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Lo lei The following material has been reproduced
..Tor excising and review at- FBIHQ by representativesa aof
the Eﬁouse Select COmmittee ‘on Assassinations&

File No.‘ :‘_Ji‘/- SJ:CBI
.‘Section _fg
;Serials Si 3 Q through S 7&7

(except following serials not in
file on this date' -
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£l 'I‘he ﬁrst defimtlve btography of the alleged assassm of Dr Martxn Luther Ktng lS sch

e

for pubhcation in the fall of 1975 by Little, Brown. It is IAMES EARL RAY‘ An Amerxcan |

4

George Mchllan, a portrant of the ma.n who once pleaded gullty to the murder of the promme

- rlghts ),eader hut who now mststs that he was. coerced into that plea o

'1’ A“ .

wlnte Mustang im:o Memphxs the day before Dr ng was murdered
Unlike other hooks published recently about Amerlcan pohtical assasslnations i

thts hiography of Ray is not centered ona, consptracy theory. B
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m: : Jms ‘EARL RAY

; CIVIL nmn'fs eousmucy

‘on uay 24, 1974, Distric 'ney :
Stanton, Jr, Memphis, Tennessee, conﬂdent:lally advised
»1thnt he 'had been approaohed by Mr, Robert Livingston who
48 one of the attorneys for James Earl Ray, Mr. Livin;eton
. insisted that Mr, Stanton mot inform the Federal ‘Bureau .0
‘Investigation (FBI) of the story that Livingston was to:
‘tell Stamnton, claiming that his 1life was in great danger
~The etory related by Livingston to Stanton is as tollow(

‘ Buring late uarch, 1974, Livingston was telephonicallyv'
contacted at Memphis by & man who identified himself as . v
© Cliff Andrews, Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada, Andrews. told g »
Livingston that he and two others were responsible for the
murder ‘of King and that all would testify, provided ‘they
‘were granted total 1umun1ty from prosecution, Andrews
1nd1cated either on this occasion or later that he and
- his two friends had been hired by three Memphis busines
ﬁw ‘and by a fourth man from Cape Girardeau, Missouri, to ' .
- murder King, They were to receive $250,000 for the murder,
i, but due to circumstanoes not‘expleined by LivinﬁstOn, he
were never paid. : ‘, R SR T B
1‘ SRR Shortly after reoemving this phone ca11 Andrews?
' oane to Memphis and was met by Livingston at the airport
. According to Livingston, Andrews searched Livingston's car:
. and later his office and made a big production of being :
q;certain that his conversation was not being taped,
‘According to Livingston, Andrews kept ome hand in his coat
at all ti-ee aa though he were wearing ) shoulder holster

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
















































May 23 1974 His name lS Robert Livingston, and;

“hiiAll right sir.v You are going to defend James Earl Ray
;hlf he goes to trial’ | . | \ »
'f fA;5;Yes, that s true.,‘ﬁe have the matter in.the U. s. ‘Supreme
SF»?iCourt rlght now.i I say we do - the State of Tennessee
:hdoes.: They flled thelr ?etitlon for writ of certiorariw
tffand when the case 1s tried in Shelby County Tennesseeion
‘&hits merlts, well the present plan is - there are three

xelawyers 1nvolved and the understandlng w1th Mr. Rayils
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““er. Ray 1s willlng to tak ‘a polygraph:teSt*t°*=hat

effect and answer that duestion; "d1d you actually
fpull the trigger on the rifle that kllled Dr. Martln
5Luther Klng, Jr.?“ He says he did not.,‘We have 1nforma~
f_vtion during the past ninety days that is suff1c1ent to
7;:convince us that he was the "fall guy he was set up
annd he.was "suched in" by a group of hlghly tralnedlﬁ
ﬂ.professionals.aéffr‘ “
LffYou also have information that.would 1dent1fy the maan?
lf?i;who d1d do lt, is that what you ‘are tellrng us’ «‘
i We have strong susplcions 1n that dlrectlon. ;

"Is he a famous man?

i
'y

',Well no, he is not a famous man and e well some of :

.

his .; from many of hlS escapades, 1t is a wonder he
.“fhasn t become a famous man, but he is. not W1de1y knonn
hhiIs he living 1n the Unlted States’ .

