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LON 88-72

(1) Entry card executed by RAMON GEORGE SNEYA when
he entered Portugal at Lisbon 5/8/68.

(2) Exit card executed by RAMON GEORGE SNEYD when he
departed from Lisbon enroute to London 5/17/68.

(3) Registration card for RAYMON GEORGE SNEYA at Hotel
Portugal, Lisbon, dated 5/8/68.

The above items should be compared with the known hand-
writing of RAY, after which they should be forwarded to Legat,
Paris, for return to Senor PASSO.

AUBREY MORANTZ was interviewed by the above agents,
and explained that SNEYD appeared at the Canadian Embassy on
5/15/68 to complain that there was an error in his Canadian
passport that had been issued at Ottawa on 4/24/68, and that his
name was shown to be SNEYA. Arrangements were made to issue a
replacement passport, which was given to the subject the following
day and his old passport was cancelled and returned to him. In
his conversation with SNEYD MORANTZ said that he made no mention of
his activities in Lisbon or of his prior travel or future plans.
He was assisted in filling out the forms by Counselor Assistant
Mrs. MANUELA TEXEIRA LOPES.

Mrs. LOPES was vacationing at a distant point in Portugal
and was telephonically interviewed by SA MARTINDALE. She stated
that when she assisted SNEYD in executing his passport application
he said he was staying in Lisbon only one or two days and debated
whether to bother to change his passport because he "did not want
to spend all of his time waiting around the Embassy," A new pass-
port was issued the day after he first came in. It is noted that
the passport photograph does not identify the photographer. Mrs.
LOPES stated she may have referred RAY to Photo Lusitana to have
the photos taken but she could not definitely recall whether or not
she had done so. RAY displayed a Canadian birth certificate in the
name of RAMON GEORGE SNEYD. He needed a great deal of help in
filling out the application, leading Mrs. Lopes to believe he did
not have a good education. She cancelled the passport issued at
Ottawa by stamping it ""Cancelled' on each page and clipping one inch
from each of the inside pages.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LON 88-72

: Inspe ctor ANTONIO ROCHA FAMA, Immigration Officer
at the Lisbon Airport, advised the agents that he had checked
RAMON GEORGE SNEYD out of Lisbon enroute to London on 5/17/68.
He selected the photograph which RAY had used on the Ottawa
passport as closely resembling SNEYD.

Senor PASSO advised that he had caused intensive but
discreet inquiries to be made at the Hotel Portugal and had
determined that SNEYD had checked out of the hotel shortly
befiore his flight was to depart for London on 5/17/68. He
lived quietly and inconspicuously in the hotel, had no known
associates, had no known contacts with women; and gave every
appearance of being an ordinary tourist.

Senor PASSO advised that airline records covering
RAY's return to London from Lisbon are in an office which will
not be open until 6/11/68, at which time he will review the
records to determine the manner in which the ticket was purchased
will interview the airline employee who handled the transaction,
and will also interview the flight crew for any pertinent information.

Senor PASSO agreed to locate and interview the photographer
in Lisbon used by RAY for any information of value, and also agreed
to check all banks for records of any accounts or safe deposit boxes
obtained by the subject. After RAY's apprehension Senor PASSO was
asked, and agreed;,; to have more intensive and open investigation
conducted at the Hotel Portugal and surrounding areas, as well as
at bars and among prostitutes; to develop RAY's activities while
in Lisbon.
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo
RE: MURKIN

“Attached is the manuscript of O'Leary's revised
article. It consists primarily of material which previously has
been published, together with information furnished by the Canadian
and British representatives of '"The Reader's Digest.' The article
is not attributed to the FBI.

O'Leary has advised that '"The Reader's Digest"
assembled copies of all articles written about the case in New York,
Washington and the cities (such as Los Angeles, Atlanta, Birmingham,
Memphis, and St. Louis) where important developments occurred. To
add action and interest, the article uses the technique of quoting
conversations which might have, but did not actually occur.

