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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBI COUNT!, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE J

VS . J

JAMES EARL RAY, 5

Defendant f

AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTAL MOTION FOR"A NEW TRIAL J 

Comes now JAMES EARL RAY, the defendant in the above styled

cause, by and through his attorneys Richard J» Ryan, J. B. Stoner, and 

Robert W. Hill, Jr., and incorporates herein by reference letters asking 

for a new trial, especially that communication addressed to Judge W. 

Preston Battle dated March 26, 196?, and refers to it herein as though 

it were copied verbatim, said letter being in the office of the Clerk 

of Criminal Court of Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, and he hereby 

amends and supplements said letters to the effect that he moves this • '

Honorable Court to set aside his waiver, his plea of guilty, and his 

conviction and grant him a new trial pursuant to and in accordance with 

Section 17-117 of the Tennessee Code Annotated.

And for further grounds of this Motion for a New Trial your 

defendant would state that the said waiver, plea, and conviction were 

the result of your defendant being deprived of legal counsel in violation , 

of the Fourteenth and Sixth Amendments to the United States Constitution j 

and submits the following tacts in support thereof:

I. —

Defendant would show that he and his two prior attorneys in this I

above styled cause entered into contracts with the author William Bradford ! 

Huie while your defendant was in the Shelby County jail awaiting trial, |

said contracts being primarily to sell the publishing and movie rights •

concerning defendant’s casej that this sale was to made to the said William 

Bradford Huie for substantial sums of money, evidenced by Exhibits Nos.

1, 2, 3, U, 5, 6 and 7 which are attached hereto and made a part of this

Motion.
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Defendant alleges that the said contract and letters contained 

in Exhibits Nos. 1, 2, 3, It, 5, 6 and 7, which are attached hereto and 

... ioiade part of this Motion, establish a conflict of interest between him, 

the defendant, and his two prior attorneys; that defendant would have 

no story to sell and no movies with publishing rights to convey if he 

were allowed to take the witness stand; that such an action on his 

part would allow all facts in this cause to become a matter of public 

record for the free use of all*

III* ’

Defendant alleges that in the establishment of conflict of 

interest between defendant and his two prior attorneys, as evidenced 

by the attached exhibits, that the said prior attorneys actually 

represented William Bradford Huie and their own financial interests 

and not his, your defendant’s. Defendant alleges that there would 

be no profit to anyone if he persisted in his^"Not Guilty” plea; that 

your defendant was pressured and induced into entering a plea of 

"Guilty" and respectfully directs the Court’s attention to Exhibits 

No* 6 and No, ?•

IV. \

Your defendant is informed, and therefore alleges, that the 

author William Bradford Huie made the statement t^iat your defendant 

( "Must not take the witness stand in his expected trial, because if 

the defendant did take the witness stand, then he (William Bradford 

Huie) would have no book’’./ .

V.

That defendant’s failure to have legal counsel as guaranteed 
by the said Fourteenth and Sixth Amendments to the United States 

Constitution and Article I Section 9 of the State of Tennessee 

Constitution is in reality a greater disservice to him, the defen-

-2-
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dant, than having incompetent counsel and is a gross denial of due
2oV'/S £/

process and effective representation of consel so as to be such as 

to make defendant’s plea of nGuiltyfl a farce, a sham, and a mockery 

of justice. ' ,

VI.

That defendant’s second attorney in this cause pressured him, 

and he, the defendant, under duress due to this pressure, entered a 

plea of "Guilty” due to this conflict of interest between said attorney 

and defendant and for the sole financial gain of the said attorney, as 

evidenced by defendant’s Exhibits Nos. 1, 2, 3, h, 5, 6 and 7 which 

are hereto attached and made a part hereof.

VII

That for the above enumerated reasons and other good and sufficient 

reasons to be shown upon the hearing of this Motion, defendant requests 

a hearing on this Motion and to be allowed to introduce evidence in 

support thereof. _ .

VIII.

That for these and other good and sufficient reasons to be shown 

upon the hearing of this Motion, defendant respectfully moves that the 

judgment heretofore entered be set aside and the case be restored to 

the trial calendar, O

STATE OF TENNESSEE /JAMES EARL ffiT

COUNT! OF DAVIDSON .