»iiWe have reason to believe that he 13'7;N§W’uﬁé.is:fa@9§$“
H?irto'the F B I I will go that far. Einay i

f’*The man that killed Dr. Martin Luther King, then,

S

H;living 1n the‘Unlted States°
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,hat they had to us,' and through investigation and
talk:l.ng to varlous and sundry people around the country
‘:we have come to these conclus1ons.g;“

l‘ Q. For what purpose did he do 1t7

~A For what purpose d1d the man k111 Klng? ‘The guy j'v'»rhc'),_"ﬁ

- actually pulled the trigger"--,ﬂi_‘,’f'[v'.v
Q. Yes, sir.,‘i“
A.‘.'. For money, for ‘money .-I-‘ awsubstantial sum of money. He
had no feellngs one way or the other toward Dr. Klng.
He is a hired klller., He done his thlng, and Dr. Klng ?:
was doing h1s thlng.. He had no qualms w1th Dr. ng
no interest m Dr. King s stand on any matter or
phylosophy. : He did 1t for money, a substantlal smn of,
money. v. > - PR R VRS
Q - How much money"

A 1 would say. about szso ooo 00 - is the figure reputed to

WQ.?"V"’?Was“.he -paid’ that money? |
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fIt is my understandlng that ‘he got $100 00"00,01 it

f'Can youytell us-something abont thz man - wasshe a

Q {fDoes he have any polltlcal ties at 3117

o;No polit1ca1 ties whatever.:-f‘r»‘w

Q“\He is a hired merc1nery7'w

| He is a professional klller.,

‘:onou say the F.B. I know th1s man? Know who he 1s?

[N

:q They know thls man and uh,.... yes, they know th1s man.f‘

"ﬂijhey have not yet as of our knowledge, connected him

up with this partlcular case, but he is known to the FBIjjff
-sé, they don t know that he did do thls?

Ahf‘They don t know it yet._’*

'L;We may never.ﬂ'?w
‘SFWhy not’ T T R e
ljh-Well because of thls. We are fightlng a legal battle

finvolv1ng Mr. Ray, at the present time, and‘if we,can f
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LIn other words, James Earb'Ray m ght get out based on

’the evidentiary hearlng and then the klller“would stillﬁ
be at 1arge7 ’
That is entlrely pos31ble ' entlrely pos31b1e.‘,

Have you talked to the killer?

'“_N I haven t.

Why did thlS man tip you.off - the person that tlpped
you off about the killer? ot R T L
Seeklng immunlty....for the, for the man that committed‘
the offense._f ‘ R . y

.I don t understand what you- mean.’yﬁas‘he,ihhtrhuhle_:
too, though’f: - ‘ D

Immunlty from prosecutlon._

PrOfeSSI°na14°~' PrOfeSSlonal crlmlnals.;jf” |

Have you told anybody about this yet7

"1:3you here today.- That s 1t.ﬂth
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'nothing more, nothlng else;

:TBﬁt the man who killed hlm himself had no hate,‘he was
just a ....ff
_No feellngs.‘5
,",He was just as a a hired gun. | rin
'fiNo feelings Whatever‘?3Wbu1e haVe no more feelinéthane
/5shooting a dog.{ No argument,“no quarels Wlth Dr. King,
zufjust a. gun for eire..>:‘ »f L  ;:.‘ _.” L
ewell then, how dld Mr. Ray}get involved in thie, how

"e did he become the fall guy’

klthingnelse,_and not reallzing the full extent of thelr
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and he was smgled out as -being a person to qualify to

’z"]“'be set up and inticed into this.; Ray admits that he was

at 422-1/2 South Main,‘ on April hth 1968 the day that

i Dr; King was k.Llled but he was told that he was gomg

there for the purpose of show:.ng this rifle to a prof-"h

fes:.onal gtm runner and then :Lf this gun runner liked

this rifle then they were going to get 1nto the gun-l:f
running bu31ness, and Ray went there, he admlts he was
there , vbut he was. under the 11;1press1on that he was

rfor the purpose of getting into the gm-running busineSs
between here and Latin America . that he was not the e

' for the purpose of killlng Dr. King, he had no knowledge

"fthat Dr. Kj_ng Was go:_ng to be killed he adm1ts that he
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“but that he had no knowledge that Klng wes'golng'to be
‘ffk111ed and dld not know that Kinglhad been killed untiif
’he had reached Renada'fMississ1ppiv‘some seventy-ftveA
h{miles south of Memphls._gzc ’,‘.h | | N

