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FD-?6 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 5/21/69

Transmit the following in [Tyne in plamtenl or oode)

-

) AIRTEL AM
Via (Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

-
\\ - ""‘-—-—w—"“"

o Enclosed for the Bureau are twocopies of an
/ "Amendment to Motion for a New Trial" which was received at
b the office of the District Attorney General on 5/19/69.

@BUREAU (Enc. 2)ENCLOSURE

s
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I THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELEY CCUNTY, TEUNESSEE

STATE OF TENKESSEE

16645

a2
(o]
‘e

VS

JAHES EARL RAY,

s z
DE WS TN PUTYE DA 3 L L G B e PTG

Defendant

AMENDMERT TO MOTION FOR A HEW TRIAL

' Comes now youvr petitioner, JAMES EARL RAY, defendant
in the above styled cause, by and through his attorneys,
richard J. Ryan, J. 8. Stoner and Robert W. Hill, Jr., and
amends_his Supplemental HMotion for a New Trial to add the
following grounds, to-wit:

1. That he was denied effective counsel

2. That the prepconderance of the evidence was not
such as to support a jury verdict of guilty

3. That there was no evidence introduced upon wnich
he could be found gquilty

4., That since Judge Sattle has died, and he {s ‘the
only one who could nave tried the above questions, he is,

as a matter of law, entitled to a new trial,

Respectfully submitted,

RICHARD J. RYAXH

J. B. STONEXR

ROBERY W. HILL, JR.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176






NOTICE OF SERVYICE
Copy of the Amendment to lotion for a ilew Trial

delivered personally to the office of the District Attorney

Ceneral on iay 19, 1969, at /fﬁg P.AX.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

) \ COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
(} JUN11 1968
]

| TELETYPE %@ WASH DC

s

. /’.;/
FBI SANDIEGO
4-27 PM URGENT 6-11-68 ATJ

e
T0 ?iBEéTOR (44-38861) MEMPHIS (44-1987) LOS ANGEL

/,(55 156) SEATTLE (44-371) AND RICHMOND

FROM(SAN DIEGO 2P

y e,
IC

H

4

A,

Mr. Ca! 131
Mr. Corrzd.
Mr. Feli _

Mr. Gale”

Mr. Rosen

Mr. Suilivdh___
Mr. Tavel._
Mr. Trotter.
Tele. Room.
Miss Holmes.—_
Miss Gandy

"

KENSALT. SAN DIEGO FILE FOUR FOUR DASH THREE NINE FOUR.

MURKIN, 5AN DIEGO FILE FOUR FOUR DASH THREE EIGHT SEVEN, f& \@@ a
W

MR. JOSEPH FORROR, ASSISTANT POSTMASTER, MAIN POST OFFICE, /:/
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, ADVISED AS FOLLOWS JUNE ELEVEN INSTANT:

FOUND ON THE INCOMING MAIL BELT WAS A PIECE OF PAPER NOT
IN AN ENVELOPE IN GREEN INK ADDRESSED TO POST OFFICE, ATTENTION

POSTMASTER, WHICH READ AS FOLLOWS:

“"IF THE FBI WANTS RAY'S BUDDY GO TO ONE TWO FOUR BROADWAY

o

METROPOLE HOTEL; NUMBER ONE ONE SEYEN, HE MAY BE UNDER THE
5 H Y - ‘ \

NAME °GEORE® LETSINGER OR GEORGE ANDERSON. HE KNOWS
KENNEDY AND ALSO KING'S DEATHS. HE MAY HAVE PART IN

I XNOW HE WAS IN TENNESSEE BEFORE AND AFTER KING WAS

END PAGE ONE N D0 naeeed 2o
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SD 44-387
SD 44-394
PAGE TWO
I KNOW LETSINGER IS WANTED IN SEATTLE. ALSO IN BIT STONE GAP,
VIRGINIA, BY THE FBI."

ABOVE LETTER WAS UNSIGNED.

BUREAU AND ALL OFFICES REQUESTED TO FURNISH ANY INFORMATION
REGARDING "GEORE™ LETSINGER OR GEORGE ANDERSON, PARTICULARLY
IF WANTED IN SEATTLE OR BIG STONE GAP, VIRGINIA.

