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II. . ALLEGED APPEARANCES IN ST, LOUIS, .
. . MISSOURI, SUBSEQUENT TO MISSOURI
| STATE PENITENTIARY ESCAPE, .
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OWENS learned that RAY was an excellent shot and .
that RAY sometimes went to secluded spots for target shooting.
OWENS once went with RAY somewhere im Illinois for target
shooting, at which time RAY had with him two .38 caliber
pistels. . OWENS shot with RAY on this occasion and observed
that RAY was extremely expert and could shoot at a cam |
and keep it bouncing by firing at it and hitting it repeatedly
befcre it stopped rolling, , .

In association with RAY in 1959 OWENS learned that'
RAY was a moderate drinker, who did not drimnk beer and whose
favorite drink appeared to be Bourbon highballs. OWENS knows of
no particular tavern where RAY frequented but observed that
BAY usually drank at taverms in the vicinity of Sarah and
Olive Street in St. Louis, which was in the vicimity of the
Hission where OWENS u%&ally saw RAY when the latter came by
the Mission. ‘ :

OWENS observed that RAY had no employment during
this time but was obvicusly a professional thief who
apparently pulled mainly robberies and @cc&sx@Lal?y some
burglaries. :

OWENS characterizes RAY as a "pistol man.” RAY
was definitely a "loner,”

In cnnversations, OWENS learmed from RAY that RAY
had served a Federal sentence following a theft of money orders
with another map and it appeared from comments made by RAY
that he mistrusted other people and would not go omn JObS with
ancther persen. .

A RAY impressed OWENS as navnng sympathy for c@mm@n
people and for the working man and RAY expressed a phil@saphyﬂ
that he would omly hit places of businesses such as would
probably be covered by insurance,
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On two or three occasions RAY came to the Mission
with an older man, about sixty years of age, whose first name
. was JACK and whose surname was something like GOAN (phonetic).
OWENS learned that this man JACK was on parole out of Menard
and was considered by RAY as an old friend. OWENS cut this
old man'’s hair omce or twice at the Mission. He gained the
impression that this old man, JACK, was an old professional
burglar and that he was "kinky" (still pulling burglaries)
even then, OWENS has no definite information as to whether
RAY and JACK ever went on any jobs together but observed
that thasy were obviously very frlendly,

Durlng this period in 1959 RAY always appeared to
have money and to be "well-heeled,” although he never worked.
it was obviocus to OWENS that RAY was obtaining his money from
robberies and burglaries, RAY was thrifty and appeared to save his
money. On one occasion, at RAY's request, OWENS drove RAY to
& bank in St, Louls located on South Broadway near the Anhsuser-
Busch Brewery and RAY told OWENS om this occasion that he |
ngd an account at that bank. OWENS waited in the car outside
while RAY went in the bank and RAY then returned to the car
and showed OWENS $1,000.00 worth of Travelérs Checks, which
OWENS understood had been purchased by RAY im the bank,
CWENS did not positively know whether RAY had taken cash into
the bank to purchase thest Travelers Checks or had withdrawn
the necessary funds for the purchase from the account which
RAY said he had in the same bank, RAY told OWENS that he had
purchased these Travelers Checks for the purpose of taking
a trip to Canada. : ‘

It was about a month later when OWENS next saw RAY,
2t which time RAY said he had been to Camada., RAY did not at
any time explain to OWENS why he had gomne to Canada. This
was characteristic of RAY, however, who was always extremely
¢losed-mouth and did not gemerally explain his activities to
ANFORE ,

With regard to the possibility. of any other money that
RAY might have had in a bank, OWENS has some vague recollection
in the back of his mind that RAY might have at some time
mentioned baving money in a bank other than the one referred to

1%
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above, but OWENS can recall no specific information in this
regard.,

OWENS can recall only one additional associate or
acquaintance of RAY during the 1959 period and that person was
"BLACKIE" DE CORE, who was from Chicago and who was a gambler
and former professional prize fighter. DE CORE was then about
forty years of age and was omn a life parole out of Menard and was
staying at the St. Louis Rescue Mission at the time. DE CORE
did not appear to be nearly as close or as friendly with RAY
as did "BLACKIE'" AUSTIN and the old man mamed JACK.

