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SILENCERS

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Various typos of silencing devices have long been used 
with varying degrees of success on nearly all types of small arms. ■ The Maxim patent 
silencer (illustrated below) was widely used before silencers were declared illegal in the 
U S. under the National and Federal Firearms Acts. It was supposed in principal to im­
part a spin to the exiting muzzle gas, thus preventing the muzzle blast and resultant noise. 
Other cpmmon types attempted to bleed off the gas after it was captured in chambers at the 
muzzle, usually with complicated arrangements of flutter valves or other devices. Per­
haps the most common and indeed the most efficient design is patterned after the automobile 
muffler, in which the,gas is captured in a chamber at the muzzle, and .escapes slowly from 
the chamber through the same holes it entered, or through exit holes positioned at opposite 
sides. _

LEGAL NOTE: Due to the effective use of silenced firearms by poachers and assassins, 
many countries have stringent legal control of any typo of firearm silencing device. Indeed, 
in the United States they fall under the purview of Title 22, Foreign Relations, Chapter 1, 
Department of State-Regulation 108. 42Inwviscd Sub-chapter M, Section 121.01, Category 1, 
Paragraph (c) in that they are Listed as an implement of war requiring a special license for 
importation. They also come under the purview of Part 179 of Title 25, Code of Fedora* 
Regulations (National Firearms Act) in that they are defined as a firearm requiring a 
special $200 tax stamp plus federal registration upon manufacture or change of ownership. 
Application for the tax stamps and registration is obtained from the Alcohol and Tobacco 
Tax Unit, Internal Revenue Service, U. S. Treasury Department. Should one make such :> 
silencing device without proper exemption (available to Police and other authorized agencies) 
he is liable to the tax, plus the interest and penalties thereon, -in addition to possible 
criminal liability for penalties under Section 5861, I. R. C.

MECHANICAL THEORY: The noise on cartridges which travel slower than sound comes 
from the blast of hot expanding gas bursting from the muzzle, or around the breech in a • 
revolver. /A device which effectively captui’cs this blast of gas and releases it slowly enough 
will therefore silence the firearm, at least in theory. There are exceptions'to this, however, 
which must be noted. The more obvious ai'c open—bl'ccched weapons such as a revolver or 
revolving rifle, which allow a blast to escape around the cylinder. Indeed, even unlocked 
breech weapons such as sub-mac hang guns allow a flash to escape from the ejection port.
The British Sten and the American M-3 were both fitted with rudimentary silencers which 
proved effective for special missions in spite of this minor defect, however.

The second notable exception becomes apparent when one considers that not all 
cartridges can be silenced, as projectiles which leave the muzzle faster* than the speed of 
t^nd (about 1140 f.p. s.) create a n^s3 of their own as they travel through the air, and the 
partial vacuum they leave behind creates noise when the air rushes back in. Therefore, we 
will hereafter consider only those cartridges v?hich can be obtained factory loaded to velo­
cities below the speed of sound (many other cartridges may also be hand-loaded to suitable 
velocities,' but since the possibilities arc inn unlcrablc they will hot be dealt with here). The 
most common cartridges in the silenccablc category are: .22CBCap, .22 Short, . 25 A .32 
Auto, .32 S&W, .32S&W Long, . 32 Short Colt, . 32 Long Colt, . 32-20 Winchester, 
. 38 S&W , . 38 S&W Special, . 38 Short Colt, . 38 Long Colt, . 38 ACP, . 380 Auto, 9MM 
Luger (Parahelium), . 38-40 Winchester, .41 Short, .41 Long Colt, .44 Special & Russiap, 
. 44-40 Winchester, .45 ACP, .45 Long Colt, .455 Webley (Eley) Revolver, .455 Webley 
(Eley) Automatic; plus a wide selection of shotgun cartridges loaded with solid balls.

_ Although the above-mentioned Maxim silencers attempted to stop the noise by not,
only capturing but also breaking up and giving spin to them, the most effective silencers 
have been,the captive type, whether of the complicated "blecd-cff" valve-release or rhe 
simple "automobile muffler" type. The most effective cartridge selection is obviously one 
with the .heaviest possible projectile traveling at the lower velocity, such as the .45 ACP.

-w
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SILENCERS..........  ' _2

-•z or . '15 Long Colt. The favorites of professional poachers are single-shot rifles firing .43 
or . 45 rifle cartridges loaded to low velocities. The rifle has the additional advantage that 
Rs longer barrel tends to minimize the muzzle blast, as most of the powder is completely 
burned before it reaches the muzzle.

It is also obvious that since the purpose of the silencer is to capture the gas and 
release it slowly, the smaller caliber arms will need only a smaller chamber in which to 
contain this captured gas than does a larger cartridge with its resultant larger, volume of " '
CbC. ping gas. The .22 ''scratch” pistols used a silencer which was approximately one inch 
in diameter and eight inches long. The British Sten was fitted with a silencer which encircled 
tlu- barrel and was about 2 1/2" to 3" in diameter. A . 45 ACP weapon should have a chamber 
about 3" in diameter and at least 4”.long in order to be effective and safe. It must be re­
membered that these escaping gases are under strong pressure, and the silencer must be 
very sturdily designed and constructed in order to withstand the working pressures involved. 
Certain modern designs have incorporated an out~ chamber which is constructed of heavy 
rubber, which expands to contain the volume of gas at the instant of firing, but which is 
compact and not liable to burst and throw dangerous shrapnel. An old trick of country crow 
hunters is to put a baby-bottle nipple on the end of his .22, which is good for several rounds 
before it becomes too ragged to be effective. ■

As the length of the barrel is important due to the fact that a longer barrel allows the 
powder to bo completely burned before the blast reaches the muzzle, it is readily seen that 
the faster-burning pistol powders (such as Hercules Bullseye) are more practical, since 
they accomplish the same thing in a shorter, more comnact barrel.

