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TO

FROM

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SUBJECT:

DATE: June 11, 1968

Tolson __________
DeLoach ________
Mohr____________

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Inspector Ross Pikey, Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP), Ottawa, Canada, (telephone Area Code 613, 992-3008) 
telephoned my office this morning, 6-11-68, and spoke to SA Bland. 
Inspector Pikey said that he wanted the FBI in Washington to know 
that the RCMP was not furnishing any information to the press in 
Canada regarding the James Earl Ray case other than information 
confirming the issuance of a Canadian passport to Ray in the name of 
Ramon George Sneyd. )

, Inspector Pikey said that he was in close touch with H
our liaison representative, SA Moss limes. He said that the RCMP \j
has taken the position that the Ray case is an FBI matter and that any 
information concerning Ray should not come from the RCMP but only 
from the FBI. He said that the RCMP did not want or intend to jeopardize 
the subsequent prosecution of Ray in any way.

Inspector Pikey said that he was most proud of the 
excellent relationship between the FBI and the RCMP and was most 
complimentary of the Director and the FBI.

ACTION:

1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. Jones

JFB:pam ,> 
(6)

For information.
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Laboratory Transmittal Form 
7-72

,/.AL„ LA B O RAT O RY ^Jl...

1 - Mr. Hosea
(Mr. Long 2260) 

I - Mr. Conrad 
1 - Mr. Mortimer 
1 - Lab File

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To FBI, Memphis (44-1987) D°te: jane 11, 1968

/^Itobkim

00: Memphis

FBI File No.

Lab. No.

Examination requested by:

' Reference:

Examination requested:

Newark

Airtel 6/7/68

Document - Fingerprint

44-38861
0-680610041 JK

Remarks:

You will be advise# separately regarding the results 
of the fingerprint examination and the disposition of 0368.

tmiz

2

^ilA^iiclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 19 JUN 12 1968

Tolson ------------ —
DeLoach -------------
Mohr--------------- —
Bishop ----------------
Casper-------------—
Callahan_ j^—
Conrad--------4y
Felt Ax
Gale ---- Jr ^ v

Rosen Jr---------- -
Sullivan--------------  
T avel -------------—
Trotter_________ -
Tele. Room ---------
Holmes____ ;--------
Gandy___________

Newark 141-1541 Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report)

•^ report:)
f T ^

i:AI^(ll)

San Francisco (173-65). Enclos] 
w/r

MAIL ROOM

7 9 JUN 171968
ELETYPE UNIT I------1

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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7-lb REPORT 
of the

ii*d. LABORATORY ,iLt_I

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

Re:

FBI, Koshio (44-1987)
MURKIN 9 e

Date:

FBI File No.

Lab. No.

Juno 11, 1988 
44-38881 
$-888818841 JK

Specimens received 8/8/88

Q388 Application for subscription ''to the ’’Select lingaaino.” 
In the nano “James B. Ray" . ,

Bmlt of examination:

It was concluded that the questioned hand printing 
on Q368 was not prepared by JAMES EARL RAT, FBI #405942G.

Q368 will be returned separately. Photographs are 
retained.

Tolson __________  
DeLoach ________  
Mohr ____________  
Bishop __________  
Casper__________  
Callahan ________  
Conrad__________  
Felt
Gale ____________
Rosen __________  

.Sullivan _________  
have! ___________  
(Trotter __________  
''Tele. Rd&m ______ 
Holmes_________  
Gandy __________ MAIL ROOM O TELETYPE UNIT

JHMjAW^tll)
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! June 11, 1968

Hu
Mr. WilliamBreck
Franklin Community Hi^SehoaL 
Franklin/~M

Dear Mr. Breck:

Year letter of Jane Sth, with enclosure, has been 
j received.

{ In response to your Inquiries, portions of my
| testimony before the House Subcommittee on Appropriations are

given in a closed session and I am not at liberty to disclose the 
nature of that testimony. Further, information contained in our

' files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regu­
lations of the Department of Justice. I regret I am unable to 
furnish the data you are seeking.

I am, however, enclosing a copy of my published 
testimony before the Committee on February 23, 1968, and I hope 
you will find it of assistance.

MAILED. Z

JUN 111968
COMM-FBI

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoove?

Tolson __________ 
DeLoach ________  
Mohr____________
Bishop __________
Casper__________
Callahan ________  
Conrad __________  
Felt____________  
Gale ____________  
Rosen ___________ 
Sullivan _________  
Tavel ___________  
Trotter__________  
Tele. Room ______

Enclosure// ;
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. There is nq record 
of correspondence with Paul S$ptt;however, by outgoing le^eB9A9-§5,, to 
Robert Allen, who is on the Special Correspondents' List ansj knownto the 
Director on a first-name basis, appreciation was expressed both to Alltel 
and Scott on an article they had. written on the FBI’s role in civil righted4 
matters. „ l ’ ^ W

Holmes
Gandy _ 69 JW

JBT:
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6-5-68

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C.

Mr. Hoover

Enclosed, please find an article taken from the 
Indianapolis News, 6-3-68.

. Being a most concerned citizen, I’m wondering just
I how accurate the article is. I ask for no confidential
I information. I seek only to learn from you what statements 

are factual, what statements are still unfounded.

I Any light you can shed on this article will be greatly 
appreciated. I have numbered those comments of particular 
interest.

Thanking you in advance for your assistance, and 
commending you for your long service to your country, 
I remain

Respectfully

Wm. Breck

IP. S. What background information has the F. B. I. on the 
mentioned R. D. Abernathy, relative to his political activities.

COPY:nm
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FOREIGN INFLUENCE 4

New Leads On King Assassination
By Paul Scott

THE FEDERAL Bureau of Investiga­
tion’s massive probe of th* assassina­
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King is tak­
ing a possibly sensational turn.

With Janies Earl —___ _
Ray, the suspected

U.l or now dead, 
FBI agents have in­
creased their surveil­
lance of several . 
American Commu­
nists known to hev* 
been closely associ­
ated with King, in­
cluding one who Scott
wrote speeches for him in the past.

