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He advised the name "ALICIA GRAY" meant nothing to
him. He advised he could not recall a hostess by that name
and stated if she had ever worked for him, it should show up
in his business records.

He advised he did not know anyone by the name "RAUL"
or "RAOUL" and stated he knew of no patron who might have been
deported.

CHASE stated STAN TOTARO was his accountant.

STAN TOTARO, Accountant, 1372 Ninth Avenue, San Francisco,
California, telephone number 661-7969, advised on December 17, 1968,
he would check CHASE's records for "ALICIA GRAY."

On December 18, 1968, TOTARO advised one ALICIA GRAY was
employed by CHASE from February 1, 1966, to March 15, 1966, as a
waitress. TOTARO stated ALICIA GRAY's Social Security Number was
reported as|  Jand her local residence as 684 Ellis Street,
Apartment 522, San Francisco, California.

DELBERT W. CHASE on December 18, 1968, advised he still
could not recall any employee named ALICIA GRAY and further advised
he knew no one named. "RAUL" or "RAOUL."

It is being left to the discretion of the Memphis Office
to decide the desirability of a further interview of ALICIA GRAY

to determine if she possesses any additional information regarding
"RAUL" or "RAOUL" which could lead to his identification.
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FD;26 (F_. 7. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 12/20/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via A IRTEL

" (Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
Clonza)

(00: Memphis)

Enclosed for the Bureau are 3 copies of an order
entered 12/18/68 before Judge W, PRESTON BATTLE which order
appoints the Public Defender of Shelby County to represent
the subject, JAMES EARL RAY,
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT COF SHETBY COUNTY TENNESSEE
Division .

STATE OF TENNESSEE

. | | . o R No./éé%‘)':ué%’ﬁ)

,QMF/ ?c?y L

D“FENDANT

ORDER APPOINTING THE PUBLIC DEFENDER
OF SHELBY COUNTY TO REPRESENT DEFENDANT

Be it remembered that the Court é;s inquired of above defendant «. :o
represeatation by counsel of own choice and employment, and the Court ascer-
tained that the defendant is financially unable to employ counsel, and that it
is incumbent upon the Court to appoint counsel to represent said defendart.

And the Court is, therefore, of the opihion taat the Public Defender
-should be ordered to represent above‘named defendant.

IT IS ACCORDINGLY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the public De-
feader be and is ordered, either personally or through‘his deputy, to represeat

4.fendant in above captioned cause.

Enter this /fﬂ day of ;}S@G’méf/r ; 19657

. d /]
- : . ' N7
. Qw? /LlAjmu VL,Z"C‘
JUDGE,
CRIMINAL COURT, Division-ZZ/—
SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE
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: . i . 1 Mr. Trlson
S : Mr.-Feloach ..
- P “Rr. Flohir—.
ool ) ] Mr. Bshop. s
o — . Mr. Casper._.._ s
) o ’ Tl My, Calichano .
o ' Mr. Corrad ...
FBlI ' _ ' :I.m. Pelt
Date: 12/18/68 i“ ‘4:2 A
) ‘ ’ '2 Mi. Soiovafl e
} ) | Mr: Tavel
Transmit the fol}owlnq in (Type in plaintext or code) Yv\\ ‘ [ :g hi 1 reizer. .
Via AIRTEL . | _ el —
. T . (Pnomy) - }Lihss Gandy_____
et St st - - T
TO: nxucm, FBI (44-38861) )
FROM:  SAC, WFO (44-703) (RUC)
MURK
Enclesed for the lurnu and Knyh:ls is one Xerex cogy
N each of a document entitled “A Punk Witheut The celn-ﬁtions,
" The enclesure wis made available to WPO by AUSA BAROLD

o~ 1’/\

Jo. SULLIVAN on 12/16/68, whe received it frem BARNES, whe is
teen years for burglary.

For :lnfomtioa of Memphis, m is a Mm
St, Leuis-Washington, D.C. (WDC), area burglar whose Sestimeny
ia both jurisdictiens resulted 1u convictions of eivilians and
police officers in cennectien with his widespread burglazy
activities, He served time in the Missouri State Pesittemtiary,
allegedly during part of time JAMES EARL BAY was there. HNe ha's
furnished both ulim §M unreliable information to the EBI

in past, /V/i/ 05;(974«/ jw

. BARMES is still of interest to newsﬁ(fa WBC aree,
nnd in view of this enclosure being sulu&aeced for informatten,

ycﬁﬂuw— |

- Bureau (hc. -
Z'Mh(m’ % endh %’éczeﬁse
(1-137-3677) - |
RIM:gbk C.* gt  ggtd "’ cgm yleH1? -
¢))

currently cenfined to the Maryland State Penitemtiary for ﬁftzg

Approved: Sent ; M  Per
Special Agent in Charge N | 2T
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l ' [ " A PUNZ WITHCUT TiE CCKKEG?IC“S—”"

f

Fillions of words have bezn writen about the small ting
country boy #who grevw into a emall ‘tize hoodlum,James Ferl Rsy,

~ after the eenseleas slaying of Hartin luther King. ¥any of the
;\worde writen about ‘this individual have been distorteé to such

an extent tbat they tend to’picture Jaaea Farl kay as ahbig‘time
operstor within the crininal underworld with count le~e up?erworlﬁ
cannections.éhen one hears the name Jamas Earl Ray, two thou~ﬁts
autcﬁatically appeer within one's mind,that Jemee Farl ray ic

the asfassin of the Nesro leader,and that he 1c a eééaye aét&aat

wha'w?ile on~eseape frcm‘tbé‘ﬁissouri “tate °en1tent1ar§vcon:nircd

vith ot%ers,unwuown to ansaeainate the Yearo le der.

~

while it 1s'factua1 that Ray was é§ escaped convict,he was

?’”far rrad beiug 9nother willie:Sutton,and 1t 1a\fatuaus to believe ,{
| f*that such an 1n’1n1tesima1 hooglum with infinitesimal’ 1dea 9" B

oould have nOﬂaassea tbab connections to becomé f hire~ killer

for othera.

Tne yboveﬁ etntement hnwevar dogsn't = san that Ray_ws n‘t

caaablc of urder ag ho was,but heﬂﬁggn t capable of other

: bﬁv;ra the ccnfi&ence or trust in him:to-carry out such a

: aai:s&ent as assa-slnatins King. ¥hile 1t 18 sni%matic to many

how ?ay after the assac iratlcn was able ‘s eluee the F.B I.,nad
other 1aw of ficals by travalirg all over the ”cuntry,it 18 .
;erronecus to believe that undsrwcrld Bources ai&e him 1n Fis |
ht.I.sa;ithla,because‘he mada to uany gtops in to "qny

differant places, 3 a1dn't heve any :ome; ta s:sik "“out vhile ]

he wie 1 flizht, If Ray would have beaa e hires killer, be"aulak

have haed 1e'ty of- money,and would not have been tr»velinr all

G p o T LA -G 1 R 1
PR e T 9 . ;.i;f d - ToLaEr _;,‘3 ,~,g‘?’ Tl aa e

wes o fuzlitive,ns his coﬂanc21994 would ha?c aenv tb‘it thet he uss

3 & Al . ;" o ] . .
repidly Tearte? out of thae onuntry,zad esncezlsé g&~e L“Cz,“rﬁ a0ly
e A;'} FELA ex EAEE Py v oy g e " 3 -:u‘ . ¥2
~odt ghnogmythyend this woitld have boeen gonv baesuie Rev e

i
!
]
1
[
|
I
i
b
|
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Acideé that he would atill remain in the world of crime but re- v‘*?

