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Reproduction of Material® orm 
Congressional Inquiry US 
6-

Datew-

The following material has been reproduced 
for excising and review at FBIHQ by representatives of 
the House Select Committee on Assassinations:

File No._________^ -^^^_______________ _

Se c t i on 6^

Seri als ^^' /through y^?^.^

(except following serials not in 
file on this date:

Enclosure Behind File or Bulky Enclosure:

No. Copies

RETAIN THIS FORM AS TOP SERIAL
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TO

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1762 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
= Mr. Bishop

SUBJECT

FROM

URKIN

DATE: 7/17/68

Tolson
D

allahan
Conrad _ 
Felt 

Rosen -___
Sullivan 
Tavel 
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy 

This is the case involving Janies Earl Ray, the alleged 
killer of Martin Luther King.

Attached for approval is a proposed press release con­
cerning Ray’s return to the United States from Britain. It is noted that 
in the second paragraph blank spaces appear. The exact time of Ray's 
release by British authorities to FBI Agents will be inserted in these 
spaces as soon as it is known.

If approved, this release will be issued in Washington, D. C. 
and Memphis, Tennessee, at the time Ray is turned over to Shelby County, 
Tennessee, officials.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

(1) That the attached proposed press release be approved.

»«” HEC-35// - /^ U/~ 41­
(2) The Director is respectfully requested to sign the 

attached, undated letter of transmittal to Mr. Sess i onsUn the .Department. 
The date will be inserted prior to transmittal.

4

(3) That the attached material be expeteu^ytehmwd to 
your (Mr. Bishop's) office for further processing

Enclosures (2V

osures (2)
1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosures (2)

TBC:emm (9)

1 -Mr. DeLoach - Enclosures (2)
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosures (2)

1 - Mr. Rosen - En
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 19, 1968

James Earl Ray, who is charged with the murder of

Martin Luther King, Jr., was returned safely to the United States 

today.

British authorities turned Ray over yesterday evening to 

the custody of FBI Agents, who accompanied him on a nonstop flight 

from London aboard a U. S. Air Force C-135 to Memphis, Tennessee.

The plane left Great Britain at 7:38 p.m., EDT, yesterday 

and arrived at the Memphis Naval Air Station at 4:37 a. m., EDT, 

today.

Upon arrival he was turned over by the FBI to the Shelby 

County, Tennessee, Sheriff’s Office and was lodged in the Shelby 

County jail.

The transportation of Ray to the United States was 

accomplished without incident.

q- 4^4
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MEMORANDUM I?OiLM*L-J^ 
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF PUBLIC tN^^

Attached is a press release concerning the 
return of James Earl Ray to the United States which I thought 
yon might like to make available to the press.

Very truly yours,

John Edgar Hoover 
Director

Enclosure

1 - Mr. DeLoach (detached)
1 - Mr. Bishop (detached)
1 - Mr. Rosen (detached)
1 - Mr. Sullivan (detached)

Tolson ---------------
DeLoach _______  
Mohr___________
Bishop ---------------  
Casper ---------------  
Callahan------------  
Conrad---------------  
Felt -------------------  
Gale------------------  
Rosen ------------- —
Sullivan-------------  
Tavel ----------------- 
Trotter ---------------  
Tele. Room ------ --  
Holmes----- ---------- 
Gandy ----------------

NOTE: See M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo dated 7/17/68, captioned: 
’MURKIN." A
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Department of State TELEGRAM

LIMITED; OFFICIAL USE 466

PAGE 01 STATE 202432
MW ' *

8 7
ORIGIN L ?3 I

INFO EUR [5/SCA 02,PPT 02,JUS 02,£§1 0WRSC 01,7026

DRAFTED BYl lilzscaimbfeldman
APPROVED BYi L- MURRAY J — BELMAN ------
JUSTICE —MR. VINSON (SUBS) o

P 152128Z JUL 68
FM SECSTATE WASHDC
TO AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY

LIMITED OFFICIAL; USE STATE 202432

SUBJECT! RAY EXTRADITION

!• SUGGEST THAT OPERATIVE PORTION SECOND SENTENCE DRAFT 
NOTE BE REVISED AS FOLLOWS! "THE UNITED'ST ATES GOVERNMENT 
HAS: DESIGNATED ANY TWO OR MORE OF fHE FOLLOWING FOURS NAMED 
PERSONS (HERE NAME AGENTS) AS AGENTS TO RECEIVE MR. RAY IN 
THE UNITED KINGDOM UPON THE ISSUANCE OF AN EXTRADITION 
WARRANT BY HER MAJESTY’S PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HOME 
AFFAIRS AND TO CONVEY HIM TO THE UN I TED STATES: AT THE PROPER 
TIME FOR SURRENDER TO THE PROPER AUTHORITIES OF THE STATE OR 
TENNESSEE"AND/OR; THE STaTE OF MISSOURI." THE AGENTS WlLLl CARRY 
THE mi^--PRESIDENTIAL WARRANT. THeIR NAME^TCr^rTROvToEDT 
THROUGH THE LEGAL ATTACHE# RUSK

w^c.r

^^c ^^^^ / ^

NOT RECO^ded^
^L’T^1- *4»68

53#3^ LIMITED .OFFICIAL USE
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4-572 (Rev. 7-18-63)
OMionai foim no. io 
MAY 1**1 COITION 
OSA GIN. MG. NO. 17

5010-10*

The Director

FROM

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

N. P. Callahan

SUBJECT; The Congressional Record

Pa*w isTaM’«^M c^w^mai •mm, (W Oito «r#chKW 
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ma WMtor tatefl A. K-w4y, Mr Brew# mat & '^tfe^ w We* - — 
rp^artatto* uat tto murWr & Dr £ing< al haat my w^ Wo «*wpto<< 
to us tarty stag*# M tw amatoBt ar Bay# tote C samite* sad Amer ha* agm# 
worktop a* tw «a^ were raaartert to to caariaccrt that Ito ae**a*d slayer

: hart Ml> ***** a&ara to «ra#M aroat B^aa^ m Ma **€#<<*«*# as a
■ maali Um« mmteah a to arga^d mt Hay*# ^toWrau wi^a-mU priar to ml* 
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; AM mm mw r$*arv<y det^rmwd mt at imt two mm w^rt mm with W 
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Md 04# ta aaether Mito* aa# tor^iga <$•*$**<!«* to appretoaatoe, d^t^Hm 
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o

In the originalof a merpoKinduiTi captioned and dated as above, the Congressional ^UCttxEif^;,
Record for / /^"^^ was reviewed and pertinent items were ^/;' j^ ot>> _
marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed** .;.

- zm
Ob

u case or subject matter files.
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FD-36 (fiev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 7/18/68

.Transmit the following in_____ _ __________________________________________  
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
AIRTEL AIRMAIL

(Priority)

TO

FROM:

RE: KI

00: Memphis

SAC, ST. LOUIS (44-775)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

7/15/68;
Re KC airtel to Bureau, 7/12/68; Buairtel to KC 

and SL tel to KC, 7/17/68.

RE: CLIFFORD W. EDMONDSON, Air Force 
Service Number 17 460 248

one copy
Enclosed for Bureau and receiving offices are 

each of Special Progress Reports, dated 3/6/61
(consisting 9 pages); 8/11/65; 7/18/67; and Form NR 95-1 
(current data for Restoration, Clemency and Parole Review) 
dated 8/21/67.

File #31463 
(MPRC), St.

On 7/16/68, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, Confinement 
, on file at the Military Personnel Records Center
Louis

he enlisted in U
Mo., for CLIFFORD W. EDMONDSON, revealed 

S. Air Force (USAF) on 6/25/56 and dis-
honorably discharged on 7/26/58 as an Airman Third Class 
pursuant to sentence of a General Court-Martial. However, 
additional records were located and a review on 7/17/68 of 
the USAF service record for CLIFFORD WARDELL EDMONDSON, AF 
17 460 248, indicated that he was honorably discharged and

the

11 ? -r.l tt to,,

2 -
2 -

REC 27i 
(Encl-4)

^6/58 as an Airman First Class at 
rracks, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,U. S. Disciplinary# 

Bureau (Encl-4^^ 

Kansas City (44-760) 
Memphis (Encl-4) 
St. Louis

permanently retired on

Approved: Sent Per :
.gent in ChargeL
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SL 44-775

by reason of physical disability; that the diagnosis in 
his case was "Schizophrenic reaction paranoid type, chronic, 
severe, VA Code 9203, rated at 100%"; that the disability was 
permanent, and that the date he became unfit was about June 
1957. /

