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AND INTERVIEWED CONCERNING HIS STATEMENT IN "NEW YORK TIMES™
THAT LETTER WAS TURNED OVER MEMPHIS PD APPROXIMATELY APRIL
THREE, SIXTYEIGHT, CONTAINING INFORMATION THAT MARTIN LUTHER
KING WAS TO BE KILLED WHILE IN MEMPHIS. MEMPHIS PD HAS
NO KNOWLEDGE THIS LETTER.
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BT #173-2

In 12/67, McCARVER was back in Eureka Springs
visiting. In about 2/68, McCARVER was on a drinking spree
with GERDON WHITNER, during which WHITNER told McCARVER that
he was aware of McCARVER's background andasked McCARVER
what it would take to get McCARVER to eliminate MARTIN LUTHER
KING., McCARVER advised WHITNER he would not get involved in
this type of a deal, WHITNER stated it did not matter, as
"King would die.," McCARVER pointed out that WHITNER has a
strong dislike for Negroes and talked in terms of doing the
community a service by eliminating KING.

McCARVER stated that after this drinking spree he
traveled to the State Hospital, Topeka, Kansas, where he ad-
mitted himself and was under the care of Dr, SHAKER for three
months, McCARVER stated that about a week after he entered
this hospital KING was killed.

McCARVER felt that GERDON WHITNER could shed light
on the killing, McCARVER stated he would be available to
answer additional questions if necessary, and again requested
his name not be linked to the information,

It is noted that in Memphis airtel they instruct
the Butte Division to furnish the information in a form
suitable for dissemination; however, if the information is
disseminated, WHITNER would not have any difficulty deter-
mining where the information came from, This would greatly
jeopardize the life of MORRIS R, McCARVER,

It would appear that if the information must be
disseminated to outside sources, such as the Memphis PD, it
would be safer to disseminate the information verbally and
not make mention of MORRIS R, McCARVER or the offer made to
him.by WHITNER,

UACB, Butte Division will not set information out

in a form suitable for dissemination, as to do so might very
possibly jeopardize the life of McCARVER,
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NOTE:

Butte advised Memphis by letter (no copies to Bureau) that
one Morris R. McCarver has told Agents of the Butte Office that
just prior to King's murder (King murdered 4-4-68), he, McCarver,
was approached by one Gerdon Whitner of Eureka Springs, Arkansas,
who was asked what it would take to get McCarver to kill King.
Memphis instructed Butte to furnish this information to the Bureau
and Memphis in a form suitable for dissemination and instructed
Little Rock to locate and interview Whitner.

McCarver also said that Whitner offered him a considerable
sum of money in 1953 to eliminate Orval Faubus, former Governor
of Arkansas, but McCarver turned down the offer. Little Rock is
interviewing Whitner for full details regarding this information and
upon receipt of same it will be evaluated to determine if appropriate
authorities should be notified. It is further noted that McCarver
admitted himself to a State Hospital for three months in 1968 (type
of hospital unknown),

Butte, by their communication dated 4-16-69, advised that
unless the Bureau advised to the contrary, they will not set the
information out in a form suitable for dissemination, as to do so
might very possibly jeopardize the life of McCarver.

Butte being instructed to submit the information in a form
suitable for dissemination as the information contains an allegation
of a possible conspiracy and will be disseminated to the Department.

Kansas City being instructed to determine hospital in which
McCarver allegedly admitted himself and full details surrounding
same,.
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TO;

FROM

SUBJECT:

54 MAYZ - 1968

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum s
1 & “.f}% it w‘;@
TS ke
AN 2
MR. TROTTER | (, DATE: 4-21-69 s

Trotter . . 4
. TelerRom T s
C E Ga.n]. 'rr‘lolmes
¥

Gandy

-

MURKIN

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther K%"xg, Jr.
A new Memphis Criminal Court Judge, Arthur Faquin, took over the
James Earl Ray matter following the sudden death of Judge W. Preston
Battle.

My memorandum of 4-7-69 reported that Memphis Office
has advised that Mr. Don Owens (a local attorney and advisor to
Judge Battle prior to his death) had informed that Latent Fingerprint
Examiner George J. Bonebrake who was scheduled to appear 4-11-69
in Criminal Court, Memphis, at possible contempt hearing, would not
have to report on that date unless advised to the contrary; further that
while this was not an official notification, he felt certain the Bonebrake

S

matter would be considered closed. o

On 4-21-69, Memphis Office advised that Judge Faquin is
still studying this matter and had tenfitively set a new hearing date
for Bonebrake on 5-23-69. He is primarily concerned with matters
relating to #ee Ray's appeal and it is believed that a final decision as
to what he will do in the Bonebrake matter should be forthcoming
before 5-23-69. Bonebrake is aware of new hearing date. Memphis
will keep us advised.

