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Date: August 12, 19€8

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM CEHICAGC (44-1114)

SUBJECT:  ymyrn

Re Jackson airtel to Bureau dated August

Znclosed herewith to Bureau (8 copies) and lle
is an insert disclosing results of an interview with
WILLETT at Joliet, Illinois.

inclosed for the Atlanta Division is Z copies of above
sert and one photograph of JAMIS LOBZ
reference.

Y ,\,lk}
A CLOBY>
(S—Bureau (&8 (Encl ;»Kéy“
2-Memnhis (44-1937) (mm) (End. 15)
o-Atlanta (44-2386) (INFO) () (Encl, 3)

2~Chicago R

GHB:prk . SIS,

) NGT booe”
a4 AUG 1o -

| L (ww‘% t uLg" u

Approved:

/l Agent in Charge

e e
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Brothers
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Religion
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JAMES
61027
Mate

‘W‘n e

ROBERT WILLETT

anisvayiTe, ATabama

N
O

31 pounds
Braown
Brown
Numerous tattoepsg on
277341 B
Fngelish
Married,
Divorceoed
one

1058,
1064

Kennett,

Consiruct ton

Two

Que

Thyeo

Baplist

NIX yvears

Mrs . BERTHA WILLETT
522 Vightland, Elgin

mother

GENE (MARTHA) SEELTON,
ITiinois

Mrs .,
Ccaryentersville,

30YD,
and,

siste
T
L

Blgin,
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DULIT A ACTRS
CEUTAACTES

Ty by g T

madao availah'. o cony of o Class i

1967 , T AT tiors of

o Moev T T e

moate s Tadther who owned
the yrvesent

Lime fhe oirmat : ,
of the family is scattered, with =ome of the «iblings living in Vis-
sissippi, and Missouri, while ihace of them reside n Illinoils, Ap-
parently both of (he »narents had prior marriages;therc is at least
one half-brother who is reported 1o be a policeman in Toledo, Ohio,
The inmate denies that other members of his immediate family have
been involved in criminality. Following his father's death, the in-
mate was raised alternately by his mother and Ly the older brother in
Deering, Missouri. According to the inmate, he gets along well with
all the other family members. The fomily economic status was considerecd
to bo below average, The inmate grew un mostly arounnd Gunison, MiSe--
sis=ippi, where he attended publiic =chool to about tue sixth grade,
About this time he was in a4 =erious c¢ay accident and bhectuse 1is
grades were poor and he was o <disciplinary problem, hie dropped out of
school, Ye adwmits that he is unahle to read very well at this time,

CIv and the yoot

The inmate did considerable farm work in the South before beginning
his several periods of incarceration, He married in 1958, in Ken-
nett, Missouri, onliy about a month and a hall atter his discharge
from the iississippi State Prison., One child has heen born to this
union, a son who is eight vears old. 7The inmate says his wife was
only fifteen years old when they married and he was Twanty-three
years of age. There has been considerable marital dissension due

to difficulty with him getting along with her family. Also, the
inmate descr ibes some problems relating to his desire to be away
from home a great deal and '"'chasing around”. Although we do not
have verification, the inmate suaid he ¢ot along well whilce hewas at
the State Penitentizrv in Parchman, Mississippl, where he was sent
when he was mneteen years old, Tle says that he and three associates
had broken into a store. He says all of his work was on the farm
and despite having a few fights, he considered his adjustment record
satisfactory. This inmate also served at the State Penitentdiary ot
Jetferson City, Missouri, for {forgery, but while assigned to an
Iionor Farm at that Institution, he escaped and received an additional
sentence period., Iuside the walls he worked in the Soap Factlory,
Cannery and Block Factory. Betiween incarcerations the inmate has
worked as a construction laborer and has (ravelled around the country
a great deal, He was in Texts in 1965, then to Missouri, and back
to Illinois. He was again in ¥igin, IX1linois, for only three months
when he was arrested on the in<*oni charges, In respect to his
orinking activities, the inmate <ayvs he occasionally drinke
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not feel thatl thils hhe narticuloerly interfcred with

