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" MURKIN

RE SI TEL TO BUREAU AUGUST SIXTEEN LAST.

SI ONE SIX ONE FOUR DASH C ADVISED TODAY HE HAS BEEN
UNABLE TO DATE TO CONTACT SOURCES BELIEVED ABLE TO PLACE
JOHN MC CLINTOCK, HAROLD RICHARD COVINGTON AND DELMAR
GRINDSTAFF IN ALTON ON JULY THIRTEEN NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN
AND TO ATTEST TO CLOTHING WORN BY COVINGTON AND GRINDSTAFF
ON THAT DATE. REG-SL /.

PUBLIC DEFENDER ROBERT TRONE STATES WILLIE LEE HAS NOT
CONTACTED HIM AND HE COULD NOT REACH LEE WHEN HE ATTEMPTED
TO CONTACT HIM AT KNOWN TELEPHONE NUMBERS.
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MAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO, MEMPHIS AND ST. LOUIS,
END. —
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FROM

SUBJECT :

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION
» GSA GEN REG. NO. 27 :

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Mr, Mohr paTe: 8/20/68

N. P. Callahan,. .’

MURKIN - COST DATA

In connection with our investigation concerning the death of
Martin Luther King, Jr., there is set forth below the estimated cost to
the Bureau through the close of business July 31, 1968,

)'

,u:

/' “

The total estimated cost is $1,271,178, A peak of 3,075 field
agents was assigned to this case and 5,380 hours of unpaid overtime have
been performed. Bureau and personally owned automobiles have been
driven an estimated 475,510 miles,

ACTION:

None; informational,

1 - Mr, DeLoach (sent direct)

1 - Mr, Mohr (sent direct)

1 - Mr. Rosen (sent direct)

1 - Mr, Callahan (sent direct)

1 - Mr. Bishop (sent direct)

1 - Mr. Martindale (sent direct)

'WCJI:bjg
(10)

44—3 8861
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P. 3 SBUPPLREMNT ¢ (br. Martin luther King “irder) 4-13-68

end ralsted that on Thursiny, Aprdl 4, 1963, et appromimarely 6:70 p.m., be wee riovelic;
north on Hollywnod juet eouth of Jackron 4ve, when & 1967 Chevvolet (hevelles convaresnhla,
wviite over red, 1963 Tennesnce licenas AS-5124, blew the horn and waved hia to the p.oeing
lot of loeb's Leundry at Jackson & Hollywcod. This male white, who later identificd hime
self a9 Willfam Hubhord Austein, MW 22, of 24 N, Montgomery, ph. 276-0%36, hard 4n hig
uov o ihhe @ ovLtin '8 Jead radio end at this tina hoe was taliiny to somae unicova tale
subject and requested that he relay information that was reczived by him from anorhiey
male white 4n a blue Pontiac which was following a white Mustarg east on Huvawx {vom
Bighland at & high rate of speed. Austein stated that the Pontiac's gpeod veried from

75 to 90 miles per hour. On different occasions Bradshaw could hear this othnr car talke
ing, stating he was still following this white Mustang east on Summexr frow Waring, &nd st
this time a high noise consisting of static on the radio kept him from understerding rha
conversation betwveen these two automobiles. :

Eradshaw further stated that upon receiving the information from Aws tein that a v i*a
Kisteng was being followed east on Summor from Highland., He essociated thie white iliaten;
with an sutomobile that was seen going north on Main 6t. near the erea of whcre [irtin
Luther King was wmurdered. This information was given to the Dispatcher, and tho Tlepatchar
bezan to digpstch police cars towerd Summer Ave. Cars 42 and 36 were ssied to pull eocth,
and car 44 and other caers to pull morth. After several minutee, this whiie ihstar; via
supposed to be turning north on Mendenhall from Summer. After a slight delay, it waa
vest on Macon, then north on Wells Station. The next legible communication 1 heard froa
the blue Pontiac, he said he was going north on Jackson towardse the city limite. The
Digpatcher had earlier placed a call with the gheriff's office for them to copy this
information. At Jackson & Stage Rd. tha blue Pontiac stated that this white Mustang

went through the red light doing 95 miles per hour, still going north on Austin Peay.

To the best of his knovledze, he headd the Dispatcher advise that a sheriff's car vag
supposcd to be at Jackson & Stage Rd. and that they did not see a car come through this
intersection at that rate of speed, or fitting that description.

lt, Bradshew further relgtes, that as these cars were supposed to be continuing north on
Austin Peay, tho lavel of noise on the Citizen's Band radio b8csme so intense that Austein
could not hesr the blue Pontiac talking, and asked for other Citizen's Band operators to
relay this information to him so that he could pass it on to the police that were with
him, as this subject should be checked. At thie point Pradshaw relates that he hesrd an
vnnown male subject coma on the radio and seid, "lLet him go, as this may be the saubjcct
that shot rartin Luther King." Saeveral times durinyg the chase Eradshaw related that he
asked Austein to concact the blue Podisiac and get a license number, but it appearcd that
the Poantiac could not close the distance between him end the Mustang so that he could get
a license number. Sowme place between Raleigh and the road that leads to the Memphis Havel
Adr Station, the Mustang was supposed to be speeding 95 miles per hour, and stuck s gun
out the window, shooting backwards at the blue Ponciac which was following.

Bradshaw related that the last fnformation received from the blue Pontiac was that the
location was Austin Pesy Highway, and the road leading to the Naval Air Station.

William Austein steted to Dradshaw that the legal cutput on his Citicen's Band radio is
eupposed to be 5 watis, but that he e running 6C watte, which 18 illegal, but not enfurced,
¥hile still at Jackson & Hollywood, Austein gtated tnat the information received from
another Citizen's Band operator revealed that che blua Fontiac signal was getting stroner
inetead of getting wesker, which would indicate that instcad of going away, he sliould be
cordng towvards him. Bradchaw further related that he could not get the informstion fro:
dustein as to who the other male white wag that stated his signale were getting strongex
instesd of weaker. Austein further stated that he has helped the police on several
occasions by getting informstion on DWl's, Reckless Drivers, etc., and that he felt this
information should be a matter of record with the police.

A copy of Lt. Bradshavw's letter is hereto attached and self-explanatory.

In Memo Fo. 39 submitted by Lt. J. D. Mugic in reference to telephone information re;srding
Ch operator following white Mustang, Lt. Music reported that om Thureday, April 4, 1u&d

thet Lt. McCachren received a phone call frowa a male white who identified himself &.

Z. L. Chancey, phe 276-0643. C(hancey stated to McCachren thac he wee monicoring his vedie

aud overheard another CB operstor call for soweone to make a plions ¢all fouxr Rim, (hsncey
engwared his call, but had dif“dculty reading lie transmission and askead for gomeons 3o

relay the message for bim, Bi.l Austein, enother CB opexetor, enargrad (hancey's Fequeat.
Between the three CB operators, Austein, (Gisncey and the unkouvwi wplrator (Cavroll )
Sacehfield) a conversstion that consisted of the direction of a wvhite Mustang «ad & blue
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'66 Pontiac and cerctain events that took place. The unknown operator in the blue Pontiau,
reported to Austein and Chancay that he was south on Perisray, than enst on Lhurmor behin l
this Musteoung at @ high rate of speed. Thias uniknown operator at vorfoue tiwsa duriny tha
chage would report his position to ‘Austein, who fn turn would relay this inforwation to
thancey. The chase continucd emst on Sumwrr to Groham, then north on Graham, eventually
endiny up on Yrolecn Ave., Tha chase then continued eost on Jackoon and thm unbing ™
operator's lest reported position was somevhore on Austin Peay highway novih of tha
Raleigh city limite.

Lt. Masic contacted Mr, Chancey by phone April 6, 1968 and ha atated basically the somg
story as he had roported to McCachren on April 4, 1968. He added thar he brd no {dcs

who this unknowvn CB operator was that was chasing the white Mustanz, did not recon~ire hia
voice, and could not say that he had heard him before. He reported that the w 'nym aporitor
at no time used any xinm type of call eign to identify himgelf. Mr. Chunce- ciored @ miv? %
of times during the chase involving this unknown operator, verfoum Citircon’'s oo eprrasecs
tried to get this operator to identify himself, with negativa remulta. }r, (hancay alan
furnished Lt. Yusic with Bill Austein's homa phone number, 276-0986, so that he wi: hi call
him for an interview,

Lt. Music's report further states that on April 6, 1968 that he contacted Austein and he
reported xmg thet he wae at Jackson and University with his mobile CB radio on and had
heard an unimswn CBer repert that he wes north on Parkway, then east on Sumczer, following

& wiiite Mustang occupied by three male whitces ot a high vate of speed. Austein stated that
it wag 6:3C p.m, when he heard the call, and various times this unknown operator would
report nis position, east on Suwver to Graham, then north ¢n Graham, somchow reaching
Jackson, then east on Jackson through Raleigh, and the operator was last heard fram ou-
Austin Peay highway. The last transuission made by this unknown operator was that one of
the three male whites in this Mastang had fired a shol or two at his autombile, knocking
his windshield out. Austein stated that he wss eastbound and during the chase he flazgzed

a squad car down at Jackson & Hollywocd, had this squad car stand by while they talkod with
thie unknown operator. He told this unknown operator that he was now with the Police
Department ; however, no responge in rezard to needing the pcolice wes given by this operator.
Ths unknown gperator continued to report his position, but did not ask to send the police.
Waen the unknown operator reported that his windchield had been knocked out, it was offcred
by Austein to gend the police, but the operator would not respond to where ne was. Aistein’
vwas of the opinion that this unknown operator wes building a hoax &nd wss not doing as ha
wag reporting over the air. He further added that nunerous times bsse ststions powerful
etouzh to transmit anywhere in Shelby Co. tricd to assist thie unkmown operatnr; howcvar,
ti:isg opcrator would eay everything but where he wag at that time. The unknown operator
continued to report & changing position and after the chease/ allezedly ended, no one hesrd
froa this unknown cperator egain., Austein steted he did not recognize the voice, and had
no idea who he might be, He further reported that at no time did the unknown operator use
sny type of call lecters oo that he might be fdentiffed. A copy of Meno No. 39 is hexeto
atteched end self-cxplanatory.

After reading the above letter and memo, 1 intexrviewed William Hubert Austein, M4 22,
residence 24 W, Montgomery, Apt. 103, ph. 276-0986, employed by Clendenin Heating &

Alr vonditioning Corp., ph. 274-4862. He atated thet he was a licenged CB copcrator

and that his FCC call lecters were K0M-8637. He furcher steted that he owns a base ststion
(home unit) and a mocbile unit, end thaet hie base station is located at 24 N. Montgomery.

e raelated that un April 4, 1968 at 5:CC p.m., he was &t homa and that he left chere at
spproximately 5:40 p.m. He stated that he drove in his car that has a CB mobile unit in
it, from his apartuent to Zayre's on Popler. ie rewsined there until approximately 5:55 p.m.
He then drove from Zayre's to Carlton's Esso Service Center on the corner of Madison &
Bellevue. As he axrived at the service station, the sannouncement had just besn made on
tha comm -cial redio station that Mertin Luther King had been shot. He was there for
approy nately five minutes, and returned to his apsrtment. He left his apartment at
approximately 6:12 p.m. to travel to the Bteamfitter's Local Fo. 614 on Jackson Ave. pear
., Drekd "§Sivul, While enroure out Jackson, esstbound, erd as he had just passed Sprimzdale
& Jackson, which was approximetely 6:30 p.m., snd was monitoring on channel 17 on xIT¥x
a CB radio, he heard a request from another mobile unit for a land line (phone) to the
police department. Thie call was answered by a base station, who replied that he would
imoedietely call the police end inquired of the nature of the call.

