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- FD-350 (Rev. 7-16563)

__Key Witness In Ray Case
- Walks Free After Ruling

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON
Charles Q. Stephens, 57-year-old key witness in the coming
trial of the man charged with killing Dr, Martin Luther King
Jr., walked free from the Shelby County Jail yesterday after a
Circuit Court judge ruled his imprisonment as a ‘‘material
witness’ was illegal.
Judge William W. O’Hearn held that Mr. Stephens’ im-

and ordered his instant release.

prisonment for the past 30 days was thhout legal ,justification

imprison a man because he is;
the victim of circumstances?”’|
Judge O’Hearn asked. “Mr.
Stephens promises to cooper-|
ate as a state witness. He has'
,not violated the statutes. He
cannot be imprisoned on con-
jectures as to what he
might do.” [

Mr. Stephens is supposed to

have seen a man identifiable
as James Earl Ray, charged
with Dr. King’s murder, run
from the second floor of a
South Main Street rooming
house from which the fatal
ishot was fired April 4.
i Asst. Atty. Gen. James C.
'Beasley told the court the pros-
ecution has no other witness
!who “can testify to the same
material facts.”

Mr. Beasley said Mr. Ste-
phens was ‘placed in jail ‘“‘to
keep him from being disposed
of—to speak plainly.” Howev-
er, Police Chief Henry Lux
said a three-shift bodyguard
detailed to guard the witness
in the Shelby County Jail
would be discontinued. “We .,
haven’t the men to supply a
bodyguardfor Stephens,”
Chief Lux said.

Mr. Stephens was freed on a
writ of habeas corpus. During
the hearing Judge O’Hearn ob-
served, ‘It would be naive not
to consider that something
could happen to him (if he is
released).” !

Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale
and the Memphis office of the
FBI replied, “No comment,”
when asked if Mr. Stephens
will be given a bodyguard,i
which he said he is willing to
accept. He had a bodyguard
outside the jail frorr' JulySm
July 22. K

On July 22, Criminal Court
Judge W. Preston Battle, who
will preside at Ray’s trial, or-
dered Mr. Stephens held in de-
fault of a $10,000 material wit-
ness bond. Until 3:30 p.m. yes-
terday he had been held in an
air conditioned private room
on the fifth floor of the Shelby
County Jail.

It was the first of several
pretrial orders issued by Judge
Battle to be tested in another
court,

Jay Fred Friedman, one of

Mr. Stephens’ attorneys, quot-
ed his client as saying, “I'm

‘going underground — out of

circulation. Last time I opened
my mouth they put me in jail.
This time I'm going to keep
my mouth shut.”

Mr. Friedman said Mr. Ste-
phens, a former heavy machi-
nery operator drawing a par-
tial disability pension of $113|
from the Veterans Administra-
tion, will remain in Shelby

v|County as ordered by Judge

O’Hearn and will be on hand to
testify when the Ray trial
opens Nov. 12.

Mr. Stephens testified he
agreed to “‘take a room” at the
jail upon being assured he
could leave occasionally under
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police " protection’ and could
have visitors. He said he had
been allowed no visitors ex-
cept his two attorneys.

Harvey L. Gipson, co-coun-
sel for Mr. Stephens, objected
that his client had been al-
lowed fewer visitors than ac-
cused criminals and convicts,

. Mr. Stephens who has a
drinking problem, appeared in
excellent health, He appeared
10 to 20 pounds heavier than
when he went on jail fare,

He wore a blue, grey and
white-checked sport shirt, gray
sslacks and soft - finished loaf-
ers. -

Order Frees ikey Witness

Luther King Jr. left the Shelby County

Criminal Courts Building with Harve'y

L. Gipson, one of hisdaf-‘l-orn:zs. /:l:;:n:
i he of habeas corpus or ering the r

rir:nor:f;owha:s ol:\,:;nyii;:;:if?gdv;tez ltey w:;*.'s.granh?;;-l| by Circuit Court Jud:ye

witness in the death of Dr. Martin William O'Hearn.

A confinement of 40 days H'l.ai'
began voluntarily and ended with
Charles Quitman Stephens [right) a
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

‘Lead’ Claimed
In King Slaying

. n defense
la\?/;g;mi‘njthgal(ies;g murder newspdper, city and state.)
trial, told The Press-Scimi-
tar he received a letter this
morning that is *‘one of the .
best leads yet in the case.” — PAGE =1 3

Ranes quoted the writer as

saying: ‘I would have con-
___ MEMPHIS PRESS

tacted you sooner, but I'm in
public work. I can't stick my SCIMITAR

- neck out too far.”
Hanes said in Birming- .
ham, his home, that he re- ___ MEMPHIS , TENN,
ceived the letter there yes-
terday, and it was post-
marked Memphis.