_ Page , Two ; B .
hithin the underworla of erine thers is a lad*er.Altbﬂuvh 1t is

_‘an .1nv1s1b1e lauder to tbe eyee .of the ethical,to tha uuethical

it'a meny rungs are transparent,and the crimiual eleaent con- k

: etant;y strive. to climb “higher upon each rung. As ths criﬂiaal

steps hieher.he 1e qreeted by mcre important erininals with COfe
neetiens and these connections ore ettremely i~portunt to the
climbing erizinal regarﬁlecs b g he is a Lurxlar,f”COntract“ man,
“Pietol Man,"Booster",and so forthe.

Nineteen years ag ag0o in 1949 Qay com“enceé hiz climd upon the

vlaﬁﬁer vhea in Los Angeles,ﬂaiifornia he stole hingelf & pistol

and etuck up & cate eria.He was cnubht outside with less than ,
fifty 2ollars he had taxen at gun point.He served a emall hitch 1n

the County Jail for this first offense,and when relenzed he ée- :

main in 41t éoina acmethinp leaa bclﬁ than eticking a niﬂtol in

aomeons & face, Ee walked 1atova;ggiicgl;gggedhazound and
that only a man wa8 iuaidé.‘ 8?@%3”f§§8ﬁ?\f'f~ )

the scattered dezi inaiae the offlce 30 Ray reachnﬁ over and ana;eh@1
one and raced out the éoar with 1t under hiz erm.The men 1r91aa
the éffice witnessed Ray extract the typewriter,but couldn't
catch the bandit as he raced down the street uith it, but he did
the rext best thing,he cauaht Ray's Army Diaeharge Pap er’s as

they fell out of hisvback pocket;2ad uay wns arrestad a few éaya

later end sentenced to & few wmonths in the county Jall for petty
larceny.This time in jail he couldn't brag to the other cons

that ha was ineide for uaing a "plece”,s0 he kept guiet about the

1ﬁrceny snatch,2erved his time,snd declded 3 that 1% waz about tite

that he tried his duel sk1ll in other parts of the country.

u
Sy

y: T el s oyl g . - s e ; &
le 2led brex to Illinols steyeld 1t e?e for a4 faw

éaysAuﬁ?il be cot himself'another pistal,then deciﬁeé toimake 2

' “*ic *core" e coulﬁn t meke up Fiq.mi 13 $uct what to,or or who t0

rod =0 he hired him ne1f a enb to loos the Winay C*tv ower.iqa

 meaory of the LA. rob“ery muqt bave nanitrate his braino,nnd he

6eciﬂ 23 tkat hs 4clli not tare o ch=rce of rabuivm rno*“*r

U—— i
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&t robuw,g fa_ilﬁ‘]?& at Bt@&’-fﬂg p“’ny

; ”Qge Three ' Lo '
businesz est?blishrent far fear of reciaving reﬂults duplicatel.v
to that ke recieved in L.A.,30 he robbed the cab driver of sbout , -

fiftaen ualfara.ﬁfter the catble turnzd the "Big Seore” over <
to Ray,the bandit raced from the cab,snd shot don 2 alley in orde

@

to make his getaway,but the insuspieious "Pistol ¥an" ren into a

- deadend alley;ﬁﬁg was4rgpidly aprrehended by the Chlcagc Police;"

This time Ray was found suilti'and santenced to.the “Sig-ﬁbhse* | |
It was his f;rsf'time #t serving = prieson sentence,and he';erved <Q
two years.ihen he waz relessed in March of 1954 he decided that .
the gun method of mnklng.éoney tho easy wey wasn't so easy;and thet
he would try to be & burglar.is was 6tili‘th1nk1ng emall 4n thé .
way of criminal mcts and five months after his‘:elesée,he tried
to burglarize a cleanars by kicking 16 the"froat §1ate gless
windoweNaturally the fallin# glass mede quite a nolee,and half of

the Alton ,Xllinois Police gepartment arrieveé at tha aeena.an& |
arrested the haplese Ray.He was rapidly qentenced back to tha ’j?“gé
. "Iron Castle"” whera he cauld th&nk ebout what profeasion within )
the underworld that he woild be be '

antgﬁabjects,and e failure

at bur»lary. e o S |
< while serving his second bltch in the ”'01nI" he was intro-
duced to a small tize "9aper Hnnzar 'sand. whsn they wers ree.

leased he declded that he would try the faraery ”bit“.but ke aoon

© d1scoversd thet ‘the goverment didn’t eprreciate him pascing

rorged, monsy créers when he was arrestad with hia conrednrate
and sgntenced to four yeara in Leavenworth- ‘ e
Ray was thirty yesrs old when he wes relessed from Leaven-

worth.te had been icside three nenitsnti ries,ané'sérvéd a few

- Jail’seutencea in that thirty yeocrs. and hadn't:'etclah two hundred

dolklars.%hile he-ate;;eﬂ'u;ﬁa that fir=t runz of>fh: ladier of
erine n“arly-tea years befors,he was stlill whers Hc },& cczrenead
ten years before. Fa was not the type cf 1nu1vidual vha would

‘even think of worxine fcr moreg than a few ronths ge a~ti§e.gu§
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- money orders, He decideﬁ that he was golgg tobs a "Pistol Man", .

‘8o that they'1ll fraeze 1n their tr&cka then yon'll have them

P&&en Four - ' o o

-whén ha was relezsed from 1aavepa0rth he decided that he would

"now ‘hit the biz tize.There . woulbhft be anymore eab driver

robbetles fo4_ him,no aore~at9aling3niokel and,dime'objects'fram

downtown office bulldings,and espaclally,no more pazsing phogeya»f‘

as even 'thou;h ke had been " "Buated" twice for it;he belie#eﬁA*:
Ke could do 1t better than anything else that he had at*emrtnd 1n
the past ten years. . . ,

After beinz released from Laaéenworth Ray journied to ths
how-”a-utate and cowmitéed a arﬂmed robbery, It was the largest
"Seore™ that he had zade in his ten yeor criminal carreer,about |

eizht hundred dcllars.«hen Ray cozrtited a robbery,he went in the .
piace lics "Ganzbustera”,and caéehout ~ like “Génabuatérs".He be-

lieved in practleling ‘the philosophy ,",”srrify the victims first

il -

" under contral.

u&artly aftar thaweiakﬁ hu.n.

eonfeéerate decided thst a busy supermarket in Alton,Illinois

would be & good spot to make a big "EIt" et.Ray was the pistolmen

- and shoutad to all the custorers that. he would kill them if they

moved a muscle ,His partner grabbed tﬁbfh&n&sful of cash total- |
ing £ 2,200.00,2a3 raced for the stolehgéarﬁsettiﬁg‘outsida the s
stors with Ray a shadow on hls heels.?he zoney zrab er switchad to'
the rols of 2 "Wheslzan",and the inausplcious Ray et1ll feelina~
the nast of butterflies floating arsunﬂ inzlds hls stonaech ’oreot
to shut his side of the car door ond fell out =as the car turnadf
the first cornor,The "Wheelman seeing his partnaf “Zgaporate”
becrme excitad and smashed the stalesm car into a tres. Some-how , 
ey aéc:zﬁi epfrsh%ssica,rnd returned  to St. Louls 2 =onth
later 4n Tcloter;1553,.He walked 1ﬁta'aaathervcbr§:r suéermarkst{,
flashed hiz pistol,screazzed his 5éxan§ for all the money,and