Comes now the affiant, JAMES EARL RAY, and makes oath as follows: 

The Amended and Supplemental Motion for a New Trial has been

carefully read by me and each and every fact stated therein is true and

correct in each and every statement and implication.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5“ day of ^p^^L. , 1969

My commission expires: ,
'hsi ? 7 O

•3-
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AGREEMENT*

agreement* efitefdd in^ tn ist J InM this____ _ bap of 4Uly< .long,
by and between William Bradford Huie (herein "Authbr"), James 
Earl Ray (herein "Ray") and Arthur J. Hanes (herein "Hanes").

1. This Agreement is entered into with reference to 
the following: . • •

5

'r

■i

(a). . Author is and has been for many years a writer
of international reputation and has had numerous books and

. articles published and serialized throughout the world. . .

(b) Ray has been charged with the murder of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.; and it is anticipated that a trial (herein 
"the Trial") of “ ' ‘ -
of Tennessee in

(c)
tice as such in

4

P.

Ray for such murder will be held in the State 
the near future. ; . • ;

Hanes is an attorney at law licensed to prac- 
the State of Alabama; Ray and Hanes and each of . 

them represent that Ray has engaged .Hanes to act as his attorney . 
in the Trial, that Hanes has accepted such engagement and that 
he will so act. • . .

. (d) Author proposes to write literary material
' dealing with the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., the 
• alleged participation of Ray therein, and the Trial, for the I 

.purpose of establishing the truth with respect thereto. •

' (e) Ray and Hanes are desirous of assisting Author,
in such writing by furnishing to him such material relative to'

.the subject matter of such writing which Author might not otlier-f 
''wise be able to obtain. . - ■ . -

w .- '• 2. Ray and Hanes and each of them agree that they.will'jy
use their best efforts to arrange as many personal interviews •

' between Author and Ray and on the earliest occasions which may
. be permitted by the authority having jurisdiction over the v

.' institution in which Ray is then confined; and that they and '
. • . each of them on such occasions and otherwise, through Hanes or

. other persons, will impart to Author such information (herein
. the "Private Material") with respect to the assassination of '•

;' Martin Luther King, Jr., the alleged participation of Ray ... :
• / therein, and the life and activities of Ray, as they or either .

.• of them may have or reasonably may be able to obtain; and that
/ Author shall have the right to use the Private Material or any 

part thereof in his writing of said literary material.'

•• . 3. The literary material which Author proposes to ■
• write as aforesaid, including such of the Private Material as

Author in his sole discretion elects to use,, is hereinafter 
referred to as "said work". Author shall have, and if and to 
the extent that they dr either of them have any rights, titles, 

■' or interests therein, Ray and Hanes, and each of them, give, 
■ cell, assign and transfer to Author, forever, the following

. absolute, exclusive and .unqualified rights: the right to write
>. said work and to use the same, in whole .or in part, in whatever 
.manner Author in his sole.discretion may elect, including but

' - - to the right to make and/or cause to be made maga-'not limited 
zine, book. dramatic, motion picture, television and/or othe

1

if J

:k

■M

,i

v
A 
t

3
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A

adaptations of every kind, of said work or any part thereof/ 
. and for the purpose of making any of said adaptations Author 

or his designees may change, interpolate in, add to or subtract 
. from or make foreign language versions of, said vbfhj to such .

• extent as Author in his sole discretion may elect; the sole ’ 
-.'■and exclusive right to make motion pictures and television ■ ■

’ ' pictures of all kinds based in whole or in part on said work
and/or containing characters of said work (including remakes

' of and/or sequels to any such pictures), "with the right to 
sell, lease, license and generally deal in the same throughout . 
the world, forever; the right to use the name, voice and/or 
likeness of Ray and Hanes, or either of them, in or as the 
title of said work; the right to obtain copyright in the n. ’ 
of Author or otherwise in all countries throughout the world, 

’ in and to said work and/or any of said adaptations; the sole 
and exclusive right to negotiate for, execute arid deliver, in

. the name of Author alone or in the names of Author, Ray., and
■‘ Hanes, or any 'of them (but without consulting with or obtain­

’ ing the approval or consent of Ray or Hanes thereto), such
' .licenses, grants, agreements, and contracts with respect to said . 