This new development was triggered 
by evidence gathered by the mere 
thag 1,000 agent* who have worked 
on the mysterious King shooting and 
by several “tips” and letters sent to 
the’FBL 4*|

One of th* most interesting of "

viewer «nd concern the now famous 
"Mountain TV speech Kin# made

takes like those contained in it — 
especially the one involving his age?”

"If the speech was written by some- . 
Me other than King, who was the^ 
author and when was it written?” '

Th* answers to these questions are 
considered highly important to the 
Investigation, since, if another person 
was concerned in the preparation of 
that speech, th* writer might be able 
to abed new light on it—especially 
those mistakes.

Also, If King had received help with 
the speech, the passages dealing with 
the d#i rights leader’s pemnonitinn of 
death would probably have been fully 
discusesd. Ung's request to the De­
troit police department for protection 
when he visited that city a few wrecks 
before his death indicated he feared 
for his life then.

INFORMATION gathered by the FBI 
on King, prior to hia assassination, 
showed that a secret member of the 
Communist party’s executive com­
mittee was one of King's closest ad­
viser* and speech writers.

TH* ghost writer for King prepared 
many of Ms most famous speeches.

. .. ___  ...., , _ to testimony given by FBI
on April 3. the night before Ms slay-j/ Director J. Edgar Hoover during a^- 
ing, shewing a premonition of his im- £ cto#* door meeting of a House Ap­
pending death. -------- ------------------------- :”“

WCI

itions subcommittee.
L

him with money made available by 
foreign sources

• That an international Communist 
“assassin squad” was involved in the 
slaying.

Because of Ray's mysterious trips 
«e Mexico and Canada shortly before 
the assassination, the entire U S. intel 
ligencs operation, ranging from the 
Central Intelligence Agency to the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, has been 
prated Into the hunt for King’s killer.

One CIA report indicates that Ray, 
who is linked to the murder weapon 
by fingerprints and ballistic data, may 
b*v« visited Cuba during his Mexican 
trip, according to information fur­
nished by a Mexican airline official.

The FBI assumpton Is that. If there 
was a conspiracy to kill King, those 
involved made arrangements to spirit 
their hired killer out of the U.S. to 
Cuba via either Mexico or Canada.

Probably the greatest irony of the 
prob* of King’s assassination is that 
EK Director J. Edgar Hoover, one of 
th* civil rights leader’s severest critics 
whan be was alive, is doing every­
thing in his power to solve the cat*.

Oil the other hand. King’s closest 
aid** In the Southern Christian Lead­
ership Conference are showing little

THE SPEECH was truly made 
in Memphis on April 3 as reported," 
the letter pointed out, “then how can 
one account for King stating his age 
as 36 (Instead of 39) and why does 
he speak of demonstrating tn Alabama
twipe during the speech?”

Alter chocking out the time and io- 
catign of King's final speech, several 
of the FBI agents assigned to the case 
decided to begin seeking answers to4 
a nimber df their own questions, in- 3 
cluing:

SMC* May during his tripe prior to 
King's assassination visited the same 
city in which this ghost writer live*, 
the UM is now investigating to deter­
mine If the two met covertly.

Recent evidence gathered by FBI 
agents in gm of the most massive 
probes in the ns lion’s history has

?

possibilities:
• That somebody close to King or 

within Ms own organization tipped off 4 
his assassin as to the civil rights lead- $

„ cr’J routine on the day of his slaying
King had personally written 4 • That Ray was hired directly by

that speech, why would he make mis? 4 .Gertrea JUack NauoMliMi who paid

or no interest In whether the killer is 
found.

WEN KEV. Ralph Abernathy, 
King’s successor as president of the 
SCfC, presented a senes of demands 
to Attorney General Ramsey Clark for 
the "Poor People's” campaign none 
of these called for more intensive 
effort to solve King’s assassination.

According to people who attended 
the meeting, nothing was said about 
King’s death or the FBI investigation, 
although a number of the poor in 
’’Resurrection City’’ had urged Aber­
nathy to press for a more vigorous 
probe. - — _

1^
.-'WLOStMl
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ,
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (

COMMUNICATION SECTION
JUN 111968

TELETYPE

I Mr. Tcisoft___ — 
| Mr. DeLoach___ . 
J ^ Mohr.______

Mr. Bishop--------
Mr. Casper
Mr. Callahan____

FBI WSH DC

FBI MEMPHIS

4142PM 6-11-6g URGENT BKS

TO DIRECTOR

FROM MEMPHIS C4H88D CW

Mr. Conrad..___

Mr. Sullivan------
Mr. Tavel---------
Mr. Trotter
Tele. Room____ _
Miss Holmes------
Mias Gandy ....-

HEBERT H, RAHEf, INSPECTOR, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 

UREAU OF PRISONS, AND JOHN J. CLARK, ALSO WITH U. S. BUREAU OF

PRISONS, CONTACTED MEMPHIS FBI OFFICE ON AFTERNOON JUNE ELEVEN.

THEY ADVISED THEY HAD BEEN IN MEMPHIS TWO DAYS ON HB1R®nO#S 

ATTORNEY GENERAL COUNSELING WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES RE SECURITY 

MEASURES WHICH MAY BE NEEDED WHEN RAY IS RETURNED TO MEMPHIS. THEY 

STATED THEY ARE HERE IN ADVISORY CAPACITY AND TO BE AS HELPFUL AS

POSSIBLE. PURPOSE IN COO#ING FBI OFFICE WAS TO ADVISE THEY WERE 

IN CITY AND THAT THEY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY SUGGESTIONS THIS OFFICE

MIGHT HAVE TO MAKE IN CONNECTION WITH HAMM#8 OF MY IN MEMPHIS

FBI OFFICE AT MEMPHIS WILL MAKE NO COMMENTS^5HA|DM# Ife SECURITY

OF RAY IF AND WHEN HE IS RETURNED ,^MWS.j
STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL PHIL M. CAffi^, COTOI NG’S «^y COUNTY ’ ( 

' t p , , Si'ecml hcpnf ^ cwh«6&
IN STATE OF TENNESSEE, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED SAO THIS DATE AS

FOLLOWS!

