
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• . WORK SHE^T - XEROX REQUEST /^A/^r-c

SUBJECT - Z^^4’77^Z 4^/7'Z/^X, P/P^T^- EHM.EST - ■ SoCt*™^ Nr5

"“'■ muRtiV 7 pt&e;

FILE
1

SERIAL/ENC 
OR DATE

DESCRIPTION XEROX 
INSTR.

f OF 
ACT.

PAGES 
REL. bl 2 5

EXEMPTIONS REMARKS •
/C D OTHER Kl 2 5 6 OTHER

W3WpI AM
INte^pi^-l memo

5‘' 5 e^Qsc .

^(0(0^ fi/RTEL EM ^FO 
&-/J-&9 3 2 ^-cmse> ” ’

^(n(o(o TELETYPE FM A'd / / RU.^e

AGL>7
TELETqfc fW Lamb 

4-/7-^
w. 3 3 RWt

V66?
fl/XTH- Fm Qj-FVELfl 

k-l3~6,9
N^ 2 2

UHflECARbEb TFieiyPcFm snrre 
a-PS-&9 / / &pe* To STer^-JteTljfmq

l^3 HiPtep Fm ettMurr 
6-/7-4P ■

nr 7 7
^^no frfrEL Ft” SJW ME& 

ZW7-6J
>

S’ 5
Vb7l f»£mo rm A G. ro 

M. 6-19-69

7672 fpPr£L pm L. 4- 
G>*W-M 2

—
M£A^

76 73 Teletype w me~ 
&-I7-69 7 7 ■y/ ^U1A$6

7677 TELETYPE Pm po^O 
6-511-^8

w / /
UNREZORPED

internal, memo ^ 
cihmhppn S-i5-^f / i /

76 75" ■TELETYPE' ppi me 
6-31-6,9 2 2

76 76
M0LE6PM n> PPM/LO* 
iTsumiPF p», opfc/hi,

pee t-u-ts
>’ &-3I-H 2 2 tet'

767_7
TSLeryPe pm me 

6-21-69 5 3 |/ RWSt
76 72 INternap memo 

6-23-6 9 2 2

' REMOVED//BY _, DATE _____ XEROXED BY _____ DATE ________ REVILED RY _____  DATE ___________ '

ill i t i I I .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO

SUBJECT W«O OUE FULL MEDICAL EXAM AT BRIXTON AND OWE SI MCE ARRIVAL

WANDSWORTH PRISM. ME RECEIVES TWO DAILY VISITS FROM MEDICAL

OFFICER AO WILL RECEIVE ME FBLL MEDICAL EXAM WEEKLY.

AT MIRE: TWO ZERO PM JUKE FIFTEEM LAST AMOMYMOUS TELEPHONE CALL 

MARE TO PRISOH BY MALE WITH ANERICAM ACCENT WHO SAID "RAY WILL BE

OF POLICE IMMEDIATELY DISPATCHED TO PRISON BUT NOTHIN UNTOWARD OCCURRED.

WARDERS WHO SPENT TINE IN CELL SATURDAY REPORTED SUBJECT SEEMED 

UNUSUALLY ELATED ALL DAY BUT APPEARED BACK TO NORMAL SUWAY.

SUBJECT REFUSED TO SEE TWO SCOTLAND YARD OFFICERS JUNE FOURTEEN

LAST AND SAID RE WOULD ALSO REFUSE TO SEE FBI IF THEY ASKED TO SEE HIM. 

YARD OFFICERS MADE REQUEST TO SEE HIM IN EFFORT TO ASCERTAIN MIS 

ACTIVITIES IM ENOLAN0 FROM MAY SEVENTEEN TO JUNE EIGHT.

SUBJECT HOT SAYING ANYTHING SIGNIFICANT TO WARDERS AS Ml NOW

BELIEVES TWY ARE TRYING TO EXTRACT INFO FOR POLICE* 

END PA# TWO
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PASS THREE

S06RCES ADVISE IF Mrs BROTHER CAM TO EBOLA RD, DOE TO CRIMINAL 

RECORD, RE MAY NOT BE BIW PERMISSION TO LAM MT IF RE WERE, UNDER 

PRISON RULES NO ONE WEFT RECONS, EVE# RELATIVE, IS PERMITTED ENTRY TO 

PRISON.

BUREAU REQUESTED TO AIRMAIL IDENT RECORD AM FI AO ER PR I NTS JOHN 

LARRY RAY AM IF POSSIBLE CLARIFY WHETHER IS IS BROTHER OR RALF BROTHER
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I f. ^D-^ ,<Hev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

v. AIRTELVia____________

F B I

Date: 6—13—68
r. Conrad—

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL Mr. Trotter

JMis3_Holm 
Miss Gandy

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, CLEVELAND (44-565)

MURKIN )

2 JUN >4 W

M Per

r. Felt
r. Gale
r. Ros
r. Sull>
r. Tave

Enclosed herewith are two copies of a favorable 
editorial concerning the Bureau’s performance in the MURKIN 
investigation. This editorial appeared in the ’’Youngstown 
Vindicator” on 6/11/68.

