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psychiatrists about Ray's Ijfe
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE _ CONTACT: Mr. William Gu 

^ 3^
The first definitive biography of the alleged assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King is schedule 

for publication in the fall of 1975 by Little, Brown. It is JAMES EARL RAY: An American Life by. 

George McMillan, a portrait of the man who once pleaded guilty to the murder of the prominent civ 

rights leader but who now insists that he was coerced into that plea.

: Interest in the book will be heightened by the fact that Ray's appeal is certain to be going '

through the courts, with attendant publicity, until and perhaps long after the book's publication daft 

..The assumption of the bock is that Ray committed the crime and acted alone, and the majo

. stress of the book is that of creating a psychologically-sensitive portrait of Ray, beginning with his 

heritage and his impoverished childhood in a small Missouri town, up through the time he drove a 

white Mustang into Memphis the day before Dr. King was murdered.

Unlike other books published recently about American political assassinations in the 1960's j 

this biography of Ray is not centered on a conspiracy theory.

The author, a former Lasker Fellow in Civil Rights and Guggenheim Fellow, who has

contributed civil rights articles to many national magazines, has spent more than five years on

the book. In preparation for this study, McMillan has talked at length with Ray's family, with his /

friends, with his fellow-convicts, school teachers, social workers, and consulted many distinguis

not record^*?
aE JUL 3 1975
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^TED STATES DEPARTMENT OWUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Riefer to 
File No.

Memphis, Tennessee 
May 25, 1974

RE: JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIM LUTHER KING, JR 
VICTIM

; CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

On May 24, 1974, District Attorney General Hugh 
Stanton, Jr, Memphis, Tennessee, confidentially advised 
that he had been approached by Mr. Robert Livingston who 
is one of the attorneys for James Earl Ray. Mr. Livingston 
insisted that Mr. Stanton not inform the federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) of the story that Livingston was to 
tell Stanton, claiming that his life was in great danger. 
The story related by Livingston to Stanton is as follows:

Bering late March, 1974, Livingston was telephonically
contacted at Memphis by a man who identified himself as 
Cliff Andrews, Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada. Andrews told 
Livingston that he and two others were responsible for the 
murder of King and that all would testify, provided they 
were granted total immunity from prosecution. Andrews 
indicated either on this occasion or later that he and 
his two friends had been hired by three Memphis businessmen 
and by a fourth man from Cape Girardeau, Missouri, to 
murder King. They were to receive $250,000 for the murder, 
but due to circumstances not explained by Livingston, they 
were never paid.

Shortly after receiving this phone call, Andrews
came to Memphis and was met by Livingston at the airport. 
According to Livingston, Andrews searched Livingston's car 
and later his office and made a big production of being 
certain that his conversation was not being taped. 
According to Livingston, Andrews kept one hand in his coat 
at all times as though he were wearing a shoulder holster.
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with his .offhand informed him about the “intermediary’s^ 
‘request,” Added: * • "

“We wbe glad to sit down and talk to either the 
intermediary, or the two men, but from the information we 
now have there is no way we can contact them — they must 
contact us.”

Livingston said the intermediary informed him that the 
gunmen are seeking immunity so they can testify against 
four wealthy, socially prominent Americans—black and 
white — who paid to have Dr. King killed.

“The gunmen — both white — did it strictly for money,” 
Livingston said. “They had no feelings one way or the other 
for Dr. King. The motives of the men who paid to have Dr. 
King killed sprang out of hate, although they could probably 

I rationalize what they did as consistent with national securi­
ty-”

By “national security,” Livingston said, he meant that 
the men paying for Dr. King’s death believed King was 
working for a foreign power and that his “Poor People’s 
March” throughout the South to Washington, D.C., in June, 

\ 1968, was a plot to “touch off a racist revolution in the na­
tion.” . . -

। “One report was that the trigger man was supposed to 
| get at least $250,000, but was paid $100,000,” Livingston said. 

“Because he did not get all the money he felt he was entitled
I to may be his motive for wanting to testify against the men 

putting up the money.”
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. “He is probably the most famous obscure.man I have 
ever heard of,” Livingston said. “He is not famous, how­
ever, despite many daring escapades. He is known to the 
FBI, although to my knowledge, they have not connected 
him with this case.”

■ Livingston said the trigger man is known as “an interna­
tional gun runner” and is believed to be still living in the 
continental limits of the U.S.