§4 JUN T91968
4 J^ 131968

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO

CASALE STATED KE WAS HOT IN AGREEMENT WITH DEPARTMENTAL 

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN ROSE IB ERG IN REGARD TO MAXING EFFORTS ID SECURE

AFFIDAVITS FROM RALPH M. CARPENTER. CARPENTER, AS BUREAU IS AWARE, 

IS EMPLOYEE AT YORK ARMS WHO SOLD BIHOCUURS ® SWECT INSTANT 

CASE AND HAS IDENTIFIED PHOTO. CARPENTER CURRENCY CONFINED

TENNESSEE PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL AND INSTITUTE IN MEMPHIS, CANALE 

WAS OF OPINION THAT ANY EXTENSIVE INTERVIEWS WITH CARPENTER MAY 

WELL LEAD TO EXTENSIVE PUBLICITY REGARDING HIS I##C®#IW AND 

MAY MA VE DETRI MENTAL EFFECT ON FUTUR E OF THIS CASE.

DEPARTMENTAL REPRESENTATIVE ROSE!® ERG CONTACTED MEMPHIS

OFFICE AND ADVISED THAT AT PRESENT TIME NO INTERVIEWS WILL BE

ATTEMPTED WITH CARPENTER. THIS INFO FURNISHED AT APPROXIMATELY 
CewW»\ ST^Nlim TIM

FOUR PM, M TODAY.

A A D. P.

END

GFH

FBI WASH DC

P

.«M 1J : ? mH f
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 COITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-106

Tolson ----------------
DeLoach -------------
Mohr-------------------
Bishop ----------------
Casper----------------

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
DATE: 6/11/68

Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Felt___  
Gale__

Tavel -----------------
Trotter----------------
Tele. Room ---------

Sullivan

The General Investigative Division advised this morning of a 
request from the Department for a portrait parle (photograph) comparison 
between certain pictures of the subject James Earl Ray. Specifically, the 
comparison requested was between a photograph of "Erid S. Galt" 
purportedly taken in early 1968 in connection with his attendance at a 
bartender school in California and prison photographs of James Earl Ray 

taken in 1960 and 1966. The requested comparisons have been made and 
we have determined definitely that the Erid. S. Galt photograph is actually 
a photograph of the same person depicted in the James Earl Ray prison 
photographs. Results of this comparison have been telephonically furnished 
General Investigative Division.

Assistant Director Rosen advises he has furnished the results 
of the examination to Mr. Pollak in the Department and Mr. Pollak has 
requested the Laboratory’s assistance in preparing an affidavit. A 
Mr. Maurice A. Roberts subsequently contacted me and requested / 
assistance in the technical wording incident to the preparation of the 
affidavit. We are complying with this Department request and will N, 
execute the affidavit after it has been prepared and the wording has been 
determined to be technically accurate. *

ACTION: None. For information.

44-^&861

1 -Mf. Mohr
1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. McGowan
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Griffith
1 - Mr. Shaneyfelt
1 - Mr. Mortimer

WDG:mb (9)

7 9 JUN 191968
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nriffwpg
FBI WA S H DC

FBI MEMPHIS - 

84$ AM URGENT 6-12-68 MCP

TO DJWTfOR AND BUFFALO 

mM MEMPHIS 44-1987 1 P

Mr. Tolson—----  
Mr. DeLoach— 
Mr. Mohr--------- -
Mr. Bishop------ -
Mr. Casper—.—.

Mr. Callahan------ 
Conrad------- 

Felt-----

Sullivan..----
Tavel.---------
Trotter------ -

Tele. Boom--------
Miss Holmes------
Miss Gandy——

HE BUFFALO TEL EIGHT ELEVEN P. M., JUNE ELEVEN PAST.
^-^ IT IS NOTED ROBERT MC DOULDTON IN INFORMATION FURNISHED 

^TORONTO PD EXPLAINED HE HAD USED PUBLIC PHONE BOOTH IN VICINITY

NINE SIX TWO DUNDAS STREET AND FOUND ENVELOPE THERE A DDR J WED 

TO SNEYD AT DUNDAS ADDRESS. REQUEST BUFFALO THROUGH LIPSON 

WITH TORONTO PD DETERMINE IF POSSIBLE LONG DISTANCE PHONE

CALLS THAT MAY HAVE EMANATED FROM PHONE BOOTH OF INTEREST. STRONG

POSSIBLIITY EXISTS THAT SUBJECT MAY VERY WELL HAVE USED PHONE

BOOTH AND THIS MIGHT ACCOUNT FOR ENVELOPE BEING THERE.

A A D.

tt*MrWM«M*4MMI«».

REG 88
P. END

JTM

FBI WASH DC np 70 JUKI 81968
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION/
JUN121968

44-696

VJ i 1 - iwdi
Mr. OeLvach—».
Mr. Mohr-——
Mr. Bishop..—
Mr. Casper.„___
Mr. Callahan___
Mr. Conrad_ __ _ 
Mr. FelL.-?_-Z 
Mr. Gale—Ju^l——
Mr. BosenJg_
Mr. Sulli^nl—
Mr. Tavel— .
Mr. Trotter____
Tele. Room
Miss Holmes___

Miss Gandy____

°^ RE LOS ANGELES TELS, MAY SEVENTEEN, EIGHTEEN, TWENTY TWO, 

AND TWENTY NINE LAST.

