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Mrs, WALLACE and her husband opened a joint checking dccount
at the Jefferson-Gravois Bank, and this cccurred at about the
end of July, 1967, or the first of August, 1967. This account
is in the name of JAMES D, and BETTY J., WALLACE. Mrs. WALLACE
also opened a savings account on August 11, 1968, at the
Jefferson-Gravois Bank in the name of herself and her mother,
Mrs. DOROTHY STEPHENS.

It is Mrs. WALLACE's best recollection that she and-
her husband went together to the Jefferson-Gravois Bank in
late July, 1967, to cash the Government bonds which had been
herfather's., She believes her husband also went to the bank
with her at the time they opened the joint checking account.
It is possible, according tc her recollection, that her hus-
band may also have accompanied her to the bank on one or two
other occasions during that same period of time in the summer
of 1967. Mrs. WALLACE recalls no occasion during this period
of time in the summer of 1967 when she and her husband drove
to the bank by automobile, but instead they walked to the bank
cn each occasion from their residence on South Jefferson, which
was in proximity to the bank,

Upon searching her memory at this time, Mrs. WALLACE
belisves that she does recall a specific instance when her
husband accompanied her to the bank during the periocd referred
to in the summer of 1987. She recalls that they went to the
bank on this occasion at approximately 6:00 p.m. or between
6:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. It was still daylight on this occasion,
and she feels certain that it would have been on a Friday since
the bank closes at 2:00 p.m. on other days of the week, but
is ‘open on Fridays until 7:30 p.m. Mrs., WALLACE recalis that
on this occasion it was very warm summer weather, there had
been a summer rain earlier that day and the weather was cloudy
and grey. She vaguely recalls that as she and her husband
walked out of this bank on this occasion, her husband waved
to someone outside the bank. Mrs. WALLACE glanced very briefly
at the person at whom her husband waved, and she believes the
person was a white male; but since she glanced at him very
guickly, she does not recall his appearance otherwise and is
unable to describe him further in any respect. She does not
recall that there was any conversation at all between her hus-
band and the man on this occasion. After her husband had
waved at the man, Mrs, WALLACE inguired of her husband as to

- 3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3
SL 44~775
AJR/ral

who he was, and her husband replied to the effect that it was
a "fellow from the joint", which Mrs. WALLACE took to mean
that he was someone her husband had known in the penitentiary.

Specific inquiry was made of Mrs. WALLACE as to
whether she could recall any occasion when she was at the
Jefferson-Gravois Bank with her husband, at which time her
husband saw possibly two men at or near the bank to whomhe
remarked that he was glad he got his money out before they
got in; and whether she remembered that one of the men may
rrave replied to the effect that "they were putting in". Mrs.
WALLACE said she could not recall having witnessed any such
conversation. She commented, however, that her husband is
given to making such joking remarks and such a conversation
would not surprise her, although she could recall no such
conversation specifically.’

Photographs of JAMES LOAMA OWENS and JAMES EARL RAY
were exhibited to Mrs. WALLACE, She stated that OWENS is com-
rletely unknown to her but that the photographs of RAY looked
vaguely familiar to her, although she could not at this time
relate the photographs to any particular person she had ever
seen in the past. She commented specifically that she could
not relate the photographs of either RAY or OWENS to the man
she saw at the Jefferson-Gravois Bank and to whom her husband
waved on the occasion referred to above. Although the photo-
graphs of RAY loocked vaguely familiar to her, she has no idea
where she might have seen such a person, except that over a
period of years, including the year 1959, Mrs. WALLACE has
freguently attended religious services at a Salvation Army
establishment located near the address on Hickory Street
where the RAY family once resided according to what Mrs,
WALLACE has read in the newspapers. Mrs. WALLACE believes
it remotely possible she might have seen JAMES EARL RAY in
that area in 1959, although she does not specifically recall
such an occurrence, With regard to her vague recognition of
photographs of RAY, Mrs. WALLACE originally had that reaction
to photographs of him when she saw pictures of RAY in the
newspapers and on television at the time he was first
identified in this investigation.

