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would have been his money. Mrs. PEPPER sometimes keeps his
money in her checking account or savings account, and she
thinks this may have occurred in this instance. On the othex
hand, she may have given him such a2 check as a loan, but she
is uncertain im her recollection. Sometime before her father
purchased the farm, he sold the property in St. Louils which
he formerly owned at 1819 Park, this property consisting of

a two-story residential buwilding. Mrs, PEYPDPER believes he
received scmething like $2,800 from the sale this property.
She believes that the $1,900 which she may have returned to
him in the form of her check represented part of the proceeds
of the sale of that property which he gave her to keep for
him in her account. In any event Mrs. PEPRPER is certain that
she did not herself pay for any part of the purchase of the
farm by her father, and if she gave him the check for $1 900,
this was a return of his money or a loan.

While Mrs. PEPPER's father resided in St. Louis
before the purchase of the farm at Center, Missocuri, he had
various jobs, such as, service station attendant, and he also
at one time operated a second-hand store where he sold junk.
This buSLness was also located on Park Avenue, but was some-
where east of Twelfth Street, a considerable distance from
1819vpark, Her father did n@t own the property where he con-
ducted this secomnd-hand businéss. '

Until Mr. and Mrs. PEPPER moved to their present
residence in the fall of 1987, Mrs. PEPRPER was always employed
ever since their marriage in December of 1961. During that
period of time, they have practiced thrift and economy and
have always endeavored to save something from their income.
They opened a savings account several years ago at the
Bohemian Savings and Loan Association on South Eighteenth
Street in St. Louls im the same ares where ithey resided. A
few years ago when the Bohemian Savings and Loan Assoclation
was moved .to a remote section of the city, they tramsferred
their savings account to the Manufacturers Bank and Trust
Company, where they have continued to have a joint savings
account. - ALBERT PEPPER has been employed for more than three
years by the Ace Comstruction and Eagineering Company, which
iz affilicated with the New Market Hardware Store. His earnings
in this employment is $3 per hour, and in some weeks he works
overtime on Saturdays. Mrs., PEPPER's last employment was with
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the "Head Start" School Program, and she was employed there

by the Catholic Archdiocese being paid at the rate of $60 per
week. She had this employment for about a year until Mr. and
Mrs. PEPPER moved in the fall of 1967 to their present address.
Her last employment before that was in cleaning work at an
office building at 1015 Locust in St., Louls. Because she and
her husband have always endeavored to be economical and saving
in the handling of their family finances, they were able to
accunulate funds in their savings account. When they con-
tracted in the fall of 1967 to purchase the house where they.
now live for a purchase price of $10,300, they withdrew the
necessary money for the downpayment from their savings accounta

Mrs. PEPPER bas no idea and no knowledge as to wheth@r:
her father may ever have given Mrs. PEPPER's brother, JOHV LARRY
RAY, any funds to hold for her father.

Mrs. PEPPER has,no infommati@n'regarding a trip to

California made by her brother, JOEN LARRY RAY, in the summer
of 1967 and never knew or heard that he made such a trip.

One of the places in St. l.ouis where Mrs. PEPPER
lived with her father prior to her mazrriage was 1727 South
Eleventh Street. She believes her brother BUZZY lived with
them there part of the time, but she is certain that her
brother JIM never lived with them there. Mrs. PEPPER never
had any knowledge of her brother JIM having used the name
O'CONNCR, and she never knew of any bank accounts he may have
had at any bank at any time. In fact, Mrs, PEPPER had so
little contact or knowledge of her brother JIM that she can
now recall having seen him only on possibly a couple of occa-
sions when she was small and shortly after he was discharged
from military service, and she recalls seeing him on one occa-
sion on the street in South St. Louis at some later time after
she moved to St. Louis with her father. Although Mrs. PEPPER
was known as CAROL RYAN as of 1959, she has no knowledge or
recollection of having received any checks from her brother
JIM or from any person under the name JAMES CARL O°CONNOR,
either in 1959 or any other time. She can think of no reason
why she might ever have received any suck checks. Mrs. PEPPER
is certain that she has never had any financial dealings of
any type with her brother JIM in her life.
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- With regard to the matter of a money order directed
from an inmate at the Missouri State Pemitentiary to the Albert
Pepper Stationery Company, 712 Shenandoah, 8t. Louils, Mrs.
"PEPPER has still been unable to remémber anything further
regarding such a matter since she was previously interviewed
regarding this matter. She still does vaguely remember that
someone told her oune time while he was in the penitentiary
that he wanted magazines sent to him, but she cannot remember
having sent magazines to him and cann@t recall that she was
ever reimbursed for doing so. She is certain, however, that
there was never any Albert Pepper Stationery Company at 712
Shenandoah, .