' • work, any of said adaptations, and/or any of the rights herein- 
f ’ above set forth, as Author in his sole discretion may elect; '

for this purpose ‘ (but without limiting the generality of the ' '
; . foregoing) Ray and Hanes and .each of them hereby irrevocably • 

. appoint Author.the true and lawful attorney of them and each
? of them to negotiate for, execute and deliver, in the names of

4

Vi
< l

Author, Ray and Hanes, 
• and all such licenses.

or any of them, as Author may elect, any 
grants, agreements -and contracts. . ; t

' 4. Without in
the foregoing, Ray and 

' demand, to execute and

any manner limiting the generality of 
Hanes and each of them agree, upon . 
deliver to Author or his designees any J

.and all such instruments, including but not limited to assign- ' 
:. • ments, consents, approvals, and releases, which in the judgment

of Author may be necessary or desirable to implement, effectuate
, • or protect the rights of,or rights, titles and interests herein .

' given or agreed to be given to, Author with respect to said work " 
and/or any of said adaptations. ■

S3 
j-i

•4

: 5. In full consideration 'for all rights, titles and interests ' '

’ given or agreed to'be given by Ray and Hanes to Author hereunder and.

for all agreements and acts of Ray and Hanes hereunder or pursuant'

hereto, Author agrees to pay to Ray and Hanes each, thirty per cent 

of the gross receipts from said work. All receipts shall be paid to .

and collected by the Author’s agent, Ned Brown, Inc., 315 South

, Beverly Drive, Beverly Hills, Calif., and said Author’s agent shall

' take payments to Ray and Hanes each, or their respective designees

or assignees, within.|en days after receipt. The Author’s agent

shall alsoj at quarterly intervals, furnish statements reflecting all .

transactions in reasonable detail. The Author's agent shall also, '

' , within ten days after their completion, furnish to Ray and Hanes 

copies of any and all contracts entered into by the Author.

I

iVi

■4

■J

“4 ■
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W

ss On_ 
• undaru

,1968 before ne, the -J

WILLIAM BRADFORD Hu/E known to me to be the person 
whose name is subscribed to the within instrument 
and acknowledged that he executed the same.

WITNESSETH my hand and official seal. * ’ ‘

y

•5

ss On UZA<L-. / ____ ■ -,1968 before me, the' -
undersign'd appeared

• JAMES EARL RAY known to ma to bi’ the person whose . 
. . name is subscribed to the within instrument and .
; acknowledged'that he executed the same. •

J 5

i •" . WITNESSETH my hand and official seaL

SS:
■ under-signed VJJ

.^...^“"' before me
^^(t^L—personally appeared

L ARTHUR J. HANES known^'o me to be the person whose 
name is subscribed to the within instrum ent and 
acknowledcd that he executed the same.

WITNESSETH my hand and official seal.

4 ;

j
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un j*j V/ Jou ix,

William Bradford Huie

Mr. Arthur J. Hanes 
Attorney at Law
617 Frank Nelson Building 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203

.Dear

this
5 of

Art:

letter is meant to be part of 
date, and is an extension and 
said Agreement.

. ■ It is known and unde 
' . . varices made by publi 

are merely loans, re­
ever, the book is no

tood by you

July 8, 1968

our Agreement, signed on 
clarification of Article '

Ray, and me that all ad-
;ersto an Author on a book contract ' 
rnable in full if, for any reason what- 
completed and accepted; and these, ad-

• vances or loans become income.to the Author only after ccm-
pletion of the book and after its acceptance by

. Therefore, any monies, paid by me to you and Ray 
searching and v/riting this book are, in effect,

4

the -publisher.

while I am 
loans from

re-

.to the two of you. However, under the circumstances, I am 
willing to consider these monies, or advances made by me to 
two.of you non-returnable, if you and Ray will agree that 
these payments or advances shall not exceed the following
schedule

. 1.
will pay

the

of payments:

On the signing of the first, or book* contract, I 
you the sum of $10,000.00. It is assumed that this

will be on or about July 15th, not later than July 20th.

' 2. On the first day after Ray has been lodged in a jail 
■ in the United States, I will pay $5000. It is assumed that 
this will be about August 1st. ’ \ .

3. One month after Ray has been lodged in the United
States^- I will pay $5000. •

4. Similarly,

S-. Similarly

. 6. Similarly

«

4

a

a

a

month

month

month

later, .another

later, another

later, another

$5000.

$5000.

