
TO: DIRECTOR. FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

Two copies of letter dated 9/10/69, addressed 
to Warden of TSP, Nashville, which enclosed 
duplicate copy of property receipt of property 
taken from RAY at time of arrest.

Two copies of an order signed by Shelby County 
Criminal Court Judge FACQUIN, allowing subject's 
attorneys to talk with subject in an open 
conference room.

RE: ME air tel to BUREAU, 9/12/69
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Memorandum to Mr. Mohr 
Re: James Earl Ray 

Identification Matter

they ought strenuously to be avoided during that period. ” 
Regulations 50. 2. The American Bar Association Report

28 Code of Federal 
on ’’Fair Trial and

Free Press” is directed toward the problem existing in jury trial situations. At 
one point it suggests that in cases in which publicity may have created a problem 
an alternative would be for the defendant to waive trial by jury ”on the theory 
that a judge is less likely to be susceptible to outside influences. ” Page 129. 
Further, in a published discussion between himself and Clifton Daniel of the New 
York Times, Justice Reardon (Supreme Court of Massachusetts), principal archi­
tect of the American Bar Association Report on ’’Free Trial and Free Press, ” said 
”If you will read our report you will see that we are not holding up the release of 
information until the case has come through the appellate court... The report 
proposes the withholding of that information until the conclusion of the trial and 
the sentence of the defendant.” Source: ’’Fair Trial and Free Press,” Rational 
Debate Seminars, American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research, 
Washington, D. C.

The decisions and the law review commentaries also assume the 
publicity problem to exist in jury trial cases only. The single exception that 
we found is in a Second Circuit Court of Appeals case in which Judge Clark said, 
in dictum having nothing to do with the decision, that ’’Chief Judge Lumbard and 
Judge Friendly authorize me to state that they agree with the writer that the 
publication by former special prosecutors of accounts and comments regarding 
this case and the appellants, while this appeal was pending, was improper. ” 
U. S. v. Bufalino, 285 F2d 408 (1960) (the Apalachin hoodlum case).

Conviction does not, of course, end all possibility of a jury trial. 
If the present conviction of Ray should be reversed and remanded by the Supreme 
Court, Ray could demand a jury trial the second time around. Prior publicity 
would then most likely become an issue in the case. But this possibility is not 
confined to the Ray case. It exists in all cases in which we issue interesting case 
write-ups, for so long as the convict is serving his term.

The legal problem on whether to issue the proposed publicity at 
this time boils down to speculation on whether Ray will or will not win a new
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ADDENDUM GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 9/3/69 JGK:cs

Although Ray’s appeal in Tennessee State Court was denied by the 
|court on 7/15/69, the State Prosecuting Attorney previously advised that 
Ray can continue his appeals by filing petitions for Writs of Habeas Corpus 
in State Court and if these are unsuccessful, he can do the same in Federal 
Court. The prosecuting attorney anticipates that Ray will avail himself 
of such remedies, although there is no current indication as to when he will 
do so.

In light of this, it is not felt desirable for the Bureau to comment 
beyond that which is a matter of public record, that is, what has been 
publicly testified to in open court.

7
.! *

ADDENDUM CRIME RECORDS DIVISION 9-4-69 TEB:hak

Every convicted person has the privilege of filing a Writ 
of Habeas Corpus while a prisoner. If we allow the possibility of Ray 
doing so to prevent us from getting out to the public the story of the excellent 
work done by the FBI in this case, it will never be possible to get it out so 
long as Ray is serving his life sentence, if the feelings of the General 
Investigative Division are followed. In addition, it should be born in mind
that the danger of prejudicing a case by publicity only applies prior to and 
duringthe ^tual tria^ of the case. Publicity cannot prejudice a case in the 
appeals stage since this dage is concerned only with matters of law rather than

The FBI has Qie Ian ouv^anding job in this case and we should 
now start letting the public knoW this job through items like the attached,
through articles, and through cooperating with a good author like Jim Bishop 
who has been commissioned by ReaderTs Digest to prepare a comprehensive
book on this case.

AC Tv
c ^
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JAMES EARL RAY 
INTERESTING IDENTIFICATION

Martin Luther King, Jr., was killed on April 4, 1968, while 
standing on a balcony of the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis, Tennessee. The 
unknown killer made good his getaway, but in so doing, left behind evidence 
that would eventually help lead to his identification, apprehension and imprisonment. 
Items left behind were a .30-06 Remington rifle with attached Redfield telescopic 
sight, binoculars, and a blue zipper bag containing clothing and personal 
articles. These items were found in the vicinity of a rooming house across 
from the Lorraine Hotel. Investigation determined that subject had rented a 
room at the rooming house using the name John Willard, and it was from the 
bathroom in this establishment that the fatal shot was fired. The rifle and other 
evidence was delivered to the FBI Laboratory and Identification Division by a 
Special Agent of the Memphis Division.

