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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Nev? Orleans, Louisiana ■
October 17 , 1968 Washington, d.c. 20535

JAMES EARL RAY;
IO #4182,.WF #442-A;
DE. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR
(De ceased) — VICT X M

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent Harold V. Hughes:

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
regency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside yo 
agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

The files of the South Central Bell Telephone
Company, New Orleans, Louisiana, contain the following 
information relative to telephone number 242-1618:

Listed to: SAMUEL S. LORIO in September, 1967

Address: 4839 Batjion Street

This is a published telephone number.

The above information is not to be made public
without the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum directed 
to Mr. J. T. PFANNKUCHE, District Accounting Manager (toll), 
or his authorized representative.

10/11/68 Ke w Or le an s , Lo u i s i a na NO 157-10673
On at ----------------------------------------------------------- File # ______________________________—

SA THOMAS E. DUHADWAY/cst 10/16/68
Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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JAMES EARL RAY;
10 #4182, WF #442-A;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 
(Deceased) - VICTIM

The New Orleans Retailers Credit Bureau advised
that Sam Lorio, 4839 Babylon, New Orleans, Louisiana, has 
been employed as a carpenter-contractor foi' 22 years for 
T. Smith and Sons, New Orleans, Louisiana.

The New Orleans Police Department Record Room
has a record of arrest, number 70827, on April 30, 1968, 
for one Sam Lar io, 4839 Babylon, on a charge of ’’Drunk in 
Public.” This arrest records contained the following 
description:

Race 
Sex 
Age

White
Ma le
57

3 * -
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SAC, Memphis (44-1987)

Director, FBI (44-38861)

advising 
District 
Mortimer

date and

Ci
Q

s

Tolson _ 
DeLoach 
Mohr ___ 
Bishop _ 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Felt ___  
Gale ___  
Rosen _  
Sullivan . 
Tavel __  
Trotter_
Tele. Room 
Holmes ___  
Gandy ____

Griffith 
Mortimer

10/21/68

Reference is made to Memphis airtel dated 10/16/68, 
of request for a pre-trial conference between 
Attorney General Phil M. Canale, Jr. and SA James H. 
on October 30. 1968.

SA Mortimer is available for conference on this 
will arrive Memphis, Tennessee, at 6:54 p.m., on

10/29/68, via American Airlines flight 789

dations for

: aw

s

5 
O 
o

Memphis is requested to arrange overnight accommo­
SA Mortimer on 10/29/68

LETYPE UNIT i_

REC 45

19 OCT 23 1968 1

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64

Date:

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

TO

FROM

JMURKINSUBJECT

CANALE can be

pi

Sent

37- Bureau

(4)

Bureau

AIRMAIL

DIRECTOR, FBI

JR

10/16/68

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

(44-38861) (ATTN: FBI LABORATORY)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)(P)

On 10/16/68, District Attorney General PHIL M. CANALE, 
made following request in connection withMemphis, Tenn

captioned case:

CANALE stated that he would appreciate opportunity 
to have pre-trial conference with SA JAMES H. MORTIMER, Document 

CANALE stated that after series ofExaminer in FBI Laboratory, 
interviews and re-evaluation of material on hand 
with MORTIMER could very well limit the amount of material that 
might be essential in presenting this case for trial.

conference

CANALE indicated that if possible, he would like 
SA JAMES H. MORTIMER to be at his office the morning of 
October 30, 1968. CANALE indicated that he felt reasonably 
certain that the pre-trial conference would not take more than
possibly a day and a half.

MORTIMER so that

1 - Memphis
RGJ:ME

Approved:

560CT28W

requested to advise availability of SA JAMES H
informed.

^ S^^J w 17 OCT 18 1968

Per
tal Agoht in Charge
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DATEDIVISION RCMP FILE REFERENCES:

SUB-DIVISION - SOUS-DIVISION

S.v.X.i

1968

OTHER FILE REFERENCES:
REF. AUTRES DOSSIERS:

ROUP C 23
REV. 1 -8-66

RE:
OBJET:

o
nx

ROY AC CAN ADI MOUNTED POLICE - GENDARMERIE ROY ALE DU CANADA
GRC 6885

t * 1 i

DECLASSIFY QN

«MX»-W«-WO
POU 26 JOU 68

A/Qffiea» V# C.I.B

ttC-65

appended
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ONE

C.N. 72

COPIES TO-COPIES A

The tests will be retained.