$5000 l

>
■Y
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Mr. Arthur J. Hanes Page . 2 July 8, 196^

7. Similarly, a month later, another $5000.

In short, on signing, on Ray's return, and during the first 
five months after his return, I am obligating myself to pay 
you and Ray, under terms of our Agreement, to pay you and 
•Ray a total of $35,000.' All payments, as per our Agreement, 
•will be made to you by my agent, Ned Brora, and these payments 
in equal amounts, will be charged against whatever may become 

. .due to you and Ray under the Agreement. ’ ’
¥

' Five months after Ray's return, assuming that I receive all 
■ the cooperation from you and Ray guaranteed by the Agreement,

I expect to have completed the book, or to have obtained legal , 
■ extentions from the publisher, you and Ray. Normally a pub­
" ’ lisher has 30 days in which to accept or reject the book. One 

the book has been accepted, the entire publishing advance will 
' be paid; and thereafter, all payments made to me, from any and 

all sources, will be income, not loans; and this income will b
. divided and paid promptly as provided under the Agreement.

‘ Your signature, along with that of Ray affixed by you under 
your Power of Attorney, will attest Agreement. ,

«1

William Bradfory Huie

Arthur J. Hanes

i

James Earl Ray

<5

i
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STATE Ob’ TENNESSEE I : . '

COUNTY OF SHELBY 1 '

WIEREA3, William Bradford Huie ("Author”), JAMES EARL > ,

RA Y (Ray”) and ARTHUR J« HANES ("Hanes”), did, on or about । ‘r ;-

July Sth, 1968, enter into*what has been called a "Basic ' 7

Agreement” relating to the writing of certain literary material -

by Author and the grant of certain rights to Author by Ray and *

Hanes; and c’

WHEREAS, ON and after July 5th, 1968, by assignment agree- ’ *< 

ments, Ray assigned to Hanes at first a portion of his interest U

in any moneys accruing to Hanes under said Basic Agreement, and '^ .

later the said Ray assigned to the said Hanes all of his inter- 5 j

est in said moneys so accruing under any agreement or agreements ’.J

with said Author; and ,

WHEREAS, by an instrument designated "Amendatory Agreement" : . * 

on the 29th day of January, A. D., 1966, also entered into by and i 

between tho said Author and the said Ray and Hanes, the said - ‘ :^ J

Hanos did by said Amendatory Agreement transfer and assign to • J

Ray all of his (llanos’) right, title and interest in, to and un- , ’f 

dor said Basic Agreement and the Assignment Agreements, including J 

but not limited to any and all moneys and other compensation of ’

any kind to which the sold Hanes may now or hereafter be entit- » _■ 

led thereunder; and •

' WHEREAS, Percy Foreman, a duly licensed and practicing attor- 5

ney at law of 11 ouston, Texas, has been admitted by the trial . 4

’ judge at Memphis, Tennessee, to its bar for the purpose of rep­

resenting tho said James Earl Ray in the trials of cases pend- ।

Ing boforo said judge, said admission having been at the request I

in open court on November 12, 1968 made by the said Jarnos Earl j

Ray, and tho said Ray desires to secure tho fees of tho said at- ; . *

\tpraoy for his said dofonoo, and desires to assign to tho said >•

PercyVoroman all of the righto, titlo and interest ho may have

or heretofore at any timo may have had under any contract or con-

tracts vzlth tho said Author and or as assignee of any righto nt
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any time hold by tho said Hanbo, and any and all righto of '/

> whatsoever kind or character he may havo as a result of tho *’ •

writings of said author and of their subsoquont publication, *

including the right to receive, accept ^nd retain tho proceeds *

derived from said rights in hlo own no ms absolutely, now, thoro- j

• , fore,- i >

KN07 ALL MLN DY THESE PRESENTS: ' t

' THAT I, JAMES EARL RAY, presently in Memphis, Sholby Ouuuty ’j 
/ 

^ TonnesGeo, for and in consideration of monies heretofore advan- 1

• \ ced by him in my behalf, and, further, in consideration of his .

^’^cos heretofore rendered in my behalf and his agreement to $

Sroprosont cp at the trial or trials of any cases presently pond- J :

. ing against mo in Shelby Gbunty, Tennessee, have signed ovor, 4 !

. given, conveyed and transferred, and do, by this instrument here- ’'

. now givo, assign, set over and transfer to PERO’f FOREMAN, of j.