Austein further stated that at this time, because of the skip (radio interfersenca dua tu
atmospheric conditions) they were unable to mwintain contact with each other. The wobile
unit that was calling for help was evidently very close to hie locacion because he vas
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puttirg o bich reading on the eignsl strensth wetar on his CB redic, He statst thar bhe
told this mobile that he was cloze to him end had just spotted & police car end would
relay bis messcge to the polfcesmn,

He further stated that the unknown mobile CB operator was chasing a white Mistang caet on
eurmxor ard that the occupants of the Mustang were responsidle for King's murder. He said
Ba ward 2 gy pelice car to pull dn beeide him n tha parking lot of I.ob's Lur-G~Q &t
the intcyrection of Jackson & Hollywood. He told the polica licutemang who wam driving
the car thet he was talking to a pereon on the radio who claimod he wae fellowing ilirg's
twrdcrers The lieutenant told him to call this porson szain to decternine hig prescag
location. Fe called to this mobile unit by saying, "Mobile that 1e cbaring tha wiite
tirstany, what 48 your present 10-207 (location)." He repliad that be 3 spproachiing
Highland on Susuer Ave. at a high rate of specd. lie related thie tnformation to the
police lie tenant, vho relayed this to his dispactcher. The licutenant told bim to kecp
taliking =0 the man so that we would be contfnuously informed as to location and directien
of movewmsnt. At this time he stated that be lost contact for a few saeconds.

After calling him saveral times, he was finally able to read his transmission. lle asksd bim
wvhat type of car he was driving so that the police would easily identify him when they oew
bim, He replied that he was driving & 1966 blue Pontiac and that the white Vustan; was et
that tims exceeding 75 miles per hour, and that they had just turned norxth off from Suaxy
&ve., and gave the nawe of the etreet that he could not recall at present.

Ee further stated that at this time there vas soma confusion as to his direction from thip
point becauss enother CB bage station tried to break and doubled with the mobile unit.

The naxt transmigsion that he could read fxom the mobile unit stated that he had turned
morth and that he was approaching Raleizh on Jackson Ave. Every transuission that ho vag
able to read, ha had immediately relayed to the lieutenant in the police car beside him.
ghortly after stating that he was approaching £ Raleigh, he stated that he had juat passed
Staze Rd. on Austin Peay Highway and that he was being fired upon by the occupants in the
vhite Mustang., He said his spaed at this time was in excess of 100 miles per hour,

He further stated that he asked him £4f it was possidble for him to get the license numbex

of the Kustang. He replied that he was afraid to get that close because several siote bhed
alrecdy been fired at him., On his last trangmission he stated they had just passed the
Millington exit, and the Mustang was gaining ob him even though he had the Ponciac "flat out.“
Ha further stated that he called him several more times, and when he was unadle to raise
aim, another station started calling him, requesting his call letters and his location.

He said as far as ha knaw, there were no other trensmiesions from the modile unit at this
tize. __

He furtner stated that he did not know the fdentity of the CB operator im the wobdbile unit
but it was noticed thet he was hesitant {n denying the identity of the other operator.

He stated that there was appmoximately 3,000 CB operatore in Memphis and possibly that many
more that ave unlicenged.

Be related that there was no doubdt in his udnd that this alleged chase by the CB wobile
operator was & hoax. He gave as his reason for believing cthis, as several cthings, one being
tizat there was not sufficient time for this person to travel the distence that he had sisted,
algo the last two or three tranguissions chat cthis person mude showad no change of sigrsl
stren;th ou his S-meter, es would have been the case if he had been moving aevay froa him.
Tais {ndicated to him that the unit must have stopped moving, and that hie signal ctrength
indicated to him that he could not have been asfar away @8 he cledwed. Further, the time
that he szated chat he had turned north off from Sumner Ave., ais eignal stvenjgth was very
weak, and the short time thereafter, at approximately the time he repurted that he was
turning north off from Jeckson Ave., his eignal strergth becema higzher, (Note: It has been
iearuzd frow talkiny with Csrroll Batchfiield, radio and TV repafirmaon, ond concidered an
expert in tue rield of Citizen's Band and ham operatore, that due to the fact that Auatein
wap siteing side by gide with the police squad car, that every tiwe the squsd cer would
mike @ transmigsion, this would cause Austein's CB radio to do as he has indicacted above.
Furthar, that the mere fact that humen beings were moving sbout his car, this would also
causg his B-meter to fluctuate, as has been indicated by Auscein, plus che fact that on
this dste the skip (radio interference) condition was bad.)

dustein vas assked to explain what he measnt by B-ueter, and ha stgted that sn H-otir on &
CB radio indicates the relative strength of an incoming signal from another unit. He said
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that he hed a transisteriszed Lafayatte 523, 23-chaonel radio, wirth a Hustler entenna
mounted on the left rear fander of his car. (Note: It is a hahjt of all Cirra that hgva
§-materes on thefr radios to check this constantly while receiving transmiseion, se 1t 43
a habit smong CBers to ask one or snother what reading they are putting on the §-meter.)

He wvas asked 1f he checked hie B-meter when he first heard the call for assistance, snd
he atated that he did, end that it vas ragiatering slmost as high es it poseibly could,
which {8 a 30, and this indicated to him that tha unic must be very close to bim,gnyvicre
from 150 ft. to approximately two blocks at the most. He said that after the leat tranae’
mission was made by the unknown mobile, he noted his S-meter again snd received a resding
of over 15, and the modulation was strong and clear, which indicated to him that the unit
was Do more than two miles avay. o

He further related that during the chase, and obeerving his S-meter, he was of the opinion
that the mobile chasing the Mustang was in the northeast section of Mcwphie and that he was
familiar with cthat part of the town, and sspecially when he stated that he was vorthbousd
on Jackson Ave., as very fev people, other than those who had lived or live in that area,
as most people refer to 1t (Jackson Ave.) as being esst and west.

A8 stated previously when questioning Austein as to the possible identity of the person
responsible for this hoax, he appeared to be hesitant snd showed an indication that he

at lecast had a suspicion age to who this unknown CB operator was. After explaining to

Mr. Austein the seriousnass of the offense committed by the unknown CB operator, plus the
fact that this incident would give CBers a black eye as far as the general puhlic was
concerned, he finally stated chat he did have a person in mind that could aw have causced
this incident, but that he only knew his last name and where he was ewployed. He rei:ctantly
stated chat tifie person's name was Ferguson, employed by Ben J. Malone Co. a8 an apprentice
steamfitter, and that he belonged to Steamfitter’'s local Ko. 614 at 3754 Jackeon Avae.,

which 18 right bLeside Gregg School, the soms one thathg belonged to. He further statod

that Ferguson has a Citizen's Band radio in his car, the same type as his, and that his

car is a blue 1966 Ford. He had a reason for being in this general srea at approximately
the time the tranemissions were msade, becauss he was going to the Steamfitter's local 614,

at 3754 Jackson Ave., and was due there by 7:00 p.m, Further, because his & CD antecnna

i8 on a trunk mount on his car, which would make his signals directional, in other words,
vhen be trangnits, the signal will be stronger in one direction then in any other direction."
The antenna is mounted in the center of the rear deck on an adapter that fastens into the
front crack of the trunk lid. This will cause him to throw his strongest signal straight~
forvard; his weakest signal will be to either side of the car, and his signal to the rear
vill be of only moderate strength.

He further stated that 1f Ferguson had been traveling eastward, or east on Sumner, and
turned left mm or north, his signal would have dropped because of the directional properties
of the antenna. When the man who claimed he was chasing the Mustang stated that he was
turhing left (or north) off Summer Ave., his signal strength did drop to the point that he
had difficulcy copying some of his transmissions. The last two or three transmissions

that the man made, his signal strength remained constant or steady. According to the
brozdcast he was making, which was going east out of town snd avay from him, his signal
strensth should have been weak and dropping quickly, but inestead, remained constant and
strong . le stated his S-meter indicated 13 or over, which indicated that he could not

have been more than possibly two miles from him, snd sitting still.

He stated that after he left the lieutenant at Hollywood & Jackson, he proceeded east on
Jackson to the Steamfitter's local building at 754 Jackson. When he arrived, he saw
Mc. Ferguson's car parked facing west near the Steamfitter's building. He had already gone

inside.

When he arrived, he was questioned by his iustructor, M. Edward Morgen, as to why he was
late. He told him in the presence of several other apprentices, Ferguson included, that

he had been relaying information from & car that claimed that he was chasing King's muxderer,
and that he could Dot leave the police officer until he lost the mobile unit signal. He
said that at this time Mr. Morgan became very angry at him for attempting to help the
police hai locate King's murderer. He said Ferguson was standing very close to hiw, also
appeared to be very angry at him, as were several othcr apprentices v.:o had overheard the
conversation., Ferguson gaid to him, '"Were you the sne that I hesrd in that mcsz2 on

channel 177" He toléd Ferguson that he was the one asttempting to relay the informaltion Lo
the police. Ferguson stated that if he had any sense at all, he would hava haelped the
wvhite Mustzng escaps. Austein told him that he had to live with his consuience and cha:'tt
he had it to do over again, he would be forced to do anything he could to aid in tho wun's

capture.
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P. 7 SUPPLLENRT ¢ (Dr. lMartin Luther King Murder) 4-13-63

Austein then srated that Ferguson then mada several derocatory remorke to the effact
that he was stupid for belping the police catch the mon who had persormed & puhlis sarvice.
Bi- inetructor (Horgen) and several other apprentices also made siuilor xesarks.

Austein stated that he did nc . see Ferguson again until approximately 435 minutas later,

wvhen they wore dinufased esrly becaucge of the curfew that bhed heon called., soteo o4
Fergu.un were Louving the building, he called to Ferguson avwd told him thet aitcr ha got

into his car &nd turned on his radio to call him on the redio, s he wanted to sog how

his modbile sounded. He stated that this is @& common practice among Cloxra, A3 they talked,

he began a vazue association with his voice and another that he hed hesrd but cculd nat

pPlace frnmediately. He stated that it was the next day before he reslized thet ha bsd
sssociated Ferguson's voice with the man who claimed he was chasing the white Kusteng.

He further stated that from Hollywood & Jackson where he was transmitting and receiving
information from the CBer that was chasing the white Mustang to the Stcamfitter's union
hall at 3754 Jackson is approximstely two miles, and that the unit in Ferguson's car

would put about 15 on his S-meter, which was the reading that he was getting from the
wobile unit. He stated that as far as he knew, Ferguson had never lived in that areca,

but he was not sure, and further, that he believed that Ferguson had a compass mounted

on his dashboard and 4f Ferguson was the guilty party and had referred to his compase from
the posfition that he was parked, the compass would have indicated north.

He stated that he regretted that this incident ever occurred, as tha CBers in Memphis

have had an excellent reputation with both the police departucnt and the citizens as thay
vere always "Johnny on the spot" in an emergcéncy, sud he is afreid that since this incidont
has occurred, that lgw enforcemsnt agencies would be reluctant to depend on CBars in the
future. He indicated that he was just as interested as I in finding the party responsible
for perpetrating this hoax. He assured me that he would cooperate in spprehending the
party responsible for this hoax, but did ask, since he was not absolutely sure, that I

not mention his name to Ferguson if and when we talked with him.

