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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
Mr. Deloach^ DATE: October 20, 1969

•ROM A. Ro 1

iUBJECT: MURKIN ) 1

- Mr. 
- Mr. 
- Mr. 
- Mr. 
- Mr. 
- Mr. 
- Mr.

DeLoach 
Rosen 
Malley 
McGowan 
McDonough 
Bishop
W. C Sullivan

This is the case involving the 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Internal Security Division

murder of

Tolsoi^ 
Detach 
Waltzs _ 
Mohr ----- 
Bishop _
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad

Trotter ----- 
Tele. Room 
Holmes ----  
Gandy -----

^f the Department
advised that pursuant to his request, Harold Weisberg, a free­
lance writer who resides in Frederick, Maryland, was interviewed 
by a Department attorney 10-8-69. During the course of the 
interview Weisberg advised that he had recently received a 
telephone call from J. B. Stoner, National Chairman of the 
National States Rights Party in which Stoner claimed that two 
men in his party formerly served as informants of the FBI and thesfe^ 
two men are prepared to testify in court that the FBI offer/ed them 
$25,000 to frame James Earl Ray for the assassination of
Martin Luther King, Weisberg said the testimony presumably
would be furnished in a habeas corpus proceeding.

This is obviously an attempt by Weisberg and Stoner 
to discredit the Bureau with such unwarranted, scurrilous 
allegations.

1

Weisberg is apparently identical with Harold Weisberg 
an individual who has been most critical of the Bureau in the 
past. He is the author of several books including one entitled, 
’’Whitewash - The Report of the Warren Report” and has been 
critical of the FBI, Secret Service, police agencies and other 
branches of Government. He was one of ten employees fired by the 
State department during 1947 because of his loyalty being 
suspected. He was later allowed to resign. (This is public 
source data, article in ’’Washington Post” 11-18-47.) Weisberg 
by letter in April, 1969, requested information on the King 
murder case for a forthcoming book. it was approved that his 
letter not be acknowledged. (100-35138)

J. B. Stoner, one of the present attorneys for James

• I

)

Earl
Ray who has petitioned the Supreme Court of Tennessee for a Writ 
of Certiorari in connection with his motion for

Enclosures (2

CONTINUED - 0
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Rosen to DeLoach Memo 
RE: MURKIN

notorious segregationist who continually attacks the Bureau and 
the Director. On the basis of the information furnished, the two 
alleged former informants deferred to cannot be identified in 
Bureau files.

ACTION:

In view of the nature of the information and the
background on Weisberg and Stoner it is not felt that
should

in the 
States 
origin

be interviewed regarding this matter.

2. The Savannah Office which is the office 
case covering the activities of Stoner and the

they

of origin 
National

Rights Party and the Memphis Office which is office of 
in the James Earl Ray case and is following any appeals are

being furnished background information 
instructed to be alert for any further 
lines in order that appropriate action 
additional information as warranted.

in this matter and are being 
information along these 
can be taken on any such

3. The Memphis Office is being instructed to advise 
responsible Tennessee state authorities handling the King murder 
case of the information furnished by the Department and that there 
is no basis to the allegation that the FBI oftermed money to 
anyone to frame James Earl Ray for the King murder. Information 
furnished Tennessee state authorities will be confirmed in writing 
by the Memphis Office. Airtel along these lines attached for
approval. Letter to Department attached for approval 
allegation against FBI.

denying
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Ju^Ige to Rule .Whether Ray’s

.MA;

olitarv Confinement Is, Cruel
MA3HVILLE, Tenn. — " ' ' Ray and his attorneys .

‘ ’ differ with the commission^(UPI) — Does the solitary
confinement of \ James Earl 
Ray, the convicted murderer 
of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., constitute “cruel and 
unusual punishment?”

This is what Federal Court 
Judge" William E. Miller will 
be asked 0 decide Mopday 
when Ray is whisked into 
court/here amid tight secu- ; 
rity precautions.

Miller named the issue 
himself. ’

It’s whether, “Ray’s present 
incarceration in solitary con­
finement constitutes the sort 
of cruel, unusual punishment

James Earl Ray
... ‘Naxi tactics9

on his “best interest.”
“I do not believe that I can 

withstand either mentally or 
physically this type of im­
prisonment much longer,” 
Ray said in an afficavit no­
tarized June 23, 1969.

