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ferson City, knew Ray as
cne of about 1,500 men be-
hind the walls, a few short
blacks from the state capi-
tol and the governor’s man-
sion on the Alissouri River.

“tle was as near a non-
entity as any pcrson I ever
met,” Wilkinson said. “lHe
was innocuous.”

Wilkinson i{s an expert in
his field. 1{e has spent 30
yvears in {he federal prison
system, including a five-
year term with the Bureau
of Prisous in Washington,

“IIE SWAS LIKE anyone
else,” Wilkinson said. “‘Ilis
pattern of existence in the
penitentiary. Owens  got
ships, no cnemies.” e was
a passive personaiity. He
gave the appearance of in-
dolence. Ilis attitude was
‘lere T am, so what?””

Ray, incidentally, had
been arrested with an ac-
complice, James Owens, for
the robbery of a Kroger Co.
store on Ohio Avenue in
Saouth St. Louis. he was sen-
tenced on two counts —
armed robbery and aufo
theft — 1o 20 years in the
penitentiery.  Owens  got
only scven years, Dur-
ing the filth day of his trial
belore Circuit Court Judge
John C. Casey in St. Louis,
Ray tried to escape. Ile was
caught by shevifi's deputies
in an elevator in the Munici-
pal Court Building:

Attempled jail escapes,
said Wiikinson, took Ray out
of tiie innocuous class scve
eral fimes.

“Ile tried to attract atten-

Rut officials {inally discov-
ered that a 3x5-foot bread
box, in which bread was
triucked twice a week from
the prison to the prison
farms, was Ray's hid-
ing place to the outside.

Wiikinson said he is con-
vinced Ray had the aid of
another inmate, who also
worked in the kitchen with
Ray.

f\";"\Y, '»'ORKING in the
kilchen slicing bread, wore
white clothes, not the green
durgarees  with black
strines worn by regular
prisoners.

No one knows, Wilkinson
said, how Ray left Jefferson
City. No leads have devel-
oped on whether he left by
foot, car or airplane.

A brother, John Larry
Ray, had visited Ray for
4% hours the day before
Ray disappeared. e made
his escape about 8:30 a.m.
and a check was not made
until 1 p.m.

Johm Ray told a St. Louis
Post-Dispatch reporter that:
‘e and T btoth are strong
supporters of George Wal-
lace,” former Alabama
governor and a states rights
cendidate for president,

Wilkinson saw nothing sig-
nificant in the Ray brothers
taiking politics or talking
George C. Wallace.

“IFFOUR AND a half hours
fs a long time,” Wilkinson
said. “LEven the closest of
relatives run out ot things
to talk about.”

Wilkinson said sometimes
a probing bar is used in the
breac boxes when the truck
is in the saily port, a tunnel
through  which the truck
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operated by John Larry Ray.

Pen claim Ray could have
left with a bankroll as high
as $2,000.

One prisoner told me: “I
saw a man with $7.500 on
him the other night.”

But Wilkinson's records
show the most Ray ever
“had on the books' was two
entries of $5 each which he
sent to a brother in 1963.

“TIIATS THI biggest
money he ever dealt with,”
Wilkinson said.

Ray ordered items {from
Scars, Rocbuck - tennis

Ryen, and his grandmother
as Jlrs. Mary Mabhler, 1913
Iiciory Street, St. Loms,

Bsth women are dead, but
they are mnot forgotten on
the hot, dusty street in
Sonth St. Louis.

NO, 1913 IHickory Strect is
a doorless rundown two-
stay brick house with the
Frnch avechitectural influ-
ene of 75-100 years old.
Ths section off Missouri
Avnue was once the proud
tra-lined properties of well
toio merchants,
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he's gained lots of weight.”

(One of the London board-
ing house landiords claimed
a hypodermic ncedle was
left in Ray’'s roor.)

Dut  thie neighbors on
Hickory Street had to ad-
mit they saw little of James
Earl Ray during the past 12
yoars.

Ray enlisted in the Army
in 1946 and was out in 1946.
He served three nmionths at
hard labor {or being drunk
and resisting arvest.