Mrs. PWPPER has no recollection that she has ever
known of a person named Y. P, WEBBE or V. P, WEBBE, and this -
name is not in any way familiar or significant to her
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L1nde11 Boulevard St Louls under Slster ANN CLARICE,
Supervisor of the'ﬂead Start Program" for this Archdiocese.

She was paid- for -her. work by check from the -Archdiocese, - _
although' she understéod that at. least ‘gome:, ‘of ‘the funds for .
the ""Head Start. Program" were furnlshed the Archdiocese by- .

the Human Development Corporation. MrsngEPPER recalled f"“
that she missed: only one'day ‘from work during . the .entire -+
period of her- employment and . that day was due to - the illness o
of  her youngest ch11d f’ﬁa- o T _, ”41; L

' - Mrs.- PEPPER sald her fxrst knowledge of the escape
of her brother, JAMES EARL"RAY, from the: Missouri State '
Penitentiary was when -she : heard or read news reporis,; regarding .
the escape but she ' is unable to recall the' approximate time:
she. heard such reports.. ,However, since" reported identlflcatlon
of RAY as .the alleged assassin of' MARTIN LUTHER KING, Mrs... '
PEPPER has heard or read reports to the effect that h1s )
escape from: the penitentiary was. not offlcially reported or
given publicity for: perhaps several weeks after: the.escape v;“
occurred,; - Mrs, PEPPER; therefore,. assumed that she herself .
would not. have learned of the escape:from. news. reports until
perhaps. several meeks after the escape.

y T
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' On at least one of these occasions when he was talking about
leaving the country, he indicated that: he. thought very highly” "
of the way former German Army officer, I, N, SMITH, was running
the Rhodesian Government., JOHN RAY. stated that this was merely
a pa551ng comment and he did not attach any significance to it
but is mentlonlng it now because he is of the opinion that if
JAMES EARL RAY is allve, he is out" of the country. :

Again, JOHN LARRY RAY reiterated that he has no dlrect
or indirect knowledge. of his brother, . JAMES EARL RAY's present
whereabouts nor has he had any knowledge regardlng this since
hls escape from the Penxtentlary. : _ .

. He said again that his brother was not reported as. an
escapee ‘but rather on the first news report ‘that he recalls ‘
hearing was reported as missing. ' He denied that he ever spoke
to anyone of knowing that JAMES EARL RAY was in Omaha or Los
Angeles, California, other than the reported Callfornia v151t
1n the: newspaper,- o 5 L SR . AT
: : JOHN LARRY RAY adv1sed that: his brothen JERRY RAY,_

‘left St. Louis today to return to Chicago. JOHN LARRY RAY stated
.that he is of the opinion from conversations with JERRY RAY -

that JERRY RAY has no knowledge of JAMES' EARL RAY's whereabouts, - -
He noted that JERRY RAY arrived in St. Louis' last Friday night ’
from Chicago as prevmously advised and while in St. Louis since .
last Frlday v1sxted with Bim and with: ‘CAROL" PEPPER, their- sister.

' JOHN RAY stated thatthqrv151ted JERRY RAYNES at his farm
"in Center, Missouri, together using JERRY's automobile. 'They"

. remained all night on the occasion of the visit to Center, Mlssourl.
During conversations with "the old man" at Center, Missouri, -

he ga1ned the impression that he has no knowledge of JAMES EARL

BAY's whereabouts. since his escape from the M1ssour1 State Penltentiary.
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for the arrest ‘and convxctiom of JIM,. however, did not gain this :
impression from conversations with JIM, merely surmised it = -
because OWENS pleaded gunlty and got. a lighter sentence than

JIM° .