It is respectfully requested that a letter of

1
 appreciation be directed to WILLIAM BROWN, Manager,.
Youngstown Vindicator, Vindicator Square and West Boardman 
Youngstown, Ohio 44503

Indices Cleveland Division would not preclude 
requested letter

SURE3-Bure Enclosures - 2)®NC
1- eveland
JDR:DG
(4)

® &^ngB?

Approved: Sent
pecial Agent in Charge

S7JUCl 21968

ST-103

recu

#*ro<r.£
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>D-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping In Space Below)

Don’t Give Up Easily
A few weeks or so ago they were saying 

that “They’ll never catch Dr. King's 
killer.” One columnist wrote: “The truijh 
is that the FBI has not located a single 
trace of Ray since he supposedly abali- 
doned his white automobile in Atlanta . 
April 5, the day after the Negro clergy- . 
man was slain in a Memphis, Tenn., motel.” ’ 

Understandably, the FBI does not tell 
all that it knows. It is entirely possible 
that the FBI did not know exactly where : 
the murder suspect was at the moment the 
columnist was making his observations. 
But it evidently wasn’t far behind.

The FBI doesn’t usually give up so early 
in a problem of this kind, or any kind. Be­
cause of the many implications involved in 
the slaying of a man of Dr. King’s promi­
nence, especially in the civil rights field, 
it- is inconceivable that the FBI ever 
thought at any time of giving up thp 

t search. • I
। So it was not exactly surprising that 

James Earl Ray, the principal suspect |n 
the Dr. King slaying, was captured Satur- . 

/day in London principally through the 
work of the FBI and the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. The Canadian police 
found the suspect’s passport record in a 
batch of more than 200,000 applications 
which they searched arid the FBI and 
Scotland Yard did the rest from that point 
on.

The investigation must not stop with 
the arrest of the prime suspect. Efforts 
must be made to learn whether Ray was 
only a cog in a conspiracy, whether he 
was a paid killer. For a man who was um 
employed, he spent considerable amounts 
of money.

The FBI did not give up in its search 
for Ray, a man of many aliases, and while 
it is not making its intentions known, it 

’ is not likely to abandon the search far 
conspiratorial or other evidence that might 
be associated with Dr. King’s assassina­
tion.- • . ■ ' -. ■ ' .

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

lags 16, 
YOUNGSTOWN VINDICATOR 
Youngstown, Ohio .

Date: 6/11/68
Edition:

Author:

EditortWM. BROWN, Mgr.
Title:

Character:

or

Classification:

Submitting Office:

[2] Being Investigated

WSOSsure ^/
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. 5-22-64)

„ FBI I
Date: 6/17/68 |

I
Transmit the following in ______________________________ ________________________________ |

(Type in plaintext or code) I

Via . AIRTEL_________________________________________________ |
(Priority) ।

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365)

WIK?

Re Milwaukee teletype to Bureau, 6/15/68 and Charlotte 
teletype 8/16/68.

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
BOIS D. CROCKER in Caldwell Co., N. C., under pretext ROBERT 
FRANKLIN SANDERS being sought by FBI for questioning in 
car theft and suspect in cashing of numerous wbrthless checks 
in connection with Charlotte file 26-39873.

On 6/16/68 SAMUEL JERRY SANDERS, Route 1, Box 111, 
(Cottrell Hill Rd.), Lenoir, N. C., Telephone 758-2100, 
advised he had just returned from 2 weeks National Guard duty 
at Ft. Bragg, N. C., on that date. During the two weeks of 
guard duty his wife resided with his brother's wife, Mrs. BILL 
SANDERS, in Lenoir. His 19 year old brother, JACOB DOUGLAS 
SANDERS resides in the honewith him and would have been at home 
at this telephone number at nights only. He denied receiving 
any telephone calls from his brother, ROBERT FRANKLIN SANDERS 
or anyone else and especially calls from the State of Wisconsin.

On 6/16/68 JACOB DOUGLAS SANDERS, Route 1, Box 111, 
Lenoir, N. C., advised he resided with his brother but did not
feceive>any telephone calls from Wisconsin during the previous 
week and he has had no recent contact with hi^ brother, ROBERT.

$- Bureau REC 11
2 - MempfeijS (44^1987) 
2 - Milwaukee (44-388) 
3 - Charlotte (2 - 44-1365

(1 - 26-3987
BDC:egp 
(10)

79 JUL It 1968
Approved:

cial Agent in Charge
Sent

B JUN 19 1968

4 oi ^H

-■v'

M Per

.HF
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FD-36 ev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in __________________________________________ 
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via _________________________

CE 44-1365
(Priority)

On 6/17/68 PAUL ELLISON SANDERS, 109 Radcliff Rd., 
Lenoir, N.C., Telephone 754-4930, advised he does not accept 
any collect telephone calls from his brother, ROBERT FRANKLIN 
SANDERS, and the last time he talked with his brother, ROBERT, 
was about 2 or perhaps 3 weeks ago when ROBERT called him at 
approximately 4 or 5 A.M. desiring to know if PAUL had heard 
from ROBERT'S wife and family. This was the last contact he 
has had with ROBERT and stated he definitely did not receive 
any long distance telephone calls during the week of 6/9-16/68 
from ROBERT or anyone else from the State of Wisconsin. He 
stated he worked several nights until around 11 P.M. and on 
Friday night, 6/14/68, visited his father, IVEY SANDERS of 
Lenoir. PAUL SANDERS pointed out it was possible his wife may 
have received a call from his brother, ROBERT FRANKLIN SANDERS 
from Wisconsin.

