TO

FROM

ia
sUMECT:/ "IQURK[N
\\.

- ’ 7 & a&

S

79 Jui 1968

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 i 3010-10¢
MAY 1962 EDITION

G3SA GIN. REG. MO, 17 Tolson ——0m——

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Del.oach

Mohr

Memoramndwm r

Conrad ——————

Felt

Gale ————
Mr. Rose@[/f paTE:  June 12, 1968 Rosen -
, 1 - Mr. Rosen Tavel ———
1 - MI'. Malley Tele. Room
C.L. Mc 1 - Mr. McGowan o —
1 - Mr. Long ‘

At 10:35 p. m., 6-12-68, Assistant Attorney General
Stephen J. Pollak, Civil Rights Division, telephonically contacted
Extra-Duty Supervisor H. E. Helgeson. He advised that in connection
with preparations of affidavits in Memphis, the Department urgently
needed six copies of the New Rebel Motor Hotel registration card
signed by Eric S. Galt. Pollak asked if we could have these copies
flown to Memphis to be available to Departmental Attorney C. Harold
Flannery on the morning of 6-13-68.

SA James Mortimer of the Laboratory was contacted and
he made available six copies of this registration card. &

ACTION:

Washington Field Office was instructed to make
arrangements to have these copies delivered to Memphis on the
next available flight. SAC Jensen, Memphis, was alerted to the
arrival of these documents and was instructed that they should be
delivered to Departmental Attorney Flannery.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 6/12/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Vig AIRTEL AIRMAIL

(Priority)

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)
@ﬂ%nxyiwv

unless future action might warrant it.

ek
N

e JUN 13 1968

1 - Birmi
HAS:mf1l
(6)

In view of subject RAY's apprehension, Birmingham
is not submitting a report reflecting investigation to
locate RAY since report submitted by SA HENRY A, SNOW,
Birmingham, 5/20/68. No future report is contemplated

P /_j‘//‘g
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: ureau _ ’ \’, / /
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Approved: Vi Sent ‘ M Per
Spetjal Agent in Charge
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106

MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO, 27 Tolson
Del.oach

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 1 - Mr. DeLoach Mobr

Bishop

1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Long  Coser
M emomna’ Um [T M. Rosen o
1 - Mr., McGowan s
o DATE: 6/12 68 Sullie\:lcm

Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room

FROM : Holmes
Gand
sumpeor [ 4 @‘URKIN .

At 9:45 a.m, today Mr, Pollak, Assistant Attorney Genera.l *

N

. Civil Rights Divjiston, called to adwse me that they are still 1nterested
(7 J in Charlie tephens from whom they would like to get an affidavit.
e He is the individual who was in the rooming house in Memphis

.-occupied by subject Ray at the time of the commission of the offense.

"~ A memorandum has been submitted to the British authorities, however,
they plan to submit a supplementary memorandum in affidavit form
upon locating Stephens.

According to Pollak, attorney Flannery is now in Memphis
and will be in touch with the Memphis office. Pollak said he
understood Stephen's wife was a invalid. I said this was true but
I did not know whether she is still living or not and the last we had
on Stephens he was living on skid row. I advised Pollak we would
let him know just as soon as Stephens or John Websta%e/eshazo has
been located. .

o

De Shazo is the individual who was in the gun shop in
Birmingham and picked Ray from a photograph as the individual
who purchased the gun in question. De Shazo is presently on a /
) vacation trip in Colorado and Arizona, We have leads out for him~
and are trying to locate him,
REC- 4]
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
..\ /
TO : Mr. De / DATE: June 12, 1968
1 - Mr. DeLoach
FROM : A, Roselg 1 - Mr. Rosen
T 1 - Mr. Malley

/ 0 N -
SUBJECTW} Z]l. i 11:/1/11‘1‘, ygr(léowan

Former Agent J. L. Schmit of American Airlines,
New York, called to extend congratulations on the occasion of
the apprehension of James Earl Ray. He said he knew this
represented a lot of hard work over an extended period of time
and wanted the Bureau to know he enjoyed reading about it.
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L. DERARTMENT OF JusT)ce 0 casser |
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an__. |
M. Tavel.... . |
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, ~ Miss Holnes.e §
FBI BOSTOR - |

345PM URGE
AOR 44-38861

FROM BOSTON 157-644
‘‘‘‘‘ /"«\

J" EKLN/

RE BOSTON TEL TO BUREAU JUNE TEN LAST.
*SHELLEY CANDIDUS, CUSTOMBER RELATIONS, POLAROID CORP., %
| CAMBRIDGE, MASS., ADVISED TODAY RESULTS OF GOMPUTER AND MANUAL
'CHECK ‘OF PURCHASER REGISTRATIONS FROM JANUARY, SIXTYSEVEN, T0
'DATE WERE NEGATIVE. RE SERTAL " WUMBER OF POLAROID CAMERA FOUND ON
RAY. nWs mmmamﬁn BY CORP. FILED BY SERIAL WUMBER ONLY
AND %r BYCRAME, /

%mw% ADVISED SERIAL NUMBER SIGNIFIES THIS CAMERA MADE
IN MORTH awwwmv, SIXTYSEVEN,
f ﬂ%u%aw TO MEMPHIS,
END Ay

SRS
caB REC'G L/%, Dg“?@/,‘f’\-/ ?

X 6/12/68 1P PJC

FBI WASH BC
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Mr. Stephen J. Peollak June 13, 1968
Assistant Attorney Gensral P [ 3
f" - -
| copima e potE 971818, By
i’/j\"‘? Director, FBX ik o ?:'w&ips_ L MuglN i
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, .{gt;:“g” b oL i) n SrlelB,

This is to confirm information furnished to you
by SA Richard E, Long on Jume 12, 1968, and also to furnish
you additional information subsequently received ia this
‘matter. The information set forth herein is based on
preliminary communications and complete details will be
incorporated in reports setting forth results of investigation.

