








e IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATEIECEIVED FOR EiNiiM

- | FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE 2038 Fa
NASHVILLE DIVISION | o s

i ;7 OAPR 1 L La
i JAMES EARL RAY, ] A - BRANDGN lerk -

Resident of Tennessee By

V. ' o ] Civil No. 5380

PERCY FOREMAN, Resident of
Texas, WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, ]
Resident of Alabama

The complaint or petition in this action was filed
on this date, April 11, 1969, in which the plaintiff,
James Earl Ray, now confined in the State Penitentiary
at Nashville, sues the defendants, non-residents of
Tennessee, to void certain alleged contracts and td
obtain injunctive relief restfaining thi defendants
from making further disclosure of certain alleged facts

.surrounding the slaying of Dr. Martin Luthef King, Jr.

An attorney, Robert W. Hill, Jr., duly licenéed‘to prac=
tice in Tennessee, and J. B. Stoner, an attorney of
Georgia, are attorneys of record. It has Peen reéresente§
to the Court DBy the said attorney, Robert W. Hill, Jr.,
that it is vitally necessary in connection with the
representation of the plaint;ffithat he be permitted to
interview the plaintiff, and to obtain information which
'is indispensable to the prosecution of plaintiff's claim,
In addition, the Court has received a letter from the

plaintiff in which he states that he is filing the civil
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case and that his attorneys are the said Robert W.‘Hill;
Jr. and J. B. Stoner. |

The representation has been made to thé Court by
the said attorney Hill that the state authorities gave
refused to permit him to interview the plaintiff in the
State Peniteptiary. .The Court requested the Chief Deputy
Clerk of the Court to contact proper state-officiéls to
see 1f they would not permit the said attorney to have
‘access to plaintiff in the penitentiary withodt the
necessity of a court order. .The Clerk was advised that
this could'not'bé dohe.

In view of these circumstances, it'appears‘to the

court that it is appropriate in the interest of justice

‘to issue an instanter order directing the Warden of

the State Penitentiary, and the Commissioner of Corrections

.of Tennessee, to permit the'attorney, Robert W. Hill, JrQ'u

to have access to his client, James Earl Ray, in the
Tennessee State Penitentiary on this'date,'undér such
conditions as will permit privacy betweeﬁ the plaintiff
and his attorney and willvmaintain proper securiﬁy.

It is; therefore, ORDERED that the united States
Marshal forﬁhwith serve ﬁpéaxhake F. Russell, Wafden,
Tennessee State Penitentiary, Nashville, Tennessee, and
Harry S. Avery, Commissioner of Corrections of Tennessee,

& certified copy of this order and that said officials

be, and they are hereby,'directed to permit Robert W.:

2
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Hill, Jr. to have access to the plaintiff, James E&rl
Ray, on this date for the purpose of cqnsulting with
him in regard to the present action and any other matters
coming within the scope of the_;aid‘attorneysW employment
and representation, with all necessary provisions being
‘made to maintain the security'of the plaintiff and all
other parties, and the plaintiff's confinement in the
penitentiary. |

The said‘state officials shall allow thé said
attorney the same access to ‘the plaintiff under the same
 cdnditions at all reasonable times in the futurg during'

the pendency of this action.

r.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE |
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TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE WILLIAM E. MILLER OF THE DISTRICT COuKT

MIDDLE DIVISION, TENNESSEE

JAMES EARL RAY,

§
Resident of Tennessee >
= § NO. \5,.“ £o
§
VS.
. S SRR E D
| s |
| PERCY FOREMAN, Resident of "APRi 1;0&@
| Texas, WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, § o v
Resident of Alabama g BRANZZ M !'—"‘r':f!S,:?Aer}'
Bydj& e rr'(“,?/

) iSeBiery
B " ST AR
: ry

PETITION. / /

Your petitioner would respectfully sﬁow the Court:

That this cause is subject to federal jurisdiction iﬁ‘
that there is a diversity 6f'citizenship (see caption) and that
the subject matter of this suit is in ;xcess of $10,000.

‘That he is presently in .the Tennessee State Peniténtiary
at Nashville, serving time upder a sentence of 99 years imposea'
by the Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tennessee,'ﬁhe Honorable
Judge Preston Battle (now deceased) then presiding.

That he was imposed upon by the respondents in the 1

\

following manner: Petitioner first consulted'with Arthur J. Haneéé“
an attorney at law in the State of Alabama, ‘and that they reached‘
a tentative agreement for the said Hanes to defend him on a charge |
of murder. The petitioner charges that hé was before and at all
times since in jail without bail and under every restrictive se-

curity. Petitioner would show that after the original meeting with

Hanes that he and Hanes started a line of discussion relative to

Hanes' fee and expenses.

That Hanes revealed to the petitioner that he had been

approached by the respondent, Huie, and that Huie would be willing
to pay large sums of money for the exclusive rights to the story
|-

of your petitioner's life, including any and all facts surrounding :

the petitioner's alleged involvement in the slaying of Martin

Luther King (whom petitioner at that time stood charged with mux-

LERT W, AL, R,
HENTLY O LT ING
TAATTANLGGA,
‘niESIT 37402 || |
v CiB/28/,-00:8 . l
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dering). After being assured by Mr. Hanes that his rights pendi:
the homicide case would not be prejudiced or imperiled, the pe- '
titioner entered into a contract through Mr. Hanes with the respon-i
dent Huie (a copy of which, together with'other material contracts

and correspondence, is attached hereto).

Your petitioner would show the Court that he at all times
depended wholly upon the advice of Mr. Hanes until such time as
Percy Foreman, the lawyer from the Texas Bar, entered into the case|
At this point in time, the petitioner released Mr. Hanes and de-
pended fully upon the advice of said Percy Foreman.

Your petitioner wouid show that hL initially entered into
a contract with Mr. Hanes, but that through an amendatory agreement
indﬁced by Mr. Percy Foreman, he signed a contréct by virtue of
which Mr. Hanes was released upon the promise t6 be paid some
$35,000 by}Mr. Huie. Under the amendatory contract, Mr. Foreman

was to receive all rights formerly to have been Mr. Hanes'.

However, Mr. Foreman was to receive further rights in regard to

vexclusive stories, motion picture contracts, re-run contracts,
télevision rights, etc. In other words, Mr. Percy Fbreman was to
receive everything which might othérwise have been the property of
James Earl Ray, in return for defending James EarlyRay.