Subsequently on 6/17/68 PAUL SANDERS advised that he 
had discussed this matter with his wife and she stated she did 
not receive any long distance telephone calls during the week 
of 6/9-16/68. She stated ROBERT SANDERS had called PAUL's home 
on Sunday evening either 6/2/68 or 6/9/68 from an unknown 
location and this was the last contact she had had with ROBERT 
SANDERS. She definitely received no calls from Wisconsin to 
her knowledge during the week of 6/9-16/68.

On 6/17/68 EARL HALL, HalUA Used Cars, Lenoir, N.C., 
Telephone 758-2908, advised that he usually closes his used 
dar lot at approximately 6 P.M. and at the latest 6/30 P.M. 
He stated ROBERT FRANKLIN SANDERS was unknown to him to the 
best of his recollection. He stated he did not receivecany 
long distance telephone calls during the week of 6/9-16/68 
and especially from anyone in the State of Wisconsin.

2

Approved:  Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 ev. 5^2-64)

Date:

Transmit' the' follbWlHg' in
CFrtelrijMiM&r^c^

Via 
^44-13^5 (P^f)

’ -Oft 6A7/68^B11WE£ JB^Y WDB £MMt*ete^md
adVisedheMdWichssedthi^Wtter^
brother, JMp>r^ 
h^n^t Sf<#»^i< 
oranyoneelse .fw, 
6/9-16/68.

both advised him they

l®#?!^

all »®bei'g

;s

raMm j# Lenoir iKdic^ted
Wt' th^ihfoiMitiM # the^Beretaaeend^all «ftim»i?i i < 

wera intei^ifcWfca fct IN^hraa^ at- ho

ar

"rcr^tltJ rf1-a»st#fir..sb*<; tun: husiseus. He- hag the.
raeviatir They M^ M*IMWf #W,, IVEy M&BR^' ^< 
tried to help their oldest brother, ROBERT FRANKLIN?SANDERS, 
for a number of years but finally gave up. They stated there 
ii&# 13 members of the immediate family and on numerous occasions
had sent jRPBERT money to pay fines or lawyer's fees when 
actuaily tiie money was needed to buy food and clothing for other
members of j^e f£^^ also indicated they and
other members of thefamily had helped ROBERT on numerous
occasions but ftm^a^gamte «MMS& ABM, M^^ 
any financial aid and no longer accepteany collect taelephone 
aiW^i^i him. Wy both atatedthey had unllsted telephone 
liaibeWW thW ^isW' fn 6rWiPtd ^<^ent any unnecessary
calls from ROBERT or any of his associates to their homes. They 

the family never knew where he was or when he would next appear
in Caldwell Co., N. C., PAUL indicated that he could not place
any confidence in any information that ROBERT gave him and he 
might tell you he was going to Calif, when actually he would be 
going to the next county.

ROBERT SANDERS' brother^ indicated that they knew 
EARL HALL as a used car dealer on fry and have no personal 
association with him. RUBY ANDERSON is unknown to thembbut

Approved: Sent
SpbciWl ^W ift Charcre

^M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



K , 

£>-36 ev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via

CE 44-1365
(Priority)

they have a first coasts by the name of RUBY CRUMP who has 
been marrtdd several times and whose whereabouts are unknown.

They advised they did not lie as to ROBERT'S whereabouts 
and if he were responsible for the theft of a car or passing 
bad checks or any other crime, he should be caught and punished.

Investigation in Lenoir indicated that all members of 
IVEY SANDERS' family are law-abiding citizens with the exception 
of ROBERT FRANKLIN and they are a working class people with 
good reputations. There is no indication that SANDERS are 
engaged in any klan activities. EARL HALL operated a used car 
business in Lenoir for a numberdf years but sold out but 
just recently re-established this business. He has the 
reputation of being a shrewd car dealer not known to engage 
in any illegal activities.

LEADS:

MILWAUKEE

AT RACINE, WISCONSIN

1. Re-interview MARIKA FOXIE, Wisconsin Telephone 
Bompany, bearing in nine above information and the fact 
ROBERT FRANKLIN SANDERS is the suspect in a car theft and in 
the cashing of numerous worthless checks.