The followimg information was furnished to you
by Mr. Long on June 12, 1968:

When the subject James Earl Ray was arrested on
June 8, 1968, by New Scotland Yard in Loadon, England, the
tnnmm items were found in his possession:

.38 caliber "Liberty Chief" reveolver eof Japanese g
nake; a mltmﬁ 220 camera; an RCA transistor radio; a light
tan raincost believed purchased on May 6, 19688, in Vest Teoromto,
nada; a brown wool suit with a label besring the name
Eric aﬂlt“ ' the date "July 21, 1967"; a blue oxford cloth
irt of W&m manufacture and mriug a laundry mark; a
port jacket and trousers; a receipt dated May 2, 1968, tar
on an invoice from the Kennedy Travel mnza, Mt Toronto,
nada, foir R. Smeyd, 962 Dundas Street, Mt montc nn:l
the subject fm

assport photegraphs of
udio dated April 11, 1968. ﬁEﬂ -%8 %/ /;;2 /;’ 4 /,A/zy /G
[y He also possessed a mimeographed Ml&t ﬁnt:ltlm
1 m‘u to Hypnotizme™ by Dr. Adelph F. Lomk, Lonk Imstitute of
V- Rypmotism, Palatine, Illimeis; a paper match book from the
~ Nev Gorevale Restaurant, West Toroato; a can of spray
. deodbrant BNring mnﬁ and French lsbel from Steinbergs;
Wirty certificate and m&iyt for wuﬂmm issued April 24,

' M@ gm "
!ntorigiml ificate tion um “Canadian
Department of National Bﬂlt ke, April zo {a&_ — st
bearing name A. Y. Boyd, M. n to Health ozxw and a

V7 wallet with 60 mm 14184y’ mpd notew. |} \‘/ 15 JU$314 1968

C

Conmd Em F.’H b"l ‘WIh

SR

Posen NOTE: See Rosen to DeLoach memorandum dated June 13, 1968,
Trotter —

Sullivan
entitled "MURKIN, "
Tele. Room

Holmes I’M ull .
cundy7_9_J U N MIA§ROOM|:I TELETYPE UNIT ] w & %“‘ 77}56'-"
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Mr, Stephen J. Pollak

Appropriate investigation is being conducted relative
to various items set forth above.

¥r. Long also advised you of efforts being conducted
to trace the binoculars recovered with other items near the
scene of the shooting of Martin Luther King, Jr. Mr., Cordra
York, Sr., of the York Arms Company, Memphis, Teunessee, advised
that a review of his records located an invoice dated
October 31, 1967, wherein the York Arms Company received from
D. P. Bushnell and Company, Incorporated, mmdmu, California,
& shipment of 7 x 35 Banner binoculars. York stated this
order was placed on October 20, 1967, tar tix pairs of
bingculars to be placed in smap top cases. The binoculars
weidle shipped on October 30, 1867, according to the invoice;
and the billing date was listed as October 31, 1967.

e ¥Mr. York said he received other 7 x 35 Banner

bima!arn in January, 1968, and April, 1968, but these
nn wide angle binoculars aud retailed for a h r price.

He also said that if salesman Ralph Carpenter ha to go to the
window showcase to remove the pair of binoculars, they were
in all pmbabnit{ the lamt pair im stock. He said they
reorder periodically from D, P. Bushnell and Company, Incorporated,
as the supply diminishes. Mr. York said there is no recoxrd kept
by hias firm or received from the Bushnell Company identifying
the binoculars by serial number. A review of the York Arms
Company’s records fails to indicate a subsequent invoice showing
purchases of 7 x 35 Banner binoculars in smap top cases since
the invoice dated October 31, 1967, A review of the stock on
hand did show one pair of the 7 x 35 binoculars which retailed
At a price of $39.95. According to Mr. York these binoculars
were identical to those sold by salesman Ralph Carpenter in this
matter even though they were in a mipper type case rather than
the smap top case. Mr. York said most of his customers purchasing
binoculars preferred the snap top ¢ase and he has excha
cases to satiify customers. He is of the opinion this might
have happened in this instance,

. As ¥vr. Long previously advised you, an individual
using the name of R. W. Trotter telephoned the Pentagon in
Vashington, D. C., on June 7, 1968, and clained he was the
killer of Martin Luther King, Jr., and knew the girl in the

lka dot dress who was at the scene of the shooting of
tor Kennedy in Los Angeles. Trotter denied making the
telephone call and denied having any ififormation concerning the
murder of Dr. King or Senator Kennedy. He has a genersl
reputation in Cunningham, Tennessee, his place of residence,
of being unreliable, untrustworthy and an alcoholie.

-2 -
-
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Mr. Stephen J. Pellak

Mr. Long also furnished you information regarding
the individual referred to in Toronto newspapers as the
"fat man" who reportedly delivered an envelope to the subject
while Ray was living at 962 Dundas Avenue, West Toronto.
The Metropolitan Toronto Police Department advised that the
"fat man" accompanied by his wife, contacted that agency and
fdentified himself as Robert McDouldton of Toronto who has
been employed as a salesman for a paint supply company for
the past eight years and who worked in the Dundas Avenue area.

Mr. McDouldton explained that inm early May of this
year, he had used a public telephone booth im the vicinity
of 963 Dundas Avenue and found an envelope there addressed
to Smeyd at the Dundas Avenue address. He thereafter took
the envelope to that address and gave it to Sneyd in the
presence of Sneyd's landlady. He stated the envelope
contained a Toronto postmark with no return address and he
gnd th;cgnpwaanteu it contained some kind of application

or a .