The petitioner believes that the defendant Foreman has

some sort of power of attorney so that on the face of said power"
. : [
of attorney, Foreman, if not restrained, will in all probability. -

, _
further act in the name of the petitioner to the petitioner's det-
riment in these and other matters.

Your petitioner was not versed in the law relative to
!
contracts in general or, more specifically, contracts between

attorney and client. Nor was he sufficiently knowledgeable or in=-

formed about the peril of. his course, as made obvious by the fact

) : (
that said agreements could and would adversely affect the defense t?
lin his criminal case. -

Petitioner charges that the respondent Foreman advised,

then cajoled, then pressured him into pleading guilty to the afore-i

mentioned charge of murder in the first degree. Amcng other things),

i
H
i
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the said Foreman told him that this course waé the only way to save
petitioner's life - all of this in spite of the fact that petitione
had at all times protested his innocence to Mr. Foreman.

1 Petitioner now believes and charges that neither respon-
dents ever intended for him to have a fair trial and testify in his
own behalf, as this would then make the facts and testimony public
property and no one would or could have exclusive fights in the
matter.

Petitioner charges that Foreman informed him that the
only way to raise enough money to pay his fee was to sign over
such.rights as he had. Petitioner at this time had full faith in
his attorney and acted strictly in accordance with his attorneY's
advice. He did not know that such acts actually prejudiced his
fights in the criminal case and caused to arise a serious conflict
of interest which rendered it impossible for Mr. Foreman to well
and truly represent him., There was no way for the petitioner to
know that Mr. Foreman had, in fact, positioned himself in such a
manner as to have a strong monetary interest in having his client
found guilty and sentenced to a 99 year term for a crime which he
did not commit. Mr. Foreman did not tell the petitioner, nor d4did
the petitioner know, that there have been no executions in this -
state within the past decade and that the "bargaining" for the
99 year sentence could have easily been done by almost any student
fresh out of law school. No ability, experience, or exhaustive
research would be necessary to obtain the said results, particularl]
in view of the fact that petitioner at all times prior thereto pro-
claimed his innocence.

Petitioner would further show that the presiding judge,
Judge Preston Battle, in an effort to keep down unnecessary pub-
licity had enjoined all parties, including the attorneys, from re-
leasing to the Press any statements relating to the petitioner
and/or his case. That in spite of this injunction, respondent
Foreman released statements to his co—respbndent Huie, said state-
ments purported to be from this petitioner. That such statements,
even when and if the same were made by the petitioner, were state-

ments of a confidential nature and privileged between client and

attorney.
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Petitioner charges that there has since appeared in a
national magazine an article in which Huie sets forth certain
stayements purportedly made by the petitioner. Even if such state-
ments were true, which petitioner denies, they could only have beenj
based upon statements made to his lawyer, therefore bringing them
under the rule of privilege between attorney and client (a copy
of said magazine is filed herewith). |

Finally, petitioner charges that ndt only does the above
conduct violate the relationship of attorney and client, but also
violates Canon No. 6 of the professional etﬁics set forth by the
American Bar Association and which have been adopted by the state.
Petitioner avers that the relationship of attorney and client
existed at all times whenever he talked with any of his lawyers,
but that he was never told, nor did his lawyer explaiﬁ to him,
the trué monetary aspects of the case or that the reception of
such money under the conditions of the contract hereto attached
would imperil petitioner's rights in tﬁe homicide case and violate
the mandates of the Honorable Judge Preston Battle, now deceased.

From what he has now learned and believes, petitioner
charges that his final attorney, Mr. Percy Foreman, was the agent
of the co-respondent William B. Huie and was in fact looking out
for his own (Foreman's) and his principal's (Huie) monetary in-
terests, rather than the rights of this petitioner.

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, PETITIONER PRAYS:

1. That he be allowed to file this petition and that

proper process issue and be served upon the respondents

and/or their agents, requiring them to appear at the
earliest day convenient to be set by this Court, and

to answer this complaint fully, but not under oath, their

oath to the same being waived.

2. That a preliminary injunction issue enjoining the

respondents from the further exposure of the alleged

facts surrounding the slaying of Martin Luther King, in-
sofar as such alleged facts affect the petitioner, or

purport to involve this petitioner with said killing.
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Pétitioner prays that upon the final hearing of this
cause that said injunction be made final.

. '3. That any and all contracts entered into by the parties

| ; described above be voided or nullified and that all parti

respbndent;be perpetually enjoined from pursuing their
course by reason of any alleged contractual agreements
or powers of attorney. |
4. That all costs pursuant to petition ﬁé taxed against
.the respondents. |

5. That he be granted such other anera1-relief as the

T bt ALl

JV B. STONER ' -ROBERT W. HILL’
Attorney for Petitioner Attorney for Petltloner

equities of this cause may demand.

STATE OF TENNESSEE:
COUNTY OF DAVIDSON:
I, JAMES EARL RAY, first having been duly sworn, make
oath that the matters and facts stated in the foregoing petition
are true to the best of my knowledge, information and belief and

that owiﬁg to my poverty, I am unable to bear the expense of the

suit which I am about to bring.

/ .
_// Sr IR el 623/ o ¢

J@MES EARL RAY - v -

Sworn to and subscribed before me,
is the [/-- dagpf April, 1969. |

NQ?ARYAgﬁBLIC

RN

My commission expires: 7} J/F)N /970
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Mr. James Earl’ Ray, ‘._.;5;
“'Shelby County Jail, ...=:,
*Memphis, Tennessee. e

.-~

4n
'{'

‘Dear James Earl:

LI
Y e

. You. have heretofore assxgncd to me all of your
royalties from magazine articles, book, motion. picture or
other revenus to be derived from the writings of Wm. Rade
ford Huie. These are my own property unconditionally.

. . However, you have heretofore authorized and re ~
quested me to negotiate a plea“of guilty if the State of

Tennessee througn its Dietricb.Attorpev Geheral and wit _
the approval of the trial judge would waive the death pen- °
alty. You agreed to accept-a sentence of 99 years.