k. e does 2dmit that therce mav he some relationshiv be-~

hie dvnkiang and : sh, Yo devies any usae of narcotics

savs MPaie gambling has not been henvy, Ledisure time activities

1%

caricipating in sporis, fishing and hunting,

3 R S

Povyeonality

This is a slender, wirv 31 veoar
had majoxr senitences previously for forgery,
He i oa quit

backeground of heavy drinking He imnreseces
motivated, irrespounsible individual who is ni
interview situation but usually does pretiy much as he pleases and
drifts along in life without much ambition or long range goals., He
has a number of yather grotesque tattoos on his person which gener-
ally detracts from his appearance, He is of dull normal intelligence,
according to the psychological screening report. Based upon his
background in other institutions, it is quite possible he might have
a difficult time serving this sentence.

e unstable indivicdunl with very

Classification

Group III. Without neced for mcntal treatment and not
mentally retarded., Inadequate 2nd unstable personality with per-
iodic alcotolism. Doubtfully improvable offeunder. Doubtful
prognosis, Dull normal intelligence.™




Interview of JAMES RODUERT WILIUTT, also known as "'Crazy
WILLIL™, "iMiss:ssippi” S

JAMES RORERT WILIWTT iJr(c‘ nwumber 61027, ISP, Joliet
Brnnch Joiliet, Illinois, advisad ihai he is sometimes referred
as Lva v WILLIE" and ”Mib&;gsér“'" it advised as {ollows:

He was an inmate at the issouri 3tate Penitentia
at Jefferson City “k souri, frman>roxim.tely December }
March 173, 1965, 1h110 at VSP hoe never had any nersonal
JANVES EA&L RHAY, although he Leolieves he knew who RAY was oy
The nrison population at MOP apnvoxinated 24C0.  He had no
portunity to meet RAY pricr to iS5 or aflter he Teft because
arrested at Blageville, Arkansas, on or about January 11,
before RAY escaped from MSP,

WILLETT said thai while at MSP he celled in "C" house
and worked in the Soup Factory, Block Plant and Farm, He formed
a close relationship with ancather inmate, RAY CURTIS, whom heé
would see for extended periods on weekends in the yard, He never
was assigned to the same cell house or work assignment with CURTIS
or for that matter with RAY.

CURTIS, to his knowledge, always occupied 2 one-man cell,
CURTIS was in '"J" cell house "efore going to the farm and in "GV
or "F'" cell house after he returned from the farm, CURTIS was as-
signed to the "Tag Plant'" and farm,

WILLETT stated that some time before his release from
MSP he had a falling out with CURTIS, when CURTIS "s{ooled” on
him over an incident that had taken place

WILLETT satd that he can recall no onverstaion transpiring
in his presence while at MSP to the effect that President JOHN F,
KENNEDY had a "bounty" on his head or that Reverend MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., had "bounty' on his head. ¥Ye knew of no conversation to
the cftfect that the "KKK of the South' had raised monc, to assass=i-
nate KING and never was privy to any conversttion in this matter.

WILLETT denied knowing a CHARLES WILLIKE or a A, D, CART
WRIGHRT, owners of a houseboat. WILLETT stated that when he was
released from HMSP he went to his sisters, Mrs., LLOYD BOYD, Clarks-
caie, and staved with her for approximately seven weeks, e was
employed at "Billups'" Service Station, Route 61, as a night man
from 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m, Ilie spent his leisure time infe taverns
in the Clarksdale arca, He said that he had never had occasion to
go te the Mississippi River.

After leaving Clarksdale, he went to longview, Texas,
Cor anprowlmately three months, where he was émployed by '"Miles
{iigh Line” Construction Company,., ¢ resided at 413 Green Street,
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8/12/68

1l - Mr, Long

To: SAC, Miami (44-1854)
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

In view of the alleged mental condition of
Mrs. Margaret Capomacchia, mother of Kathleen Ainsworth,
and in view of the past performance of the informant,
Miami should have no further contact with the former
informant in regard to the information that Kathleen
Ainsworth and five other individuals were involved in the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.