RECOMMENDATION:

For information.

DelL.oach
Bishop
. Rosen
. Hunzeker, Room 4535 JB
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July 18 - August 24, 1967 According to "lLook" magazine
articles, subject met ""Raoul"
in Canada on about eight occasions
during this period.

August 21, 1967 Subject Ray and "Raoul" were in
Windsor, Canada.

August 28 - 30, 1967 Ray met 'Raoul" during this
period in Birmingham, Alabama.

October 7 - 10, 1967 Ray arrived San Francisco Hotel,
Acapulco, Mexico, on October 10,
1967. One or two days prior to
that time, he met 'Raoul" in
Nuevo Laredo, Mexico.

December 17 - 19, 1969 Ray ret "Raoul' at New Orleans,
Louisiana, and received $2500
from him.

April 4, 1968 YRaoul" allegedly was in Memphis,

Tennessee, and fired the shot at
6:00 PM that killed Martin Luther
King.

Prior investigation has disclosed that Trooper
Esquivel had worked as follows during the month of August,
1967: .

August 1, 2, and 3: On Duty; 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM

August 4: Day Off

August 5: On Duty; 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM

August 6 and 7: ' Off duty due to a death in

his family.

August 8 and 9: On duty; 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM

August 10: Off Duty.

August 11 through 23: On duty; 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
-2
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PAGE TWO |
PHILADELPHIA, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, LOCATE BEVEL THROUGH SCLC,

PHILADELPHIA, ANDAOR STERNER.
PERTINENT PORTIONS ABOVE INFORMATION WILL BE INCLUDED IN LHM

RE BEVEL .
INFORMATION FROM AT ONE THREE EIGHT SEVEN-R CONFIDENTIAL.

ONE COPY RM MEMPHIS AND MOBILE.

RECEIVED: 4:]5PM RMC
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7-1b REPORT
of the

BT
u‘&:’ LABORATORY ... & .
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

To: FBI, Memphis {(44-1987) Date: April 22, 18969
FBI File No. L -38861 f T
Re: MURKIN Lab. No. D-690417057 JK

Specimens received l}/ l? /6 9

Qek4l2 Two Xerox copies of registration card in the
name “Eric S. Galt,” #2u42 18586

Result of examination:

It was concluded that Qc#l2 was prepared by
the writer of other similar registration cards, Q88
(New Rebel Motor Hotel) and Qlu4l (Provincial Motel),
which were previously submitted.

It was further determined that the "Eriec S.
Galt" signature on Qckl2 was prepared by the writer of
the signatures in this name appearing on Q261 and Q262.
(Bartender School items). The signatures on Q261 and
Q262 have been authenticated through investigation as
known signatures of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI#u058u42G,

<.

Qcil2 has been retained.

Tolson
Del.oach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

wa room L) teLETYPE UNIT L]
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BH 44-1740

Mr. and Mrs, WALTER C, MADDOX, Managers
of the Travellodge, preferred to retain possession
of the registration card for GALT after suitable
Xerox copies had been made in the Birmingham Office.

No local or long distance telephone calls
were charged to the room and no information
obtained which indicated any association on the part
of GALT with any other guests.

Upon completion of the investigation of
motels in the Florence, Alabama area, appropriate
FD-302°'s will be furnished the Memphis Office. A
copy of GALT's registration is being furnished the
Memphis Office at this time and a similar copy
furnished Jackson for possible assistance in
conducting investigation of motels in the Corinth,
Mississippi area.

Request of the Bureau:

The FBI Laboratory is requested to
compare the handwriting appearing on the attached
Xerox copy of Registration Card #18586, noting
that GALT wrote all entries down through the
description of the Mustang. Request that Birmingham
and Memphis be advised of the result.
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>TIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 4/30/69

FRW% SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) P

SUBJECT: | MURKIN

CR
,/”/ Reference Bureau airtel to Butte, 4/23/69.

ZEnclosed herewith is one copy of Kansas City
letter to Memphis dated 4/18/69 which reflects results
of investigation requested by Butte in interoffice communi-

cation.

Enclosure contains results of investigation requested
in referenced communication, therefore, no additional investi-
gation regarding MC CARVER is being conducted at this time

UACB or by Memphis,

2~Bureau (ZBaec, 1) (M
1-Memphis (44-1987) (RM)
2-Kansas City
RBH:clc o S
5 N
(5) N

"

\

54 MAY 14159

Buyy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

L
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