BUREAU HAS INSTRUCTED REASONABLE EFFORT BE EXPENDED TO 

LOCATE LESTER EDWARD PACXETT AND RESOLVE ALLEGATIONS 

FURNISHED LOS ANGELES TIMES. EFFORTS TO LOCATE PACXETT LOS 

ANGELES NEGATIVE. PACKETT HAS FOLLOWING RELATIVES: MOTHER, 

CALLIE PACKET^ LAST KNOWN ADDRESS ONE ONE ZERO WRIGHT STREET, 

SWEETWATER, TtljESSEE} BROTHER, FRED PACKETT, SWEETWATER; 

SISTER, CALLIE i&AE HAMILTON, THREE TWO FOUR ZERO SUNSET DRIVE, 

KNOXVILLE.

KNOXVILLE CONTACT RELATIVES TO DETERMINE LESTER’S PRESENT

ADDRESS. ^jg W-SS^fe/

LEAMONT WHITE, WESTERN UNION EMPLOYEE, ADVISED TODAY

FRANK BRICKLEY WAS IN LOS ANGELES FROM WEDNESDAY, JUNE

END PAGE ONE 3 JUN 12 1968

7 9 JUN 171968
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PAGE TWO

LA 4411514

Fin LiST, THMBe SUim, JUKI BIKE LAST, LOOKING FOR 

"BOB", WHO WHITE HAS IDENTIFIED AS IDENTICAL TO LESTER 

BIMI PACKETT. WHITE REPORTS BRICKLEY’S SEARCH KEGATIWE,

BID . ' .

BJP ' ' ' ' ' . . '

FBI WASH DC
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RECO-TELETYPE UNIT

. FBI

Jun 12 3 «AN’68
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FD-36 (R«v. 5-2^64)

F B I

Date: 6/7/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

„ AIRTEL
Via _____________

(Priority)

FROM

C MURKI
1501—

TO:

phis (44-1987)

LEGAT, LONDON

IRECTOR. FBI (44-38861)

(88-72) (P)

Re London cable 6/7/68.

Enclosed herein is one copy of British European 
Airlines Manifest for Flight 074, London to Lisbon, May 7 
last.

For the Bureau's information, it should be noted 
that this is actually a microfilm of the pulled portion of 
the airline ticket and it is the best copy available.

Also enclosed is a Xerox copy of the ticket issued
to subject by BOAC Office 
for the flight to Lisbon,

Regent Street, London,

which was issued to him for $14.60.
together with a copy of

on May 7 
the voucher

The foregoing for information and use of

3/- Bureau (Enc. 2) 
I - Liaison (direct) 
1 - London
JTM:vw
(5)

the Bureau.

♦

62JUN20 1968
Approved: _________ .__________________

Special Agent in Charge

22 JUN JO ^

M PerSent
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 6/7/68

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL 
(Priority)

TO

FROM

SUBJECT

: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574)

MURKIN./

Re Los Angeles tel 6/7/68.

Re JAMES H. MC CARTHY, Pasadena, Californ

Enclosed for the Bureau are two xeroxed copies 
of article captioned "Secrecy Shrouds Mystery Man in King 
Slaying" as appeared in Los Angeles Times 4/13/68.

k.COPIES MADE, DATES.M^f-BY

i DELiVEhr

LE 62-117290)

FOB REVit
TO HSCA i-
(StE4

REC 11

M Per8&M»-—------- “
Special Agent in Charge
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' ,;JH'jl&„ the presew?—of, 
I tlie Mustang in Atlanta 
1 was not reported until

Thursday, it became m- 
• creasingly clear Friday 

that. FBI agents had been 
seeking a man named Galt 
for several days, possibly 
as early as last Friday— 
the day after the slaying.

Check With Union
Percy Strickland, a tele- 

.phone repairman w h o 
• lives in t h e r o o m i n g 
' house, said Thursday he 
had "heard the name of 
Eric Galt plenty the last 
week. The FBI has talked 
to everybody in the. room­
ing' house."

Then it was learned 
■Friday that long before 
the Mustang was found

1 FBI agents had checked 
i with both the Maritime 
''Union nnd SoofcircL's inter-­
national Union in Mobile, 
asking about an Eric Galt.

In obtaining his driver's 
license, the man named 
Galt had given his occupa­
tion as an unemployed 

' seaman. '
A g e n t s also checked 

with one of the largest, 
fishing concerns in the 
Alabama gulf area and in

Coast Guard files in Wash­
ington before the Mustang 
was found, it was learned.

The name of Eric Galt 
might never have come to 
public attention if news­
men in Atlanta had not 
caught a glimpse of the . 
license number as the 
Mustang was Vicing towed 
away Thursday by the 
FBI. ’

Cited in FBI Bulletin
The license, Alabama 1­

38993, is the same number 
as that cited in an FBI 
bulletin issued Thursday 
in Miami, an alert that 
sought help in finding 
Galt. The bulletin said he 
was last seen driving a 
white Mustang with that 
number.

As far as is publicly 
known, the onlv direct 
link between the auto 
impounded in Atlanta and 
the Memphis slaying is the 
make and color.

Witnesses who reported 
seeing a white' Mustang 
drive away from the Mem­
phis murder scene did not 
get a, license number.

Dr. King was assassinat­
ed shortly after 6 p.m. 
Memphis time April 4, or 
shortly after 7 p.m. Atlanta 
time. ,

The Mustang registered 
to Galt was first reported 
seen in Atlanta on the 
morning of April 5, al­
though witnesses differ in 
this respect. One said she 
saw it as early as 7 a.m. 
Two others insist that 
thev saw it being parked 
at 8:30 or 9.

401) Miles Apart
The distance from Mem­

phis to Atlanta is about 
400 miles. Taking into 
account the one-hour loss 
because of the time zone 
change, a driver, depend­
ing on his mood, could 
have left Memphis Mier 
the s'aying and arrived in

Atlanta as early as 3 a.m. 
the next day. •

T h e automobile w a s 
found in the parking lot of 
the Capitol Homes Deve­
lopment, a garden-type 
project designed for low 
i n c o m e families, about 
five blockw-fram, the State 
Capitol, past which Dr.

King's funeral procession 
passed Tuesday, four days 
after the Mustang was 
first sighted, in Atlanta..