^sep ea ins

Sub

Ottawa Ontario

FOR -oestinataire

SEC TION

Dr

LABORATORY REPORT NO.
RAPPORT OU LABORATOIRE NO

C LASSIFICATION

C-43O’
REV. 1-4-66

ROYAL CANADIAN M
CRIME DETECTION LAB

TED POLICE
ATORY REPORT-RAPPORT DES L

GENDARMER^tOYALE DU CANADA
RATOIRES JUDICIAIRES

THIS REPORT OR ANY RELATED PHOTOGRAPHIC OR OTHER MATERIAL MAY NOT BE PUBLISHED, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, WITHOUT THE
WRITTEN CONSENT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE.

PORTANT SANS LE CONSENTEMENT PAR ECRIT DU COMMISSAIRE DE LA GENDARMERIE ROY ALE DU CANADA.
IL EST INTERDIT DE PUBLIER EN TOUT,OU EN PARTIE CE RAPPORT OU TOUTE DOCUMENTATION PHOTOGRAPHIQUE OU AUTRE S'Y RAP-

"hQ'’ file no.-dossier "qo" h° LAB. FILE NO. -DOSSIER OU LAB. N°

6810/077

DATE

5 SEPT 68
YOUR REF. NO.-VOTRE rCf. N°

68 HQ 791-Q-6O

ENC LOSURES - PIECES JOINTES PLACE - LIEU

Ottawa, Ont.

FIREARMS AND TOOL MARK IDENTIFICATION

Officer i/c C.I.B. Headquarters Building 
Police _ ‘

REFERENCE -REFERENCE
Ottawa Ontario

CENTRAL BUREAU FOR FIREARMS EXHIBITS Martin Luther KING
Assistance to F.B.I

The firearm
R*C.M.Police »HQ» Divisi

Ontario^fi0ave been compared microscopically with the unidentified ammunition compon

contained in the Central Bureau for Firearms Exhibits files, with negative results.

(Peter Law) Cst
Firearms Section

REC-65

Approved by> , (A.M; HeadrXk)B.Sc. Insp 
Officer i/c Ottawa Laboratory
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oison_ 
eLoac 

Mr. Mohr.

STATE M

UROENT IO-BI-68

0 BIRECTOR

FROM PARIS M. HI

VIA TELETYPE
OCT 2

ENCIPHERED
PARAPHRASE IIDISMMW

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

Bishop.
Casper_  
Callahan. 
Conrad..

Felt..

Sullivan.
Tavel _
Trotter

Tele. Room- 
Miss Holme
Miss Gandy___ _

Bu^^ou. C^\\\^
HB^lbB OCTOBER ONE SIX LAST AND NY TELEPHONE CALL OCTOBER

ONE NINE LIST .

PORTUBESE AUTHORITIES NAVE NO. OBJECT JON TO. INTERVIEW BY

TENNESSEE OFFICIALS OF PERSONS NAMES IN BUCAB ANO ARE LININO UP

INTERVIEWS^

I AN IN CONTACT WITH TENNESSEE OFFICIALS TNBOWBN LEOAT

LONDON AND 1 PLAN DEPART PARIS OCTOBER TWO.THREE NEXT ONE ONE*

FOUR ZERO A JI. FOR LISBON TO ASSIST IN CONTACTS ANO WILL RETURN

PARIS A JI. OCTOBER TWO FIVE NEXT.

RECEIVED t IStMPN JDR

.10 OCT 23 1968

3RD CC- MR. BRENNAN

^2jW3^^ 'mR. DaOACH FOR THE DIRECTOR
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OTT-4 (Rev. 12-22-65)

Director, FBI

: Legal Attache, Ottawa

Title

MURKIN

Date:

(Bufile :

Attention

October 17, 1968

44-38861

44-4

Character

Reference

Ottawa airtel 7/25/68

Enclosed are the following communications received from the RCMP:
Three copies of RCMP "C” Division report 10/1/68

Remarks:

Please note request in Para 3 of referenced airtel and advise

Dissemination

May be made as received
May be made as indicated by stamp on enclosure
May not be made without further clearance with RCMP

Following offices would be interested in receiving copies of enclosures:
Memphis (44-1987);New Orleans 

(157-10673)
Status with this office:

RUC •
ending 
reau (Encs#-3)

1 Memphis 
1 New Orleans

^4 0CT30

Do not write in space below

ENCLOSm-T
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SUB-DIVISION - SOUS-DIVISION

2
the instructions of

carriedvestigation

D.D. 30 OCT

(M.F.T
Montreal G.I.S

Xouri 68HQ-791-Q-6O

A/Officer i/c C.I.B

o

/

OTHER FILE REFERENCES: 
REF. AUTRES DOSSIERS:

s 
E 
C 
RDETACHMENT-DETACHEMENT

Montreal G.I.S

DIVISION

*cw

RE: 
OBJET:

DATE

1 OCT

in abeyance pending 
they require thithe FBI as to what extent 

out.