A vritten statemsnt was given by William Rerbcr: Austein, the teat of wiich bhas praviously
bean stated. A copy of this statement will accompany this report.

on April 11, 1968 at 8:00 a.m,, I went to the Dispatcher's officer and talked with Capt.
Hicks Dovwling in reference to the broadcast that was on the air April 4, 1968 between
6:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 4in regard to the CB incident. He stated that he had a tape
recording that had been taken from the original tape recording of the breedcast by the
digpatcher relating to this incident. The tape was replayed by me, and the below ie
exactly as it appears on this tape:

160 -~

Diapsatcher - 160

160 - We have one of these mohile units at Jackson & Hollywood. He states he 1is
talking to some fellow following a Mustang east on Summer Awsx from Highland
sxaxmszuxisuxany cthat is supposed to have shot King.

Dispatcher « Does he have the license number?

160 -« No license number.

Dispatcher - 160 has information from & complainent that a white male is east on
Summer from Mighland, a white male e¢ast on Sumuner from Highland in a white
Mastang 1responsible for this shooting. 36,- 42 pull down, 23, subject is
exceeding speed limit east on Summer from Highland. 413 location.

413 - Popler & Hollywood, 413. Bispa

Dispatcher - Pull up to White Bution and Summer .

413 - 0.K., 413,

Dispatcher - 415

415 - Have & car pull up to White Station & Summer and it's eupposed to be a (inaudible)

156 ~ 156 St. Joseph

Dispatcher - 415, you are being cut out, it's supposed to be a dlue

160 - East on Suummer from Waring.

Dispatcher - All cars stand by, 160 repeat.

160 - Zast on (insudible) '56 Pontiac.

Dienatcher - 160, you're still being cut out. Repeat.

160 - 160, that's north on Mendenball from Summer, blue '66 Fontiac.

thatchcr - & blue '66 Pontiac, north on Mendeohall from Summer, north on Mendenhall
from Sumser -- 36

36 - 36

Dispatcher - 22

22 - 22
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Dispatcher <= Blue Pontiac north on Mendarhall from Suwmoer.,

1060 -- 160, this car is spesding over 65 miles per hour.

Dispatchar-= 160, sdviaing that this cer speeding 73 miles per hour north on
bendeuhall frow Summer,

160« QOcoupied by three male whites, 160.

Dispatcher-~There's three white males in the car, blue Pontiac, three white malca
occupying blue Pontisc. BEiceeding 75 miles per hour, north on lMendenhall from
Sumer, and your locstion mow, 1607

i60~--8ctand by, 160,

415--415, put us on that Mustang call, we're et Perking sud Walnugeee--

Dispatcher -- 0.K., 415. Advise thet it is a blue Pontiac occupied by three male uwhi ces
last geen north on Mendenhall from Summer at s high rate of epeed.

‘)15" 00‘0

28-- 28 in service.

Dispatcher--0.K., 28. 6:41l. 160, any further information?

160--Speeding north on Jackson mnow.

Dispatcher~-Blua Pontiac supposed to be north on Jackeon. Frow where, 1607

160--0n the way to Raleigh.

Digpatcher~--Subject un the wey to Raleigzh morth on Jackson, morth towsrde Raleigh on
Jackson, a blue Pontiac occupied by three white males, these subjects are supposed
to be wanted for the shooting, 6:41 .

26-+-36, aek 160 4£f this could de & blue Pontiac convertible.

Dispatcher~-160, 4s that & convercible?

160--It's unknown, 160, at this time.

Dispatc ex~-1t's unknown, 36, at this time.

36--";1‘., 36.

Dispatcher--G: 42,

36--East on Macon, & blue Pontiac convertible occupied by three male whites, at
Homer and Macon.

Dispatcher~~36, advises that this Fontiac convertible with some white meles in it going
west on Macon froam Homer.

25-=25 in gexvice.

Dispatcher«-25 in pervice. 06:43.

160--1606.

Dispatchex «-Go shead, 160.

160-~That's a hardtop, he went through the light at Jackson and Stsge Rd. ot 95 uiles
pax houx, continuing north cn Austin Peay.

Dispatcher --160, advising that this is a blue Pontiac bardtop thet was seen northbound
at Jackeon and Stage epproximacely 1G0 miles per hour. It's @ white male in a
blue Poutiac procseding north at Jackson and Stage, at a high rate of speed. 6:44.

Dispatcher-~160. Do you have & complainant with you there? - — :

160--1 have @ mobile unit talking to the wmobile unit following this cer.

thauher--ﬁheuff'o Depariment advises that they have hed that block up t.hou and
didn't see no Pontiac at all.

37-=(inaudible)

Dispaicher--0.K. 37. 6:43 KIC306

L4-=44 in gervice.

Dispatcher--44 in service. 06:43.

160--160, .

Dispatcher=~-160. il :

160--160, thie whita Muatang is shooting at the blue Pontiac following him. They should
be going out Auatin Peay.

Dispatcher~-160, advieing the blue Pontiac is shooting at the white Mustang followingre
the wiite Mustang hae a citizen's band-<Y follouing this blue Pontiasc going_ ogm____
Austin Peay. The subject is firing at the white lustang.

160--160, they are approaching the Millington Rd., that road that goes on into the base
on Austin Peay.

Dispatcher-~160 advieiny chat they sre approaching the Millington Rd. that goes inro the
liavel base, the blue Pontiac is firing upon the white Mustang. The white Mustang
18 a citizen's band unit.

160--160, correction on that, the Mustang £s shwoting at the Pontiac.

Dispatcher--All cars correction, 160 advieing that the white Musteng, this {s a whice
Yustang that ie firing at the blua Poatiac. The white Mustang is firing at the
blue Pontisc, approaching the Millington road that goes to the Naval base.

38--33 in gexvice.

Dispatcher~-33 in service. 6148,
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it 12 to be noted that the time element involved in thia chese, as far se tha Folice
Deparement 40 concerned, or when the Police Department becsme fnvolved, wase from
6:36 pome 0 6:49 p.m., & time lapse of thirteen minutes.

Gn Thureday, April 11, 1963, at 123130 p.m., ¥BI agent Harley Gylfe, c¢:ia to the Homicidae
Office, and X1 brought him up on what bad transpired since 1 lsst gaw him, and it vas
asrecd that Ferguson, who 1 had learned to be Robert Bujene Ferguson, M4 25, 1015 Puabody,
Apt. 4, ph, 525-1613, employed Ben J. Malone Co., 223 Poplar, ph. 526-8437, and was
working on the Shelby Co. Office Building at Second end Poplar, as a steamfitter, should
be quasticned at this time., We proceeded in Mr. Gylfe's FBI cruiser to 223 Poplar wicre
ve searched the ares, thinking that he would park his car in that vicinity, es whcre he
was working was only a short distance sway. Waen we could not locate his cer, wa then
procecded to the Shelby Co. office building, which is under construction at Second &
Poplar, where we talked with M. Jack Estridge, who 1s & bookkeeper for Harron (Con-
struction Co., the builders of the Shdby Co. Office Buildirg, and he stated that
Farguson wvas working on the twelfth floor, and that he would send for him. In several
minutes Ferguson walked into thae bookkeecper's office where we were waiting, and upon
observing him, we noted that he was approximately 6°'1l" or §'2", wall built, with black
bair, and when he walked into the offjicé he said in &n arrogant mananer, 'Who wants to
see me " It 18 to be noted at this time that we had found his car parked in the lover
bascnicnnt of this building and it wap 8 128ft 1966 or '67 lizht blue two-doer hardtop

Ford Galexy 500, with Tenneszece license NBP-2623, with the doors locked. We elso noticed
& boee-loaded antenna mounted in the center of the car on the trunk. On looking incide
of the cer, we saw a 23 channel, transistorized Lafayette CB radio. We asked Mr.
Ferguson to accorpany us to his car, after identifying ourselves, and when we got to
his car, we as<ed if this was his car, and he stated very arrogantly that it was. He
then said, 'vhac's this all about 7 We told him that we were investigating an incident
involving & CBer, snd he said, 'Well, I haven't done anything.” He again asked for our
credcentials. He asked, before angwering any questions, should he have an attorney, end
if he was under arrest.

He vas adviscd that he vas not under arrest, that we were investigating & matter per-
taining to a Cher and his name hed been mentioned. It was at this time it vas noticed
that Ferguson outwardly appeared to be very calm, self-assured, but on close observation,
it wae noticed that cthe area sround his wouth had turved wvhite, and beads of perspiracion
were iorming on his forehead. He was again advised that he was not under errest, and

wve asked for his cooperstion in clearing up an accusation that had been made sgainst him,
and asked him to accompany ue to police headquarters.

He agreed to accompany us -but asked for permission to go back om the twelfth floor ¢o
get some of his belongings, to wiich we agreed. On his return, we thonrptoceedoqu
headquarters. ' ' .

Due to snother pressing matter, Agent Gylfe did not accompany us to the Homicide Bureau,
where he was taken and interviewed.

On Thureday, April 11, 1968, st 1:15 p.m., Robert Euzene Ferguson was intervieved and
he stated that his step-father, C. F. Hardawvay, MI 49 or 50, who had been married to
his mother approximacely ten years, residence, 3338 Hodzes St., pb. GL 2-3484, vase &
CBer, and had FCC license KOM-4395, and that he monitors chammel 11, sand has been a
CBer several years. He stated that he, personally, did not bave & license to operate
8 CB radio, but he uses hie father's csll number instead.

He stated that ha was born | In Water Valley, Migeissippi, and that
his father was Hugh Cecil Ferguson, who died in 1963, and that hie mother was Audra
Few Fergusoun Hardsway, and that she had married his step-father when he was in the
tenth grade. They moved to Meumphis from Water Valley, Mississippi when he wvas three
or four months old, and he was raisod in Mcmphis and finighed high school at Central
High. He said the only time that he has ever beon out of Memphis was after he had
finighed high school, he worked in Helena, Arksnsas for Sterling 3 and 10 cents store
and for a pleced called Doughboy.

¥hile in Halena, Arkanses, he met and merried his first vife, leVita Shenep, FW 23,
and lived with har from 1962 to 1965 when they were divorced., No childrem were borm
to them. He came back to Memphis where he met end married his sccond wife on June 18,
1966, Joycs Gregory, ¥W 29, of Parson, Tenn., and thsat they had no children.
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Robert K. Ferguson denied that he hed ever been arrested defore, but adwitced having
recejved traf{ic tickets, and had been involved in ona traffic eccidéant, but had not
received any type of citation for the past two yesrs.

He stated that he belonged i > United Association (UA) Union for the past five years
and that he belonged to local No. 614 Steamfitters' Union in Memphis. He said hie ———
average salary for forty hours per week 1s $136.80.

He furcher stated that he got interested in the Citizen's Band radio througzh his step-
father, and bougsht his first unit, which wvas a mobile unic, this past Christmas, and
installed ic in his car right away. He said that he had not applied for his CB licenge,
that he was using his father's call letters, but referring to it as a mobile, which he
saygs is legal. Hle said that his step-father owns a Courier Royal 23 channel CB radio
and that he ugses it on base and mobile, arndd aleo owns a couple of walkie talkies. la
stated thet he does not have the facilities at his home to put his mobile unit on base
and that he uses this radio for a hobby, for emergencies such as when he goés on trips.
He stated that he had had his radio checked, and that f{t puts out three and one-half
vatts, He denied having an additfiongl unit that would boost his total output of wattage.

He stated that on Thursday, April 4, 1968, be left home at 7:30 a.m., arrived at work

at 7:40 a.m. lle worked all day, getting off at 4:15 p.m., leaving Becond & Poplar at

4:25 p.n. He went to Kllenburg's parking lot on N. Second, next door to the Goodwill
Industries btore., Hs then walked up to the 100 N, Matin Bldjz., went to the sixteenth

floor, where he picked up his wife, who works for Group Insurance of America. They left
thexre at 4:50 p.m., went back to Goodwill Industries, where they picked up a next -door
neighbor, Alice Rast. They then left for home at 5:00 p.m., arriving at home at 5:15 p.am.,
end remained there until 6:20 p.m. He stated that he had to attend school at the Steam-
fitters' local No. 614, on Jackson Ave., &nd at 6:20 p.m., he left out the door of his
howe, and & boy downstairg who he thinks lives in Apartment 5, saw him leava.