Several latent prints of value were developed on the items 
submitted. Two of these latent prints, one on the rifle and one on the 
binoculars were found to have been made by the same finger and the position 
of these prints, as well as the shape and slope of the ridges, indicated the 
prints were probably from the left thumb.

Thorough investigation developed considerable information 
relative to the murderer. The rifle had been purchased in Birmingham by 
an individual using the name Harvey Lowmeyer; the white Mustang believed 
to be the getaway car was registered to an Eric Starve Galt who had spent 
the night proceeding the murder at the Rebel Motel in Memphis. Galt was 
further traced to a rooming house in Atlanta where additional evidence was 
recovered, including a map of Mexico. A latent fingerprint developed thereon 
was identified with the latent prints on the rifle and binoculars. This identi­
fication enabled the FBI fingerprint experts to say that this print, in addition 
to probably being from the left thumb, was an ulnar loop of 12 ridge counts.

The latent prints developed on the rifle, binoculars, the map, 
and other evidence had been compared during the eleven days following the 
murder with approximately 400 suspects, had been searched through all 
sections of the FBI’s single fingerprint file and compared with all outstanding 
FBI identification orders.

ENCLC^
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Based on the premise that the latent fingerprint recovered 
from the rifle, binoculars and map of Mexico was probably from the left 
thumb and was an ulnar loop of 12 ridge counts, a review of the fingerprint 
records of the 53, 000 fugitives on file was undertaken and it was found that 
approximately 1900 of these fugitives had ulnar loops of 10 - 14 ridge counts 
in the left thumb. Comparisons were started and on April 19, 1968, 15 days 
after the crime, the latent fingerprints were identified with the fingerprints 
of James Earl Ray, an escapee from the Missouri State Penitentiary where he 
had been serving time for robbery.

The fingerprint identifications with James Earl Ray triggered an 
intensive man hunt involving law enforcement officers and investigative 
personnel, not only in the United States, but also Mexico, Canada, England, 
and other countries.

The possibility that Ray himself might have been killed was 
not overlooked and all unknown deceased fingerprint cards received by the 
FBI were referred to the Latent Fingerprint Section for comparison. One 
case of this type concerned a body found buried on the beach at Acapulco, 
Mexico. Fingerprints taken by local authorities from this body were examined 
in the Latent Fingerprint Section but, because of the condition of the body, 
were of no value. An examiner from the FBI’s Latent Fingerprint Section 
flew to Mexico and on examining the flesh of the fingers was able to determine 
that the body was not that of James Earl Ray.

Another phase of the investigation led to Canada, and there, 
following an exhaustive search of passport applications, it was determined 
that Ray had obtained a passport under the name of Ramon George Sneyd and 
had taken an airplane flight to London.

Copies of the FBI Identification Order prepared following Ray’s 
identification by latent prints were immediately furnished to Scotland Yard and 
on June 8, 1969, while attempting to board a flight for Brussels, Belgium, 
Ray was arrested at London Airport.

Ray was subsequently ordered extradited to Memphis, Tennessee 
to stand trial for murder and to Missouri as an escaped felon. On March 10, 
1969, Ray plead guilty to King’s murder and was sentenced to 99 years in the 
Tennessee State Penitentiary.
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BE ADDRESSED*

THE COMMISSIONER

TOUTE C ORR ESPOND ANC E DOIT

LE COMMISSAIRE
GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANADA

Mr

Re: James Earl RAY

Crimln

17
1969

YOUR NO.
VOTRE N°

OUR NO.
NOTRE N°

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLIC
OTTAWA 7. CANADA

HEADQUARTERS - DIRECTION GENERALE

OTTAWA 7,

ETRE ADRESSEE COMME SUIT:

OTTAWA 7, CANADA

G 516-275 August 28 1969

Moss Lee Innes
c/o United States Embassy,

various
Force’

A national magazine will be publishing
articles showing different aspects of the
work in the near future One of the subjects

which will be covered is that of commendations given
to members of the Force and we are considering 
discussing very briefly the commendations given to «
the two members of the Force who participated in th
James Earl RAY investigation