IN 1949, IIiZ was given a
90-day srnicuce in Los Ane

Ray a “Inser, a punk,” but
his prison collcagues de-
scribe iim as a “real pro.”

“HE 1AD money on him
in prison,” an ex-convict
said. “Guys like that are
always targets. But ro one
ever sfole or tried to steal
from Nay. There was some-
thing about him, Like he'd
kill, if you'd try anything.”

Ray's brother, John Lar-
ry Ray, operates a bar at
the corner of Arsenal and
Illinois avenues, in South St
Louis. The liguor license i3
in the name of Mrs. Carol
Pepper, Ray’s sister, who
reportediy “'is married very
well.”

The bar, the Grapevine,
catering to neighborhood
walk-in trade, is a down-at-
the-heel place. A padlock
was on the front door the
day I wailed about 10 hours
to see Joiin Ray. He never
even opened the bar that
day.

John L. Ray is described
as a ‘"'weirdo’ by persons
who Kkinow him and the
Grapevine saloon.

“THERE'S SOMETHING
in his head that doesn't con-
nect too weil,” a {riend of
his said. “Iie blows up fast.
You have to be careful what
you say to iim. lie'd shoot
you as soon as talk to you.”

Johin Ray recently was ac-
quitled on a shooting scrape.

Neither Joan nor Jerry
Ray — like Jamies Barl —
is married. Bat all have
r(‘ 7\ALHL10 18 AO" I8 A\n]ﬂ wWoni-
en. In fact, the Bl
points alewt for Ray inclucg-
ed the information that ne
would lixeiy be scen in the

all-
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Today

wing's naster.  Ray is
below aiter bis 7959 arrest
Louis for armed robbery.
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v ; | cr the eldodt of
\ ;«{vrn\\\\é ey in Alton Ui, he was the eldect al
UL

B dhy i i mine (hildeen of Ceorge and Lu-
» : cilie Maoher Ray, a Catholic fanuly

s wranm

that wae to drifl from rives own
10 toan throughout the Uepres-
aon. When he was one year old,

the famidy moverd piiver to Quine

cy. 1 when he was 6. they moy od

acioss the river o Dwing, Moo
and when he was 16 and out of
the  ciphidy wrade,  they moved
again 1o Quincy. The sight of the

B A

O

farge,  shifiless family  commg

where work was sCarce was horil-

Iy aaecicome one for communities

el

with already oo hittle to <hare.
The fanily even began to think Of

iteelf with the <ame carelessness

AT AR T e

as the towns themselves had: thoev

were identified as the Rayns, the
y Ravnes or the Rainrs, zitier be-
g Catse of the way Rav was drawled
RN

-

out o from confusions wiih past
families. The crtldien cared hittie

inoany Case ang often went 1o
school under different names.

Jimmy was the eidest. but he ar-

ready seemed to be weating hand-
me-downs; an rural poverty, no
aue is ever old enough; there is al-

EE PPN

ways someone before you \ivg

i
Oscar Graves, who was principal

oi the Lwing whool, recails Raye
“iip o was a rebel Fle rebetiod

against authority ant fis aproach

R e et Lt b

1 mast of s teaciers was very

bad, te ahways seemed to have

SN

trouble getung his assgnments o
on dime Bt e was a sensiove
bov | remember he came up 1o

. . o
my desk one day woeanng natched

overalls  and  asked  wi > i

thoupnt the other kads wo

atiention to his appearance.”
i . Y P

S SO : - ~ SRS R e The school record was consid-
AT, : o = ‘ B ‘ crably more brusgue  James Lad
Ray was caly i the wecond arade

Prnvie bt Avaes hengnogeeTed
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rye

remembere o local vesident. “i've P b
scon the time when they had a er'n et
sack of potatoes to eat- sthat's all, Suitan fome Voo
just a sack of potatoes.” now bren veast

As they grew up, the Zay chil- the scattviod a0
deen wore either to drilt olf or Of COMITON BoioT v

to he routinely placed in foster locked scrcen o
)

homns, scldom again secing an- their faments of rido o
other member of the family, Even aganst Jimmy Roo Bl

