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MURKIN

ReBulet 8-8-68

Advise status.

1 - Foreign Liaison (cleared with Graham Day)
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Tolson _ 
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Mohr ----  
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Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Felt -----  
Gale ----- 
Rosen — 
Sullivan . 
Tavel ---  
Trotter _

Director, FBI

August 28, 1968

MAILED 24 

AUG2 9 1968

1 - Mr. McDonough
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TO

G. A. StrongFROM

MURKINSUBJECT:

ACTION: t 7 AUG 30 1968

A^

Tolson _________  
DeLoach ________ 
Mohr ____________  
Bishop __________ 
Casper __________ 
Callahan ________  
Conrad __ _______
Felt ___ML^JL 
^a^e — 
^osen I
Sullivarf _____
Tavel ___________ 
T ro 11 e r__________ 
Tele. Room _____  
Holmes _________  
Gandy __________

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

The above conversation with Mrs. Kennedy was of short duration 
and in an establishment not conducive to thorough and exhaustive interrogation 
and only the above information was obtained.

Mrs. Kennedy further advised that rumors were being circulated 
in Memphis to the effect that Mrs. Yarborough had received $2, 000 from persons 
unknown to testify in court that she did not recognize Ray.

She stated she was en route New York City, New York, from 
Memphis, Tennessee, where she had been visiting relatives. She related while 
in Memphis she had received thirdhand information to the effect that James 
Earl Ray was not the individual who killed Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Mrs. 
Kennedy advised that the person who did kill Dr. King, according to information 
she received, was the brother of an individual who owned a sporting goods store 
near the place of the murder.

Mrs. Kennedy was in a travel status and her exact date of return 
to San Diego is unknown. ^ ___ . —*

She stated Ray was in the rooming house across from Dr. King’s 
motel to shoot Dr. King in the event the other individual did not. In addition, 
Mrs. Kennedy advised that/the landlady of the rooming house where Ray was 
allegedly seen is a Mrs. Yarborough who reportedly grew up with Ray in Missouri

DATE: 8/27/68

It is recommended that this memorandum be forwarded to the 
division handling this matter.

Mrs. Ona Kennedy, who resides in San Diego, California, and is 
known to the San Diego Office, personally contacted me in Washington, D. C.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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August 28, 1968

This information is being furnished to Mr. Phil M.

This is for your

EJM:jms

REC-35
,9 AUG 30 1968

Holmes
Gandy _

Tolson _ 
DeLoach 
Mohr ___ 
Bishop _ 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Felt ___  
Gale ___  
Rosen __ 
Sullivan . 
Tavel __

1 - Civil Rights Division via 6-94 (F)^^

1 - Criminal Division via 6-94 (F)

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR

Shelton advised the source that he had been approached 
by Arthur Hanes, attorney for Ray, who allegedly told Shelton 
that Ray had no money. Shelton told the source that he was 
coming to Memphis in the near future to look at a jury list 
that would be given to him by Hanes. The source further stated 
that Shelton asked him to look over the list with him when he 
comes to Memphis.

A source of this Bureau, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised that he was recently in con­
tact with Robert M. Shelton Imperial Wizard of the United 
Klans, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Shelton inquired 
as to Klan members who could be trusted and also whether or 
not members of the Klan within Tennessee would be amenable 
to donating money to James Earl Ray.

ROOM I------1 TELETYPE UNIT

Canale, Jr., Attorney General, Shelby County, Tennessee, who 
is handling the state’s prosecution of Ray. 
information.
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8/23/63

AINTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-33361)
ATTEN: FBI LABORATORY 

PC-A5493-BX
WENT IF IC AT I ON D17 IS I ON 
LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (44-1114)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau arc the original 
eight checks from the Indian Trail Restaurant, Winnetka, 
Illinois, payable to JOHN L. BAYHS plus a W-4 Form made out 
by JOHN L. RAYRS. One Xex’ox copy of each also enclosed to 
Bureau and Memphis.

These chocks were paid to subject JAMES EARL PAY 
under the alias of JOHN L, FAYES during his employment at 
the above restaurant from 5/3/67 till 6/24/67.

The FBI Laboratory is requested to compare the M
signatures of JOHN L. FAYES with known handwriting of the 
subject to determine if identical.

The Latent Fingerprint Section is requested to 
process enclosed checks and W-4 Form for latent prints 
and thereafter compare with fingerprints if subject.