Cpl. 
Power) #19416

RCMP FILE REFERENCES: 
REF. DOSSIERS GRC: .

68GIS-790-170
6SC-79O-238

PCR 30 AUG 63

RCMP
. GRG6885

*

C 237
- REV.1-4

QYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE - GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANADA

President John F. KENEDY - Murder of 
Assistance to FBI.

o

1. The photo of KIMBLE will be shown to MATHIEU this
week in order to have KIMBLE identified#

Further inquiries will be held

i/c MtlfGIS 
(^y

1. FORWARDED. Your attention la drawn to the contents
of para* # 2 above*

V
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

r ^Verbal Onslaught
; Cites Stw*"?’ w

8* UnkifisW/f111’s I
' for James Earl
. The attorn y murdering 

Ray, charged wrtn® Jr 
to M^s veX onslaught 
”^S*aha>urt order to limit

".Arthur J.^^juSgeW.
th* 5nTSe X has held 
PrestOn JntemDt has the right 
him m*p;’n discuss the 
^forbidJin* * against

Ray a**® Reardon re- 
accordmg to tne other! 
po#, f°r commenting v 
tWgs;” Ainas ” according to 
““Other things.^ .

ff^ SSy Jail, the 
in the Shew photo 0 
release«howingyhim shackled 
Ray, ^^ andtheunsuc- 
and manacled, ^ ^ 
cessful etor ^ Georgia to 
J0” a2 Sociated in Ray’s 
become associ*^
defense. nrder he said,ijudge Battle sorter n

^ Mt Prf«m givinginter- 
f*?^ RaymW- 
views pointing ‘

Hanes cited a ^J»a (Kan.) 
#tory m Bone­Beacon 1’SS^rint ex- 
b^e'm Swing fingerprints 
pert, ^w Rav in LoRd°Ti 
ta&ed'“latent finger?™}^

n^a motel balcony here
S

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

PAGE

CO?aiERCIAL APPEAL

Date:

Edition:

Author: FRANK
Editor:

Title:

Character:

Classification: -,-.-.

Submitting Office: 

| | Being Investigated

. Mr. Bonebrake sam J 
‘®S & ^®tod that wi 
^toSd the m^
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

THE COMMERCIAL 
APPEAL

'Conspiracy Seen
In King’s Death

Author William Bradford 
Huie, the man who is buying 
James Earl Ray’s life story, 
said last night on NBC’s To­
night Show that he in con­
vinced a conspiracy was in­
volved in killing of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. in Memphis.

Unlike the two other major 
political assassinations (the 
Kennedys), Huie said he be­
lieved the King killing was 
the result of “a conspiracy 
that had beep in progress for 
quite some time. There was 
a lot of money paid for that 
killing.” ; <

Huie, from Hartselle, Ala., 
told TV host Johnny Carson 
that he sends written ques­
tions into Ray’s jail by Ray’s 
lawyer arid that Ray writes 
him answers. He said he is 
traveling Widely to verify in­
formation given him by Ray 
and that it will all be pub­
lished after a jury is locked 
up in the case.
QaPbs.. v

Date: / °

Edition:
Author: FRANK R. AHLGREN
Editor:

Title:

Character:

or

Classification:
Submitting Office: MEMPHIS

| | Being Investigated
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Fp-550 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Hanes Calls 
Court Group 
Hypocrites

Says Prosecution 
Allowed Comment
In Ray Case

Arthur J. Hanes, attorney 
for. James Earl Ray, socked 
it to a court-appointed com­
mittee in the Dr. Martin Lu-' 
ther King murder case to­
day, calling them a “com­
mittee of Harper Valley 
P-TA hypocrites.”

The reference is to the hit 
record, “Harper Valley 
P-TA,’’ which recounts the 
tale of a mini-skirted wid­
owed wife told by the P-TA 
that “as a mother, you’re not 
fit.” She wore her mini-skirt ? 
into the next meeting and 
“socked it to the Harper 
Valley P-TA,” recounting 
the vices of the members 
aw branding them as “Har­
per Valley hypocrites.”

