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REPORT 
of the

LABORATORY _2_A_

To:

Re:

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

FBI. Memphis (44-1987) D=,e= July 18, 1968 , ,
X, minus m FBl File NO. 44-38861 - 4^5O’

MURKIM ^-n.. D-680712073 JK
CR

Specimens received 7/12/68

Q388 American Heritage business reply card bearing on reverse 
side the band printed name and address "Eric 8• Galt 
Loraine Motel Memphis Tenn,"

Result of examination:

Significant differences were noted as the result of 
comparing the questioned hand printing on Q388 with the known 
hand printing of JAMES EARL RAY, BI #405942G; however9 because 
of the limited nature of the hand printing involved and the 
presence of certain characteristics a definite conclusion was 
not reached.

Q388 will be returned separately. Photographs were 
made.

Tolson __________  
DeLoach _________ 
Mohr _____________  
Bishop ___________ 
Casper ___________ 
Callahan _________ 
Conrad ___________  
Felt _____________  
Gale _____________  
Rosen ____________ 
Sullivan __________ 
Tavel ____________  
Trotter ___________
Tele. Room 
Holmes ___________ 
Gandy ____________ MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT

JHM:AWq^(9)
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y FBI WASH DC

403PM

TO

FROM

URGENT 7/16/68 PAM

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATION SECTl

JULI 01968

Mr. Toisoi’__
Mr. DeLoach.

DU1ECT0R, FBI (44-38861)

SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (P

'MURK IN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C

TELETYPE

BUREAU JYLY FIFTEEN

CURRENTLY AT ROCKFORD

ENDEAVORING TO DEVELOP INFORMATION RE JOE HEINTZ

HAZEL DREW, MOTHER OF PAMELA SCHNEIDER, STATES

MC CLINTOCK LEFT ALTON JULY FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN

TWO DAYS AFTER BANK ROBBERY AT THE BANK OF ALTON; FURTHER

THAT MC CLINTOCK HAS ALWAYS BEEN CLLOSE TO

COVINGTON AND WILLIE LEE

PHOTOS OF JAMES EARL RAY DISPLAYED TO

PAMELA SCHNEIDER AND PCI HELEN GRABLE

Mohr
Bishop..

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.
M

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

nan...
Conrad....
^elt______

3Sullivan..
Tavel____

ILLINOIS

JOHN

!

5; Tele. Room._
Miss Holmes 

; Miss Gandy.

LAST

HAROLD RICHARD

HAZEL DREW

ALL STATE THEY

ARE CERTAIN RAY NOT AN ASSOCIATE OF MC CLINTOCK, COVINGTON

OR LEE AND RAY UNFAMILIAR TO THEM

END

LPT

MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO. MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS

FBI WASH DC

83 < 18 1968 

V 11

56 JUL 2 51968
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
** MAY IIS EDITION '

• GSA "PMR (41 CFR) 101-11.0 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum
to : Director, FBI (44-38861)

FRd|^ sac, Memphis (44-1987) P

subject: WRKIN

DATE 7-16-68

Enclosed are original and one of seven clippings from 
newspapers re captioned matter.

^J^ureau (Enc. 14)£$^ A
1 Memphis H

RGJ:BN
(3)

9010-108
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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-Ray Appeal 
Hearing Set 
For July 29

LONDON. — (UPI) - 
British court said today It
will hear James Earl Ray’s 
appeal against extradition to 
the United States to stand 
trial for the slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King^Jr. on 
July 29. t

The surprise announce­
ment was made when Ray 
appeared at Bow Street 
Magistrate’s Court on 
charges of violating British 
gun and immigration laws.

BRITISH CHARGES
Ray was ordered to appear 

again July 16 to answer to 
the charges of carrying a 
loaded .38-caliber pistol and 
two forged passports, which 

, got him arrested in the first 
’ place June 8.

It was expected Britain 
might ignore the charges if 
Ray is extradited.

IN COURT
Ray, whose extradition 

was ordered a week ago, ap­
peared in court today to 
meet a British legal require­
ment that prisoners appear

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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extradition appeal had been 
unexpected as the appear­
ance today was supposed to 
deal only with the gun and 
passport charges.
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CARAVAN
Ray, brought to court in a 

caravan of three police Jag­
uar cruisers, appeared under 
the name Ramon George 
Sneyd, the name listed on 
one of the two forged Cana­
dian passports Scotland Yard 
detectives said they pulled 
from hi^ coat along with the 
gun at Heathrow Tirport.