In view of the fact that in interview with
Mrs., Capomacchia she denies any knowledge of this alleged
participation in the assassination and refuses to
discuss it, receiving offices should conduct no further
investigation in this aspect.

If any further information comes to your
attention regarding this, you should notify the Bureau
of same, submit your recommendations and take no further
action.

,
; N
1 - SAC, Jackson (157-9586 [0_34 —
1 - SAC, Memphis (44-1987)
AUG 13 1968

s v EX-100 T e

Jotson NOTE: See memo Rosen to DelLoach, dated 8A42/68, captioned

Del.oach

Mohr MURK IN, REL:cs,
Bishop

Casper _,"
Callahan o

Conrad ,( ¢
Felt i by £
Gale ";w *
Hosen 4
Sullivan ¥ P
Tavel

Trotter

T Rgoyt ——
2§35:MG 1‘9‘4968!‘\4 C] TELETYPE UNIT D

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



e;‘o o 0060

F B
Date:  8/7/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL AIRMAIL

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MOBILE (157-2627) (P)

SEBJECT: MURKIN e
CR S

Re Miami teletype to the Bureau, 8/2/68, setting
forth information to Miami by WILLIAM SOMERSETT concerning
MARGARET CAPOMACCHIA.

Mobile was requested to be alert as to activities
of SIDNEY C, BARNES who reportedly was leaving for Jackson,
Miss., 8/2/68.

SIDNEY CROCKETTE BARNES, 1379 East Ridera Drive,
Mobile, Ala., is a bombing suspect of the Mobile Office
and his activity has been covered in the past month by four
different neighborhood sources. No information has been
reported by these sources to indicate that BARNES was away.
from his residence just prior to or subsequent to the murder
of MARTIN LUTHER KING., These sources have furnished. ro ‘
information indicating that THOMAS A, TARRANTS, III or
KATHLEEN AINSWORTH had stayed at the BARNES' residence.

In the late afternoon of 8/2/68, neighborhood
source, Mrs. MARY LONGCRIER, 1382 East Riviera Drive,
telephonically advised that at about 5:20 PM that date she
had observed BARNES in his stationwagon which vehicle
appeared to be packed as if BARNES was moving from the
residence. She did not see Mrs. BARNES on that occasion.

3 - Bufoal" pe-

" - Jackson i157-9586)

2 - Memphis (44-1987)

2 - Miami (44-1854)

4 - Mobile (2 - 174-71)
(2 - 157-494)

JTB:crb

(13) L
Approved: W ’IV/

v {u S | kgl AgentkinLChGrge
' Sf;nu‘J‘, £ﬁ58
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MO 157-2627

On the morning of 8/5/68, Mrs. LONGCRIER advised
that BARNES had returned to his residence at 4 PM, Sunday,
8/4/68, and had left about 5 AM, 8/5/68, apparently enroute
to work.

On 8/5/68, nelghborhood source, Mrs. GERALDINE
WILKINSON, 1383 East Riviera Drive, advised that both Mr.
and Mrs. BARNES, according to Mrs. WILKINSON's daughter,
were at their residence late in the afternocon of Sunday,
8/4/68, and left in their stationwagon which was loaded
down. She had not seen them on the morning of 8/5/68.

It appears that BARNES may be moving, possibly to
Miss., since he works in Miss. His activiities are belng
followed in order to determine whether or not he moves and
to determine any contacts which may have a bearing on this
case.,
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FD-3o " 5-22-64)
y

FBI
Date;: 7/15/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

ATRTEL

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

LEGAT, PARIS (100-2082) (RUC)

e < ‘
/7// SUBJECT:, MURKIN _.
(00~ ME)

ReBucab to Paris 7/12/68.

The following items have been furnished to the
Bureau by Paris regarding investigation conducted in Portugal:

1. Application for new passport and related
papers furnished by Canadian Embassy,
Lisbon, Portugal.

Entry and exit cards and hotel registration
card furnished by Portuguese Police.

These documents, returned to Paris with FBI

Laboratory report dated 6/18/68, have all

been returned to the original contributors

_ and they were requested to retain them for

Z _~ "“possible future use if needed and copies were
e %;;Liﬁ retained by the FBI Laboratory.