“I want to develop the T
truth of this thing,” Hanes
said, though he confirmed
that he believes the lead in I
favor of his client, James
Earl Ray, who is held in the
Shelby County jail on a
charge of killing Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

The writer was anony-

mous, but asked Hanes
phone number and exact ad- Date: 8=21~68
dress — phone (205) 324-9536 caition, HOME

at Room 617 Frank Nelson

Bldg., Birmingham. Author:
; The lawyer declined to re- Editor:
J »
, veal the lead, saying the evi- Title: CHAS. H. SCHNEIDER
1 dence must wait for the ’

trial.
f “It directly bears on the

case,” he sa@d. Character:

- . T or

Classification: 34?/ /{1/7

Submitting Office: //ﬂ}(& P y7// ¢
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date

#r. DOR ¥OOD, Aeromarine Supply Compeny, Birmingbam,
tolephonieally canmtd Bpecial Agent NRIL P, wx and
furnished the following information:

WOOD stated that at spproximately 5:15 or 5:30 p.m.,
en August 12, 1568, ARTHUR HARES, Attormey, appeared =zt
the Aeromerine Supply Company and regquasted to speak with him,
WOOD advised that he was busy and when he had completed his
s2le, he spoke witlh Mr. HANES, who made smnll talk for a few
minutes and then said "DON, my man is 30 shook up, he
can't romember exactily what ttu he was in this store on
that Friday and Saturda ; you remember what
time be was ino bere?” ;om uvim that he told BANES
that "he was in here sometinme in the afternooa."”

WOOD stated that following this exchange, HARRS
theaked him very much and then left the store. At no time
did HARES refer to his client, JAKES EARL RAY or anyone
else by name but left no dom in bBis (VOOD's) mind that
he was referring to his clieat, JAMES ERARL RAY.

WOOD stated also that HANES came in his store about
two or thres weeks age and purchased two .38 saliber Coilt
Detective Specials from him,and stated 2t the time theat he
noedsd them for protection feor both he and his =on becauss
of harassing telephone calls.

On—8/12/68— '—Birminghen;—Alsbame——F/lo ¥ BR 441740
ME 44-1987
by SA NEIL P, SHARAHAN:rte ‘ Date dictated3/13/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

z*
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Birmingham, Alabama, 35203

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. August 13, 1968

Re: James Earl Ray;
Reverend Martin Luther King - Victim

Mr. Don Wood, Aeromarine Supply Company, Birminghawm,
Alabama, telephonically contacted Special Agent Neil P.
Shanahan of the Birmingham office of the FBI and furnished
the following information:
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-FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) ‘
. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

" Date 8/13/68

Hr, DON WOOD, Aeremarine Supply Company, Birmingham,
telephonicelly contacted Bpecial Agent REIL P, SHANAHAN and
furnished the following information:

WOOD stated that at spproximately 5:15 or 5:30 p.m,,
on August 12, 1968, ARTHUR HAKES, Attormey, appeared at
the Aersmarino Supply Company and requested to speak with him,
WOOD advigsed that he was busy and when he had completed his
sale, he spoke with Mr., HAMNES, who made small talk for a fow
sinutes and then said "DON, my man is 50 shook up, he
can't remember exactly what time he was in this store on
that Friday and Saturday afterncon, Can you romember what
time bho was in here?"” advised that he told HANES
that "he was in here sometime ia the afternoon.,”

WOOD stated that following this exchange, HANES
thanked him very much and then left the store, At no time
did BANES refer to his client, JAMES EARL RAY or anyone
else by name but left no doubt in his (WOOD's) mind that
he was referring to his client, JAMES EARL RAY,

WOOD stated 2190 that HARES came in his store about
two ar three weeks ago and purchased two .38 ealidber Colt
Detective Specials from him,and stated at the time that he
needad them for protection for both he and his son because
of harassing telephone calls,

on__8/12/68 ., Birminghaw, Alabama Filo# BE #4-1740
HE 44-1987

SA WEXIL P, SHARAEAN:rte 8/13/68
by. ; Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Birmingham, Alabama, 35203

I n Reply, Please Refer to
File No. August 13, 1968

Re: James Earl Ray;
Reverend MHartin Luther King - Victim

Mr, Don Wood, Aeromarine Supply Company, Birminghanm,
Alabzma, telephonically contacted Special Agent Neil P,
Shanahan of the Birmingham office of the FBI and furnished
the following information:
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote____8/13/68

¥r, DON WOOD, Aeromarine Supply Company, Birmingham,
telephonically contacted Special Agent NEIL P, SHANAHAN and
furnished the following information:

WOOD stated that at approximately 5:15 or 5:30 p.nm.,
on August 12, 1968, ARTHUR HANES, Attorney, appeared at
the Aoromarine Supply Company and regquested to speak with him,
WOOP advised that he was busy and when he had completed his
sale, he spoke with Mr, HANES, who made small talk for a few
minutes and then said "DON, my man is so shook up, he
can't romember exsctly what time he was in tkis store on
that Priday and Saturday afternoon, Cs»r you remember what
tine he was in here?” WOOD advised that he told HANES
that "he was in here gsometime in the afternoon.,"”

WOOD stated that following this exchange, HANES
thanked him very much and then left the store, At no time
did HANES refer to his client, JAMES EARL RAY or anyone
else by name but left no doubt in his (WOOD's) mind that
he was referring to his client, JAMES EARL RAY,

WOOD stated also that HARES came in his store about
two : o three weeks ago and purchased two ,38 caliber Colt
Detective Specials from him,and stated at the time that he
needed them for protection for both he and his son because
of harassing telephone calls,

on__8/12/68 o Birminghem, Alabama File#_BH 441740

Y.
Y

ME 44~-1987

SA NEIL P, SHANAHAN:xte 8/13/68

Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. it is the property -of the FBI and is looned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed oulside your agency.
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LON 88-72

The bank personnel state that the slips are
always written in long hand and usually they don't bother
with name and address except where there is a large amount
of money involved. In this instance %£84-15-8 is $213.48,
at $2.40 to the &. Bank personnel state thousands of
transactions are conducted daily and they would not be able
to recal]l any particular person or transaction.
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vicinity where clothing and the
recovered was inteunsificd and
displaved. No identification

result of {hig investigation.

Laundrv and dry cleaning cstabdlishments in ths
Greater Alton area were canvagsed. Laundry ana
dry clcaning symbols not positively identificd
and vhotes of RAY and his associates werce unfami
to perasong contacted,
Informants, particulariy 51 31514-C and 51 G848
have been civen definite agsignments in conncciion
with this metter. Infornatin developed Ly then
has tendcd to indicate carlicr suspects JOIN
MC CLINTOCK, HARCLD RICHAID CCOVINGTON, and DIILLAR
RINDSTATT were involved in the btank robbery and
that BAY was definitely not involved., SI 1E85Z-C
stated he nersonally knows DAY and bBelioves he
would have Inown if RAY had been in the Alton

IaYelsd

area suboeguent to April, 10067.

Area nolicce departments have contacted infornantis
and have izeen unable to come up with any infor-
mation %o indicate either that RAY took part in
the bhank robbery or was in the Alton area sulse-
gquent to April, 1967,

Parole ofiicers MARION VAN ¥FOSSEN and HOWARD
SHELTON contacted parolees and probationers
assigned to them and were unable to develop any
information suggesting that RAY had been in the
Alton arca subsequent to April, 1967.

PAUL COUSLEY, Editor, Alton Evening Telcgraph,
was confidentially contacted on several occasions
during the course of this investigation and he
advised that sources of thc newspaper and puizlic
call-ins have bkeen monitored since the MURKIN
case brolec, however, hecausc of thce great deal

of publicity attached to JAMES EARL RAY and the
Alton area, additional emphasis was placed on

-2
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developing information ning RAY. CCOUSLAY
stated that smources of ih ypey and public
call-ins developed no aat i to indicate
that LAY h‘u returned to A1t after his escanc
from the Mispouri bltate Peor *ontxald

Review of Dnbljc records in Alton and at the
county seal of Madigon Countvy in Udwardsville,
Il1linods, were made against the name JANES LAY
RAY and a2ll known aliasco witheut deve;opln;
any positive information.

UACYE since investigation hag faile to date to link
JAMBLS BEARL RAY with the robbery of thae Bai of Alton, Sprins-
ficld will discontinue submission of the ily teletvpe. 1In

-
M

its stead, weckly sumnmary airtels will b uomlttcc and con-
Lindod emphasis will e placed on
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August 20, 1968 -
(3ENF3LA1.HTVESTIGA. E DIVISION

This is the case involving the mur -
der of Martin Luther King, Jr,

The attached relates to a Subpoena
Duces Tecum received by SAC Jensen of
our Memphis Office requesting his
appearance in Shelby County Tennessee
Court on 8-21-68. The matter in
court relates to Writ of Habeas Cor-
pus in order that Charles Quitman
Stephens, who is being held by the
state as a material witness, might be
released from incarceration,

This matter will be discussed with
the Department and Memphis will be
accordingly advised.

o
v

REL: jms
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PAGE THREE
THAT SHOULD THERE BE ANY CHANGE IN MATTER HE WOULD SO ADVISE®-

THIS OFFICE. BEASLEY OF OPINION JUDGE BEFORE WHOM CASE WOULD BE

HEARD WOULD BE FAVORABLE TO QUASHING SUBPOENAES.

BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF ANY ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENTS.
P.

EN]
SLB
FBI WASH DC
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