The Rev. Ike Powell 
notified police about the 
car Thursday,^aBor receiv­
ing a call from a. member

of .his Inner Ci.UJktljo- 
dist Church. He said he 
had hesitated at first be­
cause "it's such a big 
world and there are so 
many white Mustangs."

When city detectives 
arrived, said Mr. Powell, 
they "didn't, appear too 
excited."

But he said FBI agents 
arrived later and soon 
"were all over the place."

Johnny Nielsen, a 13- 
year-old boy, said he no­
ticed a large amount of 
cigaret or cigar ash on the 
front seat, a great deal of 
red mud on the front 
floorboard and used 1987 
license tags on a ledge 
inside the back window.

Two Mexican "Turista" 
decals of recent issuance 
were on the back and side 
windows he said, indicat­
ing perhaps that the own­
er had visited Mexico rc- 
centiy. '--------
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' This, of course,Jedto 
speculation that if the car 
owner had any connection 
with tlio a.ssasmatioii he 
might have scouted a Mex­
ican hiding place earlier— 
or a jumping off place to 
South America.

■ Envoy Denies Bequest
Earlier reports indicated 

the search for the assassin 
hod snread to Mexico, 
:M ov;'i A ILS. ambas- 

dn? |I ( nd Mexican 
’a dm <’ 1 oacu have de­
ji g 1 quest was
mad ' Awcan officials 
tn i 1, the hunt.

'dm in Aflanta said 
they have not been asked 
to participate in the FBI 
i n v c s t i g a t i o n here, 
whatever its mysterious 
nature. ■

V,k IM 'h i ii tele- 
IV, c ’ tasking
fcr 1 p । hi j Galt

H l,i was re-
W1 I I > l P order."
Tgo a ' t i m i c 
'Im F ti (FBI

i ) i i i m i spot- 
i 1

t>U r l, < f t C PThi 
aiusiang was impounocu, 
the message was with­
drawn with the puzzling 
explanation that it had 
been released by mistake. 

The FBI would make

.GyiL.®!': rccuE- 
Birmingham dealer be­
lieved to have sold the 
rifle used to kill .Dr. King 
reportedly have been 
seized by the FBI here, 
and the dealer has ack­
nowledged that he was 
questioned by agents Mon­
day- ;

However, he said ho 
could neither confirm nor 
deny that his firm had 
sold the rifle that had i 
killed the civil rights lead­
er because his records 
have been impounded.

The gun, found near the 
assassination scene, was 
traced to him through the 
wholesaler who purchased 
it from the manufacturer, 
it was reported.

M e a nwhile. Memphis 
police said they still were 1 
checking on the story of a 
young Citizens Band radio 
operator who claimed he 
had relayed reports of an 
alleged police chase of the 
assassin on the city's out­
skirts soon sifter the shoot- , 
ing. 1।

..He said he hgl-swp 
toned "reports from a "po­
lice lieutenant" that he 
was chasing a white Mus­
tang. The lieutenant he 
named lias denied making 
any such report and that 
he was involved in a 
chase.

absohiielv no comment. ■ 
about those unusual proce- ।

ciraht

'ketches boinn used in the
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FD-?50 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

/- / LOS ANGELES TINES
Lo s Ang e les, C a 1

Date:

Edition:

Author:

Editor:

Title:

Character:

Classification:

Submitting Office:

| | Being Investigated
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. / irJBi’^the pi'e$s«ift- of
’ the Mustang in Atlanta 
■ was not reported until

' ’ Thursday, it became in­
. creasingly clear Friday

■ that FBI agents had been 
seeking a man named Gait 
for several days, possibly 
as early as last Friday—- 
the day after the slaying.

Check With Union
Percy Strickland, a tele- 

p h o n e re pad rm an w h o
Rives in the rooming 

■ house, said Thursday’ he 
had "heard the name of 
Eric Galt plenty the last 
week. The FBI has talked 
to everybody in the room­
ing house."

Then it was learned 
■Friday’ that long before 
the Mustang was found 

'FBI agent’ had checked 
with boUi the Maritime 

■’Union and Seafarers Inter­
national Union in Mobile, 
asking about an Eric Galt.

In obtaining his driver's 
license, the man named 
Galt had given his occupa­
tion as an unemployed 

' seaman.
■ .Agents also checked 
with one of the largest 
fishing concerns in the 
Alabama gulf area and in

CoasCCfuard files in Wash­
ington before the Mustang 
was found, it was learned.

The name of Eric Galt 
might never have come to 
public attention il news­
men in Atlanta had not 
caught a glimpse of the ( 
license number as the 
Mustang was being towed 
away Thursday by the 
FBI. ‘

Cited in FBI Bulletin
The license, Alabama 1­

38993, is the same number 
as that cited in an FBI 
bulletin issued Thursday 
in Miami, an alert that 
sought help in finding 
Galt. Tire bulletin said he 
was last seen driving a 
white Mustang with that 
number.

As far as is publicly 
known, the onh’ direct 
link between the auto 
impounded in Atlanta and 
the Memnhis slaying is the 
make and color.

Witnesses who reported 
seeing a white Mustang 
drive away from the Mem­
phis murder scene did not 
get a license number.

’ Dr. King was assassinat­
ed shortly after 6 p.m. 
Memphis time April 4, or 
shortly after 7 p.m. Atlanta 
time.

The Mustang registered 
to Galt was first reported 
seen in Atlanta on the 
morning of April a, al­
though witnesses differ in 
this respect. One said she 
saw it as early7 as 7 a.m. 
Two ’others insist that 
thev saw it being parked 
at 8:30 or 9.

400 Miles Apart
The distance from Mem­

phis to Atlanta is about 
Ml >i les. Taking into 

i the one-hour loss 
of the time zone 
a driver, depend- 

i his speed, con id

acctK
•b . 1 
cl

Atlanta as early7 as 3 a.m. 
the next clay.