In addition it is requested that any latents 
developed on check #5357 dated 6/25/67 also be compared -

Op-Bureau (Encs. 13)(RM) ' x , ^

1-Monphis (Encs. 9) \Vr^ -
1-Chicago \ g

RJD:jgr .
(5) V
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Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTELVia (P riority)

TO:

SAC, NEWARK (44-854) (P)FROM:

Re Legat, Ottawa airtel to Bureau, dated 7/25/68.

by Newark.to reveal any investigation to be conducted

no knowledge of

Newark of what

4 AUG 14 1968

Sent Per
Spec!eft Agent in Charge

3-Bureau 
2-Newark 
HHR/maj 
(5)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

The Bureau is requested to advise 
investigation, if any, should be conducted.

It is to be noted that Newark has 
this avenue of investigation.

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Date: 8/13/68

A review of referenced communication along with 
y^ attached RCMP report and telephone company documents fails

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ME 44-1987

was of the opinion that the information which appeared in the 
initial paragraph of the questionnaire was information which 
Attorney HANES had delivered to HUIE. This may well place 11 
this type material in the nature of privileged information. U

In addition, Sheriff MORRIS advised that JAMES EARL
RAY is a little more at ease with the guards at the present 
time than he was during his earlier incarceration. In fact, 
Sheriff MORRIS stated that JAMES EARL RAY had informed the guards 
that he was most embarrassed when he had been arrested for jay­
walking in Toronto. RAY told the guards that he and two buddies 
had been arrested at the same time for jay-walking. No date or 
time given by RAY for this arest in Toronto.

The reported employment in Winnetka, Illinois, shortly
after RAY’s escape from Missouri State Pen, appears to be new 
information. It is not felt that verification of this employment 
would add anything to the investigation of the murder of Dr. KING, 
per se. It is felt that inquiry by the Bureau at this time for 
the verification of this employment might only add material to 
WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE*s ultimate story. Memphis at this time 
recommends that no investigation by the Bureau be conducted to 
verify this employment.

Insofar as the jay-walking arrest in Toronto, since this
information came via the guards at the Shelby County Jail, it is 
felt that inquiries should be made of the Toronto Police to 
ascertain whether or not they have such an arrest record. If 
such an arrest record is available, the identities of the so-called 
two buddies should be determined. Since no date was given as to 
the time of this alleged arrest, it is felt investigation should 
be held in abeyance. In the event this jay-walking arrest occurred 
at the time of RAY’s first visit in Canada, here again it is not 
felt that extensive investigation would necessarily add anything 
to the investigation of the murder of Dr. KING. If, however, this 
jay-walking arrest did occur after the shooting of Dr. KING, the 
Memphis Office is of the opinion these so-called two buddies should 
be located and interviewed.

-2-
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FD-36 (Re^5-22-64)

F B I

Transmit the following in
(Type 10 plaintext or code)

AIRTELVia (P riority)

TO:

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)FROM

MURKINSUBJECT:

airtel to

•Per.Sent

ReBuairtel to Memphis 8/8/68, and Memphis 
Bureau 5/20/68.

• iu^^.------ (

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) *
ATTENTION: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION, 

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION

6 AUG 27 1936

RE: SUSPECTS W. DAVIS, B. CHIDLOW, 
VINCENT WALKER, AND LAWRENCE RAND

Enclosed herewith for the Identification Division 
are three fingerprint cards bearing prints of Mrs. RUBY 
WIGGINS, and two fingerprint cards bearing prints of Miss 
ROSE FRATINI, both employees of the William Len Hotel, 
110 Monroe, Memphis, Tennessee.

Date: 8/24/68

Captain R. Lo WILLIAMS, Homicide Bureau, Memphis 
Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee, advised SA HARLEY E. 
GYLFE on 8/12/68 that according to records of the Memphis 
Police Department, the registration cards of the William 
Len Hotel, 110 Monroe Street, Memphis, for VINCENT WALKER 
and LAWRENCE RAND on 4/4/68 were obtained by officers of 
the Memphis Police Department. He advised he has no way of 
knowing who touched or handled these registration cards. 
He explained these registration cards were not picked up 
by the Memphis Police Department until several days after 
these individuals came to their attention. Consequently 
the registration cards themselves were not treated as 
evidence and therefore, no limitations were made by the 

^Bureau (Enos ^-5) (RM) 
2-Memphis ,
HEG:wp u

TwMj<.~.
A. £__
A < S. C 

ty^SsL.
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ME 44-1987

Memphis Police Department for protection of these cards 
from being handled. He pointed out further the Memphis 
Police Department has no way of knowing if any other law 
enforcement agency personnel has handled these registration 
cards.