VXS

Bureau

(1 - Liaison Section)

(1 - Memphis, 44-1987, Info.)
1 - Paris :
NWP:eim
(6)

REC-34

AIRTEL

- o)
Leet
I

AppiMed:

53AU 6 ? O“gGg’eCiGl Agent in Charge
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PAR 100-2082

3. Paris LHM dated 6/13/68. /
4. Paris LHM dated 6/18/68.
5. Paris LHM dated 6/2u4/68.

6. Paris LHM dated 7/1/68.

All of the above material may be furnished to
Tennessee authorities for official use in connection with the
trial but the information should not be released to the public
domain unless necessary through normal judicial procedure.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) . .

FBI
Date: 7=-29-68

Transmit the following i

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR COURIER
(Priority)

Director, FBI (44-38861)
Legat, Ottawa (44-4) (P)

MURKIN

ReBUcab 7-24-68,

There is set forth below a list of reports received
from the RCMP in this investigation, all or any portion of
which may be made available to Tennessee authorities, The
items are listed in the order by date they were forwarded to
the Bureau,

Date Sent
Description Date of Report Bureau

Report RCMP "C" Division,

Montreal 4-18-68 4-22-68
Report RCMP "C'" Division,

Montreal 4-19-68 4-24-68
Report RCMP Sub-Division,

London, Ontario 4-18-68 4-26-68
Report of RCMP "C" Division,

Montreal 4-22-68 5-6-68
Report RCMP "C" Division,

Montreal 4-26-68 5-6-68
Report RCMP "C" Division,

Montreal . 9-2-68 5-17-68
Report of RCMP "C" Division, Q%

Montreal A 5-3-68 5-17-68
Report of RCMP "C'" Division, %/

Montreal : -
Report of RCMP "C" Divisioﬂaiﬂ-3§

Montreal -
Report of RCMP Sub-Division, . )

Quebec City 5-9-68" © v 5-22-68

7-68 5-17-68

13-68 " T w1768

5 — Bureau (1 cc - Liaison Direct) -
"1 cc - Memphis (44-1987)
+—O0FF
MLI:jhc
Approvéde:)
- .sopagial Agent in Charge
1558
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Description

Report of RCMP London,
Ontario, Sub-Division

Report of RCMP "C'" Division,
Montreal

Report of RCMP Detachment,
Windsor, Ontario

RCMP "A" Division report,
Ottawa, Ontario

Report of RCMP "C" Division,
Montreal

Report of RCMP "C" Divigion,
Montreal

Report of RCMP "A" Division,
Ottawa

Report of RCMP Sub-Division,
London, Ontario

RCMP Headquarters Criminal
Investigation Branch letter

RCMP "C'" Division report,
Montreal

Report of RCMP "C" Division,
Montreal

Report of RCMP Detachment,
Hamilton, Ontario

Report of RCMP '"O" Division,
Toronto, Ontario

Report of RCMP '"C" Division,
Montreal

Report of RCMP Sub-Division,
London, -Ontario

Report of RCMP "C" Division,
Montreal

Report of RCMP "C" Division,
Montreal

Report of RCMP "C" Division,
Montreal

Report of RCMP "C'" Division,
Montreal

Letter from RCMP, Toronto,
Ontario, to Ontario
Provincial Police

RCMP report from "O" Division,
Toronto

Report of RCMP "C'" Division,
Montreal

Date of Report

5-14-68
5~16-68
5-27-68
6-1-68
5-27-68
5-~-28-68
6-5-68
5-~-30-68
6~13-68
6-~7-68
6-7-68
6-6-68
6-~13-68
6-~13-68
6-17-68
6-14-68
6-17-68
7-4-68

6-28-68

7-~16-68
7-12-68

7-9-68

Date Sent
Bureau
5-24-68
5-24-68
6-4-68

My telex 6-4-68
6-7-68
6-7-68
6-7-68
6-11-68
6-13-68
6-17-68
6-17-68
6-18-68
6-18-68
6-20-68
6-21-68
6-24-68
7-8-68
7-15-68

7-16-68

7-19-68
7-23-68

7-25-68

It should be noted that enclosures to my airtel 6-3-68,

may also be utilized.,

These were(a)Kennedy Travel Bureau letter

to Passport Office 4-17-68; (b) application for passport executed
by Sneyd 4-16-68; (c) Statutory Declaration in Lieu of Guarantor

-2 -
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executed by Sneyd 4-16-68; (d) Passport photograph attached
to application by Sneyd,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Form DJ-150
(Ed. 4-26-65)_ . .

