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JAMES EARL RAY;
Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR VICTIM

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency.
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G. E. Malmfeldt to Mr. Franck memo 
Re: George McMillan

Ray in the British Court. Since it was the Department’s 
intention to make those limited papers available in the 
future to authors, publishers or members of the public who 
wished to inspect them, Mr. McMillan was invited, by the 
Department, to review those documents only.

RECOMMENDATION:

For information in the event Mr. McMillan contacts 
the Bureau in the future.
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Date: 12/28/73

AIRTEL
Via

(Priority)

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:' MURKIN

Sent
a58 JAH 9 »ffll
Approved:

other action being

Bure au

WGR:dls
(4)

No

developments

taken at this time however
and further

MDT
JAMES E. RAY

Per

S
on 12/27/73Tennessee by

FD-36 (R^'j-22-6^)

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P*)

Re Memphis teletype to the Bureau dated 12/27/73

Enclosed for the Bureau are two photostatic copies 
of a fttition for Temporary Restraining Order and two photo-
static copies of a complaint
District Court

contact will

- Memphis

Nashville
both documents filed in U

be maintained with USA, Nashville
will be properly submitted to the Bureau

IE JAN 2 1974

Special Agent in Charge U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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■ • Kwtegf in his iHS novel
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iho basic question is, what
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/s/ Janies Earl Ray

PF-4

Yours truly, 

/s/ Percy Foreman

of Win. Bradford 
Huie. These are my own piopwly unconditionally.

However, you have heretofore authorized and requested 
me to negotiate a plea of guilty if the State ot Tennessee 
through its District Attorney General and with the ap-. 
proval of the trial judge would waive the death penalty. 
You agreed to accept a sentence of 99 years.

It is contemplated that your case will be disposed of 
tomorrow, March IO, by the above plea and sentence. This 
will shorten the trial considerably. Tn consideration of 
the time it will save me, I am willing to make the follow­
ing adjustment of my fee arrangement with you:

If the plea is entered and the sentence accepted and no’ 
embarassing circumstances take place in the court room, 
I am willing to assign to any bank, trust company or in­
dividual selected by you all my receipts under the above 
assignment in excess of $16.1,000.00. These funds over and 
above the first $163,000.00 will bo held by such bank, trust 
company or individual subject to your order.

I have either spent or obligated myself to spend in ex­
cess of $14,000.00, and I think these expenses should be 
paid in addition to a $130,000.00 fee. I am sure the ex­
penses will exceed $15,000.00 but I am willing to rest on 
that figure.

2025 RELE



(U/22,'69)

Yon are holding as evidence in the ease of The State of

I have this dav
assign them to Percy Fore-

i^

mobile and a Remington rifle, 
and by this letter do here now

g anto- 
o-imied

Shelby County Jail 
Memphis, Tennessee 
November 12, 1968 //'

Respectfully yours, 

A/ James Earl Ray

MR'MkM»Mk^ti»4H*M>M^agAi

Exhibit 4

lion. Phil Canale, Jr. 
District Attorney General 
Shelby County Coin! House 
Memphis, Tennessee

Sheriff William Morris 
Shelby County Court House 
Memphis, Tennessee

Judge W. Preston Battle 
Circuit Judge
Shelby County Court House 
Memphis, Tennessee

o
Gentlemen:

Tennessee v. Janies Earl Ray a 19(57 White Mu<

man, mv attorney, of Houston, Texas, as his property 
absolutely. At the conclusion of my trial, he will request 
delivery of these items to him or his order. This is your 
authorization and my request that you give them to hint

EASE UNDER E.O. 14176



December 18, 19^8

JAMES EARL RAY

THE COURT: Alright, Mr. Foreman, I believe about a month

ago I asked you to give me a report on your 

progress in the matter about this time.

MR, FOREMAN: Yes, your Honor. May it please the Cauirt, 

' . when I cane into this case on the 10th of Nowember,

* . the afternoon, I had no intention or plans oar

expectations of being, I was committed to mamy 

Courts, however, it came to me as my duty bo^th 

to my profession and to my man, to accept tine

case. I have spent most of the time, more than

three fourths of the time since I was committed 

to this to arrange my docket so that I would! 

have tine’ for this case. All of the Courts in 

Texas both Federal and State have deferred to
f

my responsibilities in this case. However, the 

first two weeks of the effort from the 12th of

November, maybe a few days longer than that, 

were dedicated to attempting to get the results 

of the investigation of the counsel in the 

case ahead of myself. I eventually received 

a transmittal of what reported to be an inves­

tigation accompanied with a letter stating that, 

of course most of the investigation is in "the
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wind of the lawyer and the, 

’ may have been stated or may 

ebout the case being ready

regardless of via® 

have been printed ■

for trial, yo^

" Honor, in my experience and my judgment, the 

case was not and is not and will be a miraO

• if it is ready for trial on March 3rd. I

was furnished a list 

. ♦ by'the prosecution.