RAY did not gamble and did rot fool with narcotics
or "junk” of any kind., He seemed to have the attitude regarding
women that they were something to use and forget. Actually
he appeared to prefer a girl who was a "bum” and was not known

to have had any girlfriend as such or any continuing associatlon
with any girl or woman, :

On the one or two occasions when OWENS was at the
rooming house on Hickory Street operated by RAY's mother and
grandmother, OWENS also learned that RAY had a young kid
brother named “BUZZY," who resided with the mother and grandmother,
OWENS has never known or heard specifically of any other
relatives of RAY.

RAY always appeared absolutely to have no dislike
for Hegroes, On the contrary, he always seemed to take a
man for what he was, regardless of color., In OWENS'o plnlon,
if RAY killed MARTIN LUTHER KING, as alleged, he did not do”
s0 out of any kind of racial hatred and such an act in OWENS'
oplnlon would have had to be for money,

'During the period of their association in 1959 RAY
used various names, always with the first name JIM. The only
three surnames which OWENS can recall as having been used by
RAY were the names Q'CONNOR, RYAN and RAY, When OWENS imitially
became acquainted with RAY at the St. Loums ‘Rescue Mission

v
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RAY was using the name JIM O'CONNOR The name ERIC STARVQ GALT
is completely unknown to OWENS and he has no idea where RAY
might have obtained or thought of such a name.,

Regarding the robbery of the Kroger Store in St. -
Louis by OWENS and RAY in 1959, OWENS furnished the follow1ng
information:

C@ntrary to what OWENS regards as RAY's usual
characteristic of carefully planning anything he did, the
robbery of the Kroger Store was a stupid job which occurred
"zt the tail-end of a drunk." Although RAY did not normally
drink to excess at all, RAY and OWENS on this occasion had
been drunk and were still under the effects of that when
the robbery was pulled, and it was merely an effort to get
additional money to continue their drinkimg. RAY informed
OWENS that somebody had spotted this supermarket which should
be good for several thousand dollars. RAY had already cased
it, RAY had with him the same two .38 caliber guns which
OWENS and RAY had previously used in target shooting amd RAY
furnished one of these guns to OWENS for this rcbbery.

RAY had steolen an old Ford automobile which was
their first get-away car and they then switched to OWENS' automobile,
at which time some witness apparently obtained the license number
on OWENS' car. OWENS and RAY, immediately following the robbery,
went to & roomimg house on Park Avenue near Mississippi Avenue
in St. Louis where RAY then had a room. They went to RAY's
room and z few minutes later, when OWENS came out to his car,
he found the car surrounded with police who arrested OWEN»e

The police then went into the house and arrested RAY
alsco Neither RAY nor OWENS were ever released on bond follon
ing their arrest. OWENS entered a plea of guilty to the robbery
charge and received a Sentence of seven years. RAY, however,
1nsmbted on going to trlal and was sentenced to twenty years,
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OWENS, after his plea of guilty, preceded RAY to
the Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, and had already
been there several months when RAY arrxved to serve the
twenty-year sentence.

OWENS was released from the Missouri State Penltentnary /
in 1963 upon completion of his sentence and was immediately :
thereafter returned to the Illineis State Penitentiary at
Menard as a Parole Violator on the robbery conviction, OWENS
owed twenty-three months on that parole vioclation, He completed
all of that term and received his outright release in May,

1965, from Memaxd,

OWENS thereafter returned to St, Louis and was
briefly employed as a Fuller Brush Salesman im St. Louls,
following which he was employed from October, 1965, to Febiruary,
1966, as a2 maintenance man at Washington University im St.
Louis. In February, 1966, OWENS went to Califormia, where he
resided with his mother and brother and he was employed there
with White Heat Company, 2508 Randolph Street, Huntington Park,
Caiifornia, for about ten months as-a ma&ntemance man. He -
wag then employed by the W W. Henry Conn&my, Beckett Street,
Huntington Park, California, until he returned to St. Louls,
Missourld, in December, 1966, :

Upon his return to St. Louls in Decemb@r, 1966, OWENS
took & vacation for about a month and, was in Las Vegas and
Arizona during that time. - He was thereafter enployed - by the
Lindell Plaza Hotel, St. Louls, as a maintenance man, Thereafter,
he was employed as. the chief engineer at the Liggett and Meyers
Tobacee Company in St. Louls until he began his present
enployment, about five weeks ago, as an automobile salesman with
the Arnold Chevrolet Company, Crystal City, Missouri.

OWENS has resided at his presemt address in Jefferson
County, Missouri, since July 23, 1967.. His last previous address
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was the Missouri Apartments, Delmar Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri;
across the street from St., Luke's Hospital, where he lived for
about five months until he moved to his present address.