Inasmuch as it cannot be determined with any 
certainty the identity of the individuals at the Memphis 
Police Department that may have or likely handled these 
registration cards, no elimination prints will be obtained 
from personnel of the Memphis Police Department.

With regard to personnel of the William Len 
Hotel, mentioned above, who likely handled these cards, 
Mr. KENNETH W. NEWMAN, Manager of the William Len Hotel, 
advised SA GYLFE on 8/16/68 the only logical persons who 

would normally handle the above-described registration 
cards are Mrs. RUBY WIGGINS, who registered captioned 
individuals into the hotel, and Miss ROSE FRATINI, 
telephone operator, whose duty it is to file the registration 
cards for the hotel. He pointed out, however, all personnel 
of the hotel do have access to the registration cards 
should the need arise. He also commented other individuals 
such as the various law enforcement officers at times have 
access to and do handle the registration cards.

Bearing the above comments in mind as related 
by Mr. NEWMAN, elimination prints of Mrs. WIGGINS and Miss 
FRATINIwere obtained. It is obvious the enclosed prints 
are not of good quality or clarity; however, the Bureau is 
requested to bear in mind the age of both of these women 
and the fact both commented while being printed that they 
are suffering from arthritis and therefore were not able 
to cooperate as well as they would have liked to, so as 
to furnish clear prints. Additional prints are enclosed 
of these two individuals so as to be of assistance, if 
possible, in the examination.

The FBI Identification Division, Latent 
Fingerprint Section, is requested to examine the enclosed 
fingerprint cards with the unidentified latent prints 
developed on the William Len Hotel registration cards 
concerning VINCENT WALKER and LAWRENCE RAND.

Note: See addendum on attached page.

2
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ADDENDUM OF THE IDENTIFICATION DIVISION: SFL/egd 8-29-68

Submitted elimination prints not identical with latent 
prints previously reported on William Len Hotel registration 
cards. Memphis Division advised.

Recommend matter (see memorandum A. Rosen to 
Mr. DeLoach, dated August 5, 1968, entitled "Murkin”) be 
referred to General Investigative Division for further consideration.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



form becomes

Sincerely yours

Enc

additional reports

. Edgar Hoove 
Director

Dear Mr0 Attorney General

federal bureau of investigation

Upon removal of the enclosure

August 28. 1968

not RECORDED

11 AUG 29 1968

For your information, I am enclosing 
communication which Ay be of interest to you

classified, .this transmittal 
unclassified;

Enclosed are twenty -
matter Copies of these reports have also been 

furnished to the Criminal and Civil Rights Divisions 
in accordance with the reqiest of Mr. Pollak.

W UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

The Attorney General



August 28, 1968
Civil Rights Division

OMisld

are twenty additional repor in this matter.

ENCLOSURE

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR

reports have also been furnished to the 
and the Criminal Division in accordance with

Tolson __________
DeLoach ________
Mohr ___________ _
Bishop __________
Casper __________
Callahan ________
Conrad __________
Felt ____________
Gale ___________ _
Rosen __________  
Sullivan _________ 
Tavel ___________
Trotter__________
Tele. Room _____

’Holmes _________
Gandy __________

the reqiwst of Mr.
MAIL ROOM I------1 TELETYPE UNIT

NOTE: Enclosed
Copies of these

Attorney General

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

llak



1968
Criminal Division

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

EJMtsld

Attorney General and the Civil Rights Division in accordance

Gandy

this matter 
to the

Tolson __________  
DeLoach ________  
Mohr ____________  
Bishop _______ __
Casper __________ 
Callahan ________  
Conrad __________ 
Felt ____________  
Gale____________  
Rosen __________  
Sullivan _________ 
Tavel ___________ 
Trotter __________ 
Tele. Room _____

NOTE: Enclosed are twenty additional reports in 
Copies of these reports have also been furnished

Pollak. c 
rmo*

with the-requost o
MAILROOMl____I TELETYPE UNIT I
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
Mr. T'-ls'in .
Mr. I • '.• »< h
Mr. M- M- .•

F B I

Date: 8/7/68

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Mr.

f<

Via AIRTEL
(Priority)

TM<, Lr.-m

Miss Gundy......