He further stated that Mr. J. W. Sallis, who owns the apsrtment building, drove up in

a green pickup truck, and they stood there talking, when his wife came out the door -
and seid that ghe had baen looking at 7V on channel 5, and that they had just gnnounced
that somebody nad shot Martin Luther King.

He stated that Mr. Sallis, his wife, and the boy that lives downstairs, discussed this
shooting a few minutes, and he left going to school, as he had to be there at 7:00 p.um.
He stated that he attends school, genecrally at Tech H.S8., on Tuesdays &nd Thursdays of
each week, but on thig particular night it would be held at the Union Hall. Hu stated
after leaving the house ha went eagt on Vance to Linden, cast on Linden to Clevelgnd,
north on Cleveland to Unfon, east on Union to Unfon Extended, then to Walnut Grove Rd.,
continuing east on Valuut Grove Rd. to Holmes, north on Holmes to Broad, eagt on Broad
to National, north on National to Jackson, eest on Jackson to the Union hall, which s
just across the viaduct &t Mational Cemetery. When he arrived at the Union hall, he
pulled onto the parking lot and parked his car facing east on Jackson. He stated that
this was cn the west side of the Union hall. He then got out of the csr and went to a
fricend's car, Phillip Spanola, and eaw Johnny Mays and Frank Coscia who is hie instructor.
He stated that they talked about the shooting of Marcin Lucther King and then went into
the building. He estimated the time of his arrival at the Union hall between 6:45 and
6:50 peam.

Robert Ferguson further stated that he turned on his CB radio when he left the house,
and was monitoring channel l1. He said that cthe firet time he heard anything about a
vhite Mustang, he was on MNational Ave. by a fruitetand on National ave. between Summer
end Jackeon, lie further sctate¢ that all you could hear on the radio (CB) was about
somebody shooting Martin luther King. He denied knowing on what exact channel he
heard it on, as he vas channel-hopping (from one station to another). Whea he first
heard ebout the white Mustang when he was on Nstional, all he heard was/ /§/ that he
heard sowebody say something about police chasing a Mustang. He said he could not
remember anything said, as there was so much being said about the assassination. (Nota:
It 18 common knowledge that wien an emergency c¢xists on the CB band, and when a CBer
finds out what channel ¢his emergency exfiets on, their first instinct is to go to that
chgnngl end stand by and listen.

He sai. that he vas on Union Ave. at approximately Belvedere when he first heard on his
CB redio about the shooting of Martin Luther King.

He then statod, 'Msn, you got me scared to death., I think I nc-.i & lewyer. C.n 1l
call my mother 7" Ee was given the opportunity to call his mother, as he was not under
arrest, but was unable to reach har because the line was busy. He was again told chat
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be was not urder arrest, and that he vae free to go at eny time, buk gomoona had arda an
sccusatiocn tihat be could be the party respongible for chis CB incidsat, &d if be wag
innocent, that 1 should have the benefit of all hie knowledge of this incident and people
that could give him an alibi.

He thon stated that ha was innocent, that he could not have been the person responsible,
sdply boocsusa be did not do 4t. He further stated that he knew of one CHer named
Herbert Adstein who works with bim gend was in the vicinity of where this incident took
place, and cthat he had overheard him at the Union meeting on the night thac King wae
murdered telling gomeona somataing about a blue Pontiac chasing a white Mustang. He was
not told that Austein was the party that gave us his nama.

At the time of this writing none of his alibis have been checked bevause of edditional
information received that nseded checking lumediately, buc hise alibis will be checked and
subaitted on another supplement.

On Thursday, April 11, 1968, the Homicide Office received a copy of e letter written by
Lt. J. P, 2iaxrbry, addressod to laspector G. P. Tines dated April 11, 1968, in reference
to inforuwation concerning citizen's Band xraedio conversation, Attached to this letter was
& hendwritten statement from Mr. Carroll Satchiield, 196 §. Cooper, K< 49, ph. BR 5-5535,
bugsiness sddress, 196 8. Cooper, Carroll's IV Service.

Lt. Merbry reported that on April 10, 1963, he contacted rsdio enzineer Green @t Armour
Station to determine if the U3 call leiters believed to be KOr641G, heard on channel 17,
relating to the chase between the Pontiac and Mustang on the day of King's agsassination
could be fdentified. Graen advised him that this call number was not femiliar to him, and
that they were unknown. He suggeeted that Marbry contact Ruse Hellean, CB (enter, 1027 E.
Erooks, pa. 396-6666, which has a CB directory containipg this information. Green further
supcested that he contact Me. (Carrodd sacchfidld, 196 6. Cooper, ph. BR 5-5555, concerning
information about chie CB conversation.

Lt. Marbry contacted Xre. Russ Hellen, who stated that the last CB directory they have was
issued for che year 1966, and only went through the call lettexs KOI13128. ghe said, to her
knowledy :, there was no CB directory for Tennessee printed for the years 1967 and 1968.

oa April 10, 1963, at 10:30 a.m,, Lt. Msrbry went to Carroll's TV Service, 196 8. Cooper,
wvhere he talked with Mr. Carroll Satchffield.

Mr. Sutchfield s8id that he 1s a CB and ham operator, using the ham call letters, WAOTJ,
end the CB call letters KDE3614. He stated that his wife, son, and Harold "Andy'" Andereon
sod himegelf were in the shop avea of his firm when they firet heard a call for aseistance
on channel 17. Lt. Marbry then had Mr. Satclifield to write a statement, which wvas also
sttached to thie report end will be outlined later.

Mr. Satchfield further eteted to Lt. Marbry that when he firet hesrd of the stories by the
news wedia, he did not recognize them to be tiie same conversations that he overheard on
chennel 17 on hise CB radio on April 4, 1968. He stated that he was tired of hearing che
rumore about thie conversstion, and thought that he could posesibly straighten it out.

Mr. Satchfield said chat there were five channels assigned by the FCC, channels 9 through 14,
which sre for intercomwnication between stations of other call letters, and the balance

of these chennels, 23 in all, are supposed to be for business firwms to use. ie stated that
they have experienced considerable horseplay by younger people using unauthorized channels.

Lt. Marbry further stated that Mr. Satchfield said that he had & young person in mind who

could possibly be responsible for this communication, but he dare not mention it because

this person hos been an his shop, and his parents are bis friends. Us said that this young
person was very sharp, end was capable of carrying on this type of conversation, and has — —
fone somsthing of this nature previously, but not this serious. .
Lt. Marbry further wrote that Mr. Satchfield impressed hiwm as being very serious-minded

sbout CB comaounications, and did not eppreciate the wmisuse by others. He said that he

sould covsider kr. Satchfield to be a relisble person, based on his conversation with him,

A copy of his letter will accowpany this report.

The handuritten statement that was attached to Lt. Merbdry's letter given by Mr. Carroll
satchfield on April 11, 1968 at 10:40 a.m. pertaining to the CB incident on April 4, 1963
st 6130 p.m., in thie statemsnt he states;
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"I was workiiig in wy shop monfitoring the CR Channale when we hesrd a call on Channael 17
«3sking for asefisatsnce for anybody to call the P.D. - #1, they eaid they weve in purguit

of & white Mustang out of town license plates occupied by 3 Wil's going east on Sumcr

from Prwy at a high rate of speed. At tils time we took field strenzth mragurennts of
sta. asking for sesistance. Our field strength measurement was 8,6-wodulstion ﬂviation
was 92.6 (approx) which mecsns this sta hsd high lavel mcdulation. #1 I am in pursuit of
the car that killed Dr. King. About that time someone (#2) broke in and said we have a
pactroi car in eight =~ near the Alamo Plaza, Now we have stopped the patrol car., Now give
us the exact location. We will designate the pursuing unit as ¢1 - the citizen radio car
and polfice unit as #2 and KDE3614 as #3. No one gave any call letters or signs. At that
tiwe #1 jave the location Highland & Summer - high rate of speed. ¢1 next said car
turning north on Graham from Summer. €3 called in asking #1 for mora specifics about
license nuwbers. #1 repeated he was blocked at the redlight and could not get close
enough - could only tell {t was out of town plates. At this time $3 Sta noticed that
there had been no change fa carrier level and no change of modulation deviation and this
is where ]I began to suspect that Unfit £1 had a fixed location (either fixed mobile or

base location - not in motion). #3 unit asked for next location. €1 unit said goirng
north on Jacksor thru Raleigh doing 110 MNP, Thet is where I knew then that the #1 unit
{u contact had to be in & fixed location. 3 called for location to #1 - ¢l replied,

we are heading north on Austin Peay Hwy end I (1) am still 110 MPH - about thie time

¢i hollerea 1 em being shot at ~ repeated twice - by sihotygur and I will have teo-atsy back. .
$3 Sta calied and asked for opr sts& license & Identification of opr of #1 unit. ¢1 unit
replied ~ oh no because of gensral situation I don't have to give my name and call - sud
ssid be vas now passing Gld Hillington airbase still! in pus pursuit at 110. ¢3 eta requasted
same inforwaticn - sta license number snd mame cf opr. with ro reply. Repeated seame ong—
other vime. The last contact with unic €#1 - unit €3 took the same field strength readings
and wodulation deviation readings and they were the seme as the first transmiseion -

8.0 gnd approx. 92.5, indicating the same gta {1 was either fixed mobile or base in the
vicinity of High Point Terrace. During ke this time it sounded as if 4 other stations
esxed il they could assist. After my third request for ID and no response 1 made the
remsrk - 'Boys you won't hear snymore from thet(f#l)stotion because he has not changed his
location eince he started and his carrier level has remained the seme and his modulation
bas not changed. I also made remarks to the effect that it was 2 hoex or plot and person
should be prosecuied. I did not kncw at this time that Dr. King was murdered.

"I believe it vas 10 min. one way or the other of 6:30 p.m. when I first heard the call
for assistance. 1 believe I have heard this voice in pereon before but not over the
radio and do not know this person's nama. I believe this person to be a WA between

14 and 19 yrs. of age.

"$l unit said he wag in a blue 535 Pontiac - I believe this wag said when he was at Summer
and Highland. XIks

"IThere were no transmiassions stating that this blue Pontiac was being chased by the Mustang.
There was no mention uf any accidents and no one being hit by shotgun pellete.

"While this was going on, €2 unit (not identified) was supposed to have been giving general
informacion {v & patrol car on Sumnur Ave. - neither car being identffied, I believe I
asked for the patrol cars number but dus to confusion of other stations breaking in, I

did not receive the umessage.

n
After 1 wade the statement about tha well rounded plot or hoax, the band just dropped dead.

¢

Oother gtations could have mcde trancmigsions that were not heard by me due to location.
As far «s I krow, 1 sm the only station thst identified themself. I did hear some

Calif gtations break in wanting to know 4f King wee killed but ve did not answer because
we did not xnow ourselves at this time that thig wae true,

"I believe the whole episode only took 10-15 minutes at the wost."”

The above statement was signed by Mr. Carroll Satchfield, and copy is attached to this
rTeport.