A

wing Ziven lecsz thsn two hunir 3'501*?rs.}ﬂ was becomtlng szarter

in bis naw'traée as this time he used ‘a atolen car to maks hisg

got-n-ua y,wr“ then swﬁtchnﬁ to his own car, hia own car wes

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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%itn%ssad{by & pacser bye-as the switch wes made,aﬂi Any wes ‘q

i Qﬁicziy 'nfvented later'on tnat _week.Ha went to tr191 inﬁ”t;ff‘:f
'Leui -for triu ron*ery and wae convicted and sentenced to his Iond-v
ast prison santence.tweatg years,in the 4iauour1 ‘tate ?enitentiarg
| As the Judge pronaunced the huge aentence upon the banuit, %
Ray mtist have' thaught‘ to himselr,“I can't do that much time".a% :
vhen the Depﬁty Sherdff started to take hia back to (he coll
block bahind the courtroam,?ay smashed the °heriff against the

A

cell éoar and broke away from him.Insi e the small corridor beo :

hinﬁ t.e courtroon wae a steel mash fence that climbed to the

tOp of/ the ceilinﬁ.Ray ran for the fence,and seeing that he could
not clicb over 1t,turned and racsd for ths elevator. when he tried
to cpen the door he wag amazed to aee that 4t was the type thft

., was es sential for a key to be 1neerted inside it 1n ‘order for the

*doors to o,en.Fe was ap*rehsnaed on the spct It was his first “’j’
Kl attempt at eucaning,but far from tis last. R |

e : ¥hen Hny Arrieved at th State Penit

1959 he was 1ncarcer

the United Statas of Aaerica.?hraa yeﬁrs before he was convicted

and sentence& to "Jert 61ty sthe tuo thou«gnﬁ convicts confined

bghind the twenty-five foot hizh grey priaon walla rabelled
-~ against the Warden aud brutal guards,and rioted aistreying the )

| ag-plant the Church, ovie.School,and the panta anﬁ shirt factories g

Ey the tine that Ray weas printea and numbered 1nside the i

walls,a new Yarden by the nane of ¥ash had tasken contol of tne

rricsen eng his.m&in cancern wae to make a profit out of h1= role |
s gz the ¥Warden. When liash wes ;he ¥arden aaythlng could te pur ) : 3
chased inside the ”‘allaﬁ,even s mens life, Life came chesp in- ‘; o
zida the wrison in those éaya.wng conviet could have snother
tabbhad 4n the hack for 2 little =5 Tifiscno packa of elinaretiss
and 1n tha sinzle yeor of 12€0,more then one hundred Tifty convicts
wara ztabbsd by other cons,while & few'aere k1i1a5.Csl1 ahnnzag,

alonz with job chsnzes could bs purchased inside the prison,and

anyone wha possaised the slichtest conueetions and rmoney di4
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( abaélutely as they'pleaéeﬂ.
%hile Ray co&ldn't maze it very many ateps up the ladéar of i
Crime™ in the “Free-world”,his iufinitesircal,and homoaﬁxal‘%hys ”'ﬂ
kept hin ;ram being anything cther than a "Hoosler™ at "Jeff Cib' ¥
A "Hoozier" 1nﬂide the " alls" of "Jeff City wes 8 cOﬁviet who
other "CQns used to do their dirty work sand eaié to keep tbeir _
icontraband for them.Some of these "Hooslers" washed the o&har?ﬁ' .
cons  dirty eockg,cleaned the other cbns ¢ells,and aiad -anytking {
in order to make s pack of smokes. While Ray was serving his '
time et the prison he?had two fhings on his mind.ezcapirﬂ,and
hamosexuality.Whenvhe waan't engaging in perverted scts 1n J.ana\
X, Dinningroom,he was aseociating with atber so~ca11ed ”Pooaiers“‘

]

the usjority who Wwere homo»exala 1n feeble attemnts at escaping.:

~Ray wcraed in J.and %, Dinningraam,and vorked for & nickel &

day,seven days & wenk.?o conviot 1nzide the penitsatiary wsnteu
to lshor in the Dinnlnf ' ‘W_ .d |
yﬁtuasn’t sble to make nny extrglmoney 5or’themsalveaybut} ang csn-
vicet who had the price.of twenty dollsrs could get,that iz bLuy
a job change without -any stoﬁleas,bﬁt'Qay worked in the Dinnlinge
rooz for almost’ four years when he wasn *t in “E-ﬂall"(aolitary
COBfiaemant),ané he workei there becauﬂe he vas a nobeéy.ana _
" a nobody behind crisou walls 1s about the lcwest type of convict
that exist. _ , o L
¥hile Hay claims thet on hia onlj sucesasful eecééa‘that
he went-over-the-wall,thia 1z not trus,and not true becauss 1t
youlalhave Yean virtually 1épassib1e to gé o&er tbe-wal’ et the -

poirt he states hs vent'over 1t at,nt the Tunnsl Snte. It s my -1

e e o 4 La., T Ty gy b 3 Yoy sl *
mrrzonnl belis! thnt Eay went throsush £ a,*:;l n e Lraed trﬁa&,
. ; -
|
= [ S, o 3 - o - X 2 334
and not over it &s he seys.The . point where he Zays he vaporsied
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Pege  GLeven 'v,~ bf T
' apprcximately two hundred feat 1u all ‘lr;ctianu,ané thﬁ
‘1s°a carnarkgun tower - tbat hax ‘to ses anyone walzing 1n any

- @irédction before he could _get tb the tunnel tOmers.Tbere ia

Lo SRV

"aleo another gun tower located at the front g8ide of the &E@ksff;ﬁ”
that has a clear view ‘of any one moving in any direction up to :§
& hundred square feaet, The nrison suards use the whistle

systexm while stationed =2t the tawers.zach rifteen minutes the :
gusrd on the tower nust blow a:whistléianﬁ»wavo a white flag to

_the followlng gun tover ~uar6,w w0 in return duplientes the other

guards sctlions.By the time the first gun tower guarﬁ has rinishea’

giving the all-clear aign,ané returna 1nside the four by four |
foot tower,the other guara 42 Just cmzmaneing to blow his
uhistla,and when he 1s finishad the first guard has alreaéy féof
aeated himself,aaﬁ has elear view of the aurroundings.*ven 1r |
both of the two wall gun towers guaras fall into a ecma,Ray |

could not have eacnnea over the wail because of the other two

“tunnel zun tower guards nle

&t the save timé,ana'it ie very aoubzeul that this could have

happened. . .
¥hile Ray states that hes  went over the wall I don' t know.
) ¥aybe 1t sounda mors exciting to him to~say,I went over the wall»
and not taroumh it, but at any event,eoing thrcugh the vell was
‘quist a feat,snd toox a lot of luck,ns the trucxs are shaken ,
down three tizes before they sare sllowsd thrcﬁgh'the tun?él gzté.
¥hen Zny says he was planning his escaée tﬁat he ﬁold}his!.
_conzlssary bosks to other inzates for cach zoney ;in‘obéer to
accunulats threa hundrel Gollars in cash,it would have taken

hin two full years 1f he &raw fifteaa dollara a "onth,(ihichiﬁ

A1l the zonay the couvicte aps allowad 45 enead

€3
fJ

st oae hunﬁre&_sighty dollarzs in cash,aa the écami;sary books
ssll. for two dollars fa bodks for one aoliar in cach.Ray. has

2lzo stztel thst he wan mouney ;layiﬁg

a3 & S Sy -
xar,and that ke Daved 8

‘(1

porti n  of thia in order to aecusuiate a8 baniroll.Ray 414 pley
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,; / ~ Pege = Elght
po&er.but he plnyea in the penny aute gazes on the prizon fec.f, :

reat;cn yard,and then never in ths bib games.Insida tha

‘vcorrupt panitsntiary in 1959,camb11n5 tables vere countlesa on,%

z

" the yard and any convlct who possessed the funds either h*ddan f 

: aomewhera inside his cell,or on the prison books in the mainmﬁig

office could gamble all night long,seven nights a week for six‘
dollam a nicht.The six dollars went to the ”Screw who hapnenaa to
be on guty at the csll bloek on that certain night,but Ray weg

never invited to-thésq' games because he ﬁag conzidered szall L

time,ond not able to afford the thbee to five hundred dollar
, .