The landlady viewed MaDouldton and identified
him as the "fat man” to whom she had previocusly referred.
Appropriate Canadian authorities are satisfied that
MeDouldton is a reputable citisen and that he has no
knowledge of nor is he involved with the subject. These
authorities advised they are committed nmot to divulge
McDouldton's identity and requested that this commitment
be honored and no information be released even acknowledging
that the mysterious "fat man" has been located.

In addition to the foregoing information furnished
by Mr, Long, SA Hunter Helgeson telephonically advised you
on the evening of June 12, 19068, that Charles Q. Stephens,
the "wino” who was 2 witness in the rooming house in Memphis
when the shooting occurred, had been located in Memphis,
Tennessee, by FBI Agents., A Department Attorney on the scene
was in the process of arranging to interview Stephens and is to
obtain an appropriate affidavit.

In accordance with your request of SA Helgeson
on June 12, 1968, copies of the registration card from the
New Rebel Motor Hotel signed by Eric S. Galt have been
expeditiously forwarded to Memphis to be furnished to
Department Attorney J. Harold Flannery in cosnection with
the obtaining of certain affidavits.

W‘ -3 -
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Mr, Stephen J. Pollak

The following additional developments are being
furnished for your information.

The .38 caliber revolver Ray had in his
possession at the time of his apprehension in London was
sold to Robert Tatum, a gun dealer, of Mableton, Georgia,
on October 11, 1966, by the Liberty Arms Company and
Solinger Cutltry Company, ﬂamtrntc, Californis, Mr. Tatum
has advised that on December 3, 1968, he sold the gun for
$50 to Walter E. Spain of Biruinchan, Alabama.

Walter E. Spainm has confirmed he purchased the
weapon from a gun dealer located just ocutside of Atlanta,
Georgin, after seeing an advertisement in an Atlanta paper.
Sometime in the spring of 1967 he gave the revolver to his
father, Walter Leon Spain, in partial payment of a debt.
¥alter Leon Spain has advised that because of finanmcial
difficulties following his being hospitalized in August,
1967, he began selling personal items among which was the
revolver he obtained from his son. The items were mold by
placing advertisements in Sunday editions of the
"Birmingham News."” On the Sunday his advertisement
appeared rngarding the revolver, he received a call from
& man who was interested in the gun and subseguently sold
the weapon to that man for $65. The purchaser paid for
the weapon with two $20 bills, two $10 bills, and a $5 bill.
¥alter Leon Spain did not give the buyer any receipt nor
did he obtain from the buyer any information as to his
identification, residence, or employment. Mr. Spain
furnished neither ammunition nor papers for the gun.

_ Mr. Spain could recall only that the buyer
was driving a late model white or light-colored automobile,
but e¢ould furnish no further deseription., He described the
buyer as a white male about 40 to 45 years of age, 5 feet
8 inches or 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighing 170 to 175 pounds,
having dark hair slightly graying at temples, Mr. Spain
selected a photograph of Ray which was taken in California
in January or February of 1988 as "resembling the man” who
bought the weapon, but could not make a positive identifica-
tion of Ray as the purchaser.

It has been determined that an advertisement for
the .38 caliber revolver placed by Mr. Spain nvpourud in
the October 1, 1967, issue of the "Birmingham News. '

pdﬂ/ -4 -
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Mr. Stephen J. Pollak

Information was previously received that Ralph M.
Carpenter, the York Arms Company employee who sold the
binoculars to the subject, dm: presently confined to a
mental institution. Dr, Max VWest, the physician in
attendance on the floor of the Tennessee Psychiatric
Institution and Hospital, Memphis, Tennessse, where
Mr. Carpenter is a patient, has stated that in his opinien
Mr., Carpenter is competent when he is not involved in his
ocurrent disorder described as "manic dnpratntvl." Dr. Vest
has advised that in his opinion Mr. Carpenter's present
condition should have no bearing on his previous identifica-
tion, or information furnished relative to this case
uitg:ugh a defense attorney might try to make something out
0. .

With respect to inquiries in Portugal, it has
been learned that Ray was in Lisbon May 8 - 17, 1968, where
he stayed in the Hotel Portugal. He reportedly consorted
with looal women and occcasionally visited various Lisbon
bars. One prostitute was located who spent one night with
Ray but she could furnish no pertinent information. Ray
returned to Londor on lMay 17, 1968, as established by
airline records and official records of the Portugese and
British Governments.

Ray is presently being held in Wandsworth Prison
under unprecedented security provisions, He had been held
in Brixton Prison but was transferred by heavily guarded
convoy to Vandsworth Prison which is more secure on
June 11, 1968,

Scotland Yard is continuing extensive investiga-
tion to develop information on his activities in Londom but
has not yet been able to determine Ray's whereabouts in
London prior to May 28, 1968, when he took a room at the
New Earls Court Hotel. On June 5, 1968, he moved to the
Pax Hotel where he stayed until the date of his arrest opn
June 8, 1968. The receptionist at the New Earls Court Hotel
stated Ray was very shy and although she indicated a willing-
ness to establish a close relationship with him, he did not
seem receptive,. '

Among Ray's effects at the time of his arrest was
a four page memorandum or article setting out a detailed
dwaeriptian of the theory and specifications regarding
silencers for firearnms.

You will be kept advised of pertinent developments.
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DeLoach
Mohr
Bishop
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Airtel

Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan

. 1-Mr. Rosen
f - (Mr. Long
o/ . 2260) -
1-Mr, Conrad
l-Mr. Griffith
1-Mr., Mortimer

To: SAC, Memphis (44-1987)
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

s

g

s \«\
Subject: CMURKIN. -
CR
00: Memphis

Re San Diego Teletype 5/31/68 requesting comparison j
of the questioned "William A, Marshall” material with signa- |
tures and fingerprints of JAMES HAROLD WARREN, FBI #4250617,

and JACK WETHINGTON, FBI #616317C,

Because the available signatures of WARREN and
WETHINBTON are not comparable with the "Marshall® signatures
on Q343 and Q344, it could not be determined whether either
of these individuals prepared the "Marshall" signatures,

*;Lutont results separate,

%;ihwwiimry report follows.
o& 3

1 gn Riego f44-387)
geee.