Ray swaggered into the 
courtroom without the dark 
hornrim glasses he wore

when he was ordered extra­
dited last Tuesday. His jaw 
twitched but he looked less 
jittery than in previous ap­
pearances. His white sport 
shirt hung open at the neck 
and he wore the same dark 
jacket.

Only a small crowd of 
spectators and newsmen 
were on hand when Ray ar­
rived. Interest had declined 
so much that even Mary 
Brown, 71, a retired hospital 
worker who had risen at 5 
a.m. for Ray’s other court­
room appearances, failed to 
show up. She was first in line 
outside the court building the 
other times.

Ray’s attorney, Michael 
Eugen has another week to 
appeal formally the order 
that Ray be extradited.
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Rays Extradition 
Likely in 4 Weeks

RONDON. — (UPI) — James Earl Ray could be extra­
dited to the United States as early as the first week in 
August to stand trial for the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, legal sources said today.

A court official disclosed Tuesday that a hearing on 
Ray’s appeal against the extradition order has been set

for July 29.
Three White -w i g g e d , 

black-robed justices of the 
Queen’s Bench Divisional 
Court of the High Court of 
Justice will hear Ray’s law­
yers fight the extradition or­
der*.

It is the British equivalent 
of a U.S. Court of Appeals.

Legal sources said that 
should the appeals court turn 
down Ray’s appeal of the ex­
tradition order, he could still 
appeal to the House of 
Lords. But permission to go 
to the House of Lords could 
be refused.

In that case, Ray would be 
returning to the United 
States about the first week in 
August^ the sources said.

Ray, appeared at Bow 
Street Magistrates Court 
Tuesday to answer charges 
of violating British gun and 
immigration laws* . .,

Tt was carrying what po-

lice said was a loaded .38- 
caliber pistol and two forged 
passports that got him ar­
rested in the first place as he 
arrived at London’s Heath­
row Airport June 8.

If Ray is extradited, the 
passport and gun charges 
were expected to be forgot­
ten.
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Ray's Brother 
Arrested Here

Jerry William Ray, who 
told police he is a brother of 
James Earl Ray, the accused 
i# the slaying of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., was free 
today after being dismissed 
in City Court on a charge of 
public drunkenness.

Ray was arrested about 2 
a.m. Tuesday at Main and 
Vance where, police said, he 
was seen staggering drunk. 
The ^charge was dismissed 
later yesterday by Judge 
Bernie Weinman.

Police said Ray registered 
.IT on the intoxication meter 
and was booked. He listed 
his . occupation as a bar 
waiter but told officers he 
was unemployed.

Ray gave no Memphis ad­
dress but said he lived at 
1902 Cherokee in St. Louis.

Assistant Chief W. E. 
Routt said Ray told police he 
is.a brother of James Earl 
Ray and that he and another 
brother were in Memphis to 
raise funds for the defense of 
James Earl Ray.

John Larry Ray, also of St. 
Louis, appeared in court for 
the hearing, and the two left 
together. ’ '
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British Charges
Against Ray Cited

Lawyer Says Extradition 
Would Cancel Counts

LONDON, July 8. — (UPI) 
— The British lawyer defend­
ing James Earl Ray on two 

> British charges said Monday 
they would probably never be 
pressed if Ray is extradited to 
America for trial as the ac­
cused murderer of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.

Ray’s barrister, Michael Eu­
gene, said “nothing” would 
happen Tuesday when Ray is 
scheduled to appear again in 
Bow Street Magistrates’ Court 
under the name of Ramon 
George Sneyd. The hearing is 
in connection with charges 
Ray violated British gun and 
passport laws.

“He will be turned around 
and remanded until the follow­
ing Tuesday,” Eugene said. 

■ The British lawyer said he 
: still has not filed an appeal of 
last Thursday’s ruling that 

; Ray be extradited to face the 
United States charges against 
him.

Eugene indicated the filing 
of a' writ of habeas corpus in 
district court would not take 
place before early next week. 
Ray has 15 days to lodge an 
appeal.