Mrs. WALLACE and her husband now have five children,
the youngest of whom is an infant. Over a period of several
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SL 44-775 | ALLEGED APPEARANCE OF. JAMES EARL RAY
HCK:paw - . AT JEFFERSON~GRAVOXIS BANK, ST. LOUIS,
: MISSOURI, IN SUMMER, 1967,

' " Mr. A. G, ARB, Vice President, Jefferson-Gravois,

Bank of--St. Louis, 2604 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis,
telephone PR 1-8833, on May 16, .1968, made available for
examination records of -this bank dlsclosing sales of travelers -
checks in the period from January 1, 1967 through August 30,
1967, 1t is noted that this bank sells travelers checks of
American Express Company, First National City Bank of New York,
and Bank of America. These records, consisting of duplicate
.copies of the application for travelers checks signed by the
purchaser, did not disclose the sale of any travelers check to
JAMES EARL RAY in his name or that of any of his known aliases, .
nor did the records disclose any sale of travelers checks to JAMES
OWENS, an associate of RAY. No travelers checks sales were

dlsclosed to JOHN RAY or CAROL PEPPER, JAMES EARL RAY s brother
and sister, respectlvely. ‘

~;Mrs MARGARET HOLMES te11er;_Jefferson—Gravois Bank, .

who handles the sale of” travelers checks at the bank, was unable
to ideéntify photographs of JAMES EARL RAY exhibited to her

May 16, 1968, by SA.HOWARD C. KENNEDY as being identical w1th
anyone she has ever seen at the bank
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was killed at the age of 15 in a car wreck in 1962 in Atlanta.
VELANTI was married to SHIRLEY HOLSTEIN in Cleveland, Ohio,

in 1948 and they were divorced around 1950. He stated this
son never re51ded with his. present wife, BETTYE,

, : VELANTI emphatically denied being questioned
while:n jail at Kansas City or at the MSP concerning-
any gangster in the Kansas City" area.A 'He was questioned
by Detective HATFIELD, Kansas :City ‘Police Department, in
regard to -the ofiense for which he was convicted .in Kansas
City. This was on a charge of armed robbery of ‘one  JOHN
" RINGO who at that time operated the Drake Hotel in Kansas City.
VELANTI stated -he was not guilty of this robbery; however,:
he took a "bum rap" in the matter rather than divulge his’
~actual whereabouts and the person or persons with.whom he”was
.associated at " the time the robbery was committed.,  The. other
violation, according to VELANTI, “was .in the State of Kansas
and he would probably have reoeived ‘more time than the 20
years he got in Missouri. He 2lso was of the opinion at the

VELANTI refused to discuss his actual whereabouts
at the time of. the Drake Hotel robbery, ‘the violation in
- which he was' .involved, or the- person ‘or persomns with ‘whom he
was assooiated in this matter.  He stated any 1nvest1gat10n
in. this matter ‘could possibly jeepardize his present’ parole
status even though the Statute of L1m1tations has run on that
crime, : v

VELANTI den1ed any knowledge of the connect1on )
between New Orleans gangsters and- gangsters in Kansas City.
He stated he“has no relatives res1ding in Baton Rouge Louisiana,u;
or Atlanta Georgla. : . -

VELANTI admitted having cons1dered attempting to
escape from the MSP but never planned such an escape with
-any accomplice. ' He denied ever ‘having heard of a prisoner's
plan to escape to Liberia- or hav1ng a place he could hide out

- in a cave 1n Vlrginia, o o

: Subsequent to the assassination of Pre51dent JOHN F,
- KENNEDY, VELANTI admits fighting with a fellow pr1soner outside
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the Catholic chapel at the MSP because of a derogatory
statement made by this prlsoner concerning President _
KENNEDY as a Catholic. He does not recall the name . of:
this prisoner and no charges were filed in connection
with the incident. He denied that this individual could

- have been subject JAMES EARL RAY, 'He does recall Father

" SCHAFER ‘'was at that time the Chaplain but understands that
Father SCHAFER now has a parish in California, Mlssour1.-
-The above-described incident took place at the MSP in
1963. ' oont . x"

VELANTI recalled that when he was in the MSP
& Mll was occupled by Negroes, however, he understands
it aow houses trustees. B A

o VELANTI stated he could recall many prlsoners
making derogatory remarks concerning Negroes but he advised
that inasmuch as he is Catholic, derogatory remarks regardlng
Catholics ‘were not made in his presence. 0 . '

e When' quest1oned concernlng any indxviduals who might
dislike him and furnish false information concerning his
alleged associatlon with RAY VELANTI ment1oned the followlng
1nd1v1dua1s - ) , : .

