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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Los Angeles, California 

December 10, 1969

JAMES EARL RAY)
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

On December 1, 1969, John Hamilton Morris was 
interviewed at the Los Angeles County Jail, Los Angeles, 
California, regarding information contained in a letter 
written by him on July 22, 1969, to Peter Goldman, 444 
Madison Avenue, New York, New York. This letter contained 
information that James Earl Ray was paid by “Big D”.

Morris stated that he is a journalist, that as a 
journalist he has his sources, and that as a journalist he 
does not reveal the identity of his sources. Morris stated 
it was common knowledge that Ray was paid to kill Martin 
Luther King. Morris was asked to explain what he referred 
to as common knowledge. He said that everyone knew that 
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) was behind the murder 
of Martin Luther King. He continued that the CIA backed 
the Minutemen and Robert De Pugh of the Minutemen. The CIA 
wanted King out of the way so it had De Pugh make the 
arrangements. Ray being a small time criminal, was selected 
to do the actual killing and CIA the brains behind the 
whole scheme. When De Pugh was no longer needed by the 
CIA, he was arrested. Morris said that this scheme is 
common knowledge.

1 Morris volunteered that he has been declared
I medically and criminally ^Jisane.

Records of Atascadero S£ate Hospital, Atascadero,
| California, as of April 13* 1959 
'^Morris, bom I

revealed that John Hamilton

admitted to tiiat hospital oh
insane. At that time

___j at Martin, Michigan, was
i September 22, 1958, as criminally 

he had a criminal record dating back
to September 26, 1940, and had over 20 arrests, including 
grand theft, car theft, mail fraud, postal loss, forgery, and 
money postal orders. These records reveal that Morris was 
not found criminally insane by this hospital and had been 
turned over to the court in San Mateo, California, for further 
action.
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JAMES EARL RAY, 
Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

John Hamilton Morris appeared at U. S. District 
Court, Southern District of California, Los Angeles, on 
February 23, 1967, for Jury trial. At the conclusion of 
the trial on February 24, 1967, Morris was found guilty of 
violation of Title 13, Section 2113 (a), U. S. Code. On 
March 20, 1967, Morris was sentenced to 15 years custody 
of the U. S. Attorney General.

Morris filed an appeal of this conviction 
April 21, 1969, before the U. S. Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit. He based his appeal on his not having 
been protected under Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 4244, 
in that under this statute, the U. S. Attorney failed in 
his responsibility to move for a determination of com­
petency where he had reasonable cause to believe the 
accused might be Incompetent. His appeal argues that 
under the same section and by Constitutional mandate, it 
was incumbent on the court to order a determination of 
competency, where reasonable cause appeared to indicate 
the accused might be incompetent; said failure violated 
Morris’s guarantee of due process under the Fifth Amendment 
of the Constitution.

The appellant further argues that the court- 
appointed counsel failed to provide that assistance 
guaranteed by the Sixth Amendment of the Constitutional 
rights of due process in the fair trial.

The final point of the appellant’s argument is 
that the Court’s sentencing procedure was both a failure of 
its statutory responsibility and an abuse of its discretion 
under Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 4244; and under 4208 (b) 
which provides for committment of the accused to the custody 
of the Attorney General for a period of time not to exceed 
six months, for the purpose of evaluation to assist the trial 
court in passing a meaningful rehabilitative sentence.

On July 28, 1969, Assistant U. S. Attorney Darrell 
Mac Intyre, Los Angeles, advised that on July 24, 1969, a 
decision was received from the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
that the conviction of John Hamilton Morris had been reversed

- 2 -
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JAMES EARL RAY, 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Morris appeared at U. S. District Court, Los Angeles 
and entered a plea of guilty to violation of Title 18, Section 
2113 (a), U. S. Code. Trial was set for November 4, 1969. 
Morris was to be afforded psychiatric examination prior to 
trial date. As of December 9, 1969, the trial of Morris had 
not commenced.

The Los Angeles Herald Examiner, daily metropolitan 
Los Angeles newspaper, in its issue of July 5, 1968, carried 
an article on Page A—1 captioned, ’’Dynamite Hijack Try Just a 
Dud”, datelined Las Vegas, Nevada (UPI). This article reported 
that a Federal prisoner Identified as John Hamilton Morris, 48 
of Martin, Michigan, tried to hijack a.commercial airliner, 
July 4, 1968, by falsely reporting he had dynamite on his person. 
His high altitude plot failed completely.

The U. S. Attorney at Las Vegas was expected to take 
this incident before the Grand Jury and ask for an indictment 
charging Morris with attempted hijacking.

The following is an arrest record of John Hamilton 
Morris, FBI Number 4 222 144:

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.
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139-plh

Director.

is’furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

NAME AND NUMBER CHARGE DISPOSITION

custody

John Hamilton
m520Morris

morris 7-9-47

/orris

Morris

Morris
com

2-13-50

Kans interstate

5

INVESTIGATIVE LEADS.