He was tried and convicted by a General Court- 
Martial on 12/12/57, for on or about 6/23/57, did at Goose 
Air Force Base, Labrador, with premeditation, murder another 
Airman by means of shooting him with a .45 caliber pistol. 
He was sentenced dishonorably discharge, forfeiture of all 
pay and allowances, and confinement at hard labor for the 
term of his natural life. However, by General Court-Martial 
Order Number 38, dated 10/10/67, funsuant to the direction of 
the Secretary of the Air Force, the findings of guilty and 
the sentence in the general court-martial case of EDMONDSON, 
were set aside. Also, all rights, privileges, and property 
of which EDMONDSON had been deprived by virtue of the findings 
of guilty and sentence were restored. He was released from 
confinement at the Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, 
Springfield, Missouri. ,

Special Progress Report of the U. S. Medical Center, 
Springfield, Mo., revealed the following diagnosis for 
EDMONDSON: "Schizophrenic Reaction, Paranoid Type, Chronic, 
with acute exacerbation as characterized by an individual with 
a life history which demonstrates the incipient seeds of a 
schizophrenic type personality with the evidence of mounting 
paranoid type of reaction throughout the years culminating 
in a gross psychotic disorganization at this time with only 
partial amalloration seen currently." The records further indi­
cated that EDMONDSON had made two Suicide attempts and that in 
1963 electro shock therapy was initiated following self­
mutilation attempt. .

His relatives were listed as JOHN ADAMS, father; 
Mrs. JOHN ADAMS, aka Imogene E. Adams, mother; RICHARD EUGENE 
EDMONDSON, brother; and sister, ALFREDA ADAMS, all of 1315 North 
Lynn St., Independence, Mo. Sister, BESSIE MAE ADAMS, Route #1, 
Box 680, East Prairie. Missouri. EDMONDSON was described as 
Negro male, born , Ehnsas City, Mo., 170-175 pounds,
and 72" tall. Scars and marks were shown as 2" scar over left 
temporal•

- 2 -
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Veterans Administratis Claim Number was shown 
as^^^^H Friends were listed as Mr, FREEMAN JACKSON, 
311 E. Elizabeth, and Miss PAMELA TUCKER, 312 No. Hocker, 
Both Independence, Mo.

No photograph of EDMONDSON was contained in the 
records•
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Edmondson, a 27-yexr old single-Megro male, continues to serve a 35-yaar sentence impciec. 
by military court martial for murder. His adjusted release date ’with ICQt lyd-exbra ^.oca 
trims is b-17-81* Sentence expires full terra on 12-11-92. There are no detainers on fils-

Edmondson continued in residence in the institution’s MaxLaum Security Unit from 5-3-66 
to 8-22-66, at which time he was transferred to a unit of relatively close structure, bv- 
one from which he could lew*'' daily in order'to participate in institutional employment :.d 
other pro prams, During his residence in Maximum Security, he was reviewed on two occasi*-t.p 

. by the Psychiatrics Treatment Planning Council held on 3«l^-67j re.ra.s2£;^stions«^ 
" to a unit of relatively less structure, work assignment as unit Orderly, continue resids. W: 
. on that unit until personnel determine his preparedness to transfer to a more open unit, 

and medication and Federal to Maximum Security physician rklll.be the primary responsible.’.>/ 
of the physician on his unit of residence:.; Since his transfer to a noderat sly struct* irek 
unit, the patients unit supervisor states that he io in fact, no problem co the unit. A 
positive behavioral difference was noted, and he has created no trouble among inmates or 
officers, His attitude toward those with whom ha comes in contact has bean one of coop^? ;- 
tion, Edmondson functioned as ward Orderly until b-27^67. His work supervisor stateri'th : • ■ 
he held duties of general sanitation and performed these duties well* He accepts respos.: .-■ 
bility well although the opinion was presented that his compliance with authority was 
motivated only by necessity, not by willingness. An interest in self-improvement was 12’ 
dicated by his frccucnt studying in the unit.. The education department statea that he 
is-presently enrolled in bookkeeping. Algebra I, and Econcaics# His intentions are aparx't’ 
ly of sell-improvement, and designed to improve occupational skills. Edmondson received 
his high school diploma from the Lake Shore High School in Ury, 1967, Dota IQ score is ‘ ;.. 
On 6-27-67, he was assigned as typist to ths. Parole recons Office. He has thus far 
functioned satisfactorily in that position. This is a job requiring skill as a compeLeut 
typist and recorder* The volume of work is at times quite heavy, and Edmondson has 
handled this challenge well, displaying no evidence of stress. He has received appro, d.- 
mately four visits from family members since the time of his i960 review* The Catholic 
Chaplin states that Edmondson has been attending services every Sunday., He has done von»= 