JOHNNY SHEUTON wh1te, male, age 28, be11eved
presently back in MSP on an’ armed robbery charge from L
Kansas Clty,<M1ssour1,. : .'

‘ MIKE NOVOGRADIC (phonetlc), whlte, male, age 26
believed to be ‘'doing 25 years at MSP on a charge of assault
and molestatlon from Kansas Clty,

"BUGA RED" TOWNSEND, white, male, d01ng 11fe at
MSP for k1111ng a priest.
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“of his time as an employee of the Monte Young Carnival o
‘which operates out of Salt Lake" City. This carnival was
operated by a female, one NINA (last'name unknown) . .
.During this employment VELANTI ‘worked under the name_ and
~Social Secur1ty Number of a sheep herder by the name of :
WREZ XYLOIX (pronounced RAY ZELWAH). ' When the carnival .
closed the season in October he went'to. Shreveport, Louls1ana
where he re51ded with his wife, BETTYE, until the t1me he .

was picked up in. February 1959 in Kansas City. He stated ‘
that he used the name. XYLOIX im oirder to avoid poss1b1e o
arrest in the "State of Oregon'where he was wanted for.
investigation armed ‘robbery. "“He advised that’ Oregon had
‘placed a detainer agalnst him- upon: his release from '
Leavenworth, but that he had "beat” this detainer at Leavenworth,
Kansas, and 'was never returned to Oregon,

During the course of the interview VELANTI mentioned
. the name of a former MSP inmate presently im the St. Louis
area, one JAMES CARPENTER, who might be in a position to .
furnish informat1on concerning activities of subject RAY in
the MSP. ,
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VELANTI was questloned concernlng the present whereabouts
of JIMMY CARPENTER and he stated that although he had not seen
JIMMY in several days he understood he was still residing at 1817
Rutger using the name JOHN MEZZO0O and employed as a cook at Clatto's
Iocated at Eighth and Delmar, He advised he had learned CARPENTER o
may.  ha ver eptered the St. Louis City" Hospltal to have an eye operation .
but had been unable to locate him and ‘he also stated that CARPENTER -
had nmot reported to work. for the last two nights at Clattw's Restaurant..;
He promised to locate CARPENTER as. soon as- p0351ble and have him call .
the St. Louis FBI Office. ‘ -

VELANTI adv1sed upon questionlng that he had heard nothlng L
whatsoever which would indicate to him that subject JAMES EARL RAY =~
might have been involved in the armed. robbery of the Alton, Illlnois,."
Bank which occurred in July, 1967., : Do :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176









2
.SL: 44-775

friends or relatives., lHe stated these individuals were'
not specifically mentioned but he got this impression
‘from conversing with subject RAY.

CARPENTER advised subgect RAY furnished no 1nformat1on
concerning where he was staying in St. Louis and made no
mention of associates or relatives with whom he might be
associated or living. CARPENTER stated he did not observe
RAY in company: with any other individual on any of the
above-mentioned occasions., He did state that RAY. mentioned
in the conversation that he “"walked out™ of the MSP- with
a group of visitors from the outside. It was CARPENTER s
understanding that this was in connection with a ball’ ‘game

that had been played at the penitentiary and that the date approxi_

S HEEEly,. RAY walked away was April 24,. 1967, CARPENTER-

" was questioned specifically concerning any information: =
he might have :ag to the identity of any individual assist1ng
subject RAY in his escape and he stated he could furnish -
no information. Whatever in this respect. He further stated
he has not seen subject RAY since around May 18, 1967 and
is not in possession of any information concerning hls
possible whereabouts 51nce that time,

CARPENTER advised he recalled subject RAY very well

from his association with him at the MSP.  He described RAY

as a "loner" who participated in gambling in the penitentiary.
He stated, however, that RAY spent so much of his time in
solitary conflnement due to his attempts to escape that he
- did not have much opportunity to participate in these act1v1t1es.
He advised that he was as close to RAY as anyone in the
.penitentiary and recalled that RAY took narcotics, and often
~came to his, CARPENTER's, cell to converse and offer narcotlcs
to CARPENTER. With regard to RAY's closest associate at

MSP, CARPENTER advised that he was as close to RAY as any.
inmate He went on to state that based on this associatlon

and his general’ knowledge of RAY it was hard for him’to imaglne
RAY being involved in the MARTIN LUTHER KING slaying.. In"

this respect he stated he did not feel RAY would be motivated
by animosity toward Dr. KING and was not the type of individual
who would be trusted by people wanting to dispose of KING.