It is contemplated,that your case will be dis -

-

‘fb ;%

"'\.‘".-." YN

>
N

® 4t -

S

AT e
PR\

‘e

IS TR PP RIS, W

%

nniew

.y i

“onl Aty

posed of tomorrow, March.10, by the above plea and sentence. '
This will shorten the trial considerably. In consideration '~

of the time it will save me, I am willing to make the fol -
lowing adjustment of my fee arrangement with you:

If the plea 1s entered and thc sentence accepted
and no ‘embarassing cjrcumstances take place in the court
room, I am willing to assign to any bank, trust company or
1ndividual selected by you all my *‘ecelpts wnder the above
assignment in excess of $165,000,00. These funds over and

-
-l

. ..

v.

-a
- W

above the first #165,000.00 will be held by such bank, trust

company or 1ndividual subject to your order.

I have either spent or obligated myself to spend
in excess of §14,000.00, and I think these expenses should
be paid in addition to a £150,000.00 fee. I am sure the ex=
penses will exceed $1% OOO 00 but I am willing to rest on

that figure.

Yopyys truly, \

. )

PF-4 M’?‘Jf“
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(A T Law e er$ - fﬁ .-€ :
Prreey Forisan. s S %

816 2001 COALT MU NI ) ‘ '.‘,. ,

MAIN AY AUSK HOUsTON, X AN 77000 CA -932¢ .3 4
. : 0 %
‘s
‘ . v e
March 9, 1949 , . -2
. . :-.
!
. 3
. ¢
- - LY S(
Mr. James rarl iay, .
Shelby County Jail, ' R oo
Memphis, Texas. . ‘ .
Near Jumes barl: .

[ ]

You hwvo asiked that T advance to Jerry ..ay tive .

(5500400) of tie 5,000, CQ", reacirinue. Lo the fivslw five ' v
tinousand dollars paid by kme Bradfcrd Hule. On January "
29th, lMr. ilule advanced an additional 75,000.00. At that "t
t: e I had gpent in exces:z of £9,45::0,00 on your case, .
Sirce then, I lave spent in ¢xcess of 4,000,060 additional, .
st I am w31 1line vto advarte vy 200,00 wnd cda v
it te the 105,000,000 mentioned in my orher letter to you 3
today. In othor words, T would roceive the first 165,500, 00. .

But I woulu nci icake any other advances - just this one 500,00, . e
- And thi3 advuance, also, is continrent upon the plea T
of gullty und sentence going throurh on March 10, 1959, without '
any unsoemly conduct on your pirt in court, , ;
| four trU]y, MW )
/ %/ i
Pl l
T~ r.l. Tho rifle and the white mustang are vied up in the - ‘
el suft “ived by enfro Hays. Courct casta and attorneys . .

tees will be nece sary, perhaps, to jget them relic:nel,
7 will credit the 16%,500,00 :ith whatever they bring
over the cost of obtainine tiem, {r any.' //

o el P e

Moda e Lo s pmsaes Mo @Al h

Ty
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Pt A .t -+ " March 7, 1969 - s
T Dear Jumes Ray.... S e "
- v .. Enclosed you w:.ll fmd. - ' | - (Rl )
) I O
N 1. The omgmal agreement signed by you, Mr. Hanes, : R I
AL R - and me. RS
.'.lk‘.';-' . . [ 4 ’ N . . 'l;,' .'{1-- v
Lo 2. The letter attached to that agveement by which I P R
L agreed to advance $35,000 in anticipation of - ’
SRR B earnings from this project. o 1\ o
' ' : : ‘ T T v fE
3. Receipts from your attorneys for the $40,000 3 N
which I have advanced to date. ($30,000 to Mr. NN b
. Hanes and $10,000 to Mr. Foreman.) . ( 3
. L[]
Lomn rien hAving, Sent o you. fran my attomeys,‘ ! . ,\5 e
. the Supplementary Agreement which was sigried by Mr. Foreman, - N e i *j re
- Mr. Hanes, you and me. I suggest that you sign another RO SR
" copy of this for Mr, Foreman, so0 that we can have twp , ‘ : _o‘;-',-.-:,;éy .
copics bearing all four original sm,mture oo ,: : .,-?j.
: C . . s i DU |
This gives you copies of all agreements existing S R "J
between you and me; and you will note that I have followed SRR B
them to the letter. I will continue to do so. . ' ;‘
' . ’ ) ‘ . ., h .
. To this date this project has earned $30,000. Additional T ¢
AR earnings will shortly be received from LOOK magazine, from . S PR
¥ . foreign magazines, and from Dell Pubhshmg Company. which . LR AN K
L will publish the book in May. I R
o LOOK Magazine will publish my next article on April 15th. RO
) The Look, titled HE SLEW THE DREAMER, will be published about AR TN A
May 15th. 4
’ »-’) ..(.,‘ ~\ ’.“
ML I am currently negotiating with Carlo Ponti, the N :
S film producer, over picture rights. I'll keep you informed “. '} o %
e ". ) of developments. ' e £
St ‘ - S AR
. As soon as you are moved to Nashville, I will attempt Y. K Pee
v o * to see you....or rather we will attempt to get permission T j SRR
for you to see me. We need a picture of you to use on the CoTNe
front cover of the book. G
Jerry keeps in touch with me; and if it is your desire _ ‘ L
, you can count on me to keep in touch wuh you md\ fmrcl" SR
I'11 help you in any way I can. . P
. And of course I will keep both you and Mr. Forsan o 1 ‘
+ informed as to eamm;vs. . T awndy
.. .....Beat wxshes. ‘.LLM RIALRISS LS

<
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:éj o , Mr. Arthur J. Hanes . RS oL T -
e : ' Attorney at Law v Ce A
o ' . 617 Frank Nelson Building o L -
- B . . LT N .o k4 Ao ‘ M ¢
g . Birmingham, Alabama 35203 : e : i ,
A e : - ! ’ o ' . . ' R . et
v B ' ' e I LT .
SN .Dear Art: .. - ‘ .  F
Y . . ] ) . R ‘.
‘.‘_ . . . 1"_ .
' This letter is meanc to be part of our Agreement, signed on ..

P . thic date, and is an extension and clarzfzcatlow of Article ;" .-

B S . 5. of said Agrcement. o x -«
ST, .. It is kncown and underctood by you, Ray, and me that all ade }{;;'
f.;:'f" B . vances nade by publishers to an author on a boox contract ° "

oo S0 " are merely loans, rcturnable in full if, - for any reason whate- -
“t oot . .. . ever, the book is not completed and accepted; and these ad- - | *
e R -~ vances or loans become inccme.to the Author only after com-
W ‘ pletion of the bcok and after its acceptance by the -publisher.