On viewing the Identlflcatlon Order photographs,~.
JOHN RAY stated that the photograph with the crew cut loocks
more like his brother, JIM, to him, h@wevem, he noted. this
is possibly because he d@@s not recall ever seeing JIM w1th
1ong halr, noting that he alwayﬁ W@re a crew cut.

- When questnoned regardlng his smilﬁng reactlon to
each questlon, he stated that his facial reaction is a nervous
reaction, which in the past on questxonnng by the pollce has
caused him trouble. He stated that 1t is merely a nervous .
reaction and he is not eluding to any kn@wledge that he’ v
might be wmthh@ldln , _

- JOHN RAY" qtated Lh&t the name JAMES DAVID DAILEY
1& unknown to him but, when gquestioned regardnng a man knownﬂ
as "J. D, "' he does recall a man who owned a bar at. Twelfth
and wOrrison Street a aumber of years: ago who was known as
"J, D,” This individual later owned the: Half-Way House.
Restaur&nt on Jefferson Avenue, He stat@d that he does not
believe that “J, D." knows him by nx ‘He stated the reason-
he recalls "J, D.” was that on one @@caSLQn, while in the.w |
bar at Twelfth and Morrisem, “J, D,” "sicked” seven men- on B
him and later he caught . "J, D,” al@me znd beat him up because
of this. He stated insofar as he kn@w¢ his brother, JiM, is
unknown to "J, D,", however, he has no way of. knowing whether
or not they are acquainted . 4 . :

Wmth regard to the mwney sent to the'penitemtiary .
in 1963 in the amounts of, $35.00,.$65.00 and $50.00, he does
not recall sending those amounts and again reiterated that he
transferred no meney from anybody to or for JIM RAY while
he was in the penitentiary. He stated that he never sent
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JIM more than $15 00 or $20.00 at any given tlme, and he is of the
opinion that he may have sent some money to JIM under JERRY'S
name, however, it would be. amounts of $15.00 or $20.00 or less,
He p01nted out that he has never given anyone permission to -

- send money to his brother under his name and no one has ever
approached him in that regard. : :

- He stated that about 1963 and possibly part of 1962,
for about four to six months, he resided at his grandmother's
rooming house on Hickory Street and the street which would be
directly behind this was commonly called "Gallie,' however,
it is no longer in existence due to the routing of Interstate
Highway 55, .

: He stated that in 1964 and 1965 he went to Florlda,

where he worked for a very short pericd of time at Flamingo
City, which is about nlnety miles from Miami, believed to be in

the Everglades National Park. Thereafter, believed durlng
the same period of time, he went to New York City, remained a
short time and then went to work for a short period of time
at the Concord Hotel im the Catskill Mountains, just outside
of New ¥York City. Thereafter, he returned to New York City
for a short per&@d of tlme and drew unsmployment.

Sometime thereafter, he returned to the Chicago area.
where he worked in various country clubs and in about GCtober,
1966, he came to St. Louis. For a short period of time he
resxd@d with his sister at 712 Shenand@ah and then for a
eouple of months resided at JOHN GAWRON's residence on South
Eleventh Street. Following this he resided for about three
months at 1822 North Twenty-first Street, He then obtained
a room at 2001 or 2100 Russell for a short period of time and
in about October of 1967 remted an apartment at 1912 California
Street. He kept that apartment for about three or four months.