’ BLEED-OFF” DESIGNS: The "bleed-off” systems will be mentioned only in passing, as 
they arc less practical, less safe and much more complicated in design than the more popular 
'■.automobile muffler" types. These must by their nature be built to much closer tolerances 
and constructed to withstand greater pressures than other types. This is largely due to the 
Tact that they divert the gas pressure first to the pressure chamber through small chock 
valves, then from the chamber through other small values into the atmosphere, or in some 
designs merely through small exit ports. In these designs, the chamber is usually not 
filled with any type of acoustical packing. As those are more complicated to design and 
build, they arc favored by neither designers nor gunsmiths. A schematic dingram is shown 
below to illustrate the principal of operation — it is not intended as a blueprint fdr jack­
knife gunsmiths who would break the law and jeopardize their safety with a soldered booby­
trap. ■

AUTOMOBILE MUFFLER" DESIGNS: The effectiveness of this design depends on a pressure 
chamber of sufficient size and strength to capture Jhc expanding gases from the burning gun­
powder and allow a drop in pressure before the projectile leaves the muzzle of the gun 
Therefore, these arc usually fitted to the muzzle, although in the case of certain designs 
Fncy telescope the barrel and the gas entry ports are just forward of th6 chamber (as in some 
designs built for the Sten and US M-3; the design for the Sten even allowed the pressure to 
drop to a point where the projectile left the muzzle at'less than the speed of sound). The 
part of the barrel which is covered by the pressure chamber is slotted or perforated to 
'<d >w the gases r> enter freely. This chamber is usually packed with some type of acoustical 
deadening material (such as coa rec upon glass, steel wool, bronze wool, etc.). This design, 
nhinugh very simple, serves a two-fold purpose in that the gases arc baffled as they enter 
and exit the chamber, and the high pressure which causes the objectionable muzzle blast 
tic-lowered before the projectile leaves the barrel. For these nnd other reasons, this 
Resign has proved to be the most pr.iei ic.nl and s.ui isRictory in use. It is well to note ncrc 
that nliii "i;;h those, silencing devices seem very simple in design, they must be built to 
with- i.iud trcinondoiis pressures in use, and their construction should not be undertaken by .

KHjiinlifirvi .u- unskilled prisons merely because they have access tn the necessary tools 
•'» 1 l() K-hin.-iy nnd a low regard for the laws involved.
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ILENCER

i-'iir the sake of simplicity the below representative plan is-of a silencer attached to a . 4;>AC 1 
caliber M-3 "Greasegun" sub-machinegun. This weapon is ideal in that it has a handily pro- 
l aiding barrel, solid construction and a good cartridge. To be truly effective, the pressure 
chamber must have a volume in excess of 25 cubic inches (the smaller it is, the more sturd­
ily it must be constructed, as the pressure will be greater). This is accomplished in a 
chamber 3" in diameter and about 4" long, but these proportions-may be altered to conform 
to the particular weapon, as long as the volume remains the same or larger. For the sake 
of safety, a silencer of the captive type should be wrapped with heavy canvas or glass cloth 
•n case of a rupture, and for insulation, as nearly all silencing devices grow quite hot under 
sustained fire. Also, great care must be taken that the inside of the silencers align perfectly 
with the bore before a round is ever fired, and for this reason it is wise to have this inner 
wall larger than the bore and projectile size. • ’ ;

As it is usually impractical within the limits of existing regulations for the individual to 
construct silencing attachments, a very practical and inexpensive device may be constructed 
from a small crate about two feet square, from which is suspended cloth strips held with 
chicken wire on the inside in a circular lining which acts as an acoustical deadening device 
but docs not actually attach to the weapon; this being very practical for indoor ranges when 
placed around the muzzle of the arm, or suspended from the ceiling for pistol shooting. As 
this sort of arrangement is more of a muzzle-blast muffler and is away from the muzzle by 
a foot or so on all sides, it has the advantage of not interfering with and sights.

Additional information on silencers may be obtained from: "Pistols, Rifles and Machine 
Guns", Maj. W. G. B. Allen, English Universities Press; "The World's Submachine Guns", 
Thomas Nelson, International Small Arms Publichers, Cologne; and the "Gun Digest" 1964 
18th Edition;

1/2" to 3" bell, 
reducer

3" nipple, 4" or 5" long
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SILENCERS.... - 3

RESUME: Thus far we have learned that the silenced firearm is preferably of large bore 
and low velocity, closed-breech design (such as an automatic pistol or rifle); it has the 
longest possible barrel; the cartridge is best if as heavy as possible, and loaded to velo­
cities less than 1140 f. p. s.; a fast-burning powder is preferable in order to lessen the 
length of barrel necessary for complete burning. The following schematic diagrams, illus­
trate the principles involved in the various silencers, and show how effective silencers are 
built by authorized, competent gunsmiths: . '

"BLEED-OFF" SILENCER, SCHEMATIC

Projectile

"AUTOMOBILE MUFFLER" SILENCER 
' (SIDE VIEW).' ’
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ft
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----------------  — —.j,
Acoustical packing
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Git'rnaev ?()'M0

SPAIN. B*l>»r.c I4n (Merv 
CUT edre Vilma to l-f oterlo 
h<>!l<lat bv Einx R.i()9

WIMBLEDON. H^iuhv Hu. lull i 
Fied couple. WJM 38^1.
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'/Tolson 
eLoacfn

Mohr _
I Bisho

1968"“ • -Mr. Callahan
: Conrad _ 

Mr. Felt
. Gale
. Rose 

Mr. Sullivan . 
Mr. Tavel

At Ray’s hearing in Mr. Trott«41 
London today, case remanded until Tele. Rooml

MR. TOLSON

July 2, at which 
believed hearing

June 27

RE: MURKIN

time it is Miss Holme's
will be completedUss Gandy

George Bonebrake ------------------
testified as fingerprint expert. No cross 
examination. Was questioned in detail as 
private American citizen. Individual under 
these circumstances must testify and answer 
questions or be held in contempt. Bonebrake 
questioned in detail relative to general 
knowledge of King's activities with Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference and his 
activities on behalf of negroes back as hr 
as 1961. Detailed memo being submitted.