_ While in the Missouri State Penitentiary, OWENS and
RAY were never assigned in the same residence hall, nor were
they assigned in the same working area at any time. OWENS
worked the entire time in the plumbing shop in the Pemitentiary.
RAY worked in the prisan cleaning shop and in the bakery during
the time OWENS was in the Penitentiary. However, OWEKNS did
see RAY from time totime outside om the Penltentlary yard amd
ogccasionally talked to RAY there,

There has never bheen any animosity of any kind“between
OWENS and RAY and the latter has never indicated any resentment
or any cause of resentment toward OWENS in connection with the
Kroger Store robbery or for any other reason. RAY has always
appeared to be entirely friendly toward OWENS and has mever
indicated in any way that he felt OWENS did anything wrong in
connection with the robbery or at the time of their mrrest in
S8t., Louis,

While im the Missouril State Pepltentlary, OWEN% became
aware that RAY was apparemntly dealing in pills, such as-
Benzedrine and amphetamine, which RAY was in some manner ob-=
taining outside the Penitentiary and was selling to immates
in the Penitentiary. OWENS occcasionally saw exchange of
money to RAY from other immates. OWENS never kmnew the manner
in which these pills were being conveyed to RAY in the
penitentiary but was aware that this type of practice was being
carried on by other prisoners in addition to RAY and that
there were variocus zeans wherein such items could be birought
into the penitentiary. It has been OWENS' general understanding
for example that sometimes guards have been used to bring in
such items, as well as relatives of the inmates on the occasions
of their visits, or such items have bheen brought in by
prisoners who work on the Honor Farm and who are not carefully
gezrched when returned inside the walls.
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OWENS did not acquire any knowledge as to how much
money RAY made in this practice but would estimate that he
might earn as much as $500.00 or $1,000,00 in the course
of a year or two. OWENS does not know how RAY may have gotten
his money outside the pemnitentiary but again is aware that
there are various means by which inmates have been able to
accomplish this,

OWENS also became aware while im the penitentiary
that RAY was apparently engaged in making small loans to
inmates. Although RAY himself did not ever comment to QWENS
concerning this business, OWENS at one time had a cellmate
who OWENS understood had borrowed momney from RAY. OWENS
understood that it was the general practice for immates such
as RAY who made loans to receive repayment at the rate of
$3,00 for $2.00, OWENS does mot believe on the basis of his
general knowledge and information that RAY might have accumulated
an amount such as several thousand dollars as a re@ult of his
handling pills and loans in the penitemtiary.

OWENS was still an inmate in the pemnitentiary om the
occasion when RAY, while working im the cleaning plant, attempted
to escape by putting twe old ladders om the wall behind the
cleaning plant. According to what OWENS heard immediately after
this attempted escape, the ladders broke with RAY, as a result
of which be was anured knocked out and discovered by the
prison guards, .

Subsequent to OWENS release from the penitentiary, he
heard of the incident im which RAY allegedly hid out for a few
days inside the penitentiary. OWENS recalls that on one
cccasion, while im the penitentiary, RAY mentioned te him that
he was too young to remain im the pemitentiary and serve his
entire sentence and RAY spoke. in general terms of the -
possibility that he might some day attempt to escape. RAY
referred to no specific plans in this regard, howevex.

During OWENS association with RAY, he learmed from RAY
that prlor to OWENS beconming acquainted with RAY in 1959 RAY had

A3
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made several trips, apparently at least a dozen trips, to
Mexico. RAY spoke of having been in various places and

the only specific places OWENS cam recall which were mentioned
by RAY were Mexico.City, Veracruz, Acapulco. and Nogales. RAY.
did not at any time discuss with OWENQ the details of his
trips to Mexico, although RAY did mention in at least one instance
that he had gone to Mexico to "cool off."” RAY did not discuss
with OWENS the details of his activities in Mexico or who he
knew there, but did briefly mentiomn on one occasion that one-
time when he was in Mexico City he had become involved in am
altercation with a man in an alley, who came at RAY with a
knife, at which time RAY struck the mar in the head with a
pistol and thereafter had to leave Mexico City.

OWENS is of the belief that RAY could not speak
Spanish, despite his trips to Mexico. In that regard, OWENS
s2id he knows a few words of Spanish but RAY did not know any
Spanish. ’

OWENS believes that on the basis of RAY's havxng made
tripg to HMexico in the past, RAY might have conceivably gone
to Mexico after his escape in 1967. OWENS has also been aware
from RAY that the latter was a military policeman in Germany
while in military service and OWENS would assume that RAY'
might, therefore, also go to Germany.