He stated to the best of his recollection for a
short period of time, about November or December, 1967, he
resided at 2010 Shemandoah and he also recollects from about
August, 1967, or September, 1967, he resided at 2012 Lafayette

15
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and for a short period of tim@ in the early part of 1967 he
also r951ded at 1806 or 1808 Lafayette. i

He stated that in between a11 of the abovemmentipned
residences he would stay sometimes a week or two at a time with
either his sister on Shenandoah or with JOHN GAWRON on South
Eleventh Street and cccasionally stayed a few days at 1819 Park,
where his father, JERRY RAYNES lived at the time.,
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at various cheap hotels 1n the downtown area, exact names
unrecalled, He did say that he failed to find a suitable
business opened and” while on the return .trip to St. Louis

he decided to travel’ to Tlguana, Mex1co - He related that

he had heard of the numerous d1shonest people and thieves’

in Mexico so while traveling through an unnamed town in Wyomlng
he purchased $760 worth of travelers' checks. RAY stated ' *
‘that he then drove to .Tijuana and after his arrival there
stated it was extremely difficult for him to understand the
language, that he did not like the place, and within two _
hours after his arrival departed en route. to St. Lou1s, Mls- o
souri,

RAY stated the entire trip required approxlmately
two weeks . and he: emphatlcally denied any. knowledge of or contact
with his brother, JAMES EARL RAY, dur1ng the trip..or at.any. <
time following JAMES' . escape from the Missouri State Penlten— o
tiary. He stated he never knew that JAMES RAY was in Ca11forn1a,
until the current pub1101ty regarding h1m

RAY added that upon his arrival in St. Louis during»,
the last week of August, 1967, he opened bank accounts at
the Manufacturers Bank and also the Jefferson-Grav01s Bank.
He indicated that both accounts were.opened as.-the .combined
business hours of both banks were suitable to -his. own hours.'
RAY stated that dep051ts to open’ these accounts were made
with the remaining cash he had on hand and the travelers'
checks which he purchased in Wyoming G ey iq‘ll,

RAY was questloned regardlng the flnancial status
of his brother, JAMES RAY, while"he was in, the. Mlssour1 State
Penitentiary. and RAY" stated ‘that he had no. idea as. tolhow
- much money JAMES had, however, he’ reiterated- the prev1ous--
recollection of statements made by JAMES during visits to
the Missouri State Penitentiary that if ;he got out.of, ‘the
penitentiary he would leavé the ¢ountry. ,.JOHN RAY stated..
that he assumed that his brother: would have had sufflclent
money to-do just that. He denied any knowledge of sources .
of .income for -his brother but he again assumed that.if.his ., « .
brother was involved in the sale of amphetamlne or in the.
loan business while in the penitentiary.he would then presumably
have made some money.. RAY denied any knowledge or informa-
tion that anyone outside the penitentiary owed money to his
brother or was hdding money for. him, :

se
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. He polnted out that since this paper has hit the
street he has been dodging newspaper reporters and’ telev151on.
coverage all. day. He noted that he was contacted by JIM . '
BRADY of Channel 2, st. Louis, and tentatively agreed to meet
him.at 1:00 p.m, thls date. for, pictures. of his place of.
business and of him for television purposes, however, said he
set.up this meeting date as only a way of getting rid of.
BRADY. Thereafter, he did not keep this appointment and:
thereafter left his place of business so he could not be
located, .

With regard to mailing postcards to his sister,
SUSAN, in Chicago, he noted thathe. had sent her one from
Windsor, Ontario, Carada, and related the f0110w1ng as
1nc1denta1 t@ thls- S

.-+ . He %tated t%at shortly after his release from prison,
he- was living and working in the Chlcago area and decided to
visit Detroit, Michigan, and New York, New York, .He drove from
LChicago to Detrelt and, while in Detromt - drove across the -
bridge te Canada. En. route across the brldge, he was stopped
-by.what he believed to be a United States Immigration Officer
who told him that he could not remain in Canada more than -
twenty-four hours. Thereafter, he proceeded.to Windsor,
Ontaric, and remalned that night, during which time he mailed
this postcard to his sister, SUSANOA He returned. the next
morning to Detroit, . Then, instead of golng to New York Clty,
ke returned to the Chlcago area,

With regard to the postcard of July 29 1962 at
Washlmgton, D. C., he does not specifically recall malling :
this card, however, has been in Washington, D. C., dates not
speelflcally recalled on more than _one occasion° He

take trips to various places in the United States- w1thout
giving any partlcular thought as to where he was going. He
noted he has visited Florida and all along the east coast up to
and including New Y@rk Clty. :
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With regard to the money that he deposited in his
bank accounts last August, he related the following that
_ immediately preceded those depos1t5°'

He stated that his father, JERRY, ' sold the place at -
1819 Park Avenue and recelved some $2 000, 00 or more in cash from
this sale., Thereafter, JERRY gave this money to CAROL to .
deposit in her bank account, however, a portion, believed to.

be $1,000.00, was to be held by JOHN., He noted this-was no
specific agreement merely that they were together and he

intended to go to Callfornla and try to locate a small business
purchase, He noted that JERRY could have the impression that -
CAROL got all the money to hold, however, recalls that JERRY

was present when he got the $1,000 00.