® . caum

-
~
-

L e
.

Therefore, any monics paid by me to you and Ray while I am re-'.
'searchiﬁg'and writing this bcok are, in effect,. loans from me .
.to the two of ycu. However, under the circumstances, I am - .
Wk, -omsaler (Lo minacs or zdvances madce by me to the
. , two of you nen-returnablae, if you a;d Ray will agree that R
A o . these payments or advances chall not exceed the following . ., -

o,
SV o -

N Togn - # e g.e .
IERALH S, .

.
S
~
r

-, :
—_—
S -

-~
g

. by
. schcdule of payments: vy
L a 1. 'On the s*cn;ng ‘0f the first or bookv contract, ;‘i- -

L
-

.
w b ..u'n.o--‘-.ai-.'..m"'

;gf "l AT will pay you the sum of $10,000.00. It is assumed that this
T : ’ L wzll be on or aoout Ju}y A5th, not later than Jul/ 20th. «}é

2.- On thgffi st day after Ray hae bcen locged in a Ja11 e
“in the United States, I will p;y $5000. It is assuned that )
this will be about Augus, lst : e

@

3.  One montﬁ after Rav has been lodged in the United ' o

. States, I will’ pa/ $5000 o . i . {“pw‘-{".
el g _ N S e
. : ‘ . ' [\ . ’
4., Similaxly, a month later, another $5000 » Th e 1
B & ‘ o N '
v 5.u S.xmz.larly4 a month- later, another $5000,
K ';‘, ( lg . LN -.n - .
wt Simzlarlv. a- ror th later, anothcr $SOOO
N b . * [ . W -7 c B
. : UL I SR .
;o RS ; ‘ “ e
A S YR ' , - ©
+ . ) AT W
. St . \ - " .
L . o ?;," .'. i. “I »
Y s LI . .‘.'x' . Y , ~ ver
. . ‘,i-;s K O AT s
¢ (‘. L : . K .l ‘:'.":‘:.' .‘- ‘.“ :“ . " '.."e P N
;e -~ ': ~:‘.';'J\Ll.--‘ Vrveln LIEA N
ta v RERPTIN {(.-,,_ : N .
) s ATLRL ""‘.""‘ R "
. 1"‘;,‘ 'l"" ) »'q TR ‘.y "‘“" A 4.
, . : ‘.,-. - o np f J'd o o ‘,‘\ . 1 3
. ”‘.’. o K . "é‘ " . ',.c s l..:; - .t *
v e e e s
f;.“."‘ : . "_"Y‘ e e
" . <‘ ’ .*':0'",, Ao A '.i
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. " . 7. Similarly, a month later, another §$5000. R
Cae e ' C ' ' e : LT M
f; - In short, on signing, on Ruy's return, and during the first }
- e . five months after his return, I am obligating m{aclf to pay v
~ e you and Ray, under terms of our Agrecment, to pay you and o
§ ' Ray a total of §$35,000.' All payments, as per our Agrecment, r
v . will bao made to you by my agent, Ned Brown, and thesc payments, .

L in equal amounts, will be charged agalnst whatever may becone

- .a T&Q\‘.’

o . due to you and Ray under the Agreement.
L - ) . ' .
e o Five months after Ray's return, assuming that I receive all f
-ﬁi: Bl - the cooperation from you and Ray guaranteed by the Agreemeht, Q;\
S . _ I cxpect to have completed the book, or to have obtained legal . ; ™~
i(; . o Lo extentions from the publicher, you and Ray. Normally a pub- }
‘E"ly. .. = lisher has 30 days in which to accept or reject the boox. Onc: -y
N AR ISEERCI " the book has been accepted, the entire publishing advance will ..
;; ST CL +°  be paid; and thereafter, all payments made to me, from any and ,’
Y T all sources, will be income, not loans; and this income will bc ..+
‘ﬁﬁfﬁ’ . : : " . divided and paid promptly as provided under the Agreement. N
} - ) Your signature, along with that of Ray affixed by you under f'?

- o

»»> -

¢
- . . .

‘{.'{5. . ' your Power of Attorney, will attest Agreement .
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ASRAREMANTY chitered inkg FR1G day AF Juiy, .Alovan, Lo T s
" by and between William Bradford Huie (herein "Author"), Jameg . % 7 2.7 vl
;-.Earl Ray (hcrein "Ray") and Axthur J, Hanes (hercin "Hanos"). I TR 4
e - SRRy S
1. Thxs Agrcemcnt is entered lnto w;th reference to ."‘r'}f.:'Jéfg
. the follcwxng. . . T ety
el . i - :—.:
, : v;;’~' ' (a) Author is and has becen.for many years a wt;te: } ﬂi@
- Tovtof international reputation and has had numerous books and . R R
R *av articles publxuhcd and "crialx cd throughout the world, R .;‘ps,ﬁg
RN ST ‘ o L A B
1 . '. .:: ’ s’t * ' .-": ’ e, \."’ ';
[ - (b) Ray has been charged with the murder of Martzn ';J,-?-.;ﬁi‘
e ." Luther King, Jr.; and it is anticipated that a trial (herein ST e
. . © - "the Trial") of Ray for such murder wxll be held in the State - . e
T - "of Tennessee in the near future. o o ,-&.ﬂZ; N
N : : L e e
P T ' (c) Hanes is an attornrey at law lxcensed to prac- B l-.;gf,
;}ww; . tice as such in the State of Alabama; Ray and Hanes and each of .'L_-.qtio,
AR - them represent that Ray has engaged Hanes to act as his attorney .- ‘hﬁ )
- W e in the Trial, that Hanes has accepted such engagement and that O AT B
;"o T he will so act. T e, uﬁ
St ’ : ' . : Yo S 5
P - . . At ’
e . (d) - Author proposes to write hterary mater:.al T f, v ;,{{
st + dealing with the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., the - . 5}1<,5q\\
. ' 8lleged participation of Ray therein, and the Trial, for the BT
. . Ppurpose of establishing the truth with respect thereto. : N hiQ
SN . , TR
N _ {e) Ray and Hanes are desirous of assisting Autho: PR
a?we - Y in guch writing by furnishing to him such material relative to" '”fgﬁb*i??;
, .the .ub)ect matter of such writing which Author might not othcr-~ “, " S
wirce e able to whuain, R ., Ny L
BN g IR S e oy
s RO 2. Ray and Hanes and each of them aqrce that they wlll:bﬁ T
S usc their best efforts to arrange as many personal intervicws fn.i< 'é’
"+ Dbetween Author and Ray and on the earliest occasions which may:.: "\ o5,
- . be permitted by the authority having jurisdiction over the - -7 :7 ‘i '~q
institution in which Ray is then confined; and that they and = Coey
"o .. . each of them on such occasions and otherwise, through llanes or st ‘?
T . other persons, will impart to Author such information {(herein f:,.~*¥l;ip
s + - . the "Private Material") with respect to the assassination of. '~ Lo ’,}v
.. . Martin Luther King, Jr., the alleged participation of Ray . .. _.vru-%ﬁi\
' L therein, and the life and activities of Ray, as they or either .- *. iy,
: of them may have or reasonably may be able to obtain: and that Lo !
- Author shall have the right to usc the Private Material or any R vtga
. part thereof in his writing of said literary material. ' ' -;gj,
. & - .".i_ ..
' t 3. The literary matcrial which Author proposes to Lt %{§\
write as aforesaid, including such of the Private Material as ‘f';;gii
.. Author in Dhis sole discretion clects to use, is hereinafter R
. ' referred to as "said work™. Author shall have, and if and to USRI
R « the extent that they or cither of them have any rights, titles, ; $${
e or intcrests therein, Ray and Hanes, and cach of them, give, RN
‘ ‘ scll, assign and transfer to Author, forever, the following n
\ . . aboolute, exclusive and unqualified rights: the right to write
‘ . gaild work and to use the same, in whole .or in part, in whatever