2. Attempt to obtain toll tickets concerning telephono 
calls set forth in referenced Milwaukee teletype.

Approved:  Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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Department of State TELEGRAM

LIMITED- OFFICIAL USE 375
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91
ORIGIN L 03

CIAE 00/RSC 01; (

INFO EUR 15;SCA 02;JUS

0

^02#CCO00|SSO 0.0;NSCE 00;USIE 00;

S 01; ) RI

DRAFTED BYi LiSCAI MBELEDMAN 
APPROVED BY I Li SCAI MARK B FELDMAN. ---------- 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE' 183535

SUBJECT! EXTRADITION JAMES EaRL; RAY

FOR HERFURT '­

DOcUMENTS WILL ARRIVE EARLY'MORNING ABOARD! TWA FLIGHT 704# 
BUREAU HAS INFORMED ITS REPRESENTATIVES LONDON TO MEET PLANE. 
RUSK .
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FD-36 (Revv5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 6/17/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Asa
(Priority)

TO:

FROM:

mphls

V

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, SAN DIEGO (44-387)
(44-394)

KERBALT 
00: Dos Angeles

Enclosed for the Bureau are seven copies of a^ 
letterhead memorandum captioned GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGE|r for 
appropriate dissemination. Enclosed for each office i<e>lv 
this oemnieation are two copies each of the same le#to¥h 
memo '

2 - JSSJitai) i^l/M/«2 -.Memphis (Enc.m) a 'A *
2 - Los Abeles (bc.2)mmM \44ax^
2 - Rlahmoad (Enc.2) <*/A f S a,
2 - Soatttd (Enc.2)
4 - ten MM» . £ -M^f

8

mijkw 
(15)

& £ ■ Bishop

Approved
573UL2 1

REC. 6

iiCE

’O JUN 119 TO

w
V

^r n T"

rr ^

Sent
1 Agent in Charge

M . Per _i_

Wsj
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

San Diego, California 
June 17, 1968

GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

On June 11, 1968, Mr. JOSEPH FORROR, Assistant 
Postmaster, Main Post Office, San Diego, California, advised 
as follows:

Found on the incoming mail belt was a piece of 
paper not in an envelope written in green ink which was 
addressed to ’’Post Office Post Master". This note reads 
as follows:

"If the F.B.I. wonts Ray^s buddy go to
124 Broadway Metropole Hotel Room 11?. He 
may be under the name Geore Lets Inger or 
George Anderson. He knows about Kennedy and 
also King^s death^s. He may have part in 
Kings death. I know he was in Tenn, before 
and after King was killed. I know Letsinger 
is wonted in Seattle. Also in Big Stone Gap, 
Virginia, by the F.B.I."

On June 12, 1968, information was received from the 
Seattle Division, Federal Bureau of Investigation, that one 
GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER, FBI Number 584 742 F, born | 

at Macomb, Missouri, was arrested at Jacksonville, 
Florida, on April 11, 1968, charged with grand larceny having 
stolen |55O to $60ofrom a restaurant in Seattle, Washington, 

for which he was employed.

LETSINGER was returned to Seattle, Washington, and 
on the basis of the charge against him,received a three-year 
deferred sentence, six months in the county jail and ordered 
to make restitution.

LETSINGER appealed this sentence and was placed on 
bond, however, departed the State of Washington and a bench 
warrant was subsequently issued by the Superior Court, Seattle, 
Washington.

IUCiosM
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GEORGE ROBERT LETS INGER

Information was also furnished that authorities 
at Seattle, Washington, desired his apprehension and would 
extradite LETSINGER to Seattle, Washington. Based on this 
information, the San Diego Police Department arrested 
GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER at Room 117, Metropole Hotel, 
124 Broadway, San Diego, California, on June 12, 1968. 
At time of arrest, LETSINGER admitted his identity and 
the fact that he knew he was wanted by the State of 
Washington.

GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER was interviewed by Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation at San Diego, 
Califorria, on June 13, 1968, at which time he advised as 
follows:

LETSINGER advised that in 1963 he went to England 
and visited the Russian Embassy, Grovesner Square, London, 
England, for the purpose of renouncing his Uhited States 
citizenship.

He was arrested while in England by New Scotland 
Yard, based upon a check which he had deposited in a bank 
prior to his departure to England and later determined it 
was a fraudulent check.

LETSINGER was asked why he desired to renounce 
his citizenship, to which he replied the country is no longer 
a country for the white people and is eventually being taken 
over by the ’’niggers.”

LETSINGER exhibited a strong anti-Negro sentiment 
and stated that at one time he had been a member of a clan­
type organization at Big Stone Gap, Virginia.

LETSINGER was questioned as to his association with 
JAMES EARL RAY and whether he had any knowledge concerning the 
assassinations of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Senator ROBERT R. 
KENNEDY and President JOHN F. KENNEDY. LETSINGER merely 
replied "I do not wish to talk about these subjects.”

LETSINGER did say, however, that if Senator TED 
KENNEDY and Vice President HUBERT H. HUMPHREY continue to 
seek the Presidency of the United States, they will be 
assassinated. LETSINGER did not desire to elaborate 
regarding this information.

- 2 -
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GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

LETSINGER admitted previous mental history, 
having been confined during 1961 for a short period of 
time at St. John’s Hospital, Springfield, Missouri.

