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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Phoenix, Arizona 
September 4, 1969

JAMES EARL RAY
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 
VICTIM

On July 25, 1969, C. R. CRANK, JR., Superintendent, 
Federal Detention Center, Florence, Arizona, made available 
the attached copy of a letter written by JOHN HAMILTON MORRIS 
inmate of that institution to Mr. PETER GOLDMAN, 444 Madison 
Avenue, New York City, New York. Mr. CRANK pointed out that 
the significance of this letter was the fact that MORRIS 
indicated that JAMES EARL RAY had been paid by an individual 
known as "BIG D”. Mr. CRANK advised that MORRIS was 
received at that institution on July 19, 1969, and was 
incarcerated there until July 25, 1969.

MORRIS was maintained at that institution as 
a stop-over while en route from San Francisco, California, 
to Leavenworth, Kansas. He explained that MORRIS was serving 
a sentence at U. S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth, and had been 
removed from that institution to San Francisco, where he 
was afforded a hearing on a Writ of Habeas Corpus.

Mr. CRANK advised that an information card main­
tained by that institution on MORRIS indicated that he had 
been convicted for crimes of bank robbery in 1949, bank 
robbery in 1969 and aircraft piracy in 1969. His attorney 
was listed as PAUL L. LARSEN, 309 South Third Street, Las 
Vegas, Nevada.

MORRIS is described as follows:
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