London Chief Magistrate 
Frank Milton last Thursday or­
dered Ray extradited to face 
the .United States charges of 
murdering King in Memphis 
oh April 4 and of escaping 
from the Missouri State Peni­
tentiary last year. . i
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Ray Brothers In Memphis—One Faces
By GEORGE BRYAN

Two brothers of James Earl 
Ray, who is charged with the 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., were in Memphis 
yesterday and a public drunk­
enness charge against one was 
dismissed' by City Judge 
Bemie Weinman. ; <

Gerald Williams Ray, 32, 
who gave; his address as 1902 
Cherokee, St. Louis, was ar­
rested at 1:15 a.m. yesterday 
by officers who said he was 
seen “staggering drunk” only 
two blocks from the rooming 
house at 42214 South Main 
from which his brother is 
accused of shooting Dr. King, 

i A police spokesman said he 
did not know Gerald Ray’s 
whereabouts after his release 
but understood he was still in 
the city. It was learned that 
another brother also was in 
town. ■

BUI Jackson, manager of the 
Green Beetle Cafe at 325 South 
Main, confirmed that Gerald 
Ray was in his establishment 
Monday night “with another 
man.” He said Ray appeared 
to be drunk.
'/ A waitress said Gerald Ray 
came into the place about 6 
p.m. MondaV and left about 1 
a.m. “He /didn’t cause any 
trouble in We.”

Police/said they arrested 
Ray after a call from the 
Greenj Beetle, but Mr. Jackson 
said last night he had not 
calledwdlice. “He didn’t cause 
us ani trouble, he left with a 
man vgith a mustache. I heard 
he wa®arrested a few minutes 
later.”| ’

Twolpolice detectives went 
to the Breen Beetle about 5:25 
p.m. re^erday looking for 
GeraldlRay. With them was a

man identified by waitresses/ 
as Ray’s drinking partner 
Monday night. One of the offi- i 
cers said they wanted to talk 
to Ray about “a couple of win­
dow fans.”

- Judge Weinman said yester­
day he was not aware of Ger­
ald Ray’s family ties when he • 
appeared in court charged 
with public drunkenness.

“He had never been before 
the court on a public drunk 
charge. Oh the first offense, it 
has been, the policy of the 
court to dismiss these 
charges,” Weinman said.

Fire and Police Director 
Frank Holloman said last 
night he did not know if police 
“are still looking for James 
Earl Ray’s brother in Mem- 
phis.” , \

A police spokesman w^e did;

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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not wish to be identified said 
he understood that Gerald Ray 
had come to Memphis “to col­
lect money” through contribu­
tions to help defend his ac­
cused brother. James Earl 
Ray is fighting extradition 
to the United Statesfrom 
England to stand trial in Mem­
phis for the murder of Dr. 
.King.

The other brother in town 
was believed to be John Larry 
Ray, 34, a St. Louis, tavern 
owner.

The next phase in James 
Earl Ray’s legal effort to es­
cape extradition to the United 
States will begm July |9, it 
was announced in London yes­
terday. On that/day the High 
Court will hear arguments on 
an application for, a writ of 
habeas corpus* ^.. V_ —^
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Ray" Brothers In Memphis—One Faces
By GEORGE BRYAN

Two brothers of James Earl 
Ray, who is charged with the 
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., were in Memphis 
yesterday and a public drunk­
enness charge against one was 
dismissed by Ci t y Judge 
Bernie Weinman.

Gerald Williams Ray, 32, 
who gave, his address as 1902 
Cherokee, St. Louis, was ar­
rested at 1:15 a.m. yesterday 
by officers who said he was 
seen “staggering drunk” only 
two blocks from the brooming 
house at 422% South Main 
from which his brother is 
accused of shooting Dr. King,

A. police spokesman said he 
did hot know Gerald Ray’s 
whereabouts after his release 
but understood he was still in 
the city. It was learned that 
another brother also was in 
town. *

Bill Jackson, manager of the 
Green Beetle Cafe at 325 South 
Main, confirmed that Gerald 
Ray was in his establishment 
Monday night “with another 
man.” He said Ray appeared 
to be drunk.

A waitress said Gerald Ray 
came into the place about 6 
p.m. Monday and left about 1 
a.m. “He didn’t cause any 
trouble in here.”

Police said they arrested 
Ray after a call from the 
GreOn Beetle, but Mr. Jackson 
said last night he had not 
called police. “He didn’t cause 
us any trouble, he left with a 
man with a mustache. I heard 
he was arrested a few minutes 
later.”