Lo VAT A
today. Gerndd Ray. a hrother, in- ciear which the ramuly
cicis their  Iather’'s name was hate most: that Revmay b
Gooree, white piomy Ray’'s birth resonsibie for @i g
cortificate shows 1t was fames, An or that thoetr pevnbors o
uncie, Withane € 8aber, of Alon, g et o therr

cave of the Ravst 7We raed 1o 'n{vir\s ard Quunov, O

:
T ) . e -
stay awady from theo, They always haps, alior voars o aasd

sepined toowant sometiong CSlanIeiaCng, s ovent o
Baeides jirany, here weie Noar- 1t Kays toors o @,

jorie Ray iyl cdied aea aindd Thepn thoe o Gerald r
aftor sefting herseil on Hie with & whiy says sy, Thin
box of matehesy, jobin, Netza, Car- Brother. Over the years,

ol jean, Geraid, Fronkiin “Buzzy heen 1 droobie as oo

i A

Delano (who was lalled i 1664 oy, Bt Lo hives
when he and a gird fiend ran ing, Wb, today Ras arew
bl
i

to thein soparalicl

treir car off a bridae into the [FTARTS
river at Quincy: the funeral pro- the family is probabiy cle
vided one of the tow Ray Tamily brother. “ATer we wed
rounions;, Susan  lane and  Max. he cays, “ebout the oni
The father died in 1951 most could see him was wine

U S

probably of dhronic alcohiohism: visivng me in jail o whe

e mother in 1961 OF the other visit him. One or the o}

surviving Rays of Quincy, NMelba wac in jail most of ihe
Ray was in a succession of foster wrote me a iot”

e o ’ A hoines and oday spends most of Jerry s, with s Brod
3 her time in the fohby of the cde- low  professionai
caving Virginia Hotel on Oak
Stieet. Occasionatly, she goes 10
: . ; o A her $30-a-month roon upsmim to
s T et p R RS . RERIEE Y : o BT ' fondle a giant wooden @rossws hich

she has painted eds vhite aneld

o

Fdoe and fottered i o rGas
AITERRTIRIAE XOLINET] . Nae e
A FEREY BS ANT R FERN N N R
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those fresh
his Change” Tanias Rovos Lad iep-
pur fefti, wowhom Ray paid $245
Jor a four-week bartending course,
ionnd hum an apt pupil: “Self-con-
felont withs mood hand coording-
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tion.” by contrast Kathy Norlon
{rnight). one of his dancing instruc-
lors, remembers him as “clumsy”
ardd socially inept. Bo Del Monte
(above), bartender at the Rabbit's
foul Club where Ray often spent

SG-cent

" f‘,II_J\,’}’C

his  ovenings  drinking
serewdrivers, calls him
kind of man’'--except for ihe night
he got into an argument RUTHIN:
woman ahout the cace prosivei

! R
and loudly denounced b Neoe
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CONTINUED
broke lonse and ran o an eieva-
tar, where he was caught,

for the rext Sevn YEars i jis-
o0, Ray distionuishied himseir only
by a werics of solitary escape at-
te:'m;',:\; which earped him the nick-
name “The Mole” for tis quiet,
angry figure the ventures were per-
haps a sowce of amusement, pe-

baps a way 1o do precisely what
the skinny schoolbov in {winyg,
Mo had always wanted to have
happenrt--to sehel, e recaphured
ond revoll agan. “Hey, Kids, it
THE MOLDY Oonee he ried o
scale g wall andd was kaocked un-
conscious when his makeshift lac-
der collapsed; ancther time, in

In the act of holding up <«
fouis grocery in 1959, Ray and ac-
complice Joseph Austin were pho-
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1966, Bie hid for twa days in a ven
tilator shait, then coasled to a
ronRop only 10 have a guard spot
his hands caming up over the top.
He was drying 1o eacape Wi
2701 blades, a heoken mic-
for and a bag ol assonied pills,

415,

Thea, oxactly o year ago, he tinal-

v did it

tographed by 3 dived-foson v ani-

era normally  used to ddentily
chiock cashers. Austin unkitovngly

§n the curtauddy Tt world that -
ciodes a sleck, hicached sing of
ol Hotivwood, Eric Starve Galt
aught have seemed 34 or even 28

years obd depending on the shade,
the tune ol day or how close he

was qttiens o the bar flamp ol the

i
|
y
i

Babbypi~ Font Cinhy Galt, wi was
¥
!