Handprinting was obtained from LETSINGER and 
was compared with the note received by the U. S. Post Office, 
San Diego, California, and because of a close resemblance of 
these, LETSINGER was asked if he, in fact, had written the 
note himself.

He categorically denied having written this no

The following is a description and background 
concerning LETSINGER as obtained taring interviews

Name GEORGEyR^BERT LETSINGER 4
Alias GeorgeAAnderson a
Race White'
Sex Male___________ , ,
Bom ........... _ at

Mac^,^Ml^ /
Height 5’5i” ......
Weight 165 lbs. z
Hair Brown
Eyes Brown
Complexion Fair
Tattoo "Gladys” ”1900", both on 

right shoulder.
Mother ETTA LEE LETSINGER nee Collett 

Ava, Missouri
Father GEORGE WILBUR LETSINGER, 

deceased
Sister Mrs. TROY STAMPER

Route 1 
Ava, Missouri

Marital Status Single
Education High school, third year

On June 14, 1968, Sergeant JOHN KENNEDY, Fugitive 
Detail, San Diego Police Department, San Diego, California, 
advised that he had just received word from the Seattle,

- 3 -
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GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

Washington, authorities that they decided they did not 
want to extradite the subject to Seattle, Washington, 
however, the warrant for his arrest is still outstanding 
and should he return to the State of Washington, would be 
arrested on this warrant.

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency.

- 4* -
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In Reply, Pteaae Refer to 
Fite No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

San Diego, California 
June 17, 1968

GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

On June 11, 1968, Mr. JOSEPH FORROR, Assistant 
Postmaster, Main Post Office, San Diego, California, advised 
as follows:

Found on the incoming mail belt was a piece of 
paper not in an envelope written in green ink which was 
addressed to "Post Office Post Master”. This note reads 
as follows:

”lf the F.B.I. wonts Ray^s buddy go to
124 Broadway Metropole Hotel Room 117. He 
may be under the name Geore Letsinger or 
George Anderson. He knows about Kennedy and 
also King^s death^s. He may have part in 
Kings_ death. I know he was in Tenn, before 
and after King was killed. I know letsinger 
is wonted in Seattle. Also in Big Stone Gap, 
Virginia, by the F.B.I.”

On June 12, 1968, information was received from the 
Seattle Division, Federal Bureau of Investigation, that one 
GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER, FBI Number 584 742 F, born

| , at Macomb, Missouri, was arrested at Jacksonvixxc,-------
Florida, on April 11, 1968, charged with grand larceny having 
stolen $550 to $600from a restaurant in Seattle, Washington, 

fbr which he was employed.

LETSINGER was returned to Seattle, Washington, and 
on the basis of the charge against him, received a three-year 

। deferred sentence, six months in the county jail and ordered 
to make restitution.

LETSINGER appealed this sentence and was placed on 
bond, however, departed the State of Washington and a bench 
warrant was subsequently issued by the Superior Court, Seattle 
Washington.
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GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

Information was also furnished that authorities 
at Seattle, Washington, desired his apprehension and would .
extradite LETSINGER to Seattle, Washington. Based on this 
information, the San Diego Police Department arrested 
GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER at Room 117, Metropole Hotel, 
124 Broadway, San Diego, California, on June 12, 1968. 
At time of arrest, LETSINGER admitted his identity and 
the fact that he khew he was wanted by the State of 
Washington.

GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER was interviewed by Agents * 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation at San Diego, 
Califorria, on June 13, 1968, at which time he advised as 
follows:

LETSINGER advised that in 1963 he went to England 
and visited the Russian Embassy, Grovesner Square, London, 
England, for the purpose of renouncing his Uhited States ,
citizenship.

He was arrested while in England by New Scotland 
Yard, based upon a check which he had deposited in a bank :
prior to his departure to England and later determined it :
was a fraudulent check.

. . i
LETSINGER was asked why he desired to renounce 

his citizenship, to which he replied the country is no longer 
a country for the white people and is eventually being taken 
over by the "niggers.” . .

LETSINGER exhibited a strong anti-Negro sentiment 
and stated that at one time he had been a member of a clan­
type organization at Big Stone Gap, Virginia.

LETSINGER was questioned as to his association with 
JAMES EARL RAY and whether he had any knowledge concerning the 
assassinations of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Senator ROBERT E. 
KENNEDY and President JOHN F. KENNEDY. LETSINGER merely 
replied ”1 do not wish to talk about these subjects."

LETSINGER did say, however, that if Senator TED 
KENNEDY and Vice President HUBERT H. HUMPHREY continue to 
seek the Presidency of the United States, they will be 
assassinated. LETSINGER did not desire to elaborate 
regarding this information.

- 2 -
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GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

LETSINGER admitted previous mental history, 
having been confined during 1961 for a short period of 
time at St. John’s Hospital, Springfield, Missouri.

Handprinting was obtained from LETSINGER and 
was compared with the note received by the u. S. Post Office, 
San Diego, California, and because of a close resemblance of 
these, LETSINGER was asked if he, in fact, had written the 
note himself.