Two police detectives went 
to the Green Beetle about 5:25 
p.m. yesterday looking for 
Gerald Ray. With them was a

man identified by waitresses  ̂
as Ray’s drinking partner 
Monday night. One of the offi­
cers said they wanted to talk 
to Ray about “a couple of win­
dow fans.”.

Judge Weinman said yester­
day he was not aware of Ger­
ald Ray’s family ties when he ■ 
appeared in court charged 
with public drunkenness.

“He had never been before I 
the court on. a public drunk 
charge. On the first offense, it 
has been the policy of the 
court to dismiss these 
charges,” Weinman said.

Fire and Police Director 
Frank Holloman said last) 
night he did not know if police I 
“are still looking for James 
Earl Ray’s brother in Mem­
phis.” r—**

A police spokesman who did 
hot wish ly be id^tified said 
he understood that Gerald Ray 
hud come to Memphis “to col­
lect money’ ’ through contribu­
tions to help defend' his ac­
cused brother. James Earl 
Ray is fighting extradition 
to the United State's from 
England to stand triil in Mem­
phis for the murder of Dr. 
King.

The other brother in town 
was believed to be John Larry 
Ray, 34, a St. Louis tavern 
owner.

The- next ; phase in James 
Earl Ray’s legal effort to es­
cape extradition to the United 
States will begin July 29, it
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Witness Absent 
At Rearing

Grand Jury’s Indictment 
Reached Without Calling

Charles Stephens
In, reaching an indictment 

against James Earl Ray for 
the slaying of Martin Luther: 
King Jr., the Shelby County 
Grand Jury did not even call 
the man now considered to be 
the prosecution’s; most impor­
tant witness;

Butcourtauthoritiesyester- 
day pointed out that the state 
often does not submit its most 
important evidence if the nec­
essary “probable cause” can 
be established without it.

Charles Q. Stephens, 46, was 
the one witness named at 
Ray’s extradition hearing in 
London last month/David Cal- 
'cutt, the Britishattorney re­
tained by the federal govern­
ment, told the hearing. Ste­
phens heard the fatal shot 
fired on April from the com­
mon bathroom of a rooming , 
house on South Main.

Stephens is now in protective 
custody of local authorities.

The Grand Jury charged 
Ray with first degree murder 
May 7 and with carrying a 
dangerous weapon May IT in 
indictments made availableto 
the public yesterday? -

(Indicate page, name of 
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Thd 12-^ W> heard testi­
mony from 4rsi Bessie Ruth 
Brewer, manager ;of the room-, 
ing house; Ralph Carpenter, 
employe of York Arms. Co. 
who the state says sold binocu­
lars to Ray; Guy W. Canipe, 
owner of the amusement com­
pany where police say Ray 
dropped his rifle; John L. Car­
lisle, an investigator with Atty. 
Gen. Phil M. Canale’s office; 
and two police officers.

Officials did not even admit 
Ray had been indicted for the 
murder until after his arrest in 
London June 8 since Tennessee 
law prohibits releasing an in­
dictment until the accused is in 
custody.

Hie indictment offers ho 
hints about the state’s case 
against Ray, giving only the 
date of the murderand charg­
ing it was premeditated.
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Video Surveillance To Track Ray
By CHARLES EDMUNDSON :
A video tape will be made of 

the faces and voices of every 
person attending the trial 
scheduled to be held here this 
fall of James Earl Ray, 
charged with the rifle slaying 
of Dr. Martin Luther King at 
the Lorraine Motel April 4.

Charles Holmes, director of, 
information for Memphis State ‘ 
University and new public re­
lations adviser to Sheriff Wil­
liam N. Morris for the trial, 
yesterday confirmed that secu­
rity plans call for such a tape 
to be. made. This, he said, will 
be the first time such a pre­
caution has been taken in a 
trial anywhere.

Identity cards with photos 
will be issued to all newsmen 
accredited for the trial. More 
than 50 such accreditations 
have been requested and this 
is. considered only a start.

' South Central Bell, it was 
learned, is preparing to run 
ISO new telephone lines to the 
Shelby County Office Building, 
adjacent to the Criminal 

’Courts Building, to accommo-' 
idate newspapers, radio, televi­
sion and law enforcement.