lost's per month that some of the "Cons" often lost.The majority

of innates who participated in these games wers men who worked

leather,sold narqotic's,and sold job and cell‘changes.nct those ~

1ike Ray who labored for thirty five. centa per week in the 5§bra$

jainnlagroom. o e ”.]"’ T ;

~

_Ray also claims that he apeat the majarlty of his 1618 '

t.’me reading about how to "Zyaporate® from the “Iron Cag .ana

arda,.an

the diﬁxerant vaye and zexns to;it&ain 1denificatio

documauta to~usa affe?g

matter is Ray spent most of his time lnside ”E“-hall(\olitory- ‘

ICOnfinment)and epent 1t there because of feeble atteupte to es- .
cape,and for acts of homosexunlity.Qay,tha men who wmany balievef‘
-possestged enormous con1ectians in order to avoid ap rshencian «hile j

he was the moat hunted man In the world, 5idn t evan posseae the

‘connections inside ?Je:f city" - to gather the false 1danif1¢gziaa"

that iz =o essentiai for a_fugitive 40 possess before he LE R
caped.If he would have not bsen cohsiéered.a "Hoosler" by thse

"Cons" in the know behind the walls,he could hove goften any typs .
of idenification that he wanted,as back in thoss daya drivar's

lissnse were s0ld for fivs dollars aplece, gocial security eards

for Tive &ollars aplecz,drait cardes s0ld for ten dollnra.

~1
A

fig h
¥l

‘ each,ana aven blank éhecks could be purchased for a dollar each

thét thg convicte printed up in31d2 the griécn print shop.In 1240
convicés at the print shop printed up so meny ten dollar caunte=

feit bills that “the F.B,I. had to stert a lnvestization inside
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Page Nine

N

: the penitentiary as the priscn “h&exs ﬂaré accépting bribes Bf‘

~ phony money from the “cons and paasirg the bills in the Banks

Eon

k‘..,»

of Jef ferson CIty,ao Af Ray would not have been such a lcnar an

‘smaxl tine thief,plus the fact ha was an untrusteé homoaexal,helﬁ.'

could‘>have‘éotten.all the I.D. that he would have . ever needed,

but Ray was Just not in on the know while he”ﬁéalincaréaratedfu
Such a small time criminal LY} James Eari Ray could never héve‘

been involved in any cansnirgcy to slay *artin Luther Hing.it 1s

without qgueation that Reoy was a thlel but he vae never a leeéan

and the so-cnlled Ieaders uhom he associated with 1nside the pri—.

walls were like Ray himself,small time thievea and homoOsexale
who todk {he first step np the 1adaer~of>cr1me,but never mad 1t -

aboue the second step,thus their anly conrectiona within the

“undarworld were connections smonst thsmselvas.and nct worth auy

, thing.Ray,in the first place eoul& never have bsen trusted to

- complets suvh a contract &s he wﬂy & fatlure 511 h

poéaeuseé a rapuiation rOr

and homodsexa ls within the underworlé are not consi&ered mute in-

~dividusls,and thus wouldn't have been trusted to ke=p his mcuth,!

shut after the slaying.If Ray would hsve beenfinvclveé 1n'a con-

'spiracy to murdex Kr. Xing,imcediately after fhs murﬁér‘OccurreQ

Ray would have been given & larga amouat of money,and transgnrtad

out of ths country,but 1nstend he was travoling around with
Just & szall amount of money,no clothing,and no arienus to
turn to in need,not even oue who ¢ould get him =2 forged paséport;

and some I.D.

It is ot for me to s=ay that Ray éidn t asgaasinate Yartin

- L

m
';3
.’

»uld have done it. 2 wna capzbles  of such
au aét,ba: &a didn't coasp ire with ot?era to de it,and gaaAnot
hired to do it.There are’ to mnay contract maanithin the
unﬁarwe:la +ho eould have tzken Cﬂra ol %ﬁeh 2 Job for angcaa‘%s

consider hiring a small time thief such as Ray to do 1t.A iap

iwhc failed et everything he ever sattenpted dolng,.
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‘hire fools to psacssinate,. /fﬁbe

‘Bage ~Ten

I Ray did aasasainate fidg,bs did it on his own,qnd for

reasons of his oW, not for money,not for hire, not because of a

conspiracy,but uhat ever . reagons that he did it,if he ¢id 1t,uf“éé

he after ninetesu- years of attempting to climb up the 1adaer,

Vrlnally reached tha top,but ‘he reached he top of the lagdar of
fools,and he could never have mede 1t one step hlqher than he

1814 by being anything other than: a fool,and the unsthical do nat

N
j!

A
VIR -0
ﬁ\@
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The 40-year old defendant
made a sufprise appearance
during the hour-long hearing
and was declared indigent
after the judge questioned
him briefly about his finan-
cial condition.

Ray told the court he had
no money or property avail-
able to help pay for his de-
fense.

PURPOSE

The hearing, punctuated
by clashes between Foreman
and Robert K. Dwyer, execu-
tive assistant attorney gen-
eral, was for the purpose of
Foreman letting the court
know if he could be ready for
trial by the March 3 date.

The Texas lawyer entered
the case Nov. 10, just two
days before Ray was to have
gone to trial in the murder of
Dr. Martin Luther King in
Memphis on April 4.

Foreman today asked the

court for additional time to

get ready, but did not speci-
fy a trial date.
‘NL‘R:AQLE’

He said “it would be a
miracle” if he could be
ready by March 3. He said
he had worked “night and
day” on the case and that
there was no money whatev-
er for investigation expenses
or counsel. He said the state
thad furnished him with a list
of 360 witnesses, of whom 90
to 95 were to be called to
testify.

Foreman said he is work-
ing by himself, although law
students of a “reputable uni-
versity” supervised by facul-
ty members had recently be-
gun to help him in the inves-
tigation. He did not identify
the school. -

EXPENSES

Foreman said he had in-
curred considerable “person-
al expenses” since taking
over from Arthur J. Hanes,
Ray’s former attorney, and
was prepared to stay in the
case without. compensation
if necessary.”

Foremah told the court
Hanes had turned over the
results of his investigation to
him, but he obviously wasn’t

- impressed with the files. At

one point, referring to a
$9,000 bill presented by Ren-
fro Hays, a private investiga-
tor who had been employed
by Hanes, Foreman said his
work “wasn’t worth $90.” °

In opposing Foreman’s
motion for a further delay,
Dwyer said the state had
been ready for trial on Nov.
12, in keeping with the
court’s previous instructions.
Under - Tennessee law, he
said, three days is sufficient
to make preparation for
trial. ~ - =

5 MONTHS

Speaking loudly and with
some show of feeling, Dwyer
said the defense had been
given five months to pre-
pare, and added:

“Mr. Foreman is not start-
ing out cold on this case. He
is supposed to have the
fruits of the investigation
made by Mr. Hanes. I don’t
think justice should be
stalled because of Mr. Fore-
man’s custom to work
alone.”

The fiery prosecutor then
declared that “‘somebody is
trifling with this court. It
looks to me as if he (Fore-
man) has got a valuable as-
set of some kind in the eyes
of the news media.”

Dwyer said it was “almost
ludicrous” for Foreman to
tell the court that his client
was without funds.