NO ATTEMPT BEING MADE TO INTERVIEW LETSINGER, AKA ANDERSON
UNTIL RESULTS FROM BUREAU AND ALL OFFICES.
END

SLB
FBI WASH DC
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FD-36 ({Rev., 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 5/23/69

Transmit the following in TType in plainiont or code)
Vig AIRTEL AM
! (Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) vl
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P
~ MURKIN -

Enclosed are two copies each of "Reply Brief"

and "Motion to Strike Amendment to Motion for New Trial"
furnished by office of the District Attorney General, Memphis,

Tennessee, on this date in captioned ma tter.

2 anal

@BUREAU (Enc. 4)
MEMPHI S
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)
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FBI :
Date:  5/22/69 l
[
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|

Transmit the following in _ -
(Type in plaintext or code)
Vig AIRTEL AM
(Priority)
________________________________________________ B
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

/" MURKIN
Ny o

et S N ——

Enclosed are two copies of Amended Petition
filed in U, S. District Court, Nashville, Tennessee, 5/21/69,

@ in captioned matter.
« A

A

RS I

g zf;) BUREAU (Enc. 2) 11 ciil

2 1 MEMPHIS

%

Am RGJ :BN

2 (3)

Y BE ' . PN iy
cll &8 REGJMli A [ 545
[ SANEN © "

S3l S

| p

?ﬁg 5 f h o

3 MAY 23 1969

54JUN2-%2W Sent M  Per

Approved:
Special Aﬁnt in Charge
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- Mr. Tolson
Mr. DeLoach
Mr. Mohr

- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FBI WASH DC U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE M. Bishop.

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION et
WAY 2 61969 /é// S —]
FBI MEMPHIS TELETYPE Mo T

¢ ,
222 PM URGENT 5-26-69 MCP b
;o My, drotter
/}/ﬁ\;/ T(le R»OLm
Tiss Holmes
TO DRECTOR 44-38861 MISS Gandy
FROM MEMPHIS 44-1987 2 P .

S ——

o ‘
RE MEMPHIS AIRTEL TO BUREAU DATED APRIL EIGHT LAST

ENCLOSING TWO COPIES OF AN AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTAL ﬁOTION ’

FOR A NEW TRIAL FILED ON BEHALF OF JAMES EARL RAY AND |

MEMPHIS RADIOGRAM TO BUREAU DATED APRIL SIXTEEN LAST.
A HEARING IN THIS MATTER WAS HELD ON THIS DATE BY

THE HONORABLE ARTHUR C. FAQUIN, SHELBY COUNTY CRIMINAL ézgkv

COURT JUDGE, DIVISION THREE, MEMPHIS, TENN. PRIOR TO

HEARING ARGUMENTS ON THE MOTION IN QUESTION AND BASED UPON A

MOTION BY THE DEFENSE, JUDGE FAQUIN INSTRUCTED THAT THE

PARAGRAPHS COMMENCING WITH ROMAN NUMERAL ONE THROUGH ROMAN
NUMERAL EIGHT BE STRICKEN FROM THE PURPORTED ~AMENDED AND

SUPPLEMENTAL MOTION FOR A NEW TRIAL  WHICH WAS FORWA R 4Vﬂ«388@/ f;fzgo
THE BUREAU WITH RE AIRTEL. ROBERT K. DWYER, ASSISYANT STATE -

ATTORNEY GENERAL, MEMPHIS, ADVISED THAT THE ATTORNEYS FOR MAY 277 1369

JAMES EARL RAY REQUESTED THAT THESE PARAGRAPHS BE STRICKEN T
(4

FROM THE MOTION AS RAY WOULD HAVE BEEN REQUIRED TO TAKE THE Q,L@"

END PAGE ONE | QWM’V'
54 JUN2- 1969 ,Wq’(\w
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.PAGE TWO
STAND IN ORDER TO SUBSTANTIATE THE ALLEGATIONS CONTAINED
THEREIN.

AT TWELVE FORTY FIVE P.M., CDST, JUDGE FAQUIN RULED IN
FAVOR OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE AND DENIED RAY’S PURPORTED
"AMENDED AND SUPPLEMENTAL MOTION FOR A NEW TRIAL.” JUDGE
FAQUIN ORDERED THAT RAY BE RETUNED TO THE STATE PRISON AT
NASHVILLE, TENN., TO SERVE HIS SENTENCE.

