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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Scattle, Washington

In Reply, Please Refer to August 16, 1988

File No.

SGoT
I

HOVARD DPUHILLIP ITHI:]
INFORMATION COWC 3‘”-\"

L

On August 15, 19388, Mrs., RACHL WH ils, South 2503
Teko, Spokance, Vashington, 2‘”1d Miss DCOHNILE LOUISH WHITH,
South 1303 Cr0f*1jhv, opoxane, VWashington, advised tant
on LAuzust 13, 185G, they were en »oute From lilton ¥rocwater,
Grcgon,’to Sooka:c, Vashington., Upon lcaving Walla Walla,
Voshineton, they observed a young man hitchhiking nea:x
the outskivis of town. As it was appvoxinately 11:30 M,
they decided to give the man a ride as they felt sorry
for him being out so late hitchhiking. The men gave his
name S PUHTLLIP DTHRIDGE and advised that he was going to
Cocur Plcnv, v to wort in a lime plant.

WIINIBGE got into the back scat of the 1837
Chevrolet two-=door havdtop, being driven by DACHLEL VWIIITE
STINIDGE sat behind ﬁCUJIi/E)ITB, who was sittling in the

1

passenger side of the front seat.

RACIIEL WilITh aud DOMNID WIUITYe cavised that
appronimately three miles o Colfiax, Washington, UL TDGE
wcendng to the ciffcecet that a guinl pointea at
UITH's head and that he was nax anG ror DOithEi

girl to look back or he would shoot. told RACHILVWIITE

B
SaLG 80

o1
DOWITTN WY
DRI LSy 0

to keep driving the vehicle but he did > give any dircctions.

advisea that as they enterced Coli WVashington,
ward Pul}ﬂﬂﬂ Washington, 5 ~%;_; o turining
uuc. She st bcr‘ that she knew traific would
betweon Col.fa'\: ana Pullwman and there were more
in the cvent DTHRIDES lerft the givls in the
country as he was indicating he planned to do. ILTEARAIDGE

agssurced the girls that he dLO not intend to molest then
but dia intend to tale their montv ana their vaehicie.

v

PACHEHBL WHITE and BONITLL WiliTi stated that as they proceceded
toward Pullman, Washington, DTHIIDGE told them that he had
killed two policemen and had woundeda other men. Ie then

v

This document coutains neither
recommencations nor conclusions
ol the I'BI. It is the property

of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are
not to pe distributed ocutside
your agency.
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Mr. Stephen J. Pollak

For your information, Assistant Attorney General Fred M,
Vinson, Jr., by letter dated July 12, 1968, which was received in this
Bureau July 15, 1968, requested that the records of the Missouri
State Penitentiary be reviewed pertaining to Ray and references to
Ray's family background; education; physical, medical and psychiatric
examinations and disciplinary proceedings be summarized. Such
records had previously been reviewed in the initial phase of the fugitive
aspect of this investigation, and the results of the review had been set
forth in the pertinent reports prepared by our Kansas City Office and
referred to in your letter. Since they contained the desired information
requested by Assistant Attorney General Vinson, copies of these
reports were furnished to Mr. Vinson on July 19, 1968, with a copy
for you, even though they did not appear to contain information relevant
to the prosecutive aspects of this case, but rather to the fugitive
investigation,

We will continue to furnish to the Department, on a timely
basis, copies of investigative reports and the results of interviews
prepared in this case,

See memo Rosen to DeLoach, dated 8/21/68, captioned,
""MURKIN, " JGK:cs,
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——
Alre Folson 20
My, Detonchy”
AMeo Mohr
Mr. Bishop

. Casper
Mre Callahan _

. Conrad __
Afr.
Mr.
Mr. P
M. hulli'»'ml?—v__,‘
Mee Tavel
\lr. Trotter
I'ele. Room . _

Miss Holines

Miss Gandy .
L
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Please continue to furnish copies of all reports
and interviews which your Bureau conducts as soon as
they are received by your headquarters. I would request

/ ‘
¥

that delays such as that noted in the first paragraph
of this memorandum be avoided if at all possible.

o .. P ‘. K
%Lti_\s ‘(\&%}; _u’kl%’ \AJ%»(EZ{;’.Q} Lo “+ g;.,,,(;) ‘

3

7
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Memo Rosen to DeL.oach
RE: MURKIN

dentially came to our attention before Vinson's memorandum was written
that British prison authorities had asked Vinson for information of this
type in connection with their responsibility to maintain Ray's custody
and the extradition proceedings,)