Hanes called the commit­
tee ‘hypocrites’ because he 
contends that representa­
tives of those prosecuting 
Ray are being allowed to 
make statements about the 
case while he has been criti­
cized for making comments.

SHOW CAUSE
The seven-lawyer commit­

tee, headed by Lucius gurch, 
recbttimendea to Judge Pnes- 
ten Battle that Hanes be re­
quired to show cause why he 
should not be held in con­
tempt of Battle’s order re­
stricting pre-trial publicity. 
Battle held Hanes, a private 
detective in his employ and 
two newspaper reporters, in . 
contempt but has not passed * 
sentence. ' .

.Sheriff (William) Morris 
said in a press conference 
that the man’s (Ray’s) cell - 
is fine. I said I disagreed. 
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark 
stated on television that Ray 
committed this crime with 
no conspiracy involved ” 
Hanes said. ’

NO PLEA
“I suppose if I had opened . 

my mouth and agreed with 
Ramsey Clark and Sheriff 
Morris, nothing would have 
been said about it. Nothing 
would have been heard from 
Mr. Burch’s committee of 
Harper Valley P-TA hypo­
crites.”

Hanes said he had not filed 1 
a plea tp set aside Battle’s 
decision in the contempt

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

PAGE

MEMPHIS PRESS­
SCIMITAR

TEW

Date: / *= OO

Edition:CHAS . H* 
Author: SEHNEIDER
Editor: 

Title:

Character:

Classification:

Submitting Office:
je mis

[~1 Being Investigated

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



hearing. “I’m going to wait 
and see if he sentences me. I 
may at that time appeal. 
Still, on the other hand, 
whatever he decided to mete 
out to me, I could take it as 
long as that bunch (the com­
mittee) could live with their
consciences.”

Other members of the le­
gal committee are J. Alan 
Hanover, Cooper Turner Jr., 
James D. Causey, Leo Bear;. 
man Jr., Lee A. Hardison, ^
and Don Owens.

examination
The Birmingham attorney 

flew to Memphis yesterday 
to continue his examination 
of the evidence the state is 
expected to introduce when 
Ray goes on trial Nov. 12 on 
a murder charge in the April 
4 slaying pf Dr. Kjng.

Hanes complamed that 
Battle’s court order limiting 
publicity favors the prosecu­
tion and only limits the de­
fense. He cited an interview 
with George Bonebrake, an 
FBI fingerprint expert, in 
Wichita, Kan., which was re­
ported in the Wichita Beacon.

“Here, is a man who is a 
key witness for the FBI tell­
ing the whole world that he 
is an expert for the bureau, 
that he testified in London 
and is going to testify in 
Memphis against James 
Earl Ray,” Hanes said.

fingerprints
Bonebrake was quoted in 

the story as saying the fin­
gerprints found in Memphis 
matched those “taken of the 
man arrested in London” 
and those taken of James 
Earl Ray while he was at the 
Missouri Penitentiary.

“Therefore, my testimony 
tended to implicate him in 
the murder of Dr. King as 
well as identify him as the 
fugitive wanted for escaping 
from the Missouri Prison,” 
Bonebrake was quoted as 
saying. The FBI expert was 
identified as the man who 
“led the search through 
thousands of fingerprints oh 
file at the Washington, D.^, 
FBI headquarters' for the 
identification of the killer”

,^nd the “government’s star
witness in the extradition 
proceedings” against Ray.

Bonebrake was quoted as 
saying that “FBI agents ob­
tained ‘good’ latent prints 
from a rifle believed used to 
kill Dr. King, from a tele­
scopic sight on the rifle and 
from a pair of binoculars 
found at the scene.”

“This was a real break for 
us,” Bonebrake was quoted. 
“We had several names to 
go on but we didn’t know 
which one was correct. Ray 
had purchased & car under 
the name of Galt, bought the

rifle under ^ther name 
and registered in Memphis 
using the name John Wil­
lard.”

The story quoted Bone­
brake as saying he expected 
to go to Memphis to testify 
on the fingerprint identifies-^ 
tion coring. Ray’s coming 
trial. “There’s no doubt in 
my mind that he (Ray) at 
least handled the murder 
weapon?’he W^s quoted.