Naturally if the RAY case is still before
the courts in the United States or if any other legal
action is intended or pending we would not release
this information as the defence could contend that
publicity was detrimental to the

Could you therefore
case arising out of the RAY case

let us know if any
or the RAY case is now

or will be heard in the United States; this will also
include any intended appeal action by either the defence
or the prosecution

with an early reply
As we must provide the magazine in question

your prompt attention to this
particular matter would be much appreciated

B SEP

J/A. Macauley, Insp
assistant Officer in Charge

Investigation Branch

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Tolson _ 
DeLoach 
Mohr ___  
Bishop _ 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Felt ___  
Gale___  
Rosen _  
Sullivan . 
Tavel __  
T rott 
Tele 
Holm 
Gandy

LEGAT, Ottawa

Director, FBI (44-38861) X

9-19-69

- Foreign Liaison Desk / / 
- Mr. McDonough ' *

BURKIN /

Enclosed are two copies of an 
Office dated 9-12-69.

UM Iron the Memphis

Reference is made to letter from the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) to Legat, Ottawa, dated 8-28-69, in 
which RCMP advised that a national magazine will be publishing 
articles on the RCMP*s work and one of the subjects to be 
covered is the commendations given to members of the RCMP who 
participated in the James Earl Ray investigation. RCMP requested 
to be advised of the status of the Ray case prosecution in­
eluding any appeal action as they would not want to release 
information which would affect the case.

The RCMP inquiries were referred to state of 
Tennessee authorities and Tennessee Assistant District Attorney 
General J. Clyde Mason, Memphis, Tennessee, has advised that he 
would review the Ray case and would respond directly to the 
EM? regarding its inquiries. Por your information, Tennessee
state authorities will furnish the Bureau a copy of its 
to the ROW.

letter

The ROMP inquiries have also been referred to 
Civil Rights Bivision and they are reviewing the setter 
will furnish their views when a determination is reached

the 
and 
. This

continues to be closely followed with the Department. If 
publication date is imminent, advise promptly so Department and 
Tennessee state authorities can be advised.

You should advise RCMP of Mr. Mason's response and also 
infora RCMP that the Civil Rights Division is also reviewing 
the matter and RCMP will be advised of the outcome.

Saclosures (2)

EJM:jm 
(5)

MAILED 23

SEP 191969

COMM-FBI

UNIT

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO (#^
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MOTE:

RCMP inquiries referred to Tennessee state 
authorities and Civil Rights Division, RCMP was primarily 
concerned with identification And location of fugitive but
did conduct some investigation at our request based on 
William Bradford Buie*s articles as told to him by 

to an allegdd conspiracy with one "Raoul"
R*y, 
who hasrelating 

not been identified*

Attorney
The RCMP inquiries have been referred to Department

H, Flannery who is now hand!ing th is case s ince 
the departure of former Deputy Assistant Attorney General, 
D. R. Owen. Flannery has been followed and on 945-19, he 
advised that they still have the matter under consideration 
but he desired to confer with Tennessee state authorities who 
he would contact telephonically. Mr/ Flannery indicated the
final Department determination may have to be md*e by 
AAG Jerris Leonard who has been and is still on the scene in 
Lou is iana in connection wi th school In tegra tion matters.

The Department will continue to be followed closely 
on this matter. ..
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F B I

Mr
Date:

a.M

Sent Per

Mr
Mi
Mi
Mi
Mr
Mr
Mr.
Mr

Ta e. Room
Miss Holmes

Mr.
Mr
Mr.

Rosen__ J
SuihvanA.
TaveL.
I rotter

Tolson..
Defeoach
Mohr
B P

advised
to the RCMP at

an
Conrad

CanadaOttawa

SUBJECT: MURKIN

TO:

EMPHISSACFROM

UM.S

Al

FD-36 (Rev. 5^22-64)

9/12/69

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL
(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

(44-1987) (P)

Re Bureau airtel to Memphis. 9/8/69

Enclosed for the Bureau are 5 copies of an LHM for
, concerning the RCMP’

I Mr

Miss Gandy.

transmittal to the Legat, Ottawa 
desire to mention 2 members of the RCMP in a magazine article
in connection kith their work in this case

On 9/11/69, Assistant District Attorney General
J. CLYDE MASON, District Attorney General's Office, Memphis 

a copy of his letterTenn

irtel .