JUDGE FAQUIN POINTED OUT TO THE ATTORNEYS REPRESENTING
RAY, NAMELY, ROBERT HILL, RICHARD RYAN AND J. B. STOMER,

THAT RAY DOES HAVE OTHER LEGAL RECOURSE; HOWEVER, THE
MOTIONS FILED TO DATE WERE NOT IN PROPER FORM TO BE CON-
SIDERED EITHER A WRIT OF HA)'éEAS CORPUS OR A MOTION FOR A NEW
TRIAL UNDER THE STATE OF TENNESSEE POST CONVICTION ACT.

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF ANY ADDITIONAL PERTINENT
DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS MATTER. P.

END
CXB
FBI WASH DC
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' CUniUNICATIONS SEC1I0N %
FBi

t
|
Mr. Cenvad ..
TE 0 T\"";"E J Mr. Felt /. /

AFBI wasn pc Cpaan
Mr. Tavei .
Mr. Trotter .
Tele. Room ..
Miss Holmes..._____

FBI MEMPHIS Miss Gandy.....__

]

=
I

530 PM JJRGENT 5-23-69 DND R

RECTOR (44-38%61) 747%*$r/

ROM MEMPHIS (44-1S87)

o 0 5

SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY HAS BEEN RETURNED TO THE SHELBY COUNTY
JAIL AT MEMPHIS, TENN.,, FROM THE TENNESSEE STATE PRISON AT NASHVILLE,
TENN., FOR A HEARING ON MAY TWENTYSIX NEXT ON HIS MOTION FOR A NEW
TRIAL.

Buness o~

JERRY RAY WAS DISCOVERED BY’BﬁAGENTS TODAY VISITING THE SUBJECT
AT THE SHELBY COUNTY JAIL. AS JERRY RAY WAS LEAVING THE JAIL, HE
WAS APPROACHED IN THE CORRIDOR BY BUAGENTS WHO REQUESTED THAT HE
ACCOMPANY THEM TO SOME PLACE SUITABLE FOR INTERVIEW., JERRY AGREED
TO GO WITH THE AGENTS INTO ONE OF THE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT OFFICES,
ANdyAS‘QERRY AND BUAGENTS WERE ENTERING THIS OFFICE, THERY WERE
JOINED éY‘THE SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY’S ATTORNEY, J. B. STONER.
STONER REFERRED TO THE BUREAU AS THE FEDERAL BUREAL OF INTEGRATION

AND ADVISED JERRY NOT TO ANSWER ;

! ‘ON TERVIEWINGﬂAGENT85/7é/
MR. TOLS ej. R -
END PAGE ONE COPY SENT TO . Y- XL
' = 11 MAY 28 1969
H9JUN 101969 R, DELOACH FOR THE DIRECTOR
L] _
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PAGE TWO

REMINDED JERRY THAT HE HAD BEEN WIDELY QUOTED IN THE NEWSPAPERS
AS HAVING SAID THAT JAMES EARL RAY WAS A PART OF A CONSPIRACY TO
MURDER MARTIN LUTHER KING. JERRY WAS ADVISED THAT IF HE HAS ANY
INFORMATION OF A CONSPIRACY HE SHOULD TURN IT OVER TO THE FBI.
STONER AGAIN ADVISED JERRY RAY NOT TO TALK, AND JERRY RAY THEW
SAID HIS INFORMATION WOULD BEST BE GIVEN AT A TRIAL. JERRY WAS
REMINDED THAT AT THIS TIME THERE IS NO REASON TO BELIEVE THERE
WILL BE A TRIAL, AND JERRY RAY WAS ASKED IF BY TH%%%%?AL HE MEANT
HE INTENDED TO TESTIFY BEFORE A GRAND JURY. STONER AGAIN CAUTIONED
RAY NOT TO TALK AND SAID HE IS CONVINCED JAMES EARL RAY WILL BE

GIVEN A TRIAL FOR THE KILLING OF KING.

AS THE AG&ETS TURNED TO LEAVE STONER AND RAY, STONER
CALLED OUT TO THE AGENTS TO "BE GOOD" AND TO "PROTECT ALL THE
NIGGERS." MOgENTS LATER RAY AND STONER WERE OBSERVED TAQ&NG TO
A REPORTER FROM ONE OF THE LOCAL NEWSPAPERS.

NO FURTHER CONTACT IS CONTEMPLATED WITH EITHER JERRY RAY
OR WITH STONER.