Cables are expected to be 
laid between the scene of the 
trial and the three Memphis 
television stations, a telephone 
company representative said. 
Cables are necessary for pro­
longed live television broad­
casts, although motorized mi­
crowave stations can bridge 
the gap for brief periods.

In keeping with a long-stand­
ing rule, nd press or television 
photos may be made in the 
courtroom, even during court 
recess. But protocol, until 
noW at least, has allowed 
photos to be made hi cor­
ridors. A

1 This is expected toSe one of 
the most highly publicized 
trials ever held in the United 
States. Press, radio and televi­
sion reports will be carried in 
practically every nation in the 
world. Those in charge of prep­
arations expect the non-white 
majority of the world’s popula­
tion to observe the trial as a 
£est of justice administered 
^without regard to race, color 

,lor condition.”
But Atty. Gen. Phil M. Ca- 

apd Sheriff Morris de- 
cfljppd to comment Ob this be­
yond saying: ‘‘The trial will 
be conducted in strict keeping 
with established standards of 
dignity and justice.”

■To emphasize thht the judi­
cial process is operating nor­
mally, the trial will be held in 
one of the five regular court- 
<rooms of the Shelby County 
Criminal Court. The largest 
will seat, in addition to the 
principals of the trial, hardly । 

■more than 100persons. I

Most of the seats will be! 
reserved for the press, but res-; 
ervations are assured also for 
relatives of the defendant and 
of the family of Dr. King.

Sheriff Morris said a certain 
proportion of the seats will be 
reserved for the general pub­
lic, even though all the neWs- 
.jrnen present at any onetime 
piay not be seated. Tennessee 
law calls for a “public trial.’5

The last world - famous 
Tennessee trial was the so-

“monkey trial” at Day­
ton, near Chattanooga, in 1925. 
This was to test the validity of 
a law, since repealed, to forbid 
tqa^ing.the theory of evolu- 
tibOi tax-supported Schools.

ial
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The Northern and foreign 
press criticized what it termed
the “carnival atmosphere” at
that trial.

“There will be no carnival
air here Sheriff Morns said
last night. “This is a serious 
matter. The sheriff, the judges
and the attorney general have
been conferring at intervals
for several weeks to assure a 
fair and orderly trial in a dig­
nified atmosphere.”
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‘Sneyd’ Was
Name used
In Letter

‘No Doubt’
Is Same Person
Says Newspaper

CHICAGO. -(AP)-The
Chicago Daily News said to­
day in a copyrighted story
that a letter written by
James Earl Ray to a brother
removed any doubt that Ray
and Ramon George Sneyd
are the same person.

Sneyd was the name under
which Ray was arrested in
London in connection with
the assassination of Dr. Mar­
tin Luther King Jr.

The Daily News said the
letter was written to John
Ray and was signed, “Lord
R. G. Sneyd.

John Ray said the hand­
writing was his brother’s
and he added, “I don’t know
where he got the name of
Sneyd, but he had lots of

Mr« Tulson
Mt> Del..ua<,'h .
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

’ Mr.
Mr.
Mr. 
Mr. GW, 

Hose: 
Sulli 
avei'
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‘LORD’ TITLE
Asked about the title, 

“Lord,” John Ray said, 
“That’s probably his idea of 
a joke.”

The Daily News published 
portions of the letter which 
in part read, “I could appeal 
my extradition hearing but I 
am getting tired of listening 
to these liars so I might close 
it up about Tuesday.”

There was no indication 
which Tuesday the letter re­
ferred to. John Ray said he 
interpreted the letter as evi­
dence that his brother did 
not kill King, who was shot 
to death on the balcony of a 
Memphis motel April 4.

“If he really did it,” John 
Ray said, “he wouldn’t be 
thinking about signing these 
extradition papers, would 
he?”

UNDATED
The letter was mailed to a 

married sister who lives in a 
suburb of St. Louis, the Dai­
ly News said. It was not dat­
ed.

U.S. officials working on 
obtaining Ray’s extradition 
have said they are con­
vinced that Ray and Sneyd 
are the same person.

The letter also implied that 
Ray would have sufficient 
funds to finance his defense 
when he is returned to Mem­
phis to stand trial.

“If you could,” the letter 
said, “I would like for you to 
give Attorney Arthur Hanes 
$600. You can get some of it 
off Jerry (another brother) 
and I will straighten it up 
with you when I get back.”