5eletype

Spec. I(6)
JCH:jap

Reg. Mall

.Registered

Approved:

that he would furnish us

EX-lw

Special Agent/in Charge
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

Memphis, Tennessee 
September 12, 1969

RE: JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM; 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

On September 11, 1969, Assistant District Attorney 
General J, Clyde Mason, Memphis, Tennessee, was advised of 
the letter addressed to the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police under the date August 28 
1969. Mr. Mason said he would review the case against James 
Earl Ray and would advise the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
directly as to whether or not he 
mention in a magazine article of 
Mounted Police officers who were 
in this case.

had any objection to the 
the two Royal Canadian 
commended for their work
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Bi © 231969

Mr. Callahan . 
Mr. Conrad — 
Mr. Felt —_^ 
Mr. Gale
Mr. Ros^C^. 
Mr. Sulliv£n_ 
Mr. Tavel ----  
Mr. Trotter _ 
Tele. Room _ 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy _

T. Wayne
San Francisco, Cali ^ /

Mr. \T>ols( 
Mr. &)lc 
Mr.*Mohr
Mr. Bish! 
Mr. Casp

¥
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For information. This will continue to be closely 
followed

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION

5010-106

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 *"%

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

A. Ro

Mr. DeLoa

FROM

MURKIN

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

DATE September 16, 1969

DeLoach 
Rosen 
Malley 
McCiowan 
McDonough 
Bishop

Tolson _ 
DeLoach

Conrad -----
Felt______
Gale --------  
Rosen ------ 
Sullivan — 
Tavel ------  
Trotter ----  
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy

Martin
This is the case involving 

Luther King, Jr.
the murder of

The Memphis Office has advised 
District Attorney General J. Clyde Mason

that Tennessee
informed that in

Assistant

recent conversation with one of James Earl Ray's attorneys, 
Richard J. Ryan, it was determined that Ryan intends to appeal 
this matter to the Tennessee Supreme Court. Ryan has until 
10-13-69, to perfect his appeal to that court and Ryan has indi­
cated he intends to meet that deadline. James Earl Ray, the 
subject in this case, is presently incarcerated in the Tennessee 
State Penitentiary, Nashville, Tennessee, based on his plea of 
guilty of murder charges on 3-10-69, for which he received a 
99 year sentence.

The basis for the appeal is that under Tennessee law 
when a Judge dies before ruling on a motion for a new trial, the 
defendant is automatically granted a new trial on the basis that 
only the trial Judge would have been aware of errors in the 
previous trial and the defendant should, therefore, be entitled 
to a new trial. The State contends that this law does not apply 
in the Ray case since Ray was sentenced on a plea of guilty and 
was never tried. The defense contends that a letter written by Ray 
to the late Judge Preston Battle, who died of a heart attack 
several weeks after the sentencing of Ray, constituted a motion for 
a new trial and since Judge Battle died without ruling on this 
matter Ray is entitled to a new trial. Mr. Mason further stated 
that Ryan indicated to him that if Ray is unsuccessful before the 
Tennessee Supreme Court, they will then attempt to seek relief
through some other avenue of appeal

ACTION:
^A‘II6; Dtp on i

EJM:Jmv .
(7) z

S'^S K
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NOTE PAGE TWOSEE

LEGAT, Ottawa (44-4)

Director, FBI ^(44-38861)

MURKIN

ReBulet 9-18-69.

Enclosed are two copies 
memorandum setting forth views of

9-25-69

- Foreign Liaison Desk
(Route through 
rev iew)

- Mr. McDonough

of a letterhead 
the Civil Rights

Division relative to the ROMP'S inquiry on possible 
publication in a national magazine of the commendations 
given members of the RCMP in connection with the 
James Earl Ray investigation.

You may furnish a copy of this letterhead 
memorandum to the ROMP and if they have any further 
questions suggest that they may desire to communicate 
directly with Assistant Attorney General Jerris Leonard, 
Civil Rights Division, U. 8. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. Of course there is no objection to you
forwarding any further inquiries 
1ines.

Enclosures (2)

(Enclosure)

MAILED 21

SEP 2 61969 

COMM-FBI

for

from the RCMP along these

(44-1987)

Tolson — 
DeLoach 
Mohr ----- 
Bishop — 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Felt -----  
Gale -----  
Rosen — 
Sullivan . 
Tavel ---  
Trotter _

EJM:Jmv 
(6)

'S* octTele. Roonf_____  /
Holmes
Gandy . MAIL ROOMl^V TELETYPE UNIT
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NOTE