M S+, ganner Author in his sole.discretion may elect, including but
rowet - v'pnet lirited to the right to make and/or cause to be made maga= - -+ Yy
zine, book, dramatic, motion picture, television and/or other
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adaptations of every kind, of caid work or any part thereof,’
.and for the purpose of mnPLng any of gaid adaptations Author

‘or his designecsa may change, integpolate in, add to or subtract

from or make foreign lnnqn :qe vevsinng ofy 8a:d worky to such
oxtent ags Author in his sole discretion may elect; the cole

.and exclusive right to make motion p;cturcs and teclevision

" pictures of all kinds based in whole or in part on said work

and/oxr containing characters of suid work (including remakes
of and/or scquels to any such picturcu), with the right to

" sell, lecage, license and generally deal in the same throughout

the world, forever; the right to use the name, voice and/or
lixeness of Ray and Hanes, or cither of them, in or ‘das the
title of said work; the right to cbtain conyright in the name
of Author or otherwise in all countries throuqhoLt the world, - -
in and to said work and/or ary of said adaptations: tle sole
and exclusive right to necgotiate for, execute and deliver, in
the name of Author alonc or in the rames of Author, Ray, and
Hanes, or any-of them (but without consulting with or obtain-
ing the approval or consent of Ray or Hares thercto), cuch

.licenses, grants, agreenents, and contracts with respect to said

'work, any of said adaptations, and/o:r any of the rights hercin—

above get forth, as Author in his sole discretion may ele

for this purpose (but without llﬂltzrg the generality of the
forecgoing) PRay and Hanes and each of them hereby. irrevocably
arpoint Author the true and lawful attorney of them and each

of them to negotiate for, cxecute ard deliver, in the rames of
Author, Ray and Hanes, or any, of them, 2s Author may elect, any

~and all such licenses, grants, agreements and contracts. .

4. Without in any manner limiting thc generality of
the foregoing, Ray and Hancs and cach of them .agree, upon
demand, to exccute and deliver to Author or his designeces any
and all such instruments, including but not limited to assigne-’
pents, connente, &0 vmavalz, and releasces, which in the judcment

0. Aulliur may be necesscary or desirable to implement, cff{cctuate

or protect the rights of,or rights, titles and interests herein

"given or agrced to be given to,Author W1th tegpect to said work

and/or any of said adaptatlono.

. e
. ., :
5. In full cénsideraticn for all richts, tltlcs and interests |

" given or azrced to be given by Ray and Hanes to Author hereunder and. A .
for all agreexents and acts of Ray and Hanos hereunder or pursuant .
'hcruto, Author agrees to pay to Ray and h-.eﬁ cach, thirty per cent -
of the gross ruceipts from caid work. All rc:clpts shall be paid to
“and collected by the'Aufhor's azent, MNed -.C&ﬂ Inz., 315 South
Baverly Drive, Ecvérly Hills, Calif., and caid Author's agent shall
ruke payrents to Ray and Henes each, or thelr respective designe

cr assignees, within ten d‘""aff;; receint.  The Author's agent
ghall also, at quarterly intervals, furmnish statevents reflectirg all
transactions ip'rcasoﬁable catail, The Auther's agent shall also,

vithin ten days after their co=pletion, furnish to Pay and Hanes

copics of any and all centracts entervd into by the Author.

e o '
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L "o Lt
o ™ : G.  Notwiths L.mdan .myunnq ¢luewhere hercin conta).ncd, T I
NI ~ the partics c“cprcouly undcr.ﬂ.ﬂml und agree ao follow_,g | .. f
BEEIE YOl ) . : ) . .
i v (a) l\uthor has no obligution of any kind to Ray, .. .
;;-ﬁ' L : ‘Hancs or others to write or make or couse to be written or made Y.
e . . said work or any of said ad\ptationa, or to use any of ‘the A
e oMt " private Material in said work or said adaptations. Author has el
e T not represented, warranted or agrecd and does not represent, e
ey warrant or agreec that if he docs write or make or causce to be T ey
RS written or made said work or any of said adaptations he will® IR e

