


MISCELLANEOUS PROJECTS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1

SL 44-775
GMP :paw

The following investlgation was conducted by
SA- GEORGE M. PEET'

Oon May 15, 1968, RICHARD MISSAVAGE Computer Section,

St. Louis Police Department advised that F1e1d Interrogation
Reports (FIR's - forms filled out regarding suspicious persons
stopped and questioned but not arrested or booked) had been
searched for a record of subjéct RAY under his name and known
aliases with negative results. These reports cover the period

November, 1967,to date for the entlre Clty and were a11 that -
- are available.

, On May 17,'1968, éll original FIR's for 1967, which
" were available at Third District, St. Louis Police Department,
which covers the area where subject RAY is known to have.
frequented, were also searched with negative results.

In addition, the FIR's were searched through computer
for a record of JAMES LOMA OWENS, FBI number 139 770 7, om
May 15, 1968, in an effort to ascertain his whereabouts for
interview. ' o ' A ~ ' R
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UNIDENTIFIED DEATHS

Sergeant BUFORD MC GAHAN, Flngerprlnt Sectlon, St Louls,1e}fee

Missouri, Police Department, and MRS, HELEN TAYLOR, City Coroner,
St. Louis, Missouri, advised SA JAMES T. DEARBORN on May 10, 1968, e
the Fingerprint Section of the St. Louis Police Department checks all .
unidentified cadavers in the City of St. Louis, Missouri, and :

obtains their fingerprints if the condition of the body will allow. gﬁiﬂf
These prints are then forwarded to the FBI IDENTIFICATION DIVISION, - ..

No unidentified white male cadavers have been found in the Clty of .
St Louis, Mlssourl, since April 4, 1968. - .

on the same date Detective JOHN LARRISON, St. Louis County;Ay;-
Missouri, Police Department advised SA DEARBORN the same procedure @ - -
is followed by his Department in St. Louis Cocunty, Missouri, and that . . *
no unidentified white male cadavers had been found since April 4,

- 1968,

. Sergeant PAUL NAUMANN, Missouri State, nghway Patrol,. oo
Troop C, Kirkwood, Missouri, advised SA DEARBORN, on the same date, = .
that the Patrol performs a slmllar service for coroners and R
Police Departments in the rural areas of Mlssourl.
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IV. FELLOW PRISONERS
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. 'He was aware of no organlzatlon at’ the Missour1
State Penitentiary that acted as enforcers or who in anyway
"ran" the penitentiary. He advised that if. .there. was.any ,
- single organ1zat10n or ‘man, who runs. the: wissour1 State Peni—,k
tentiary that man would bé& BOB. BURNS whom he’ descrlbed as,
a small man presently .doing.75" years: from St. Louis’ for armed L
robbery. BURNS' brother is supposedly a detect1ve 11eutenant
- in the St. Louis Pollce Department

With respect to known gamblers at the Missouri State
‘Penitentiary he advised that JOHNNIE JOHNSON from Kansas City
and JACK KALENKA (phonetic) also from Kansas . Cxty were known

_ gamblers who have now both. been released. from.the penltentiary.
" He advised that CLYDE CASEY, GLEN CHERNICK and "SLICK" STEDHAM
were also gamblers. He adv1sed he is unacqua1nted w1th a
JOHNNIE VELANTI. o ) L S - iy

JERY

. He advised that JAMES FARL RAY resided 1n B Hall

when he was-residing in C Hall at the penltentlary

6]0).4 p01nted out that he could furnish no 1nforma-
tion concerning RAY or the associates of RAY, however, he .
advised that should any 1nformation concerning; RAY. beeome ’
known to him he will immedlately contact the,FBI., Ccox polnted
out that he has ''gone straight” since leaving the pen1tentiary,

has a good job, and wants to stay on the rlght side of the.
law.
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NOLAN stated that while incarcerated in MSP, RAY
- worked in the bakery as a bread cutter. In addition to RAY M
in the bakery, there were approximately 150 additional inmates. "
NOLAN commented that he doubted that over six of these fellow .
inmates had ever held conversations with RAY totaling more
than 30 minutes, He stated that RAY was a good worker, a
clever and thoughtful person, a conservative thinker, very
closed mouthed and an individual who does not generally do
things on the spur of the moment. NOLAN added that at no
time did RAY exhibit any foreign language ability nor was
there any talk of travel outside. .of the continental United .
States by RAY. However, ‘on one occasion RAY did mention. to R
NOLAN that he had been to the West Coast. Although NOLAN stated'““””'
that RAY did.not have any close family ties, the place most
often spoken of by RAY was 1111n01s where NOLAN understands
RAY's family are re51dents.