3 yrs 
(3

CONTRIBUTOR OF
FINGERPRINTS

ARRESTED OR
RECEIVED

Morris
H211

t rom
Chillicotl

John H
#27423

John H

mails to defraud
and N^7TA

Interstate
C ominer

John Hamilton

#79'15

Federal Ro!
Chillicothe. Ohio

to Kans

FEDERAL BL REAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON 25. D. C.

MWA.
to delraud

1 leal Center

trom USP
.jeavenv/O]

ing

th .

from USP
Terre
Haute Ir

’JSP

USP
4 an s

18—70JS2-3 U. S. SOVtRHMCHT nlKThS Office

Newark. NJUS'!

trans
int
defraud

The notations are based on data

John Hamilton
l or ri s #11520 -

Mo

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTJCI

0 The following FBI record, NUMBER

US*/, Newark, NJ

Terre Haute

Leavenworth

for Fed Prisoners
Springfield Mo

Springfield

#5090

John H
#64 506

John H
#6954-H

4 222 144

not giver

(in trans.

(in trans

irons

John Hamilton

Me rri/

'/io. of Lyor Act

Longing che :ks

using mails

stolen auto
Using mails

NMVTA & us
mails to defraud

forged
Securities

Notations indicated by ♦ ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI file?.

s^nt. 3 yrs

2-I5-5O, remov;

USM prisoner

furnished this Bureau concerning, individuals of the same or similar rJunes or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS
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IL 'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU CE- * 
h FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG/gg^N
F WASHINGTON 25t D. C. V

12-14-66 
(139-plh)

Director,

The following FBI record, NUMBER 4 222 144 is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER ARRESTED OR 

RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION

SO Springfield Mo John Hamilton 
Morris 
#S-20937

8-27-57 H/F U SCM (sub­
versive use of 
mails Postal MO 
viol)

to be TOT USI 
Calif

PD Los Angeles 
Calif

John Hamilton 
Morris
#LA 75 882-M

11-12-57

<

forg of fict 
name
forg 4 cts

nt glty by 1 
reason of ini 
sanity D45 I 
1-29-58 Co I 
198783 on chi 
of varr 1 
130792(4) fol 
fict name fol 
4 cts I

SO Los Angeles 
Calif

John Hamilton 
Morris 
#A-57532/B- 
516022 ■

11-7-57 failure to 
appear for jury 
triajl

11-12-57 roll 
case dism a 1 
oust Los Anc-.l
PD 1

PD San Mateo Calif
* John Hamilton 

Morris 
#28219

6-6-58 forg (chex) 7-10-58 heldl 
ans Sup Crbl

see s upp 1 e ;r 21

SO Redwood City 
Calif

St Bu Sacramento 
Calif

John Hamilton 
Morris 
#24505

John Hamilton 
Morris
#ASH 6096

*

7-10-58

9-22-58

forg & ETE
Fresno & San Jos 
PD

criminally 
Insane 1368 PC 
Atascadero St 
Hosp Atascadero 
Calif

i-26-59, 1 1
3 Cd J susp 1 

on 1-27-59 I 
to Fresno S| 
1—5“59 disci

/ ■
SO Fresno Calif John Hamilton 

Morris #60409
2-12-59 PC 836 escape 2-12-59 no 1 

ch^s filed I

PD Fresno Calif John Hamilton 
Morris #12972

2-18-59 foxjg-PT escape see supple

FBI: Chgo in ' John Hamilton 
Morris
#-- 7 w

8-24-59 bank robb
**~^***^^

Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on ca 
formerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LIST!’ 
ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS.
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? h .

because

JJ

There must be a conclusion'

dissatisfied The dockets.

2002.”

• Consequently, his righty to appeal was waived

it is well•settled in Tennessee that when a defendant pleads

guilty and fully understands what he is doing, as •wo believe .

this defendant did, there can be no legal ground to justify

the granting of a new trial Otherwise, the doors of our.

state prisons would remain ever aj'ar to those who are

incarcerated therein on pleas of guilty, and who becoming

seek relief on motions for new trial

of our courts would become congested with such procedure, and

these cases would never be closed.

to litigation sometime, even in a criminal case, in spite of

the liberal interpretations of the law by some of our courts

To allow such procedure would be permitting ■ those defendants

to toy with the courts

In State ex rel. Richmond vs. Henderson, 4)9 S.W.2d 265

264, it was said by this Court:

'This rule has been applied to any number of 
situations arising in a criminal case, including
that situation involving the advice or urging of
defense counsel for the defendant to enter a plea

In cases in which this exercise ofof guilty.
judgment by counsel (that of urging.a defendant 
to enter a plea of guilty) has been attacked
has uniformly been held that this is not a ground

Davis v. Bomarfor invalidating the judgment.
544 F.2d 84 (6th Cir.), cert, denied, 582 U.S. 885 
86 S.Ct. 177, 15 L.Ed.2d 124 (1965); Application 
of Hodge, 262 F.2d 778 (9th Cir. 1958); Shepherd 
v. Hunter, 165 F.2d 872 (10th Cir. 1947); Crum 
v. Hunter, 151 F.2d 559 (10th Cir. 1945), cert.