UNILED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum

: Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

FROM ¢ Fred M, Vinson, Jr.
Assistant Attoraey General
Criminal Division

SUBJECT: Agsassination of
Martin Luther King, Jr,

This will acknowledge your memorandum of July 26,
1968, titled as above.

It may well be that Mr, Canale, the State Attorney
General of Shelby County, Tennessee, will wish to examine
!Items I and 6 listed in that memorandum, I would doubt
'that he would have use for the other material, but would
xappremate it if you would make known to him its availability.

I spoke to Mr, Canale several weeks ago, and he
indicated to me that he would soon commence trial prepara-
tion, A substantial amount of the evidence which [ am sure
he will want to produce at trial comes about through the
intensive FBI investigation into this matter, as well as FBI
|laboratory work, I would suggest that it might be timely

ito have Mr., Jensen, SAC in Memphis, contact Mr, Canale
'to be sure that he is aware of the scope and extent of the
federal investigation and to proffer him whatever assistance
{ |he requires,

e e e sl g
RAB[55 /nfé /r@m? S

L i
oge® .
5C&ﬁz“ﬂ \
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Sunday
July 28, 1968

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I just finished reading an article entitled '"The
Greatest Manhunt in Law Enforcement History' by Jeremiah
O'Leary of the Washington Star in August 1968 Readers Digest.
I was appalled at the amount of evidence against the suspect
that is revealed in this article. This certainly does not seem
in keeping with the tight security usually practiced by your
bureau. I am as anxious as any American citizen to see that
the likes of this suspect are brought to a speedy justice. In
view of the fact that this man has not even been brought to trial
it would seem to me that this article and the information in it
refering to the F.B.I. would be termed very predjudicial.

I hope you don't feel this to be a crank letter, as
I am truly concerned about the article. Could you please take
|a moment to explain this to me?
Sincerly
Vernon Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Hill

622 Garrett Street
Brawley, Calif. 92227

COPY:nm

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Tolson
Del.oach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sulli Y
Tave

Trottow® & €%

Tele. Room

Holmes

Gandy
/ \
/

Mr.. Tol sorfle"_

Y

Mz, Béldach
{?ﬁo S
r. Bl -
‘ Mr. Cdsper
\// Mr. Callahan
Mr. Conrad
Mr. Felt
. Mr. Gale
<{"’ Mr. Rosen
W Mr. Sullivan
August 1, 1968 Mr. Tavel
Mr. Trotter
Tele. Room
Miss Holmes ____
Miss Gandy

gt

Mr! Vernon Hill

§22 Garrett Street
Brawley, California 92227

Dear ir., Hill:

1 have received your letter dated July 28, 1968,
and want to assure you that the FBI did not participate in the ~
preparation of the article by Jeremiah G'Leary which appears
in the August, 1968, issue of '""The Reader's Digest.' Independent
investigations made by news reporters do nct, of course, have any
connection with official investigations conducted by the FBi.

)

Since James Earl Kay was one of our "Ten Most
‘Wanted Fugitives, ' the "Bl did issue biographical and descriptive
data last spring intended to aid in his apprehension. All of that
information conformed to the guidelines laid down by the Attorney
General and was approved by the Department of Justice.

The interest which prompted you to write me con-
cerning this matter is indeed appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
J. Edgar H\)ovw‘

1 - Mr. Deloach
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Rosen

NOTE: Vernon Hill of Brawley, California, is not identifiable in Bufiles.