• ’ Houston} Harris County, Texas, a 11 of ray aforesaid right, title 'jx

and interest in a nd to the proceeds that would otherwise havo , ' A

. , accrued to ma pursuant to said Basic Agreement andto said Aonda« • • ।

■ tory Agreement, and Co all of my rights thereunder as wall as to ' ' }

any other right or rights that might be or have been mine because / 3 

of tho writing and subsequent purblication of such writing by *

oaid Author, whether included in said assignment by tho said Hanosr ‘

; . to mo undor the Amandatory Agreement of January 29th, 1969, or ♦ j

otherwise, said assignment and transfer heroin to tho said Porcy ^

Foreman boing a bsolute and irrevocable, and I here now author!co *

and dir oct any person , firm or corporation having fundo duo and , /’ 

owing mo by virtue of said Basic Agreement or any subsequent as • . )

. olgnmento, including said Amendatory Agreement, or otherwise ow- J

ing mo bocauoe of'th© writings of said Author, to pay tho samo /

\ to tho oaid Poccy Foreman, at his office in Houston, Harris (b,, p J

■ Toxas, in his own nao and as his own propofty.

, XH WITNESS Phoroof, I have signed this conveyance, assign** J
mont and contract at Memphis, Sholby Gb«, Tonnessolo, this tho

f : 1
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3rd day of February, A 1969

I
J

THE STATE OF TENNESSEE

COUNTY OF SHELBY

' JTFOIE ME, tho undersignod Notary Public in and for Sholby 

County, Tonnossoo, on this day personally appeared JAMES EARL

i

RAY, known to me to bo tho person whose name is signed to tho

forego .ng instrument, and he acknowledged to me that the exocu- z

ted the sarno for the purpose

GIVEH under my hand and

and consideration therein expressed.

seal of office at Memphis, Tennessee,

*

thia 3rd day of February, A. ., 1969

.x .ic in ancr 
Tennesoeo.

hoi by" lb..

My commission expires April 23, 1969.

•3.

t
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AMENDATORY AGREEME nt

AMENDATORY AGREEMENT entered into this 2/ ? day of 

□V 1968, by and between WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE (herein •x
4

5.

), JAMI'S EARL RAY (herein "Ray") and ARTHUR J. HANES

(herein ’'Hanes”).'

(1) Thi

reference to the

(a)

Amendatory Agreement is

following:

The parties hereto have

entered

entered

. .Agreement and letter agreement supplementary

into with

into a certain

thereto, both .

35

'M .

. , elated July 8, 1968 (herein "said Basic Agreement"), relating

j to the writing of certain literary material by Author and

..... . the grant of certain rights to Author by Ray and Hanes.

(b) Ray and Hanes have entered into a certain docu-

cent entitled "Agreement" dated July 5, 1968 (herein the

"Assignment Agreement") under which Ray assigned to Hanes a

portion of his interest in any moneys accruing to Hanes under * *.

said Basic Agreement. 'i

(c) Under and pursuant to said Basic Agreement

Author has in fact written and is presently writing certain • M’

literary material with respect to the murder of Martin Luther

King, Jr., Ray’s alleged participation in and Ray’s coming

trial for such murder and the life and activities of Ray

come of which material has been and other of which will be j

published in issues of Look Magazine by Cowles Communications

Inc. pursuant to a contract with Author, and other of which

material will be published in book form by Dell Publishing

Co., Inc. pursuant to a contract with Author (the working

-J
■J

title Of Which book is "THEY SLEW THE DREAMER")

I

7—

1
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(d) At the time of the execution of said Basic ' -

Agreement and for some period thereafter, Hanes was engaged 

to act and did act as attorney for Ray in connection with '^

Ray's coming trial, but such engagement has been terminated, '

Hanes no longer represents R^y as his attorney in any capa- . '

city, and Percy Foreman, an attorney at law, has been sub- "7

ctituted to act and now acts as attorney for Ray. 7J

. (e) The parties are desirous of effecting certain ■

releases and other acts with respect to said Basic Agreement '7*

. as hereinafter provided. ' '

(2) Hanes does hereby transfer and assign to Ray all of •1

Hanes’ right, title and interest in, to and under said Basic . i

Agreement and the Assignment Agreement, including but not being /

limited to any and all moneys and other compensation of any kind »

• to which Hanes may now or hereafter be entitled thereunder. ’ j

Hanes further agrees that he shall not hereafter write or author- . c } 

ize to be written any literary material relating to the murder • ’ 7

of Martin Luther King, Jr., Ray’s alleged participation in or J ‘^

Ray’s coming trial for such murder, or the life or activities of '7;a .