We had, of course, reviewed such records in the initial
phase of the fugitive aspect of the investigation, and the results had
been set forth in the fugitive reports dated May 15, 1968, and June 14,
1968, submitted by our Kansas City Office, Copies of these reports,
which contained in full the information requested by Vinson in his
letter, were furnished to him on July 19, 1968, Since the Attorney
General had requested that information relating to the case be furnished
to both Vinson and Assistant Attorney General Stephen J, Pollak of
the Civil Rights Division, copies of the pertinent reports were also
furnished to Pollak,

It should be noted Vinson did not furnish Pollak a copy
of his (Vinson's) July 12, 1968, letter to the Bureau and consequently
Pollak is apparently completely unaware the pertinent Kansas City
reports were furnished to him and Vinson in answer to Vinson's
specific request, This is another typical example in the Department
of the left hand not knowing what the right hand is doing and explains
why Pollak has gone off half cocked in erroneously accusing us of delay
in disseminating the reports in question,

As a further example of this lack of coordination between
Pollak and Vinson as relates to this case, it is noted that after Ray
was turned over to state authorities in Tennessee we inquired of Vinson
by letter whether the Federal process against Ray should be dismissed
since the extradition order did not cite the Federal Civil Rights charges
and it was our understanding that Ray could not, therefore, be prosecuted
on Federal charges. A copy of our letter was furnished to Pollak,

Vinson in reply advised us that he felt the Federal process
should be dismissed; however, Pollak, apparently unaware of Vinson's
position, subsequently advised us that he felt the process should not
be dismissed pending disposition of the state murder charges against
Ray, It was necessary for us by memorandum to point out the
discrepancy in the two views and request clarification in the matter,

-2 - CONTINUED - OVER
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TELETYPE TO MEMPHIS
MURKIN
44-1987

CONCLUDED JAMES EARL RAY, K ONE SEVEN ONE, K TWO ONE ONL,
K TWO FIVE SEVEN, PREPARED THE RAYMS SIGNATURE ON LINE
TWENTYFOUR OF REGISTER PAGE: THE QUESTIONED INKED WRITING ON
REGISTRATION CARD NUMBER EIGHT ZERO SEVEN FIVE: THE QUESTIONED
HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING ON W DASH FOUR FOR!M. ALTIOUGH
SIGNIFICANT SIMILARITIES NOTED IN THE ENDORSEMENTS ON SUBMITTED
CHECKS EXCEPT CHECK NUMBER FIVE TWO ZERO NINE WHEN COMPARED WITH
RAY'S KNOWN WRITINGS, PRESENCE OF UNEXPLAINED VARIATIONS,
INSUFFICIENT COMPARABLE MATERIAL AND DISTORTION IN SOME OF HANDWRITING
PRECLUDED A DEFINITE DETERMINATION WHETHER RAY PREPARED ENDORSEMENTS
ON SUBMITTED CHECKS. ENDORSEMENT ON CHECK NUMBER FIVE TWO ZERO NINE
TOO DISTORTED FOR COMPARISON PURPOSES. ALTHOUGH SOME SIMILARITIES
NOTED IN THE DATE ON LINE TWENTYFOUR OF THE REGISTER PAGE BESIDE
THE RAYMS SIGNATURE WHEN COMPARED WITH COMPARABLE WRITINGS OF RAY,
THE LIMITED AND OVERWRITTEN NATURE OF THIS DATE PRECLUDED A
DEFINITE DETERMINATION AS TO WHETHER RAY PREPARED THIS DATE.
SUBMITTED EVIDENCE TO BE FORWARDED TO CG AFTER COMPLETION OF

REQUESTED LATENT FINGERPRINT EXAMINATIONS. COPIES MAILED TO CG.

REPORT FOLLOWS,

Tol=on
Deloach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callahan S
Conrad
Felt _
Gale

Hosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Hoom
Holmes

Gandy MAIL ROOM ‘:] TELETYPE UNIT l:]
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8/23/68

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

ATTEN: FBI LABORATORY
PC-A5498-BX
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION
LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are the original
eight checks from the Indian Trail Restaurant, Winnetka,
Illinois, payable to JOHN L, RAYNS plus a W-4 Form made out
by JOHN L, RAYNS, One Xerox copy of each also enclosed to
Bureau and Memphis.