'L_Well why were hls flngerprlnts on the gun9

‘ﬁHis fingerprlnts were on the gun because the peOple hadb

"7tset h1m up had sent hlm 1nto the store in Birmlnghamtl

‘bﬁ‘toubuy the rifle, e handled the rlfle continuously be—'

‘-tic,use‘h ?was told that that'was the r1fle that was’ g01ng

1

'5fto be shown to this professional gunman ?"w““ﬁb”‘

- What do you mean,was going to be shown';. do you mean

Ls_like a rlfle that was to be given, or somethlng?
Exhibited ;g; xhiblted to this man. ‘
aFor What purpose? e (; | | ‘
‘_‘To see if that was the type of rlfle he wanted and 1f;
:it was" the type of rlfle that he wanted then they were”wa
hffgoing to get 1nto the buSLness of supplylng this”d
’particular type of rifle to thlS partlcular ind1v1dua1

”1f'to carry them down 1nto the Latln Amerlcan country...-f

lhIt was ‘to be used in Revolutions.;fh.fy

’ ‘ .
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'his offense was relatlvely minor, why did he escape".'.;"__‘
Why wouldn t anyho:i;r run they found a rifle with h1's
- &:Eingerprints on’ 11: ‘? I-Ie had handled the rlfle “he‘}:‘
"-;\j'vadm:.ts he had handled the rlfle, but
| But you sald that he didn t know about the killlng until

g afterwards?

A. Unt:.l after it had been comm1tted

And then he realized that hls fingerprlnts were on the

Why, he had to know it; R

Well d:Ldn t he surrender the gun to vthese men?

No, he dldn t surrender the gun there. The gun was
found J.n front o:E Canlpe s Amusement Store in Memphisv
.on South Mam Street. ' It was thrown down A.nd we“say

J;iit was not thrown down by James Earl Ray
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Bafq£g5ydﬁjstarts§aikiﬁg“ your first name?

\ He sﬂsitﬁiﬁg here acroas trom mé“ind”wa’re dcing a'bit

fHof talking and he 8 chuckling 1n the proeess, but he has
'if}aomething to say. He 5 a very, very 1ntalligent person.; :

‘JWbuld you shut upua minute. I've road you out already._,;_f

_Male: ?qf I'va read you out honey, and you re more bettcr

St B ;ﬁ“—\«a

-

WOuld you hush a minute.,

Now, here 13 an 1ndividua1 who 8 lived a great
daal. I think (1naud1ble) would you shut up a minute._”‘
‘;I've Seen his hand, I've washad his body, I've listened
‘:to him, I've watched him.' He s a rino person. I think
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T3S h'nd I've washcd him and listened‘tf,ﬁim Many
v\bimes peoplo withfthe lowar 1éve  ’tgpéychic abiiity have £
Ethis~$hing. 1 think B111 18 one‘ocfthem. (tape brke, 3;' “"
fﬁapproximabaly 30 seconds) I don'tvéhink to tho extent yéu |
“and I have, David.ﬁ Ah, and I think maybe ve can 1ntro—';,7ff*

iﬁduca him to some areas of atudy that w111 meen & great_ Lo
-T&f dea1 ﬁo him. and. 1 w111 try to do so.- ‘But, I. I'm soingflif;ff*

Lt 1eavo this tape on because he s had some very, very ‘
'{wfaigniricant expariances in his 1ife that are 1nteresting”,
__toﬁlisten %o and’ %o asﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁu‘kn&fsb,~8111, coné: 6n, 1n ?%Hﬂ
- an crganized way say, how 1t 13 uith you. | R
" Bill:  I've been tied up with organizcd labor for the;{jv g
S last eleven years._sf_v¢g.ga;¢ﬁ3ﬁ; ‘ - s
'ij woman' .W}All right, organized labor in what form?
,;‘ ”fiIn“torm of argantztng' . ;ffﬁf R SR
_,  WOman': f!What level? f**‘_ S SR
1153111- " In the organizing Jabor forn and the ah, ah, the
i\jf torm of deciding where ve strike and whan we strike in G
‘:   public employees.s I was with Martin Luther King when
"~ he w was struck in Mbmphis, Tenneasee. I was with Jim
'Q;Pierce when we decide whebhar we're going to strike 1n 
gfmamphia,oand I was the predominant figuro that strivadﬁ
}W%hat thia was the place that we ought to decide the South.
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’g:who 1t was and what 1t was.; ‘I rirmly,believe that‘Martinﬂ
;fTLuther King was ‘a sacrifica ror 1abo ”movement”ahd:he wa
:”Tkilled by the 1abor movoment. They éan'accuse ﬁhohthﬁy‘
_want to, but I firmly Eof;awe”zhgt
\Z;;was, was committod to,kill Martin;Luther King, was killed