Oon April 11, 1568, «t 6:00 p.m., Mr. Satchfield was contacted for sm interview. He stated
that the following day, Apr. 12, 1968, would be better for en interview, and we set uy
an appointment for 12:00 noon.
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After talking with Mr, Satchfield, to arxenge en appointment with hin, I was given a
Departmental Communication No. 137 by Lte Jo L. Harriecn and 1t states thet Lt, B. J.
Johngon received a telephons call from Mr. Robert McCsrty, Mi, of 3779 Mimosa, ph.

FA 4-5932, bus. ph,., 458-5162, at 88 8:20 a.m,., April 11, 1963. Lt. Jingou reported

ehat (ke Iwiarty had stated that he would lika to verify the fact that the brosdcast

had occurrcd ase reported in the paper, and thatd after the news of the Martin Luther King
death, he went to his CB redio and shortly after he turned it on, hae heard someona say,
that he wae with a police car snd would relay information to him. He 8lgo recalled hearing
someone say that he was in & car chasing a Mustang north on Jackson, and someccne else broke
in and stated that Jackson runs east and west. Shortly after that, tha auto that vasg
following the Mustang, reported that he was being shot at. Later, he reported that three
men got out of the car on the Kaval Base at Millington. '

Aftexr receiving this memo, 1 contacted Mr. McCarty at home and made an appointment with
him for 4:00 Pt this date.

At 4:00 p.m., April 12, 1968, I went to the home of Kr. Robert H, McCarty, 3779 Mimosa,

ph. FA 4-5932, snd he stated that he was an architect by trade and that he has a hobby

of listening to a haix Halicraft radio receiver that picks up shortwaves, and just sbout

any other type of broadcast, including Citizoen's Band radio. He stated that he hed been
listening to the nevws on the television on April 4, 1963 and decided to gee what was on

his Halicraft xsdio and begsn tuning up and down the band, when he came to a epot and

besrd something about police cars and a CB mobile chasing a car, and it sounded intcrest-
ing, so he stopped. His radio is tunable, and as the CBhers were talking, he managed to

tune his redio in on their conversation to a point that everyone that was talking was coming
in leud &nd clesr, with the exception of the wmobile unit that was chasing the white Mustang.
He stated that whon this unit would come on the air, his transmissions were hsrd to read,

a8 he would geem to fade out and never did have much voluma. He gtated to me the sama a8
he had stated to Lt. Johnson with refcrence to what he had overhcard, and said that 4f

there was anything that he could do to assist further in thig investigation, he would be
glad to do so. He wasg asked 1f he thought he could identify the voice of the CBer that

was following the white Mustang, and he said hae did not know, but he would attempt to

if requestad. (lte: Mr, HcCrrty had been talked to previously by me, and he had indicated -
that he hezrd gll of the other CB stations plainly, with the euception of the unit chasing
the Mastarg) As his radio was tunable, end it did not have &n indication or marking to show
what chennel of the Citizen's Band radio that he was monitoring, I called M., Satchfield

end he got on his CB redio end talked until Mr, McCarcty had geroed his radio in on

chennel 17, Ha vas agked to leave it at that position, as we would be checking people in
that locaetion in en effort to learn the fdentity of the unknown CBer.

"ter talking with Mr, McCarty, 1 interviewed Mr. Carroll Sacchfield, Mi 49, of 196 8.
Cooper, owner of Carroll's IV Service, 196 8. Cooper. 1In talking with him it was learncd
thac he had been and still is @ ham operator and a CEBer., He etated that he has been fooling
vith radios for tweanty-oix yeers, and that he was one of the first in Memphis to get a CB
radio, and has been working on them ever since. It is known by me, personally, that
Mr. Satchfield has ths reputation of being one of the best CB radio mechanics in Memphis.

Mr. Satchfield furthexr stated that on April 4, 19568 esometime around 6:30 p.m., he cavnot
be sure of the exact tima, he ewitched his CB radio from one chammel to channel 17, and
és eoon a8 he turncd onto channel 17 he hcard & CB unit asking for any station that wase
ligiening at the time to call the police department and inform them that he was in pursuit
of the white lustang that was responsible for tha ghooting of King. He also stated chat
he was east on fumrer et Parkway., He had heard a minute or two earlier something about a
shot being fired at King, but did not know that he had been hit.

To quote Vr. Batchfield exactly as he said it during the intexview, he stated, 'When I
first intcrcepted this call, I heard this mobile unit-¢it was at Summor and E, Parkway)
(llote: Wiile talking with Mr. Satchfield, he is referring to a city map of Momphis, and

to clarify tha different units, he has marked himsslf as being &3, the unit on Tanglewood
as 92, acd #1 as being at Jackson & Hollywood, &nd the unit chasing the white lustang ag
Ho. 4.) hie further stated, " We intercepted the call here at E. Parkway snd Summeor. "

¢4 use acking for any station at that time to cskl the pnlics department and toll thex he
vag in purguit of the white Mustang that was responsidble for the shooting of King. Ac thac
tine wo (his wife and son, snd an employee, Andy Anderson) had hesrd a minute or two esvlicr
something being fired at King. It happened so quick, the time sscrod to be around 6130 p.ils,
ve really didn't look at the time, Then I called out from wmy starion ¢3 to unit #? wilch
was in pursuit to let him know chat someone hed copied him, I came back real quick leciusa
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I wanted to keep in contact with the mobile unit number 4. I called any station on the

air, that could call the police department, and tell them that they (rurdber 4 and the white
rutstang) was heading east on Summer Avenue. Now this statfon right hem anevered, evidently
turned out to be this fellow right herg, number 2 station. He came back to me and he

stated that he was on the telephone calling the police. I asked this fellow in number 4

his location again, and at the same particélar time, I called out if there were any mobile
units on Summer, or any other place near by that could pull over a police car, at almost

the very instant, after 1 completed my broadcaseé, unit number one came back and said he

had a police car in sight, but he did not tell me the location. I thought he was near Alamo
Plaza, but apparently he wasn't , I later found out that he was at Hollywood and Jackson."

To further quote Mr. Satchfield, he stated " at that particular time, I looked at the meter
on my radio and it was reading 8.6, which indicated to me that it was a heck of a strong
station. It was strong, clear, like you had a D104 mike with a pre-amp. ( note; a Ddo4 mike .
is a brand name for a desk mike used to broadcast with, and is considered the best,A pre-amp
is a supplement added to the ®adio, to increase the power output or modulation ) The number
4 unit would not say anything, unless he was asked a specific question, and then he would
give an answer. UWhen this number 4 unit got to Summer and Highland, I told Andy Anderson
that something's wrong here, because the signal strergh on the number 4 unit was sonstant
clear, no noise what so ever. If this had been a mobile unit, and was going east on Summer
Avenue, his signal strength would become less, and there would be noise from the mobile unit.
1 continued to call this number 4 unit to get his different locations and from the locatfions
that he was giving me, and the time element that {t took him to go from one point to another
point, just could not be, he was moving too fast."

I asked Mr. Satchfield to describe what the voice of number four sounded like, and he stated
"it sounded like some real smart, exceptionally high-Q child, that had been hearing the
Booderick Crawford TV program and several other parrol type programs and was just brillant
enoush at that age, to concock something of this nature, not with a formular, but just
routine matter, his voice was young, it was a shallow voice, high-pitched, youthful sounding
voice, it didn't have any power behind it, like a older man would have, the frequency of his
voice, was quite on the ghih side, like a child from the age of 15 to 18 years old, with his
voice just on the verge of changing. The studio, or room, in which he was operating from
788 just as dead silent, as if he was completely sealed off from everything else. There wasat
:ny music, no sound of other people fn the room, no sound of a police wonitar, just as clear
as if he were broadcasting in the room by himself. There was no detectién of noise from his
signal what-go-wver."

e was asked that 1if a man had a halicraft receiver with no transmitter, and the party listentg
to the halicarft radio, could hear the mobile unit at Hollywood and Jackson, could hear his
station vhich i{s at Union and Cooper and the third station at Tanglewood and Southerm, but

w88 urable to have a clear copy on the mobile that was chasing the mustang at all times, could
i@ explain that? He stated that {t was possible that the station that claimed to be the

sovile chasing the white mustang, was so close to the halicraft receiver, that kt was over-
loading the “alicraft radio, causing too much pover in-put, which would distort the halicraft
recaiver.

\fter talking with Mr. Satchfield, I contacted Mr. Green at Armour Radio Station, and after
liscussing this matter with him and bringing him up to date in what I had found out in
reference to the halicraft receiver and the possibility that the CB Unit could be so close

to {t, that it overloaded the halicrafter receiver, he stated that this could aad does happen
ad also stated that the CB unit would bleed over onto televisions, in sowe cases, completely
cutting the audio and also onto regular AM, Stero, High-F{ and Anplifiers umed by guitarists
iad so forth.

\fter receiving the above information, I took a city map of Memphis and outlined the ares
tround the Ealicrafter recéiver, bounded on the west by North Highland on the nath by Summer
\venue, on the east by Graham, and on the south by Walnut Grove Rd. I then took a ruler

ind using the scale of milas on the city map, I measured from the halicraft receiver to
jollywood and Jackson, where the wobile, C3, unit with car 160, and found that it was 2 and k
ailes. From the halicrafter receiver to union and Cooper, three miles, and from the "”
ialicraft receiver to Souther and Tanglewood, 3 and % miles. At each one of the above
locations wvag a C3 Unit broadcasting to the mobila unit behind the mustang, and the halicrafte
receiver was picking them up loud and dear.

{ made a systematic check of the area that has been previously outlined, checking each streat
ind each time I found a CB antennae I checked with the néighbors and asked esch one 1f they

1ad problcms with the CBer interferring with their television, radios and so forth. Thare

s @ total of nine units in this arca and as I have baon previously told, by Mr. Satchfleld,
that no ocae had a right to chack these radioe except thu Federml Communicaticns Commission,
! moted their locaticns, the type of anteanacs and Iid not bother to interview them.
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While checking this area, a young mele white, whom 1 latar lesrned to ba Mike Peul C. Walting
14, 307 Eastland Drive, phone 327-3976 approached ma and asked 1f I wasn't a deiectiva, and

I told him yes. During our conversation, I told him that I was checking on tit» C3 units

in the nsighborhood, and he then told wa that he had a CB radio and pointaed out his house,'
I had alroady noted this address, and had checked with the neighbors to see {f they had

had any {nterference from it, and found that no one had experienced any d&ffultcy as a result
of a broadcast mada by this unit. In the course of our conversation, he invited ma into

the housa, where I found that he had six channels, but did not have channal 17, which was

the channel {n which the broadcast was made in reference to the CBer chasing a white musetang.
While talking with Mike his father came in from work, and in the court of conversation they
both stated that there was one particular radio station (CBer) in the meighborhood that
drowns out all the other units, because his station is so powerful. He stated that this
unit was located on Highland Park Plsce near High Point Terracs.

I had previously noted the address and antennse on Highland Park Place, and had checked with
the neighbors and found that this station had come over their telephone and television on
occassion, but none of them recalled anything unusual on April &4, 1968. I proceedad to this
location, 3776 Highland Park Place, and on checking fojnd no one at home. The next door
neighbor esid that these people were cut of town and would return home on Sunday Afternoon.

On Sunday, April 14, 1968 1 contacted the residence at 3776 Highland Park Place, and talked
wvith Mrs. E. L. Montedonico by phone, 327-3323, and asked if she had a young son, who used
the CB radio at her homa. She stated that she did, but that he would not be home until late
in the evening. I asked 1if {t would be possible to make an appointment with her and her soné
on ¥onday, April 15, 1968 in the AM, and this she agreed to do.