Hanes, of Birmingham, 
Ala., is representing Ray in 
London. *
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

CHICAGO. — (AP) — The 
Chicago Daily News said to­
day in a copyrighted story
that a written by
James Earl Ray to a brother 
removed any doubt that Ray 
and Ramon George Sneyd
are the same person.

Sneyd was the name under 
which Ray was arrested in 
London in connection with 
the assassination of Dr. Mar­

The Daily News said the 
letter was written to John 
Ray and was signed, “Lord 
R. G. Sneyd.”

John Ray said toe hand-
was his brother’s 

tdded, “I don’t know
he got the n of

Sneyd, 
names.

e had lots of

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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Date: 7/15/68

Transmit the following in________________________________________ _
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL l
(Priority) .

TO: DI1ECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MJAMI (44-1854) (P)

subject,: Burkin

WILLIAM SOMERSETT, formerly MM 607-R, who is no 
longer being contacted by the Miami Office and who is 
characterized as having furnished reliable information 
in the past, and in addition has furnished information 
which cannot be verified or corroborated, telephonically 
advised on 7/12/68 as follows:

Since the assassination of Dr, MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., he has made trips to Atlanta, Ga. and Memphis, 
Tenn* at the request and expense of the Florida State 
Attorney's Office and the Miami, Florida Police Department. 
He indicated the purpose of these trips was to try and 
develop information relative to the assassination of 
Doctor KING and other Information relating to the National 
States Rights Party. He did not elaborate on his assignments 
nor did he indicate he had Arokpqd any unusual or pertinent 
information. He reportedly was in contact with witnesses 
involved in the KING case and based on information heard 
on the "street,” it was said that the chauffeur of Doctor 
KING was suspected of ’’setting up Doctor KING for the 
assassination.” SOMERSETT was unable to identify source 
of this information.

It is not known why the Florida State^Aligttey’s 
Office or the Miami Police Department would have SOMERSETT

* (1 - 66-16458) (SfMllM Si ^ ’^ REC‘63
2 - Memphis (44-1987)
1 - Atlanta (44-2386) (Info)LDT 
2 - Miami

(1 - 170-1) 
LCP:vva 
(9)

JUL.i
Sent

Special Agent in Charge

15 JUL 17 1968

M Per

51 JUU5 1968
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MM 44-1854

make trips to Atlanta, Ga ♦ and Memphis, Tenn♦ except for 
possibly some sensational information that would afford 
them nationwide publicity•

The above is being furnished to the Bureau, 
Atlanta and Memphis for information and to be aware 
of the fact that SOMERSETT has been in Atlanta and Memphis 
regarding the KING case.
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5010-106OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN- REG. NO. 27

TO

FROM

UNITED STATES GOV MENT

Memorandum

W. D. Griffith

Mr. Conrad

Tolson _ 
DeLoach 
Mohr -----  
Bishop _
Casper _ 
Callahan

DATE: July 16, 1968 Sullivan —
Tavel -------  
Trotter 
Tele. Room 
Holmes
Gandy -------

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR
00: Memphis

The Department has forwarded to the Bureau a 
handwritten letter addressed to the Attorney General under 
the signature of R. G. Sneyd. A typewritten copy of the 
contents of this letter and Xerox copies of the envelope 
and letter are attached hereto.

A comparison of the questioned writing appearing 
on the letter and envelope with the known handwriting of 
subject JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405942G, disclosed that the 
letter in question was prepared by subject Ray.

44-38861

ACTION:

1

1

Mr.
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Lab

None. For information

Mohr 
DeLoach
Rosen (Mr. Long 2260)
Conrad
Griffith
Mortimer 
File

rM:AWaU7)

XT

Ju‘- 18 1968 .,/
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In replying to tMs letter, please write on the eiaelope!- 
Number 05918#Name SNEYD. W

H. M. Prison, 
Heathfield Road, 
Wandsworth, 
London, S.W. 18.

Dear Sir;

I am at present in dention at the above listed 
address in London England. In the near future I will most 
proably be deported to the United States. The reason I am 
writing you is that you will proably dispatch agents to London 
to return me to the U. S. and I would like to have it on record 
now that I have no intentions of making any oral statements not 
that I have anything to hide but I would perfer to tell my story to 
a judge & Jury. Therefore I would respectfully suggest you 
send someone with less imagination than Mr. Vinson. I have 
also written my attorny Mr. Arthur Honas a simular letter.