,Mr Ray, or‘whoever 1t‘3_

t”f:by assassinea,‘unknown, was killed by the labor movement.
‘And Tt11 tell you why.ffacrry vorth, at that tine, vas
}committed whan I was at tha last maating with Martin Luther
iKing in Memphis, Tbnneasee. wﬂow, I was there when the~~‘
Preaident of ehe Uhion\was thcre. I was their nationali”
ﬁérganizor. I was the Ragional Diractor of the American .

”fFederation or State State (1naudible) Employees.* And when

sMartin Luther King was assaasinated I was the Director of‘
chc Regional Director, Southarn Director or the American
’iFederation of State, COunty, and Munlcipal Employeas. And,
?Mr. Worth walked 1n and took over the operation and he told

'g?_period I was no longer 1n charge or the operationa, that

'7he'waa_i"eharge or the operations., From thenion, and
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f‘what waa that man s“name;aga_ ?

4 ki' Jerry ﬂorth. He was the Prosident or‘Jur Interna- }
': t1ona1.; Until that day, Martin Luther King want to Atlanta,

.,,two aays prior to that ha wene to Atlanta to g0 to the . .
1Af wers | : :  he asked that ho not be brought back in ‘af
f[;a fiold or violeonn and subside.' Ho did not want to parti- vwf,f”

“ lcipate in any organization with violencc.‘ My intornational

'”Xffpresident assured him that there would be no violence._‘ﬂ”*V-”  i

ol ,-‘,._-.”, . gan o
Y Reanlied -\ﬁw m.. \M

3;€f1 was. the principlc organizar of the drivo.vn

‘“%I;;rumale-* wnae drive?

“&“jfiBill' ?  In Mamphis, Tennessec. You don't bolieve me ‘do

'“‘"iryou? ALl right. I askod ham., And Jim Pierce vas my Regional

:g;nirector. I asked Jerry wOrth whether or not he could assura

T ‘a._..‘..—.....-..__. S e W i

5ﬁ,mo that thoro wbuld be no violenco, no other thing, and we

“*5#'wonld ask Hartin Luthor King to return to Memphis. Ho told

“ff;me in his own vords, he guaranteed ne thore would be no';\v_

'1_16v1010nce on any part. The preachera in the church 1n Memphis

=" and the Alabama Church in the Albania Church, the Lutheran

1"7[l0hurch, told me that there woulﬁ be no violence and I told

N*V!my president and Jerry Worth quoted me.l We paid Martin

“Luther King to be rlown to Mamphis, Tcnnessee and there was

o .
X ﬁa conspiracy to assassinate him among the_unions before he
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‘got there.

‘spired to pay tho man to k111’Mart1anuther K1n8~ vlme 
4 ;*‘How do»you know this?fi }%

1,3111 ,; I know this becausa T waa there. Tha money was i

| paid to tho man and he got him 1n a 310 000, collect (1naudiblc)€

 Woman"? wbll, David, you‘vu hsard~8111, ah. whiigiéﬂ}bur i
last na.me? ‘Oh that's right.

BRI (maudible) B, SRR »
.5 Wbman A Of course honey., Linten, I'vo had 8o many th1n33 C;  
H; sa1d to me where I could nevor say anything. fi?; l
._'f-f;Male.-, (inaudible) »;J-l-‘ , :
 {lwoman.;f What ara you 1augh1ng at? How do you spell your t7
v”ilast nahe? How do you spell your last name?

'Harr18.€ Don't worry about 1&. Now, you tell me that you
.:i-think you are an alcoholic. I don't think 80, you've gone‘
‘VTfthrough an awful lot., Sura, you hava mamories. A11 rightf
;ﬁfyou say. this on tape. In just & moment. Walt Just & ‘moment .