~m

gé'&iﬁ; (44-1574)

3
8

- 196

LED 23

COMM-FBI

Tavel
Trotter

Tele. Room LYY
LAY

Holmes

Gandy,

o
e
g
o
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TELETYPE UNIT D
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FBI WASH DC

FBI ATLANTA

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
| U, S. DEPARTMENT OF J/&TicE

/COMMUNICATION/SECTION
JUN11 j

TELETYPE

L]

824PM URGENT 6-11-68 LCS

RE LOS ANGELES TEL TO BUREAU, ATLANTA, AND MEMPHIS

JUNE TEN LAST.

§ Miss Holwnes.
Misa Gandy

s

WHEN JAMES EARL RAY APPREHENDED LOWDON, HE HAD IN HIS

POSSESSION THIRTYEIGHT CALIBER LIBERTY CHIEF REVOLVER,
SERIAL NUMBER SEVEN ONE FIVE, MANUFACTURED BY MIROKU FIREARMS

MANUFACTURING CO., JAPAN,
MILA SVOBODA, OWNER, LIBERTY ARMS CO., AND SOLINGER CUTLERY

CO., MONTROSE, CALIF., ADVISED JUNE TEN LAST LIBERTY CHIEF

REVOLVER, SERIAL NUMBER SEVEN ONE FIVE MANUFACTURED BY MIROKU

FIREAR&S CO., JAPAN, RECEIVED AT MOHTRQSE, CALIF., SEPTEMBER

' REVOLVER SENT TO R. TATUM, NEW AND USED

FIFTEEN SIXTYSIX.

GUNS, ONE ONE EIGHT EDWARDS DRIVE, MABLETON, GA., ON OCT. THREE

SIXTYSIX UNDER INVOICE FROM SOLINGER CUTLERY, MONTROSE,

CALIF. REVOLVER ONLY ITEM IN THAT SHIPMENT.
MADE EXCLUSIVELY FOR LIBERTY ARMS CO., AND THIS GUN Dgs?&szb"as

HIRTYEIGHT ER SNUB-NOSE. _X-
THIRTYEIGHT CALIBER SNUB-NO “3(5

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO

ON JUNE ELEVEN SIXTYEIGHT, ROBERT TATUM, ONE ONE EIGHT EDWARDS
ST., MABLETON, GA., ADVISED HE PURCHASED THIRTYEIGHT CALIBER REVOLVER,
SN SEVEN ONE FIVE JAPANESE MAKE FROM THE SOLINGER CUTLERY CO.,
MONTROSE, CALIF., FOR FORTY DOLLARS, ON OCTOBER ELEVEN SIXTYSIX. ON DEC
THREE_SIXTYSIX, HE SOLD THE GUN FOR FIFTY DOLLARS TO VALTER E.
SPAIN, TWO NINE ZERO FOUR FORTY SECOND AVE., BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
HE OBTAINED SPAIN'S NAME AND ADDRESS FROM A DRIVER'S LICENSE
AND DESCRIBED SPAIN AS WHITE MALE, THIRTY TO THIRTYFIVE, WITH
BROWN HAIR. ADVISED SPAIN NOT IDENTICAL TO RAY AFTER VIEWING
PHOTOS. | |
BIRMINGHAM INTERVIEW SPAIN AND TRACE OWNERSHIP OF ABOVE
MENTIONED REVOLVER.,
AM COPY. SENT LOS ANGELES.
ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END
GFH
FBI WASH DC
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e T
" W Y FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION '
&ﬁ& : . U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
A COMHUNICATIONS SECTION
¥ o, JUN121988
, C P . Trotter e
FBI WASH BC Y @ M, Troer
- B _ Miss Holnes
. FBY BIRMGHAM B . .
510 Pm URGENT 6-12-68 CEB 0
;- /e DIREETOR (44-38861) AND MEMPHIS (44-198T) \%

FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)

RE ATLANTA. TELETYPE TO mzw, MEMPHIS AND axammam JUNE
ELEVEN LAST, | A
WALTER E. SPAIN, RESIDENCE TWO NINE ZERO FOUR FORTYSECOND STS
NOR TH, smmnema, ALA., STATED TODAY THAT HE AND HIS FATHER, WALTER
. LEON SPAIN, PURCHASED A NEV LIBERTY CHIEF SNIB-NOSED THIRTYEIGHT
CALIBER REVOLVER IN DECEMBER, MNINETEEN SIXTYSIX, FROM A GUN DEALER
LOCATED JUST OUTSIDE OF ATLAﬂTA, sa., AFTER SEEING GUN DEALER'S
' m!m'nsamm IN AN AMsm PAPER, . sam:n"& IN mz SPRING
'mmﬁm s:xr?szvsu, SPALIN sw&rf zvorv ER ] g?:él” %J‘
PARTIAL PAYMENT OF A DEBT OWED T0 fﬁs Famm, AND mz nmm, IN
THE FALL OF nmzrﬁw slxmwzu:: sm.b THE GUN.  SPAIN saz U 1E Ee
NOT XNOW NAME OF PURCHASER, SAND mg mg 'PRESENT AT TIME OF SALE.
mmmmn INDICES AND RECORDS ar wmmma POLICE DEPAR TMENT
NEGATIVE RE WALTER E, SPAIN.' ’WO‘“ I f% A

