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Ms’. STEPHENS stated that the man who was in
Apartment 5B had eheeked in about 3:00 or 3;30 p.m. on
April 4, 1968. He stated he was sure of this because he had ' 
heard th® landlady showing him -the apartment at that time. He 
stated he glanced out of his door and got a fairly good look at 
the man who he described as being a white male5 5’ 10-11”; 
weighing 165 pounds; slender build; ruddy complexion; sandy 
hair; had a long, sharp pointed nose; wearing what appeared to 
be a dark blue or black suit, white shirt and dark tie.

Mr.. STEPHENS stated that th® man who he saw running
out of th® bathroom closely resembled the man who had checked 
into Apartment 5B. He said he could only see the man who ran 
from the bathroom from behind, but his general build, hair 
coloring and clothes were the same as th® individual in 
Apartment 5B,

Mr. STEPHENS described .the individual,he saw .running 
out of th® bathroom as follows:

. .Rac^
Sex 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Complexion 
Hair 
Clothing

White '
Male •
5 *10-IT* .
165 .
Slender 
Ruddy 
Sandy, slightly on dark side 
Wearing dark suit

' Mr. STEPHENS added that he had never met the man who 
checked into Apartment 5B, talked to him, or knew his name.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, Room 6-B, second floor
^22| S. Main, Street, furnished the following information to 
Lieutenant J. D. HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON:

Mr. STEPHENS, who stated he is 46 years of age
and his wife occupy 2 rooms in the north wing of a rooming 
house, the address of which is 422| S. Main Street. This 
Rooming house actually covers the second floor.of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS’ room being located in the 
north building in the southeast corner of the north building.

Sometime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1968,
he and his wife were in their room. His wife, who has 
recently been in the hospital for an extended period of 
time, was in bed in their combination of living-bedroom. 
He was in the kitchen, which is east of the 1 jiving-bedroom. 
He was repairing a radio on a table located at' the north 
wall of the kitchen. Immediately north? of him is a common 
bathroom which is located at the oast ©nd of as east-west 
hallway in the north building. While he was repairing the 
radio, he heard what he is certain was a shot, and he is 
certain that shot came from the bathroom from a jpoint 
within just a few feet of where he was sitting. He has no 
way of knowing the time but can only estimate it was sometime 
between 5:00 and 6:00 PM.

Upon hearing this shot, he walked out oi’ the kitchen
through his living-bedroom and opened the door leading onto 
the hallway and observed a man running west down thiis hallway 
and this man was carrying a large bundle of some kind. He 
would estimate that this bundle or package was at least
3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inches thick. Although he saw the 
man and the bundle only momentarily, he gained the impression 
that the bundle was wrapped in something, possibly a newspaper. 
This man continued running to the end of the hallway turning 
left (south) and apparently thereafter ran down the st-airways 
onto the street, although he could not actually see this man 
going down the stairway.___________________________________________

■4/5/68 Memphis/Tennessee ME 44-1987^^ 7> ^2)

SA FRANKLIN L. J0W0N /bbs r t t . 4/9/68
------------------------------------------------It------------------------------------------- Date dictated-----------------------------------------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and i s loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside you r agency.
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It immediately oecu^ygdl to Mr. STEPHENS that 
thio was the s»® man h® had! se®a earlier in the afternoon, 
possibly around mid-afternoon, standing at the door to 
room 5-B whieh is Ideated immediately west of Mr. 
STEPHENSb living-bedroom. He stated that around mid­
afternoon he had seen a man with Mrs. WWE® standing in the 
hallway at the entrance to room 5-B looking into room 5-B. 
He saw the man’s left side. Th® man had nothing in his hands 
at the time. He assumed this was some new guest looking 
at a room.

. Mr. STEPHENS stated that he and his wife remained 
in ■■their room the-rest of th© afternoon. He pointed out that 
he, Mr.' STEPHENS,' is a’disabled veteran who has1 been treated 
for tuberculosis, and he spends most of his time in his rooms 
With his wife who" is"'also ill and who at .present is a bed

Sometime after seeing thisman with Mrs. BRENER, he 
heard someone in room 5-B and assumed the man hehad seen 
had rented th® room next door. He stated tlat he recalls 
on several different occasions hearing footsteps in this room 
and also leaving from this room past his (Mr. STEPHENS’s) 
room and into the common bathroom at th® east end of the 
hall. He was also very much aware that when the person went 
from room 5-B to the bathroom, that person remained in the bath­
room- .for a considerable period of time. He pointed out that 
this'is particularly noticeable since this is a common bathroom 
Which.must be used by-a number of different tenants. He . . 
also specifically recalled that only on on® occasion did 
he hear the commode being flushed and he was therefor® curious 
as to why this person was spending so much time in the bathroom

He stated that on the last occasion that someone 
went from number 5-B to th® bathroom prior to the time he 
heard the shot, he would estimate that that person remained 
in the bathroom for at least 20 to 30 minutes, During ' 
.this period he heard no noises coming from the bathroom.
He also specifically recalls that during this same period, 
Mr. WILLIS ANCHl&KB (phonetic), who occupies room 4-B, immedi­
ately west of 5-B where th® new tenant apparently was located,
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had knocked ion Mr. STEPHENS’® door and somewhat ^'/angrily 
inquired as to who was staying in the bathroom so long.