-.;5w111 you wait Just a moment. Let mu talk again.‘ I would

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




   Hbman‘ ’ Let me ask you a question? Wbuld you 1et mo ask you &
‘a quoscionv Shhhhhhh. Let ma ask yon a question.ﬂ Would

”"you shut up a minute.f Leb,.f .. I want to ask you a question. ffw

B s (1naudible) Go ahead.n,ﬂ,, b ey
‘ﬁftibmanx g Out or tha all the lifb oxperienca that you had,'”%i»

"and some or 1t 1 know:‘ fbeen very vary rough, T knﬁw it~i»; ;lf
ffcould have been mnra so in this lire.‘ Shhhhhh. Just 'y moment.,

©

'“ﬁfaath’r your thoughts together, beoause 1 want a concreta

S answer.

"f] a111‘”j* (inaudiblo) _ ' S
ff'wbm&n I want ybu to aay"on'this tape what 1t 13'1n your"m

K*”f °1nnor most selr you reol you ve loarned from all this tur-

%;Q;bulence and’ lire.experienoe you'vo passed throush-. I k“°"

1t has changod yonr 11re 1n many uays.v I'm.hoping 1t has

"f~changed 1e ln a positive uay rather than a negative way

ff and perhaps you ean aay what has all this maant to you, within
-the last tive yaara. can you say? All right, tako the mike,_

fff_sathar your thoughta togother and aee ir you can say what

: all tnis has maant to ydk., From a perhaps dotached and
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sbeautirui 1ndiv1dual., Thers‘uas slpa‘ t_whsr'Iwas ahv
s{sws had to have Martin, ws had to have somsbodj to win thisﬂ* R
"g;thing. I was subjected rirst of all to killing Martin ;»_sﬁ
Luther. King. . I ObJected vio1gng1y bo it. ; : L R
" woman:st And when wero you born? R

Comane |

, ’:@Womani;¥:; S N
”:»513111. ,“LIn a little southern town'In.North Oarolina.sff

_7',Woman°vw  Where? e ‘ ’ e
fVQ3111~‘?" I was born 1n North Carolina 1n[::::}1n a littlssﬂff)
‘“jtown cslled, White Lakc. North Carolina. 1 wss violantly”[f”ﬂ”‘

‘ffoppossed to tho assassination when I startcd out with. T
,ffwas told, now this 18, 1n personal 1nV1tat1°“' Itve 1°ftji
[?f‘h’ 1abor movement sincc thsn. I've not been sssociatad
‘ﬁf‘;with the 1abor movsment sincs then. I was violontly
' fffopposed to the assassination when I was told 1t had to bs.
- Ana Ray has no conneetion with the assassination whatsoever.ﬁ
¥7¥ sHe was parpotrabsd by ths labor movemsnt he was marked g
'ﬂjiby the teamsters union. Hs was shot and killed by th’
 *teamsters union and the figure you have thers today wss“

fonly a rigure. Ray 1s only ‘a dsmn figure ot the 1maginstion.‘.“
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 fthere and perpetratad ror . The International

Organizatian paid polixieall‘ to sassinate Martin Luther
fxang jjThey had ho win 1nHMemphi they had to beat tha
x7governor ehera, the Mayorithoro; becauso he uas Jowish.‘5,

'JIHe was elected by the labor movement.

.WQman~ Who was it? S
ﬂ“{f;Bill' T don't know. who tho holl 1t waa.”’rne Tow thero,ﬁi.

:fgwas a guy Who owned all of his cars, a damn hamburger stand(f‘

‘1.3’ vas Jewish to start out with. Hia name was Jewish.

-—wf—. e

I ﬁis.

;7°brought 1n there as a d&mn organizer. I uas told what to S0

S do;, Martin Luther King was assassinatad by the labor

":ffmovement by tho teamseers union, and Ray had nothing to

a0 with 1. Not one thing. NO'part of 1t. No part of it.a

pere

'ﬂ7 H§ couldn't have fired tho rirst ahot. Because nobody knew

5Tﬁ;he was then at but Jerry wOrth, msselr and Ray, lat'

xiigsea. knew where Hartin Lnther King'was staying at.

fiffWoman' My darling.v It you've sort of bared your soul.

s Bill I haven't bared my soull. ‘Vb

“’f‘Woman' we11, up to a point. yes-: Ah: 1t'8 S°°d f°r

 ”~‘you. Would you hush a minute. The FBI, you kno": h&s

””5vworked on this too.: well, would you hush a minuto.,’
jsxil-f?- (1naud1b1e)
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