On Monday, April 15, 1968 at 9:30 AM, 1 went to 3776 Highland Park Plce, wvhere I found Mrs.
Monf.edonico at home. After explaining to her that we were checking all of the CB radios
in Mexphis, and that this was the lst one in this neighborhood to check, I nmeded to talke
vith her son. She said that her son, Eddie, had to go to school and would be home after
3:00 pPH.

She then invited me into Eddie's room to check his radio stating that hhe hnew nothing of
the radio, and that maybe 1f I looked I could get the information that I needaed without
waiting for Eddie to come home. I found that the parente of Eddie had converted the attic
into a room for Eddie and it contained the usual bedroom furniture along with a ham radio
sct, and a CB radio set. She said that Eddie had been fooling with radios since he was

14 yeard old and that he was now 17 years old and went on to complain about the expense of
tha hobby. She told me to go ahead and turn the radio en and check it all I wanted to,
and this I d4d. I found that this radio contained 23 channels and had a D104 mike. It

{s also to be noted at this time, that this room is in an attic completely away from the
sther part of the house. After letting the CB radio warm up, I contacted Mr. Satchfield
by phone, to chleck out this radio to see i{f it had the same reading on his meter as ha
previously stated and in checking his radio out, we found that he had a reading of 8.0.

After checking this radio, I made an appoint/ wgth Mr. Satchfield and Mr. McCarty the
owner of the halicraft receiver, for 4:00 PM, April 15, 1968 and we would attempt to get
Eddie Yontedonico to get on Channell 17 and talk so that we might vecognize his voice.

On April 15, 1968 at 3:15 PM, I received a telephone from Eddie Montedonico and during this
conversation with him, he did not specifically indicete that he would mot cooperate by _
brozdcasting on Chanel 17, but he did state that if anyone knew anything about CB's radios
they sbould know that it would be impossible to catch anyone wmaking an illegal breadcast

1f they wanted to avoid being caught. He stated that the voice could be changed, the power
output could be changed, that several things ¢tould be done to the CB radio to change up the
power cutput. He agreed to breadcast, but thought it was ridiculus. Due to the fact that
gddie Montedonico had made the above statement and since he had been & CBer for three yaears,
and & ham radio operator and the fact that his mother had previously stated that he works

on his own radio, It was decided not to conduct this test, however, Mr. Satchfield agreed
to listen to his radio and {f “\e ever hear the voice that he hear d the night of the chase
he would ivmediately turm his cape recorder on, which he keeps near his unit, and notify
this offke. " S TS
On April 12, 1968 Insp. N. E. Zachary contacted the Federal Communications Cormission in
Atlanta, Beorgia and talked with a Mr. Klein and requested that the FCC malla an investigation
fnto this matter in Memphis. Mr., Kline told Mr. Zachary that he would have to talk to his
boss, snd would return his call. As of this date, Mr. Kline has not returned the c. . %0
Inspecotr Zachary.
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A city map of Mermphis outlining the alledged route that the CB liobile Unit was following the
white wsitany, also outlining the differcat statibng that were talking to the liobfle Unit, -
the halicraft receiver and the suspect's location {s hereby attached in this report to aid
snd assist in better understanding the chase and why Zddie Montedonico is suppected.

The investijation pertaining to the CB radio is still open, however no further checks have
becn wade of radio units, because after talking to experts in the field of electronics and
radio, they all agrce that the aenly way possible to pin down the person responsible for.

making this broadcast would be for someone to recognize the voice or come forward and admit

it. As of this date, May 3, 1968, no one has come forward stating that they recognize the
voice.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 7/29/68

Mr. EDWARD LE MASTER MONTEDONICO, JR., 3776 Highland
Park Place, Memphis, Tennessee, voluntarily appeared at the _
Memphis Office of the FBI. Mr. MONTEDONICO was advised of the
identities of the interviewing Agents and the nature of the
inquiry, which concerned a citizens band (CB) radio transmission
during the evening of April 4, 1968, relaying information of a
Pontiac automobile following a white Mustang that was alleged
to have been involved in the shooting of HWARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR., on that date. Mr. MONTEDONICO was furnished a !Voluntary
Appearance; Advice of Rights'" form by SA HARLEY E., GYLFE. Mr.
MONTEDONICO after reading this form signed same and stated he
would gladly discuss this matter to the best of his ability.

Mr. MONTEDONICO stated during the evening of April 4,
1968, he was working on a term paper for school that was due
the next day. He said he was in his room but was not listening
to his CB unit or any other radio, nor did he have any radio
turned on. He commented he has his CB radio and his "ham"
radio in his room as well as a police monitor and a regular
commercial radio. He said his firstknowledge of MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR., being shot came from his mother who some few minutes
after the shooting called up to him in his room and rold him
what she had heard on the radio. He said he believes he then
turned on the police monitor to hear the events as they trans-
pired. Mr. MONTEDONICO stated shortly after his mother told
him about the shooting a friend (whose name he did not
choose to reveal) called him on the telephone and told him about
the shooting and then mentioned the CB transmission. He said
since he believes he had the police monitor turned on he naturally
did not turn on the CB unit.

Mr. MONTEDONICO advised he has read the local news-
papers account of the CB transmission but again commented he
did not hear this particular transmission.

Mr. MONTEDONICO was advised considerable investigation
has been conducted to establish the identity of the individual
or individuals that caused this CB transmission to be made.
It was pointed out to Mr. MONTEDONICO that it has been suggested
~he is the individual who made-this transmission-in question.

g

On _17/17/68 at Memphis, Tennessee ____ __ file # Memphis 87

SA ROBERT F. BOYLE and
by - SA IJAB__I-‘E;X_};.Q_VG_}:LI?E _ﬂ_ImG :mnr, e e Pwte dictated - 7/2,3,/68
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Mr. MONTEDONICO after swallowing hard and with a
break in his voice said he did not make the CB radio trans-
mission in question and after wiping a tear that had welled up
in his eye added he does not know or have any idea who made
that transmission. He said he could not understand why anyone
would accuse him of this act. He said that whoever accused him
of this does not know what they are talking about.

Mr. MONTEDONICO said that he did not think there
were many CB operators in Memphis who had knowledge of these
units that would be knowledgeable enough to pinpoint anyone
making a CB transmission of this type. He went on to add that
anyone with knowledge of CB radios could disguise their voices
and cause distortions in the transmission so as to be unable
to be identified. He said anyone with any knowledge of CB
radios and transmissions of this type knows no one can positively
identify the source of the transmission unless the guilty
person admitted it.

Mr. MONTEDONICO reluctantly but voluntarily mentioned
that he heard from a friend who was a patient in the Methodist
Hospital on April 4, 1968, that he had his CB unit in the
hospital room and heard the above mentioned CB transmission.

He reluctantly added that J, E, STANTON, 5009 Barfield Road,
Memphis, Tennessee, 'a friend of his father; was visiting in the
hospital and heard the above mentioned CB radio transmission
but had no idea who did the broadcasting.

Mr. MONTEDONICO stated emphatically that he did not
make the CB radio transmission in question and does not have
any knowledge as to the source of the transmission.

The following is a description of MONTEDONICO obtained
through interview and observation:

Name EDWARD LE MASTER MONTEDONICO, JR.
Address 3776 Highland Park Place, Memphis,
Tennessee

Age 18
Race White
Sex Male
Height 5'10"
Weight 180
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Hair Light brown, wavy

Eyes Blue

Build Stocky —

Marital status Single )

Education High school graduate (in June
1968) o

Occupation Sacker at Montesi Grocery
Store, M?mphis
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FBI
Date: 7/29/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-388 61)

FROM: SAC, LEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: imURKIN % ‘ entice seriad

: Ry 03f2/r?

Re: CB (Citizens Band) Radio Transmission
Memphis, Tennessee, during evening of
April 4, 1968, concerning chase of
white Mustang alleged to have been
involved in the shooting of MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., on that date.

Enclosed herewith is one copy each of the following
which relate to referenced matter:
1) Investigative report of the Memphis PD
2) Investigative insert by SA FRANKLIN L, JOHNSON

3) FD 302 of interview of Inspector N, E,
ZACHARY, Memphis PD, 5/17/68

4) FD 302 of interview of W, EUGENE SMITH,
4/10/68, Memphis

5) FD 302 of interview of EDWARD L. MONTEDONICO,
SR., 7/15-17/68, Memphis

6) FD 302 of interview of EDWARD L, MONTEDONICO,
JR., 7/17/68, Memphls ,

oot '*‘{ ““, SRS
- G@-— Bureau " (Encs“5;#wfﬁﬂ,

2 - Memphis .
"“HEG:mnr

el G 28/19&6

Begiviored .. A Special Atent in Charge
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The enclosures refer to investigation conducted
relative to referenced matter as it appeared to refer to
captioned matter.

The Bureau's attention is directed to the fact
the FCC does not have an office in the Memphis area; however,
an official of the Memphis PD did contact a representative
of the FCC at Atlanta, Ga., to report this incident. No
inquiry has been received by the Memphis PD or this office
from FCC relative to this referenced incident and therefore
it appears FCC is not interested in a CB radio transmission
of this type.

Concerning the possibility of interviewing other
individuals contacted by the Memphis PD during its investi-
gation of this matter, it is pointed out no attempt was made
to interview these individuals due to the investigation
conducted by the Memphis PD and due to the lack of evidence
indicating anyone other than EDWARD LE MASTER MONTEDONICO,
JR., was responsible for this radio transmission.

EDWARD LE MASTER MONTEDONICO, JR., was interviewed
as indicated on the enclosed FD 302, He indicated during the
interview that he had a great deal of experience in CB radio
transmissions and in the operation of these units. He
commented several times that anyone with a knowledge of
CB radios could disguise their voice and transmission so as
to go on broadcasting without being identified., He also said
that there is no way for anyone, including FCC, to identify
the sender of a transmission such as the one mentioned above
unless the guilty individual made the admission that he or
she was the individual that made the broadcast.

It is also noted that others during this inves-
tlgatlon expressed the same opinion that it is impossible
to identify the individual making a broadcast of this type
unless the guilty person admitted doing same,

It was determined also that there are numerous
individuals in the Memphis area operating CB radios illegally
and/or without being properly licensed. It was further determined
that numerous individuals broadcast using ''skip'" identification,
which is illegal,but which is known only to the sender and

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987

receiver, There are also numerous licensed CB radio
operators in the Memphis area and it was suggested that

there are possibly an equal number that are not licensed

and, therefore, it would be virtually impossible to interview
each and every individual either having a CB unit or having
access to one.

Various individuals commented during this investigation
that no one gets too excited about illegal broadcasts since
the FCC generally levies a fine of up to $50 and possibly
lifting the license for 3 to 6 months if a person is guilty
according to the FCC of making a broadcast of this type.
Therefore, no one does much about these illegal transmissions
since the punishment is this light., It was expresed that
the greatest fear of CB operators is the bad name they
receive when incidents of this nature are made public.

In light of the above, UACB no further investigation
is being conducted concerning referenced matter.
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RE: ALLEGED CHASE OF WHITE MUSTANG,
EVENING OF APRIL 4, 1968
(HOAX REPORT BY UNKNOWN PERSON
WITH CITIZENS BAND RADIO)

The following investigation was conducted by SA
FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON at Memphis, Tennessee, on the dates
indicated:

On the evening of April 4, 1968, after there had
peen traffic on the Police Department radlo in Memphis with
regard to a white Mustang reportedly seen leaving the scene
of the shooting of Dr. KING, there was additional traific on
the police radio concerning an alleged incident involving an
unknown citizens band (CB) radio operator who reported that he
was chasing a white Mustang occupied by three white males,
this unknown operator never identifying himself but continuing
to broadcast up to a point where he claimed that the chase
had reached a point north of Raleigh, Tennessee, a suburb of
Memphis.