These checks were paid to subject JAMES EARL RAY
under the alias of JOHN L, RAYNS during his employment at
the abhove restaurant from 5/3/67 till 6/24/67.

The FBI Laboratory is requested to compare the
signatures of JOHN L, RAYNS with known handwriting of the
subject to determine if identical.

The Latent Fingerprint Section is requested to
process enclosed checks and W-4 Form for latent prints
and thereafter compare with fingerprints of subject.

In addition it is requested that any latents
developed on check #5357 dated 6/25/67 also be compared

QSlBureau (Encs. 18) (RM)
l-Memphis (Encs. 9)
1-Chicago

RJD: jgxr
(5)
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CG 44-1114

with the fingerprints of subject's brother JERRY RAY
previously submitted instant matter.

The Memphis and Chicago Divisions should be advised
of the results of afore-mentioned examination and the enclosed
items should be returned to Chicago upon completion of
examination.
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PAGE TWO
LEFT BREHIND. RAYMS RECEIVED ONE LETTER DURING STAY. THIS
ETTER FROM UNKNOWN PLACE IN CANADA, DONNELLY STATED RAYMS
LEFT SAME DAY HE RECEIVED LETTER. RAYMS STATED HE VWAS
GOING TO CANADA TO WORK, ALSO MENTIONED GETTING A JORB ON A
SHIP,
DONNELLY SHOWN GROUP OF PHOTOGRAPHS. UNABRLE TO PICK
OUT PHOTO OF RAY. DESCRIBED RAYMS AS LATE TWENTIES, EARLY
THIRTIES, DARK HAIR, TALL AND THIN,
DONNELLY STATED ONE PHONE IN APARTMENT NOT CONNECTED
AND BELIEVED TO BE DISCONNECTED AT TIME RAYMS IN APARTMENT,
STATED CALLS IF ANY PROBABLY MADE AT CORNER DRUG STORE,

PHOWE NUMRERS OF THESE PHONES OSTAINED.
DONNELLY MADE AVAILABLE REGISTRATION SHEET SIGNED BY

RAYNMS,
EDWARD SPERLING, SECOND FLOOR, TWO SEVEN THREE ONE
M, SHEFFIELD, ADVISED HE RECALLED RAYMS AND PICKED PHOTO

NF RAY FROM GROUP OF PHOTOGRAPHS SHOWN AS RESEMBLING RAYMWS.
SPERLING ADVISED RAYMS SPOKE TO NO ONE AND DID NOT HAVE ANY

FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES.
END PAGE TWO
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ANNIE KEEGAN, SECOND FLOOR, TWO SEVEN THREE ONE M.

PAGE THREE

SHEFFIELD, UNABLE TO PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION RE RAYNS.

PHYLLIS LEHNING, WHO RESIDED FRONT RASEMENT APT.,
W0 SEVEN THREE OWE N, SHEFFIELD UNTIL MAY TEN, SIXTY - SEVEN,

UNABLE TO RECALL OR IDENTIFY RAYMS.

MAYE CANAPA, MANAGER, LINCOLMN APT, HOTEL, ONE SIX FOUR

FIGHT W. LUNT, CHICAGO, CHECKED RENT RECORDS AND DETERMINED
A JOHN L:\RAYNS, TWO SEVEN THREE ONE N, SHEFFIELD, CHICACO,

TLLINOIS, CHECKED INTOD ROOM OME ZERO FIVE ON JUNE EIGHTEEN,
SIXTY - SEVEN, REGISTRATION CARD MARKED "RENTED FOR ONE WEEX,"
CANAPA UNABLE TO IDENTIFY PHOTOGRAPH OF RAY AND CANNOT RECALL

RAYNS, ROOM RENTED BY LOLA BALLARD WHO WAS NOT AVAILABLE
FOR INTERVIEW, REGISTRATION CARD OBTAINED,

REGISTRATION CARDS BEING SUBMITTED TO LABORATORY THIS
DATE FOR HANDWRITING COMPARISON,
PHONE RECORDS UNAVAILABLE WILL BE CHECKED WHEN FIRST
AVAILABLE, MONDAY NEXT,
OTHER PERSONS WHO MIGHT BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY RAY AT
EITHER ADDRESS UNAVAILABLE UNTIL MONDAY WHEN THEY WILL BE INTER-
VIEWED,
END
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