4 . in fact enter into any license, grant, agrcement or contract : X
N rclative thereto, or that in any event there will be any Author's i
nct profits from said work in any particular amount or at all,
: . > 3
' (b) D 3 s puderyTrana e 14 O 0 oot "—'r,."“—’“""'t”'Vl(‘w 4
..-, Royyrx \To—r'tx >l O3 T S ety -k-,r\-u—.b.g ’\"'-—0"\1‘)0 : 4
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4 R £_ - . . .
. (c) Author shall receive credit for the wr;tlng -
’ for said work and/or said adaptatlona in such manner as Author R
* may clcct. : ¢
. ) e . . '
»~ :
Ve e 7. This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to
o the benefit of the parties hereto and their respective personal .»2
rcorcrcntatxve executors, administrators, heirs, legatees, Y|
r . ""” ray tronsfer or assian this Agreement, all o>
. or any part of the rxghts, titles and interests herein given or ... | Ny
v ~agreed to be given to Author hercunder, and/or all or any part A
of any rights herein referred to, to any persons, firms and/or .L}
Foe—— corporations. . ,...,.
. e T IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have exccuted . l
" this Agx:ecment as of the date first above written. . R
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’ B o &Jame.. Earl Ray _ . .o
. N . N . ‘.\l'
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\) . : . ' o Lt undu\d TR [-.z.z " }.OSLY,‘/\ ( -\./ e rmmdlly Appoaied . ., i q
o . N WILLIA. BRAUEORL LUK knc.m to me to be the pcrson . K
W N L i
2. * . Y . whose name iz subseribed to the vithln {nstrument . . !
-~ ‘ _ and acknowledged that he exccuted the same., ' :
. . . _' ' . b
1 : WITHESSEZH my hand and omcm scal. ' Ci g
.'\ M - - " . .
; . ' ' . S T
) ‘ ' ’ (/ ‘<? ,p—"‘ % - \
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o ot nndomigml -—(/Vj"' vsg‘ personally appesved ) R
. . JAMES EARL I’u\. Lnown Lo e r.o ba the ‘person wvhose ’ ';‘

. .
) K ' name 1{s subceribed to the within instrunent and . . -
acknovledred that he executed the same. R
P . WITNE S.»"Ill ry hand and official seal, ; . J ‘
. wee D T R 4 . ..
. . 'S
- . /) %9
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- - STATE OF TENNESSEE | ... .- = I
COUNTY OF S'H-‘.Lﬁf ‘l'f-:.; "' R
Q‘ﬁtl “ankha, Yilliam Bradford Huio ("Author"), JAMF° LARL | N
:‘m RAY (Ray") and: ATTHUR J. iinzs ("nanes") did, -on or abowt ,.f

; A July gth, 1968 enter into what hns been called a "Basic | Y ) %
’ﬁ';r‘ Agreoment" rolating to the writinp of. certain literary mntcrial ',? .;J; |
f«f by Author and tho grant of cortain rightavto Author by Ray and ° ‘- ﬁg
N Hanos; and  , .. R K
’f,_:' WHEKEAS, ON and aftor July 5th, 1968 by assignmnnt agrco- E ,g
3[!:5 ments, Rny aosignod to- Hanes at firet a portion of his interest - {é
i?iif’ .\in any monoyu accruing to’ Hanes under said Basic- Agrecment, and'_fé; ﬁ%
T, .
;2 : 4 "later ‘the said Ray assigned to:the said Hanes all of his 1ntcr-).;&r” :j j
5- oat in said monoys 80 accruing undor any agrooment or ayroononts E ﬂé;
g "with sald Author, and ;-faﬁ -;‘g:. T S
%:} wHEtEAS by an instrument doaignatod "Amendatory Agrocmont""&;' 'z
731;; " on the ¢9th day of-Janunry, A. Dey 1068, also entored into by nnd; ' ;
v - \botwoon tho sald Author and the said Ray and Hanes, tho'snid ' 1;;,ﬂi§
o Hanos d1d by said’ Amendatory Agreement ‘transfer and aasign to ) fwf- ;i
F Ray all of his (Hanes') right title and interest in, to and un-'f: !g
: %{ '“ . der said Basic Agreoment and the Assignment Agreemente, includingdi; 1:;

‘  £ " but not limitod to any and all moneys ahd other compensation of h: ’:
:~~§§‘\\\\ any kind to which the ssid Hanes may now or hereafter be entit- s l?
'. A \\1od-thereundor, and ST _ - ‘E
: WHEREAS, Porcy Forsman, a duly liéonsod and practicing attore ;

.. ney at law of H ouaton,'Toxas, has been admitted by the trial ,:
Judgoe at Memphis, Tennessee, to its bar for the purpose of rep- '_vg
':> resonting tho said James Earl Ray in the trials of aeases pend- ' ' th
; 1ng bafore said judge, saild admission having been at the roquoest . . i
!bf i in open court on November 12, 1968 made by the said Jamos Earl - 'f;
t;f: Ray, and tho oaid Ray desires to socuro the fees of tho said ate ‘; gt,
;}' . “torney for his said defonso, and Josires to assign to tho said N | ) Eii
f%.'“" Porcy Yoroman all of tho .rights, title nnd interest ho may have . ‘{ﬁé
'f'fT‘ ',or horetofore at any time may have had under any contract or con;': jf%iﬁ
f;{;?‘ tracts with the said Author and or as assighoe of any righ}u ut -T‘ zgii

& a e e e 2 e . 4
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S . . any timo hold by the said Hanos, and any and all rights of : 'ﬂ

FOP _~ whatoosver kind or character ho may have as a result of tho

- '\' . .".? '\ ' v - ‘ . ..v

Pl writings of said author and of thoir nubsoquont pudblication, N

' "AF' ) .",

_ including theo right to roceivo, acccpt and retain the proccodo .

derived from said righta in htu own namo nbsolutely, now, thoro-

.