. NOLAN conmented that qprox1mate1y 95 percent of the
content of .conversations between he and JAMES EARL RAY while
incarcerated in MSP was about how to get out of the .peniten-
tiary either legally or 111ega11y . NOLAN. emphatlcally denaed
that he had been engaged .in any 111egal ‘acetivity inside the
MSP and further .stated that he was not the individual. who was s
caught by prison. authoritles with numerous Jbullets in his, pocket'
He . also stated. that. there was no truth .to the statement that. .
JAMES EARL RAY ever had an. -inmate beaten while in .thé peniten-
tiary for non-payment of debt. NOLAN recalled that on either
a Frlday or Saturday evening, RAY -had sent word to him.by-
nmessenger that he wanted tomeet with him . for ‘dinner. NOLAN
did join RAY for supper and RAY. commented that he had been
granted. .permission to accompany hlS attorney to .a M1ssour1
Supreme Court hearing on the following Wednesday RAY. was ISR
desirous of 1earn1ng the exact. procedures in regard. to. security. . ..
of him. as a.prisoner and if there was any. relaxatlon of .the. v,
security, whereby he may be afforded .a chance to escape. NOLAN -
reportedly . assured RAY that,there was no opportunity for escape
under those’ 01rcumstances. According to NOLAN - RAY replled '
"That's okay, I' ve got somethlng else." . . . .

. The following Sunday while walklng in the. yard of -
MSP NOLAN stated that he overheard an inmate, name unknown, coms -
p1a1n that someone had stolen a set of hidden clv111an clothlngf
however at the time dldnot pay too much attentlon to the remarks

Joa
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made. Several hours later, it was rumored that someone had
on that afternoon walked out the front gate of the MSP.
Eventually word came .to NOLAN after a head count had been
taken that evening, that the escapee was JAMES EARL RAY.
NOLAN conjectures that ‘it was RAY who stole the civilian
clothes and who probably changed in the confines of the
bakery and then mingled with the weekend visito¥s and if a’
'‘guard on the double gate was new, which NOLAN says was
true, RAY probably just walked out in this manner. :

NOLAN feels positively that RAY would niever have
come to St. Louis, Missouri, after his escape unless he
was merely passing through. He ‘indicated that it is common
knowledge that the St. Louis ‘Police Department and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation in St. Louis are notorious
for developlng a network of informants among ex-cons released
from MSP. Foxr this reason, RAY, who NOLAN reiterated never
trusted an inmate while in prison, would. certalnly not come

to St. Louis and contact anyone here after his escape,. . NQLAﬂi.’

‘again commented that JAMES EARL RAY has a natural ability P
to make hlmself inconspicuous and an individual who usually '
"stays at arm's length from -everyone . ,:, .

t .

NOLAN is of the belief. that RAY 1s not gullwy qf
the kllllngof\MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., as. the crime . is com-
pletely foréign to RAY's personallty. He does not believe
that RAY would kill except to avoid returning to prison.
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RE;-, | FELLOW" PRISONER RICHARD REN’o_

. On May 8 1968, RICHARD/RENO 411 East Swan Avenue,
Webster_Groves, Mlssourl, ‘advised SA DONALD 'S, DE FONCE that "
while confined to “the ‘Missouri State Penitentiary he had S
" occasion on several different times to have a short conversation -
- with JAMES EARL RAY. He stated, however, that although he knew
him by sight, he did not cons1der himself to be an acquaintance

or even to be on a friendly basis w1th RAY

RENO advised that although he was not aware of it at
‘the time, he apparently drove the bakery truck in which RAY '
escaped from the penltentlary.