Assistant Attorney General Vinson 
called Department and stated Bonebrake made 
excellent witness on behalf of U. S. Govern­
ment .

Ray took stand and in response to 
question of counsel denied killing King.

JRM:hmm

C. D. DeLoach
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OTT 0 5 1115AM JL

DEFERRED 7-3-68

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)

VIA TELETYPE
JUL 31968

ENCIPHER

Mr. Tolson_____
Mr. DeLoach-----
Mr. Mohr____ __
Mr. Bishop_____
Mr. Casper___—
Mr. Callahan___
Mr. Conrad........
Mr. Felt_______
Mr. Gale_______
Mr. Rosen______
Mr. Sullivan___
Mr. Tavel______
Mr. Trotter____
Tele. Room_____
Miss Holmes____
Miss Gandy____

FROM LEG AT , OTTAWA (44-4) IP

MUR KIN/- COST DATA

REBUTEL JULY TWO LAST
5)

UACB, FIGURES COMPILED OTTAWA WILL INCLUDE ONLY THOSE OF

BUREAU PERSONNEL AND NOT, REPEAT NOT, RCMP.

END .

HWL

FBI WASH DC
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Department of ' ate TELEGRAM

limited: official use 395

PAGE 01 LONDON 10573

81
ACTION L 03

INFO PPT 02#EUR !5jSCA

NSC 10JJUS 02#SSO
Wiai»<SB>A»oGiPa<i»»a9><9a»nB>o

P 032015Z JUL 68
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4623:

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LONDON 10573

SUBJs EXTRADITION JAMES EARLEY . .

REFt WATSON-FISHER TELCONS JULY 3

1® ARTHUR J® HANES TELEPHONED EMBASSY JULY 3 FROM BIRMINGHAM# 
ALABAMA STATING HE WAS ATTORNEY FOR JAMES: EARLi RAY AND HAD BEEN 
DENIED PERMISSION TO SEE: RAYL W PRISONS DURING EOURYDAY VISIT TO . 
LONDON LAST MONTH# HANES STATED HE: WAS: PREPARED TO* COME! TO LONDON 
again to try AND. SEE RAY in PRISON: and: REQUESTED*. EMBASSY TO
ASCERTAIN WHETHER PERMISSION FOR' SUCH: A VISIT WOULD: BE GRANTED 
HOME OFFICE a .

BY'

2# HOME OFFICE; UNDERSEC IN: CHARGE OF PRISON DEPT INFORMED 
EMBASSY PERMISSION FOR HANES TO- SEE RAY AS ORDINARY*
VISITOR HAD BEEN- GRANTED LAST' MONTH FOLLOWING: RgQUgST BY RAY# 
BUT WHEN; DECISION WAS TAKEN: HANES COULD NOT BE: LOCATED. (HE HAD 
APPARENTLY RETURNED Tq U.S* I • UNDERSEC#. AFTER;SPEAKING: WITH- 
HOME: SECRETARY# STATED.PERMISSION FOR VISIT WAS STILC VALID 
BUT SPECIFIED THAT VISIT WOULD: BE UNDER^N 

: ordinary visitors# namely# guard* would
HEARING AND GLASS PANEL BETWEEN* HANES; A .
NOT TAKE PLACE: UNDER SPECIAL: CONDITIONS ALLOWED LEi3Amg^O«:
SINCE* HANES IS NOT RAY’S LEGAL! ADVISOR! HERE# f .... ‘

„ " 5 1968
3® HANES WAS INFORMED. BY COLLECT CALL EVENING Of^J^Y 3:
THAT VISIT WOULD* BE PERM ITT ED BUT ONLY . UNDER: COND I T I O#S--—— 
DESCRIBED ABOVE# HE STATED HE APPRECIATED EMBASSY’S’ EFFORTS 
AND THAT HE HAD BEEN PLANNING TO* FLY TO LONDON* MORNING OF

JULY 4 BUT WOULD NOW GIVE THE MATTER FURTHER THOUGHT^ BRUCE 
O? JUL 161968 LIMITED! OFFICIAL USE ^^’-
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FBI

Mia noon’
Jul 3 3k PH ’I Jul ic y^m?
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' FD*i6'(Rev. *5-22-64)

I

F B I

Date: 7/3/68

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr.

MMsr______
Biship_____

Callahan.
Conrad. _

Mr. Fdt

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code) 1

Vm AIRTEL
(P riority)

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Gale. ;
Rosen______ :
Sullivan___ ,
Tavel______
Trotter____

Tele. Room__  
MiTsTElmei;

TO:

FR

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) (PERSONAL ATTENTION: AS ^^2^Z

MEGAT, LONDON (88-72) (P)
DIRECTOR RO

Re my cables June 29 and July 1, 1968, pertaining to
bank robbery at Fulham on 6/4/68. Also 
possible situations in which JAMES EARL

referring to two other 
RAY is a suspect.

Enclosed herein are two copies of a Metropolitan Police />
Report dated 6/29/68. This is a preliminary report and the 
contents pertain to the Fulham bank robbery. Also enclosed are 
two copies each of pages from the "Police Gazette", one dated 
7/3/67 which pertains to attempted robbery of the National Pro­
vincial Bank and the other dated 7/6/68 pertaining to a robbery 
of a bank in Devon and Cornwall, Plymouth. These are the other 
two situations in which RAY is considered to be a suspect.