. KNOJ ALL M:N DY THESE PRiSTNTS: | e
e ' THAT I, JAMES FARL RAY, presently in Memphis, Sholby Gunty' :_'3
i?»'l;- )f Tdnnoaccc,‘fof and in consideration of monie# heretoforo advane ';i
'{ﬁi oo K. ced by hinm in my bohalf and, furthor, in connidoration of his ".ué
f;, | srvicos horetoforo randaered in my bohalf and his agroemont to : 7(
:::  roprosent mp at the trial or trials of any cases presontly ponde ' .'fj
??~ ing against mo in Shelby Ounty, Tennesseo, have signed ovor, ‘ }‘g
: ‘given, conveyed and transferred, and do, by this instrument heré- ';
! | now give, assign, set over and trgnsfer to PERCY FORFMAN, of _3
Houston, Harris County, Texas, a 11 of my~afoéeaa1d right, titIQ\ :}é
and ~u.u vul 1w nid to the procceds tnnb woul.d othorwiso havo . fk‘
Q. accrued to mo pursuant to said Basic Agreement andto said Amondae ¢ ;iz
:'- tory Agreemont, and to all of my rights thereunder as wall as to :‘

any other right or rights that might be or have been mine bucauso

S ewi O AL A, & \"..“.*‘n—- 5“4‘-

of the Qriting and subsequeﬁt purblication of such writing by

said Author, whother included in said assignment by the said Hanes;

to me under the Amondatory Agrerment of January 29th, 1969, or

R
S
N\
)

oy
T
© ot

othcrwiso, said assipnment and trnnaforihoroin to tho said Percy

Foreman baing a bsolute and irrevocablo, and I here now authorizo

STV and direct cny porson , firm or corporation having funds duc and .
‘ |
; owlug mo Ly virtue of said Msic Agreement or any subsoquont as = | .3
§ oignments, including said Amendatory /Agroemont, or otherwioo owe_ | . {
‘T ing m3 bocauge of the writings of caid Author, to pay tho samo s
o d 8
- to the gaid Porcy Foroman, at his office in Houston, Harris ., R
whe
.: Toxas, in his own nara and as his own propofty. | ﬁ‘
by’ - d
h : : v
o IN WITN1SS Phoroof, I have signod this conveyanco, ausigne . \(g
wL mont and contract at Memphis, Lholby (., Tonnosses, thio tho ' 1}2
AP : : . . S Sy
A . « o 4
\ ':l . ) S,u
KRR S as ok
: J}‘ 's‘!.:- . N ‘ . _:.rl'_‘_' ]
.'.fl.- - ‘..:f\ . " 0.t "\" q»..,"".‘hl
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3rd day of Felruary, A. s, 1969, : R

|
\ o | A R
C . ; e S /f/'"}._
‘ ‘ < JAV STTL HAY '

R D

e

»

< .
L

- THE OSTATL OIF TEKNESUEE. i

COUKTY OF  SHELBY | .
D.FOIE ME, tho undersigned Notary Public in a#& for Shelby
EARL

.

County, Tennosseo, on this day per=onally appearcd JAM:S
_RAY, known to me to bo the porson whose name is signed to tho
foregoing instrumont, and he acknowledsod to me that the exocue

ted the samo for the purpose and consideration therecin expressede.

CIViN under my hand and seal of office at Mmmphis, Teanossee, :

this 3rd day of Fedbruary, A. ., 1969.

w -
| e C 2 ey
. LLleeq Lo Z/t—»ﬂ -
Notary oyllic In and’for Saelby (o.,
Tonncssoo.
My commission expires April 28, 1969. ‘
’
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' IMENDATORY AGREEMENT Y

) -
ty '. . "lJ
n’ |

. * ad

. ""
. .'k)
. . *s
. (hercin "Hanes").’ ' . v

-

~ ' : : ' Y
Lk (1) This Amendatory Agrecement is entered into with o

' . . »
- .

R reference to the following: "
"“ . * :‘ .

o ' (a)  The parties hereto have entered into a certain o .‘;

j‘v Yoo ) \ LN
&’ytf . .hgreement and letter agrcement supplementary thercto, both. : J‘

. v.'. . ’ ] . o
,: dated July 8, 1968 (herein "said Basic Agreement"), relating & - Sl

A "-n N !. . . , ) ) .. :
R to the writing of certain literary material by Author and Y -%
Ch vl
BSAA the grant of certain.rights to Author by Ray and Hanes. c
el 7. . i AT

?.-— . (b) Ray and Hanoc have entered into a certain docu- . -

‘_‘0 . . : i . . A

: N . ment entitled "Agreement” dated July 5, 1968 (herein the R -

)"'. o f ) . ’ a . . : . . ;-.-

’ ‘- “Assignment Agreement”) under which Ray assigned to llanes a L

t [ . NI s

v oL ' * portion of his intereat in any moneys accruing to Hanes under e
g . , N

%“ -+ paid Basic Agrecment AR RN S

Loab o ‘ - ! gg":{i,

IR R N ) . ooy

’-',,j T (c) Under and pursuant to said Basic Agreement p' / \ l’;

LT : ' . . C e

v - I\uthor hao in fact written and is presently writing certain T ‘4

" . . . i o ';...{

'.; S " literary matcrxal with respect to the murder of Martin Lut:het R

f . S King, Jr., Ray P alleged particxpat:.on 'in and Ray s commg AN ;

T st . b [ |

o K (PR ARINRAN]

1 o t.r:lal for ouch murder, and t‘he life and act:.vz.ties of, Ray. AR

o ‘é o o ' "‘ _' "(l,.\:' .

X - - gome of which material has becn and othcr of which will be & -6-.:_‘;

<y A<

';f Wt published 1n,iuaues of Look Magazme by Cowles Communications,'™ ,\'é .

R . . T S - . . P

[ . Inc. pursuant to a contract with Author,'and other of which . '\'r;.-

» . “ '. ‘ . . . e "J'

e paterial will ‘be published in book form by Dell Publishing ¢l

;' Co., Inc. pursuant to a contract with Author (the working o n ;§ "