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO |
WALTER LEON SPAIN, NUMBER THREE GLEN IRIS PARKWAY, BIRMINGHAM,
TODAY SAID THAT IN AUGUST NINETEEN _s,lxtfswm, HE HAD BEEN CONFINED
10 A a@ﬁjﬁ:swfmm; ALA, a’as?;ttax..ann wds-xsmm'm BIRMINGHAM RESI-
DENCE, WAS IN FINANCIAL STRAITS, azewsz OF THIS, HE BEGAN SELLING
~ PERSOBAL nms T MEET em.manons, AMONG WHICH WAS mmwmem
~ CALIBER Lmn:p SNIB-NOSE azwwm HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIS SON IN
:-ms_.sm;m OF NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN, HE SOLD THESE ITEMS BY PLACING
. ADVERTISEMENTS I‘uj'.mz SUNDAY ‘EDI TIONS OF "BIRMINGHAM NEWS.” ON A
| -samruls ADVERTISEMENT RE Asavz‘*amcnmgw REVOLVER, WHICH
L'I:mwm 'HIS RESIDENCE méuswmxa,’ 'APPEARED IN "BIRMINGHAN NEVS,"”
HE mmvw CALL FROM MAN INQUIRING ABOUT GUN AND HOW T0 FIND
RESIDENCE OF SPAIN, ABOUT HOUR LATER THIS 'MAN CAME T0 SPAIN'S
RESIDENCE. THIS MAN samakmh BEEN LOOKING FOR A GUN OF THE TYPE
| ‘fs;:.!?xmg WAS OFFERING FOR sg‘m. HE THEN EXAMINED GUN, ASKED THE PRICE
: »x@w WHEN TOLD “SIXTYFIVE wm_a-xs,-' HE SAID HE WOULD TAKE IT. MAN
" THEN GAVE SPAIN TWO TWENTY DOLLAR BILLS, TWO TEN DOLLAR BILLS AND
A FIVE DOLLAR BILL, SPAIN PID mr*ﬁwzms BUYER ANy RECEIPT, NOR
'DID HE OBTAIN FROM THE BUYER ANY Iumamrmu AS TO IDENTIFICATION,
RESIDENCE OR EMPLOYMENT. THE Ba'fm LEFT WITH THE GUN IN HIS HAND,
Aps NOTHING ELSE. SPAIN FURNISHED NEITHER AMMUNITION NOR PAPERS FOR

END PAGE TwO

/
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PAGE THREE

THE GUN,

 THE BUYER HAD PARKED HIS CAR ON THE STREET IN FRONT OF SPAIN'S
RESIDENCE, WHICH IS APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED FIFTY FEET FROM
SPAIN'S FRONT DOOR. SPAIN COULD OWLY RECALL THAT THE BUYER VAS
DRIVING A LATE NODEL WHITE OR LIGHT COLORED CAR, NO OTHER DESCRIP-
TION, THE BUYER 1WDICATED HE WAS FROM THE WESTERN PART OF
BIRMINGHAM AND THAT HE WANTED To KEEP THE GUN AROUND HIS HOUSE.
SPAIN DESCRIBED THE BUYER AS A WHITE MALE ABOUT FORTY T0 FORTYFIVE
YEARS OF AGE, FIVE FEET EIGHT INCHES OR mm FEET NINE INCHES TALL,

| VEIGHING ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY TO ONE HUNDRED SEVENTYFIVE POUNIS,

© DARK HAIR, SLIGHTLY GRAYING AT THE TENPLES, HAD LOCAL CALABAMA)

'ACCENT, WAS WEARING SPORT SHIRT AND SLACKS, COLORS UNRECALLED, NO

GLASSES. SPAIN VAS SHOWN ALL AVAILABLE PHOTOGRAPHS OF JAWES EARL

RAY AND HE CHOSE THE PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN IN CALIFORNIA IN JANUARY

~ OR FEBRUARY, NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT (IN CONTRAST T0 BARTEWDING SCHOOL
'GRADUATION PHOTOGRAPH) AS "RESEMSLING THE MAN WHO BOUGHT THE
ABOVE DESCRIBED GUN FROM SPAIN, BUT SPAIN WOULD NOT MAKE A POSITIVE
IDENTIFICATION OF RAY AS THE PIRCHASER. SPAIN WAS POSITIVE THE
GUN VAS SOLD THE SAME DAY ADVERTISEMENT FOR SAME APPEARED IN THE
NEWSPAPER, |

END PAGE THREE

S
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PAGE FOUR
© SPAIN SAID HE WAS CONTACTED BY FBI AGENTS ON APRIL SEVEN LAST
IN CONNECTION VI ma NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTIGATION AND SHOWN ARTIST'S
CONCEPTION OF KING'S KILLER. AT THE TIME HE ADVISED AGENTS THE
. DRAWING REMINDED Hom OF SOMEONE HE MAY HAVE SEEN PREVIOUSLY, BUT
'WAS UNABLE TO FURNISH ANY OTHER I NFORMATION ABOUT THIS PERSON,
AFTER VIEWING PHOTOGRAPHS OF RAY AND BEING wmneum
BY FBI TODAY ABOUT WIS SALE OF THE THIRTYEIGHT CALIBER SNUB- NOSED
awm.m, SPAIN STATED HE WAS WOW ABLE TO CONNECT THE SALE WITH
'THE DRAWING IN THAT THE PERSON DEPICTED IN THE DRAWING REMINDED HIM
OF THE PERSON TO WHOM HE HAD SOLD THE REVOLVER.