He categorically denied having written this note.

The following is a description and background 
concerning LETSINGER as obtained during interview:

Name GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER
Allas George Anderson
Race 
Sex 
Born

Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion 
Tattoo

White 
Male__________  
_____ I at ■
Macomb, Missouri 
5* 5F 
165 lbs. 
Brown
Brown 
Fair 
"Gladys” "1900”, both on

Mother
right shoulder.
ETTA LEE LETSINGER nee Collett

Father
Ava, Missouri
GEORGE WILBUR LETSINGER,

Sister
deceased 
Mrs. TROY STAMPER

Marital Status 
Education

Route 1
Ava, Missouri
Single
High school, third year

On June 14, 1968, Sergeant JOHN KENNEDY, Fugitive 
Detail, San Diego Police Department, San Diego, California, 
advised that he had just received word from the Seattle,

- 3 -
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GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

Washington, authorities that they decided they did not 
want to extradite the subject to Seattle, Washington, 
however, the warrant for his arrest is still outstanding 
and should he return to the State of Washington, would be 
arrested on this warrant. *

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency.
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File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

San Diego, California 
June 17, 1968

GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

On June Tl, 1968, Mr. JOSEPH FORROR, Assistant 
Postmaster, Main Post Office, San Diego, California, advised 
as follows:

Found on the incoming mail belt was a piece of 
paper not in an envelope written in green ink which was 
addressed to "Post Office Post Master". This note reads 
as follows:

"If the F.B.I. wonts Ray^s buddy go to
124 Broadway Metropole Hotel Room 117. He 
may be under the name Geore Letsinger or 
George Anderson. He knows about Kennedy and 
also King.s death^s. He may have part in 
Kings death. I know he was in Tenn, before 
and after King was killed. I know Letsinger 
is wonted in Seattle. Also in Big Stone Gap, 
Virginia, by the F.B.I."

On June 12, 1968, information was received from the 
Seattle Division, Federal Bureau of Investigation, that one 
GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER, FBI Number 584 742 F, born 

_at Macomb, Missouri, was arrested at Jacksonville, 
Florida, on April 11, 1968, charged with grand larceny having 
stolen $550 to $6OOfrom a restaurant in Seattle, Washington, 

fbr which he was employed.

LETSINGER was returned to Seattle, Washington, and 
on the basis of the charge against him, received a three-year 
deferred sentence, six months in the county Jail and ordered 
to make restitution.

LETSINGER appealed this sentence and was placed on 
bond, however, departed the State of Washington and a bench 
warrant was subsequently Issued by the Superior Court, Seattle, 
Washington.
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GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

Information was also furnished that authorities 
at Seattle, Washington, desired his apprehension and would 
extradite LETSINGER to Seattle, Washington. Based on this 
information, the San Diego Police Department arrested 
GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER at Room 117, Metropole Hotel, 
124 Broadway, San Diego, California, on June 12, 1968. 
At time of arrest, LETSINGER admitted his identity and 
the fact that he khew he was wanted by the State of 
Washington.

GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER was interviewed by Agents ‘ 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation at San Diego, 
Califorria, on June 13, 1968, at which time he advised as 
follows:

LETSINGER advised that in 1963 he went to England 
and visited the Russian Embassy, Grovesner Square, London, 
England, for the purpose of renouncing his Uhited States 
citizenship.

He was arrested while in England by New Scotland 
Yard, based upon a check which he had deposited in a bank 
prior to his departure to England and later determined it 
was a fraudulent check.

LETSINGER was asked why he desired to renounce 
his citizenship, to which he replied the country is no longer 
a country for the white people and is eventually being taken 
over by the "niggers.”

LETSINGER exhibited a strong anti-Negro sentiment 
and stated that at one time he had been a member of a clan­
type organization at Big Stone Gap, Virginia.

LETSINGER was questioned as to his association with 
JAMES EARL RAY and whether he had any knowledge concerning the 
assassinations of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Senator ROBERT F. 
KENNEDY and President JOHN F. KENNEDY. LETSINGER merely 
replied ”1 do not wish to talk about these subjects."

LETSINGER did say, however, that if Senator TED 
KENNEDY and Vice President HUBERT H. HUMPHREY continue to 
seek the Presidency of the United States, they will be 
assassinated. LETSINGER did not desire to elaborate 
regarding this information.

. T
ri,

- 2 -
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GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

LETSINGER admitted previous mental history, 
having been confined during 1961 for a short period of 
time at St. John’s Hospital, Springfield, Missouri.

Handprinting was obtained from LETSINGER and 
was compared with the note received by the U. S. Post Office, 
San Diego, California, and because of a close resemblance of 
these, LETSINGER was asked if he, in fact, had written the 
note himself.

He categorically denied having written this note.

The following is a description and background 
concerning LETSINGER as obtained during interview:

Name 
Alias 
Race 
Sex 
Born ,

GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER
George Anderson
White
Male___________ 

at ■
Macomb, Missouri

Height ■
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Complexion 
Tattoo

5‘5i" 
165 lbs.
Brown
Brown
Fair 
’’Gladys" "1900", both on 
right shoulder.