TO:

SAC, WFO (44-703) (P)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

Re Las Vegas airtel to Director, 8/2/68

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ROGER D. ASHLAND on 8/7/68, in Washington, D.C.

Officer R. W. CAULEY, Identification Bureau, 
Metropolitan Police Department said he was unable to locate 
any record concerning SCOTT OWEN BELL.

DELORES HARRIS, Executive Secretary, Selective 
Service System, District of Columbia, 806 G St., N.W., said 
she was unable to locate any information concerning SCOTT 
OWEN BELL registered with any Local Board in the District of 
Columbia. She added he would not have to register until
within five days of his ei| 
the District does not have

Also, 
address

he furnished for his Local Board is 1916 G Street, North West,
which is 
System.

the National Headquarters of the Selective Service

Hospital
LOU SQUAROK, Information Clerk, St. Elizabeth’s

said SCOTT OWEN BELL, born in El Paso, Texas,
was a patient in February, 1968. He escaped in March, 1968,
and was readmitted on 4/1/68. He was discharged on 5/1/68.

BELL MAY HAVE SUICIDAL TENDENCIES
2- Bureau (44-38861)
1- Memphis (44-1987) (Info) REC-65
1- New York (44- ) (Info)
1- Las Vegas (157-133) (Info)
1- WFO (44-703)
RDA:sfi
(6)

AIRTEL <\ .^

C. C. - Bishop

Approved;. __________________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Memoranuum
TO Director, FBI (44-38861)

•\ 4iegat, RomeFROM (44-2)(P) SION

DATA

ReBucab 7/2/68 and Romlet 8/1/68.

following is set out for the information of

(1) MAN HOURS

(2) MILEAGE

(3) UNUSUAL COSTS

(4)

(1 - Liaison)

61

NUMBER OF AGENTS WORKING 
ON CASE '

Bureau cars
Personally owned cars

The 
the Bureau:

date: August 28, 1968

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES G'

subject: MURK IN - COST

Regular - Agent 
Overtime - Agent 
Regular - Clerical 
Overtime - Clerical

12 SEP 5

ATTENTION: ADMINISTRATIV^^J^£

4 - Bureau
1 - Rome 
TJB:MEG

(5)

101968 Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Transmit the tollowing in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTELVia
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:(MURKIN

Photostat marked ”D”

Photostat marked ”E"

6 AUG 31 1968

Appro Sent
■pecial Agent in Charge

the call was charged to 
9567, and no New Jersey

Montreal, Canada, number 514-525- 
number is indicated.

Re Legat, Ottawa airtel to Bureau, 7/25/68;
NK airtel to Bureau, 8/13/68;
Bureau call to NK., 8/29/68.

This reflects 
telephone #504-525-1335

a 9/29 call to New Orleans, La 
(rom Union City, N.J., but is

A call on 9/29
#504-525-1335 from Union

A review cf RCMP report and telephone company 
documents revea the following:

charged to Montreal #514-525-9567, and no New Jersey 
number is indicated.

SAC, NEWARK (44-854) (P)

Photostat marked ”F'

3- Bur e au
2- Newark 
HIIR: Igl 
(5)

M Per

Date: 8/30/68

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

to New Orleans, La., telephone 
City, N.J., telephone #863-????.

The call on 9/29 to New Orleans, La., telephone 
#504-525-1335, appears to have originated from "Woodbg, 
N.J" which is believed to be Woodbridge, N.J.; however,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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NK 44-854

Last four digits not recorded. Call was charged to Montreal 
#514-525-9567.

In view of the fact that there are no New Jersey 
telephone numbers listed in any of the records submitted 
by RCMP, there is no investigation which can be conducted 
by NK.

2
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REC'D - CIV RlbHIb 
FBI

Sep 3 7 20 AW ^

. ■ - 5 ry/'G tg uo nrAGn;??£'»£yo; .,:TG’- ora .'ypncjnc^^j
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Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTELVia
(P riori ty)

Motion for leave to
ji

Court has made no ruling on these motions.The

*2 AUG 30 1968irtel

T

.M.S

S!pec. D

Reg. Mall

e
-.8

Motion for leave to 
to quash indictment

which are now in 
attorney for the

withdraw plea and 
for carrying a

withdraw plea and 
for murder

e 
.2 to quash indictment 

dangerous weapon.

the possession of the 
State.