“Ray did not know this man,” Livingston said. “Ray 
was nothing but a fall guy ... a patsy in the murder of Dr. 
King. They set him up ahd sucked him in. This- is what has 
made the defense’s job so tough. Ray had not been able to 
tell us what happened, because he does not know himself. He 
was not there when it happened. He did not know there was 
a conspiracy to kill Dr. King but thought he was participat­
ing in a gun-running venture.”

Livingston said Ray left the upstairs rooming house at 
422% South Main at about 5:20 p.m. On the day King was 
killed. King was shbt as he stood on the balcony of the 
Lorraine about 6:01 p.m. from a shot fired either from the 
bathroom of the rooming house or bushes outside the room­
ing house, he added.

“One of the men seeking immunity paid Ray $200 . and 
told him to go downtown to a movie,” Livingston said. 
“There was supposed to be an important visit from an ex­

Turn to Page 6— RAY’S LAWYER
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’. fought'Rifle ir^rmingham ,
Ray said he purchased the left in front of the room- I

ing house in Memphis from a Birmingham, Ala., sporting I 
goods store in March 1968 on orders of Raoul. I

“After buying the rifle, I was then instructed to proceed I 
to Memphis, but take my time, as I was supposed to deliver I 
the rifle either on April 3 or April 4,” Ray said. I

“Contrary to the story put out by the FBI that I went to I 
Atlanta after buying the rifle, I proceeded toward Memphis, I 
driving less than four hours a day and spending the nights in I 
motels,” Ray said. I

On the night of April 2, Ray said he spent the night at I 
the DeSoto Motel in DeSoto County, and the Rebel Motel in I 
Memphis on the night of April 3, Ray said. I

Ray said he pleaded guilty to the charge because of I 
“misrepresentations” by his former attorney, Percy Fore- I 
man, and because of his “mental state” resulting from soli- I 
tary confinement in the Shelby County jail. I

The Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati revers- I 
ed a federal court ruling in Memphis and held that Ray was I 
entitled to an “evidentiary hearing” as to whether Foreman, I 
a Houston attorney, improperly negotiated a guilty plea with I 
the late Judge W. Preston Battle. I

Effort to Get New Trial I
Ray is seeking the evidentiary hearing so he can obtain I 

a new trial in the criminal courts of Tennessee, contending I 
Foreman obtained the guilty plea by coercion and misrepre- I 
sentation. I

The State of Tennessee is appealing the Court of Appeals ] 
ruling, and the U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule on the 
matter any day. I

By coercion, Ray said he meant that Foreman had told 
him that he was going to be electrocuted if he pleaded inno- I 
cent, because the state had “an air tight case” against him.

He also told him that a book about the murder by Wil-
I liam Bradford Huie would “not make any money” if it were 

about a man who was innocent of Dr. King’s murder.
| The money from the book, Foreman reminded him, was 

paying for his defense, Ray said.

How Ray Looks Today
I This was the first time this reporter had ^ver seen Ray 
I in person. He looked just like his pictures, except his hair is 
I rapidly turning gray at the temples.
I He looked surprisingly young and healthy in the face.
! Except for a trace of prison pallor, there was color in his 

face and his complexion appeared free of wrinkles.
“I exercise, try to keep in good shape, but my waist line 

I is about 34 inches, compared to 30 or 32 before I came in 
here. It is all this slop I eat in prison that put it here,” said 
Ray, as he slapped a slight bulge over his stomach.

I Ray said he had granted only one other interview to a 
I newspaper and that, was the National Enquirer in February.
I Several television newsmen have photographed and gotten 
I brief quotes from him at the prison.
I “I rarely feel up to giving interviews,” Ray said. “When 
I you have been in solitary confinement for as long as I have, 
I and the only people you have talked to are lawyers and 
I prison guards, you get kinda nervous talking to others.” 
I After an interview with The Press-Scimitar, Ray re­
I fused to be photographed and interviewed by a Nashville 
I television crew.
I “Interview my attorney — I don’t feel up to any more 
I questions today,” he told the Revision crew.
I It was at this point, Livingston revealed the information
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concerning the intermediary seeking immunity for the two I 
gunman. - ,

During the interview with Ray, Ray said he had quit! 
reading the books about the King assassination and thosel 
contending that he had fired the shot out of “racist mo-l 
tives.” I

Ray said: “I have never hated blacks. If you will checkl 
the psychiatric tests given to me at the Missouri State! 
Prison, you won’t find any reference to any prejudice or bias! 
against blacks. If I were prejudicial, you would think it! 
would show up in prison psychiatric interviews.” I

Ray said he spends most of his reading time studying! 
law books — when he can get them from the prison library. I 
He said he has become very interested in criminal and con-1 
stitutional law, as well as contracts in the field of civil law. I

Another Memphis attorney, Richard Ryan, who has 
represented Ray in civil matters, told this reporter to ask 
Ray how he so quickly obtains the decisions of recent cases 

rendered by U.S. Supreme Court and federal courts.