RENO advised that he has had no contact Wlth RAY ‘and
does not think that RAY would ever contact him' however, promised
to advise in the event that he does. :
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described RAY as being a man whom you would notknow how smart or
dumb he is simply by his being so quiet.

_ RUSSELL denied having any extended conversations with
RAY and those occasions when they did talk most of the discussion
concerned prison life;conditions theérein, etc. RUSSELL acknowledged
that RAY did use amphetamines; however, had no knowledge oOf. RAY
dealing in same. There was no discussion regarding. travel inside
or outside the United States and there was mno indlcatlon by RAY
of any knowledge of a foreign 1anguage. -

RUSSELL stated that RAY 1s not a "musce man" ; however, ‘he -
does not know if he is capable of killing anyone. He stated he
has had no contact with RAY since RAY's. escape, since he has no idea
of RUSSELL's current whereabouts. RUSSELL is of the opinion that
he would not help RAY if RAY should contact him; however, he does
not feel that he Would advise the FBI if he had been contacted by
RAY

RUSSELL was apprised'of*the provisions of the“Hafboring
Statute and stated he was completely familiar with them; however,
again reiterated that he would not help JAMES EARL RAY or anyone
else,

All the known pheios of JAMES EARL RAY -were exhibited to
RUSSELL: and he stated the one taéen im 1966 at the MSP is the one
most familiar to him and resembles RAY as RUSSELL knew him.
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V. JAMES DAVID DAILEY
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advised SK”ROBERT 1, BENDER thatﬂthey were unable to suggest "the”
identities of any persons whom they believed might be aware of

© any acquaintance or assoc1at1on between subject and J, D, =
DAILEY , - .

On June 6, 1968, They advised SA BENDER contacts with
their informants and sources had failed to disclose any add;t;onal
information .in this regard,
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He recalled that durlng thefall of 1967 CREWS- had
appeared at his restaurant one evening and had conflded to . him -
that he had escaped. CREWS made no mention of the manner in
which he had escaped but it appeared to DAILEY that he had.
probably stolen some civilian attire from a:'clothesline, as
he was not in prison garb.  CREWS indicated he had walked a
considerable distance following his escape and had finally
managed to obtaln transportatlon on a bus bound for St. Louis;,

DAILEY and CREWS "sat up all night talking." During
their conversatlon, DAILEY attempted to :the best of his ablllty,
to convince CREWS to give himself up, but was unsuccessful.

CREWS was "scared to death" and appeared to be an extremely
desperate ‘individual. It was evident to DAILEY that, unless _
CREWS was successful in legitimately obtaining sufflcient funds
to continue his flight, he would undoubtedly '"pull some job

in which somebody might get hurt," Therefore, DAILEY gave

him $100. Two or three days thereafter, CREWS was apprehended
and’ returned to the prison,

DAILEY stated he was well aware that his action in
this regard constituted a violation of state harboring statutes, -
but he preferred to consider it as '"insurance" against some
innocent person getting hurt. He freely admitted what he had
dore to members of the St. Louis Police Department.

Following CREWS' return to the prlson, it became
apparent he was suffering from terminal cancer. Due to this
fact, DAILEY has since visited him on several occasions and
has attempted to secure his release\through Jefferson City
.attorney DAVID BRANDON. :

DAILEY stated spe01fica11y he had never visited or
corresponded with CREWS at the prison prior to CREWS' escape -
and return.

'DAILEY stated p051t1ve1y he had never known or aided -
the subject in any way, and had never been in a position to have
‘assisted him in any manner, Neither he nor any member of his
family have owned, controlled, or enjoyed the.use of any rural °

or farm property anywhere, whlch might be used as a hiding place - .~

for an escapee, at any tlme subsequent to subJect s escape. _

//4
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Mr., RAYNES stated he had little formal education
and experiences considerable difficulty in recalling dates,
but he was sure that either in the late 1920's or early .
1930's he was married to the childremn’s mother in Florida .
under the name of JERRY RAYNES or JERRY RAYNS. He stated
that lack of education was responsible for the two spellings-
he had used of his surname. . - f*: o

Mr. RAYNES further advised that approximately four
days prior to the interview some reporter a2nd his companion
had attempted to force their way into his house but that he
had refused to talk w1th them and had ordered them from the
premlses :

Mr. RAYNES reiterated previous statements that
he had no contact with and no knowledge or information-
concerning the subject or his whereabouts following the: subJect S
escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary in 1967. He
was unable to recall any statements or indications from any
of his children that they had any further 1nformation concerning
the subJect in this regard.