T h e automobile w a s 
found in the parking lot of 
the Capitol Homes Deve­
lopment, a garden-type 
project designed for low 
i n co m e families, about 
five blodnAen the State 
Capitol, past which Dr.

King's funeral procession 
passed Tuesday, four days 
after the Mustang was 
first sighted in Atlanta, 

The Rev. Ike Powell 
notified police about the 
car Thurscj.ajy.wfier receiv­
ing a call from a member

of, his Inner Ci.tyx.Meth,o- 
dist Church. He said he 
had hesitated at first be­
cause "it's such a big 
world and there are. so 
many white Mustangs."

When city detectives 
arrived, said Mr. Powell, 
they "didn't appear too 
excited."

Bui he said FBI agents 
arrived later and soon 
"were all over the place."

Johnny Nielsen, a 13- 
year-old boy, said he no­
ticed a large amount of 
cigaret or cigar ash on the 
front seat, a great deal of 
red mud on the front 
floorboard and used 1937 
license tags on a ledge 
inside the back window.

Two Mexican "Turista" 
decals of recent issuance 
were on the back and side 
windows he said, indicat­
ing perhaps that the own- 
t/kxl visited Mexico re-

hmc left Memphis situ 
the 'laying mid arrive.! m
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
A^AY 1962 LOTION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to mr. TOLSON

from ; C. D. DE LOACH

SUBJECT: MURKIN

DATE:

1-Mr. De Loach 
1-Mr. Rosen 
1-Mr. Gale 
1-Mr. Conrad 
1-Mr. McGowan

6/11/68
Tavel -----------------
Trotter__________1-Mr. Mohr 

1-Mr. Bishop 
1-Mr. Sullivan 
1-Mr. Trotter 
1-Mr. Long

SET note on REVERSE side
Legat, Minnich called from London at 3:15 p. m. this afternoon. 

Assistant Attorney General Vinson had a press conference this morning at 
10:15 a. m. During the conference he praised police cooperation between the 
FBI, the RCMP and Scotland Yard. He attempted to straighten out the record 
claiming that he had not interrogated subject Ray but that he had briefly seen 
him. The papers had previously reported that Vinson had interrogated Ray. 
Vinson became flustered when he was questioned by the reporters regarding 
the movements of Ray in several countries. Being unable to answer the 
questions, he eventually replied "No comment. ” In answer to questioning, 
Vinson stated that two sets of extradition papers were being sent to the British 
Home Office.

Vinson told Minnich that he had been discussing this case with / 
the Attorney General. Extradition papers are to be placed on a 7:00 p. m. // 
plane from Washington to London. The AG apparently told Vinson there was | / 
a delay in forwarding these papers inasmuch as the FBI had had difficulty in Vy' 
locating a witness by the name of Stephens. (Stephens has not been '
located as yet, however, this is not delaying the filing of the extradition papers.) 
Vinson told Minnich that the Departme nt would possibly call upon the FBI to 
place the extradition papers on the evening plane. I told Minnich that we had 
not received such a request. T rv AEX-105 REC 11 - ? pt/-/ ' W 0

Vinson has booked reservations on a flight to depart London on 
Thursday, 6/13/68, at 2:00 p. m. Vinson has continued his efforts to inspect 
security measures at Wandsworth Prison. The British Home Secretary’s 
office has informed U. S. Ambassador Bruce that Vinson will not be allowed
this privilege. Ambassador Bruce was flatly told that it would be an insult to 
the British Government for Vinson to inspect security measures at Wandsworth. 
Vinson has asked the AG to contact Undersecretary of State Katzenbacb. so that 
a request can be made through diplomatic channels. Minnich doubts that 
Vinson will be allowed to inspect Wandsworth’s security m^^up^^g^spite 
pressure brought on by the American Government.

Our Paris Legat, Norman Philcox, has completed his invest®' 
gation in Lisbon, Portugal. Sources in Portugal have sent letters to all banks 
inquiring if Ray had funds deposited therein or had rented a safe deposit box.

CONTINUED.... OVER
(11)
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DeLoach to Mr. Tolson
Re: MURKIN

The results of this check will not be in for several days. Legal Philcox has 
no further leads remaining. I told Minnich to order Philcox back to Paris so 
that he could immediately prepare a letterhead memorandum regarding the 
results of his investigation. This memorandum will first be reviewed by 
SA Martindale and then will be sent to FBI Headquarters. Philcox will leave 
Portugal tomorrow morning, 6/12/68, at 10:45 a. m.

SA Martindale has spent most of his time at Scotland Yard 
assisting the representatives of our London Office. Investigation thus far by 
Scotland Yard has shown that subject Ray cannot be placed anywhere in London 
until the date of May 28, 1968, when he checked into the New Earl’s Court’ 
Hotel. On June 5, 1968, subject Ray checked into the Pax Hotel and remained 
there until he checked out to travel to Brussels, Belgium. One source has 
advised that subject Ray told him he planned to go to Rhodesia.

Subject Ray thus far has not indicated any wiHingness to reveal 
anything. Chief Superintendent Butler has advised Minnich that Ray, en route 
from the London Airport to Scotland Yard, was advised by Butler that there was 
reason to believe the subject’s name was James Earl Ray. The subject allegedly 
turned white and did not deny this allegation, however, on the other hand, he 
did not admit anything.

Minnich has now put in an official request, through Embassy 
channels, to interview Ray, The HomcHjffieewm final decision.
iS^mus^^ before such an interview can take place. This - J ,
r^j^^^j^P^^^ 1̂^^ relied, ”By all means."1^^

Minnich still believes that there will be a minimum of three and
a half weeks to a maximum of six weeks before extradition can take place. Even 
after the order of extradition is given, there will be a 15-day waiting period in 
which subject can make an appeal if he so desires. In the event he does desire 
to appeal, there will of course be further delay in extradition.