Ray Gets News Quickly \
“Ray finds out about these case holdings befor^they are 

in the advance sheets sent by the courts to the Wyers,” I 
Ryan said. “Yet, Ray is complaining he does not have ac­
cess to enough law books.”

When asked how he gets access to these court decisions, 
he grinned: !

“The news travels fast in prison — even to a guy in 
solitary confinement.”

Ray explained that when a decision is rendered by a 
court, the prisoner involved in the case ,is usually promptly 
contacted by his lawyer. Then the prisoner tells his fellow 
prisoners, and the news is rapidly transmitted through the 
prison population by word of mouth.___________ __________
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Shelby County Atty. Gen. .Hugh Sian- I 
.ton Jr. said he discussed the conspira- I 
cy theory with Livingston yesterday I 
morning. “It was all real secret until I 
he later got on television.” Stanton I 
said he “got the impression” that the I 
intermediary actually was one of the 1 
“three men” Livingston claims to be 
the slayers. j

“I told him I would be glad to talk to | 
I anybody who has any information I 
about the case or any other case. But I 

I can’t grant immunity to anyone with- 
lout knowing what they’re talking 
I about. I’ll have to talk to them before 
I making a decision. You can’t call balls 
land strikes from left field.”
Isination. '
I Livingston had said earlier: “They 
|all think this is a hoax, a farce, and a 
I sham, a grandstand play, but if they j 
Ifind my dead body lying out here some-1 
I where they’ll say, ‘Well, maybe there I
I was a conspiracy.’ ” |
I He said he doesn’t believe a “lone I
I gunman theory” in any political assas-1 
I Lincoln. |

I The attorney said he has met the 
lintermediary—a 50- to 60-year-old edu- 
Icated white man — in person twice 
land talked to him by telephone on 
[several occasions. He doesn’t know 
I where the telephone calls originated.
I Livingston said the man did identify 
I himself, “but I’m sure it was a bogus 
I name.” He refused to divulge the 
I name. “I wouldn’t even tell the FBI 
I that. I’d rather die. I’m not trying to 
I set anybody up.”
I He said the intermediary has told 
I him eight men were involved altogeth- 
ler, including Ray as the “patsy.” He 
I said Ray was chosen as the patsy, be- 
I cause, “He’s just a gullible-type sort of 
Ifellow, easily influenced and led 
■ around. He had never been a high- 
Ipowered criminal all his life, just 
I penny ante stuff like sticking up gro- 
I eery stores and things like that.”
I Livingston said four Southern men — 
I at least one of whom is black — origi- 
I nated the murder plot. He said their 
I motive was either “hate ’ or the belief 
■ that “eradication of Dr. King would be 
■ for the good of the American nation'.”’
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The attorney said the intermediary 
strongly indicated one of the four — 
“each socially and financially promi­
nent” — is from Memphis. “I didn’t 
ask for any names. When someone is 
volunteering information you can’t 
push them, because all they have to do 
is stop talking.”

Supposedly, they hired three men to 
carry out the murder. Two of the men 
were professional gunmen, the third i 
“something else.” Livingston said each 
of the three is a white male, and one, 
the actual gunman, “is a professional | 

I triggerman known to the FBI because 
of other offenses and wild escapades 
he’s been involved in.”

According to his conspiracy theory, 
the three slayers were promised $250,­

1000, of which $100,000 would go to the 
triggerman. Their current efforts to 
seek “revenge” stem from a “failure 
to make the full payoff and possibly 
oth.er things,” Livingston said. .

Denying a publicity scheme, Living­
ston said, “They (disbelievers) think 
the same thing about me that they 
think about UFOs, but I know what 
I’ve seen and heard.”
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LEADS:

SAVANNAH DIVISION

LIVINGSTON has described CLIFF ANDREWS as a middle 
aged white male having a large frame, brown hair streaked with 
gray, and as being very distinguished looking. ANDREWS also 
spoke with a French accent and claimed to be a resident of 
Canada. McMILLAN has apparently been in contact with RAYMOND 
CURTIS and states he fits this general description. McMILLAN 
also told HAILE that CURTIS claimed to have information 
regarding the KING murder but, in fact, he did not.