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

SAC AT MEMPHIS HAS RECEIVED INQUIRY FROM LOCAL NEWS
REPORTER. REPORTER WANTED TO CONFIRM THAT AGENT HAD BEEN IN
CONTACT WITH JERRY RAY AND WANTED TO KNOW WHAT MATTERS HAD BEEN
DISCUSSED. REPORTER WAS ADVISED THAT NO COMMENT COULD BE MADE
BY THE SAC RE THIS MATTER. SAC DID CONFIRM THAT AGENT BY THE
NAME OF JOE C., HESTER IS ASSIGNED TO THIS OFFICE, BUT DECLINED
FURTHER COMMENT RE NATURE OF INTERVIEW., REPORTER DID HAVE NAME
OF AGENT, WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED FROM HIS EDITOR. NO OTHER INQUIRIES
RECEIVED, HOWEVER, MEMPHIS DIVISION WILL CONTINUE WITH NO COMMENT

IN REGARD TO INQUIRIES FROM NEWSPAPERS AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS
REPRESENTATIVES.

AM COPIES TO BIRMINGHAM, CHICAGO, KANSAS CITY, SAVANNAH,
AND ST. LOUIS. P.

GORR PAGETWO LINE g BETWEEN BRXX WORD 12 AND | RM
END

ERT
FBI WASH DC
TUP

CC-MR. ROSEN
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Y May 24, 1969
GENERAL INVESTIGA ‘VE DIVISION

ThlS is case involving murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Attached advises that Jerry Ray, brother
of James Earl Ray, refused to be interviewed
on the advice of attorney J.B. Stoner.

Jerry Ray previously made statements in

the press today he had evidence concerning

a conspiracy involving the murder of
Martin Luther King.

’ Stoner is Vice Chairman of the

National States Rights Party, an anti-

Semitic and anti-Negro organization with

headquarters based in Savannah, Georgia.

' Stoner is also one of three attorneys of

record for James Earl Ray.

A hearing is set at Memphis,

Tennessee, on 5/26/69 and at this time the
judge will act on motions filed by attorneys
of James Earl Ray requesting a new trial.

You will be advised of pertinent

devel t
Sﬁ?&‘é‘;j = /5 W
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 Tolson

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT "
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asper
Memorandum col
Felt
W . ‘ Gale
TO . Mr. DeLoach~~ /<= DATE:  May 26, 1969 Seltven
Tave!
S 1 - Mr, DeLoach
FROM : A, Rofe 1l - Mr., Rosen folnes
- B A 1l - Mr, Malley
7 é) y 1 - Mr, McGowan
SUBJEGT: “MURKIN - l - Mr, Long
; - : 1 - Mr. Bishop
1

P/ - Mr. Sullivan L:iﬂlé;
y

This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Assistant Special Agent in Charge Clifton O, Halter
of our Memphis Office has advised that Judge Arthur Faquin,
Criminal Court, Memphis, Tennessee, today has granted the
motion of the State to dismiss motion for a new trial for
James Earl Ray filed by Ray's attorney.

ACTION:

You will be kept advised of pertinent developments.
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Tolson
DelLoach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
Trotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

0-26 (Rev. 7-27-67)

UPI-110

(RAY)

MEMPHIS--CRIMINAL COURT.JUDGE ARTHUR FAQUIN TODAY TURNED
DOWN A REQUEST FOR A NEW TRIAL BY JAMES EARL RAY, THE ADMITTED
KILLER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING |

FAQUIN RULED THAT RAY ®KNOWINGLY, INTELLIGENTLY AND PROPERLY"
PLEADED.GUILTY TQ THE KING PSLAYING’ DURING HIS TRIAL MARCH

0. AFTER ACCEPTING A PRE-ARRANGED 99-YEAR PRISON SENTENCE, :
Y CHANGED HIS MIND AND SAID HIS LAWYER HAD PRESSURED HIM

}INTO PLEADING GUILTY.

1 FAQUIN SAID THERE WAS AMPLE EVIDENCE FROM THE MINUTES

'or THE TRIAL THAT THE GUITY PLEA WAS PROPER, |

RAY, WARING A BROWN CHECKED SPORT COAT, OLIVE TROUSERS AND A
YELLOW’ TIE, SAT QUIETLY DURING THE HEARINE, CONFERRING ONLY
ONCE WITH HIS ATTORNEY, HE WAS BROUGHT HERE FROM THE STATE .
PRISON AT NASHVILLE UNDER HEAVY GUARD LAST THURSDAY.

FAQUIN INHERITED THE CASE WHEN THE TRIAL JUDGE, W. PRESTON
BATTLE, DIED MARCH 31.
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