RCMP inquiries as to prosecutive status 
of Ray case and as to whether publicity of its 
commendations to RCMP members might prejudice case were 
forwarded to Tennessee state authorities and Civil Rights 
Division. Tennessee state authorities advised that 
they would review matter and advise RCMP directly 
furnishing us a copy of their letter. Legat, Ottawa 
was instructed to advise RCMP of comments of Tennessee 
state officials. ■

Civil Rights Division has now advised in 
essence that if Tennessee state authorities have no 
objection to release of such information that the RCMP 
should limit its release to its role in the apprehension 
of the fugitive and not include any investigation it may 
have conducted relative to alleged conspiracy. Legat, Ottawa 
being instructed to advise RCMP. (No information has been 
developed to date to substantiate the existence of a conspiracy), 
in view of RCMP's outstending cooperation in this case there 
is no objection to Legat forwarding any additional inquiries 
RCMP may have.
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September 25, 1969

1 - Mr. McDonough
JAMBS EARL RAY 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING

With respect to the inquiry by the Royal
Canadian Mounted 
in a magazine of 
given to members 
the Civil Rights

Police (RCMP) relative to publication 
information concerning commendations 
of the RCMP in the James Earl Ray case 
Division of the 0. S. Department of

Justice, Washington, D. C., has advised as follows;

"Assuming that the prosecutive authorities of 
Shelby County, Tennessee, have no objection to the release 
of such information, on the basis of the prior court order 
limiting pre-trial publicity, or otherwise, it is our 
view that the R.C.M.P. should limit their release of 
information to their role in apprehending the fugitive; 
and that their other investigative activity, particularly 
with respect to whether Ray was part of a conspiracy to 
kill Dr. King, should not be discussed."

This is for your information.

44-38861

EJM:jmv 
(5)

Tolson -----  
DeLoach --- 
Mohr --------- 
Bishop -----  
Casper -----  
Callahan — 
Conrad -----  
Felt ---------  
Gale--------- 
Rosen ------  
Sullivan — 
Tavel -------  
Trotter-----  
Tele. Room 
Holmes ----- 
Gandy ------

“Property of FBI
This report and its contents are 
loaned to you by the FBI, and 
neither it nor its contents are 
to be distributed outside the agency 
to which loaned.”

MAIL ROOM I----- 1 TELETYPE UNIT
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10-2-69

Mr. McDonough
AIRTEL

To:

From:

MURKIN

Reurlet 9-29-69.

case.

TELETYPE UNIT

Tolson
DeLoach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan

EJM:imv
(4)

44-38861)^Director FBI

(173-2)SAC Butte

T avel
T rotter
Tele. Ri
Holmes

IL ROOMGandy

longer
As you were previously instructed it is no

necessary to pursue this aspect unless you can furnish
logical reason for doing so
or close your

MAILED. 7

COMM-FBI

54 OCT 9 1

If so advise by return airtel
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)TO

SAC, BUTTE (173-2) (RUC)

subject:

Remyairtel, 7/24/69

On 8/21/69, MYRNA McCARVER was contacted at 1060
she

that they can check

1A OCT^sW
(Reg.)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5010-108-02

was 
during 
of some

(2) - Bureau (Reg.) 
2 - Memphis (44-1987)

#.1 - Butte 
HBSP/sdt 
»(5)

Idaho Falls and advise them personally 
his record.

Katherine Avenue, Idaho Falls, Idaho, at which time 
advised that she is married to MORRIS McCARVER.

Mrs. McCARVER stated that MORRIS McCARVER 
working for RANDELL BARNEY, out of Mud Lake, Idaho, 
the early summer of 1969, and quit that job because

She has not heard from him since that time, but 
thinks that he is in the area somewhere working. However,. j 
she is not going to make any effort to locate him. Mrs. 
McCARVER stated that she feels sooner or later McCARVER will 
be in touch with her. She pointed out that McCARVER is \a 
good man when he is sober and is a hard working individual. 
She stated that she feels sometimes, when he starts drinking 
a little bit excessively, he gets "wild ideas" and does 
certain things which she cannot explain.

comments made by BARNEY sometime around the first of August 
1969. She stated that BARNEY gave she and her husband a 
ride to Mud Lake where she stayed at a motel. She assumed 
that her husband was also staying there; however, he left 
the area and has not returned.

_MURKIN J
CR
00: Memphis

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES G^ERNMENT

Memorandum

Mrs. McCARVER stated that she will certainly tell 
MORRIS McCARVER,,when she sees him, that if he is desirous 
of having the FBI check his record at thMTopeka State 
Hospital, Topeka, Kansas, he can stop at the FBI Office in
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date: 9/29/69