AT REIDSVILLE, GEORGIA Will promptly furnish 
Memphis copies of the best available photograph of CURTIS 
plus any psychiatric evaluation documents available from 
prison or parole files.

Will furnish all available information concerning 
his criminal background with particular emphasis on whether 
or not he has ever been involved in any confidence schemes.

Will furnish details regarding any State or Federal 
process outstanding against CURTIS.

PLEASE EXPEDITE.
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SEIGEL:

Prison

here is

Q*

We have the matter in theA. U. S. Supreme

Tennessee

certiorari

trial

have never tried a case inside the state of TennesseD. C.

and I

that'Yes s true.

All right, sir.

Channel 5, -

and

did kill Dr.

does They filed

InterviewROBERT LIVINGSTON:

Friday - May 24, 1974 -—

Stanley Seigel Talk Show

This was taped yesterday at the Tennessee State

May 23, 1974. His name is Robert Livingston

his assessment as to who, in fact

Martin Luther King.

• Court right now.

You are going to defend James Earl Ray

if he goes to trial?

I say we do - the State of

their petition for writ of

and when the case is tried in Shelby County Tennessee on.

its merits, well the present plan is - there are three

lawyers involved and the understanding with Mr. Ray is

that I will be the lead counsel and serve in the actual

because the other two lawyers who are from Washington

have had twenty years experience in this field

You are telling us that
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♦
to give the impression that James Earl Ray did not pull ,

the trigger on the rifle thatkilled Dr. Martin Luther 

King? , . '

A. Mr. Ray is willing to take a polygraph test to that 

effect and answer that question, ’’did you actually 

.pull the trigger on the rifle that killed Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr.?” He says he did not. We have informa­

tion during the past ninety days that is sufficient to 

. convince us that he was the "fall guy", he was "set up" 

and he was "sucked in" by a group of highly trained 

professionals. . .

Q.

A.

You also have information that would identify the man 

who did do it, is that what you are telling us?

We have strong suspicions in that direction.

; Q. Is he a famous man? ’ .

t A. Well, no, he is not a famous man and ... well, some of

J his ... from many of his escapades, it is a wonder he

J hasn’t become a famous man,*but he is not widely known.

| Q. Is he living in the United States?
'j, A. We have reason to believe that he is. Now, he is famous

to the F.B.I. I will go that far.

Q. The man that killed Dr. Martin Luther King, then, is

living in the United States?
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. A^ It is my impression that he is, yes.

/ Q. How did you get that information? ' ’

A. Well, we were contacted by certain individuals that had

information pertaining to this case and we met with

those individuals and they divulged what information

that they had; to us, and through investigations and

-.talking to various and sundry people around the country 

we have come to these conclusions.

Q. For what purpose did he do it?

A. For what purpose did the man kill King? The guy who 

actually pulled the trigger?

Q. Yes, sir.

A. For money, for money - a substantial sum of money. He

had no feelings one way or the other toward Dr. King.

He is a hired killer. He done his thing, and Dr. King 

was doing his thing. He had no qualms with Dr. King., 

no interest in Dr. King*s stand.on any matter or 

phylosophy. He .did it for money, a substantial sum of

money. '

Q. How much money?

A. I would say about $250,000.00 - is the figure reputed to

us.

Q. Was he paid that money?
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A. It is my understanding that he got $100,000.00 of it.

Q. Can you tell us something about the man - wag he a

. white man, a black man, a rich man, a poor man?

A. From the information that we havei he is a white man.

Q. And what does he do, is he a member of the Mafia, for 

example?

A. No, no ties with the Mafia.

Q. Does he have any political ties at all?

No political ties whatever

He is a hired mercinery?

A. He is a professional killer.

Q. You'say the F.B.I. know this man? Know who he is?

A. They know this man and uh,.... yes, they know this man

They have not yet, as of our knowledge, connected him

up with this particular case, but he is known to the FBI

Q. So, they don’t know that he did do this?

A. They don’t know it yet. .

Q. Well, when are you going to blow the whistle on this

man?

We may never

I 
1

Q. Why not? .

A. Well, because of this. We are fighting a legal battle

involving Mr. Ray, at the present time, and if we can
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.. win in the courtrooms on the. legality of this matter,

very likely this will never be revealed ... it very

likely will never be revealed.

Q.

A

Q.

A

Q.

A.

Q.