I hope to obtain photographic copies of the note used 
in the Fulham bank robbery on or about 7/5/68 and I will forward 
them.

If desired, the Bureau may furnish the Department of
Justice copies of the enclosed 
siderations as set forth in my

documents under the same con-

Also enclosed are two 
Judgment of Mr. F. MILTON, the
Street Court

copies of an extract of the 
presiding Magistrate at Bow 
are furnished for information

Mr. Vinson has a
on 7/2/68. These

and need not be furnished- the^ Departmen t as 
copy of it. I A > :i ■ r,

■a

V*

M Per
A,, - Special Agent in Charge

3 - Bureau
1 - Liaiso
1 - London 
JTM:vw 
(5)

Approved:
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
A A

F B I

Date: 5/16/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: ^DALLAS (44-2649) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

00 - MEMPHIS

Re Jackson teletype dated 4/24/68, St. Louis airtel 
dated 4/30/68 and Oklahoma City airtel dated 5/8/68.

Encbsed for Memphis are 15 copies of investigative 
insert reflecting investigation conducted at Fort Worth, Texas

RE: SUSPECT - ROBERT G. BOSHERS

The files of the Federal Records Center, Fort Worth, 
Texas, were reviewed regarding ROBERT G. BOSHERS, Inmate / 
File #Y-26381-SW, Federal Reformatory, El Reno, Oklahoma. 'Th^ 
file shows BOSHERS was sentenced on 1/2/59 in the Eastern / 
District of Missouri, St. Louis, Missouri, to serve an in- | 
determinate period under the Youth Corrections Act following 
conviction for mail theft, forging and uttering a U. S. Check 
Probation was revoked and he was committed to the Federal 
Reformatory, El Reno, Oklahoma, on 7/13/59; parohd 4/1/61; 
parole violator’s warrant executed 10/5/63, and subsequently 
returned to Federal Reformatory, El Reno, on 10/24/63, and re­
leased 12/12/63 at the expiration of his sentence.

BOSHERS’ file fails to reflect any information of 
any sentence in the State of Michigan nor doesn't show any 
record of him ever being wanted in that state. *

25 MAY 18 1968 '^F- Bureau
2 - Memphis (Enc. 15)
1 - St. Louis (44-775)(Info)
2 - Dallas
Wsgl-------- ---------------------------
(8)

GA Sent
alt in Charge

M Per

1 ’
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(8)
!*BH\8?I
3 “ D®TJ3«
I - 3f ponis (^-A19MIMO>
3 - ^Giubpra (edc* jo) 4
S’ - BGiesn

1.

LGC&Lq OX pTIM GAGL pGJDg MSDfSq ID pp9p Bf9{6’ g ^£ 
SOK aGUfGBCG TH fpG gfSfG OJ KTCpjSsD DOI. gOG?'^ ep(MI^Dl

BOBHEBB* III6 ISIP ro 1.61 jecf soi rD^oWgproif o^

jGsasq jS\JS\e3 ®£ fP® Gxbnafiou ox pre aGupeocgi - 1
MpiLneq po Beqeiaj j;g^omspoU‘ ej egdo* od T0\W\e3‘ ^uq J.G- v 
bsi»ojG ATOjspoi(8 /A3LL3DP GXGcnpGq T0\9\e3* 3Dq anpgGdnsBfjA i
BGiowpoiA1 EI B6«o‘ oi'Tspowy' on A\J3\?9! bswpq <\I\ei> 
oiopafjou MSg LGAOftGq HUq PG MSB GOWBTffGq po PPG teqGX.31 
COCATCPIOD JOI. WSTJ fP6y‘ lOLiiTUS yuq nppGlTDg 3 fl* 3* CPGGp* 
qGpGLWTDSfG bGLTOq HDqGI. £p© AOHpp COLLGGfTODg yG£ pOJIOMTDa 
pTgfLTCf OX fllggOflLT1 ££ * pOnTS1 ^188001.1 ‘ PO 3GLAG 3D TD- '

PH® apo/AS B03HEB2 ^38 aGGfGDCGq ou T\3\29 T° TP® EsapGW 
EIJ® ”A‘Se38I-3M' EGqGtsi BGiowapoU1 EI B«uo ‘ OKJspows* JPG 
XGXse‘ MIG LGATSMGq wSgiqiug BOBEB1 G* BO8HEB81 I™»|6

j,p© xijee oi fp© £ eq ©i. s j H©GOX.q* cGOfci' t<>M AOifp‘ >

TJJgGXp LeiJGC{|Dg TDAGSflS3£TOD COBqnCfGq 3£ EO££ j*° W ^ 16X38*
EDcpeGq xoi. nsMbpra sr© jp cobles ox rnAGgn^fiAG

qsreq ^\30\68 suq oWPOiira ci^ 3XLf©j qs^Gq 2X8X68’
I?© iscpsoD XGjGxXbG qq^eq f\3<\e8“ gr pn^g sjlxgt

00 - ?EMI2

SfiBlECX: OKIM

ebok: aVc1 ovrrvs (^-se^XD

10: DIBECIOH* EBi (^-38801) -

V IBAEr

8X16X68
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MR. MOSS LEE INNES, 
c/o UNITED STATES EMBASSY, 
100 WELLINGTON STREET, 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO.