i sicsuable reading regarding the Catholic Church*

Since hie release front Maximum Security, Edmondson has mode definite attempts to involve 
himself in institution programs which would provide kin: educational and vocational de’*sl{ ;*- 
ment, as ’well as insight into numerous personality problevs„ There is no doubt, much 
manipulative behavior in evidence, however this behavior is directed toward positive pea' 
There has been no re.ort of adverse behavior *dthin the past year, and his kno^n asscui; 
tions are not'with a homosexual dement. His contention is that he is becoming aware thr.
his life will not be spent entirely in penal ins citations, -and the longer his behavior 1; 
adverse, there exists the possibility that bio institution time say Jee extended* Thir 
present aporoach to institutionalisation may ::ell reverse itself in the future throii^ 
psychotic deterioration., however at this time, it is this writers impression that Edn--r.-> 
•sox? is makinr a considerate effort for self—iriorove^euv voc-ui-ionallv, educationally.. r? 
through the acceptance, reluct ant as it msy to, that lie does have psychiatric problsra?: 
Coe-pounded by a great amount of time yet to be served*
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^ii^jiinj^ |
Clifford Edmondson is & 26 year old Negro man who is serving a 
35 year sentence for murder under GCMO #3 ^ #12p» His Lil’s 

~ sentencyo-i^rcdueod on 8-17-6^. His release date with good Sinus
—y^^-.c^QjLL-TT^ ^ full, tern empires 12-11-92® Ke hua no
, rh? a tF.in^r-rrrrr^l;, —“ |

Cl^3 £ egan serving, his senfcer.ee at Leavenworth on Co sorb er 21# 1957. 
xS-^Cno Juno 2". 195?/while Edmondson was sr cloned at Gccae Air |

Base, Lhbrnd:rz he murdered a follow airmen with a J.p calibre I
pistol, Shortly af jpi^h j.<.cnriittca. ths crir^ ho was toon by a ;
psyuhia-rist in Lnbrudcr. who was of the opinion thaw ho was
psychotic snu incompetents Hie diagnosis was schisoyhrjnic |
roavulon. jnrano:8 type, Labor, after transfer- nnowh^r
psychiatrist diagnosed him as suffering from a overa behavior or i
char set. r dis orders and cicss to mild psychosis- and az ccnpotont®
During whs trial the first psychiatrist continued to consider 8
Edmundson psychotic, but changed his thinking that he was then 
comps tent to stand trial*

EdranJoon was transferred to Terra Eauto on August 25, 195? »• Ha 
was unable to adjust to the Ufa there arc was considered a 
disciplinary problem sir: a huy 1960 a In August I960 he was 
placed in sdzi^is era tiro segregation, •share ho remained until 
Sephsmb^r 10 when he was transferred be Leavenworth. Ahi Leavenworth 
he was diagnosed as suffering from, a schisophrenic rjssuiem, 
paranoic typo, acutely J Is’curbed., potentially dangerous- assaultive..

Ho was transferred to the Medical Center on November 23- I960, 
as a certified psych obis patient. He was placed cn the mnninum 
tremtnozo ward, and then eno month later to tie maximum control 
ware, them then until Eebruary 1932 he remained on cither of 
these two wards most of the hl mb , lie was shea transferred to an 
oper ware and rem Ins-5 fur four months® He was given a behavior 
report at this time because ha was cn a ward other than his own.

Nine months later he -/as transferred to cn opan ward, Dr.
Nilefsky$ a psychiatrist, wrote this in a report after Edmundson 
had to co rehouse from ths ward. ‘’’PasLeri continues S3 
schizop*renin raaevion. scbicc^ffectivo typo, much improved. 
Presently is mildly d-grossed following lees of his open ward 
abates after a fight into which he wa: apparently provoked 

\ Unfortucabely his control was poor an? he injured the other 
V<p.it-i'3:iit rachor .badly, Els last fight was about three' yuars ego, 

- yav*r;;hols3S rson on so to t?e£t:v?nt ha 3 boon wyv gooc/ Patient 
bU d^icn&trated a gr^stnr oo.pt.3ley for trust, some evident of 
consolsr.ee, fine smzs capacity to sctnyjledje depression.*