Diggs v. Welch, 80 U.S.App.D.C 5, 148 F.2d 667 
cert, denied, 525 U.S. 889, 65 S.Ct. 1576, 89 L.Ed.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



under our

his

There is

influenced

say.

t-i

The

It was his and his

punishment and retribution The defendant, by

his own voluntary dnd uncoerced action received such, or what

he thought was then just punishment, and will now not be heard

to complain

This well planned and welJL executed killing would

indicate the defendant to be of at least or over-average

intelligence, and certainly of such intelligence as to understand

•what^he vas doing when he went to the “bargaining table,” to

decide his fate, - whether to plead as he did or take

chances at the hands of a jury He made the bargain

no claim that the State or the court below coerced or

him in any manner to make this decision

alone, with the aid of the advice of his chosen private counsel

Whether or not they made a mistake in judgment is not for us to

In Tennessee, as in all other liberty loving civilized

countries, ambush killers are not looked upon with much favor

say the least In a country where you do not shoot a sitting

duck or a fowl unless In flight: where a rabbit or other game

of the field is allowed its chance to run: and where one does

not shoot down his fellowman unless that man has committed an

overt act that would justify the defendant in so doing, jurors

are inclined to deal harshly with such defendants

defendant and his attorney, with his years of experience, knew

this, and in the light of this knowledge of human nature to reac

violently against those who have committed unprovoked violence,
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The sharply-worded Opin- _ t 
ion said Ray had knowingly " * 
pleaded guilty in Criminal 
Court at Memphis to the 
slaying of the civil rights 
leader. The eight-page deci­

' sion added that Ray had 
been represented by compe­
tent and nationally promi­
nent counsel, and that he 
had Waived all rightsof ap­
peal in entering his plea.

“The court finds that the 
defendant Willingly, know­
ingly and intellingently with 
the advice of competent 
counsel entered a plea of 
guilty to murder in the first
degree by lying in wait, and 
this court cannot sit idly by 
While deepening disorder, 
disrespect for constituted au­
thority, and mounting vio­
lence and murder -stalk the 
land andlet waiting Justice 
sleep/’' the Supreme Court •

f

the state penitentiary for the ; ] 
April 4, 1568; sniper slaying- / 
of King in Memphis. Ris bid ; 
Mr a new trial had been re- 
j*£fied;h^ state Court of

was 
W^Mon that Was ap- . 
pealedto theSupreme Court.

Today’s doo^dn. traced 
the history of the Ray case 
through Tennessee courts, 
from his guilty plea at Mem­
phis March 10, to his letter 
to the late Judge Preston 
Battle stating his intention to 
seek a new trial, through his 
subsequent appeals.

It said that Ray had 
waived his right of appeal. 
“I . , It is well settled in 
Tennessee that when a de- 
fendaht pleads guilty and 
fully understands whhtheis

■ fendant did, there can be no 
ground to. justify the grant­
ing Of a new trial/* theopurt

the doors of
I our stay prisons woukf reH *
I . main erer ajar to those who.
I , are incarcerated therein on 
I pleas Cot guilty, and who be- - 
I come jjissattsfied, se^k relief 
I on motions for a new trial.’* 
I The J court; rejected Ray’s .
I contention that his letter M 
I Judge Battle two days after 
I his imprisonment at Nash- 
I- ^lle constituted an automat- 
I ic motion for a new trial 
I which, because of Battle’s ’ 
I death s h o r 11 y afterwards,. 
I must be automatically grant-.;; 
I ed under Tennessee law.- : .
I The high court decision 
I closed the door on efforts 
I through the state court sys- 
I tern for a new trial in the 
I Ray case. -
I There are other possible 
I avenues open, however.

I Ray’s attorneys have hint-
I ed that he might carry the - 
I fight into the federal courts. ■ « 
I At the time he pleaded 
I guilty to the King slayings : 
| Ray was represented by 

Percy Foreman, a Mtionalty 
known attorney from Hous-

I ton, Tex. .
I Foreman entered the case 
I after Arthur Hanes, former 
I - Birmingham, Ala.’ mayor, 
I had been dismissed by Ray.