FL-3G 
REV. 1-5-68

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION BRANCH
R.C.M. POLICE HEADQUARTERS
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i

^RCMP
* ^C6880

RE:
OBJET:

ROYAL CANADIZ MOUNTED POLICE - GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANADA
. C237

‘ . REV. 1-4-66
OTHER FILE REFERENCES; 
REF. AUTRES DOSSIERS:

DIVISION
n qu

DATE

17 Jun 68
RCMP FILE REFERENCES:’
REF. DOSSIERS GRC:

68 HQ 791-60 
68-O-79O-2O7 
68 L 79O-M+ 
68-700-11

SUB-DIVISION-SOUS-D1VISION

Load on
DETACHMENT- DETACHEMENT

Wertin Luther KING
Murder of: - Ass't. to F.H.I.

h

13 June 68

1 With, reference
Windsor Detachment dealing 
that at approximately 9*30

to reports submitted in this regard from 
with Mr. & Mrs. M. QiLffAL, please be advised 
P.M. this date Mr. Q’T^AL contacted this

office advising that he had been contacted, by telephone, by a reporter 
from the Toronto Dally Star. He had not talked to this reporter but 
wished to see a member of this office regarding this the next day.

X’. At approximately 10:15 P/M Mrs. ■ UTil'AL called stating she
had received a threatening call from Detroit. At the same time Cst, R. 
Tunnah, telephone Orderly, received a call from a person who identified 
himself as Agent BEA8LKT (Phon.) F.B.I., Washington and who enquired 
if-Agent HATE17 (Phon.) was at our office. Cst. Tunnah advised this 
caller there was no Agent nAl® at the office nor had not been all 
evening. When Cst. Tunnah requested this caller to further identify 
himself he hung urm

1 .‘ Cst. J. Madden and myself visited the QUINTALS at approxi­
mately IbOO'P.M., at which time Mr. QUINTAL advised they had received 
^hrer (1) telephone, calls, during the course of the evening, in relation 
to +he Martin L. KING assassination. The first from a person who / ) 
identified himself as a reporter, no name, from & Toronto daily paper., ; 
which QUINTAL believed was the Daily Star. This person only requested 
wh®t DUUTTAJ, knew about GAIT and whenQtLQAL stated he did'not want / 
to talk about it the caller hung un.

rTP next call was f rom a ne’son who identified himself as 
/gent i/VW (Phon.) of the F.B.T. and who wanted to know what QUINTAL 
know about GALT, /quintal advised +'hH caller that he did not want to 

■Lai k but asked for his telephone number so that ho could call him back, 
'■’'he cellar pave + he following ;imw pr‘ MX3-7100, During thi s conversation 

i a rem-id man, apparently on ar1 ''Mens/m, who sounded like a Negro, and 
j who identified, himself as FOBS, A~ (Phon.) cut in and demanded that

t. nr

etroit. A 
vised, that 
he number

Informa4 ' 
e us the 
t1 . Thi 
his call.

ira

3

{ <" i p'[P

rd :

a wanted
3tlbn ov

sec o nd m a a d em a nd ed 
hone as we can’t

a
on

hort

rhe
nasi
I.

to believe t 
d the F.B.l. 

called him.
Detroit and 

; was told
number in Uashingt'/n

he received another c«ll from The 
If as Agent HAMEF. Quintal hung

/full^thm^ mad 4 tJlif 24? 1968
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'RCMP-GRC68B1 CONTINUATION - SUITE DE C237
' ' z REV. I -4-66

RE: * PAGE
OBJET. 

Martin Luther c

I Cont. from Page 1.

i ALTHOUGH THERM vAS DIRECT THREAT MADE M MRS.
। ’/HO, were unset over these telephone calls. They were advised 

at this time that should these calls continue they could have their 
t.pi pEnono disconnected. I suggested to thorn that we arrange with the

* nhhsor City Police to give them coverage by a^ded patrols in the
I vicinif”' of their home however Hr. QUINTAL declined.

| 7. I contacted Thomas EuLY, Acting Agent in Charge, E.i-.I.,
f Detroit and was advised they have no Agents by the names given by
J the rURPALS or trie person who telephoned this office. He confirmed
| that the number given to the UUIHTALS was that of their Washington
| office however is public knowledge.

| Agents William Hart and Dave Lattin, ILL.I. Detroit,
| visited this office on the 1^ June 68 at which time they were given
| the names as noted above and the circumstances under which they were
1 obtained. They were unable to suggest who might have been responsible
1 for these calls.

| The telephone calls rec'ived by the ^I'LPALS were either
loc:H. calls or direct dial calls and therefore cannot be traced. 
The above is being reported in the event it should relate to.any 
information on hand .

5

rI

I
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1N3 EDITION 
G5A GEN. MG. NO. 27

5010-104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Tolson _ 
DeLoach

TO Mr. De Loach DATE: June 27, 1968

FROM A. Rosen ^z

SUBJECT ( Burkin

1
1
1
1
1

- Mr.
- Mr.
- Mr.
- Mr.
- Mr.

DeLoach 7^W^' *
nosen — 
Sullivan 
T ave 
Trot

Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _

HolmesRosen 
Malley 
McGowan 
Martindale

• "^ t 1 G an dy ------------------

1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Trotter

Legat John Minnich telephoned from London and advised the 
hearing was conducted tod ay from 10:35 am untfLl:00 pm, then recessed for 
lunch and continued from 2:15 to 4:45 pm, it being noted it does not 
ordinarily extend beyond 4:00 pm. Minnich advised Ray was remanded 
on both of the extraditable charges - the killing of King in Memphis and 
the escape charge from Missouri State Prison to July 2, 1968. It is to 
be noted he was previously remanded on the two English charges - 
possession of firearms and for entering England with a false passport, 
to July 8, 1968.

The Magistrate inquired of Ray’s counsel, as well as counsel 
for the States of Tennessee and Missouri, as to whether they could complete 
their case in one more day of testimony and both indicated this was possible.