95 would probably be

of sone 360 witnesses 

I was told that 90 to 

all that would be used

' . but I vas not given the names of those 90 to

• ’ 95 so that I am relegated to attempting to ^

' contact and I have made arrangements to that

. • . end to the best of my ability, your Honor.

. ' May it please the Court, tere is no money

'whatever available in this case for either

1 investigating expenses or attorney fees as of

- now. There have been numerous offers by

publications, magazines and writers to unSer­

. - \ write the fees of this defendant but most of 

• .. ' them have a hook in them. I am not billing

. at this late period of my life to prostitute 

' •principles that I hold dear in defense of a

thorou^ case to a

Boy ^® th&t "there

• Wider vhich these

did not induce me

. pandering press and it 

will be an arrangement 

can be available but W 

to come into this case and
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that have to be answered under oath so raise 

' youi- right hand, ”Do you solemnly swear that

. , you will truthfully

• . asked you" about your

answer the questions

indigency at this tine?

DEFENDANT:

THE COURT:

Yes, Sir.

Alright, you can put down your hand. Do

you have any money or property available to 

make available for the investigation of your

’• . case and for the expenses of so investigating?

DEFENDANT:

THE COURT:

MR. DWYER:

‘any

THE

MR

-THE

COURT

DWYER:

COURT *

MR.

Alright, you can be seated. k

Your Honor, do we have the right to ask him 

questions about his indigency?

No, Sir, I can handle that myself.

Thank you, your Honor. ,

Mr, Foreman, I think the requirements of

this case ore peculiar in that as I observed

- once before we have seme 3^0 potential witnesses.

They are scattered over North America and Europe. 

’ You as I understand it practice alone.

FOREMAN:

■ THE COURT:

Yes, your Honor.

I think that we have here one of the finest

Public Defender’s

about. They have

and the necessary

They don’t merely

Offices as I know anything

the necessary expertise

policy of any I know of.

put up a token defense

-27
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FILED^-i 
j. BLACK

IK THE

■ *

STATE OF

Vs

CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

Division III

TENNESSEE

Ko. 16645 and No. 16819

JAMES EARL RAY,

Defendant

TO SAID HONORABLE COURT;

I

COMES NOW, James Earl Ray, Defendant in

. and numbered causes presently pendin,

Court and files this Motion to Permit

selection to take photographs of said

' pose of obtaining funds with which to

his case or cases; and, in support of

’ pectfully show said Honorable Court;

I.

on the

the above styled

docket of this

a photographer of his 

defendant Tor the pur -

prepare for the trial of

said motion, would res -

Defendant is advised that there is a commercial value to

a series of pictures if they can be made available as exclusive

to a picture magazine and that this value is respectively either 

$3,000.00 or $5,000.00.

II

That^there is insufficient money available to bring necessary 

witnesses from other States and other Countries, unless this re-

quest be granted. That, if granted, all such monies derived fro:

the sale of said pictures, will be expended

ration for trial and the trial of said case

' dant is without funds or monetary resources

in the actual prepa­

or cases. That Defen-

with which to prepare

his case properly for trial, unless these funds be made available,

III

’ ‘ Defendant says that the taking of a great number of photo -

- . graphs will be necessary in orden to obtain the tv;o or three dozen 

.• that would comprise the selection for publication, and this would 

, ' require a considerable period of time for the photographer to pro- 

miuhlT-
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IM THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY

■ STATE OF TENNESSEE

Vs

JAMES EARL RAY

DIVISION III
FILED-6^.  
J.

CLLM- 
^{j. C

DOS 16645 and 16619

MOTION TO DESIGNATE COURT REPORTERS AUD PROVIDE FOR 
THEIR COMPENSATION BY THE STATE GF TENNESSEE

TO SAID HONORABLE COURT;

, ’ COMES HOW, James Earl Ray, Defendant 

and numbered causeo and files this Motion

Reporters and to enter an order that will

in the above styled

to Designate Court

provide for the pay­

jnent of their fees by the State of Tennessee; artd, in support 

of said motion would respectfully show the Court as follows, to

wit:-

Said Defendant has heretofore testified in open court to 

. tho fact that he is an indigent person and has been so adjud­

icated by this Court; and, pursuant to said finding this Court 

has appointed the Public Defender of Shelby County to act as 

' counsel for said Defendant. Co-counsel, Percy Foreman, admit - 

ted for the purpose of appearing in the above cases has received 

no fee and does not contemplate that he will receive any such

fee.for his appearance herdin. .