OWENS characterizes RAY as very smart, a thinker and
not a talker. RAY plans every angle before he makes a move.
OWENS feels that upomn RAYV'sS having escaped from the pemnitentiary
and even before the incident involving the killing of MARTIN
LUTHER KING, RAY would mnot be eXpacted to be in contact with
relatives @r previous acqualmtamceg at any time after the
escape.

OWENS felt, however, inm the event RAY had an outside
contact who was assisting him imn his illicit traffic within
the penitemntiary and who might owe either money or a favor to
RAY in connegtion with this business, RAY might guite logically
gontact this party after his escape.

24
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With regard to the old man named JACK, who was:
frlendly with RAY in 1959, as prev1ous1y referred to, OWENS
has never Seen or heard of that man.again since 1959 with
the exception that OWENS did hear somewhere afterward that JACK
had gome back to Menard as a Parole Violator. ,

OWENS has had checking accounts at the followlng
banks in St. Louis, since his release from the 1111n01s L
. State Penitentiary at Menard in May, 1965: -

The Jefferson-Grav01s Bank, where OWENS opened

& checking account in 1965, which was closed '
in about February, 1966 when OWENS went to
Callfornla, . '

The Manchester Bank, where QWENS opened an
account in January, 1967, and where there.
is still a balance in the account of about
- $3.00 or $4 00, the account having been :
"~ inactive in recent months. .

Slnce OCtober, 1967, OWENS has had a checking account atf}ff;'

‘the American Bank, DeSoto, Mlssourl, ‘where. he currently has an
agccount. . . y

Except for the above, OWENS has had ne banklng busnness,
including accounts of any kind, 1oans or safe deposit. boxes,
at any other bank in St. Louis 51nce hlS release from Menard in
1965. : L

Since OWENS' release from the ‘Missouri State Penltentlary
at Jefferson City, Missouri, he has had nd contact of any kind,
. either direct or, indirect, with RAY and they have never had. any
correspondence. OWENS has-also had no contact whatsoever' with
any of RAY's relatives, since OWENS was released from the
Missouri State Penitentiary. The last contact OWENS has- had
with anyone known to him to be an- associate or acquaintance of .
- RAY, was "BLHNy” AUSTIN, who was in the. Illin01s State Penltentlary

; ‘géf“‘_ E
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at Menard, wh1le OWENS was there 1963 to 1965.' "BLACKIE" AUSTIN
was still at Menard when OWENS was released there,

Since about February, 1966 OWENS 'has not. on any
occasion been inside the Jefferson-Grav01s Bank, nor has he.
been on foot outside that bank on any occasion during that
period., At the very most, .he may have passed by the bank in
an automeblle ‘on one or two occasions, -

While OWENS was at the Missouri State Penitentlary,.
he became acquainted with JAMES. WALLACE, who was an inmate .
there, He did not know JAMES WALLACE at all until he became
acqguainted with him in the. penltentlary. OWENS deflnltely
was not raised with WALLACE. _ o

In 1965, during whmch time OWENS had. a check;ng
account at the Jefferson Gravois Bank in St., Louis, he recalls
an occasion when he parked hiscar on the bank parklng lot
to go to the bank. As he started in the dor of the’ bank for
the purpose of making a despeit to his account, he saw JAMES
WALLACE, who was standing on the street corner outside the
bank, w1th a2 girl. As OWENS was going into the bank, WALLACE
stated to the effect, "Are you taking some out or putting
some in?" OWENS replied to the effect, "I'm puttlng some in."
They had no further conversation., - . :

OWENS was definitely ‘alone on this occasnoh.' OWENS
never on any other occasion saw or knew the girl who was with
WALLACE and he paid very little attention to her,; as a result
of which he cannot describe her, except he had impression that -
she was a white girl, who was rather heavy-~set and "was no '
raving beauty.” OWENS is certain that this encounter at the
Jefferson~-Gravois Bank occurred in the summer time, because
he recalls that the girl was not wearing a coat and thati both
he and WALLACE were wearlng short-sleeve shirts and warm :
weather clothlngo, ' _ y

_ The checking account of OWENS at the Jefferson—Grav01s
Bank, as previously referred to, was a joint checking account
held by OWENS and hlS ‘mother and was in the names of JAMES and
IDA OWENS,

S a6
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OWENS denled that he was.. ever in the company ‘of. JAMES
EARL RAY at the Jefferson-Gravo1s Bankfo"the occasion referred to.
above or:on any other occa51ons, since ' EN's release from the
Penltentlary. EVEN o
N He repeatedly reiterated his denial that he has seen -
RAY or had any kind of contact with him or any knowledge of hlS g
whereabouts 51nce RAY escaped from the"penltentiary in 1965.