The article has been reviewed by the Legal Department
of ""The Reader's Digest' with a view to deleting material which might
be construed as prejudicial to Ray's trial. Such deletions by the

& 'g magazine's Legal Department have been noted on the attached manuscript.
J

‘-'é:f , R In addition, several other changes have been incorporated
‘L "’Z } on the attached manuscript in the interest of accuracy or to circumvent
r‘\ 22 . matters which might be construed as over-dramatization.

b 1%
ig"‘ = The article reflects very high credit upon the FBI for

(™

the determined and meticulous investigation which resulted in the
identification of Ray and his apprehension in London.
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RECOMMENDATION:

P

That the attached revised manuscript of O'Leary's article
be returned to the Crime Records Division so that it can be turned over
to the Washington Office of '"The Reader’'s Digest'' which has scheduled
the article for its August, 1968, issue. As previously noted, the
article was prepared by O'Leary on the basis of his reading, interviewing

nd "reportorial digging' in many loecations; and it has been reviewed
and approved by the Legal Department of the magazine., The article is

not attributed to the FBI. y ama G o MM& e
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awit drove more than SOO,OOOA Police forces throughout Western Europe
and North America joined the hunt for the shadowy suspect who sought
escape in a dozen cities of five nations. They had to follow a
tortuous, seemingly hopeless trail through Tennessee, Georgia,
Alabama, California, Mexico, Canada, Portugal, -Amskguiss and Great
Britain. The story of how they pieced together a chain of clues to
achieve the arrest many said would never be made constitutes one of
the most remarkable detective stories of our time.

It began just before 5:30 p.m. last April 4 when a puffy-
faced 40-year-old man locked himself in the bathroom of a seedy
rooming house in Memphis, Tenn. From a brown and green bedspread
he unwrapped a ReSECIEEANCOPENNENENe rifle loaded with a "dum-dum"
bullet, a hideous projectile designed to tear a fist-size hole in
human flesh. The man stepped into the bathtub, raised a small
window and braced his elbows on the dusty sill. Through a high-

powered telescopic sight, he trained his rifle on the balcony of

the Lorraine Motel, 205 feet away.
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bad grammar and twangy accent suggested a poor education and perhaps
a small-town Midwestern background.r Lacking any perceptible trade or
skills, he well might be a professional criminal. He was not intelili-
gent, but he was crafty enough to lie well and to meld easily into
the murky milieu of drifters.

A Single Fingerprint. Thus, by mid-April the FBI knew how the
wanted man looked and a great deal about what hewas like. But despite

the most massive investigation in its history, it still did not know

who he was. Moreover, promising clues were leading nowhere. First,

a bearded songwriter told of going along with Eric Galt last December
on a trip from Los Angeles to New Orleans. En route, said the song-
writer, his companion made a series of unexplained telephone calls.
Second, acting on an FBI tip picked up in California, Royal Canadian
Mounted Police located a Montreal apartment where Galt lived six weeks
during the summer of 1967. There, he had claimed -- falsely -- that
he worked at Expo 67. Third, Mexican police verified that Eric S.
Galt visited the resort of Puerto Vallarta last October. They also
found prostitutes who had known him in Mexico and a man who remembered

him saying, "After I make a big score, I'm gonna come down here and

live on ker and beans." Yet for all the round-the-clock effort,
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the hippie heur&igg house, and the exact spot where the white Mustang
was abandoned. Another map contained something else -- a single clear
fingerprint, the best one the FBI had been able to find anywhere!

Coveted as it was, this lone fingerprint posed a nightmarish

: . . : N
technical problem. FBI files today include the fingerprints of
million people. Identification experts can pick out any given set
within minutes if they have an entire set of prints. But if only one
fingerprint is available, it is necessary to pull out each card and
make an eyeball comparison with each of the ten impressions on it --
§20
83 million prints in alll

Hoover determined the FBI had to find a short cut. From all it
had learned, he reasoned that the wanted man might be not only a
criminal but also an escaped convict. So he ordered identification
experts to pick out all cards bearing fingerprints of fugitives.
Out came 53,000 cards -- still too many. Thus, it was decided to
narrow the search to cards of white male fugitives between 25 and 50.

less ‘H\M 2,030 .«

This quickly shrank the number of cards to Wege, Now teams of the

best FBI experts began the tedious investigation.
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A veteran identification man picked up FBI Record Card No. 405,942G,
the 702nd examined. He stared hard at it and said, "I believe this
is it." Crowding around, other experts looked. All agreed. The
Mnfo/ual

ridges of the lone print taken from the map in Atlanta -weissdewninpm®-

w» those on card 405,942G. A supervisor asked, "Who is No. 405,942G?"