The article to which he refers deals with the identification and apprehension
of James Earl Ray in the Martin Luther King murder case. O'Leary's article
consists primarily of previously published material, together with information
furnished by the Canadians and British to representatives of '"The Reader's
Digest." The article is not attributed to the FBI. :

GWG:mac (8) )3

b4

i

MAIL ROOM l:] TELETYPE UNIT l:]
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r. Conrad
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. Rosen

. Sullivan -
. Tavel
Mr. Trotter
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- August 7, 1968 - -~ &
GENERAL INVES’I'IGAG.E DIVISICN

This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The attached is in response to our
inquiry of 8-1-68, concerning the memo of
Mr. Vinson of 7-31-68, giving us authority
to furnish documents to Mr. Phil M. Canale,
Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby County,
Tennesseee, as given to us by British
authorities. This memo of Mr. Vinson was
not clear, and he advised on 8-1-68, he would
send us another memo clarifying his memo
of 7-31-68, and respond to our other memos
requesting him to advise us if he desired
pertinent investigative reports be furnished
Mr. Canale.

We will disseminate the reports and
will advise Mr. Vinson in writing that this
is being done in accordance with his
instrechionss Ve AR IR IR RRY o
1 \?isreelﬁgt iII;ISea,YLScotland Yard and will so

REL:hw / A : A
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Form DJ-:50
(Ed. 4-T657  “o. '
'UNITED STATES GOVE®NMENT

Memorandum

Director
Fedzral Bureau of Investigation

v,
FROMX/ Fred M. Vinson, ]r,
Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

144-72-662

SUBJECT: Agsassination of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

This is in further reference to my memorandum of
July 31, 1968, and my telephone conversation with Special
Ageat Long of August 1, 1968, concerning the pending state
prosecution of James Earl Ray.

I assume that SAC Jensen has had an opportunity
to contact Mr. Canale, the State Attorney General of Shelby
County, Tennessee, and has apprised him of the scope and
extent of the federal investigation. '

1 This will authorize you to release all results of

your investigation to Mr. Canale which are relevant for

trial purposes, provided you have determined that such
release will not disclose the identity of confidential informants
or confidential investigative techniques, This cooperation

is deemed to be in the best interests of justice,

This will also acknowledge your memorandum of
August 5, 1968, titled as above. This will advise that the
' report obtained from New Scotland Yard may be disseminated
! to Mr. Canale.

In connec tion with Document No. 9 appended to that
report, I note that "Sneyd's'" possessions, as listed, include
one Barclays Bank slip in name of Sneyd. I would appreciate

being informed what sort of bank transactlon 1S represented
by this document. IR/

r°' o -’ ;o -~ DRV & N o~ U B
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Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. August 8, 1968
Assistant Attorney General

Director, FBI 1 - Mr. Long
/

s r L
—a

ASSASSINATI ON OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In accordance with your instructions contained
in your memorandum of August 6, 1968, we are disseminating
the following reports to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State
Attorney General of Shelby County, Tennessee:

Report of Special Agent Henry A. Snow dated
April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama;

Report of Special Agent Joe C. Hester dated
April 17, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee;

Report of Special Agent Alan G. Sentinella
dated April 18, 1968, at Atlanta, Georgisa;

Report of Special Agent Leroy W. Sheets
dated April 18, 1968, at Los Angeles,
California;

VAR Report of Special Agent Stephen M. Callender
MAILED 7 dated April 29, 1968, at New Orleans,
AUGS 1868 Louisiana;

COMM-FB! Report of Special Agent Joe C. Hester dated
- April 30, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee;

Report of Special Agent John L. Puddister
dated May 2, 1968, at Jackson, Mississippi;

Report of Special Agent Howard H. Rice dated
May 13, 1968, at Newark, New Jersey;

Report of Special Agent Raymond B. Howe dated
May 15, 1968, at Kansas City, Missouri; and

Tolson
DelLoach

Moht Report of Special Agent Raymond B. Howe dated
pehop June 14, 1968, at Kansas City, Missouri.

Casper

Callahan

REL:cS / |

Gale (4) . X ; L 5 : .
Sentoen Y R . SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.,,

Tavel

Trotter \q s
Tele. Room ? p ot )
Holmes LAy

VI
Gandy maiL room [ teLerype unit (] M’ ‘
50 A6 27 1966
O A
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Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr.

