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Pen:l.te\nfziary records ,‘ 1f DONALD LEE MITCH'ELL Was 1nca"1;'-
~cerated at the same time as JAMES EARL RAY and determine,;,
“if possible, if MITCHELL and RAY vwould have been housed- -

. in the same: quarters andAcould hav had contact as. reported T;f?ﬂ*”’fl
,,.;by MITORELL. - . oo BatE vt chtpthit ot
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MM 44-1854

MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

FD-302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR., dated October 2
1968, at Naples, Florida, on September 30, 1968.

9

Obscene #l1 "black ass™, page 2, paragraph 1,
line 1.

Obscene #2 "bastards®, page 3, paragraph 5,
line 9.
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MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

FD-302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR., dated October 2,
1968, at Naples, Florida, on September 30, 1968.

Obscene #1 ''black ass®, page 2, paragraph 1,
line 1.

Obscene #2 '"bastards®, page 3, paragraph 5,
line 9.
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MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

FD-302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR,, dated October 2,
1968, at Naples, Florida, on September 3G, 1968.

Obscene #1 "black ass®™, pagé 2, paragraph 1,
line 1.

Obscene #2 "bastards”, page 3, paragraph 5,
line 9.
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MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

FD-302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR,, dated October 2,
1968, at Naples, Florida, on September 30, 1968.

Obscene #1 '"‘black ass", page 2, paragraph 1,
line 1.

Obscene #2 ‘"bastards®, page 3, paragraph S,
line 9.
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MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

FD-302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR,, dated October 2,
1968, at Naples, Florida, on September 30, 1968.

Obscene #1 "black ass™, page 2, paragraph 1,
line 1.

Obscene #2 '"bastards®, page 3, paragraph 5,
line 9.
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MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

FD-302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR., dated October 2,
1968, at Naples, Florida, on September 30, 1968.

Obscene #1 "black ass®, page 2, paragraph 1,
line 1.

Obscene #2 "bastards®, page 3, paragraph 5,
line 9.
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MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

FD-302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR,, dated October 2,
1968, at Naples, Florida, on September 30, 1968.

Obscene #1 "black ass®, page 2, paragraph 1,
line 1.

Obscene #2 "bastards®, page 3, paragraph 5,
line 9.
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MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

FD-302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR,, dated October 2,
1968, at Naples, Florida, on September 30, 1968,

Obscene #1 "black ass’, page 2, paragraph 1,
line 1.

Obscene #2 ""bastards®, page 3, paragraph 5,
line 9.
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MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

FD-302 of SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR,, dated October 2,
1968, at Naples, Florida, on September 30, 1968,

Obscene #1 "black ass®, page 2, paragraph 1,
line 1.

Obscene #2 "bastards®, page 3, paragraph 5,
line 9.
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UNITLQ STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU.“CE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Miami, Florida
In Reply, Please Refer to October 2, 1968
File No. 44-1854

Re: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS

On September 30, 1968, DONALD LEE MITCHELL was
interviewed at his request at the Collier County Jail,
Naples, Florida.

FNOT. AR

Yoy
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

ate  OCtoObEr 2, 1968

DONALD LEE MITCHELL was interviewed at the Collier
County Jail at his request. Prior to the interview, he
was advised of his rights as reflected on an executed
waiver of rights form.

MITCHELL furnished the following statement in
his own handwriting:

Y w Forahei|  "September 30, 1968

S HETA
9 LS oL
"I, DONALD LEFQMITCHELL, make the follow-
ing statement to Special Agent ERNEST HARRISON,

JR.,, whom I know to be a Special Agent of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

"In 1961, I had the opportunity to meet
one JAMES EARL RAY, I was introduced by a
friend of mine by the name of HAWKS, who was
doing twenty four (24) years. He was from
New Madrid, Missouri, not far from my home town
-0f Kennett.

"He informed RAY that I was about the
last of the good convicts. RAY said he was
pleased to meet me, because the big city boys
from St. Louis, and K.C,, Mo. were turning
out to be a bunch of ‘punks’. This was the
Mo. State Pen, Jefferson City, Mo.

"RAY was the quiet type of guy. He
had very little to say to convicts or guards
for that matter. I seen him every now and
then, but didn't ask many question. We had
used a little dope together, but that was all.