It was at the end of this latter period of time
that Mr. STEPHENS heard the above described shot which he 
was certain came from the bathroom. He stated that immediately 
after the shot was fired he heard some people located across 
the street, east of the building where he lives, screaming. 
Due to the excitement of the moment, th© fact that people 
across th® street in the vicinity of th® Lorraine Motel 
were screaming, and the fact that his hearing is not the 
best, he did not hear any additional noises caning from the 
bathroom. He pointed out that he would expect to hear a 
"scuffle” coming from the bathroom if th® man in the bathroom 
had fired the shot that killed MAMIN LUTHER KING, but he 
cannot recall hearing such a ’’scuffle.” He stated that he 
simply has no way of knowing whether the man came out of the 
bathroom, went into room 5-B and then ran out of 5-B down 
the hall toward the front of the building, or whether the man 
in the bathroom ran directly from the bathroom down the 
hallway toward the front of the building. He stated he did 
hesitate a few moments after hearing the shot and hearing the 
screaming outside before he went to the door and looked down 
the hall to see the man running carrying something in his hand.

Mr. STEPHENS advised that the only people in the
north building of this rooming house at the time of this _ 
incident were (1) Mr. STEPHENS, (2) Mr. STEPHENS’® wife, 
who was in bed and who was never in a position to observe 
anything, (3) Mr. WILLIS AKHW (phonetic), above, in room 
4-B, who came out of his room and was seen by Mr. STEPHENS 
at the same time Mr. STEPHENS saw the man running down the 
hall, (4) Mrs-. JESSIE LEDBETTER, a deaf and dumb lady who re­
sides in room 1-B toward the front (west) of the^north wing 
or north building, and (5) the unknown man who had occupied 
room 5-B who was running down the hall as previously stated.

Mr. STEPHENS stated that Mr. ANCHUL® made some remark
to the unknown man who was running down the hallway and the 
unknown man apparently made some kind tf reply.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987
4

Mr. STEPHENS advised that whereas he could hear
footsteps in 5-B and could hear footsteps between 5-B and the. 
bathroom, he at no time heard any conversation in 5-B, 
and he is certain that there was no conversation in 5-B 
from the time the new tenant checked in until the time 
he heard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise or 
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more 
than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good, it is very easy to hear noises 
in the adjoining rooms of this rooming house and he definitely 
can hear normal conversation coming from that room. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that whexi he saw the new tenant with Mrs. 
BREWER standing in front of 5-B, he only saw the left side 
of the new tenant, and when he saw what he believes to be the 
same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear. He pointed out he never saw 
him directly in front, but based upon his observations he 
would describe this person as follows :

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Age:
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Posture: 
Hair:

Unknown 
White 
Male 
"in his 30’s." 
5* 10-11" 
165 pounds 
Average 
Man stood erectly 
Described as sandy, also * 
described as "dark blond" 
orhaving the appearance of 
unwashed sand. 
Further described IMrline 
as receding on left side 
(and presumably on both sides) 
making it appear he would have 
"peaks" on either side but 
with full thick hair toward 
the front center of his head 
between the peaks. Hair 
combed straight back. Normal 
dr average haircut.
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4-650 (Rev. 5-11-73)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

5010-106

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

Mr.-Marshall

P. F^ O’Connell

BUFILE: 44-38861

DATE:

The above captioned file is presently maintained in the Special 
File Room of the Records Section, Files and Communications Division. 
You are requested to have the substantive supervisor, responsible 
for this matter, review the file to determine if it is necessary to 
continue to maintain the file in the Special File Room, or whether it 
may be returned to the regular file sequence. The appropriate 
notation should be made on this memorandum which should be returned 
to the Filing Unit, Room 1116 IB. This memorandum will be filed in 
the case file to record the action taken in connection with this review.