Mother ETTA LEE LETSINGER nee Collett, 
Ava, Missouri

Father GEORGE WILBUR LETSINGER, 
deceased

Sister Mrs. TROY STAMPER
Route 1 
Ava, Missouri

Marital Status 
- Education

Single
High school, third year

On June 14, 1968, Sergeant JOHN KENNEDY, Fugitive 
Detail, San Diego Police Department, San Diego, California, 
advised that he had just received word from the Seattle,

- 3 -
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GEORGE ROBERT LETSINGER

Washington, authorities that they decided they did not 
want to extradite the subject to Seattle, Washington, 
however, the warrant for his arrest is still outstanding 
and should he return to the State of Washington, would be 
arrested on this warrant.

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency.

- 4* ..
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IP ■^aui^WW^^9’ w

united states gov^nment

Memorandum
EPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

TO DIRECTOR
Federal Bureau of Investigation

date: Jone IS, 1968

FROM

RC:SJP:DRO:jlk
DJ 144-72-662 
# 41-157-147

SUBJECT James Earl Ray, Subject;
Ma^n Luther King, Jr. , Victim. 
Conspiracy
CIVIL RIGHTS

*9* * '

Mr. ToImS^ 
Mr. DeLaKM 
Mr. Mota—^ 
Mr. Bishop*- 
Mr. Casper— 
Mr. Callah 
Mr. Co 
Mr. Fei 
Mr. Ga 
Mr. 
Mr.

» OHi ^ iflWCt
1 ’ P !

scan

i.is

~ In connection with your investigation of this matter, 
pfl&se continue to follow all leads to develop the facts 
with respect to the possible federal violation on an 
expedited basis.

Mr. Trotter— 
Tele. Room-------- . 
Miss Holmes------
Mies Gand

Please report by telephone immediately all infe^Mk'^ 
tion you obtain pertinent to this investigation to Stephen J; 
Pollak, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division 
and confirm such infomsfito as soon as possible by written 
memorandum or by e'^te# of teletypes or other communicaMo
{you receive. Please send copies to me, the Deputy Att^jney 
JSeneral and Assistant Attorney General Vinson.

HMsiriW'.

sr-i®
«tc 0

.^7
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Rev.;. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 6/19/68

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

^JSAC,4<ANGELES (44-1574)

SUBJECT

Rebudirtel 6/14/60,

EDGAR DOWNING, Del Mar Hotel, 257 East Ocean 
Boulevard, Logg Beach, California was contacted by SA 
JOSEPH R. CONLON on 6/18/68.

His letter to the Bureau was acknowledged and 
gratitude expressed for his cooperation.

DOWNING advised that about four days after killing 
in instant matter, he was sitting in lobby of Del Mar Hotel 
when a white male about 30 years, 5’10", 160 pounds, slender 
build and brown hair, appeared, and DOWNING overheard inquiry 
of clerk by this individual concerning whether a certain 
young lady was registered there. Clerk, TRUE HAROLD, advised 
this individual that the girl in question had checked out 
after which HAROLD gave this individual his luggage which 
had been stored At the hotel and he registered as a guest. 
DOWNING said he felt this indicated that the individual had 
been a guest in the hotel previously.

DOWNING indicated that later, he saw one of several 
photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, which he felt somewhat resem­
bled the individual who appeared ir^ Db^Dy^’or the Del Mar 
Hotel. He reported this incidentnto tfeePLbng Beach Resident 
Agency and understood that subsequently, agents had made 
inquiry at the hotel. c 21kU*£8

3 • Bureau
1 - Memphis (44-1987)
2 - Los Angeles

RRC/gJa

Approved:

79 JULl-1 al Agent in Charge
Sent

»5 JUN 211968
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Mr. Tolson.
Mr. DeLoach—__
Mr. Mohr
Mr. Bishop
Mr. Casper____ L
Mr. Callahan___
Mr. Conrad__ > 
Mr. Felt / 
Mr. GaleZVyC 
Mr- BomZSZ. 
Mt. SullivaCZ.
Mr. Tavel , 
Mr. Trotter 
Tela. Room . 
Mi#a Holmes.... . 
Mias Gandy,.....

THIS BATE SAC, MUPHIS, CONTACTED BY JOHN J. CLARK AID

LT. 40KB BROWS, U.S. BUREAU OF PRISONS. INFORMATION SUBMITTED 

IB PREVIOUS MEMPHIS TELETYPE RE CONTACT WITH CLARK.

CLARK THIS DATE ADVISED JOHN BROWSTS WITH BUREAU OF

PRISONSABD HAS BEER iSSISttl JT FEDERAL PRISON, HARIOS, ILLIHOIS. 

BRWfBlUM. TH LIAISON CAPACITY ABD FUR HI SHI HO ASSISTANCE

TO SHELBY tWWY, TENN., SO WHO WILL BEAR RESPONSIBILITY OF 

SUBJECT RAY IN INSTANT CASE. ?