He knew of no connectlons that RAY had while in MSP whlch

LoD
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would afford him access to information regarding a planned
assassination of Dr, KING. It is CARPENTER's opinion
that if RAY made such conmnections he did so while on the -
run subsequent to h1s escape.

CARPENTER recalled an inmate at MSP known as
(first name unknown) ‘COOLEY (phonetic) described as .
white male, 45 years old at the present time, 6° tall,
"150 pounds, slender build, black hair. He stated thls
individual walked with a noticeable limp, believed to be
in his right leg, and that the right leg was curved out
noticeably, He advised that COOLEY was an inmate at MSP
on two. separate occasions. He believes that COOLEY was'
last released prior to 1960 when subject RAY entered MSP.
COOLEY worked in the penitentiary kitchemn. He described
COOLEY as a “fanatic”™. CARPENTER could relate no spéecific
“circumstances on: which he based his opinion that COOLEY
was a fanatic, or what COOLEY was famatical about. CARPENTER
merely stated that COOLEY had "way out®” ideas, and that he, .
COOLEY, attempted to appear as an intellectual. He récalled
that COOLEY read science and sex books.continually. Inasmuch
as COOLEY's last.release was prior to subject RAY's 1ncar-
ceration at MSP, CARPENTER does not believe there was ‘any™
association between subject RAY and this COOLEY. CARPENTER
knows of no organization known as COOLEY’ s organxzatlon o |
any group headed by COOLEY. C,“'}T

During the interview CARPENTER mentioned an individual
known to him as JACK (last name unknown) who in May of 1967 .
was in charge of a rooming house at 1805 South 11lth Street.
CARPENTER met this individual while incarcerated in St. Louis
subsequent to his arrest on June 1, 1967. It was his recollection
that JACK (last name unknown) was arrested on June 2, 1967,
suspected of burglary of a tavern located near his re51dence
at 1805 South 11th .

_ Durlng conversatlon w1th JACK (1ast name unknown),
. who was described as a white male, age 70, 6°' tall, 200 pounds,
gray hair, subject RAY was discussed. Although JACK did not
spec1fica11y say’ so, CARPENTER got the impression that RAY

-
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was probably 11v1ng with him or stay1ng part-time with

him at 1805 South 1lth. He also .recalled JACK mentlonlng .
subject having a brother resid1ng somewhere in the. general
area. Although CARPENTER could not ‘recall the brother!'s
name he thought it to be JOHN; JACK (last name unknown)
advised ‘it was his understanding that subject RAY,. who was
well known to him, was believed to have walked away from
the pen1tent1ary following a ball game° '

It Was CARPENTER's' understand1ng that JACK (last '
name unknown ) ‘had never done any time in Missouri but had
spent approximately 29 years in-penitentiarys in Illinois
on charges of safe cracking, robbery and so forth. At the
time JACK was arrested in St. Louis’ on June 2, 1967, he .was
extremely worried because his. parole out of 1111n01s ‘did
not explre for a perlod of two or three more weeks."f“

CARPENTER stated thaﬁ durlng hns 1ncarcerat1on
at MSP he "ran the store" for qulte a period of tlme., ‘He.
is presently employed as 2 cook for. JOHNNY CLAYTO at 18th
and Delmar Streets ‘and plans to enter the St. Louis City
Hospital in the near future for an eye operation to remove
cataracts., About the time CARPENTER saw subject RAY in
St. Louis he was employed for a short period of time as
a cook in & cafeteria located in the Mart Bulldlng in St. Louis.
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to call the St. Louis Federal Bureau of Invastigation Office
immediately in the event he obtains any information which

mlght be of value in determining how subject RAY might have come
in possession of money he reportedly spent during the period
‘'subsequent to his escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary
and prior to his recent apprehension in London, England.
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With respect to associates of GAWRON, MC CORMICK ad-
vised that GAWRON drinks frequently at Peanut's Bar, 1601 Park,
St. Louis, Missouri, GAWRON associates with the owner of this
bar, known only as PEANUTS. to MC CORMICK. GAWRON also associates
with one ORVILLE "WRITEY™ KILLION who resides at 1617a Park.
KILLION often runs poker games at his r951dence, and GAWRON
frequents the poker games held there. According to MC CORMICK,
KILLION is presently at Koch Hospital suffering from tubercu1051s.
KILLION reports to the hospltal at given 1ntervals for treatment