After the above, he proceeded to take a leisurely -
trip en route to San Francisco and, while in some town 1n
¥yoming he decided that he would change a portion of this"
cash into Travelers Checks, which he did. He then proceeded :
to San Francisco, where he stayed approximately two weeks, °
While in San Francisco, he discovered that in order to get'a
ligquor license you had to buy an existing license and these
business licenses were from $6,000,00 to $30 000 00 each, whlch
he could not afford. '

Thereafter, he drove south to San Diego and remained
approximately one week., On departure from San Diego, he visited
Tijuana, Mexico; for approximately two hours and thereafter
drove back to St Louis., , -

He specifically stated that he does not know anyone

in the area traveled above and he doces not know whether or not hlS o

brother knows anyone in those areas, He again specifically
denied that he made any direct or indirect contact with his
brother or anybody acquainted with his brother during the
above-mentioned trip. He denied remaining in Los Angeles,
stating that he drove straight through Los Angeles, not
remainlng for any perlod of tlme. He denied contacting anyone
in Los Angeles, L : _ . : S
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: He stated he cannot furnlsh the spe01flc dates
that he was in San Francisco, San Diego " or ‘Tijuana, however,
would place it.as the month or five weeks that 1mmed1ate1y
preceded the date he’ opened two bank accounts with the . -~ .
$1,300,00 and $1,350.00 deposits. He stated he opened these
accounts either the day or the day after he returned to St.-
Lou;s. . . Lo

' He noted that both he, his brother JERRY and his .
father bhave at variéus times given CAROL money to deposit in '
her account to hold for them. He stated that whenever he ‘
needed money he would go to CAROL and'get it and has no S
idea who owes who what or whether the money 'is a ‘loan .or the
return of money previously given to CAROL.’ He stated he
assumes CAROL keeps some kind of accounting of this, however,
cannot be positive of this _because it is never mentioned

It is noted that JOHN LARRY RAY, in order to av01d -
newspaper reporters, had left his personal car parked adjacent
to the Grapevime Tavern and proceeded to the place of the
above interview in a black 1965 or 1966 Mustang, bearlng
Missouri License CBl1-627. .

Missouri License CB1=627 is lssued to MARGARET ECKER, o

5660 Morganford, for a 1965 Ford Mustangn
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- DATE-
- April 18,

April 19,

April 26,

April 24,

‘April 28,

- April 25,

May 3, 1968
May 2, 1968

 May 3,

May 6,

‘Cash

PETER HAUPTMANN

COMPANY

LOHR DISTRIBUTING
COMPANY

Cash

MANHATTAN DISTRIBUTING
COMPANY .

Cash '

'PETER HAUPTMANN
© COMPANY :

" Cash

DETER HAUPTMANN
COMPANY .

MILLER and SCHEER

REALTY & INSURANCE

' COMPANY }
FALSTAFF BREWING COMPANY

_ AMOUNT
~ $100,00

'$ 92,92

300,00

36,09

300,00

121.27
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- - - ENDORSEMENTS

. Cashed at Bank, April

19, 1968

Endorsed by payee and
McKesson & Robbins, Inc.,
to Boatmen's National - -
Bank, -St. Louis- - . oo

" Endorsed by payee to bank

identified as Southern .
Commercial and Savings .
Bank, -St. Louis .

Cashed at Bank, April 26
1968

Endorsed by payee to
Mercantile Trust Company,
St Louis . :

ICashed at: bank April 29;~

1968
Endorsed by payee to
Boatmen -] National Bank
St, Lou1s

Cashed at bank, May 3, 19’5.