On April 6, 1968, Inspector N. E. ZACHARY, Homicide
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, furnished the following
information with regard to this incident:

Inspector ZACHARY secured a tape recording of the
radio dispatches made following the murder of Dr. KING on
April 4, 1968, and listened to the radio traffic, which in-
cluded dispatches with regard to a chase allegedly made by an
unknown person of a white Mustang occupied by three white
males, all of which information was based upon reports made
by an unknown person broadcasting on a CB radio. Ue stated
that in listening to this tape recording, the first traffic
received on the police radio was at 6:33 p.m. The police
dispatcher received traffic from Police Car No. 160, which
Inspector ZACHARY determined was manncd by Lieutenant RUFUS
BRADSHAW. 1In substance, Lieutcenant BRADSHAW was transmitting
to the dispatcher information which he was receiving from one
individual who had a CB radio in his car, which individu~l in
tv 'n was receiving transmissions from some unkknowi, jrlividual
transmitting on a CB radio,. g, y /

Inspector ZACHARY adv1sed that on Apr11 4,
1968, while the transmissions in question were belng
made from the unknown CB operator, Lieutenant SAM T,
McCACHREN, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police Depa' .nent,
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received a telephone call from an individual who identified
himself as ED _CHAUNCEY, telephone number 276-0643, who
reported that he was monitoring his CB radio and overheard
an unknown operator in a mobile unit who claimed that

he was chasing a white Mustang. Mr. CHAUNCEY at this

time advised Lieutenant McCACHREN that he (CHAUNCEY)

was in contact with another CB operator known to him,
namely BILL AUSTEIN, and that the three CB operators,
namely the unknown operator, AUSTEIN, and CHAUNCEY, were
in contact with each other, and Mr. CHAUNCEY would supply
all information he received toc the Police Department to
assist them with regard to a chase in which the unknown
operator claimed to be involved. Thereafter, on April 6,
1968, Lieutenant J., D, MUSIC talked by/ telephone again
with both Mr. ED CHAUNCEY at the above telephone number
and with Mr. AUSTEIN, both of them at that time furnishing
substantially the same information as to what had

occurred with regard to these transmissions by an unknown
CB operator.

Inspertor ZACHARY advised that Lieutenant
RUFUS BRADSHAW, .Car No. 160, had been contacted on
April 6, 1968, at which time Lieutenant BRADSHAW had
stated that Mr. WILLIAM HUBBARD AUSTEIN, age 22, of
24 North Montgomery Street, Apartment 103, an employee
of Clendenin Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc., had
flagged down Lieutenant BRADSHAW at Jackson and Hollywood
on the evening of April 4, 1968, and called Lieutenant
BRADSHAW's attention to a broadcast being received on - ..o
CB radio in Mr. AUSTEIN's automobile. Lieutenant BRADSHAY,
in turn, dispatched to the police dispatcher the nature
of the information being received on Channel 17 of the
CB radio. Lieutenant BRADSHAW listened to the CB radio
in Mr. AUSTEIN's car and heard several different CB
operators talking on Channel 17.

In substance, an unknown CB operator was
giving reports as to his chase of a white Mustang
occupied by three white malow. Oilkey operators,
inciuding Mr. AUSTEIN, were attempting to communicate
with this unknown operator, attempting to get him to
identify himself, and informing him that they would
contact the Police Department in order to assist this
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unknown operator. The unknown operator, who claimed he
was chasing the Mustang, never identified himself.
Lieutenant BRADSHAW dispatched police cars to the

areas in which the unknown CB operator claimed to be
traveling, and none of the units dispatched saw any
activity such as that described by the unknown CB
operator. Lieutenant BRADSHAW was of the definite
opinion, after the unknown person making these reports
had finally left the air, that the entire CB broadcast
by this person was a complete hoax.

Inspector ZACHARY advised, after listening to
the police dispatcher's tape recording, and after talking
to Lieutenant BRADSHAW, that there were a number of factors
to indicate that the above-mentioned broadcast on CB
Channel 17 by the unknown person was a complete hozx.

He stated that the final proof that this matter was a
complete hoax was based upon communication between the
Police Department and the Shelby County Sheriff's Office
at the time the broadcast was in progress. After the
unknown operator reported his position as proceeding east
on Jackson Avenue toward Raleigh, Tennessee, the Police
Department immediately contacted the Shelby County
Sheriff's Office to alert that department, which had the
responsibility for policing Raleigh, Tennessee, which is
located outside the city limits of Memphis. During the
time that this broadcast was being made, and after the
unknown CB operator reported his position at the main
intersection at a stop light in Raleigh, Tennessee,
(Jackson Avenue and Stage Road), where the unknown
operator claimed the Mustang had run the stop light at
an excessive rate of speed, the Shelby County Sheriff's
Office advised the Memphis Police Department that this
information was false, since the Shelby County Sheriff's
Office had two units of its men stationed at this
intersection, and no such incident had occurred and no
such vehicles as those described by the unknown operator
had passed through that intersection,

Inspector ZACHARY advised that as a result of
a separate inquiry made by the Police Department
concerning this hoax report, he had determined that
there had been no contacts whatever between any unit
of the Memphis Police Department and the vehicles
described by the unknown person on the CB radio.
Trapector ZACHARY advised that at one point 1he unknown
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CB operator, in response to an inquiry from another CB
operator, identified his own automobile as a 1966 blue
Pontiac. Inspector ZACHARY pointed out that if there
had been a high speed chase of a white Mustang by a
1966 blue Pontiac, then this would have attracted
attention of numerous persons, and no one, other than
tte unknown CB radio operator, reported any such chase.

Inspector ZACHARY advised that he contemplated
some additional inquiry regarding this matter in an effort
to identify the person who made this hoax report, but
insofar as the investigation of the murderer of Dr.

KING was concerned, he was certain that the chase
reported by the unknown operator did not occur.

On April 10, 1968, Lieutenant J, D, HAMBY,
Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised that
he had interviewed in detail Mr. WILLIAM HERBERT AUSTEIN,
male white, age 22, of 24 North Montgomery, Apartment 103,
home telephone number 276-0986, an employee of Clendenin
Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc., and at this time
Mr. AUSTEIN furnished to him the following account of
the above-mentioned incident:

Mr. AUSTEIN is a licensed CB operator, having
call letters KOM-8637, who has both a mobile unit and
a base station, the base station being located at his home
at 24 North Montgomery, Apartment 103, in Memphis. Mr.
AUSTEIN furnished to Lieutenant HAMBY the following
information concerning an incident which occurred on the
afternoon of April 4, 1968:

He was at Zayre's Department Store on Poplar
Avenue in Memphis until approximately 5:55 p.m., when he
left that store and drove to Carlton's Esso Service Center
on the corner of Madison and Bellevue. As he arrived at
that service station, he heard the news cn a commercial
radio broadcast concerning the shooting of Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, After being at this service statlion about
five minutes, he drove to his apartment at 24 North
Montgomery. As nearly as he can recall, he then left
his apartment around 6:12 p.m., en route to Steamfitters
Local 614 on Jackson Avenue near Gragg School. En route
to this location, while he was traveling east on Jackson
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in the vicinity of Springdale, and at approximately
6:30 p.m., he was monitoring CB Channel 17 when he

heard a mobile unit request another mobile unit to call
the Police Department by '"land line'" (telephone). A
base station answered the caller, telling the caller
that the base station would call the police, the base
station inquiring as to the nature of the call that he
should make. About this time, due to static, the
original caller and the base station were unable to
communicate. At this same time, AUSTEIN noticed that
the original caller who was requesting police assistance
was very close to Mr. AUSTEIN's position, because there
was a very high reading on the signal strength meter

on the CB radio in Mr., AUSTEIN's car. Mr. AUSTEIN
therefore broke into the conversation between the original
caller and the base station, telling the caller that he

{(Mr. AUSTEIN) was very close to him, that Mr. AUSTEIN had
just spotted a police car and would relay the caller's
message to the police,

At this point, the original caller stated that
he was chasing a white Mustang east on Summer Avenue and
that the occupants of the Mustang were responsible for
Dr. KING's murder. Mr. AUSTEIN immediately flagged down
the police car and thereafter talked with the Lieutenant
who was in this police car at Loeb's Barbeque at the
intersection of Jackson and Hollywood. The Lieutenant
requested Mr. AUSTEIN to communicate again with the
unknown CB operator to determine that person's present
location. Mr. AUSTEIN called to this mobile unit b:
saying, '"Mobile that is chasing the white Mustang, what
is your present 10-20?" (The signal 10-20 means location.)
The original caller replied that he was approaching
Highland on Summer Avenue at a high rate of speed. Mr.
AUSTEIN relayed this information to the Police Lieutenant,
who in turn relayed this information to the police
dispatcher at central police headquarters.

The Lieutenant told Mr.AUSTEIN to keep talking
to the unknown caller so that the police could be
continuously informed as to his direction and Jocati-wa
in order that the police could irtereent the automoblls
allegedly Welng chased, Me. AUSTEIN lost Ccoantact with
the mobile dirit brisetfly, but after calling him several
times, he finally re-established contact with him.
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Mr. AUSTEIN inquired of the unknown caller
as to the description of the car that the unknown
caller was driving so that the police would be able to
easily identify the two vehicles when the police did
intercept them. The unknown caller responded that he
was driving a 1966 blue Pontiac and that as of that
time the white Mustang was exceeding 75 miles per hour,
and at the same time stating that the Mustang had
turned north off Summer Avenue, the caller giving the
name of the street on which this turn was made, but
Mr. AUSTEIN not recalling the name of the street as of
the time of this interview on April 10, 1968.

At this time there was some confusion as to
the direction that the Mustang and Pontiac were allegedly
taking. This confusion was due in part to the fact that

some CB base station had broken into the transmissions
and Mr. AUSTEIN could not hear the transmissions being
made by the unknown mobile unit.

The next transmission that Mr. AUSTEIN could
understand from the unknown mobile unit was to the
effect that this unit had turned north and was approaching
Raleigh (a subu.b northeast of Memphis) on Jackson Avenue,
Shortly after the unknown operator stated that he was -
approaching Raleigh, that same operator stated that he
had just passed Stage Road or Austin Peay Highway and that
he was being fired upon by the occupants of the white
Mustang. The unknown caller also stated that his speed
at that time was in excess of 100 miles per hour. Mr,
AUSTEIN asked the unknown operator to secure the license
number of the Mustang, to which the unknown operator
replied that he was afraid to get that close because
several shots had already been fired at him.

On the last transmission of the unknown
operator, Mr. AUSTEIN stated that this unknown operator
stated that he had just passed ""the Millington exit"
and the Mustang was gaining on him even though he had
the Pontiac "flat out," (Mr. AUSTEIN : 'derstood that
the unknown operator was indicating thai he was driving
as fast as the Pontiac would go,)

Mr. AUSTEIN called this unknown operator
several other times but received no resronse, He slso
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heard other CB operators join in, attempting to contact
this unknown operator, requesting the unknown operator
to give his call letters and his location but he heard
no other responses and no other transmissions from this
unknown operator,

Mr. AUSTEIN stated that at the time of the
above-mentioned transmission by{the unknown person in a
mobile CB unit, he did not recognize the voice of that
person. He stated that he understands there are more than
3,500 licensed CB operators in Memphis and possibly that
many more who are unlicensed. He stated that whereas at
first he thought the unknown operator was reporting a
factual situation and actually needed police assistance,
there is nc doubt whatever in his mind but that the entire
transmission was a complete hoax. He stated as the
transmissions of the unknown operator continued, he
observed that there was not sufficicent time for the two
vehicles to travel from one point where the operator
claimed to be, to some other point identified by the
unknown operator a short time later.