Bureau (Encs. 3)
Memphis “

1

Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy each of the 
following motions filed by Hanes and Hanes, attorneys for 
the defendant:

Approved: _
P CD

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Ex-ioa i

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

Motion to produce firearms, automobiles, 
records, etc., pertaining to this case

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

M Per

Date: 8/28/68

' 31etype___________ '
■p p P’sllC^

Special Agent/in Charg

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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(44-1987)

One copy each of 
Hanes, attorneys

three motions filed by Hanes and 
for the defendant.

SUBJECT: MURKIN

REF: ME airtel to Bureau, 8/28/68.

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE

VS.

JAMES EARL RAY, Alias.

No. 16645 
(Murder)

FILED_____________________
J. A. BLACKWELL, CLERK

BY. D. C
MOTION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW PLEA 

AND TO QUASH INDICTMENT

Comes now the defendant in the above styled case, by and 

through his attorney of record, and respectfully moves This 

Honorable Court for leave to withdraw his plea heretofore 

entered and, if that be granted, defendant further moves that 

the indictment heretofore returned in this case be quashed and 

as grounds therefor assigns the following:

1. There have been written reports, articles and publi­

cations in magazines, newspapers and books of wide and general 

circulation published and distributed within the juridiction 

of this court, throughout the State of Tennessee and throughout 

the United States concerning defendant, the alleged crime 

committed and the purported victim thereof, said reports, articles 

and publications being calculated to and having the effect of 

creating widespread public excitement and animosity toward crimes 

of the type herein alleged and toward the defendant and his 

alleged crime in particular.

2. Radio and television networks and stations within the 

jurisdiction of this court, throughout the State of Tennessee 

and throughout the United States have from, to-wit, April 4, 1968, 

until the present date, by way of both regular and special program 

ming, frequently and continually broadcast programs and parts

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



thereof which so canonized and so depicted the victim of the 

crime herein charged, and so described the crime and defendant 

herein charged that widespread public outrage and hatred have 

been generated toward any person charged with the crime alleged 

herein and toward this defendant in particular.

3. Said publications and broadcasts have been so pervasive 

and widespread within this jurisdiction and throughout the 

entire United States that most if not all prospective jurors 

chosen within the jurisdiction of this court or within the juris­

diction of any court throughout the United States will have read 

and/or heard the said prejudicial matter on many occasions and 

will have been repeatedly exposed to published matter tending to 

influence public opinion in favor of defendant's guilt and tend­

ing to remove the presumption of innocence which must accompany 

him to trial.

4. Defendant has not had opportunity to confront or cross­

examine the persons who have published and broadcast said 

prejudicial matter or the persons who revealed information upon 

which said publications and broadcasts were purportedly based, 

and has had no opportunity to rebut said publications and broad­

casts; further, that said publications and broadcasts have 

represented as fact matters which are controverted and contro­

vertible and prejudicial matters which are not relevant to or 

admissible in the trial of this case.

5. The above stated publications and broadcasts, as shown 

in part by the exhibits attached hereto and hereby incorporated, 

have created such widespread prejudicial publicity that defendant

-2-
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has been effectively precluded from receiving a fair and im­

partial trial within any jurisdiction.

Respectfully submitted,

-3-
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Prison identification picture of Janies Earl Ray was taken in 1966. An escaped convict, 
career of crime. His first arrest came at an early age, and his last known crime was the mu>

J J L IS uLAJAA_\J

Has vanished into 'thin air’ in spi
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Actually. Ray is 40 years old.
Confused? So arc the author ities.
Also, two white Mustangs showed up . . . and 

two rilles as well as two driver's licenses and 
other confusing '■evidence."

The assassin has been reported in Mexico . . . 
Cuba . . . South America . . . and at the bottom 
ol a lake attached to a large concrete block.

The EBI. although keeping fairly mum about 
its investigation, has looked into the possibility 
that some of the "clues” may have been planted 
to throw the investigation off on the wrong 
track.

If so. there goes the first theoiy that the killer 
acted alone in this crime.

One theory popped up concerning the 
Memphis police department The department was 
charged m some quartos as being “nigger haters" 
and some even went so far as to suggest that 
persons within the department either committed 
the crime, helped set it up, or aided the actual 
b .11., ;.. i.o .............