TRAVELER

“From what I understand,
he is a world traveler and
has been living better the1
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me and has one of the top
lawyers in the country.”
Atty. Gen, Phil Canale also
spoke briefly against Fore-
man’s motion, stating that
his staff had prepared its
case in 20 working days. He
said Foreman had the ad-
vantage of the state’s wit-
nesses and evidence, and the
further advantage of being
able to confer with Ray,
which the state could not do.
When Foreman arose to
make his rebuttal, he said he
wanted to reply to the ‘‘dig-
nified” remarks of Canale
before dealing with the “im-
passioned and oratorical”
statement of Dwyer.

REPLY

Dwyer interrupted
immediately, saying hotly:
“1 don’t know why he has to
engage in personalities. He
doesn’t like me, and maybe 1
don’t like him.”

Judge Battle reprimanded
Dwyer for being slow in ris-
ing to his feet when address-
ing the court. :

Foreman said the state
had the advantage of $1.4
million worth of investiga-
tion by the FBI and other
police "agencies. He said he
had contacted FBI director

J. Edgar Hoover three times .

after hearing there was an
FBI file on the case. He said
he had been told he would
get an immediate reply but
that was 10 days ago.
FBI GUARD
Foreman said the file was
reported -to reveal that the

¥BI had guarded King for
almost two years prior to

April 4 to prevent his assas-

sination.’

“If I had this available, I
might be ready,” said Fore-
man. He said “seedlings”
was .a more apt description
of Hanes files on the case
than “fruits.” )

SOUGHT AID

He said his predecessor’s
report was 54 pages long but
could have been reduced to
20 pages. He told Judge Bat-
tle he had made “an honest
effort’” to associate a
Tennessee lawyer on the
case, spent three days call-
ing on five lawyers and four
of them “disqualified them-
selves,”

Foreman said he came
into the case because he
didn’t think Ray “‘should be
tried in the news media.” He
said Ray was about to go to
trial in November not be-
cause the case was ready
but “to meet the publication
date of a book, and that
alone.”

ROYALTIES

Said Foreman, “They were
willing to sell this man’s life
for some royalties and a pic-
ture.”

Battle observed that Ray’s
funds for his defense ended
with the dismissal of Hancs.
He said he understood that
Hanes was being paid by
William Bradford Huie, Ala-
bama author who has pub-
lished articlies in Look Mag-
azine on the Ray case.

Judge. Battle asked Ray:
“Do you have any money
or property to make avail-
able for the expenses of in-
vestigating this case:”

. “No sir,” said Ray.

Battle then directed Hugh
Stanton, public defender,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

who was seated in the court-
room, to draw up anorder
appointing himself as co-
counsel. Battle told Stanton
to use as many of his assist-
ants as necessary to help
Foreman get ready for trial

March 3. The public defend- -

er's office has a staff of 16.
All but one are part-time,

THANKS

Foreman thanked the
judge for providing him with
legal assistance and said
Memphis has ‘one of the
three outstanding public de-
fender offices in this coyn-
try,” naming Los Angeles
and Miami as the other two.

Foreman later met with

jury commissioner Robert .

Horne and requested several
records from Horne. Ag he
left he said he received the
information he sought but
declined to say what it was.




~—Press-Scimitar Staff Photo by James R. Reid

DEFENSE LAWYER PERCY FOREMAN
.He_was smiling after hearing, despite failure to get
Ray trial delayed longer.
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Public Defender
" Named to Aid
~ Percy Foreman

By ROY B. HAMILTON
and CLARK PORTEOUS
Press-Scimitar Staff Wrilers

Criminal Court Judge W.
Preston Battle today ordered
the James Earl Ray trial to
begin as scheduled on March
3 “if humanly possible,” and

"appointed the public defend-
er's office to assist famed

" Texas attornev-Percy Fore- -
man in Ray’s defense.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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The 40- year old defendant
made a sufprisc appearance
during the hour-long hearing
and was declared indigent
after the judge questioned
hxm briefly about his finan-

ial condition.

Ray told the court he had
no money or property avail-
able to help pay for his de-
fense.

PURPOSE

The hearing, punctuated
by clashes between Foreman
and Robert K. Dwyer, execu-
tive assistant attorney gen-
eral, was for the purpose of
Foreman letting the court
know if he could be ready for
trial by the March 3 date.

The Texas lawyer entered
the case Nov. 10, just two

, days before Ray was to have

- gone to trial in the murder of
Dr. Martin Luther King in = .

. Memphis on April 4.

. court for additional timeto °

Foreman today asked the

get ready, but did not speci-
fy a trial date.

‘MIRACLE’

He sald Taegt would be a
miracle” if he could be
ready by March 3. He said

he had worked “night and-

- day” on the case and that
- there was no money whatev--
- er for investigation expenses

S

or counsel. He said the state

had furnished him with a list
of 360 witnesses, of whom 90 .

to 95 were to be called to
testify.
Foreman said he is work-

" ing by himself, although law

-

7.

students of a “reputable uni-
versity” supervised by facul-

.ty members had recently be-

gun to help him in the inves-

tigation. He did not identify.

the school. *
EXPENSES

Foreman said he had in-
curred considerable “person-

-+ al expenses” since taking

over from Arthur J. Hanes,
Ray’s former attorney, and

. was prepared to stay in the
L case Without... compensatxon

if necessary.’

Ctrdal. e

+ think

v has been living

Foremap -told__the court
Hanes had turned over the
results of his investigation to
him, but he obviously wasn’t

* impressed with the files. At

one point, referring to a
$9,000 bill presented by Ren-
fro Hays, a private investiga--
tor who had been employed
by Hanes, Foreman said his
work “wasn’t worth $90.”

In opposing Foreman’s

~ motion for a further delay,

Dwyer said the state had
been ready for trial on Nov.
12, in keeping with the
<court’s previous instructions.
Under - Tennessee law, he
said, three days is sufficient
to make preparation for
o
5 MONTHS

Speaking loudly and with
some show of feeling, Dwyer
said the defense had been
given five months to pre-
pare, and added:

‘‘Mr. Foreman is not start-
ing out cold on this case. He
is supposed to have the
fruits of the investigation
made by Mr. Hanes. I don't
justice should be
stalled because of Mr. Fore-

. man’'s custom to work

alone.”

‘The fiery prosecutor then
declared that “somebody is
trifling with this court. It
looks to me as if he (Fore-
man) has got a valuable as-
set of some kind in the eyes
of the'news media.” .

Dwyer said it was “almost
ludicrous” for Foreman to

" tell the court that his client .

was without funds.

TRAVELER '
“From what I understand,
he is ‘a yorld. traveler and
tter thev
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me and has ane of the top

lawyers in the country.”
Atty. Gen. Phil Canale also
spoke briefly against Fore-
man’s motion, stating that
his staff had prepared its
case in 20 working days. He

said Foreman had the ad--

vantage of the state's wit-
nesses and evidence, and the
further advantage of being
able to confer with Ray,

- which the state could not do.
When Foreman arose to
make his rebuttal, he said he
wanted to reply to the “‘dig-

nified” remarks of Canale -
before dealing with the “im- -
passioned and oratorical”

~ statement of Dwyer.
REPLY
Dwyer

doesn’t like me, and maybe 1
don't like him.”

Judge Battle reprirxianded '
Dwyer for being slow in ris--
.ing to his feet when address- -

Y

ing the court, * = "7

. Foreman said the state °
~had the advantage of $1.4 :.
;million worth of investiga- .
~-tion by the FBI and other :*

-police ‘agencies. He said he
+had contacted FBI director

. that was 10 days ago.
: .- FBIGUARD

interrupted.

. immediately, saying hotly:

© I don’t know why he has to -
engage in personalities. He .

Foreman said. the file was =

"reported -to_réveal that.the

: FBI had guarded King for -
" almost two years prior to
April 4 to prevent his assas- -

*sination,’ o
“If I had this available, I
might be ready,” said Fore-

man. He said “seedlings”
was a more apt description . =

of Hanes filos o1  the case .-

than “fruits.”