JEB:ncf 
(2)

NOT RECORDED

iuL 1 '^ 1973
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______ M Per
U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

FROM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SUBJECT

F B I

Date: 8/17/73

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) - P* -

RKIN )

ReBuairtel to Memphis 8/9/73

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an LHM 
dated as above, reflecting the interest of HARVEY GIPSON, 
Attorney, Memphis, Tenn., in obtaining statements made by 
CHARLES Q. STEPHENS to the FBI at Memphis, Tenn

^7- Bureau (Enc. 4) 
1 - Memphis

JCHsca 
(3)

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

Agency

Date For,. AUG 2 4 1973 
How Forw

I cc CIVIL RIGHTS UNIT '

Sent
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UNITED) STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Memphis, Tennessee
August 17, 1973

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY _______

Mr. Harvey L. Gipson, Attorney-At-Law, Exchange 
Building, Memphis, Tennessee, has advised the Memphis Office
of the FBI that he is representing Mr. 
in the latter's efforts to obtain some 
money offered by local newspapers, and 
leading to the arrest of the killer of 
Jr. According to Mr. Gipson, a number

Charles Q. Stephens 
or all of the reward 
others, for information 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 
of different reward

offers were made shortly after King‘s murder, and these tdal 
more than $100,000.

Mr. Gipson desires to have copies of all signed 
statements which Stephens may have furnished to the FBI. 
Mr. Gipson has been advised to direct his request to the 
Civil Rights Division of the U. s. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C.

It is noted that Stephens was a roomer in the 
rooming house from which James Earl Ray fired the shot that 
killed King. Stephens was interviewed by FBI Agents, but 
no signed statements were taken.

Much later, Stephens was interviewed by one or more 
representatives of the Department of Justice, and at that time 
he furnished a signed affidavit, the original of which is not 
in the possession of the FBI,

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

F B I

Date: 9/24/73

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO:

FROM:

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTN: LEGAL COUNSEL

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) - P* -

SUBJECT: \MURKIN

Re Memphis airtel to the Bureau 8/17/73

Enclosed for the Bureau are 4 copies of an LHM 
dated as above reflecting the fact that Attorneys HARVEY L. 
GIBSON and ROBERT A. TUCKER have filed a Motion for Discovery 
in the Chancery Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, and have 
requested that SAC JOSEPH V. BAKER appear in that court on 
10/5/73. Also enclosed are two copies each of letter dated 
9/21/73 from Attorneys GIBSON and TUCKER to SAC BAKER and 
two copies of a Motion of Discovery filed by these attorneys 
in the Chancery Court of Shelby County, Tennessee.

As set out in the LHM, USA THOMAS F. TURLEY, WET, 
Memphis, has recommended that SAC BAKER not make such a court 
appearance. SAC BAKER will not appear UACB.

NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN MR FRANK ALLEN AND
SA RICHARD H. BLAY, ON 
ATION OF U.S. ATTORNEY 
APPEAR IN COURT

10/1/73 IN VIEW OF THE RECOMEND- 
TURLEY, MEMPHIS SAC BAKER WILL NOT

(^- Bureau (Enc. B)

1 - Memphis
i ccr*

JCH:ca 
(3)

Date

By:

Special Ag^nt in Charge
Sent ______ M Per__________________

U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

Memphis# Tennessee 
September 24# 1973

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS ~ CONSPIRACY___________

On September 24# 1973# there was received at 
the office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation# 
Memphis# Tennessee# a letter dated September 21# 1973# 
addressed to Special Agent in Charge Joseph V. Baker# 
signed by Attorneys Harvey L. Gipson and Robert A. Tucker. 
Enclosed with this letter was a copy of a Motion for 
Discovery filed in the Chancery Court of Shelby County# 
Tennessee# in the case styled Charles Quitman Stephens# 
Complainant# versus State of Tennessee Et Al# Defendants.

On September 24# 1973# a copy of the letter 
and the enclosed Motion for Discovery were furnished to
u Attorney Thomas F. Turley# Western District of
Tennessee# Memphis. Mr. Turley stated he had not 
received any notification and that service had not been 
made on him and this letter did not constitute service 
under the State law. He recommended that Mr. Baker not 
appear in Chancery Court on October 5# 1973# as requested 
and stated if necessary# a member of the U. s. Attorney’s 
staff would appear and request that the complainant’s 
Motion for Discovery be dismissed.

On September 24# 1973# Attorneys Gipson and 
Tucker were contacted by Special Agent Joe C. Hester 
and were advised that this matter had been referred to 
the U. s. Attorney. They advised that a similar letter 
had been directed to U. s. Attorney Thomas F. Turley. 
They also advised they had written a letter to the U. s
Department of Justice Washington# D. C.# several weeks
ago requesting certain documents in this case and not 
having received a reply to their request# had filed this 
Motion of Discovery in the Shelby County Chancery Court.