Siner ely

R. G Sneyd.

COPY: he v

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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5010-106OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
DATE: July 16, 1968

Tolson ------
DeLoach —
Mohr ---------
Bishop ------
Casper ------
Callahan —
Conrad ------
Felt ______
Gale — 
ros^^_. 

"Sullivan 
Tavel -------
Trotter 
Tele. Room
Holmes -----
Gandy -------

Legat, London has forwarded a photocopy of a 
page of the guest book of the Heathfield House Hotel, London, 
England, which bears the signature Ramon George Sneyd and 
indicates that this individual registered at this hotel on 
May 17, 1968.

Handwriting characteristics noted indicate that 
the Sneyd signature on the above described page was probably 
prepared by subject JAMES EARL RAY, FBI #405942G, but because 
of the indistinctness of the photocopy submitted a definite 
opinion could not be reached.

44-38861

RECOMMENDATION: None. For information

1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Rosen (Mr. McDonough 2260)
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Griffith
1 - Mr. Mortimer
1 - Foreign Liaison Unit 

iab File

:AW (8)

X J U L 2 5 1968
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Airtel

7/17/68

1 - Mr. McDonough

To: SAC, New York

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

Legat, London has learned from New Scotland 
Yard that it has been determined that Ray under the name 
Ramon George Sneyd, stayed at the Heathfield House Hotel, 
181 - 183 Cromwell Road, London, 5/17-28/68, the period 
previously unaccounted for relative to Ray’s activities 
in England,

The proprietress of the Heathfield House 
Hotel, Mrs. Doris Catherine Westwood, advised that some­
time after Ray checked out on 5/28/68, her husband deposited 
three $10 American Express checks to their account at 
their bank. Neither she nor her husband can specifically 
recall but believe there is a possibility that these 
travelers checks could have been received from Ray.

It is not known whether it is possible for 
American Express, New York to check for any checks issued 
to Ray under the name Ramon George Sneyd without the 
check numbers, however, if it can be done, New York 
appropriately handle.

1 - SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

T$ JUL 18EX-105,
7/6/68.-
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I

Tolson 
DeLoach _ 
Mohr _____  
Bishop  
Casper  
Callahan  
Conrad  
Felt ______  
Gale ______ 
Rosen  
Sullivan __  
Tavel  
Trotter 
Tele. Room 
Holmes  
Gandy 

10:45 AM July 17, 1868

MH.

TOLSON 
DE LOACH
ROSEN

While talking to the Attorney General on ^^^^^^^^kfi^S^ J3S^^i^^^l^, 1 t^^l^^ 
him there were some developments in the James Lari Ray matter. I stated 
first that the airport from which we were going to leave in England is under

which is near the other one and is perfectly satisfactory so far as we are 
concerned. The Attorney General ashed if it were a public airport or a Royal 
Air Force airport and I told him it was a Royal Air Force airport.

I continued that we were told yesterday here in Washington that the 
Air Force was coMempiating going to another field in Arkansas in case some 
emergency prevented their landing at Memphis. I stated we took the position 
this was most undesirable because it would involve the transportation of the 
I^^SIfl^l^^S^^i^E^Sf l^i^^^^30Qi ^l^3l^^i^^^^^|i^^^^^H to Memphis. The Attorney General stated there are 
all those bribes to cross, ^^^^^0^^ 3^ ^^^^S^^^^^^i ^^i^SJ^S^ ^^^^^^^S^^j^ ^fi(^^^^J ^^^^^j^ ^3E^^®^l^^^i^^E^ 
diction which would be raised. 1 Mated we would not leave the das

from here* I stated that Assistant Attorney General Fred Vinson yesterday

the President to Honolulu and Marina to oress a number of Manes Into

man can leave right now if we had the plane over there, but wo have to wait 
and see what the Air Force is going to do and if they won’t furnish a plane, 
we will have to charter a commercial plane. The Attorney General said he 
could not believe the Air Force does not have enough planes. X commented 
that it is ridiculous, i _ ~ ^Sopies