Mr. RAYNES was again advised of the provisions
of the Federal Harboring Statute. He promised he would contact
the Federal Bureau of Investigation immediately in the event
he receives any 1nf0rmation concerning the subJect or his
whereabouts. :
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to leave his fingerprints énywhere, He was of the opiniqn ‘
that someone had."gotten to” subject‘following his escape.

Mr. RAYNES then stated that he now recalls that
during the recent visit of his sons JOHN and JERRY, some
statement by his son, JERRY, to the effect that subgect
was in Chicago, Ill1no1s, durlng the summer of 1967 following
his escape. Mr.- RAYNES was unable to recall anything more
specific about the statement and admitted that he might have
misunderstood. He noted that both his sons had been dr1mk1ng
-heav11y at the tlme°

Mr RAYNES stated that subject had lived Wlth h1s
mother while he was in St, Louis and that he knew veryllttle
about subject. He was of the opinion that subjéct would not
kill anyone unless he was under the influence of narcotics,

He does not consider the subject smart enough to plan the KING
.murder alone, .

: Mr. RAYNES stated that he was very fearful of pub1101ty
'and was afraid that Negroes might attack him if his relationship
. to subject becomes publicly known. He stated further that

during a recent visit from his daughter, CAROL PEPPER, she’

had ‘indicated she had been interviewed by the Federal Bureau

of Investigation (FBI) and that they had indicated t6 her the
possibility that subject might have been in St, Louis following
his escape. She has not exhibited to him any. ‘knowledge or
information as to any knowledge on her part as to subJect 'S
whereabouts. _

, Mr. RAYNES again stated he would: 1mmedaate1y contact
the FBI on receipt of any knowledge or 1mformat10n concerning
subject or his whereabouts.

The provisions of the Federal Harboring Statute
were again brought to his attention,

/&0
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‘Mr. RAYNES expressed fear that his daughter, .
CAROL PEPPER, might possibly be ill as she had complained of
‘a toothache during a brief visit with him on the previous
Saturday and he has not heard from her since. During the:
Saturday visit she told him she was nervous because of
the publ1c1ty attending this case. : ‘

Mr. RAYNES stated’ that CAROL PEPPER had never '
at any time . given him any indication- that she  had ever’been
in contact with the subject since his escape from the
Missouri State Penitentiary or -that she has any. knowledge
or 1nformat1on as to his whereabouts ¢ o

T
PR

- Mr. RAYNES stated that he had read some public1ty
to the effect that subject had bad teeth which he did not
believe was true. He recalled that subject had good: teeth
when the family lived in Ewing, Missouri, and Quincy, Illinois,

but admitted, however, that due to his infrequent contacts
with subject since that time the subject’s teeth could have
gone bad without his knowledge° ' .

: :The provisions of the Federal Harboring Statute
were explained to Mr. RAYNES and he indicated- that he would
never entertain even the slightest notion of harboring the
subject because in his estimation if subject is alive he is
probably extremely ill mentally and is urgently in need of
medical help. He stated positively that in the event any
information comes to his attention as to the subject's whereabouts.
ke will immediately not1fy the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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two separate days immediately prior to March 28, 1967. Mr.
ROBINSON stated he knew JERRY RAYNES approximately one year
prior to the above-mentioned transaction while JERRY RAYNES
resided at 1819 Park Avenue upstairs. ¥r. ROBINSON noted
that JERRY RAYNES had a daughter and son-in-law who had two
children, who visited regularly and sort of locked after the
old man. He spoke of a son that was killed and by impli-
cation, indicated that this son had sort of been outside of
the law and the bad one of the famlﬂyo He mentioned another
son, believed to be named JACK, who occasionally" came to
visit the old man and on occas1on stayed for short periods

- of time, however, he cannot recall any time that he _Stayed .
any great length of time. . , E .