One of his attorneys, Rob­
ert Hill Jr. of Chattanooga, 
compared Ray’s imprisori- 
ment since his capture in ' 
London to Nazi torture.

The MIAMI HERALD 
Miami, Florida 
Date 12/28/69

IN AN emotionally worded 
brief dealing mainly with 
Ray’s imprisonment in Mem­
phis before his trail; Hill 
said:

1 “To systematically strip

. , tion Commissioner Lake
which is ^prohibited by the . .. . a .

lEighto Amendment to the Russe11 has said “ ^as m 
Constitution.”hesaid. W« “best interest” that he; Constitution/* he said. .

be kept in maximum security away all inner psychological
» ON illE OTHER side of until settlement of various 1 defenses through nine, 

the argument/State Correc- suits brought in his behalf. 1 months of .constant light,
sound and observation is as 
legally diabolical as many of t 
the Nazi practices which we 
so often condemn.”
**The (Chattanooga attorney 
was referring to Ray’s com 
stant surveillance by closed- 
circuit television cameras 
While in his cell in Memphis.

Ray said he w^s not asking 
to be let out into, the regular 
prison population.. However, 
he said he knew of -jobs he- 
could do that would make his 

. exposure minimal. .

THE STATE has said it 
would seek to prove that 
Ray’s release from maximum 
security would endanger his 
life. ’ : ■

; In his affidavit, Ray in4 ; 
ferred that one of his former 
attorneys; Percy. • Foreman, ? 
arid the prosecution at Mem-;
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phis may have made a' deal 
to keep "*him in maximum 
security at the state prison.

“I suggest if state officials 
wanted to keep me in maxi # 
mum security cells as a form 
of punishment they should of 
took (sic) me before a jury 
and tried to get the maxi-* 
mum penalty instead of deal­
ing with Mr. Percy Fore­
man,” Ray said.

The convicted murderer 
has also charged that he was 
placed in maximum security 
in Nashville because he re­
fused to give certain infor­
mation to former State Cor­
rection Commissioner Harry 
S. Avery and the FBI.

He did not say what then 
Information was. .

. IN ANY EVENT, Avery, 
along with Gov. Buford El-

lington, may be required td 
appear.

The defense has filed a 
motion requesting that the 
former correction commis­
sioner and the governor, 
along with a Vanderbilt Uni- - 
versity psychiatrist, be pres-* 
ent. Miller said he would 
rule on the motion at the 
hearing................................ *

When Ray walks into the 
eighth-floor courtroom in the 
Federal Building Monday, 
security will be tight.

U.S. Marshal Leon Camp­
bell said that all persons 
would be searched before 
being allowed to enter the 
courtroom and, that after the 
hearing has started, no one 
would be allowed to enter 
the courtroom.

Ray has been in maximum I 
security at the state prisoh* 
here since March 11, the day I 
after he pleased guilty in I 
return for a 99-year "s^ence I 
— to the King assassination. I

, He has been in ceU No. | I 
an isolated six-by-nine-foot l 
cubicle which is one of 43 I 
cells in the maximum secu- I 
*rity building. I I
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By United Priss Itite

Israeli troops supported by
|the Gulf of Suez Saturday an

The new commando attac

fare with the Arabs. But he sa

Canal.

others killed in the command

tian outpost ih the second big
month. Cairo reports said Liby

• agreed to send strong troop
ments to guard the Arabs’ Sue

Israel’s defense minister. Mosh
countrymen to gird for a long,

strated its air superiority an
tiahs they would not be abl

An Israeli military spokes
(four Egyptian soldiers were c

of the entrance to the Suez
Israeli Was wounded but all ya
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(Priority)
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Re Bureau

additional efforts to interview him

Sent Per

on behalf of the

(P)

was

Tenn
Tenn

IsonMr
LoachMr

Mr. Mohr-

Mr. Callahan
Mr. Conrad
Mr. Felt.

TO:

Mr. Rosen. .▼

Mr. Tavel..
M: rs..

