husband and may possibly know his present where­
abouts. She stated that he is the owner of Metsgers Tavern, 
Vandalia, Illinois, and the exact address is unknown to 
her.
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Sha further stated that Fim'Tm miCH who 
is the amor of a K^bil Station in Vandalia? which 
static:.! is laontsd at ths function of the Old Highway 
and the hew Super Hi^Uvay nay feasibly know bar husband's 
present v/tcreabautu in that bar husband has worked 
for bin iron tine to tine.

Ilia. HAY stated that she Hacrrs very little about 
her husband's asseslutes and that ha would be the one 
to contact cor.cerr?.ir.j the:!. Sho further stated that 
she Inrev; very little of Her husband's family background 
before they were "’urried and there my he sone associates 
at that tins that she is unfamiliar with.
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ROBERT C. HAINES: •

^t_ Edwardsvil 1 e, 11 Unois

States Attorney LEON D..SCROGGINS, Madison County 
Court House, reviewed files maintained in his office and 
stated that a warrant for neglect and refusal was issued 
fox' CECIL RAY on complaint of his wife JUDITH in Madison 
County Court at Edwardsville. He stated that the infor­
mation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were 
issued disclosed that CECIL RAY was residing in Joliet, 
Illinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant 
were forwarded to authorities at Joliet.

He indicated that he had no knowledge of the current
whereabouts of CECIL RAY and that nothing in file indicated 
anything except that he was in Joliet.
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On 5-13-60, Sheriff LEONARD KELLY, Fayette County, 
Vandalia, advised there are several members of the RAY family 
in the vicinity and he was seriously doubtful of tuny conncob­
ion with the suspect in this case. According to investigation 
conducted to locate CECIL HAY, all members of the family are 
not too smart and prone to using alcohol to excess.

In this respect, LARRY RAY, a City of Vandalia 
employee, was jailed over the weekend of 5/11-12/68 fox' 
threatening his wife, but released on $25.00 bond.

MARION KIRKPATRICK, an employee-of the USPO, advised 
CECIL RAY lived in the same neighborhood, but has not been in 
Vandalia fox' at least two years, unless very briefly. No re­
moval could be located at USPO, and no mail received during 
recent past. Tax and voter’s records also negative.

GILBERT RAY, City of Vandalia employee in the.street 
and garbage work, advised 5-14-68, he is an uncle of CECIL RAY 
and, to his knowledge, he has not heard of JANES EARL RAY, bht 
possibly CECIL could have known him, since at one time, ha was 
at Edwardsville and Alton,. There is a brother STANLEY RAY who 
GILBERT believes is in Vira, Ill., where he works at Crane 
Packing SO. There is a half brother, RICHARD RISLEY, who 
lives in Joliet, address unknown. GILBERT RAY advised he 
had not seen or heard from CECIL RAY in several months and 
the last he knew he was in Peoria, Illinois, working at a 
Shite (phoenctic) Service Station, probably the Site brand 
of independent stations.

LEONARD BOWLES furor associate of CECIL RAY advised 
he had heard nothing from him for two or three years. BOULES 
no longer operates a tavern but helps his son-in-law in the 
tire recapping business. PRESTON PRIOR f ovror.-aosxx'-ia^^^ 
had no recent information of CECIL*s where4b^W$»-x-nd‘^l?'^
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During contact with Sheriff KELLY and Chief 
DALE SLATER, May 14, 1968, both advised that the entire family 
of this group "were a little on the stupid side."
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