, Mr, ROBINSON observed the photograph oﬁ"JAMES'EARL
RAY and stated that it is completely unfamiliar’ t@ him and
he does not recall JERRY RAYNES ever menti@nxng a swn named
JAMES or JIM.

On May 21 1968 CHARLES E, J@INES 1817 Park
venue, advised that he recalls about three: years ‘ago~JERRY
RAYNES purchased property at 1819 Park Avenue and lived there
by himself upstairs., He remained there about tW© years and
sold this property about one year ago. : :

’ Mr. JOINES stated that a daughter and'sbﬂgin-law
frequently visited and sort of took care of the old man and
on occasion a son named JACK visited and %tay@d f@f”éh@rt
perlods of time, » T

" Mr. JOINES observed a ph@t@graph of JAMES EARL
RAY : and stated that it was completely unfamxllar t@ him. ’

SHUN WONG and MUI WONG, 1825 Park Avemu@, adv1sed
that they have operated a laundry at this address since 1952,
They indicated that they did not know any residents“at 1819
Park Avenue, nor do they know any of the other current
neighbors in th1s area.,

The WONGs v1ewed the photograph @f JAMES EARL RAY
and stated 1t was completely unfamllxar to them, '

HOWARD KEYS, 1821 Park Avenu@, stated that he. has
operated a barber shop at this 1@@&%1@@ for less thah one
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the penltentlary or attempt to do so and 1nscfar as’ she knows_
her husband didmot ever visit him at the: penitentiary. She'
advised she has understood from her: husband that the latter
has never seen the subJect in his llfe. , :

‘Mrs. PEPPER has not at any tlme had any contact
e1ther direct or indirect with the subject since his- escape
in 1967 from the Missouri State Penitentiary. She-has no: - '
knowledge of any . person who has had mnformatlon regarding the :
subject's whereabouts and stated she could furmish no such -
information regarding his whereabouts. She, herself cfirst - -
learned that he had escaped from the penltentiary when she_
heard it on the radlo and she knew nothing about any plans
for the escape. ' She stated she has had no indication that’
anyone in her famlly or otherwise has been in any way in .
‘contact with the subJect or had 1nformation regardlng h;s -
' whereabouts since h1s escape. , , T

. ' Inqulry was made of Mrs. PEPPER regardlng whether

'she recalled anythlng about the. ‘receipt of a money . crder

in approximately January, 1967, which was, reportedly in. the
amount of $15.00 and was sent by an inmate 'at ‘the Missoiiri’ R
State Penitentiary: to the ALBERT PEPPER Stationery Company,

712a Shenandoah St LOUIS BRI qaw‘a ¢ o Sefe

o In response to dlrect quest1ons concerning thls
matter, she advised that. ‘she may have recelved a money order
on one occasion but to. the best. of her recollectlon, it was.
for $2 00 or. $3 00 and it may- have been in payment for maga-
zines which her. brother. had requested she mail: to him. It
-was_hex recollectlon that if she received a- money order it
- was. received..earlier than’ January, 1967. She said she never .
at any time ma1led magazines.to h1m and’ doesnot recall what

was reCelved.
may . have been for. as much as $15 00 but she does not recall,_
She also acknowledged that she might have cashed such a money
. order but she cannot speclflcally remember having done so.
~ - In this connectlon, she said herrmemcry is very vague.

In‘respgnse to sollcltlng by 1ntervrewing agents,

‘,Mrs. “PEPPER Stated that she would be entirely willing to notlfy
V.the St LOUlS Offlce of the FBI 1f she should at any time: 1n ‘
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 the future recelve any 1nformation whlch might have bearlng
on locating the subject. - She also stated that she would be
- entirely willing to be" 1nterv1ewed further in the event there
should be any additional. matters on whlch an interv;ew with
her would be desired. U o

Mrs. PEPPER sa1d that her first knowledge of the
subJect s involvement in ‘this matter was when she heard the
news announcement on the radio. and she said she has never
had any information regardlng the .possible involvement- .other
than that which has gpeared in. the news media.. “She said, she
had never known of anything .in her bnother's attitude or © - |
associations which would suggest any motive for his involve-..
ment in the k1111ng of a Negro leader such as MARTIN LUTHER A
KING 4 . T
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