Tele. Room
Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy

/ FROM:

Via

Charge

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Date: 1/5/70

MrfWalters

Mr. Bishop-
Mr. Casper-

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC , ^MEMPHIS

Mr. Sullivan-

(44-38861)

(44-1987)

airtel to Memphis 12/31/69

As the Bureau is aware, only 
made by Bureau Agents to interview the

one attempt has been
subject JAMES EARL RAY

This was an attempt made with Bureau approval by SAC ROBERT G.
JENSEN shortly after RAY was transferred from the Shelby
County Jail at Memphis to the Tennessee State Prison
at Nashville

that time
MARTIN LUTHER KING.

following his plea of guilty to the murder
The subject was uncooperative at

and it has not been deemed worthwhile to make any

The subject RAY was incarcerated under maximum security
conditions at the Shelby County Jail while awaiting trial
transferred to the State Prison with very elaborate security
precautions, and has been kept in the maximum security building
at the State Prison all for the purpose of protecting him from.
both the general public and from other Inmates. The State
Prison System has been under the direction of two different
commissioners during RAY’S incarceration and the prison at
Nashville where RAY is confined has had two different wardens
during RAY’S incarceration_ All of these persons have felt
it necessary to keep RAY in maximum security in order to prevent
his being murdered by other inmates.^

Memphis will continue to
of all litigation

keep the Bureau advised
subject RAY

2 - Memphis
JCH: jap
(4)

AppYoved:
Special Age
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7-lb

1970

0413

Communist schools

0417

ALSO

Result ox examination:

(5)WLN:

Re: MUREIN

Tolson
DeLoach
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callahan
oonrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sullivan
Tavel
T rotter
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

of the

D-700109058

Date:

FBI File No.

Lab. No.

and

Specimen Q417 and the ALSO SUBMITTED material contain no indented 
writing of significance

i^Lv- LABORATORY

TfeLETYPE UNITMAIL ROOM

The truth is that"

JrRobert M. McRae

A

Learn

Robert M. McRae Jr

Jr

SUBMITTED:

Specimens received

REPORT 1-Lab File

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

T, EBI, Memphis (44-1987)
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535

January 21
44-38861

1m8«70

Envelope postmarked "PHILADELPHIA PA AM 30 1969"

0414

0415

0416

bearing handwritten address "U.S. District Court
Memphis, Tennessee

Judge

First page of handwritten letter beginning "Dear Judge
McRae
ending "

Jr: As a Goverment Informer I am giving

Second page ox handwritten letter beginning
and ending "

Envelope postmarked "PHILADELPHIA PA
handwritten address "U

"I attended
to pray to ’God’

S. District Court Judge,
17 P.M." bearing

Memphis, Tenn."

Accompanying Christmas card bearing hand printed message
beginning "Judge McRae you are wrong " and ending

with his Commie Negroes

Newspaper clipping; Leaflet entitled It Can Happen Here

Specimens Q413 through Q417 were searched in the
Anonymous Letter File without effecting an identification
Copies are not being added at this time

Specimens Q413 through Q416 contain no watermarks
indented writing of significance or any other identifying
characteristics which would assist in determining their source

The postage stamps on specimens Q413 and Q416 originated
from sheets of stamps

The submitted material is returned herewith
Photographs have been made
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1/5/70TO DIRECT date:

SAFROM

KIN

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9) aios

yaBSKif#’

W JA;

rMC*

10-108-01

LU
LU

J

1

JRU
“ which was received in Item No. 1

which also was con-

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
NWY 1962 EDITION

(ATTN:FBI

Christmas card which was received in Item No. 7 This card

“U S
1942 1969.”

addressed “U
Memphis Tenn."

“Uaddressed
Tenn.”Memphis

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES WVERNMENT

Memorandum
(44-38861)

FBI LABORATORY)

44-1987)(P)

The following items are enclosed herewith to the Bureau:

(1) Envelope postmarked Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Dec. 30, 1969,
District Court Judge, Robert M. Me Rae, Jr.

Xerox copy of Item No. 1.

Original 2-page letter dated December 29
S. District Court Judge, ROBERT M

“Learn to pray to ’God’

Newspaper article captioned

McRAE
1969, addressed to

and ending

"James Earl Ray Loses Court Suit
which was contained in envelope described as Item No

Pamphlet entitled, “It Can Happen Here
tamed in envelope described as Item #1

Xerox copies of Items 3, 4, and 5

Envelope postmarked Philadelphia
District Court Judge

Pennsylvania, Dec 17, 1969
Robert M. McRae, Jr.

contains a handwritten message beginning,
You are wrong " and ending

Xerox copies of Items 7 and 8

“Judge McRae
Security Training

i Xerox copies of Items 1, 3, 4, 5, 7
fprwarded with copies of this communication

and 8 are also being
to the Philadelphia Office.