it
This motion is filed pursuant to the provisions of the Ten- 

nossco Code of Criminal Procedure, Articles 4'0-2029 through 40- 

■ 2043, inclusive, the same being Chapter 221 of the Seslons Laws 

’ of the Legislature of the State of Tennessee, Acts of 19^5» which 

give- the Court the power and authority to grant all of the relief 

•J herein prayed for, and, in the opinion of the attorneys for this 

b; Defendant, make the granting of such relief mandatory?.

befendin
7 • \ni
it at 0 Hol by County e’e is’a

•zing’a -j
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description of this defendant at all and

vould be very material evidence if I were

on.the Jury and I think the Trial Judges

and trial lawyers would know that such •

material testimony would be material and

ve think we are entitled to produce it

the

the

THE COURT:

only way that we can. I

$5,000 in a minute, your

I imagine ve will get to

things in a few minutes

will get to

Honor

a number of

MR. FOREMAN: At any rate, I will dispose of that

.at this time. Your Honor that $5,000

is on

trust

lf.it

deposit in a

fund and the

were to come

bank in

expense

within,

another, in a

of this case

from the defense

standpoint, if it were to come within the

$5*000, it would be some merit to the argu­

ment of Mr. Dwyer but the

out of pocket expense for

• case, if we are relegated

expense, actual

the trial of this

to bringing wit- ‘

.nesses here for the defense alone, will run

$50,000 or $100,000, your Honor, and

. intend to report to the Court and to

. the Court cancelled checks for o-vc

of expense in this case if th

receive and review them tecau

said at the conclusion of

giv

item
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I did not receive anythin" for my pert of

this case and it is true that this $5,000

that he speaks of was paid. It was due

under a previous contract ‘between the

previous attorney, the defendant and Mr.

Huie and Mr. Huie asked permission to

pay it but_that^s all that has been paid

your Honor, and as of today I have no

reason to believe that anything else will

be paid. It was already accumulated. It

was due under this contract to have been

paid December the 12th and it was paid

. as soon as we would permit Mr. Huie to .

do it. How, that’s the $5,000. It will

not go anywhere near the compensation.

. Actually, we already have accumulated

alleged bills more^than twic^ what the

$5>000 would amount to. How, going on

to the other witnesses here, we don’t

• we at least hope this Court does not

picking our cue from the argument

• < the prosecuting attorney, believe

anybody can prove any' fact either

of

that

from

the Missouri State Penitentiary or else­

where that we are relegated to what the

; ' prosecution believes will be a favorable

witness to prove that fact. Ve are, we

^1“
•21-
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olemwssee ^tah ^nifrnttnrg
STATION A ® NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37203

MEMORANDUM

June 27, 1973

. TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

James Earl Ray 65477
Unit 1

Robert V. Morford, Deputy Warden 

Exercise Privileges

Your memorandum of June 24 concerning your recreational 
privileges has been forwarded to my attention. There 
are several residents beside yourself who are offered 
exercise in the smaller enclosure rather than the larger 
yard, and it is not factual that a different set of rules 
applies to you specifically. In regards to your statement 
that "about once every three days" you are offered the 
opportunity of going to the smaller yard, the facts 
do not support your statement. ■

A log is maintained on each resident in Unit 1 to 
■ indicate when they exercise or when they are offered the 

; opportunity of exercising. This log book, in regards 
to your situation, reveals the following: .

. 1) On June 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 20, 21,
not offered the opportunity to exercise.

and 22 you were

2) On June 3, 
■ smaller yard.

' 3) On June 13

6, 9, 10, and 11 you did exercise in the

15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 25, and 26
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FD-36 (RAv 
Y

F B*

Date: 12/27/73

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL_______
(Priority)

TO:

FROM

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P*)

subject Kourkin

Enclosed for the Bureau are original and one copy 
of a newspaper clipping from the "Commercial Appeal," a Memphis 
Tennessee, daily newspaper, for 12/27/73.

This office has received no information regarding
JAMES EARL RAY’s having filed any motion in the USDC at Nashville 
Tennessee. Memphis will maintain contact with appropriate 
court officials and with the USA, Nashville, and will promptly 
advise the Bureau of any additional developments

LEADS:

THE MEMPHIS DIVISION

AT NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

Will maintain contact with the USA and with the offj 
of Judge L. CLURE MORTON regarding any motion filed by J
EARL RAY indicating tt^lt he
conspiracy to murder TIN

was involved 
LUTHER KING

with others in a

t^ - Bureau (Encs. 2 INCLOSURE 
1 - Memphis

JCH:cjs 
(3)

Aglnt in Charge

REC 27

Sent

IB JAN 2 1974

______ M Per
U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574
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FD-35Q (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

TV Station Says Ray ' 
Named Others In Plot

NASHVILLE, Dec. 26. - 
(UPI) —A television station 
qu o t e d “highly placed 
sources” Wednesday night 
as saying James Earl Ray 
has completed a document 
in which he names several 
persons who he claims were 
involved in a conspiracy to 
assassinate D r. Martin 
Luther King Jr.