I specifically asked Minnich what his recommendations were 
concerning the men from FBI Headquarters who are currently in London. He 
stated that he was keeping these men busy and that frankly, he felt it would be 
cheaper in the long run to let them remain in London rather than returning to 
Washington and then having to go back upon subject’s extradition. Minnich 
raised the point that there of course was the possibility that subject Ray at 
any time might indicate he was perfectly willing to be returned to the United 
States and that he would sign any papers certifying this fact. If this happens, 
our representatives must be in a position to move fast. Consequently, Minnich

- 2 - CONTINUED..........OVER
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DeLoach to Mr. Tolson 
Re: MURKIN

I agree with Minnich in this recommendation, as does Rosen. 
We should, however, make a check after the next hearing to be held on 
June 19, 1968, to see if there still appears to be a maximum of four to six 
weeks before the subject will be extradited. In this event, consideration 
might be given to having our Agents return rather than remain in London for 
an extended period of time.

ACTION:

For record purposes.

-3-
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

? Mr.

M' F B I

Date: 6/7/68

Transmit the following in

Via
AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL - REGISTERED
(Priority)

1.
J

7 vj 1

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM

SUBJEC

Q^SM. FRANCISCO (17 3-65)

MURKIN 
-OTfr^GHTS

00: MEMPHIS

Re San Francisco 
of SA JOE C. HESTER, dated

teletype, dated 6/5/68, 
6/5/68, at Memphis.

and report

Enclosed for the Bureau are three copies of an FD-302
dated June 7, 1968, reflecting the results of interview of 
ROBERT LAWRENCE RUSSELL. Two copies each of this FD-302 are 
enclosed for Kansas City, Memphis, and New Orleans

Observations of the San Francisco Office Relative 
to the Interview of ROBERT LAWRENCE RUSSELL

ROBERT LAWRENCE RI 
morning of June 4, 1968, and the interview was continued after 
a break for lunch. During this entire interview, RUSSELL 
rambled, was vague, incoherent, inconsistent, and evasive. 
The entire impression created was that RUSSELL was looking 
for attention. It is believed that he was not truthful at 
all times in that any knowledge that he has concerning JAMES
EARL RAY could have easily 
and could be spiced by his 
arrested in 1967. RUSSELL

knowledge of New Orleans where he was 
stated wyuibWw he has li

2 
2
1

Bureau (Encs. 3)(RM)
.Kansas City (44-760)(Encs. 2)(AM)(RM)
Memphis (44-1987)(Encs. 2)(AM)(RM)
New 
San

MTG/sms 
(10)

Orleans (Encs. 2)(AM)(RM)
Francisco
#11 G- ^sr-ifi

Sent M Per ----------------------------Approved: _______________________________

79JmWen,i”Ch"9e
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SF 173-65
MTG/sms

many occasions, but he was telling the truth now. His story 
would vary from time to time.

By teletype dated June 6, 1968, the Philadelphia, 
New York, and Newark Offices we advised that ROBERT LAWRENCE 
RUSSELL had furnished those offices with inaccurate and unreliable 
information.

San Francisco does not contemplate a reinterview of 
RUSSELL at this time unless directed to do so by the Bureau, 
Memphis, or Kansas City.

New Orleans is being furnished copies of this 
communication; however, no lead is being set out for New Orleans 
to conduct specific investigation. It is noted that New Orleans 
conducted an 88 investigation regarding ROBERT LAWRENCE RUSSELL 
during 1967 at which time he was using the names JAMES ALEXANDER 
and ROBERT LAWRENCE.

- 2 -
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

* ^ote-jyne—7-5—196 8—

_ ROBERT LAWRENCE^RUSSELL, FBI Number 892 144A was
interviewed in the San Frahcisco County Jail, Hall of Justice 
Building, San Francisco, California, on June 4, 1968.

RUSSELL advised that his true name was ROBERT LAWRENCE 
RUSSELL although he was confined to the San Francisco County Jail 
4inde^jJi<*jum^j^ RUSSELL stated he was born on
____ t in Atlantic City, New Jersey. He stated he is 
being held on a charge of grand theft\ and his trial date is July 
10, 196 8. .

RUSSELL related he was arrested in New Yogk City, New 
York, about September 23, 1967, and has been in custody ever 
since except for a week in November, 1967. He advised that in 
November, 1967, he was released because he was cooperating with 
the New York City Police Department and/or the Ney York County 
District Attorney’s Office. He advised he was returned to 
California and since returning to California has.been confined 
first in the San Francisco City Jail and then'-the San Francisco 
County Jail, located on the sixth and seventh floors respectively 
of the Hall of Justice Building.

He advised that his wife is VALERIE RUSSELL, 12 East 
31st Street, New York City, New York. He advised she was a legal 
secretary who formerly worked for Judge MURPHY, not otherwise 
identified. He related his wife is pregnant and expecting a baby 
in the next two weeks. "

RUSSELL advised that he had written a letter which he 
gave to BRUCE GOVERN while they were both confined in San Francisco 
Cfly-lail" He advised that this letter was entirely a figment of 
his imagination and had no basis in fact except that he said he 
knew a man by the name of GALT in New Orleans, Louisiana, in 1967.

RUSSELL stated after examining the photographs of JAMES 
EARL RAY that he saw RAY who was using the name JIMMY GALT in the 
Roosevelt Hotel bar in New Orleans, Louisiana, in April, 1967, 
late in the month, or May, 1967.

6/4/68 San Francisco, California SF 173-65
On at File #_

SAs LEO A. SCHON and / / / 7 l-i0 ^
MICHAEL T. GEARY - sms V u / 1 6/6/68

by Date dictated

roperty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:
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SF 173-65 '
MTG/sms ■

■ RUSSELL related he was using the name JAMES ALEXANDER 
at this time. He related that eventually he was arrested in the 
City of New Orleans and was bqoked under the name JAMES ALEXANDER.