Last Monday, two ex=convicts came to GAWRON's home.
One of these men was a JIMMY (last name unknown) who MC CORMICK
described as a white male, 65, 5'8", wear¥ing a felt hat. The
other man, name unknown, MC CORMICK described as a white male,
40s, 5'7", 160 pounds, short and thin with black hair. This
man is from Louisiana. JIMMY at one time robbed a bar at Grand
and Chouteau. ‘ - D e

. . LaSt night, May 14, 1968, the same two men returned
to GAWRON's residence. GAWRON gave the man, from Louisiana a
"silver plated" .38 caliber,.snubnose. revolver. .. The man had
requested this revolver from GAWRON on the precedlng Monday
night. Althougn GAWRON did. not specifically state so,
MC CORMICK. believes this'.gun was obtained by GAWRON 1n Madlson,
filinois. GAWRON has spoken to him of connections that he has
at a bar in Madison, Illln01s Something was wrong with this
gun because when held up the bul]et would fall out of it.
CAWRON and the man from LoulSlama ‘taped the bullets in the gun.
According to MC CORMICK this man wanted the gun to hold up a
couple of places. ; ,

The mzn from LOUlSland offered him, NC CORMICK $250
to kill a man., The man from Louisiana did not mention the
prospective v1ctim's name or why he wanted the man killed.

MC CORMICK advised that he declined this offer and would not
kill a man for $1,000 much less $250. :

o MC CORMICK sald he is conV1nced that GAWRON saw sub-
ject, RAY, in St. Louis. He pointed out that GAWRON has not
left the St Louls area to his knowledge, and that he visits

. GAWRON dally . , , :

' Approxlmately one week ago, GAWRON told him that RAY
is presently in Algiers. MC CORMICK understood him to mean

o/
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that RAY was out of the. contlnental Unlted States. GAWRON .

did not say, and MC CORMICK has no 1dea of the source of
this 1nformat10n. ’ o ,
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was published in the newspaper; He advised that just he and

GAWRON were drlnklng at GAWRON's house when GAWRON mentloned

RAY. .

GAWRON. refers to subgect RAY, as JIMMY, nd told

MC CORMICK that RAY was his "foster son," GAWRON stated that

he and RAY 'took a couple of joints together." MC CORMICK

understood him to mean that they had pulled armed robberies

together. GAWRON did not state when and wheré these holdups

occurred. GAWRON also stated that RAY had escaped from the

penltentlary. p
MC CORMICK at first adv1sed that GAWRON stated he

had seen RAY approx1mate1y six weeks : . before. RAY's picture

was published in thepaper. Later in, the interview, MC CORMICK

adised GAWRON had stated he saw RAY 51x weeks ago. This would

have been around the first of April .according to. MC .CORMICK, -

The dlscrepancy in the dates on which GAWRON.supposedly saw

RAY were brought to MC CORMICK's attention.. He stated he was

confused as, to exactly. when this meet was supposed to have

occurred and does not recall if it was six weeks prior.to, =

RAY's photograph appearing in the. -paper, or simply six Weeks

ago. He did state that the meet supposedly occurred’ near

'the intersection- of '18th and Lafayette, St. Louis, Mlssour1

MC CORMICK pointed out . that.there is a drug store .and a couple

of bars at this location, and assumes that the meet took

place in a bar. At this point, MC CORMICK .advised that ;t

was at this . time that GAWRON . and RAY supposedly pulled. the

armed. robberles .together. MC CORMICK advised that. th1s was

the 1mpres51on ‘that he got.from JACK, .. However, he adv1sed

that it was equally poss1ble that JACK'was referrlng to

amed robberles pulled by him, GAWRON, and RAY in 1959 or earller.