Bureau (Enc
Philadelphia

2 - Memphis
COH:ME

-12) (REGISTERED Mt^j 
(Enc.-6)(In^F

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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ME# 44-1987

United States District Judge ROBERT M. McRAE, JR., 
Memphis, Tenn., made the original items described above avail­
able to the Memphis Office, January 2, 1970. Judge McRAE 
stated that obviously these communications were directed to 
him as a result of newspaper publicity about his having ruled 
against JAMES EARL RAY in RAY’s suit seeking to void a series 
of contracts between JAMES EARL RAY and his former attorneys 
and to forbid publication of certain information in connection 
with the slaying of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. Judge McRAE gave 
this ruling in U. S. District Court, Memphis, Tenn., 12/1/69.

Judge McRAE stated he realizes that the contents of 
the two communications in question do not constitute a violation 
of any Federal Law and that these communications do not contain 
threats to do bodily harm. He stated that these communications 
have been handled by numerous friends and that he wanted to make 
these communications available to the FBI in view of the fact 
that perhaps the same anonymous person may have written similar 
communications to other people connected in some way with this 
case. Judge McRAE was also of the opinion that the FBI perhaps 
maintained a file on such anonymous communications. Judge McRAE 
stated he would abide by any decision the FBI makes in connection 
with action to be taken on these letters. In summary, he stated 
his reason for referring the letters to the FBI is merely 
informative and that he does not desire to know the results of 
any possible action taken.

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU:

The Laboratory is requested to search the handwriting 
on the original communications through the Anonymous Letter File.

-LEADS

THE PHILADELPHIA DIVISION (INFORMATION)

Copies of this communication and copies of the 
enclosures described above are being made available to Philadelphia 
inasmuch as the envelopes bear the Philadelphia postmark and it 
is possible the same anonymous person may have written other 
letters to the Philadelphia Office.
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f .H'd BWc a w am
• . . A 'kh/j mu liw- . . ’r?

\ Him. lire tiic
<a - J i didn't mk you ii uw w a: 9 preacher 

iki'n/ vour fellow your
< veui schoolmates, know that you want 

to vour Saviour to them also?
• /bout your pocketbook? Does God have it 

. s vour hie and v.miess tor Id mi? A known
(' . /y.v.r in Seii Francisco said that besides

one-third of ids day to Communism, he 
half of his income. Do you really give 

k cairv of Christ and the spread of His gospel 
if vow liik depnuded on it? You had better, 

fc \ Most Chci-Y .us do not even give the 
nhc or tenth. We are content to be 

t v ■ convenience. We gb c out of what 
is left over (if anything) after buying new homes, 
i c . -wbers, dryer/, sports \ ::piuent and 
sc on.

I cannot conclude without ibis word to some­
one who may be reading this and who is yet a 
stranger to the family of God and dead iri tres­
passes and sins. If the Communists do achieve 
vorid domination, I should a thousand times, 
/ dvr fall into their torturing and cruel hands than 
to leave this life unprepared to meet God. “The 
bode ihev may kill,” wrote the hymnwriter. But 
Christ said, “Rather fear hint which is able to 
Cw'/ov both soul and body in hell’’ (Matthew 
uh You may have to taw a tiring squad after 
i few ■non* wars here or. ernm. out you don t 
h...: v face an uw nW in a h Cher this life is 

s’ de hooks an opwc.1 ha eternity, it
. -ft queso.- a < f you lived or died for

rokicallv. but w.t vou did with Jesus who is 
called Christ. that believelh on him is not 
condemn,, d: hw he dint bclieveth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the name 
of the only be rotten Son of God” (John 3:18).

Why not ask Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten
Son, to come into your heart right now, take
away your sins, and give you life that never ends. .
Then live ail-out-for Him. God is still on the 
throne. He will finally put all His enemies under 
His feet, but you and I can and must have a real .
part in this victory. “Awake thou that steepest, 
and arise from the dead and Christ shall give thee /
Iigiit” (Ephesians 5:14). —C. Calvin Herriott '

This tract the Gcoo.c Washington Honor 
Medal by the b-.i.' r Foundation of Valley Forge as 
“an outstaW-; ;:nent in helping to bring about 
a better unt'itw.r: of the American way of life.”