J NdtOT;^
Bonebrake .Ws^nWichita 

speaking to a# area seminar 
on fingerprint identification 
for law enforcement 
cies. A FBI spokesman said 
in Washington today that 
Bonebrake i^^out 
^ignment and was hot 
.able for comment. “We hah 
not making any comnienton 
that case whatsoevermnless 
it was public knowledge,” 
the s^kes^anhhid. ' . \

“Everybodyseemstobe 
leaning toward s the prosecu* 
tion. All the court, officials 
seem to be* ’ ’ Hanes said, \ ■ ■ K

‘ ‘Three t h d u s ah d F#J 
agents working on tfteeas^ 
the resources of, the stateot 
Tennessee, the pf^ 
commuitfty' afe^wric^ 
ensure that the state ^t 
Tennessee gets a fair trials

“I am the only one stand* 
ing between my clientand 
the great forces of govern­
ment. I will not be intimidat­
ed. - • ; ■

“It is pretty, easy to 4'^ 
monish anunpopularlawypr 
who has an unpopular tji^ 
and an unpopular dash# W, 
look upon him #idisfavor.

“I neverheard of a judge 
criticizing a sheriff er a 
prosecutor they live with 
and do business with every 
day.” . ’
_^anes said he didnotbe- 
Heve his latest statements 
were in violation of Battle’s 
anti-publicity order.

“I have not said anything, 
nor will I say anything, 
going to the merits of the

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



say this, that when ^lawyer Hanes 'was ip. his offlce ih. 
• :- k., u-iuw, *~ connection with prelimingfy

Work hie had done previously 
btit declined further com­
ment. / /

Hanes’ visit, however, 
again led to speculation that 

ompson would become as-

is overcame? by timidity In 
criticizing the courts we 
have lost a lot of individual
freedom in this country.

:. “We should guard against 
any person or any court ag;
being immune to criticism. B
The time is past when a per- sociated with him. 
sOn or a committee can
mount a pedestal, adjust his 
halo and say don’t criticize 
my actions.
.“'In my opinion the flames 

or justice have flickered 
mighty low in the headwinds 
of the great forces which 
have been amassed against 
my client.” >

Hanes said he had com­
plained to Battle about a pic­
ture released by Morris 
showing the sheriff leading a 
handcuffed Ray into jail. “It . 
depicted him (Ray) as some 

|kind of dangerous animal 
magged from his cave,” 
Hanes said. <

“I asked the judge lo let 
me have a photographer 
come in and photograph him 
as a normal human being. 
This' Was denied. I feel if the 
sheriff had a right to release 
the photograph, we certainly 
had the right to release one- 
showing him as he normally 
is.”

Hanes said he planned to 
go to the attorney general’s 
office today to listen to the 
police radio tape recordings 
from the night that Dr. King 
was killed and. to inspect any 
further evidence that has 
come into the office. He said 
he will remain in Memphis 
until tomorrow night.

THOMPSON
Meanwhile, it was also 

learned today that Hanes 
spent several hours yester­
day conferring with Mem­
phis attorney Russell X. 
Thompson.

Earlier in the case, 
Thompson was reported to 
be under consideration as as­
sociate counsel ih’Ray’sde- 
fense, but Hanes later denied 

■ it. y
Thompson confirmed
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October 23, 1968
PLAINTEXT

URGENT Mr. Long

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

Tolson- -s- 
DeLoadB 
Mohr ___  
Bishop _

^ffiUS "WWW fiteiKMiHir or msria 
CGMMIMMCATOJitS WION 

0CT231968 
±21W wUk

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

KIN y^
REBUCAB TO LEGAT
THE FOLLOWING

INQUIRY CONCERNING

MR. PHIL M. CANALE

WITNESSES:

1. ;̂iCO OCTOBER EIGHTEEN LAST
WAS RECEIVED FROM LEGAT

POSSIBLE AR

TO VISIT

■.I*?:iCO IN RESPONSE TO

ENTS FOR REPRESENTATIVES OF

[ICO FOR PURPOSE OF INTERVIEWING

AMERICAN CITIZENS TRAVELING IN :iCO AS TOURISTS MAY NOT

LEGALLY ENGAGE IN BUSINESS OR INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITIES THROUGH

LIAISON WITH MEXICAN MINISTRY OF GOVERNMENT, (GOBERNACION), EFFO

HAVE BEEN MADE TO OBTAIN INFORMAL WAIVER OF ABOVE FOR

COUNTY OFFICIALS OR. INALTERNATIVE. ARRANGE FOR SONE

SPECIAL TRAVEL DOCUMENTATION PERMITTING TE । ^ TO ENTER :ico FOR

PURPOSES OUTLINED IN RECAB. HIGH LEVEL CONTACTS IN GOBERNACION

WHO HAD PREDICTED SUCCESS FORrTHME EFFORTS^AWISW OCT^^

TWO TWO INSTANT NO WAIVER OR SPKIALM^toTATION COULDBE _ — 

y j^BTyNED INFORMALLY AT THIS TIME. ^ ^ 21 ^59

*-^jp FOREIGN LIAISON (Cleared through SA Daniel J. Brennan).

Casper .^i> j C 
Call ahayki
Conrad .
Felt__  
Gale __
Rosen _ 
Sullivan 
Tavel _
Trotter _ 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy

SEE NOTE PAGE THREE

LETYPE UNIT
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TELETYPE TO SAC MEMPHIS 
RE: MUREIN

IN VIEW OF

THE ABOVE, ARRANGEMENTS CANNOT MADE BY THIS BUREAU TO HAVE

WITNESSES INTERVIEWED PURSUANT THEIR REQUEST CANALE

SHOULD BE FURTHER ADVISED THAT IN THE EVENT HE DESIRES TO PURSUE

THIS MATTER FURTHER THAT ARRANT SNTS SHOUID BE MADE BY

MR. CANALE THROUGH THE STATE DEPARTMENT AS OUTLINED ABOVE

NOTE: This is the 
King, Jr.

case Involving the murder of Martin Luther

Mr. Phil M. 
Memphis, Tennessee

Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby County 
desires that his representatives proceed to

Mexico and interview witnesses in this case. He requested Bureau 
assistance in this matter. We directed a cablegram to our legal 
attache in Mexico City listing witnesses desired to be interviewed 
by Mr. Canale and requested our legal attache to advise if
arrangements can be made for these interviews

Our legal 
arrangements for

attache has advised that efforts were made to make 
representatives of Mr. Canale to interview witnesses

in this case on an informal basis with Mexican Government officials 
without success. Our legal attache advises that due to a recent 
incident involving a case of U. S. Narcotics and Customs Bureaus 
with the Mexican Government, the reaction is very high with Mexican 
officials concerning all U.S. investigative agencies. Legat advises 
that interviewing of these witnesses may be affected through 
State Department.

SAC, Memphis being instructed to advise Mr. Canale that 
request to interview witnesses in Mexico with Bureau assistance 
cannot be completed at this time, and if Mr. Canale desires to 
pursue this matter further, he should handle through the State 
Department. This matter coordinated with foreign liaison and they 
feel that if Memphis authorities pursue this matter of interviewing 
witnesses through the Bureau, this could very possibly jeopardize 
the Bureau's operations in Mexico in the future. Department 
being advised.
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T 10-22-68

TOR (44-38861)

FROM LEGA MEXICO CITY

MURKIN

VIA TELETYPE
OCT 2

ENCIPHERED
NO. 526

REBUCAB OCTOBER ONE EIGHT LAST

Mr. Mohr—
Mr. Bishop.

Casper---------
Callahan.
Conrad-
Kelt...

Mr. Rosen_ 
Mr. Sullivan.

5 Mr. Tavel__

're Miss

Room— 
H lrn.es 
Gandy-

AMERICAN CITIZENS TRAVELING IN MEXICO AS TOURISTS MAY NOT 

LEGALLY ENGAGE IN BUSINESS OR INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITIES. 5-W4

LIAISON WITH MEXICAN MINISTRY OF GOVERNMENT, (GOBERNACION), EFFORTS

HAVE BEEN MADE TO OBTAIN INFORMAL WAIVER OF ABOVE FOR SHELBY COUNTY

OFFICIALS OR, IN ALTERNATIVE, ARRANGE FOR SOME TYPE OF SPECIAL 
TRAVEL DOCUMENTATION PERMITTING THEM TO ENTER MEXICO FOR PURPOSES'''^