S GAWRON has advised him that he, GAWRON, has been
talking .to the FBI about .RAY.. GAWRON. .did not state ,whether
or not he was telling the truth to thée FBI. GAWRON Stated he
was scared and that he .did not like to be bothered by the FBI.

. MC CORMICK adv1sed that he was arrested 1ast
September ‘for the theft of a television set. He is now ‘on’
nine. months probation for this offense. He was in the city
jail, cell number.22 with a. JIMMY (last name unknown) JIMMY
has within. the past week, began coming.to GAWRON'S home. At
the time that he and JIMMY were in jail, GAWRON ‘and JAMES -
RAMSEY were also in jail. MC CORMICK was in jail approxlmately

vo
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two months. GAWRON was released bdore him, and JIMMY was re-~
leased only recently. While im jail, he overheard no conver-
sation between JIMMY and GAWRON regarding RAY. He advised

at that. time GAWRON and RAMSEY were in jail for the burglary
of Art's Tavern, -Soulard and South 1lth Streets.

He recalls that sometime ago, the exact date un-
known to him, RAMSEY, GAWRON and someone else went to Arkansas
to rob a variety store. They had previously cased this store.
MC CORMICK recalled that they did not rob this store as they
had planned for some reason unknown to him.

Regarding the financial status of GAWRON, MC CORMICK.
advised that GAWRON generally has a couple of hundred dollars
with him all the time. He stated that GAWRON receives a Govern-
ment check and plays cards frequently. He advised that GAWRON
also has an account at Manufacturer'’'s Bank on South Broadway.

MC CORMICK advised that GAWRGN has no. telephone,

but frequently goes out to make telephone calls at a pay phone
" located in fromt of a Catholic church at 12th and Lafayette,
St. Louis, S , o e

i

lt is hlS oplnlon that GAWRON would not tell the . FBI
where RAY is, even if he knew.  He stated that. GAWRON.is " a
little -nuts."™ He.stated he believes this .because of the .fact
that GAWRON keeps approximately fifteen cats in.his home.and
one dog. GAWRON kisses the cats and refers to them as '"baby."
He stated that GAWRON sleeps with all the cats and his\dog

\ MC CORMICK adv1sed that he .1lived next door to JACK
at 1805 ‘South 1lth Street downstalrs with JIM RAMSEY for
approximately two months. He recalls that he . lived there at
the time JACK' was arrested in June, 1967. 'He did not see
the subject, RAY, in the vicinity of JACK's home at that time.

: ‘MC CORMICK described RAMSEY as.a '"loud mouth, who
would come in. on. anybody." He stated, that .he is sure that
RAMSEY.would tell the FBY if he had any knowlédge of RAY.

MC CORMICK .pointed -out, that he would certainly.tell the FBI .

if he knew, wheré RAY was at present. He pointed out that he
will immediately contact the FBI should any 1nformat10n concern-
ing RAY become: known to him.

7/
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Criminal Record : Admits no felonies,

- o : has served time in work-
. house, now on.probation
to THOMAS MANGOGNA, St.
Louis Municipal Courts
‘Building.
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Lafayette or 3214a South Grand are separated

- In 1955 MC CORMICK was admitted to Malcolm Bliss-
Hospital where he stayed for one month suffering from a
nervous breakdown. A check of the hospital records by the
probation officer indicates that MC CORMICK has syphilis
which has affected his brain. -His condition is chronic
brain syndrome due to Meningoncephalitic Lues, chronic in-
flamation of the brain and brain membrane due to syphilis..
This condition produces excessive nervousness and motor
activity. :

MC CORMICK has an IQ of 72 which is in the men-.
tally defective range. MC CORMICK has three prior misde-
meanorarrests, one in 1941 for vagrancy and two in 1962 and
1963 for stealing over $50. The file indicates MC CORMICK
had a brother, VICTOR V., MC CORMICK, who was shot approximately
three years ago. The file 1ndlcates that VICTOR apparently
associated with an unsavory element
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SL, 44-775 1800 Soiith 11th Street
WHW/1leh St., Louis, Missouri

On May 15, 1968, a neighborhood investigation was
conducted in the v101n1ty of 1807 South 11lth Street, by SA
WILLIAM H. WARFIELD and SA F, JACK WILLIAMS., The follow1ng
persons were contacted and 1nterv1ewed and viewed photographs
of JAMES EARL RAY as depicted on wanted flyer 442-A dated
April 19, 1968, and their comments are as indicated:

ROSALIE SMITH, 1813a South 1llth Street, advised
she has resided in this address since 1962. She has never
seen subject, RAY. She advised.that she is acqualnted with
a JACK (last name unknown), who re51des ‘1807 South 11lth
Street. She stated JACK lives. at this address alone most
of the time. She has never seen subject, RAY, at JACK's
house, : -

MARY (last name unknown) who resides at 1805 South

11th Street, rear, (this is a house separate and apart from
the house at 1805-1807 South 1llth Street), often stays with
JACK (last name unknown). It was noted that an elderly male .
and female were at that time seated on the rear porch at. .. .
180ﬁlsoubh 11th Street. She. pointed ‘to. these two.. individuals
as the persons known to her as JACK and MARYQ. SMITH occupies
both apartments .upstairs at A1813. South 11th. It should be .
noted that the two apartments located downstalrs in this

same building bear the - address 18;5 and 1815a South 1lth.

’ .. According to LINDA'SMITH, 1813a SeufﬁriithiSfreet,
daughter to ROSALIE SMITH, one FRED POWERS resides at 181b5a
South 1lth. i, - ey A s
FRED also malntalns a re51dence somewhere in the
"ecountry" and comes to St. Louis only the first part of each
mounth to pick up his check y o e s .-

LINDA SMITH adV1sed that a MARY (1ast name unknown)
resides at 1815 South 1lilth., The mailbox for this address
indicates the resident ;eeone M@RIE@LJORDANP . . .

" .. LINDA SMITH pointed out that the residence at 1809
South. 11th is presently vacant. She advised that this resi-
dence was previously occupied, by a. Mexican lady , who now
resides. at an ‘unknown address with her. son. LINDA SMITH
pointed out that a second Mexican woman formerly resided at
1805 South 11lth. This lady died recently.

7b
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LINDA SMITH”stated that residents of the neighbor—,

hood frequent Art's Bar which is open only on Sunday s at

the corner of 1lth and Soulard and Eddie Sang's Bar on the
corner of 12th and Soulard. LINDA SMITH advised that she
will immediately notlfy the FBI ‘should she receive any in-
formation concerning RAY. It was noted that the apartment
house at 1809 South llth and the apartment house at 1809

rear South 1lth were both vacant.

EDDIE SANG, 1800 South 12th Street, owner of
Eddie Sang's Tavern at theé same address adv1sed that the
photograph of RAY looks familiar and he believes he.has seen
this man before. SANG pointed out that he first noted the
familiarity of RAY's face when he saw RAY's photograph
in the newspaper. He stated that he associated the face
with a customer at his tavern but cannot associate the name
with the face. He advised that several ex-convicts .of the
neighboring area used to frequent his tavern. -He recalled
one as a JACK (last name unknown) white, male, 45 believed to
be. from Arkansas. He advised that this JACK was, suspected of
a shootlng in the neighborhood approx1mately six to.-.eight.
months ago and that he was also.involved in. the, burglary of
Art's Tavern, 1lth and Soulard. He barred JACK (last name
unknown) from his place of business and doesnot know where
he could be located at present. .. .. . : :

MILDRED LAKAS, 1118 Soulard, could furnish no
information regarding the subject. e S

ALBERT JOBE 1116 Soulard has reslded at-this .
address since July, 1967 " Prior to that time he resided at
1821a South 1llth. He does not recall ever having seen the
subject in the neighborhood and pointed out that he frequently
visits nearby taverns. L

[Mr. and Mrs. RICHARD. GRAYBILL 1107a‘Sou1ard could
furnlsh no information concerning the subJect They have
r951ded at this address for approximately four -years.

: CHRISTINE GREENWAY, 1107 Soulard, has re31ded at
thls address approx1mate1y two years. She could furnish no
1nformat10n concerning the. subject. .

SHIRLEY HURST 1107 Soulard adv1sed that the center
photograph of the subJect looks famlllar, but she cannot
associate the face with a name or place. Mrs. HURST pointed

77
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out she operated a grocery at 1110 Soulard for a few monthS~
during 1965. , )

Mrs. EDWIN BLASE 1817 South’ llth Street could -
furnlsh no 1nformat10n concernlng subJect

Mrs. WILLIAM M. DUDA, 1819 South 11th Street, could
furnish no information concerning the subject but pointed out
that she is new in the neighborhood -

IDA BIELLER, 1821 South llth Street, ‘stated’ that
she’ has resided ‘in’ th1s nelghborhood 21 years but could fur—
rished ‘no 1nformat10n concernlng the subject.