We are also providing Mr. Canale with the original
documents provided to us by the British authorities in
regards to the extradition proceedings of James Earl Ray
and the most recent report of New Scotland Yard.

NOTE: See memo Rosen to DeLoach, dated 8/8/68,
- captioned MURKIN, REL:cs.
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6-94 (Rov, 1-31-63) .

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-100
MAY 1942 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Assistant Attorney General DATE:  August 14, 1968
Civil Rights Division

ATTENTION: Mr. Pollak
Director, FBI

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Reference 1s made to memorandum dated

(your file

There is enclosed one copy of YAL/FLLLLYL/ 67/ BPELXLY
VIS IIN a memorandum dated 8/12/68
at Birmingham .

A. [:] This covers the preliminary investigation and
no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. The investigation 1s continulng and you will
be furnished copies of reports as they are received.

C. [ ] The investigation requested by you has now
been completed, Unless advised to the contrary no further in-
quiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [ ] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart-
ment, no investigation will be conducted In this matfer unless
specifically directed by the Department.

E. [ ] Please advise whether you desire any further in-
vestigation.

F. This 1s submitted for yocur Information and you
will be advised of further developments:

G. This 1s submltted for your information and no
further 1nvestigatlion will be conducted unliess specifically re-
quested by the Department.

H. [ ] This covers the receilpt of a complaint and no
further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department
so directs,.

Enc NOTE: In a conversation between Mr. Stephen J. Pollak and
Special Agent Richard E. Long on August 9, 1968, Mr. Pollak was
informed that im view of the fact it has not as yet been
determined if Federal process will be dismissed, we are alerting

NO'PE CONTINUED - OVERo . s
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NOTE CONTINUED:

the Birmingham authorities of the threats made to Donald Wood
and in view of the fact of the Tennessee authorities
prosecuting Ray on State charges, we are also notifying
Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby
County, Tennessee, of these telephone calls. Mr., Pollak
advised he did not desire any further action, however,

he would desire that our Birmingham Office apprise the
United States Attorney in Birmingham of the calls and the
fact that the FBI is comducting no investigation.

Mr. Pollak also stated that if Mr. Wood further informs
the FBI of any threatening calls received by Donald Wood,
they should be channelized in this same manner.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-38 (Hev.e 22648

L 4

FBl
Date: 8/12/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL ATRMAIL
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P)

MURKIN
CR
00: BH

Enclosed are five copies of letterhead memorandum
suitable for dissemination, setting forth information
received from Mr, BOB WOOD, owner of Aeromarine Supply
Company, Birmingham, Alabama.

Information contained in this letterhead
memorandum has been furnished to Chief of Police,
Birmingham, and Sheriff, Jefferson County, Alabama,

lec: AAG Civil Rights Division

Form &.y4 }f), =
Mo el ]o.
L cc CWIL RIBNTS UNiT o

auG 14 ms2

C. C. » BisFop EX-100

2 AUG 14 1958

Lé)— Bureau (Enc. 5)

2 - Birmingham AQZCCEZ}
NPS:epg

(5) n

FRRI AN N VATIER S It
N7

N A

Approved: i ;7 .

i SRk t i al Agent in Charge
%'QZ [ERS R S 8
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Birmingham, Alabama

File No.

August 12, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY;
REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
Civil Rights

AN

.

™~

On August 9, 1968, Mr. Bob Wood, Owner of
Aeromarine Supply Company, advised the Birmingham Office
of the FBI that he and his son have been receiving
threatening telephone calls for the past few weeks,
especially since an article appeared in the "Birmingham
News' under Tom Lankford's byline wherein he indicated
that Don Wood was to be the government's principal witness
in the trial of James Earl Ray.

Wood stated that since the publication of this
article, his son has received several telephone calls of
an anonymous hature wherein the caller states, 'You will

not live to testify in this trial" and '"You will not live
to go to court."”

Wood stated also that earlier this date one of
his employees received an anonymous telephone call from
an individual whom, she believed to be a Negro, who
advised that he was a member of the "Black Pamphlets"
(presumably Panthers) which was ''black power', The caller
stated, "You'd better stock up with sawed-off shotguns
because we are going to burn you out."”