I Ray has carried on a run- 
I ning court battle with both 
I Foreman and Hanes since 
I his trial, petitioning federal 
I court to declare invalid con­
I tracts with Ray for publics- 
I tion of a book about his> 
I volvement in the King mur­
I der. ■ -
I William , Bradford Huie,
■ the author, also was in­
I volved in the suitsbut feder- 
I al rulings in these petition#
■ ateo haWgone against Rw^ ’ *
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^ssSi^ 1
his followers for the Sept. 29 tafi 
assembly chambers. There w 
nay votes scattered among the a

Wins Aware
One of the Nixon tdmlnistratl 

ranking black officials has bel 
Freedoms Foundation award foi 
a neighborhood self-help project 

. ^i® state. ArtiiurFletcher, assj 
^uy of labor, won the award] 
£ferm a development corporate 
/pressed neighborhood in Pasco] 
■residents bought stock in the] 
•and now own a shopping center ]

Going Bacfl
A 24-year-old ex-Marine 4 

Congressional Medal of HonoJ 
plans to re-enlist at San Fra] 
because he “couldn’t find, ail 
civilian that appealed to me.” I 
A. Pittman, who has had only ! 
since suffering an eye defect] 
said he spent 20 frustrating 4 
hometown of Stockton, Calif.,] 
come a law enforcement officer!

^Mississippi River
S . Mississippi River will change a*

►2 At Caruthersville It will fair .3 foot 
^by Friday, .8 foot'by Saturday and 1.0 
*4oat by Sunday morning.
*4 At Memphis It wilt rise .4 foot by 
^RWwUnd then fall .2 foot Sy Satur-

it AtHeiena It will rise .8 foot by 
^iP1*!^' $ foot by Saturday and then 
#*fall .i W bvSMwww

^St Louts .............. . 30 0.9 +0.6
SCalh) (Ohio, tty ........ 40 37.0 -0.4

% Helena ................ 44 28.9 +1.1, 
^Greenville Bridge .....48 32.6 +14 
W New Orleans T-.........17 5.5 +0.9
‘*x . ^. OM|O,MV’%S «, ,r 
(.-Cincinnati .....52 29.1 —1.5 
ti • st. Pronate River ,„ . ,, 
itiMadlSMi ..... .. ... .. 31 x1X9 +0.7L TENNESSEE RIVER 
^Florence ............ .. 1# 13.9 +1.J
^MckWtek, IK®..........   - 4JJ.3 -0?
ft Pickwick, L.G............. — 3734 —5.3
*i Kentucky, U.G.........  - M63 rM.
S White River Md Tributaries
^GreersjFerry, U.G. ... - .W -0-3 
k-CIbrenden 26 S.7 —0.3& Yazoo Tributaries ■ x I
i^Arkobutia Dorn, U.G. . — 223.4 —0.3 

, J*Sardis Dam, U.G. .....-* K t!-!
’ rj fnkPDam, U.G. ...:. 4 Wk*- 40.11 

^Grenada Dam, U.G. .. - 213.2 -O.li

Forecast ' I
Sunny this afternoon and ciear to- l 

nlrtit. Fair Friday. Continued very cold I 
through Friday. Him this afternoon I 
around 18, Mr* tonight about 'S, hldh J 
Friday near 24. Winds northwest IMS n 
m.p.h. witn gusts tfo to'25 m.p.h. this 1 
afternoon, becoming lt» win J m.p.h. d 
tonioht. Outlook for Saturday: Partly 1 

cloudy and not so cold. J

Mid-South Weather 1
WEST TENNESSEE; Sunny this aft- I 

ernoon and clear tonight becoming I EO?W®i: 

mostly In the 20s. wind# northwest .1 
IMS nM. with ousts to 28 mM i 
1ms afternoon, becoming. rose than 5 ■ 
m.p.h. tonlMt. Outtook for Saturday: ■

afternoon arid clear to tonlohtz bfeean* I 
iria partly cloudy Frktov,&ntlhue4 I 
very cold through Priddy. < Hwr th)# ■ 
dftemoorr In the low to middle 20s, tow I; ws ffMrwss 1 

IfSStF^ female toSS^ I

—MISSISSIPPI; Sunny this 1
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Mr. Walters

DIRECTOR FBI

1970

RGJ:ME
(3)

Date:

D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

1/8/70
Casper-

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Boyars.
Tele. Room

(44-38861)
Miss Gandy

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

Submitted herewith for the Bureau’s information
is an article which appeared in the

i dated January 8 It is to be
Memphis Press-Scimitar

article states
that the Tennessee Supreme Court in
denied JAMES EARL RAY a new trial

The Memphis Office will secure copy

decision

decision and forward same for completion of Bureau's file

Bureau 
Memphis

\|04^

1 JAN 12 1970

iO-iurt’Oii.? omcE
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