MELZO COURTWAY, 1114 Soulard, could furnish no
information concernlng the subJect ' .

, . DALLAS, FRILLMAN was 1nterv1ewed at Sang s Tavern,’
1800 South 12th Street, and could. furnish no 1nformat10n
concernlng subJect . AL

- EMEKY HARRISON - 11i2‘sodiafd‘dnd“MAhGARET“YZBﬁOCK; |
1114 Soulard could furnlsh no, information-concerningwsubject.’
WILLIE MANNING was 1nterv1ewed at V. P Drug Store

1731 South 11th Street. He advised that he has been inter- -
. viwed by agents in the past and knows nothing. -
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The follow1ng 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by SA CLETIS
B BIDEWELL on May 29, 1968:

' : ARTHUR FORLOW, Missouri State Probatlon and Parole Officer,_
1500 South Big Bend, advised that- RUSSELL P, BRANNEN, FBI 279 653 6,
Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP)#65816J, is presently on parole
. under supervision by that office. He advised that on April 1, 1952,
BRANNEN received a 25 year séentence under the Habitual Crlminal Act
and that his parole supervision is scheduled to terminate on September .
10, 1968, z According to FORLOW, BRANNEN presently resides at 1633
.Dolman, St. Louis, and is employed at the Modern Jacket Company.
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BRANNEN advised upon questioning that he had not heard
any discussion concerning the method of subject RAY's escape as
to whether or not he left in a bread. truck or walked out .of the
prlson with a group of visitors, -
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NEICHBORHOOD - MISSISSIPPI AVENUE

The folleowing was conducted by SiAs PATRICK W, BRADLEY and
ROBERT A. HESS on June 3, 1968:

JOHN PAUL VELANTI indicated an un-named convict allegedly
told him he had observed subject in the 1800 block of Mississippil
Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri, approximately two weeks following
subject's escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary, April 23,
1967 . v

Observation disclosed there is no 1800 block of Mississippi
Avenuwe in 8t. Leuils, Missouri. A&t the point where Mississippi is
intersected by Geyer Avenue, the pumbers jump from L7729 to 1915,

Photographs of subject were displayed to the following
individuals on Mississippl and Geyer Avenues, with the result that
neme of them were able to recall having observed anyone of subject's
appearance in the area or ever having been acquainted with anyone
of subject’s name or aliases..

MISSISSIPPI AVENUE (S4& BRADLEY)

1720 HERVMAN BLACKWELL ' L1721 CARRIE B, DEWEY

1722 JOHN J. O'BRIEN - 1728 TILLIE B, FULTON

1726 JAMES LACEY W7Es ERULAE PIRRCE

1730 OMA BANES 1782 OPAL CONNCOR

1779 WIBBS AUTO REPAIR 1918 BiLIS BARBER SHOP -
(JAMES WIEBS - OWNER) JOSEPH BURNS = Bzrber
Geyer Avenue Intersects 1918 LOLA M. COFFMAN

1918a SHERMAN TOLLIVER _
Aller Avenue Intersects

GEYER AVENUE (SA HESS)

1916 EVERETT BOYER ANNA WAGY
1919 HENRY WILLARD GUY KIRK
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~about. fifteen years old. The boy liked to dance and often-
-danced at the bar. ‘ o ' : :

HiGHLYtdoes not believe that the dancing boy was
subject, JAMES EARL RAY, She noted that the dancer would
.only be about 30 years of age at thls time. ,

HIGHLY advised that she was always at the bar during -
its hours of operation and was well acquainted with the cus-
tomers, ~'She advised that a LESTER GUIBOR, presently employed
at National Fixture, 7000 South Broadway, used to tend bar
for her. 'She advised that MARIE MC MURTY, 1634 South 18th
Street, was employed by her in'Ogal's Bar as a waitress.

HIGHLY advised that should she gain any information
concerning JAMES EARL RAY, she would . 1mmed1ate1y contact the
FBI, .
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