And speaking of fingerprints, when James Earl 
Ray escaped from prison a year ago; an 
erroneous set of fingerprints was circulated to 
law enforcement agencies. The warden said a new 
set ol' prints was sent out later but law 
enforcement officials in Georgia and Alabama 
said they never received lire second set.

So far, m the search for Ray, all trails lead to 
the same place nowhere.

James Earl Ray, the man being sought around 
the world for the slaying of Dr. King, has been 
described as a drunken drifter, prone to thievery 
and violence, a failure at everything.

HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT
]n Alton, 111., aRay was born [

manufacturing town of 53,000 persons, along the
Mississippi River, 20 miles north of St. Louis.

Records of Madison County show that James
Earl Ray was one of several Rays who

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OHIO'S LARGEST NEWSPAPER
7TH YEAR—NO. 182 . * * * CLEVELAND, SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 1968 236 PAGES 25 C

RUMS O'DONNELL 
mystery of James

The fact docs not solve

puzrlc whose pieces 
tiered over half of die

States. Canada and 
of Europe.
matter that Ray — 
the name of Ramon 
> Sneyd — sits today 
London jail charged

the enigma of the 
joblessly lived it 
fugitive from the 
State Prison for

man who 
up as a 
Missouri 

nearly a
year before the slaying of 
the Nobel Peace Prize win­
ner.

iking Rev. Dr. Mar- 
:mer King in Mem- 
Ann.. last April 4.

THAT FACT of the accu­
sation, with fingerprint evi­
dence on the murder rifle 
produced by the U.S. gov­
ernment in the Bow Street 
magistrates’ court last

Thursday, does not shed 
light on why Ray allegedly 
killed Rev. Dr. King. 
Whether it was a lone as­
sassin or a domestic, politi­
cal oi international conspir­
acy.

Who is this slum boy who 
grew to manhood in prison 
cells?

Where did Ray get money 
for alligator shoes? For a 
white 1966 Mustang? For

Tn find what kind of man is James Earl day. ac­
cused of the murder of Rev. Dr. Marlin Luther King Jr., 
The. Plain Dopier assigned Reporter Doris O'Donnell to 
take his trail. She visited. Jefferson City. Mo., where 
he escaped prison: St. Louis, where he spent part of his 
life. and. Toronto, where he lived before fleeing to 
Europe.

cross-country trips? For air­
plane tickets? Who kept Ray 
on ice, safe from the long 
arm of the Missouri state 
officials for 13 months after 
he escaped from the old

walled penitentiary at Jef­
ferson City, Mo.?

There is one man who 
knows all the answers. That 
is Ray himself.

THE REST IS a patch-

work ot random facts, 
guesses, conjectures and 
projections.

The Plain Dealer tried to 
pull the strings of the mys­
tery hag of James Earl 
Ray together.

Newspaper reporters all 
over the country, in Can­
ada, England and Portugal 
have backtracked on Ray's 
activities which already
were closely examined by

the FBI, the Royal Cana­
dian Mounted Police and 
Scotland Yard, not to men­
tion supporting roles of lo­
cal police the world over.

The Plain Dealer back­
tracked, ton, and came up 
will; more details io put. 
flesh and blood on the for­
merly flat image of James 
Earl Ray, alias James Mc­
Bride, James Walton, W. C. 
Herron, James O'Connor, 
Eric Starve Galt, Paul

Bridgman. John 1
Harvey Lowmyer ;

TO FILL LN the 
about Ray, The PD 
find persons who kn 
—in prison, in his oh 
borhoad in South St 
in Toronto.

Fred T. Wilkinson 
tor of the Missouri
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By JOHN P. LEACACOS 
am Dealer Washington Bureau Chief

'CRN — Richard M. Nixon will go on the of- 
■ Uy io nail down his party’s presidential nom-

nt NOW York TiniM Service

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
President Johnson called 
upon the United States and 
the Soviet Union yesterday 
to bring under control the

viet Union to continue or. 
the present course — of pil­
ing weapons system on wea-

—a term lie had

pons divertin;
billions upon billions of dol­
lars — while adding .nothing 
to the security of either

upon recently—Jo: 
the United Stales 
centrate on presc 
rentier, areas ne 
Too many Amer;
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