CLARK ADVISED HE MAD NAD MEETINGS WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF SO,

STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL CANALE, AND INTERESTED LOCAL JUDGES IN 

CONNECTION WITH HANDLING OF PRISONER. CLARK SAID HE HAD SUBMITTED 

VARIOUS RECOMMENDATIONS BASED ON STANDARDS OF BUREAU OF PRISONS IN

HANDLING PRISONERS OF PROMINENCE. HE INDICATED AMONG ITEMSDISCUSSED

END PAGE ONE'

79 JBL

WERE THE HANDLING OF

WOULD PROBABLY REC EI VI

AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS

:i/-
•<.

HTS TYPE. ^ IV *25 JUN 25 1968

AND/OR DELIVERY 
ISEE BUFiLE 62-177290)^° “ "^"
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PAGE TWO 

IE STATE© KE WAD KABE CERTAIN SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING 

SECURITY AT THE SHELBY COUNTY.

CLARK ADVISED TWAT THE WITTERS WICK HE HAD SUBMITTED IN 

W FORM OFSUGGESTIONSTO LOCAL AUTHORITIES HAD BEEN DISCUSSED 

BY HIM WITH AAG FRED VINSON IN WASHINGTON, D.C. DURING COURSE OF 

CONVERSATION, CLARK STATED AAG VINSON HAD TOLD HIM THAT IT 

APPEARED THAT THE EARLIEST ANY POSSIBLE ACTION MIGHT BE TAKEN 

INSOFAR AS EXTRADITION OF RAY FROM ENGLAND WOULD BE OH OR ABOUT JULY 

THIRTEEN, NEXT. CLARK STATED HE THOUGHT AAG VINSON MIGHT BE 

OPTIMISTIC IN REGARD TO THIS DATE.

CLARK ALSO STATED THAT EVALUATION OF PERSONNEL AT SHELBY 

COUNTY SO INDICATED THAT IT MIGHT BE ADVISABLE FOR ADDITIONAL 

PERSONNEL-TYPE INVESTIGATIONS TO BE CONDUCTED RE DUTIES WHO 

MIGHT BE ENTRUSTED TO CARE AND PROTECTION OF PRISONER RAY. HE 

MADE TENTATIVE INQUIRY AS TO POSSIBILITY OF FBI CONDUCTING 

SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS OF THIS TYPE. CLARK WAS TOLD BY SAC THAT 

INVESTIGATIONS OF THIS TYPE WERE NOT CONDUCTED BY FBI. IT WAS 

SUGGESTED TO CLARK THAT SINCE PRIME RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROTECTION 

OF THIS PRTSQ|gR RESTED WITH SO AND THAT THE STATE AG WOULD ALSO HAVE 

GREAT INTEREST IN CBST®U^^^lp, CONSIDERATION MIGHT BE 

END PAGE TWO "
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PAGE THREE

GIVEN TO HAVE STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE CONDUCT PERTINENT 

PERSONNEL INVESTIGATIONS FOR SO.

IN THIS CONNECTION, IT MIGHT BE NOTED THERE ARE TWO 

NATIONAL ACADEMY GRADUATES ASSIGNED TO STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S 

OFFICE, JOHN LEVIS CARLISLE AND EDVARD L. HUTCHINGSON, JR., 

INSTIGATORS#

CLARK ALSO STATED THAT IN HIS DISCUSSION WITH AAG VINSON, 

VINSON TOLD KIM THAT HE NAD SEEN THE SUBJECT IN THE CELL IN THE 

BRITISH PRISON WERE ME IS HELD. THE CELL VAS DESCRIBED AS 

BEING VERY BLEAK AND THE BED CONSISTED OF BEDDING STRETCHED OVER 

A BOARD WISH SERVED AS THE BED IN THIS PARTICULAR CELL. OH SMALL 
/ ■ ' ■

SPIGOT WITH A RECEPTACLE SURROUNDING IT SATISFIED THE PRISONER 

FROM THE STANDPOINT OF DRINKING VATER AND MTS USE IN CONNECTION 

WITH BODILY FUNCTIONS. CLARK STATED THAT AAG VINSON ALSO TOLD 

HIM THERE VERE TWO CONSTABLES IN THE CELL VITH RAY AT ALL TIMES. 

; END PAGE THREE
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TAGE FOUR

RE ALSO SAID THAT BABEU BRITISH LAW, REPORTEDLY A PRISORER MUST 

HAW TWO HOURS OF EXERCISE OR A BAILY BASIS. DURIliG THE EXERCISE 

PERIOB OF RAY, CLARK WAS TOLD THE EXERCISE YARD IS CLEARED OF ALL 

PERSOAAEL ARD THE BRITISH AUTHORITIES DO HAVE SECURITY DOGS OR

U HARD IH THE EVERT OF ARY PROBLEMS ARISIAG.

RO OTHER PERTIRERT ACTIVITY THIS DATE.

ARMED ARD DA A SEROUS. P.

ERD

8FH
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