Minnich advised Fingerprint Examiner George J. Bonebrake
testified today-and there was no cross examination by defense counsel of 
Bone brake relating to his fingerprint testimony. He was questioned, 
however, in considerable detail by the defense as a private American 
citizen (not as,a-fingerprint expert). Minnich advised this procedure is 
allowable^nder British law and that an individual must answer the questions 
asked, having rid', choice whatsoever, or be held in contempt of court. He 
was questioned concerning Dr. Martin Luther King, as to his knowledge 
of King as head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and 
whether he considered King to be a political figure. Bonebrake answered 
these questions by stating that he had no personal firsthand knowledge, 
that his knowledge was based solely on information in newspapers, which
was within the realm of knowledge available to neral American public.

At 2:15 pm, after the noon was again
questioned and required to answer as indicated above. He was questioned 
relative to the Freedom Ride in 1961 (this was a bus caravan from
Washington, D. C., to New Orleans for the purpose of testing integration 
at places of public accommodation and transportation facilities), the 
demonstrations against Dr. King, black-power groups, the 1963 march on
Washington, the 1965 Voting Act, the marchfromAki^MIeat^mery,

I JRM:1®- (8)
SEE NOTE ON REVERSE SIDE

CONTINUED - OVER
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Memo to Mr DeLoach fro m A. Rosen 
Re: MURKIN

Alabama (in March of 1965) and whether Dr. King had been assaulted. 
Bonebrake answered these questions with the qualification that he had 
no direct personal knowledge of these events. He was questioned as to whether 
Dr. King was in Memphis at the time of his death to help with the 
sanitation workers strike. Before Bonebrake could answer, the Hearing 
Magistrate stated: ”He had as much knowledge as Bonebrake on the 
American situation and that he felt judicial notice could be taken concern­
ing the questions being asked. ” At this point counsel for the States of 
Tennessee'and Missouri, for the record, stated that Bonebrake’s answers 
were not in any way associated with any official U. S. position. At this 
point Bonebrake was discharged as a witness.

During the morning testimony, Chief Superintendent Thomas 
Butler of New Scotland Yard, in part, testified that while Ray was at 
Cannon Row Police Station, Ray stated, ”1 feel so trapped” and ”Oh God”; 
also, that he collapsed on the cell seat. During the p. m. testimony the 
Magistrate cautioned Ray as to his rights. Ray commented that he wanted 
to make a statement concerning Butler’s testimony as he thought it was 
false. Ray’s counsel stated to the court that the differences concerning 
Ray’s feelings and Butler’s testimony were immaterial to the extradition 
hearing. Ray still wanted to tell his story and a ten-minute recess was 
held.

Thereafter Ray’s counsel stated for Ray that Ray disagreed with 
a large portion of the evidence presented by Butler and he wanted it so 
stated in the record that he did not make the quotes attributable to him by 
Butler nor did he coUapse in his cell. He wanted it made known that he 
made no statement to any police officer and that he had refused to sign 
his fingerprint card; also, that he was not making application for recall 
of witness Butler to the stand.

. not
Ray then took the stand and while/under oath or affirmation, 

which under British law precludes cross examination of the witness, in 
answer to questions from his counsel admitted his arrest at the London 
Airport on June 8, 1968, and under questioning stated he did not personally 
know Dr. King, had never met him, had no grudge against him, and in 
response to the specific question ”Did you kill Dr. Martin Luther King, ” 
replied ”no. ” Minnich advised that these are the highlights of the hearing 
and that more detailed information will be submitted.

- 2 - CONTINUED - OVER
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Memo to Mr. DeLoach from A. Rosen 
Re: MURKIN

Mr. Nathaniel E. Kossack, first assistant to Assistant 
Attorney General Fred Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, telephoned 
the Bureau stating that Mr. Vinson had called him, Kossack, shortly 
before 1:00 p. m. tod ay, and requested Kossack to advise the Bureau 
that Mr. Bonebrake did an outst anding job on the stand. Mr. Vinson 
characterized his performance as a credit to the FBI and to the U. S. 
Government He said Bonebrake did so well that the defense did not 
even try to cross examine him. Mr. Vinson told Kossack that under 
English rules, the defense counsel was permitted great latitude.
Mr. Vinson repeated and reiterated that Bonebrake did an outstanding 
job, both on direct examination and in handling defense counsels 
desperate attempts to insert political motives into the trial.

ACTION: This is for information and you will be promptly advised of 
further pertinent developments.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.Jae enclosed letter, from SUKacCT, alleging knowledge of information
threatening lives of the Kennedy faally, 
received via open mail by Embassy Warsaw

j.£■&!£,□. lhc -;^ii i^sy ^&s

onJune 18, 1968.

a^ U& Srfvi&gt Baa^ Re^i-iffy

■JICIAL USB-ifg.

the ^ti^folt S^^i^'^ ^la»^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AM
:s D.KO

O
SEVUT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 4-572 (Rev. 7-18-63)
* OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106

MAY 1962 EDITION 
OSA GEN. KEG. NO. 27

z UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

4 Memorandum
TO : The Director DATE:

FROM : N. P. Callahan

SUBJECT: The Congressional Record

^M aSSi-OI# M«r Byri, #| West Virginia, ^r»rt 
Mt « Am 1| 1W, I aM M; remris Uitt* ^Mi «o«®e»i^ 
X £^r Msaw and tie ill far M «#wt at >Mt Kari. My# Um mm . 
»gerted nt kiui^. Hartl® MM King* At Mt Uwe* 1 #atod ? ‘Seiiinn \ 
i^^iai# who da am sa»w tit tow dwtar # Mr* Maw ami M \ 
mocMw, laww MWly mtM thir MW that Ray wwi war h 
^t»W, M^FW Mt lbw III <M a# mUr mat to at# Kay. M# 
B6W, ttoMtoi^l^WUttaMWCMiMto Ms 
M^t Ma M^M to#w to a «rti» MiM to th Bmto M 
to hw 10* IMS. Ma ala® We ansae swat Mtory and hwv# wwMi 
aieut i# f Mi Bi tarM Mr. WCMWs eeaBa to th M<