SpUGHT AID

He said his predecessor’s
report was 54 pages long but
could have been reduced to
20 pages. He told Judge Bat-
tle he had made “an honest
effort” to associate a
Tennessee lawyer on the

. case, spent three days call-

ing on five lawyers and four
of them “disqualified them-
selves.”

Foreman said he came -
into the case because he -
-didn"t think Ray “should be
- tried in the news media.” He

said Ray was about to go to
trial in November not be-

cause the case was ready

but “to mcet the publication
date of a' book, and that
alone,”

. ROYALTIES

Said Foreman, “They were
willing to sell this man’s life

for some royalties and a pic- -

ture.”
- Battle observed that Ray’s
funds for his defense ended

with the dismissal of Hanes. -

‘He said he understood that
Hanes was being paid by
William Bradford Huie, Ala-
bama author who has pub-
lished articlies in Look Mag-

: azine on the Ray case.

Judge Battle asked Ray:

. - .. “Do you have any money
+ J. Edgar Hoover three times .- il-
after hearing. there was an-. . or property to make avail
: FBI file on the case. He said ;-

he had been told he would 1.

“get an immediate Teply but ..

able for the expenses of in-

vestigating this case:”

. “No sir,” said Ray.
-Battle-they directed Hugh

~ Stanton, _public.  defender,.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

who was seated in the court- :

room, to draw up anorder
appointing himself as co-

. counsel. Battle told Stanton
_to use as many of his assist-

ants as necessary to help
Foreman get ready for trial
March 3. The public defend- -
er’s office has a staff of 16.

- -All but one are part-time.

THANKS
Foreman thanked the

_judge for providing him with

legal assistance and said
Memphis has ‘“one of the
three outstanding public de-
fender offices in this coun-
try,” naming Los Angeles

" and Miami as the other two.

Foreman later met with
jury commissioner Robert
Horne and requested several
records from Horne. As he
left he said he received the
information he. sought but

-declined to say what it was.
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Pubic Counsel |
Tapped To Help
In Ray Defense

Defender’s Staff Will Join
Foreman In Trial Set
For March 3

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON

Despite a ‘remark by the
prosecution that “there will be
money from somewhere,”
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres-
ton Battle yesterday accepte
the oath of James Earl Ray
thgt he is an indigent and ap-
pointed the public defender’s
office to assist in his defense. '

Judge Battle directed Public|
Defender Hugh Stanton Sr. to
act as co-counsel with Percy
Foreman, storied Houston at-
torney, in Ray’s defense. Mr. |
Foreman approved Mr. Stan-.
ton’s appointment. f

Disregarding Mr. Foreman’s
long argument for an addition-
al continuance, Judge Battle
set March 3 as a firm date to
start the trial of the man ac-
cused of killing Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. |

Judge Battle listened to Mr. |
Foreman’s plea that he was:
serving as Ray’s counsel with-
out pay and had no money to
finance an investigation pre-
paratory to trial.

Mr. Foreman said the only
local legal help he has comes
from a law student who has
volunteered to aid him, coun-
seled by a law professor. He
named neither the student nor
the university but a courthouse
source said it is a Memphis

State University Law School
student. —_—

- story for the writer, William

“Somehody i trifling with
this court,” Exec. Asst. Atty.
Gen. Robert K. Dwyer retort-
ed. “Mr. Foreman is intimat-
ing something about his client
being indigent . . . I daresay
before all this is over there
will be money from some-
where.

“Ray has one of the top law-
yers in the United States and is
yet indigent. This is almost lu-
dicrous.”

Judge Battle noted that
Ray’s previous attorney, Ar-
thur J. Hanes Sr. of Birming-
ham, had been paid by having
an Alabama magazine writer
assign to him the money Ray
had earned by writing his life

Bradford Huie,

“The onus is on the courtto
determine indigency. If Ray is
indigent, the circumstances
necessitate that somehow we
provide the necessary man-
power to ready the case for
trial,” the judge said.

Ray, neatly. dressed and
groomed, was ordered to stand
and be sworn. He testified he
was indigent. Judge Battle
then dirccted Mr. Stanton, sit-
ting nearby, to act as co-coun-
sel for the defense ‘“‘and ready
this case -under the direction of
Mr. Foreman.” He was told
also to use his 16-man staff,
many of whom are part-time,
as necessary in the pretrial in-
vestigation of the evidence.

Mr. Foreman complained of
the files turned over to him by
Mr. Hanes on Judge Battle’s
order.

“His private. investigator
(Renfro Hays of Memphis)
wants $9,000 or $10,000 for
material that’s not worth $90,”
Mr. Foreman said.

“The prosecution has avail-
able what Mr. Dwyer says is
the work of 400 FBI agents and
several hundred police officers
and sheriff’s deputies. I have
contacted J. Edgar Hoover
three times to get the FBI rec-|
ords (including) files supposed
to reveal that for two years,
partly while Ray was still in
the Missouri State Prison, a
squad of FBI agents were as-

signed to g%%mm; the assassi-
nation of Dr. King.’ J
_— =

EuLI AT,
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| Public Counsel

‘serving as Ray’s counsel with-

Jocal legal help he has comes

e S\

Tapped To Help
“InRay Defense|

Defender’s Staff Will foin :

Foreman In Trial Set
For March 3

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON |
Despite a remark by the .
prosecution that “there will be|
money from somewhere,|
Criminal Court Judge W. Pres-
ton Battle yesterday accepted
the oath of James Earl Ray
that he is an indigent and ap-
pointed the public defender’s;
office to assist in his defense.
Judge Battle directed Public|
"Defender Hugh Stanton Sr. to
act as co-counse] with Percy,

Foreman, storied Houston at-; -
- torney, in Ray’s defense. Mr.

Foreman approved Mr. Stan-
ton’s appointment. ) '
et

Disregarding Mr. Foreman’s
long argument for an addition-
al continuance, Judge Battle
set March 3 as a firm date to
start the trial of the man ac-
cused of killing Dr, Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

Judge Battle listened to Mr.,
Foreman’s plea that he was

out pay and had no money to
finance an investigation pre-
patatory to trial, '

Mr. Foreman said the only

from a law student who has
volunteered to aid him, coun-
seled by a law professor. He|
named neither the student nor
the university but a courthouse
sdurce said it is a Memphis

State University Law Schooll
student. . "g‘k‘ ST §

- Ray’s previous attorney, Ar-
.thur J. Hanes Sr. of Birming-

- story for the writer, William
Bradford Huie.

. determine indigency. If Ray is|

" necessitate that somehow -we
*provide the necessary man-

_yers in the United States and is

- wants’ $9,000 or'. $10,000 for

“Somehedy -ig_ trifling with
this court,”” Exec. Asst. Atty.
Gen. Robert K. Dwyer retort-
ed. “Mr. Foreman is intimat-
ing something about his client
being indigent . . .Idaresay
before all this is over there
will be money from some-
where.

“Ray has one of the top law-

yet indigent. This is almost lu-
dicrous.”
Judge Battle noted that

ham, had been paid by having
an Alabama magazine writer
assign to him the money Ray
had earned by writing his life

“The onus is on the court {0

indigent,  the circumstances

power to ready the casc for
trial,” the jAudgg said. ,

=

Ray, neatly. dressed and
groomed, was ordered to stand
and be sworn. He testified he
was indigent. Judge Battle
then dirccted Mr. Stanton, sit-
ting nearby, to act as co-coun-
sel for the defense *“‘and ready
this case under the direction of |
Mr. Foreman.” He was told
also to use his 16-man staff,
many of whom are part-time,
as necessary in the pretrial in-
vestigation of the evidence..