: OWENS cannot recall ever’ hav;ngrknown anyone by the
'name of "COOLEY," eitheér -in. the Missouri State Penitentiary™
or élsewhere and that name has ‘no mean;ng or signiflcance to
OWENS. :

OWENS, - without hesxtat1on, stated he would be entlrely
w1111ng to notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation if he
' should at any time receive any information which might be

of assistance in locatlng -JAMES EARL RAY and stated he wouid
certannly do so., . -
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The following is the FBI Identification Record as
of May 15, 1968, pertaining to JAMES LOAMA OWENS, also known
as JAMES LAOMA OWENS, JAMES LOMA OWENS, JAMES LONA OWENS,
FBI #1 397 707:
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Mrs. WALLACE and her husband opened a joint checking account
at the Jefferson-Gravois Bank, and this occurred at about the
end of July, 1967, or the first of August, 1967. This account
is in the name of JAMES D, and BETTY J, WALLACE. Mrs., WALLACE
also opened a savings account on August 11, 1968, at the
Jefferson-Gravois Bank in the name of herself and her mother,
Mrs., DOROTHY STEPHENS.

It is Mrs. WALLACE's best recollection that she and-
her husband went together to the Jefferson-Gravois Bank in
late July, 1967, to cash the Government bonds which had been
herfather's. She believes her husband also went to the bank
with her at the time they opened the joint checking account.
It is possible, according to her recollection, that her hus-
band may also have accompanied her to the bank on one or two
other occasions during that same period of time in the summer
of 1967. Mrs., WALLACE recalls no occasion during this period
of time in the summer of 1967 when she and her husband drove
to the bank by automobile, but instead they walked to the bank
on each occasion from their residence on South Jefferson, which
was in proximity to the bank, ’

Upon searching her memory at this time, Mrs. WALLACE
belisves that she does recall a specific instance when her
husband accompanied her to the bank dvuring the pericd referred
to in the summer of 1967. She recalls that they weant to the
bank on this occasion at approximately 6:00 p.m. or between
6:00 p.m., and 7:30 p.m. It was still daylight on this occasion,
and she feels certain that it would have been on a Friday since
the bank closes at 2:00 p.m. on other days of the week, but
is open on Fridays until 7:30 p.m. Mrs. WALLACE recalls that
on this occasion it was very warm summer weather, there had
been a2 summer rain earlier that day and the weather was cloudy
and grey. She vaguely recalls that as she and her husband
walked out of this bank on this occasion; her husband waved
to somecne ocutside the bank. Mrs. WALLACE glanced very briefly
at the person at whom her husband waved, and she believes the
person was a white male, but since she glanced at him very
guickly, she does not recall his appearance otherwise and is
unable to describe him further in any respect. She does not
recall that there was any conversation at all between her hus-
band and the man on this occasion. After her husband had
vaved at the man, Mrs., WALLACE inguired of her husband as teo

- 3l
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who he was, and her husband replied to the effect that it was
a "fellow from the joint", which Mrs. WALLACE took to mean
"that he was someone her husband had known. in the penitentiary.

Specific inquiry was made of Mrs. WALLACE as to
whether she could recall any occasion when she was at the
Jefferson-Gravois Bank with her husband, at which time her
husband saw possibly two men at or near the bank to whomhe
remarked that he was glad he got his money out before they
got in; and whether she remembered that one of the men may
have “eplled to the effect that "they were putting in". Mrs.
WALLACE said she could not recall having witnessed any such
conversation. She commented ‘however, that her husband is
given to making such joking remarks and such a conversation
would not surprise her, although she could recall no such
conversation speclflcally. s