O
rig

in
al

 fil
ed

 in
:

NOT RECORD
167 JUL 11 196§

In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for f ■ , / V was reviewed and pertinent items were
marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed

’ / ip a’ppropriat^Hfeau case or subject matter files.
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Co D» De Loach to. Mr. Tolson 
Re: Interview with the AG 5/24/68

• . .A"” The AG stated that he had read in one paper that a body had g '
been found in Pennsylvania and there was speculation that this might be the a . 
body of James Earl Ray. I told him I was not familiar with this piece of 3 v 
news, that I would check it immediately, and that a communication would r 
be sent to him accordingly. He asked me the status of the investigation on 3 
Ray. I told him there was nothing new over and above what we had sent to § 

. him in writing. »

b (3) The General Investigative Division should ascertain the 
information surrounding the finding of a body in Pennsylvania and advise 
the AG, in writing, whether or not this incident had any connection with the 

A case involving James Earl Ray.

141 JUN 12 1968

31 JUL 10 1968
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT *-

optional form NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA F^MR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
Director, FBI (44-38861)
ATTN; Cryptanalysis & Translation Section

L^gat, Bern (88-21) (P)

' MURKIN

DATE: 6/26/68

ReBucab 6/8/68 and WFO LHM 5/15/68.

Stops in 
have been removed.

gj Enclosed
of the ‘Senega Police in

Austria, Liechtenstein and Switzerland

for the Bureau is one copy of report 
French dated 6/15/68 at Geneva.

Bureau is requested to have this report trans­
lated’ verbatim, to retain the original and to send copies of 
the translation to WFO and to Legat, Bern.

(4)- Bureau (1 encl)
(1 -
(1 - 

1 - Bern 
HDG:rn

WFO)(info) 
Liaison)

h/! /

^ ?3 Ms

NOT R

1W' Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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REPUBLIQUE 

ET CANTON DE GENEVE

POST TENEBBAS LVT

DEPARTEMENT DE JUSTICE ET POLICE Z

Geneve, le 15 juin 1968. '

CORPS DE POLICE
Rapport de Insp. Thomkins.

SO RETE

Objet de I’enquete :

Piece n° 20 724

DIVISION FEDERALE DE 
POLICE, Berne, 
ref. B 12220 HPW.

demande enquSte sur 
presence eventuelle 
a Geneve de :

James Earl RAY.

*********

ia Monsieur le chef de la Police de surete. 
rohzeRjMo'lung |

E 1 9. JUWI 1968 |
_ . „UPar courrier du 13 juin 1968, la DIVISION

FEDERALE DE POLICE, & Berne, nous transmettait une 

requite du F.B.I. du 4.6.68. On nous demandait

1'identification d'un americain remarqu^ au Restaurant 

LANDOLT un samedi soir de fin avril 1968, celui-ci 

r^pondant au signalement de 1’assassin pr£sum£ du 

Dr. Martin Luther KING, le nomm^ :

RAY James Earl, alias Eric Starvo GALT, 
W.C. HERRON, 
Harvey LOWMYER, 
James Me BRIDE, 
James O'CONNER ou O'CONNOR, 
James WALTON, 
James WALYON, 
James WILLARD, 
"Jim".

Tout d’abord, je tiens a faire remarquer 

que, selon la presse, James Earl RAY a et^ arr§t^ 

a Londres le samedi 8 juin 1968, sous 1'alias 

suivant :

- Ramon George SNEYD ou SNEYDA.

La demande du F.B.I. pr^cisait que le 

bureau de Washington avait regu le 14.5.68, un appel 

t^lephonique anonyme d'un homme se disant journalists. 

Ce dernier venait d'avoir eu une conversation avec

des personnes desirant ^galement garden l'anonymat. 

Celles-ci croyaient avoir vu au Restaurant LANDOLT, 

^ Geneve, un samedi soir de fin avril 1968, un ameri­

cain correspondant au signalement de James Earl RAY.

Elles avaient donn^ les rense

06. 158.

SERIALIZED.........-

.sun B6C
WM. ATTACH# ■ ^ai

I
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SERVICE DE LA SORET^ Feuille N°

L’inconnu ytait entry an restaurant 

avec un homme et une femme d'environ 40 ans, aux 

cheveux blonds, teints ; les deux accompagnants 

paraissaient suisses. L'Americain etait bien habiliy 

et avait un accent du Midwest ; son language ytait 

grossier et vulgaire. Il semblait desireux d'obtenir 

les services d’une prostituee. La blonde d4ja men- 

tionnye lui proposa un travesti, mais il repondit 

qu’il voulait une femme. L’Americain commanda des 

mets chers et exotiques que le personnel dll aller 

chercher a 1'exty.rieur. Le personnel etait tres 

pryvenant mais ne semblait pas connaftre l'Americain. 

L’inconnue blonde devait connaitre le maitre d'hStel 

car elle 1'embrassa au moment de quitter le restaurant, 

avec ses deux compagnons.

L'enqu&te menye aupr&s de M. Francis 

LONGCHAMP, tenancier de la Brasserie LANDOLT, 2 rue 

de Candolle, prks de 1’University, n’a pas ameny 

confirmation des faits mentionnes ci-dessus. A noter 

que la clientele est tr^s cosmopolite, que les Am6ri- 

cains sont nombreux mais, que le restaurant n’a pas 

fait venir de 1'exterieur des mets exotiques. Quant 

au vieux maitre d’hfitel, qui connait bien son person­

nel et sa clientele, il n’a aucun souvenir d’avoir 

ety embrassy par une blonde de 40 ans dans le restau­

rant .

La m£me enqu^te a ety menye au Buffet 

de la Gare des Eaux-Vives, dont le tenancier est 

M. Charles LANDOLT, cuisinier spycialiste des mets 

orientaux. Il s’agit d’un petit restaurant renommy 

ygalement, a la clientele tres cosmopolite ygalement. 