Mr. Foreman complained of
the files turned over to him by
Mr. Hanes on Judge Battle's
order, - E

. “His private. investigator
(Renfro Hays of Memphis)

material that’s not worth $90,”
Mr. Foreman said. ]
" “The prosecution has avail-
able what Mr. Dwyer says is
the work of 400 FBI agents and
several hundred police officers.
“and sheriff’s deputies. I have
contacted J. Edgar Hoover
three times'to get the FBI rec-
ords (including) files supposed

to reveal that for two years,| .

partly while Ray was still in
the Missouri State Prison, a
-squad of FBI agents were as:
-signed to pgev e assaggl]

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state,)

|—Page 1

—Comnercial
Lppeal

—— Memphis, Tenn.

Date:
Edition: 12-19-68
Author: ’ .
Ednor; Frank. Re
Title: ihlgren
Character:

or
Classification:

Submitting Office: MEMPN1S

D Being Investigated

‘nation of Df, King.”-
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Tronsmit the following in . ' _ g , N
N A .  (Type in plaintext or code):
Vig ___ MIRTEL » _AIR MAIL | B
. . : " (Prigrity) |
e e e e e i e s e e i e o e e e S o e o S e e b, L
‘ . , [
TO: ' DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
_ FROM: 8AC,~SPRINGFIELD (44-561) -P-
SUBJE ‘ |
Re Bureau airtel to Springfield and chidago dated
12/5/68.
?’ e

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and ten QIO)
capdes of a self-explanatory LHM regarding 1959 Chrysler hgq—‘
sor, VIN M531108240. Also enclosed for Chieago angP Memphis '
jre two (2) copies each of this LHM. S
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illincis

In Reply, Please Refer to December 19, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tebor, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois,
advised on November 27, 1268, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-5942 wos issued June 3, 1967,
to John Larry Rayns, 57 Chestnut, Box 283, Winnetke, Iilincis,
for a 1959 Chrysler, two-dcor, VIN M33110824C, which wes pur-
chased used June 5, 1967, from George Seymour Heller, 7102
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois. Ceriificate of Titie
Number B1178475 issued June G, 1967, (o Rayns for this vehicle
with no lien. On August 8, 1967, above-mentioned 1967 Iilincis
license transferred to Rayns for a 1562 Plymouth, four-door,
VIN 2921165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1987, from
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, East St. Louis,
Iilinois. The application for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate
of Titlie Number Bi6(4563 issued Augusi 8, 1967, to Rayns for
instant Plymouth with no lien.

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files" and 'Titi{ie Surrender Files" regarding Certificate
of Title Number B1178475, for the above 19359 Chrysler, refiected
no disposition of this automobile after its purchase Ly Rayns
from Heller.

N
\ -
S
""}’(‘:”"

ENCLOSUAS
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please R‘#‘" to December 19, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registrétion

. Section, Secretary of State's Ofifice, Springfield, Illinois,

advised on November 27, 1268, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-5242 wes issued June 5, 1967,

to John Larry Rayns, 567 Chestnut, Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 195%~Chrysler, two-door; VIN M5331108240, which wes pur-
chased used June 5, 1967, -from Gecrge Seymour Heller, 7102
North Sheriden Road, Chicago, Illinois. Certificate of Title
Number B1178475 issued June &, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle
with no lien. On August 8, 1967, above~mentioned 1967 Illinois
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Piymouth, four-door,
VIN 2221165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, Ezst St. Louis,
Iliinois. The application for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 19539 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate
of Title Number B16(G4583 issued August 8, 1967, to Rayns. for

instant Plymouth with no lien.

; On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files" and '"Title Surrender Files" regarding Certificate
of Title Number -B1178475, for the above 1958 Chrysler, reflected
no disposition of this automoblle after its purchase by Rayns
from Heller, - _ -
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;. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer &0 December 19, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State's Office, Spriangfieid,” Illinois,
advised on November 27,-1868, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois llcense LM 5942 was issued June 5, 19€7,
to John Larry Rayns, 507 Chestnut, Box 293, Winnetksa, Illinois,
for a 1938 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M531108240, which wes pur-

" chased used June 5, 1987, from George Seymour Heller, 7102

North Sheridan Roed Chicago, Illinois. Certificate of Title
Number B1178475 1ssued June G, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle
with no lien. On August §, 1907, above-mentioned 1967 Illinois
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Plymouth, four-door,
VIN 2921165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, Esst St. Louis,
Illinois. The application for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1958 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate

of Title Number B16(G4563 issued August 8, 1967, to Rayns for
instant Plymouth with no lien.

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files" and '"Title Surrender Files" regarding Certificate
of Title Number B1178475, for the above 1952 Chrysler, reflected
no disposition of this automobile after its purchase by Rayns
from_Heller.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer to December 19, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James‘Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois,

.advised on-November 27, 1268, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-5942 was issued June 5, 1967,

to John Larry.Rayns, 5C7 Chestnut, Box 263, Winnetkae, Illinois,
for a 1939 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M33 1108240, which wes pur-
chased used June 5, 1967, from George Seymour Heller, 7102
North Sheridsn Rozd, Chicago, Illinois. Certificate of Title
Number B1178475 issued June 8, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle
with no lien.  On August &, 1967, above-mentioned 1967 Iilincis
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Plymouth, four-door,
VIN 2921165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, Ezst St. Louis,
Illinois. The appl1ca»10n for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate
of Title Number B16(04563 issued August &, 1967, to Rayns for
instant Plymouth with no lien. A )

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files" and '"Title Surrender Files" regarding Certificate

~of Title Number B1178475, for the above 1952 Chrysler, reflected

no disposition of this automoblle after its purchase by Rayns
from Heller.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer to December 19, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois, -
advised on November 27,-1268, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-59242 was issued June 5, 1987,
to John Larry Rayns, 507 Chestnut, Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 1958 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M331103240, which wes pur-

" chased used June 5, 1967, from George Seymour Heller, 7102

North Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois. Certificate of Title
Number B1178475 issued June 6, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle
with no lien. On August 8, 1967, above~mentioned 1957 Illinoi
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Piymouth, four-door, -
VIN 2221165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, Ezst St. Louis,
Illinois. The application for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate
of Title Number B16(4563 issued August 8, 1967, to Rayns for
instant Plymouth with no lien.

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files'" and "Title Surrender Files" regarding Certificate
of Title Number B1178475, for the above 1959 Chrysler, reflected
no disposition of this automobile after its purchase by Rayns
from_Heller.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer to December 19, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supérvisor,'Auto Registration

. Section, Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois,

advised on November 27, 1268, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-5942 was issued June 5, 1967,

to John Larry Rayns, 507 Chestnut, Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 195%.Chrysler, two-door; VIN M533110824C, which wes pur-
chased used June 5, 1967, -from Gecrge Seymour Heller, 7102
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois. Certificate of Title

. Number B1178475 issued June 6, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle

with no lien. On August 8, 1967, above-mentioned 1967 Iilinois
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Piymouth, four-door,
VIN 2821165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from

‘Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, East St. Louis,

Iilinois. The application for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate
of Title Number B1604563 issued August 8, 1967, to Rayns for

instant Plymouth with no lien.