'ALL SUNDAY ISSUES OF THE "BIRMINGHAM NEWS" FOR SEPTEMBER AND
|OCTOBER, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN, REVIEWED TODAY AND ONLY ONE
ADVERTISEMENT FOR A THIRTYEIGHT CALIBER REVOLVER PLACED BY SPAIN

- LOCATED, THAT BEING IN THE OCTOBER ONE, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN, ISSUE.
. AT THE TIME @aa’wns-sam BY SPAIN, RAY WAS 1w POSSESSION OF
NINETEEN SIXTYSIX WHITE wsrém,.:mw WAS LIVING AT :mo SIX ZERO
EIGHT HIGHLAND AVENUE, BIRMINGHAM, WHICH IS TWO AND TVO- TENTHS
MILES FROM RESIDENCE OF WALTER LEON SPAIN, IT IS ALSO NOTED THAT
SPAIN'S RESIDENCE IS WITHIN HALF MILE OF ONE NINE ZERO SEVEN SOUTH

END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE.. ‘ o
. ELEVENTH STREET, WHICH IS ADDRESS %EBV‘BY RAY, AS HARVEY LOWMEYER,
WHEN PURCHASI NG RIFLE AT ammzmxm, MARCH TVENTYNINE, WINETEEN |
sxstsvm.‘ ‘
mmmw mwzs Aua azmans smm NG HAM muc.r-: anmuzm
NEBATIVE RE WAL TER- qu SPATN. '
‘ AIR mIL coPy To Armum _
 END
FBI WASH BC
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1 - Foreign Liaison |
1 - Mr. McGowan (cleared through G. Day)

1 - Mr. Long JUNE 13, 1968
CODE

CABLEGRAM URGENT

TO LEGATs, LONDON

PARIS
 FROM DIRECTOR, FBI
' ~ a::ﬁ
J4 MURKIN D)

\““"-w-.-..-—vrum e

WASHINGTON NEWSPAPER CARRIES STORY BEARING UPI DATELINE
LONDON JUNE THIRTEEN, CONCERNING SUBJECT. FOLLOWING INFORMA-
TION INCLUDED IN THE STORY: "RAY ARRIVED IN BRITAIN MAY EIGHT. HE.
HURRIED OFF TO LISBON TO PICK UP SOME MONEY TRANSFERRED FROM A

SWISS BANK ACCOUNT ACCORDING TO SCOTLAND YARD EOURCES "
- LEGATS LONDON AND PARI& CONDUC’I‘ APPROPRIAE INQUIRY TO

o ey
DETERMINE IF RAY DID OBTAIN MONEY AND SOURCE 'I’KEgEOF“*»
ARTICLE ALSO HAD THE FOLLOWING INFORMATIOW "A BECOND MAN

APPEARED WITH RAY WHEN HE CHECKED IN." THIS REFERS TG RAY'S

ppppp

ARRIVAL ON MAY TWENTYEIGHT SIXTYEIGHT, AT NEW EARL'& COURT

HOTEL

LEGAT LONDON CGNDUCT APPROPRIATE INQUEARY TO IDENTIFY

'mm INDIVIDUAL, VIA _TELETYPE |
Tolson i g’ !J
ovr MAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS, TES Qétgp TC 19 JUN 14 1968
C "1 #'MEMPHIS ~ENC| PHERED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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6/13/68
CODE

CABLEGRAM URGENT 1~ Mr, McGowan

TO LEGAT LONDON
[ - FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)

NEW YORK OFFICE TODAY RECEIVED ANONYMOUS HAND-
WRITTEN LETTER DATED JUNE TEN LAST RELATING TO ALLEGED
PLAN TO TAKE SUBJECT FROM AUTHORITIES UPON RIS ARRIVAL
D UNITED STATES, PEOPLE INVOLVED ALLEGEDLY EXPRESSED

'SELVES A8 BEING UNDAUNTED, ANTICIPATE LARGE'PROFECTIVE
FORCE BUT WILL NOT BE STOPPED AND EXPECT T6 LOSE' SEVERAL
MARTYRS IN ATTEMPT. REPORTEDLY HAVE ANTICIPATED
POSSIBILITY RAY'S SURPRISE RETURN, AND ALLEGEDLY HAVE WATCHERS
EVERY CONCEIVABLE AIRPORT INCLUDING {{f, FORCE LANDING
AREAS, LETTER BRING SUBMITTED FOR APPROPRIATE AAGHE

mmmmm EXAWAT!OM RESULTS OF WHICH WILL BE

19 .JUN 14 1968

FURNISHED YOUR OFFICE AND MEMPHIS OP V| {PHIS AMSD,
4 | A ELETEP'E
- . ARMED AND DANGEROUS, . Y »MT
s M eaoms @ee108m) L | Junt 7 1968
AT " ENCIPHERED
éi % 1 L)hﬁFare:gr} L1a1son Unit (cte%tneﬂ j:hroughﬂ vy 7 KR
e LA '
e — ) Xy A

Tro

Te 1 R oom JUN }‘

Ho lmes

Gandy MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 .
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 6/14/68
SAC, WFO (44-703) (P) 7
-’ tie s e _«\R )

MURKIN - Re FREDERICK JCILi SCHUARTZ

Re Legat teletype to Bureau 6/13/68; WFO airtel
to Bureau 6/13/68;. LHM dated 6/13/68 and captioned
) WFREDIERICK JOLN SCHWARTZM; WFO teletype to Bureau and
\)/’ Los Angeles 6/13/68.,

Enclosed for Memphis are two (2) Xerox copies
of each of above referenced communications.,

Fok apFo /\/’EMf/\i4>

P}‘

] o RY .
=
Pureay REC-30 14 yun 14 1968
7 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc.8) (rw~¢) — |
1 - WFO . M——
RWD
(5)

191968 Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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MAILED 24
JUN15 1968

‘ Pcutnt. is prepared to sit on June 29, 1968, (Sltm-day)

COMM-FBI

Mr. Stephen J. Pollak , June 15, 1968
&Z&Bv

Assistant Attorney General L COPns 5. DLTE w7
Tubirsps. Nu&n [V
Dirmtor’ yBI FOR hl«\;u. PR R BEL
TO HSCA fi fo o oy . ,1;.,,9

9] (SEE BUFILE 62-i1i.9G)_~
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

The following additional pertinent information is
being furnished relative to captioned case. The material
set forth herein is based on preliminary information and
complete details will be incorporated in reports o:r resulta
of investigation.