However, U-S. Dist. Judge 
L. Clure Morton said late
Wednesday he had received 
no documents from Ray, 
who is serving 99 years in court clerk’s office said they
the state-prison here .-follow- could find no record of hay­
ing his conviction in the 1968 
murder of the civil rights *
leader in Memphis.

Several federal court 
clerks also said they had re­
ceived no such document by 
closing time Wednesday.

WSM-TV said the sources 
said Ray’s statement was at­
tached to a writ mailed to 

the U.S. District Court 
Saturday and that it named 
persons W h o he claimed 
gave him money to partici­
pate in a conspiracy.

WSM said Ray “is report­
ed to have dismissed his lat­
e s t attorney, Washington 
lawyer Bernard Finsterwald, 
and is apparently represent­
ing himself.”

Efforts to reach Finster- 
w aid Wednesday night 

- failed.
Last week state Correc­

tions Commissioner Mark

Luttrell said he had ap­
proached the U.S. Bureau of 
Prisons about getting. Ray 
transferred to a federal 
maximum security 
penitentiary.

WSM said Ray reportedly 
did not like the idea and “re­
portedly drew up a writ 
which wa s forwarded to 
federal court in an effort to 
block the proposed trans­
fer.” . .

“Officials in the federal

i n .g : received the petition
from Ray,” W S M said. 
“However, the spokesman 
said Ray filed a writ as a

. pauper and that it probably 
went to Judge L. Clure 
Morton.”

Reached at his home, 
Morton said he had received 
no letter or document from 
Ray. .

Morton’s assistant, Claude 
Raymer, told WSM that if 
Morton had received such a 
writ, he probably would not 
release it to the public be­
fore making a decision.

But Raymer told the sta­
tion he had no personal 
knowledge of any communi­
cations from R a y to the 
court in recent weeks.

One federal court source 
said that as of closing time 
Wednesday, no such docu­
ment had been filed in the 
civil division.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)

PAGE 3

___  COMMERCIAL APPEAL

___  MEMPHIS, TENN

Date: / ^ - / 5

Edition:

Author:

Editor: GORDAN HANNA
Title:

Character:

or

Classification:

Submitting Office:MEMPHIS
| | Being Investigated
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Named Others In Plot
NASHVILLE, Dec. 23. — 

(UPI) —A television station 
quoted ‘‘highly placed 
sources” Wednesday night 
as saying James Earl Ray 
has completed a document 
in which he names several 
persons who he claims were 
involved in a conspiracy to 
assassinate D r. Martin 
Luther King Jr.

However, U.S. Dist. Judge 
L. Clure Morton said late 
Wednesday he had received 
no documents from Ray, 
who is serving 99 years in 
the state prison here follow­
ing his conviction in the 196S 
murder of the civil rights 
leader in Memphis.

Several federal court 
clerks also said they had re­
ceived no such document by 
closing time Wednesday.

WSM-TV said the sources 
said Ray’s statement was at­
tached to a writ mailed to 

the U.S. District Court 
Saturday and that it named 
persons who he claimed 
gave him money to partici­
pate in a conspiracy.

WSM said Ray ‘‘is report­
ed to have dismissed his lat­
e s t attorney. Washington 
lawyer Bernard Finsterwald, 
and is apparently represent-
ing himself.”

Efforts to reach 
w a 1 d Wednesday 

- failed.

Finster- 
night

Last week state Correc­
tions Commissioner Mark

Luttrell said he had ap­
proached the U.S. Bureau of 
Prisons about getting Ray 
transferred to a federal 
maximum security 
penitentiary. •

WSM said Ray reportedly 
did not like the idea and ‘‘re­
portedly drew up a writ 
which wa s forwarded to 
federal court in an effort to 
block the proposed trans-. 
fer.” .

“Officials in the federal 
court clerk’s office said they 
could find no record of hav- 
i n g received the petition 

1 from Ray,” W S M said.
‘‘However, the spokesman 
said Ray filed a writ as a

! pauper and that it probably 
went to Judge L. Clure 
Morton.”

Reached at his home. 
Morton said he had received 
no letter or document from 
Ray. .

Morton’s assistant, Claude 
Raymer, told WSM that if 
Morton had received such a 
writ, he probably would not 
release it to the public be­
fore making a decision.

But Raymer told the sta­
tion he had no oerscnal 
knowledge of any communi­
cations from R a y to the 
court in recent weeks.

One federal court source 
said that as of closing time 
Wednesday, no such docu­
ment had been filed in tie 
civil division.

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.)
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