Ray, and that he shall not hereafter make or authorize to be made i-7

magazine, book, dramatic, motion picture, television and/or other a

adaptation of any kind relating to any such subjects. ■ 'j j
’ . ■ ' . . .'Ji

(3) Hanes hereby forever releases and discharges Ray and . ■ ।

. Author and each of them from any and all claims, demands, action|s |

and causes of action which Hanes, but for this release, might now !

have or hereafter might have against them or either of them under - A1 

or pursuant to said Basic Agreement, the Assignment Agreement or / ;

any other agreements or contracts, written or oral, of any kind • t

or nature whatsoever heretofore entered into between said parties J

or any of them with respect to the subject matter of said Basic , J

Agreement. Without limiting the foregoing, Hanes does hereby ^

acknowledge that he has received from Author and Ray any and all .• J •

2.
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moneys and oilier compensation which Hanes heretofore way have 

been entitled to receive from Author or Ray under said Basic

Agreement, the Assignment Agreement or otherwise.

(4) Author and Ray, and each of them, do hereby forever 

release and discharge Hanes from any and all claims, demands,* 

actions and causes of action which they or either of them, but
- I
-1 r

for this release, might now have or hereafter might have against 

Hanes under or pursuant to said Basic Agreement, the Assignment 

Agreement or any other agreements or contracts, written or oral,

heretofore entered into between said parties or any of thew with

1 
4 

J

respect to the subject watter of said Basic Agreement.

(5) The parties hereby agree that for any and all purposes

Hanes shall no longer be or be considered as a party to said Basic 
Agreement, and shall have no further right, titile or interest of

4

any kind or nature whatsoever thereunder or under the Assignment

Agreement or any other agreements or contracts, written or oral, 'i 
J

heretofore entered into between the parties or any of them, with

respect to the subject matter of said Basic Agreementi Hanes 1-7

hereby agrees to execute and deliver to Author and/or Ray upon 

demand any further instruments necessary or desirable to implement
i

or effectuate this Amendatory Agreement.

(6) Ray does hereby acknowledge and confirm that as of f

the date hereof there are no moneys or other compensation of any

kind now due or payable to Ray from Author under or pursuant to

said Basic Agreement, the Assignment Agreement, or otherwise.

(7) Author and Ray hereby agrees that paragraph 5. of

said Basic Agreement shall be and the same hereby is amended to’

provide that all acts therein specified to be done by Author's

agent shall be done, instead, by Author, and to provide further

that all payments to be made and all statements, notices and other

documents to be furnished or given to Ray shall be made, furnished
<

3.
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titles

or given to Ray care c

- at 1116 Capita nue, II

(8) The tics d

ay’s Attornc ere

•

reman, Esq., 

tree that except

on, ’ ”■

'rebi

is, 7

ifirm

as hereinabove expressly ortl 1 Bat51 cement is in

full for a”’ effect and 1 ; not and is hereby altered,

amended or modified in any manner particular soever, that

all of theAuthor has and shall continue to

\

»

and interests given or granted.

to him by Ray and/or Hanes under

the writing by Author and the pul

tions, Inc. in Look Magazine ai

certain literary materials, hereina

“ecd to be g i c granted

Basic Agreei

on by Cowie

1 Publishing

referred to,

an hat

nmunica-

Inc. of

has been

and is authorized under said Basic ement and such rights

titles and interests

(9) ;This Amendatory Agreement shall be binding upon and

inure to the benefit of the parties hereto and their respective 4?

personal representatives, executors, administrators, heirs

legatees and assigns. Author may transfer qr assign this Amend-

atory Agreement, and/or all or any part of the rights, titles

and interests herein referred to, to any person, firm or corpor-

ation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have executed this

Amendatory Agreement as of the date first above written.

. William Bradford Huie Author" .

APPROVED AS T0 FORM 
AND CONTEHTZ Z^Thmes Earl Ra^ "Kay5

A

Percy foreman, as Attorney 
for James Earl Ray ■

Arthur J. HAnes anes

4

fe *8
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William Brauiohd Huie

Dear James Ray....

HAR

March

Enclosed you will find:

1. The original agreem ’ ' igned by you,
and me. ;

2. The letter attaches 
agreed to advance $jj,< , . 
earnings from this project

cement 
anticipate

Hanes

>

<

I

1

3. Receipts from your attorneys for the $40

hich I 
of

<00
which I have advanced to date. ($30,000 to Mr.
Hanes and $10,000 to Mr. Foreman.)