OUTLINED IN RECAB. HIGH LEVEL CONTACTS IN GOBERNACION, WHO HAD

PREDICTED SUCCESS FOR THESE EFFORTS, ADVISED ON OCTOBER TWO TWO

INSTANT NO WAIVER OR SPECIAL DOCUMENTATION COULD BE OBTAINED

INFORMALLY AT THIS TIME

DECISION IS LARGELY BECAUSE TOP OFFICIALS OF THAT AGENCY

AND OTHER HIGH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ARE INCENSED ABOUT RECENTLY

PUBLICIZED CASE WHICH OCCURRED IN BORDER AREA ALLEGEDLY INVOLVING

IMPROPER ACTIVITY ON

AND CUSTOMS BUREAUS

WAS SENTENCED TO SIX

MEXICAN SIDE BY AGENTS OF U. S. NARCOTICS

BRIEFLY^.ONE ALFRED'

ZERO

A MEXICAN

RAfe-COWT AT 'LAREDO , TEXAS ON

OCTOBER ONE EIGHT LAST, ON NARCOTIGiCHaRffiSS 1968

ivv
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MEXICAN PRESS NEXT DAY HIGHLIGHTED CHARGES BY REYES AND ATTORNEYS

THAT HE WAS DRUGGED AND KIDNAPED AND BROUGHT ACROSS BORDER TO U

CUSTODY. HIS RELATIVES AND LAWYER HAVE REPORTEDLY PROTESTED TO

GOBERNACION AND TO PRESIDENT OF MEXICO. G0BERNAC10N CONTACTS

UNDERSTAND PERFECTLY THAT BUREAU WAS NOT INVOLVED IN THIS REPORTED

INCIDENT BUT REACTION IS STRONG ENOUGH AND BROAD ENOUGH AMONG

MEXICAN OFFICIALDOM TO ENCOMPASS ALL U.S. INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES

AS IN PAST CASES WHERE MEXICAN SOVEREIGNTY ALLEGEDLY VIOLATED

AS SECOND CHANNEL, TENNESSEE AUTHORITIES COULD SUBMIT

INTERROGATORY TYPE DOCUMENTS TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE WITH REQUEST

THAT PROSPECTIVE WITNESSES NAMED IN RECAB BE LOCATED AND QUESTIONED

BY VICE CONSUL OF U.S. CONSULATE AT GUADALAJARA, JALISCO, WHO

SPEAKS SPANISH AND IS ACCREDITED TO MEXICAN GOVERNMENT

THIRDLY, STATE DEPARTMENT COULD BE APPROACHED BY STATE OF

TENNESSEE WITH FORMAL REQUEST THAT SPECIAL PERMISSION BE REQUESTED

FROM MEXICAN GOVERNMENT FOR VISIT OF PROSECUTOR'S REPRESENTATIVES

TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS
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PAGE THREE

BUREAU MAY WISH TO ADVISE OFFICIALS PREPARING PROSECUTION

THAT

WERE

NEGRO SAILORS INVOLVED IN INCIDENT MENTIONED IN RECAB

BELIEVED TO BE FROM THE CRUISE SHIP "ITALIA" WHICH MAKES

REGULAR EXCURSION TRIPS FROM LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, TO MAZATLAN

PUERTO VALLARTA

DURING FALL AND

INQUIRY AND MAY

AND OTHER WEST COAST MEXICAN PORTS ON REGULAR BASIS

VINTER MONTHS. SAILORS MIGHT BE IDENTIFIED THROUGH

WELL REMEMBER INCIDENT INVOLVING SUBJECT AT

CASA SUSANNA" AT PUERTO VALLARTA

BUREAU VAS PREVIOUSLY ADVISED THAT UNWARRANTED DISCLOSURE OF

EXTENT OF THIS OFFICE’S ACTIVITIES WHILE HANDLING LEADS IN

CAPTIONED MATTER COULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO FUTURE BUREAU

OPERATIONS IN MEXICO. INTERVIEWS AT PUERTO VALLARTAJALISCO,

CONDUCTED BY SA RUSSELL JEAN GRAY, JR., IN CAPACITY OF EMBASSY

REPRESENTATIVE BUT NOT IDENTIFIED

INTERVIEWED BY MEX - TWO FOUR, AN

AS BUREAU AGENT. THE TWO PROSTITUTES

ELISA ARELLANO TORRES AND MANUELA AGUIRRE MEDRANO, WERE

INVESTIGATIVE INFORMANT, WITHOUT

THE KNOWLEDGE OF LOCAL POLICE. THESE TWO WOMEN WERE DEFINITELY

TRANSIENTS AND EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION MAY BE NECESSARY TO LOCATE

THEM. IF SELECTED AS WITNESSES, THEY MAY NOT BE ADMISSABLE TO U.S

IN ABSENCE OF SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS WITH IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES
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FBI «SH DC

FBI MEMPHIS

1r.