_Endorsed by payee to

Boatmen's National Bank:
St Louis

" Endorsed by pajee to Tower

Grove Bank, St. Louis

" Endorsed by payee td

Boatmen's National Bank,
'St. Louis. Check dlso bears
handwritten notationS.e..s.
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DATE - - e PAYEE

May 6, 1968 continued.cceccow

May 10, 1968 . _ Cash
April 3Q9‘1968’ : -'cARoL-PEPPER

ot/
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ENDORSEMENTS

...."1982 Arsenal” and
"Randazzo_lGG” o

Ve e ey et - e

$300.00 Cashed at bank, May 10,

o . 1968 coorn ,ﬂ
”320000‘4 'f-‘End@rsed by payee and

check also bears stamped ‘ )
endorsement *“for’ deposit |
only - E, L, R,
Investments, 3638 011ve
- 8t., St. Louis 8, Mo."
The check - also. bears 8-
bank stamp impression of
the Mercantile Commerce
Bank ; St. Louis, Missouri. |
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These bank records may be produced on 1ssuance of
Coa subpoena duces tecum, which should be directed to Mr. A, G,
- ARB, Vlce-Pres1dent Jefferson - Grav01s Bank St. Louis, R
- M1ssour1. . _
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not reealled, that JOHN has not had any contact with JIM for
a number of years, .

When the news was on . television 1dent1fying the
assassin of MARTIN LUTHER KING as JAMES EARL RAY, she immedi~-
ately telephonically . contacted JOHN and asked JOHN if that
was his brother, JIM; that:-he had previously spoken of. She
described his answer as saylng, "No, I don't know nothlng
about it*" and hung up. - .

‘ Later on in a personal confrontatlon, JOHN said that
was his brother but he has not seen him in a long time. She
asked him why he had’ prev1@us1y stated it was not him, He,. - |
indicated to her that his reason was that he wanted no know~ o
ledge of this conneetlon around the Grape Vine Tavern for do
bisiness reasons and further far- personal reasons wanted no:
part of it 1nasmuch as he had not seen h1s brother in a very
long t1me. R . . T _ oL

- Ew .

REGAZZI described JOHN RAY as a man“of low 1nte11ect,
however, slightly more intelligent than JERRY,who is close-
mouthed and has no close ties with any@ne, specifically not
hmvnng any cl@se famlly tles. o : L 4

She stated it was her opinlon that JOHN is not close _
with anyone because of: ‘his personality complexes caused by,
family problems when hé was a child. and his’ ¢lirrent speech
impediment., She stated that she does not believe that JOHN.

lied to her about not hav1ng any. knowledge of JIM because JOHNl.a

'is completely aware of hér- background notlng that she is the
ex-wife of BOB REGAZZI, St. Louis burglar and stick-up man
and also associa ted with notorious St. Louis stick-up men . .
and burglars, IKE UNDERWOOD JAMES STANLEY ‘MARVIN DALE BERRY
and others of SImllar 11k =

. NAOMI REGAZZI advxsed that 1f she developed .any
knowledge regarding the subject or any information or- ind1-
cation that JOHN RAY had any knowledge of the sub;ect, she
would 1mmed1ately notify. the FBI. : R :

- REGAZZI stated that she termlnated her employment _
for multlple reasons; one of them being health, however, the -
real prime reason belng that she felt that if the news leaks -

. out of JOHN's relationship to the sub;ect and the fact that
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he operates the Grape Vine Tavern, that the Négro element who
reside in this integrated neighborhood m1ght take reprisals by
using v101ence around the tavern,‘ - :

She stated that  JOHN had also mentioned to her that
the FBI had been around talking to him and he’could not under-
stand why because he had ‘not seen his: brother in a long time, .
He ‘was 'not specific about the time element however, led her
to believe that it had been a number of years just by his
method of saying it. .

REGAZZIX stated that there 1s ‘no prostltutlon around
the Grape Vine Tavern, however, a certain caliber of illiterate
hoosier girls hang out there and on occasion are promiscuous
with the customers at the tavern,,however, not for pay.
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Vii, MISCELLANEQUS .
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