JEH:edm (Up HS

J U L £ o lUod

MAIL ROOM I1 TELETYPE UNIT

■View /u ; jiHQ AW/OR DELIVER ^ '^^ST DAgll^i; 
OHlE Oi-117290), '

iW JUL 19 1968

I'
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liemmta for Messrs* Tobea, WUa^ Roses, BUW ^f 2% 1968

I told ths Attorney Qaaersi that confidentially, the Commandant 
at the Air Bast he London when he was here last week was briefed and told
the elaae is steadies by ready to take off without advance notice* I Mid 
this is highly confidentialbecause the Commandant was told this by officers 
of the Air Force* I said I think they am playlag games nt the Air Force 
as they say we have to wait for the return at this Colonel Burleson (phonetic), 
who is the one Mr, Vinson has been dealing with and he is due back around 
seen today, 1 said at that time we will probably know more what the situation 
is because Ray has now signed the order waiving any appeal so he la rea^ 
to move as soon as we get a plane over there, Hie Attorney General & 1 
said the Home Secretary has to sign the order. I said he had not yet but 
^i(^ ^(^0^^^^^^ ^ia^^^ ^s^^^^^is^ ^^^^^^^^^^ ^i^^^ ^fchat will clear all formalities, but Ray has already 
signed the paper he was supposed to sign waiving appeal.

The Attorney General said he would talk with Mr* Vinson, that 
Clark Clifford, Secretary of Def ease, was out of the country. I said 1 
thought it was a matter where he might talk to the highest official over there. 
The Attorney General said he was sure there was no problem. 1 said oar men 
are ready t© leave at a moment's notice and it should be possible to leave 
as soon as the Air Force gives durance and be over in Ragland by evening 
and be able to arrange to come hack tomorrow.

The Attorney General said that the jail my not be ready down there 
yet, which would be another complicating factor. X told him we understood 
from our people in Memphis that they were ready as they had put in the bullet- 
proof shields, st cetera, the Sheriff had picked his ©quad, and he had five 
cars standby by in case they were needed.

The Attorney General said then he would talk with Mr. Vinson 
further and see if we can't move it out and thanked me for calling*

Very truly yours, 

J.E.B.

Mi M|gar Hoover

SENT FROM D. 0. 
time ^'POPh

I date
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The Attorney General ^ 19, 1968

1 - Mr, DeLoach
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. McGowan

JAMES EARL RAY

With reference to the

Transportation of Ray from Great Britain to the Memphis 
Nani Air Statbs and from the Naval Air Station to the Shelby County 
Jail was accomplished withoot incident.

The Air Bane flight surgeon who coadnBed physical 
examinations of Ray aboard the plane en route from Great Britain to 
the United Baton Bated that Ray was in good physical condition.

1 - The Depet^ Attorney General

EX-103
1 - Mr^Tred p. Timm, Jr, 

Assistant Attorney General

JGK:vea: >F
(9)T '

Tolson ___________
DeLoach _________
Mohr _____________  
Bishop __________  
Casper __________  
Callahan 
Conrad __________  
Felt _____________  
Gale _____________  
Rosen ___________  
Sullivan _________  
Tavel ____________ 
Trotter___________ 
Tele. Room 
Holmes__________
Gandy ___________

57 jULWibbb
MAIL ROOM L. I TELETYPE UNIT
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7-4< ( Rev. 2-18-63)

Bera (88-411) My 17, 1888

Director, (48*38861)

L » * > A fl “ V fl » k

Attached is the translation which you request^ by Tedder 
dated 6/26/68. '"'3 ^

CM
Q 
LU

S u.
2 
2

The contents thereof, where pertinent, must b^—reported 
under appropriate captions and. afforded, whatever investigative L 
attention is necessary. , / ->

2
Disposition of the foreign language material submitted. recorden

this connection is set forth below:
18 JUL 19 1968

Bitalned In Buttle
DeLoach 
Mohr  
Bishop _ 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Felt ___  
Gale ___  
Rosen _  
Sullivan . 
Tavel __  
Trotter _ 
TeL^Roc 
HoGis _
GaAlJ

Washington field * iMtoMR* (S) (1 translation, 1 relet)
-Mr. Rosen (Attn.: Criminal Section), sent direct with 

J enclosure.
^Qwreign Liaison Unit, sent direct without enclosure, 

inr iRAv-trs-V-^ 
' (6) J /^./Ml)

MAIL ROOM “'WPw won
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