"RAY showed great comtemp for the colored
convicts, as he very seldom talked to them except
on business deals for dope or money. He was
always telling me how the boys from St. Louis

-2 .

On _ 9/30/68  at _Naples, Florida File # _Miami 44-1854

by —__SA ERNEST HARRISON, JR./mgc Date dictated —10/2/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the F'BI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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2

"and K.C, always kissed their (Obscene #1)

He said he never would, because if it hadn &
been for LINCOLN they would still be shining

his shoes. ,

"] was released from prison on August 21,
1962. And never heard from RAY until, 1966.

"In June 4, 1965, I received two (2)
years from Butler County, Mo. After thirty
(30) days in quarintine I was sent to Church
Farm, (one of the prison farm iyhich is honor).

"Later in January, 1966, I was trans-
fered back to the walls to complete the rest
of my time.

"] was placed in Food Service and there
I remained until by release of June 1, 1966,
from the Missouri State Penitentiary, at
Jefferson City, Mo.

'On, or around the middie of February,
1966, I came in contact with JAMES EARL RAY
again. He explained that it was nice to see
me and that he had a good deal for me.,

"He wanted to know if I would do him
and myself a big favor; so I said yes; any-
thing to help a friend.

"When he first mentioned escape I thought
he wanted me to leave with him, but I quickly
explained that I got out on June 1, 1966, that
year, He said no, I want you to help me.

"Than after ] make it I°ll wait on you in
St. Louis. He asked me how I would like to
make a lot of money so I said doesn't everyone.
But I explained I had this girl friend in
Tennessee, who was waiting on me, but he let
me know that it really didn't make any
difference at all.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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3

"So I wanted to know what his plans were.
This is how RAY, explained it to me. Some
people (friends in St. Louis) fixed it with
some one in Philadelphia, for him to kill Dr.
'MARTIN LUTHER KING.

"I told RAY I didn't want to get mixed
up in it. So he let me know real politely
that I was already in it only didn’t realise
it yet. An I couldn't get out unless I ~
wanted it. Than I agreed to go along, after
I heard this. TAlso he told me I was coming
up there to the pen, for chicken feed, was
I afraid to get ahead? I told him no, but
killing KING, we couldn't get away with.

"RAY told me not to worry about a thing.
Also how did a grand some of Fifty Thousand
(50,000) dollars sound to me? I said great,
but what if we get caught? He explained we
wouldn't and if we did we would get out of
it with a fixer lawyer, besides who in the
South like "Niggers™??

"RAY also said after we get KING, we'll
beable to get more for one of the KENNEDY'’s.
I 8aid that the Kennedy Family had done moOre
for the United States, than anyone ever had.
He said they were like KING, a bunch of
Cominists all of them and that in the way they
wanted people to believe, an I did.

"RAY said: Take that punk J.F.K. (meaning
JOHN F. KENNEDY, Late President) for instants,
he made you eat with a nigger on the streets
didn't he? He made you live by them, go to
school with them. So how is he so great? I
said, that a change had to come and we had
better be ready for one. RAY got mad at me
and said not as long as I can kill one of the
(Obscene #2) . I seen he was angry,
so I told him, I guéss he was right about it.
He said, he knew he was and would get KING to
prove it.
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"At this time I wanted to know how,
JAMES EARL RAY, planned to escape from the
walls, of the Mo. State Pen.

"This is how it was to be done. RAY would
leave his cell in the month of April, or approx.
for the show. He would than have his bed fixed
80 as a gaurd would not discover him missing.
Than I camé into the picture:

"RAY was to place himself on top of the
main kitchen, where I worked. Than at 2:30
AM I was to send him food and cigarettes, with
a jar of water. He was to remain there for
about three days, after that I was to get some
kind of pills he gave me into the coffee that
was to be sent to the Gauard Towers.

"After that he would wait until they were
asleep and he would go over the wall. He had
someone, by the name of VINCE or VINCESON
waiting on him from St. Louis, Mo.

"RAY continued to pass me notes, on the
matter up until the night he plan to leave.

"The first note read: DON L, don’t let
me down if you do you know the score. But you
won't!

"The second was. Tear these notes up and
flush them! Say can't you just see all that
money for one lousey Nigger? We will live
in style and travle the world. You can bring
your girl along. Your Pal JIM,

"#No. Three: 'Pal, the time has grown near,
80 all is left is the wait. I think April 12,
is a good day, or do you believe Lucky 13.
Smile friend, JIM.'