1 i title of which book is "THEY SLEW THE DREAMER"). P e i"} .
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(d) At the time of the cxccuti?n of caid Basic -%4
€
Agrecment and {or some period thercafter, Hanes was engiged .
.“ .
. +, to act and did act as attorney for Ray in conncction with j
Ray's coming trial, but such engagement has been tcrminated, | o
. _ . R
Hanes no longer represents Ray as his attorney in any capa- -
. city, and Peréy Foreman, an attorncy at law, has becen sub- 'i
.2 A
SN stituted to act and now acts as attorncy foF Ray. . ;i
(c) The parties are desirous of effecting certain N
»
K releases and other acts with respect to said Basic Agreement '&'
‘ -« as hercinafter provided, -
; (2) Hanes does hercby transfer and assign to Ray all of T
: : ‘ i
n? Hanes' right, title and interest in, to and under said Basic vod
-‘.; ‘o ) ) 0 ‘.o‘_
N Agrecment and the Assignment Agrcement, including but not being 'i
3 -
L . . 13 '
Y ) limited to any and all moneys and other compensation of any kind .3
NN . ] N ! g
LR ) .
i to which Hanes may now or hercafter be entitled thereunder. P
e .
» : { ) A
LY. Hanes further agrees that he shall not hbreafter write or author- e
. ¢ '
; ize to be written any literary material relating to the murder -"z
IS . o“
. of Moovin Lataer King, dr., ay's alleged pacticipatioa in or . y
: Ray’s coming trial for such murder, or the life or activities of ':%
3 : . A ; 2y f
. Ray, and that he shall not hercafter make or authorize to be made LR 1
' - ' ) ~
. . * « ’ . v
magazine, book, dramatic, motion picture, television and/or other, . g
: : % .
. . . . : b P |
A adaptation of any kind relating to any such subjects, -NVN-ﬁ
i . . S -
t . . ' b ! . . o é; . _!
o ' ‘(3) Hanes hereby forever rcleases and discharges Ray and -.. |7 R
. ) ) . . - ‘_; ey,
L Author and each of them from any and all claims, demands, actions - q
r ! | . ‘
L and causes of action which Hanes, but for this release, might now e
- : | W
: i Rd
E have or hereafter might have against them or either of them under oy
: or pursuant to said Basic Agreement, the Assignment Agrcement or ;
‘4
) . L
. ony other agrccments or contracts, written or oral, of any kind ‘e
: : . ‘ ' ' . . o
; or nature whatsoever heretofore entered into between said partics \3{
,2 \ or any of them with respect to Qhe subject matter of said Basic - El
L ‘ I |
. Agrecment. Without limiting the foregoing, Hanes does hereby Y
. 3.
v ) . . o
. acknowledge that he has received from Author and Ray any and all . .a?~
‘l,;" . . i \ - :_":\{
X
. H “.:l'.:
: RS
G ere - P . - ‘ w-fxﬁ
' .y —y - wiow " - -m;w‘- "
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moneys and othex compensation which Hanes hieretofore may have l.é
been entitled to receive from Author or Ray under cald Basic *
Agrocment, the Assignment Agreement or otherwicse, -'z

T : (4) Aauthor and Ray, and cach of them,  do hereby forever ;{,
i releasc and discharge Hanes f{rom any and all claims, dcmands, j
? ' * actions and causeb of action which they or either of them, but lt
;4. for this xclease, might now have or hcroaftcr might bhave against ' E
g Hanes undex or pursuant to said Basic Agrccmcnt, the'Assignmcnt ) q
- Agrccmént or any other agrcements or contracts, written or oral, 15
; herctofore cntered into between said parties or any of them with '}
' respect to the subject matter of said Basic Agreement. _ {
Lo (5)_ The parties hereby agrce that for any and all purposes | f
b Hanes shall no longer be or be considcred as a pafty to said Basic ;ﬁ

< :

i;ﬁéii Agreement, and shall have no further right, title or intercst of ) ;&
‘Zf‘ ‘,f\\\any kind or nature whatsocver thereunder or under the Assignment ﬁj
;; Agreement or any other agreements or contracts, written or oral, . ”2}
! ' heretofore entcred into between the parties or any of them, with "9
mrerpnrt to the subirrt matter of said Baric Aarcement. Hanes N i ﬁé
P

. hexeby agrees to exccute and deliver to.nuthor and/or Ray upon | ";i
E.',' éemand any further instruments necessary or desirable to implement fi
if or cffectuafc this Amendatory Agrecment, ; ::i
;~L[: "~ (6) . Ray does hereby acknowledge and confirm that\as of i fé
E ‘the date hereof there are no moncys or other compensatioh of any *ﬁ
'?”’ﬂg kind now due or payable to Ray from Author undef or pursuant'to .-é
 oaid Basic Agrcement, the Assighment Agrcement, or otherwise. ', E
?‘ (7) Author and Ray hereby agrees that garagraph 5. of ﬁ
? ‘ said Basic Agrcement shall be and the samc hereby is amended to ff
f ptoﬁide that all acts therein specified to be done by Author's !

‘4 -

agent shall be done, instead, by Author, and to prov;de further

D
<0 Ny ) B
S that all payments to be made and “all statements, notices and other | i_
L | documents to be furnished or given to Ray Lhall be made, furnished ° ‘t‘
‘ RN
D - N
. . “ RY
A ‘T'%J
vty
. L%
i : g
L4 . N A . : I t,
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. .
or given to Ray in care of Ray's Attorncy, Percy Foremun, E&;.,
at 1116 Capitol Avenue, Huston, Texas, 77002.

. (8) The partics do hereby confirm and agree that except
as hoxcxnahovo expresaly set forth said Basice AngCment ic in
full force and effect and has not heen uwd is not hercby altered,
amended or modificd in any manner or particular whatsocver, that

. Author has and shall continuc to have all of the rights, titles
and interests given or granted, or agreed to be given.or granted,
to him by Ray and/or Hanes under said Bacic Agreement, and that

\ the writing by Author and the publication by Cowles Comnunica-

. tions, Inc. in Look Magazine and by Dell Pub}ishing Co., Inc. of

.;. ceortain literary materials, hereinabove referred to, has been

. and is authorized under said Basiec Agreement and cuch rights,

o “titles and interests.

b (9) .Thio Amendatoxy Agrcemeont shall be binding upon and

: ’ . ¥ .
3 inurc to the benefit of the partices hexeto and their respective
'personal representatives, exccuters, administra%ors, heirs,
lcgatees and assigns, Author ma v transfer or assign thic /cnd-
"‘ « 4 4t sinvasey, ;\;.41 QL alLUL d':l}' “QKLL [ S the I‘ights, tithS
’ and intercsts herein referred to, to any person, firm or corpor-
-ation.
.‘ IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have execcuted this
v Amendatory Agreemenf as of the date'first above written. .
AjLL&47V$Ai7¢b{udb)§Q4&l/
Ullllam B;adéfrd Huic, "Author".
. APPROVED AS TG FORM e L1
, A¥D CONTE rr/ (James Earl Ray, "Ray" .
. ( {0 as P Lagy A 9 ‘
' Percy foréman, as Attorney _~:// //J/- . Q
for J‘Qm o Farl Rdy {){/\/)-1{»(.-‘#;, . ‘k éﬁt—_ .‘::)-
' _C hrthur J.‘éﬁncs, "Hanes" .
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