I am also having sent to you, from my attorneys, 
the Supplementary Agreement which was signed by Mr. Foreman 
Mr. Hanes, you and me. I suggest that you sign another 
copy of this for Mr. Foreman, so that wecan have two. 
copies bearing all four original signatures.

This gives you copies of all agreements existing 
between you and me; and you will note that I have followed
them to the letter. I will continue to do so.

To this date this project has earned $30,000. Additional 
earnings will shortly be received from LOOK magazine, from 
foreign magazines, and from Dell Publishing Company, which 
will publish the book in May.

LOOK 
The book, 
May 15th.

I am

Magazine will publish my next article on April 15th. 
titled HE SLEW THE DREAMER, will be published about

currently negotiating with Carlo Ponti, the
film producer, over picture rights. I’ll keep you informed 
of developments. \

As soon as you are moved to Nashville, I will attempt 
to see you....or rather we will attempt to get permission 
for you to see me. We need a picture of "you to use on the 
front cover of the book. ,

Jerry keeps in touch with me; and if it is your desire 
you can count on me to keep in touch with you indefinitely. 
I’ll help you in any way I can.

And of course I will keep both you and Mr. Foreman 
informed as to earnings. ’

Best wishes

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MAIN AT RUSK

LAW Of FICEr. O-F ,

Pk rcy Kokjcman 
004 SOUTH COAST RUHDING 

HonKTON, Tk.XAH 77OOU

March 9th, ’69

Mr. James Earl Ray, ■ -
Shelby County Jail, ; )
Memphis, Tennessee. ' . •

Dear James Earl: ;

You have heretofore assigned to me all of your 
royalties from magazine articles, book, motion picture or .•
other revenue to be derived from the writings of Wm. frad- p
ford Huie. These are my own property unconditionally. *

However, you have heretofore authorized and re - •
quested me to negotiate a-plea of guilty if the State of ' }
Tennessee through its District Attorney General and with :’
the approval of the trial judge would waive the'death pen- '
alty. You agreed to accept a sentence of 99 years. J

It is contemplated that your case will be dis - <J
posed of tomorrow, March 10, by the above plea and sentence.
This will shorten the trial considerably. In consideration V
of the time it will save me, I am willing to make the fol - ;
lowing adjustment of my fee arrangement with you: i

If the plea is entered and the sentence accepted -
and no embarassing circumstances take place in the court ' ' .
room, I am willing to assign to any bank, trust company or '
individual selected by you all my receipts under the above . j
assignment in excess of $165,000.00. These funds over and 
above the first $165,000.00 will be held by such bank, trust :
company or individual subject to your order. '

I have either spent or obligated myself to spend 
in excess of $14,000.00, and I think these expenses should , 
be paid in addition to a $150,000.00 fee. I am sure the ex- '
penses will exceed $15,000.00 but I am willing to rest on .
that figure. . ’ .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MAIN AT RUSK

LAW O r » ICC 7. Of

Pbucv Fqrisman 
©04 SOUTH COAST BUILDING 

Houston, Tr;x as 770012

March 9, 1969

Mr. James Earl Ray, ■
Shelby County Jail, * ■
Memphis, Texas. ‘ ,

Dear James Earl: ! j <

You have asked that I advance to Jerry Ray five ?
($500.00) of the "15)000.00", referring to the first five 
thousand dollars paid by Wm. Bradford Huie. On January 
29th, Mr. Huie advanced an additional $5,000.00. At that '
time I had spent in excess of $9,500.00 on yourcase. ■ :
Since then, I have spent in excess of $4,000.00 additional. J j

But I am willing to advance Jerry $500.00 and add |
it to the $165,000.00 mentioned in my other letter to you ,1 '
today. In other words, I would receive the first $165,500.00.
But I would not make any other advances - just (this one $500.00. .•’■’/:

And this advance, also, is contingent upon the plea 
of guilty and sentence going through on March 10, 1969, without 
any unseemly conduct on your part in court.

P.S. The rifle and the white mustang are tied up in the 
suit filed by Renfro Hays. Court costs and attorneys 
fees will be necessary, perhaps, to get them released. 
I will credit the $165,500.00 with whatever they bring
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