Wood indicated that he did not fear for the
personal safety of either his son or himself, but he did
want to make these threatening calls a matter of record.
He advised that he had already reported these calls to
the local authorities.

la RNl
sl

ENCLOSUR
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RE: JAMES EARL RAY;
REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Civil Rights

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and
its contents are not to be distributed outside

your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
G, 5. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATION SECTION
AUG 121958

: TELETYPE
FBI WASH DC

449

PM URGENT 8-12-§8 DJM
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561)  (2PP)

“MURKIN,

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR DATED AUGUST TEN, . .

-,

 LAST,

ROBERT RIZZI, DEPUTY, MADISON COUNTY SHERIFF ‘S OFICE,

EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ADVISED AUGUST TWELVE, INSTANT,

DELMAR GRINDSTAFF, BELIEVED ARRESTED BY THAT DEPARTMENT

FOR POSSESSION OF SAWED OFF SHOTGUN IN COLLINSVILLE,

ILLINOIS, HE ADVISED THAT HE BELIEVED GRINDSTAFF ARRESTED

IN THE COMPANY OF JOHN MC CLINTOCK, RIZZI ADVISED HE WOULD

OBTAIN ALL THE INFORMATION HIS OFFICE HAS ON GRINDSTAFF

AND FURNISH IT TO THE FBI., RIZZI FURTHER ADVISED THAT

VILLIE LEE HAS AW APPOINTNENT WITH THE PYBLIC DEFEWDER, /.

ROBERT TRONE, MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE, ON THE MORNING

OF AUGUST SIXTEEN, MEXT, EXACT TIME UNKNOWN, oz huu L4 1908
SPRINGFIELD WILL ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW WILLIE L jai

END PAGE ONE

D3AUG2 01968
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PAGE TWO
MADISON COUNTY COURT HOUSE IN EDWARDSVILLE, ILLINOIS, ON

AUGUST SIXTEEN, NEXT, AND WILL OBTAIN INFORMATION PERTAINING
TO DELMAR GRINDSTAFF. WILL KEEP BUREAU ADVISED OF DEVELOP-
MENTS, P,

END,

GMA
FB1 WASH DC
X
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b REQEAN "0 sagpe s g
oo PERARY rp i

COMMUNICA T~
TEILETYv iz

e

FB1 WASH DC

FBI SPRNGFLD

540PM URGENT B8-13-68 DJK
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)
FROM(SPRINGFIELD (44-561)

MURKIN

RE SPRINGFIELD TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED AUGUST TWELVE, LAST.
SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR - C ADVISED HE HAD BEEN UNABLE TO GATHER

FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND ASSOCIATES.

HE ADVISED HE WOULD CONTINUE TO DEVELOP INFORMATION THAT WOULD AIR\IN
THE INVESTIGATION OF THE BANK ROBBERY OF THE BANK OF ALTON,

WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO INTERVIEW WILLIE LEE AND OTHER
ASSOCIATES OF HAROLD COVINGTON AND WILL KEEP THE BUREAU ADVISED,

AIRMAIL COPIES OF THIS TELETYPE HAVE BEEN SENT TO CHICAGO,
MEMPHIS, AND ST. LOUIS.,

CoRRT LINE 4, WORD TT; “Atp™—
REG-1

B AUC 15 10
JTM 1968

L JE R,
B —

FBI WASH DC

6 7 AUG 261968
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SAC, Phoenix ~ August 14, 1968
b

.

]
FBI

Director, (44-38861) —

" ! MURKIN
. .

i

Enclosed you will find two copies of a Departmental
letter dated August 9, 1968, together with two copies of
its enclosures.

You should with three days of receipt of this
letter interview Waltep~Brumby, Box 552, Bisbee, Arizona
and conduct appropriate investigation from the results of
the interview.

Based upon available data no information recorded
in Bureau files regarding Walter Brumby.

6

P R N

|

MAILED 9
AUG 147568
COMM-FBI

71
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