Malheureusement, les pages du livre des tables retenues 

ont yty detruites, pour la periods du 4 au 29.4.68. 

Dans cet etablissement, ce sont des serveuses qui 

assurent le service et il n’y a ni chef de rang, 

ni maitre d'hStel. Par contre, le patron, en tablier 

de cuisinier, se souvient avoir yte embrassy plusieurs 

fois par des ytrangeres satisfaites de sa cuisine.

06. 11.
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SERVICE DE LA SLIRET^ Feuille N° 3 •

M. LANDOLT a precis^ qu’il n’avait jamais fait 

venir de l'ext6rieur des nets exotiques; au contraire, 

on vient en chercher chez lui, le specialists.

En resume, avec les elements en notre 

possession, il n'a pas ete possible d ’ etablir qui 

etait l'Americain inconnu.

Les recherches effectuees & notre 

fichier des bulletins d’hOtels, sous le nom de 

James Earl RAY, des alias connus et sous celui 

de Ramon George SNEYD ou SNEYDA, sont demeurees 

infructueuses. Cependant, nous relevons le passage 

^ 1'HStel INTERCONTINENTAL, du 2 au 4.4.68, d’un 

nomme :

O'CONNOR James Cyril, 
ne le 17.6.26 a Ceylon (Canada), 
Canadien, 
fonctionnaire, 
domicilie : 180 Iowa Street, Ottawa (Canada), 
disant arriver de Londres, 
passeport No. SP 21440.

Je signale que le 30.4.68, 1’inspec- 

teur MARCHESI, de la Police F4d4rale, informait nos 

services qu'une americaine croyait avoir vu James 

Earl RAY accompagn4 d'un autre am6ricain, le samedi 

27.4.68, a 1400 h., au restaurant MOVENPICK, a Geneve. 

Les recherches etaient demeurees negatives et aucun 

£l£ment precis n’avait 6te relev£.

Sieur James Earl RAY figure au 

MSP 1968, p. 938, art. 7 437, sous mandat d’arrOt, 

avis par fil au MSP, pour brigandage a main armee 

et soupqonn^ d'assassinat commis aux U.S.A., Il 

n’avait jamais occupy nos services auparavant.

RAY James Earl, n£ le 10.3.28 a Quincy ou Alton/lll 

Americain, boulanger/manoeuvre.

06. II.
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TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH

Republic and Canton of Geneva Department of Justice and
Police

Police Department Geneva, June 15, 1968
Safety

REPORT BY INSPECTOR THOMKINS TO THE CHIEF OF THE SAFETY POLICE

PURPOSE OF INVESTIGATION:

Item No. 20-724, Federal Police Division, Bern, reference 
B-12220 HPW.

Request to investigate the possibility of the presence in Geneva of 
James Earl Ray.

On June 13, 1968, the Federal Police Division in Bern transmitted 
to us by mail a request by the FBI dated June 4, 1968. The request was for the 
identification of an American observed in the Landolt Restaurant one Saturday 
evening toward the end of April. The subject answered the description of the 
alleged assassin of Doctor Martin Luther King, a subject named:

JAMES EARL RAY

alias

ERIC STARVO GALT -
W. C. HERRON
HARVEY LOWMYER
JAMES O’CONNOR or O’CONNER
JAMES WALTON
JAMES WALYON
JAMES MC BRIDE
JAMES WILLARD
"JIM" ;

TRANSLATED BY: k
RAFFAELE A. VACCARLdrv J z "
July 16, 1968 ENCLOSURE
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In the first place, I wish to point out that according to the press, 
James Earl Ray was arrested in London on Saturday, June 8, 1968, under the 
following alias:

RAYMON GEORGE SNEYD

or

RAYMON GEORGE SNEYDA

The request of the FBI specified that their Washington office had 
received, on May 14, 1968, an anonymous telephone call from a man who claimed 
to be a journalist. This man had just had a conversation with certain persons 
who likewise desired to remain anonymous. These persons believed to have 
seen --at the Landolt Restaurant in Geneva, one Saturday evening toward the 
end of April 1968 --an American answering James Earl Ray’s description.
They furnished the following information:

The unknown subject had entered the restaurant with a man and an 
approximately forty-year-old woman with blond-tinted hair. The two persons 
in the unknown subject’s company appeared to be Swiss. The American was well 
dressed and had a mid-west accent. His language was coarse and vulgar. He 
appeared to desire the services of a prostitute. The previously mentioned 
blond woman suggested a homosexual dressed up as a woman, but he replied 
that he wanted a woman. The American ordered expensive and exotic dishes 
which the restaurant personnel had to go get elsewhere. The personnel in 
attendance were very solicitous but did not appear to know the American. The 
unknown blond must have been acquainted with the maitre d’hotel because she 
kissed him before leaving the restaurant with her two escorts.

The inquiries made of Mr. Francis Longchamp, operator of the 
Landolt Beer Garden, 2 Rue de Candolle, near the University, did not provide 
confirmation of the facts described above. It is to be noted that the clientele 
is a very cosmopolitan clientele and that it includes many Americans, but the 
restaurant never had to send elsewhere for exotic dishes. As to the old 
maitre d’hotel who knows the employees and clientele very well, he has no 
recollection of having been kissed by a forty-year-old blond woman in the 
restaurant.

The same inquiries were made in the Buffet de la Gare des Eaux-Vives, 
whose operator is Mr. Charles Landolt, a chef specialized in Oriental dishes. 
It is a small restaurant just as renowed and with a clientele which is just as 
cosmopolitan (as the above beer garden). Regrettably enough, the book of table 
reservations from April 4 to April 29, 1968, has been destroyed. In this

- 2 -
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