-r—

THIS

RPRINTS ON W

Mr. Mohr.
op.

■ sper.

Conrad

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

TO DI

HAD

952AM UR

3PFR

FSlw SnMCOMMUNICATION SECTION

Mr. Tolson
Mr. DeLoac!L^!_

Callahan

NT 10-16-68 SAB

CTOR 44-38861

MEMPHIS 44-1987

THE COMMERCIL APPEAL MEMPHIS MORNING NEWSPAPER

ARTICLE OS PAGE ORE, OCT. SIXTEEN, SIXTY EIGHT, CAPTIONED AS

FOLLOWS: LECTURE BY FBI AGERT ANGERS RAY S ATTORNEY

ARTICLE WRITTEN BY CHARLES EDMUNDSON WHO WAS ONE OF THE REPORTERS

ele. Room
iss H Imss ..

Gandy..

CITEO FOR CONTEMPT BY

ARTICLE PREPARED

COURT ORDER PROTECTS

JUDGE W PRESTON BATTLE IN SEPT SIXTY

BY EDMUNDSOH QUOTES MARES AS COMPLAINING

THE PROSECUTION AND ONLY MUZZLES THE DEFENSE

ARTICLE FARTHER STATES THAT HARES HAS DECLARES PROSECUTION

WITNESSES3avTBEEN MAKING PUBLIC STATEMENTS CONVICTING HIS CLIENT A

AND HE HAS HAD NO CHANCE TO COUNTER THEM

A LECTURt BY GEORGE BONEBRAKE
WWHIT|* MAKAS, SEPT. ELEVEN

HANES REPORTEDLY CITED

AN FBI FINGERPRINT SPECIALIST, IN

AND QUOTED ON PAGE ONE OF THE

THE BEACON IDENTIFIES BONEBRAX

LED THE SEARCH THROUGH THOUSANDS

FBI HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON SEEKING IDESTIFlCATIOWbFCWj0#LER

BONEBRAKE QUOTED ASSAYING IN WICHITA I WAS IBtra

TESTIFY THAT THE LATENT FINGERPRINTS WE FOUND IN MEMPHIS MATCHED

END PAGE ONE

MR. DELOACH FOR THE DIRECTOR
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THOSE TAKEN OF THE MAN ARRESTED IN LONDON. AND THAT THE SAME PRINTS

MATCHED THOSE TAKEN OF JAMES EARL RAY WHILE HE WAS AT THE MISSOURI

PENITENTIARY.”
BONEBRAKE REPORTEDLY WAS ADDRESSING A WICHITA AREA POLICE

SEMINAR

STATING

BEACON

A MAJOR

ON FINGERPRINT IDENTIFICATION. ARTICLE CONTINUES BY 

THAT FRANK GAROFOLO, ASST. CITY EDITOR OF THE WICHITA 

SAID YESTERDAY NEWSMEN WERE PERMITTED TO ATTEND THE

LECTURE AND NOTHING WAS PUT OFF THE RECORD AT THE POLICE SEMINAR

IN THE HITCHITA POLICE DEPARTMENT OBJECTED THE NEXT DAY

MR. GAROFOLO SAID, THAT THE SPEECH HAD BEEN QUOTED TOO MUCH

DETAIL

JUDGE W

ARTICLE. THAT

BOUNDERIES OF

PRESTON BATTLE HAS ACKNOWLEDGED . ACCORDING TO

IN

THE

HIS POWER TO LIMIT PUBLICITY APPLIED ONLY IN THE

HIS JUDICIAL DISTRICT. SHELBY COUNTY. TENN.

HANES HAS SAID

QUOTED AS FOLLOWS:

ORDERED NOT TO GIVE

THAT THE ORDER HAS A DIFFERING EFFECT AND IS

WHILE THE ACCUSED AND HIS ATTORNEYS HAVE BEEN

INTERVIEWS, KEY WITNESSES FOR THEPROSECUTION

SUCH AS MR. BONEBRAKE, HAVE BEEN FREE TO MAKE STATEMENTS

ATTORNEY GEN. RAMSEY CLARK STATED ON TELEVISION THAT RAY COMMITTED

THIS CRIME WITH NO CONSPIRACY INVOLVED. WHEN I SAY THE CONTRARY

END PAGE TWO
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