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files" and "Title Surrender Files" regarding Certificate
of Title Number B1178475, for the above 1958 Chrysler, reflected
no disposition of this automoblle after its purchase by Rayns
from Heller. . _ -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer to December 19, 19568

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois,

.advised on-November 27, 1268, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-5942 was issued June 5, 1967,

to John Larry.Rayns, 507 Chestnut, Box 283, Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 1959 Chrysler, two~door, VIN M33110824¢, which wes pur-
chased used June 5, 1967, from George Seymour Heller, 7102
North Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois. Certificate of Title
Number B1178475 issued June 8, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle

. with no lien. On August 8, 1967, above-mentioned 1987 Illincis

license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Plymouth, four-door,
VIN 2221165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from
Bundy Oldsmoblle, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, Ezst St. Louis,
Illinois. The appllcatlon for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate
of Title Number B1604563 issued Augus» 8 1967, to Rayns for
instant Plymouth with no lien. , '

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files" and '"Title Surrender Files" regarding Certificate

- of Title Number B1178475, for the above 1959 Chrysler, reflected

no disposition of this automoblle after its purchase by Rayns
from Heller. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



N . ~/
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Springfield, Illinois

In Reply, Please Refer to December 18, 1968

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY

Mr. James Tabor, Supervisor, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary of State's Office, Springfield, Illinois, "
advised on November 27, 1268, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-5942 was issued June 5, 1967,
to John Larry Rayns, 507 Chestnut, Box 293, Winnetke, Illinois,

“for a 1958 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M3311C08240, which was pur-
chased used June 5, 1967, from George Seymour Heller, 7102

North Sheridan Road, Chicago, Illinois. Certificate of Title
Number B1178475 issued June ‘6, 1967, to Rayns for this vehicle
with no lien. On August 8, 1967, above~mentioned 19867 Illinois
license transferred to Rayns for a 1962 Plymouth, four-door,
VIN 2921165934, which was purchased used July 14, 1967, from
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois Avenue, East St. Louis,
Illinois. The application for this transfer reflects that
above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold later. Certificate
of Title Number B1604563 issued August 8, 1967, to Rayns for
instant Plymouth with no lien.

On December 18, 1968, Tabor advised that a check of
"Motor Files" and '"Title Surrender Files'" regarding Certificate
of Title Number B1178475, for the above 1958 Chrysler, reflected
no disposition of this automobile after its purchase by Rayns
from_Heller.
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- OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010106
S on % 2 e Copd
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT / /4

Memorandum

TO * Assistant Attorney General DATE:

Civil Rights Division
FROM . Srimipsl Diwision

12-23-88

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR,

Reference 1s made to memorandum dated
(your file

There 1s enclosed one copy of the pgporl.of.Skssial
Agent dated 15=iomE8
3t springiield
A, [:] This covers the preliminary investigation and
no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. g;%]The investigation 1s continuing and you will
be furnished c¢Oples of reports as they are received.

C. [ ] The investigation requested by you has now
been completed, Unless advised to the contrary no further in-
quiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [ ] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart-
ment, no 1lnvestigation will be conducted in this matter unless
specifically directed by the Department,

E. [:] Please advise whether you desire any further in-
vestigation.

F. [__] This is submitted for your information and you
willl be advised of further developments.

G. ] | This i1s submitted for your information and no /%?

further investigation will be conducted unless specifically re-~
quested by the Department.

H. [_] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no
further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department
so directs. ‘
FOTE: Please advise if you desire 3 copy of attached furnished
Enc - to Mr, Phil H. Cammle, Jr., State Attorney General,
Shelby County, MNemphis, Tennessee.
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FBI

Date: 12/20/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

. Telson g

ho.

Via Airtel
" (Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: AC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
3 .
SUBJECT & “URKIN. -
00: MEMPHIS

Re Tampa letter to the Bureau, 12/3/68 reflecting
an interview with ALICIA GRAY of Orlando, Florida, who claims
to have known man named RAUL, not otherwise identified, during
1965 at San Francisco, California,

Reference is also made to San Francisco airtel to
the Bureau, 12/18/68 wherein they state that ALICIA GRAY was
employed at Chase's Lounge, San Francisco, during 1966, as a
waitress, ’

In view of the fact that ALICIA_GRAY has admitted
suffering a nervous breakdown and sincc there is abgolutely
no reason to believe that the man withiﬁllu she was associated
in California in 1965 is identical with the RAOUL, who RAY
claims to have associated with, it is believed that any
additional investigation would be a complete waste of effort
and without any hope of profit.
no further action on ALICIA GRAY's story.

S

e

s

Accordingly, Memphis recommends.

uri_(3)- Burea (info0.) g 94 1068
- an Francisco (Info.) g2:pey;-g 1p s 24 9
telefypo__1 - Tampa (Info.) (157-3231) | ' g I?““ s DEC \

2 - Memphis — w—
A'M'T—""—E"‘.:(t r)I:tj‘ m DECSI X 32y .04
Am.$.0. (7). —_ - DIAIZIOH 365 -

CCeBstop . gunrin t

Spec} Del. . HELEIAES _
Reg.Mall . Zé/ |

oved: W/ Sent M  Per

Registegga‘_‘-.smual %egcmrge
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mmgt ATTORNEY FOR JAME
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ARATION OF THE
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Ny r&m:nm xn bl g ASKED FBI PIRECTOR Jg EDGAR HOOVER
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NVE oN B N nau m mm
SIT (TRE FBI FILE APRIL & THERE
AS A SQUAD OF rai A ASSASS!NA‘!’ION OF
MARTIN R KING,
o1 KING ON' gm OTHER THAN JAMES

M WOR
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Decen:ber 24, 1968

Your memorandum of November 8, 1048, requested that
appropriste measures be taken to assist in the full preparation to oppose
the costempt charge, should that arise, against Latent Fingerprint Ex-
aminer George J. Bonsbrake. Mr. Bonsbrake is scheduled tc appear in
Crimimal Court, Memphis, Tonnessee, on April 11, 1969, at a hearing on
a petition for citation for contempt. This action was taken in conmection
with an article appearing in the Wichita, Kansas, "Beacon™ newspaper
concerning a fingerprint school conducted by Mr. Bonebrake during period
Septemsber § through 13, 1968, at which time he was alloged to have un- ‘\lc)
necessarily sired fingerprint testin:ony of this case Ia the presence:of a.repre \
sentative of press. \

Atiached are two copies of the report of Raymond B. Howe
dated December 13, 1968, setting forth results of inguiry at Wichita, Kansas,
in this matter. Major Clyde Bevis of the Wichita Police Dapartzaent, who
requssted the fingerpriat school conducted by Mr. Bonebrake, as well as
wembers of the clans, was interviewed, No members of the press were

contacied in connection with this inguiry. , PO
9.¢¥. 355Gl 4
REC 49 A
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December 24, 1968

v
P AIRTEL 1 - Mr. Long

1 - Foreign Liaison
(Cleared with SA
Graham Day)

TO: Legat, Ottawa'7(44~4)

C2
FROM : Director NFEI = (44-38861) — 5 4 q j
MURKIN

An individual identifying himself as Bob Reguly,
'Toronto Star," Toronto, Canada, representative in Washington,
D. C., contacted the Bureau and inquired as to the street
address of the motel in which James Rarl Ray stayed in Ottawa,
Canada, on August 21, 1967. Reguly stated he understood the
motel was located on Montreal Road, and he needed the street
address. Reguly was advised the Bureau would be unable to
help him in this matter.

It was noted that prior reporta on the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP) indicates that Ray registered at the
Town and Country Motel, 1476 Richmond Road, Ottawa, Canada, for
the period August 18-20, 1967, using the name Eric S. Galt.
It is further noted that according to the articles appearing
in "Look" magazine concerning Ray, he allegedly stayed at a
motel near Gary, Indiang on August 21, 1867, however, inves-~
tigation has not verified this.

Legat Ottawa should furnish the above information to
the RCMP and request the RCMP to ascertain if Ray did stay
at a motel on MNontreal Road on August 21, 19867, in furthor
efforts to identify "Raoul."

1 - MNemphis
SEE NOTE PAGE 2
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