Brigadier M. S. R, Maunsell, Director of Prison
Security, ¥Wandsworth Prison, vhere Ray is presently confined,
requested that if available, he be furnished prison back-~
ground information relating to Ray. Officials of Missouri
State Penitentiary made available to the FBI records of
Ray which have in turn been forwarded to our Legal Attache
in London and will be furnished to Brigadier Maumsell.
records were made available on a strictly confidential bas
and Brigadier Maunsell will be so informed.

Sources in England have advised that at Magistrate
Court on June 18, 1968, the Magistrate will announce that
the extradition hearing will take place on June 21, 1968.
The public prosecutor will then ask for adjournment om local
charges. On June 21, 1968, if the defense is ready, the
extradition hearing will commence. Should the defense ask
for more time he will be givemn until June 27, 1968, and if
the hearing does not actually start until June 27, 1968, the

in order to expeditiously diﬂm h the rZ( ¥

- & -
: Under the name Ramon Geor, gm , the fo 12
charges are pending against Ray in England: ——

"(1) That you did on the 8th June 1968 at Loadth JUN 17 |
Airport, without lawful authority m fer the

Tolson
DeLoach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

T IITEEE I NI Y+ B

purpose of the Alien's Order 1953, a —
passport.
Contrary to Articla 25 (3) of the Alien's
Order 1953.

"(2) That you, not being & person exempted from the
rmirmnts of the Firearms Act, 1937, did, on

FJH:jlh , NOTE: See Memorandum, Rosen to DeLoach,dated
(184 i 2 June 15, 1968, entitled 'MURKIN!  FJH:jlh

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Mr. Stephen J. Pollak

the 8th June 1968, at London Airport, have in
your possession, a firearm, namely a .38
‘Liberty Chief' revolver, and & rounds of .38
ammunition, to which Part 1 of the said Act
applies, and did not hold a firearms certificate
&t the tine.

Contrary to Section 1 of the Firearms Act. 1837"

The June 13, 1968, issue of “The Washington Daily
News'" contained an article on page one wherein it is
stated, “Ray arrived im Britain May 8. He hurried off to
Lisbon to pick up some money transferred from a Swiss bank
account, according to Scotland Yard sources.”

For your information New Scotland Yard has no
knowledge of any money allegedly transferred to Ray from
2 Swiss bank account.

The same article also stated, with reference to
Ray's arrival at the New Earls Court Hotel, "A second man
had appeared with Ray when he checked in. Jane never saw
him again. Ray left June 5, carrying the airline flight
"bag he always clutched, possibly containing the Liberty
Chief pistol he was arrested with Saturday." “Jane'is
identified as Jane Nassau, a hotel clerk at the New Earls
Court Hotel.

Investigantion conducted in England indicates Ray
arrived alone at the New Earls Court Hotel.

) As you were previously informed. New Sc nd Yard
advised that Frederick J. Schwartz, born t
Detroit, Michigan, and currently residing in London, has
contacted the court appointed attorney for Ray stating that

he, Schwartz, bhas an academic interest in the came. Martindale-
Hubbell Law Directory indicates Frederick J. Schwartz is

an associate of the law firm of Dahlstrum, Walton and Butts,

Los Aggeles, California.

Records of the Los Angeles Police Department reveal
that Frederick John Schwartz was arrested on July 8, 1967,
on a traffic warrant and forfeited bail of $5. That imdividual
indicated his occupation as attorney with "Dahlstrum and Butts.™
The same individual was arrested on December 1, 1960, on
8 violation of Oalifornia Penal Code 489 when he allegedly
took six pairs of men's socks from a West Los Angeles
department gtore. The charge was changed to petty theft on

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




Mr. Stephen J. Pollak

December 2, 1960, and subseqguently reduced to malicious
mischief to which he entered a plea of guilty and was given
& suspended sentence of s8ix months, six months probation
and a 8100 fine. The same individual was also arrested

on May 5, 1956, and charged with "joy riding, delinquent”
and was "turned over to parents."

The records of the California State Bar, Los Angeles,
California, reveal Mr. Schwartz was admitted to the California
Bar on January 5, 19653. ©No inquiries have been made to the
California Bar by British legal authorities concerning his
legal background.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




June 18, 1868

Airtel E 1 - Foreign Liaison (Cleared with
' SA Grabaar: Day)
1 - Mr. Long

To: Legat, London

/ From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
(B
- MURKIN,

»M/

ReLegat, London cablegram dated June 13, 1968.

Enclosed for Legat London are two copies of extract from Kansas
City report of May 15, 1968, conce¥ning records obtained from the
Missouri State Penitentiary in specific reference to subject Ray's incar-
ceration. Included in this document will be a physical report, backgydund,
and an evaluation by the psychiatrist. s

These records were furnished to the Bureau by officials of
Missouri State Penitentiary with the understanding that they will be a
matter of strict confidence. If a copy of these records is furnished to
Brigadier M. 8. R. Maunsell, Director of Prison Security, it should be
with specific understanding that these records are furnished for his use
and should not be disclosed to outside sources.

It is to be noted that subject, since his escape from Missouri
State Penitentiary on April 23, 1967, took a locksmithing course from
company in Little Falls, New Jersey. He was sent eight lessons and
e degree of his proficiency or his grades are not known. It is, therefore,
t possible to evaluate his lock-picking ability.