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency.

ENCLOSURE
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U«ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FjEDERAL bureau of INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. Memphis, Tennessee 

September 24, 1973

JAMES EARI* RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

On September 24, 1973, there was received at
the office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Meniphis* Tennessee, a letter dated September 21, 1973, 
addressed to Special Agent in Charge Joseph V. Baker, 
signed by Attorneys Harvey L. Gipson and Robert A. Tucker. 
Enclosed with this letter was a copy of a Motion for 
Discovery filed in the Chancery court of Shelby County, 
Tennessee, in the case styled Charles Quitman Stephens, 
Complainant, versus state of Tennessee Et Al, Defendants.

On September 24, 1973, a copy of the letter
and the enclose Motion for Discovery were furnished to 
u. s. Attorney Thomas F. Turley, Astern District of 
Tennessee, Memphis. Mr. Turley stated he had not 
received any notification and that service had not been 
made on him and this letter did not constitute service 
under the state law. He recommended that Mr. Baker not 
appear in Chancery court on October 5, 1973, as reguested 
and stated if necessary, a member of the U. s. Attorney’s 
staff would appear and request that the complainant's 
Motion for Discovery be dismissed.

On September 24, 1973, Attorneys Gipson and
Tucker were contacted by special Agent Joe C. Hester 
and were advised that this matter had been referred to 
the u* s. Attorney. They advised that a similar letter 
had been directed to u. s. Attorney Thomas F. Turley. 
They also advised they had written a letter to the U. s. 
Department of Justice, Washington, D. c., several weeks 
ago requesting certain documents in this case and not 
having received a reply to their request, had filed this 
Motion of Discovery in the Shelby County Chancery Court.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency.
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Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATTENTION:

FROM: SAC

SUBJECT:

(44-1987) (P*)

URKIN /

F B I

Date: 9/27/73

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

(44-38861) 
LEGAL COUNSEL

Re Memphis airtel to Bureau, 9/24/73

Enclosed for the Bureau are 4 copies of an LHM 
dated as above. This memorandum contains a letter dated 
9/25/73 which was addressed to Attorneys HARVEL L. GIPSON 
and ROBERT A. TUCKER by United States Attorney THOMAS F. 
TURLEY, JR., WDT, Memphis, Tenn.

UACB, the SAC of the Memphis Office will be guided 
by the instructions of the USA in regard to his responding
to the above mentioned Motion for Discovery

REC-26 ^

JCH:jap 
(3)

Approved :y
1 | Special Agent

5 6 OCT 10 1973

/ X OCT 1 1973 |
1 cc: AAG, 'CRD, CRIM D j

iate:

^/- Bureau (Encs 
1 - Memphis

Charge
Sent Per__________________

U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. Memphis, Tennessee 

September 27, 1973

JAMES EARL RAY;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM; 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

Attention is called to the memorandum dated
September 24, 1973, captioned as above, wherein it was 
reported that Attorneys Harvey L. Gipson and Robert A. Tucker, 
Memphis, Tennessee, had filed a Motion for Discovery in the 
Chancery Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, in the case 
styled ’’Charles Quitman Stephens, Complainant, v. State of 
Tennessee, Et Al, Defendants.”

Attached to and made a part of this memorandum
is a letter dated September 25, 1973, from United States 
Attorney Thomas F. Turley, Jr., Western District of Tennessee, 
Memphis, Tennessee, to Attorneys Gipson and Tucker, Memphis, 
Tennessee.
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RE: JAMES EARL RAY;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

Transmit the following in

F B I

Date: 10/12/73

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)
Via____AIRTEL

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

HIS (44-1987) (P*)

ATTN: LEGAL COUNSEL

SUBJEC

FROM

dated as

Re Memphis airtel to the Bureau dated 10/11/73.

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an LHM 
above. This LHM contains a letter dated 10/9/73, to the

SAC, Memphis, from attorneys GIPSON and TUCKER, Memphis, Tenn.; 
an Affidavit in Support of a Motion for Discovery and Production 
of Documents and Things for Inspection, Copying and or 
Photographing as Amended; and a list of Documents and Things 
which attorneys Gipson and TUCKER desired to be produced. The 
latter two documents have been filed in the Chancery Court of
Shelby County, Tenn., by attorneys for CHARLES QUITMAN STEPHENS.