M donked Bee oy o Woanning

viocd o trant b the camiera Hely)
Dadaoe b g Rav o aiflod the «

resider of S0.208 Thoo he (ol
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swing; ast November, he wenl on lis white Mustany efter only an
a marijuana-huving junket o Moex- haw ot : ‘
$24%, paid in advance, enrolied in

hartending school instead.

0. “Sharon.” one of his ball-
room dance instructors, fiad sug- : DOI st ‘
gosted 1o the gols b the National jamies Lol Roy hoad never had
Darce Sindios. iy tong Beach ihat his pictiie among e Zhig deal-
Fer pupd fad developed 2 crashi; ey in the warden’s aloum iy the
b tembied, she swd, when he Missouri State Penttentiary. (o Pris-
Good oo close. Bot Galt iled on, like any kid from Alon or

e

camera to the mosl nu

fowed Koy out fcentert as balh

stutied their

the escape. Arresied two months
laler for another robbery, Ray was
convicled  and  sentenced o 20

pockeis, Al right, a
policeman holds their hats, lovt in

Go-Ga Mighi, and for

Quincy o1 Ewing or Shelbina, Mo,
he had never mixed with the bhig
bhoys from Kansas Cay and W
Lotis, “1e’s innocuous,” wad the
warden. “He's ponoy aate.”

That s, James Fail Ray.
and round-shouldered.
flinched, smided a crooked. pii-
vate grin and  sometimes  even

vears in the Missouri penitentiary.
He was serving this term when he
escoped last year and vanished.
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seemed to walk on a dant, was
once penny ante. But, says the
FBi. on Aprl 4 i Mempius, ai
the moment Martin Luther <imng
died, all the bibs Tor the Mus-
tane, the shoes, e dancng ies-
o andd o %50 3000 Remington
——and maybe the hitter chiidhood
——.came doe,




Cuns And Law

Moryie Ryskind, pulitzer Prize winning
p\aywright, wilt substitute for William F.
Buckley J1. during the latter’s yacation.

BY MORRILE RYSKIND
REASON WwOoULD succest that the
builet which felled Senator Kennedy
emerged from A cun which micht have
been unobtainable if a proper gun
control 1aw had been in effect. John
Kennedy's slayer ordered  his gun
~ through the il fhe_cueoneict Xt
{ af"x“'_?m{xT o N Aot s
! g-»:'.l,-\“s;rnw\}_;« o Foxme s w.-k,;mn,-—»“‘ <l
aver the o) peoange 1S wio shot at
O TR 5T o e R X p
policemen i fvemen in v rocent
3 riots prb:umah\y got thell weapons just
L ol . e peaT D
4 as easily.

A TN g .
Joting which, 1 recently suggested it
was high time for a federal law, one with
harsh  teeth in it, prevent the
indiscriminate sale of firearms.

Conceding My lack of expertise on this
controversial subject, 1 saw no reason
why a purchaser with a legitimate use
for a gun should ohject 1o strict
regulation, down to cetting @ police okay
and being f‘mgcrprimcd.

agurely the rights guaramecd by the
Second Amendment were not intended to
provide criminals with an arsenal,’” 1
wrote, and added 1 realized no law could
ever stop 2 determined killer from
obtaining a gum, but that such 2 statute
might cut our appalling crime rate.

The first response to that piece cane
from a reader in Amarillo who agreed
courteous!y but vigorously about 1y
lack of expertise on the matter, and
predictcd 1'd get enough protests against

my stand to last me a lifetime.

Almost Unanimous

gow RIGHT he was! To date, of 168
letters on that column, only two back
me; the rest vary all the way from
calling me misouided 1o hinting I'm
guilty of subversion.

Some point out that our own Cominu-
nists have long advocated just such a
law; others that Hitler enacted a simitar
measure. The intent in both jinstances
being to disarm the decent citizens and
leave ien defenseless against the
weaponry cf uniformed gunmen serving
the police state.