MAILED 24
JUN15 1968
COMM-FB

It has been reported by several individuals, particularly prison
sociates of Ray, that he was a user of amphetamine type drugs. The
ethod of saturating a cloth with amphetamine type drugs, method of
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Airtel to Legat, London
RE: MURKIN

recovering such drugs after the cloth has dried, and how Ray's clothes
could be cleaned to insure any drugs in cloth are removed, this is not
positively known. The possibility exist that amphetamine drugs can be
placed in a solution of alcohol or ether, the cloth completely saturated
with solution, and this would result in quick drying, and the drugs then
adhere to cloth. This could then possibly be recovered by the cloth being
placed in another solution of possibly alcohol. It appears there is no
positive means of insuring that the clothes could be cleaned to remove the
amphetamine drugs due to the varience in chemicals used and different
methods. If a problem presents its concerning Ray having drugs in his
clothing, the possibility exist that he could be issued a new suit of clothing
This way, it would insure that he would not carry drugs outside of
England.

Armed and Dangerous.

NOTE:

Director of Prison Security where Ray is incarcerated
in London, England, has requested information concerning
medical history of subject, details of subject's escape,
records of violence against prison staff and other available ..
information that would be of value to prison authorities.

We have extracted pages from a Kansas City report and trans-
mitted same to Legat, London, for the furnishing to Director
of Prison Security. This will be furnished to him with the
specific understanding that these resords are furnished for
his use and should not be disclosed to outside sources.

o,
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" FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

FBI

Date: 6/12/68

(Type in plaiptext or code) .

CAIR MAIL A N

(Pn,onty) o ST

__..__._..___.__.______‘_.______..__....._

mmmx FBI (44—38861) _
e xﬁ*m (44~3713 (P) R

Re San. niegc teletwpe dated 6/11/63!,m¢&

. Seattle flles refloct 1nvest1gation conducted,at
”requost of Detective JOHN DERMODY, Bunco Detail, Seattle PD,
‘who.on April.-7; 1966, advised that:GEORQEmeBERTJLETSINGER,
Seattle PD No, 62308,lhad allegedly taken between $550 and
$600 in money from Dag's Restaurant, 3111 Rainier Avenue South,

~and bhgd flown to Florida where he is allegad xo have coae f»-y.

Ln'rsxi&mn was. doscr:l.bed as follows co A T

pQB st oLx . wotio: Macomb, Missouri
Height 5'5"

Weight.. .. w-‘lﬁa\pouads::,-.w~ LR
B‘lild B N i Stk stnck,y R C IO T A B
CGDFI’BKiﬂn S n tpar gl !ediun R RN YR

- Hair: I R 4+ /Brown .

. Eyes e <., ‘Brown. -

x~PecuHarities- - Roman. nase
Scars & larks Tattoo "GLADYS 1900" on

right shqy&der ‘ o

g s«m;le f:.les fu;'ther reﬂec,t thaib no UFAP tpl‘é&eéﬁ
was 1saued inasmuch as.  GEORGE ROBERT: LETSINGER was arrested
at Jacksonville, Florida, on April 11, 1966, and was returned

Bureau

- Memphis (44 1987)
1 - San Diego: (Enc 5)
2. = Seattle Lo

DCR:pla - .
B@ﬁbn

e R . . an % i

REC 26

“_'

s JUN 14 1968
(7ﬁ

ot

Sent

- Approved:

Special\&(en in Charge

Y TR T O AN0o
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/
SE 44-371

The above information has been telephonically
furnished to the San Diego Office to SA ARNOLD W, O'BRIEN
on June 12, 1968, by SA DEAN C, ROLSTON.

There is being forwarded to the San Diego Office
three copies of the Seattle Police Department arrest record,
one copy of FBI Identification Record under number 584742F
and a photograph of GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



6-10-68

/ From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

””Tﬁm\

Enclosed are leiters addressed to Sir Johm Waldron,
Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, New Scotland.Yard, and
to two of his men expressing appreciation for their outstiinding work
mmmmmwmamnmmywrmm
personally present these letters with my sincere appreciatial.

Also enclosed are copies for your file. g, ;f
&
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June 10, 1968

Six me. K.C.V.O.

Hearty congratulations to you and your staff
on the identifieation and apprehension in London of James Earl
mymummmmmmmumnumﬂ

Martin Luther King.

respect. Iw&mtokumdmmm“mm.
and I have written directly to Detective Chief Superintenden
- T.M.Jd. m:mmmmmmmmm,qm
my perscnal thanks and those of all my associates for

superb achievements of your men. Coples of my ‘ -
amm m»mmmwoummmg 3
W traditions enforcem s ‘
WMWWMM, - “i/ w;ﬂj
o = g/
ALED T ﬂnﬁﬁ‘ﬂy yours, %‘- }'M/
JUN% 11968 o |
—_—— J. Edgar Hoover
0 e e B
Enclosures (#) ' ©
ézfonh - London (detach%
go - Foreign L “(detached) .
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1% ve been excellent,
Sufon GEM:ke ST LRt
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June 10, 1868

PERSONAL

“‘M& V. 1
Dear Sergeant Birelu

Oa bebalf of all of us in the ¥BI I would ke -
wmmmmmmmmmmm:
of yir work-in the investigation lnvolving James Earl Ray,
YWM»&WNWW&&MMME

gwnr reporting his
~ wmrmmmwwm&wm

n
3 ‘Wmm«mummtmunmn *
mwmamummmmmmxmm

¥

you to know of our gratitude.
Sincerely yours,

S J. Edgar Hoover x £
) o -t
m 4
1 - London STV o 5
. 1 - Foreign Liaison Unit - i

£ s

NOTE: Sergeant Birch is not identifiable in Bufiles. He was at the

airport and saw the name on the airport manifest and recognized
Ray's alias from previous briefifig.!! He repoﬁeﬂ this infog‘ni;tibn to
his superior, which led directly to Ray's apprehensmn.‘. V-
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