The almost instant answer: "James Earl Ray, born[::

Alton, Ill. We have 19 cards on him. He's a born loser."™

The file on Ray showed that he was an escaped convict often
imprisoned for crimes ranging from forgery to armed robbery. By
nightfall, the dossier was brimming over with new reports being tele-
graphed from more than 500 agents combing the Midwest to recreate
Ray's life in minute detail. They sought out his father, seven
brothers and sisters, his former teachers and schoolmates, prison
officials and fellow convicts -- everyone who might know anything
about him. Within 48 hours the FBI was able to etch out a clear por-
trait of James Earl Ray.

Aimlessly drifting with his family among Mississippi Riyer towns
in the Mark Twain country, Ray grew ub in poverty, sometimes living

in dirt-floor shacks. He skipped school regularly.  Friendless and
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12 young constables secretly assembled at the Blackburn Building in
Ottawa. Staying up until‘dawn, they painstakingly compared passport
photographs brought to them in cardboard boxes by the tens of thou-
sands. ":Lzzgggﬁictures looked enough like Ray to cause investigations
in different parts of Canada. But each application turned out to be
340,000
legitimate. By late May more than\ia}ﬁxmfhad been inspected without
success.
Then last June 1, on a Saturday morning, a Mountie with less
than two years' experience came across an application submitted by a
Ramon George Spneyd who gave a Toronto address. For a full minute he
stared at the picture of a man wearing heavy, horn-rimmed glasses.
"Thié could be it," he said, passing the photo to the supervising cor-
poral. "At least," replied the supervisor, "it's worth another check."
Within the hour two plainclothesmen drove to the Toronto address
listed by Sneyd. It was a rundown rooming house -- the kind toward
which James Earl Ray gravitated. As the investigation in Toronto
expanded, the telephone at Royal Police headquarters back in Ottawa

began to ring with increasingly suspicious reports. The man who called

himself Sneyd had been in Toronto only three weeks. The character
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reference on his application was fictitious. Then police discovered
he simply had assumed the identity of a real Ramon George Sneyd =--
probably by picking the name out of birth announcements in a 1932
newspaper file. By Monday Canadian detectives were able to talk to
C

Miss Lillian Spen&er, manager of a Toronto travel agency through
which the passport application had been made.

"Have you ever seen this man?" they asked, handing her pictures
of both Sneyd and Ray.

) c

"I vaguely remember him," answered Miss Spender. "He was a
nebulous character, a most forgettable man; the kind who fades right
into the wallpaper."

"Would your records show where he went?" the detectives inquired.

. C

"Let me check," Miss Spender replied, and minutes later she dis-
closed that on May 2 Sneyd had paid $345 in Canadian cash for a round-
trip ticket to London. He was booked aboard the May 6 flight 600
of the British Overseas Airway Corp. and was scheduled to return to
Canada May 21. Through the FBI liaison man in Ottawa, the Mounted

Police advised Washington and rushed along a sample of Sneyd's hand-

writing from his passport application.
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the fingerprints left on it were examined.
Shortly before noan )
Avebpeftuemme . the FBI agent telephoned Washington. "The finger-
prints check." DeLoach conferred with Hoover, then waved for his
secretary. "Take a bulletin, all points North America and Europe.

JAMES EARL RAY APPREHENDED THIS DATE LONDON; ENGLAND. DISCONTINUE

SEARCH." *

*Announcing the arrest, Hoover went out of his way to express American
gratitude for Canadian and British cooperation. Replied C. J. Sweeny,
chief of the Mounted Police Criminal Investigation Bureau: "It was
a pleasure to make one more investigation for the FBI. They've made

a thousand for us."
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