J//^"Bureau (Ends. £ 

1-Memphis 
JCH/mah 
(4)

1“:MG(ffiyaiIMD

Via

Bv

«7 OCT 15 1973

id 4gent
ent _

targ
_______M Per
J.S.Government Prlntina Office
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Memphis, Tennes see 
October 12, 1973

JAMES EARL RAY;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR
VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

matter,
Attention is called to previous memoranda in this 

the most recent of which was dated October 11, 1973,
concerning a Motion for Discovery filed in the Chancery Court 
of Shelby County, Tennessee, in the case styled Charles Quitman 
Stephens, Complainant, versus State of Tennessee, Et Al, 
Defendants.

Attached hereto and made a part of this memorandum 
are the following three documents:

1. A letter dated October 9, 1973, addressed to
Mr. Joseph V. Baker, Special Agent 
Investigation, Memphis, Tennessee, 
Gipson and Robert A. Tucker.

in Charge, Federal Bureau of 
from attorneys Harvey L.

2. Affidavit in Support of a Motion for Discovery
and Production of Documents and Things for Inspection, Copying 
and or Photographing as Amended.

3. Documents and Things requested to be produced by 
United States Attorneys Office, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Attorney General’s Office, State of Tennessee, Shelby County 
Sheriff’s Office, City of Memphis, Memphis Police Department.

Documents two and three have been filed in the 
Chancery Court of Shelby County, Tennessee, in the Stephens 
versus Tennessee lawsuit.

United States Attorney Thomas F. Turley, Jr., Western 
District of Tennessee, Memphis, Tennessee, has advised that 
since no service of any kind has been made on either the United 
States Attorney’s Office or on the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, neither of these agencies is a party to this 
lawsuit, nor are they required to respond to this most recent 
action taken by Gipson and Tucker.

ENCLOSURE
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JAMES EARL RAY;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
VICTIM ________

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.

9* -
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U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574

Transmit the following in

AIRTELVia ____________

70

Ap

F B I

Date: 10/11/73

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) ATTN: LEGAL COUNSEL

FROM

SUBJECT

HIS (44-1987) (P*)

RKIN

dated as

Re Memphis airtel to Bureau

Enclosed for the Bureau are 
above. This LHM contains an

dated 9/27/73

four copies of an LHM 
"Amended Motion for
and Things for Inspection,Discovery and Production of Documents ; _ _

Copying or Photographing” which has been filed in the Chancery 
Court of Shelby County, Tenn., by attorneys for CHARLES QUITMAN 
STEPHENS.

Bureau (Ends. 4)
Memphis 

JCH/mah 
(4)

1 cc:

Date:

a.

By

Sent 
gent in Charge

REC-76

B OCT 131973
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Memphi s, Tenne s s ee 
October 11, 1973

JAMES EARL RAY;
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

Attention is called to memorandum dated September 2^ 
1973, and memorandum dated September 27, 1973, regarding 
a Motion for Discovery filed in the Chancery Court of. Shelby
County, Tennessee, in the 
Complainant, versus State

case styled Charles Quitman/,step 
of Tennessee, Et Al, Defendants.

Attached hereto 
is an ’’Amended Motion for

and made a part of this memorandum
Discovery and Production of Documents 

and Things for Inspection, Copying or Photographing” which has
been filed in the Stephens versus Tennessee lawsuit.

Assistant United States Attorney Larry E. Parrish, 
Western District of Tennessee, Memphis, Tennessee, has advised 
that this amended motion in,no way alters the fact that neither 
the United States nor the Federal Bureau of Investigation is- 
involved in this matter, and he stated the filing of this amended 
motion requires no response on the part of the Government.

C
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

CHARLES QUITMAN STEPHENS

Complainant

VS NO: 72333-3 R.D

STATE OF TENNESSEE, et al.

Defendant s

AMENDED MOTION FOR DISCOVERY AND PRODUCTION
OF DOCUMENTS AND THINGS FOR INSPECTION, 

COPYING OR PHOTOGRAPHING.

Comes now your Complainant, Charles Quitman Stephens, 

through his attorneys of record, and would respectively show 

unto this Honorable Court as follows:

That heretofore he filed his motion for Discovery in this 

cause alleging his entitlement to said Discovery under Rule 34 

of the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure 1971. It is Complain­

ant's contention that all rules of discovery are to be taken in 

pari materia( since Rule 34 is the basis for discovery in his 

Original Motion for Discovery, and to eliminate any question, 

Complainant brings this his Amended Motion for Discovery to in­

clude in his original motion all Rules for Discovery under the 

Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure 1971 □

WHEREFORE PETITIONER PRAYS:

1. That all defendants herein in addition to the Memphis 

office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the local 

office of the Attorney General of the United States of 

America, the Attorney General of the State of Tennessee

GIPSON AND 
TUCKER

for the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit. The Shelby County

^C 901/625-6331

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