1 realize how touchy the subject 18
when such an jmplication can be read
into my piece. 1 never c¢ven remotely
suggested that the honest citizen be
deprived of arms with which to defend
nimself against danger. 1 asked only,
especially in view of recent happenings.
that there be a strict supervision over
the sale of fivearms, lest they fall wnto
bad hands — as ohviously was the case
in the slayinzg of Robert Kennedy.

As a matter of fact, T have strong
personal motives for wishing those with
pona-fide reasons to poSSess arms the
rizht to do so. For my son, who lives in
Washington, has for over a year had a
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE
VS.

JAMES EARL RAY, Alias

. BLACKWELL, CLERK
MOTION TO PRODUCE r ame e T T

Comes the defendant in the above styled case, by and
through his attorney of record, and respectfully moves This
Honorable Court to require the attorney for the State to produce
to the attorney for defendant, and-.-allow him to inspect and/or
duplicate, books, papers, documents or tangible cbjects obtained
from or belonging to the defendant or obtained from others which
are in possession of, or under the control of the attorney for
the sSstate or any law enforcement officer, including, but not
limited to the following, to-wit:

1. Any firearm or other weapon belonging to defendant or

allegedly used in committing the crime charged.

- S [T, T S B S I S S~ R JOURR, NS IO
Z. Any automopile allegedly ownod O operaced oy dciendad

and any and all objects found therein.

3. Records of or documents pertaining to any hotel, motel,
rooming house or other purported place of residence, temporary
or permanent, of defendant or others.

4. All photographs purportedly showing defendant or others
sought in connection with the crime herein charged.

5. Any and all penal records and files of defendant,

including ainy and all medical, optomctric, or psychiatric reports
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contained therein or produced while defendant was in custody

of any authority.

6. Any and all military records of defendant, including
results of medical, optometric, or psychiatric tests and results
of proficiency tests.

7. Passports, visas and applications therefor.

8. Records of entry and exit to and from this or any other

9. Documents, records or objects pertaining to transpor-

tation of or travel by defendant.

10. Evidence and test fingerprints of defendant.

11. Any sets of fingerprints used or displayes in any search
for defendant.

12. Any fingerprints of defendant or other persons found
on tangible objects named or produced herein.

13. Ballistic and weapons tests and reports thereof.

14. Expended slugs from a firearm, or fragments thereof.
15. Bullets, hulls, shells or casings, expended or un-

expended.

1¢
-\ e

handled by defendant.

17. Logs and records of calls made over the radio network
of any law enforcement agency of Shelby County, Tennessee, during
the period of April 4, 1968 through April 5, 1968.

18. The names and addresses of all witnesses for the State
in this cause.

19. Any and all statements, signed or unsigned, attributed

to or purportedly made by defendant and any and all statements
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made in the presence of defendant to which note of his
reaction was made.

20. Autopsy and toxicologists reports concerning any alleged
victim of the crime charged herein.

21. The minutes and notes of Grand Jury proccedings in

this case.

Respectfully subnitted,

KO«L%AM& [ Ando Q\/

Attorney ro defendant.
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY,TENNESSEE

J. A. BLACKNELL, CLERK
NO. 16819 BY. . D.

STATE OF TENNESSEE

VS.
(Carrying a dangerous weapon)
JAMES EARL RAY, ALIAS,

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO WITHDRAW PLEA
AND TCQ (UZSH INDICTMENT

Comes the defendant in the above styled case, by and
through his attorney of record, and respectfully moves
This Honorable Court for leave to withdraw the plea here-
tofore entered, and if that be granted, defendant further
moves that the Indictment heretofore filed be quashed and
as grounds therefor assigns the fo%lowihg:

1. Defendant was brought within the geographical
jurisdiction of this court from England by virtue of
proceedings under an international extradition treaty
with Great Britain, to face only the charge of murder.

2. The Indictment in the present case charges defen-
dant with carrying a dangerous weapon with the intent to go

armed.

3. Said charge is not one with which defendant was
charged in the proceedings for his extradition from Great
Britain, thereby rendering This Honorable Court without
jurisdiction to hear, try or proceed further with this case.

Respectfully Submitted

ﬁb@éj &\II\!,W /Qn/

HANES & HANES (/
Attorney for Defendant
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