Nins months later ho yco again transferrad t® an open ward (12-26-13;, ?
^lu was assignee to industries on L-9~>y, and was able to maintain
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that Jeb for 5-s months > His progress had been such that he was 
recommended for reduction of* sentence which was granted (to 35 
years). '

On .June 13 ^ 19^4 ^ he was ramoved froh certified psychotic statuse 
In Hay 196g he received his high school diploma as a result of* 
much concerted efforts

On 3-‘31~6U ho was trans for.rod to the riarimun treatment ward 
because he was beeo/iing eimat!orally hpoet and needed closer 
structure* He h^c rocaivcd no bohuvior roper t at this tires5 but 
it was felt to be to his her. of it to place bin in a Id 33 threatening 
arsa.. At first thia was difficult for Edmondson to understand 
cut curing the enduing months hs has soon the advisability of the 
rows.

Edmondson was placed in individual th©ropy with the writer, a 
psychiatric social, worker, in February 1935s At first the hours 
i srs bi-weekly, but in the vast four month*? weekly interviews have 
b e on mint a inch ®

On M^rch 12, 1135? Edmondson had'again become depressed and it was 
ns earsary to place han on the maximum trerbi^nt ward. Treat 
precautions are always taken whoa ho begins showing suicidal 
tendencies., since he bus almost suocsssx'ully taken his Life on

_jp7p different occasions On ono occasion he Jumped fren tho second 
story pier onto his head* Another time be slit his throat with 
a rar or» He baa been in a more open ward in the security unit 
since Moy I;, 1965- He was assigned to tho industries7 brush.
fasaery on that ware on July 23, 1965®

The var-j personnel, including the doctor^ recognise the progress 
this nan has made and believe that this has come about through a 
change of attitude toward himself and others. His chart indicates 
that ho is getting along well with both patients and stiffs He 
has a sense of humor and a sens a cf fair play*

Through awareness of himself as a person and insight therapy this 
man has di neon tin;; ec hornasexual activities during the,., past 6 
months a It is this miter-3 contention that this van’s identity 
was tied up with a ncnvcbiually based conflicts The homosexual 
acting out was the ■symptom. The transference relationship with 
the iriuaiv •?. woman, has also aided in thia reworking of 
identification.. It rcmkr.s to be seen whether the separation from 
the writer- who is leaving soon, will affect thiSe *

Finonds m*; nggronsivo behavior cf the past baa boon a defanao against 
depression.., This was hire tied in wish his foiling cf nnniinass^ 
wad that ho was hiding tee fact that lie wau s sensitive person* 
Tire ugh recomition with the therapist th?/; in is alright to bo 

5:13 truw crl? he hue tc22 able, ah least for the present. to drop
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■44-HQ-38861-£4925*

ATTENTION

FBI/DOJ

BEFORE CHANGING CLASSIFICATION 
OR PROCESSING ANY DOCUMENT 
FROM THIS FILE FOR RELEASE TO 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC, CONTACT 
FOI/PA SECTION UNIT D, EXT. 5767.
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AUG 8 1968

David K. E• Bruce 
Ambassador .

4 NOT D^ORDED 
aug a bed

July 18, 1968

Honorable j. Edgar ■ Hoover '■ \- ..., /■ ' aS' / " ' .aa
Director A- • •'. -
Federal Bureau of In vest igatiph 
Washington, D. C. . A. ' : ..,A < Aaa."

Dear Mr. Hoover: •’ . A a A A' • ^ <^

I would like to take this opportunity of expressing my 
sincere thanks;for the outstanding manner in which 
Mr. John Minnich, Legal Attache of the Embassy, has 
conducted himself concerning the extradition of James 
Earl Ray4 I know this has been a most difficult case 
to handle on all sides and Mr. Minnich has worked very 
closely with the Consul General of the Embassy, the 
Deputy Chief of Mission and myself. He has proved to 
be an excellent officer at the Embassy not only with * 
respect to this particular case but in the years he 
has 'been "assigned here. " 'A;. - ■. , • ■;•/.■• a 1 .• ■ ■• Ay

I am glad to have Mf. Minnich as a member of my official 
family and wish to commend him for his superior 
contributions. A aAa'aaV^^^^^^^^ - A ' A •
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Sincerely yours,