■■'V- ■ \CLNG AND AGGRESSIVE.” Nikita 
k' k w J J. when Americans ventured into 
L m. "..nd you are the decadent civilization!

। We Al . the meir.orv of capitalism from the 
Ime A ih: mTi!" ’

Comma fully intends to conquer the world 
py or bet ore 1973. and the 7cd> consider their 
program to be as much as Ove years ahead of 
L'ttri '?. In fact, many of Communism’s leaders 
k'mly Im.m thm they will have a dictator in

>■ ..dhieCii. D.C. within the next decade!
I "When we conquer me 7 : States.” Khrush- 
Ichev is reported to ime 'wd, "Sixty million 
[Americans mini be mw-mT" Can this possibly 
I (i here in America'.’ .X fmo months ago in 
Shorn. Oregon, an m ng diol pastor was ap­
proached by a Communist party member in an 
Port to 'ofU-n up the Communist cause. When 
the pastor tWocd. he was told that the Com­
muni 's have a complete record of pastors and 
members of the churches of Salem in their files 
ready tor action at the appropriate lime!

If the Communists did get control of our coun­
ter'. what wjdd this mean to you and to your 
church? .An ot'Chl publication of the Committee 
On Un-Amwmm Activities of the Mouse of Rep- 
rc^entatixes points out that if Communism should 
L-ome to tiie United Si-Ao; it would mean that:

1. If you belong to a ch rich, you must prepare 
hw ijcrsmutinn.

2. The Co::::ru.Ats would destroy every copy 
of tire Bible they could find.

3. It would be illegal for your children to 
attend Sunday school.

4. The Communists would indoctrinate your 
children in atheism.

5. Church weddings, funerals and baptisms 
would be illegal.

6. Missionary work would be absolutely for­
bidden.

Yes, it can happen here, unless you and I, and 
all Americans decide to get busy and do some­
thing about it. What can I do, you ask? Rev. W. 
S. Mooneyham, editor of an evangelical magazine, 
says: "Face the facts, no matter how unpleasant. 
The Communists sa\' this is a fight to the finish. 
Believe them! Khrushchev says, ‘We will bury 
you.' He means it! Keep your head out of the sand 
and face the issue squarely.

“Don't be com?’..cent, John Noble, who van­
ished for nine years in a Russian slave camp, 
said, ‘We are drew r ing in a sea of complacency. 
Americans simply do not want to care.’ You are 
your brother’s keeper, including the 28 million 
in slave labor cu.m?? behind the Iron Curtain.

“Finallv. am..:e as a Christian for the righteous 
forces to take the initiative. We have been on the 
defensive. A personal acceptance of the gospel 
message is slid me best deterrent to the spread 
of a godless atheism.”

Do you see the peril that is at our very door­
step, and ado dm d" Tenge that faces us? Then 
let these words 'rw- n article in a French Com­
munist paper. "?..m et Liberte,” burn with con­

viction into your heart: “The gospel is a much 
more powerful weapon for the renewal of mm. ;y 
than is our Marxist philosophy. All the ewe. it 
is we who will finally beat you. We arc omy ;< 
handful, and you Christians are numbered by the 
million. But if you remember the story ci! Gideon 
and his three hundred companions you will un­
derstand why I am right. We Communists do not 
play with words. We are realists, and seeing hat 
we are determined to achieve our object, we know­
how to obtain the means. Of our salaries and 
wages we keep only what is strictly neemmey: 
and give the rest for propaganda purpom do 
this propaganda we also consecrate all our .mm 
time and part of our holidays. You howmo, give 
only a little time and hardly any money for the 
spreading of the gospel of Christ. How can any­
one believe in the supreme value of Ums gospel] 
if you do not practice it, if you do not spread it| 
and if you sacrifice neither time nor money foJ 
it? Believe me, it is we w ho will win, for we believJ 
in our Communist message and arc ready to sacril 
fice everything, even our life, in order that social 
justice shall triumph. But you people are afraiii 
to soil your hands.” I

Arc you practicing your Christianity? Are yoil 
living daily for Christ? Do you let the cares o| 
this life—making a living, keeping house, goinl 
to school, even church activity—keep you fronj 
full abandonment to your Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ! Oswald Chambers, in his daily devotional 
book tells us that Christ says in effect to His disl 
ciplcs, "Don’t rejoice in successful service, bil 
rejoice because you arc rightly related to me.l 
Do you guard your fellowship with the Lord, you!
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