He advised that he did not consider the photograph 
of JAMES EARL RAY wherein RAY is wearing sunglasses to be a 
good likeness. He related that the photograph showing RAY in 
a business suit with a white shirt and wearing a tie was a good 
likeness of the man he knew as JIMMY GALT. He described JIMMY 
GALT as a white male American, 180 to 190 pounds, 5’10’", and 
having black hair. He advised he never paid any attention to 
GALT's eyes. He stated he could not recall any scars on his 
forehead or hands. He was unable to describe the nose and made 
no remarks concerning the chin. He advised that GALT wore a 
watch and a diamond pinky ring. He also wore sunglasses with 
a black frame. He advised that he met RAY in the bar at the 
Roosevelt Hotel in New Orleans.

RUSSELL advised that he had .won some money gambling 
and was in New Orleans to enjoy himself and to see if he could 
make any other scores. He stated he was aware that the State of 
California wanted him at that time.

He advised that he had frequented the Hotel Roosevelt 
bar for several days and noticed RAY,or GALT as he was called, 
in the bar and eventually met him. He advised that GALT had a 
great deal of money. He stated it was his belief that he could 
have had as much as $25,000 and this was based upon the fact 
that he saw GALT take money out of his pocket and that he had 
several $50 and/or $100 bills in his possession. He advised 
after seeing GALT with this roll that he decided he wanted to 
get to know him and to get to know where his residence was 
located so that he could get the money from him. He advised 
he intended to burglarize GALT’s residence if necessary.

He advised that after talking with GALT at the bar 
in the Roosevelt Hotel that he eventually told GALT that he was 
wanted by the police. He advised that he saw GALT several times 
during a two or three week period. He advised that eventually 
GALT indicated that he also had done time but had been out for 
five or six years.

He described GALT as being very quiet, did not like 
Negro people, and seemed to enjoy gambling.

He related GALT never took him to his residence. He 
advised it was his belief that GALT lived either with his brother 
or his uncle in New Orleans, Louisiana. He stated this was based 
upon the fact that they went riding in an automobile one after­
noon and that they drove by a house which was located three or 
four blocks from the French market and also near a big church, 
and GALT indicated he lived there.
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He advised that the automobile they were riding in belonged to 
GALT’s girl friend.

He advised that this house was located about ten or 
twelve blocks from Canal Street and five or six blocks from a 
big church, stating that the street had big houses on it and 
that at least two families lived in the building.

He advised it was his recollection that he was intro­
duced to GALT by a barmaid in the Roosevelt Hotel. RUSSELL stated 
that he frequented the bar every night and was so well known there 
that he could even leave a tab. He advised that he cannot recall 
the barmaid’s name or her description. He stated it was his 
recollection that the bartender was a white male American, about 
55 years of age, with gray hair, wearing glasses, who was short 
and stocky. He stated this bartender had a helper behind the 
bar who was either of Mexican or Spanish extraction.

RUSSELL stated GALT was frequently in the company of 
women and he believed that the girl he was with most of the time 
was named EVELYN (Last Name Unknown) who came from some place in 
the South, possibly Montgomery, Alabama. RUSSELL stated that it 
was his belief or recollection that EVELYN was a friend of a girl 
who had worked at JACK RUBY’s place in Dallas, Texas. He advised 
that also in RAY's company was another woman by the name of IRENE 
and that he believes she might have been from Los Angeles, 
California, and had some connection with a bar either as an owner 
or a prospective purchaser.

RUSSELL related that although he met GALT in the bar 
at the Roosevelt Hotel, that he also saw him in a restaurant or 
bar across the street from the Royal Orleans Hotel and near 
Napoleon’s Bar. He remarked that the Royal Orleans Hotel had a 
bar called the Touche Bar which opened after 4:00 p.m. He advised 
that located on a corner immediately adjacent to the Royal Orleans 
Hotel was Napoleon’s Bar and that further down in the block was a 
small bar which had a large back room entirely devoted to gambling. 
He advised that he was in this small bar with the back room for 
gambling with GALT on at least one occasion and that GALT placed 
bets in this room with a girl named ’’PAT."

He stated that a city building was located across the 
street from the Royal Orleans Hotel and that very close to this 
city building was a bar called Sinatraville. He advised that the 
bartender or owner of this establishment would know GALT and would 
know RUSSELL as JIMMY ALEXANDER.
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He stated that if the owner of the Sinatraville were 
contacted9 that he should be asked about the little blonde girl 
that came from Mississippi or Alabama, the one who quit her job. 
He stated that the owner should be asked if he has seen ALEXANDER 
or JIMMY recently.

He advised that there was a restaurant located over 
the Absinthe House and that he was in this restaurant on one 
occasion with JIMMY GALT.

- RUSSELL related that after he had been in New Orleans 
a short time he was arrested and was held in jail for a few days, 
and after he got out went back to the bar, Sinatraville, inquired 
about the girl and was told that PAY had gone to a place in 
Mexico. RUSSELL could not remember the exact dates for the above.

He related that also during the time that he was in 
New Orleans, a girl he was out with one night got picked up by 
the police. He stated that he immediately got in contact with 
the syndicate through a bartender at the Touche Bar in the 
Roosevelt Hotel and that this girl was then released almost 
immediately.

He advised that during the time he was in New Orleans 
that MATT MONROE (phonetic), a. singer, was appearing in the 
Roosevelt Hotel. RUSSELL related that he got to know MATT MONROE 
and KENNY (Last Name Unknown), MATT MONROE’s pianist. He related 
that on one occasion they went to a bar on Bourbon Street and that 
JIMMY GALT came in and joined them. He related MATT MONROE resided 
at the hotel during his engagement.

PUSSELL advised that during the time he was in New 
Orleans, the Japanese International Floating Fair was in town. 
He advised that he became very well known aboard this ship and 
in fact was able to have the Mayor of New Orleans declare one 
of the officials connected with the Japanese International 
Floating Fair an honorary citizen of the City of New
Orleans.

He advised, 'Maybe RAY killed him. I believe that 
RAY was hired. Both men were killed by the same people." He 
related that by both men he meant President JOHN F. KENNEDY and 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.
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