Photographs of JAMES LOAMA OWENS and JAMES EARL RAY

were exhibited to Mrs. WALLACE. She stated that OWENS is com~
pletely unknown to her, but that the photographs of RAY looked
vaguely familiar to her, although she could not at this time
‘relate the photographs to any particular person she had ever.
seen in the past. She: commented specifically that she could
not relate the photograplis of either RAY or OWENS to the man
she saw at the Jefferson~Gravois Bank and to whom her husband
.waved on the occasion referred to above. Although the photo-
graphs of RAY looked vaguely familiar -to her, she has no idea
where she might have seen such a person, except that over a
period of years, including the year 1959, Mrs. WALLACE has
frequently attended religious services at a Salvation Army -
establishment located near the address on Hickory Street
where the RAY family once resided according to what Mrs.
WALLACE has read in the newspapers. Mrs. WALLACE believes

it remotely possible she might have seen JAMES EARL RAY in
that area in 1959, although she dces not specifically recall
such an occurrence, With regard to her vague recognition of
photographs of RAY, Mrs. WALLACE originally had that reaction
to photographs of him when she saw pictures of RAY in the
newspapers and on television at the time he was first
identified in this 1nvest1gat10n.

Mrs. WALLACE and her husband now have five children,
the youngest of whom is an infant. Over a period of several

37
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" HCK: paw - AT  JEFFERSON-GRAVOIS -BANK, ST. Lovxs, '
T MISSOURI, IN SUMMER 1967, e

.~ Mr. A, G. ARB V1ce Pre51dent Jefferson-Grav01s-

Bank of--St. Louis, 2604 South Jefferson Avenue, St. lLouis, -

' telephone PR 1-8833, on May 16, 1968, made available for
examination records of this bank dlsc1051ng sales of travelers
chiecks in the period from January 1, 1967 through August 30,

1967, It is noted that this bank sells travelers checks of
American Express Company, First National City Bank of New York,
and Bank of America. These records, consisting of duplicate
copies of the application for travelers checks 51gned by the
purchaser, did not -disclose the sale of any travelers check to
JAMES EARL RAY in his name or that of any of his known aliases,
nor did the records disclose any sale ¢of travelers checks to JAMES
OWENS, an associate of RAY. No travelers checks sales were .
d1sclosed to JOHN RAY or CAROL PEPPER, JAMES EARL RAY s brother
and 51ster, respectlvely.-

Mrs., MARGARET HOLMES teller Jefferson—Grav01s Bank,
who handles the sale of" travelers checks at the bank, was unable .
to idéentify photographs of JAMES EARL RAY exhibited to her
May 16, 1968, by SA.HOWARD C. KENNEDY as be1ng 1dentlca1 with
anyone she has -ever seen at the bank.
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was killed at the age of 15: in ‘a’'car wreck in 1962 in Atlanta.
VELANTI was married to SHIRLEY ‘HOLSTEIN in Cleveland, Ohio,

in 1948 and they were divorced ‘around 1950. He stated this
son never res1ded with his present wife BETTYE,

‘ VELANTI emphatically denied being questioned

while in Jail ‘at Kansas City or at the MSP concerning

any gangster in the Kansas City" area.- He was questioned

by Detective HATFIELD Kansas City Police Department .in
regard to the. offense for wnich he- was convicted in- Kansas
"City. This was on a charge of"- armed robbery of ‘one JOHN

RINGO who at ‘that time operated the" ‘Drake Hotel in Kansas City.
VELANTI stated -he was not guilty.of this robbery; hOWever,‘
he teook a "bum rap" in the matter rather than divulge his’
actual whereabouts and the person or .persons with whom hé"was
associated at’ the time the robbery was committed.. The other )
violation, according to VELANTI, was .in the State of Kansas
and he Would probably have received more time than the 20
years he got in Missouri. He alsé’ was of the opinion at the
time that he could beat the rap 1n Missouri. Y

VELANTI refused to discuss his actual Whereabouts
at the time of the Drake Hotel" robbery, the v1olation in
which he was’ 1nvolved or the person ‘or persons with whom he
‘was associated in this matter. 'He stated any 1nvest1gation
in this matter ‘could possibly Jeopardize his present’ parole
status even though the Statute of L1mitations has run on that

. crime, . ,

VELANTI denied any’ knowledge of the connection N
between New: Orleans gangsters and- gangsters in Kansas ‘City.
He.stated he”has no relatives residing in Baton Rouge, Lou1s1ana,
or Atlanta, Georgiao. ' :

VELANTI admitted having con51dered attempting to
',-escape from the MSP but never, planned such an escape with
T any accomplice. .He denied ever hav1ng heard of a prisoner's
plan to escape. to Liberia or. hav1ng a rlace he could hide out
in a cave in Virginia°

) - Subsequent ‘to the assassination of Pres1dent JOHN F
KENNEDY , VELANTI admits fighting_with a feilow prisoner outside

Sy e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176