"The last note was:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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"Tonight is it my friend and I know I
can count on you for your part. Don't lose those
pills I gave youl! Remember everything, because
my ride will be then. See you on June 1, my
friend. Your Friend Always JAMES.

"RAY's escape would have been good if
not a guy by the name of SEEBRING (or something
of the sort) hadn't tryed it as well onthe
same night, but they found him hiding in the
show after everyone had left for the cell-
house.

"RAY was latter captured on top of the
main kitchen, where a gaurd had seen him,
when he tryed to change places.

"JAMES EARL RAY never stated which one
of the Kennedy family: All he said was one
day it will be: X.,K.K, as he put it KENNEDY,
KING and KENNEDY, Than our worries will be
over.

"He never stated who the other people
were in St. Louis or Phillie (just that they
may have others lined up for us.)

"When SEEBRING was placed in the kitchen
I asked why he was trying to leave: He stated
he had life and was playing a hunch, but did
not know RAY had planned to leave.

"The above is a true statement made by
me on this 30th day of September, 1968.

"There has been know threats or promises
made to me in this matter what-so-ever. It
is of my own free will.

"/s/ DONALD LEE MITCHELL
"I, DONALD LEE MITCHELL, do hereby swear

that the above is true to the best of my knowledge
s0 help me God.

"Signed:; DONALD LEE MITCHELL "
"Wittnessed: ERNEST HARRISON, JR., FBI-Miami.

- 6 -
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In addition to the above, MITCHELL further
advised that RAY said if he, MITCHELL, would help him
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING it would be worth $50,000 to

each of them and later on they could get more than that
for taking care of those "stinking KENNEDYs®., RAY

said it was people like KING and the KENNEDYs who

try to run the world and they are all Communists and

want nothing but power and domination of the whole

world. RAY would never tell MITCHELL who had arranged
for the money if he killed KING only that it was arranged
through someone in St. Louils with someone in Philidelphia.

MITCHELL said he was to be near the building
from which RAY would shoot KING and after the 8dhots were
fired and attention was focused on the building he,
MITCHELL, was to run and create attention to get the
police to chase him. He was to have the police chase
him for some distance before being caught and this
would give RAY ample time to walk away from the building.
MITCHELL was then to tell the police that he heard shots
and since he was an ex-convict he got scared and did not
want to get in any trouble so he ran. The police would
be unable to prove anything agaeinst MITCHELL, since there
would be no gun or powder marks or fingerprints or any
evidence linking MITCHELL to the shooting. RAY was then
going to go "up north” and after awhile purposely get

.~ himself picked up on his jail break from the Missouri

'~ State Penitentiary, because he said that he would have
enough money at that time to hire a lawyer to get him

a parole,.
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This document countains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agency.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 1v
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FrMmer (41 crie) 101-11.8

- UNITED STATES GOV MENT
~Memorandum

TO : Director, FBI - DATE: 10/10/68
| mom*’% SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

SUBJECT: .. MURKIN

| Attached are two Xerox copies each of two letters
written by subject JAMES EARL RAY while 1ncarcerated in Shelby
County Jail, Memphis, Tennessee.

Copies of this correspondence are furnished for
the information of the Bureau.

/

&,BJLBureau (Enc. -4y 1T AT

1 - Memphis
RGJ :ME
3)

e ,.?‘\_ ﬁg
i :r i\J{)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO ! pirector, FBI (44-38861) ~ DpATE:  10/14/68
/

FR?/. SAC, Memphis (44-1982) (P)
/ﬁ;ff\

SUBJECT:
 MURKIN _

s s T LA

Submitted herewith for the Bureau's information are
two copies of an Order issued by Judge W, PRESTON BATTLE,
Memphis, Tenn., relative to seating accommodations in the
courtroom in anticipation of forthcoming trial.

Also submitted are two copies of an "Order on Scire
Facias," issued by Judge BATTLE,

~ In addition to the above Orders issued by Judge BATT&_
there are enclosed two copies each of the following: '

Letter prepared by subject JAMES EARL RAY to his
brother JERRY, dated October 14, 1968,

Letter dated October 9, 1968, addressed to subject
by his brother, JERRY RAY, St. Louis, Mo.

Letter dated October 14, 1968 from subject to Attorney
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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