He also observed that during the last several
transmissions of the unknown operator, there was no change
in the signal strength indicated on the ""S-Meter" in Mr.
AUSTEIN's car, whereas if the unknown person calling had
actually been traveling east at a high rate of speed as
he claimed to be doing, then the signal strength would
have become increasingly weaker. He stated it was his
judgment that the unknown person making these calls had
actually parked at the time the last few transmissions
were made.

Also, when the unknown operator reported that
he had turned north off Summer Avenue, his signal strength
was very weak, and a short time later when the unknowu
operator was reporting that he was turning north on
Jackson Avenue, his signal strength became noticesiily
stronger. '

Mr. AUSTEIN explained that what he referred to
as an "S~-Meter'" is an instrument on a CB radio which
indicates the relative strength of an incoming signal from
another unit., He pointed out that when he first heard
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the broadcast of the unknown caller who was asking for
police assistance, the S-Meter in his car was registering
as strong as it can register, indicating to him that

the caller may have been as close as 150 feet from

his location and not more than two blocks away. He
stated at the time of the last transmission of the
unknown caller, the S-Meter reading was 15 and would
indicate to him that the caller was an efitimated two
miles away.

Mr. AUSTEIN pointed out that the unknown caller
is undoubtedly familiar with the northeastern section of
Memphis, through which he claimed to be passing, but he
did observe that the unknown caller had reported that the
unknown caller turned '"north on Jackson,' whereas most

Memphians familiar with that section of Memphis would
indicate that they turned east on Jackson. Jackson Avenue
is generally regarded as an east-west street, although

at the point where Jackson Avenue approaches the town of
Raleigh, Tennessee, the general direction is southwest to

northeast.

As to the possible identity of the unknown
caller, Mr. AUSTEIN furnished the following information
to Lieutenant HAMBY:

He stated that he does not know the identity
of the caller, but due to some events which have occurred
since that transmission, he wanted to furnish the following
information which might possibly assist in identifying
the unknown caller:

This information related to a white male whose
last name is FERGUSON, who is employed by the Ben J.
Malone Company as an apprentice steamfitter, and who
belongs to the same Union to which Mr. AUSTEIN belongs,
namely Steamfitters Local No. 614, 3754 Jackson Avenue,
near the Gragg School, the location of this Union being
near the town of Raleigh, Tennessee, through which the
unknown caller claimed to have passed after approaching
Raleigh, Tennessee, on Jackson Avenue. Mr. AUSTEIN
furnished the followiung information to Lieutenant HAMBY
concerning FERGUSON ;
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FERGUSON has a CB radio. His car is a 1966
blue Ford. FERGUSON had reason to be in the general
area covered by the transmissions mentioned above,
since FERGUSON and others were supposed to be at a
meeting at 3754 Jackson Avenue at Steamfitters Local
614 at 7:00 p.m. Since Mr. AUSTEIN knows that FERGUSON
has a CB antenna located on a trunk mount, FERGUSON's
CB signals will be directional. That is, when FERGUSON
is transmitting, his signal will be stronger in one
direction than in another direction, the strongest
signal being to the front of the vehicle, the weakest
signals being to either side, and the signal to the
rear of the vehicle being of moderate strength.

Mr. AUSTEIN went on to state that if the
unknown caller were traveling east and then turned
north, the unknown caller's signals would have dropped
because of the directional properties of the trunk-mount
antenna. Mr. AUSTEIN noticed that when the unknoéwn
caller reported that he was turning north off Summer
Avenue, the signal dropped to the point where Mr. AUSTEIN
had difficulty hearing the transmissions.

When Mr. AUSTEIN arrived at the Union Hall,
he was questioned by his instructor, Mr. EDWARD MORGAN,
as to why he was late. Mr. AUSTEIN explained to him
what had occurred in the presence of other persons at
the Union meeting. Mr. FERGUSON, mentioned above, was
one of those present. Mr. MORGAN indicated a displeasure
over the fact that Mr. AUSTEIN had attempted to assist
the police in locating the murderer of Dr. KING, FERGUSON
at this time made the statement, '"Were you the one that I
heard in that mess on Channel 17?" Mr. AUSTEIN told
FERGUSON that he (AUSTEIN) was the operator attempting
to relay information to the police. FERGUSON made a
remark to the effect that if AUSTEIN had "any sense at
all,'" he should have helped the white Mustang to escape.
FERGUSON went on to make other remarks indicating that
AUSTEIN should nhot have assisted the police to catch a
man who had performed a public service (FERGUSON indicating
by his remarks that he thought that the person who killed
Dr. KING had done a public service),
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AUSTEIN did not see FERGUSON again for some
45 minutes,when the entire group was dismissed early
because of the curfew which had been imposed. As those
present left the meeting, AUSTEIN told FERGUSON to call
him on the CB radio when both were in their cars,
because AUSTEIN wanted to see how his unit sounded.
He added that this is a common practice among CB operators.
Shortly thereafter FERGUSON did call AUSTEIN, and when
FERGUSON started to talking on the CB radio, AUSTEIN
associated FERGUSON's voice with the voice he had heard
earlier from the unknown person who made the hoax
transmissions as outlined above.

During this interview, Mr. AUSTEIN identified
one of the other CB operators who attempted to assist
the unknown caller and Mr. AUSTEIN as Mr. ED CHAUNCEY,
Mr . CHAUNCEY having contacted the Police Department by
telephone at the time the transmissions were being made
by the unknown CB operator. He stated that Mr. CHAUNCEY
also attempted to assist_in getting the identity of the
unknown caller and the location of the vehicles as the
unknown caller vis transmitting and claiming to be
chasing the Mustang. )

Mr. AUSTEIN also advised during this interview
with Lieutenant HAMBY that he had previously assisted the
Police Department in September 1966 when he chased a
suspicious person who was later apprehended by the Police
Department based upon the information which he relayed to
the Police Department.
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Inspector N. E. ZACHARY, Homicide Sqguad, Memnhis
Police Department, Mcmphis, Tennessee, advised his squ..d
has done as much investigation as possible concerning a
citizens band (CB) radio transmission on April 4, 19G8, that
appears to be a8 hoax. He commented this broadcast concerned
the CB tranamiassion at about 6:30 P.M. on April 4, 1S$G8, by
an individual allegedly in a 1966 blue Pontiac that wns chasing
a white Mustang east and north on Jackson Avenue, Momphis,
Tennessee, at a high rate of speed. Inspector ZACIARY said
that according to this transmission, tie 2 cars were traveling
at 95 miles an hour through the intersection of Stage Road
and Austin Peay Highway (extension of Jackson Avenuc) in Raleigh,
a suburb of Memphis, and shortly thercafter it was alleged,
according to the radio transmission that the white Mustang was
shooting at the blue Pontiac. Inspector ZACHARY advised the
Shelby County Sheriff's Office had two patrol cars at this
intersection at the time of the alleged chase and they did
not observe any cars pass this intersection at a high rate of
speed,

Inspector ZACHARY advised their investigation indicates
one EDDIE MONTEDONICO, age 17, son of Mr. and Mrs. E, L. MONTE~
DONICO, 3776 Highland Park Place, Memphis, Tennessee, may
possibly have made the above mentioned CB radio transmission.
lie said when EDDIE MONTEDONICO was contacted, he did not
specifically indicate he would not cooperate but commented
if anyone ‘knew anything about CB radios, it would be impossible
to catch anyone making an illegal broadcast.

Inspector ZACHARY advised, therefore, no further in-
vestigation has been conducted by his squad due to the lack
of specific information that EDDIE MONTEDONICO made the trans-
mission and due to EDDIE MONTEDONICO's apparent lack of co=-
operation.

5/17/68 Memphis, Tennessee Memphis 44-1987
(;ﬁf;' ‘

SA HARLEY E. GYLFE:mnr 5/23/68
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date _ April 12, 1968

Mr. W, EUGENE SMITH, 3876 Bishop Ridge Road,
Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed in the presence of
Lt. JAMES HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police Department,
Memphis, Tennessee.

Mr. SMITH advised he believes he may have some
information that would be of interest concerning a radio
transmission on a citizen band unit during the early evening
hours of April 4, 1968. Mr. SMITH advised he is referring
to the transmission of an individual driving behind a white
Mustang on Jackson Avenue in Memphis at a high rate of speed.

Mr. SMITH stated late in the evening on April 4,
1968, his wife received a telephone call from Mrs. E. HEWETT,
3440 Hardin Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. He said that Mrs.
HEWETT told his wife that her neighbor, WOODROW FRANKLIN,
who resides at 3436 Hardin Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, had
come over to her house shortly after Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING
had been shot and told her that KING was killed. Mr. SMITH
said Mrs. HEWETT commented that FRANKLIN was very elated
over the shooting. He said that Mrs. HEWETT told his wife
that FRANKLINls a citizen band or ham radio in his garage.

Mr. SMITH stated that this information has
bothered him since he has heard about the wild chase that
occurred on Jackson Avenue, and he is of the opinion that
it is possible FRANKLIN may have been the individual who
made this broadcast.

Mr. SMITH advised he does not have any additional
information and that he is merely furnishing this information
on a confidential basis.

ny 4/10/68 ~ Memphis, Tennessee [, ,  Memphis 44~1987
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date . 1/29/68

Mr. EDWARD L. MONTEDONICO, SR., 3776 Highland Park
Place, Memphis, Tennessee, was contacted, July 15, 1968, at his
place of business, the Van Court Rental Agency, Room 105,
Commerce Title Building, 12 South Main Street, Memphis, Ten-
nessee. Mr. MONTE.JONICO was advised of the identity of the
interviewing Agents and was advised the nature of the inquiry.”

Mr. MONTEDONICO was advised that this inquiry relates
to a citizens band (CB) radio transmission that occurred
during the evening of April 4, 1968, at which time a Pontiac
car with a CB unit alleged it was following a white Mustang
that was involved in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
on that date. Mr. MONTEDONICO was further advised that in-
vestigation conducted in this matter indicates the type of
equipment used in this transmission is the same type of CB
equipment operated by his son, EDWARD L. MONTEDONICO, JR. He
was further advised that information developed during the
investigation indicated the transmission did not come from a
mobile unit but rather came from a stationary unit and came
from the direction of his residence. He was also advised it
was specifically indicated it was his son that made the above
mentioned CB radio transmission. It was pointed out to Mr.
MONTEDONICO that inasmuch as it is believed his son is 17
years of age, he was being contacted prior to contact of his
son.

Mr. MONTEDONICO advised he is aware of the CB radio
transmission since he recalls reading about this incident
in the local newspapers and secondly his wife advised him some
time ago that an officer of the Memphis Police Department
contacted her and their son about the incident. Mr. MONTEDONICO
advised that at that time after the officer had talked to his
son, he discussed this incident with his son. He said he
learned from his son that his son did not make the broadcast.
Mr. MONTEDONICO said he believes his son and added he has never
known his son to lie to him in the past and sees no reason for
his son to lie to him about this incident since punishment for
a transmission of this nature would be minor.

[
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Mr. MONTEDONICO advised he will contact his son and
determine when his son is available for interview because
since his son's graduation from high school in June of this
year he began to work in a local grocery store. Mr. MONTEDONICO
said he has no objection to his son being interviewed concerning
this matter.

Mr. MONTEDONICO advised on July 16, 1968, that his
son had appointments on that date and it would be inconvenient
for him to discuss this matter on that date.

On July 17, 1968, Mr. MONTEDONICO stated that his son
was free during the morning and suggested that his son be
contacted for a specific time for an interview.
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