• A

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

In other words, James Earl Ray might get out based on

the evidentiary hearing and then the killer would still

be at large?

That is entirely possible ... entirely possible.

Have you talked to the killer?

No

Why

you

I haven’t

did this man tip you off - the person that tipped

off about the killer?

Seeking immunity

the offense.

for the, for the man that committed

I don’t understand what you mean. Was he in trouble

too, though?

Immunity from prosecution.

He’s in trouble himself, the tipster is in trouble, too?

Professional ... professional criminals.

Have you told anybody about this yet?

I told Bernard Fensterwald in Washington, D.C. I told

you

Are

the

here today. That’s it.

you willing to take a polygraph test to establish

truth of this story?
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A. Why, of course 1 would. I would take a polygraph test

Q.

A.

Q

A.

•Q

A.

Q.

A

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

So you believe there was some conspiracy? .

Oh, most assuredly. I

Well, speculate on the

Motive? Well, hate ..

believe there was a conspiracy

motive?

hate for Dr. King, and his stand

and his position, and his phylosophy. Just sheer hate

nothing more, nothing else.

But the man who killed him himself had no hate, he was

jusf a

No

He

No

feelings.

was just, as a hired

feelings whatever.

gun.

Woule have no more feeling than

shooting a dog. No argument, no quarels with Dr.

just a gun for hire

Well, then, how did Mr. Ray get involved in this,

King,

how

did he become the fall guy? z *

He was set up and sucked in by a group of highly trained

Well, how do they operate, Mr. Livingston?

Well, they bring people in and they give them certain ;

assignments under the guise that they are doing one

thing when, in effect, they are in reality doing some­

thing else, and not realizing the full extent of their

action.
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/Well, let’s suppose, for example, that I am James Earl

Ray, the man now convicted for the assasination of Dr

Martin Luther King. How do they get to me. How did

this come about?

Well, the information that we have, it was decided by

a group of individuals that Dr. King had to go, and these

professionals were contacted to carry out the job. They

needed a fall guy and Ray had just escaped from the 

Missouri State Prison in Missouri, Jefferson City, Mo. 

and he was singled out as being a person to qualify to

be set up and inticed into this. Ray admits that he was

at ,422-1/2 South Main, on April 4th, 1968, the day that

Dr. King was killed, but he was told that he was going

there for the purpose of showing this rifle to a prof-

fesional gun runner and then if this gun runner

this rifle then they were going to get into the

running

there ,

for the

between

for the

business, and Ray went there, he admits

but he was under the impression that he

purpose of getting into the gun-running

liked

gun-

he was

was there

business

here and Latin America ... that he was not there

purpose of killing Dr. King, he had no knowledge

that Dr. King was going to be killed, he admits that he
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killed and did

he had reached

miles south of Memphis.

A

Q

Q

A.

to buy the rifle, he handled the rifle continuously be­

cause he was told that that was the rifle that was going 

to be shown to this professional gunman

then

it was the type of rifle that he wanted then they were 

going to get into the business of supplying this 

particular type of rifle to this particular individual

to carry them down into the Latin American country..

there for the purpose of engaging in illegal activities

but that he had no knowledge that King was going to be

not know that King had been killed until

Renada, Mississippi some seventy-five

Q. . Well, why were his fingerprints on the gun?

His fingerprints were on the gun because the people had

set him up ... had sent him into the store in Birmingham

What do you mean was going to be shown . do you mean

like a rifle that was to be given, or something?

Exhibited exhibited to this man

For what purpo se?

To see if that was the type of rifle he wanted and if

It was to be us ed in Revolutions

So he was a gun-runner James Earl Ray?
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A.’ He was trying to get in it j he thought ... he was not a 

gun runner, he had never been a gun runner, but he was 

led to believe by these professionals that they were 

going to get into the gun running business. .

Q. Well, then why did he run away to England ... I mean, if 

his offense was relatively minor, why did he escape?

A. .Why wouldn’t anybody run ... they found a rifle with his 

fingerprints on it. He had handled the rifle ... he

admits he had handled the riflej but

Q. But you said that he didn’t know about the killing until 

afterwards?

Until after it had been committed

Q. And then he realized that his fingerprints were on the 

gun?

A. Why, he had to know it. .

Q. Well, didn’t he surrender the gun to these men?

A. No, he didn’t surrender the gun there. The gun was 

found in. front of Canipe’s Amusement Store in Memphis 

on South Main Street. It was’thrown down. And we say 

it was not thrown down by James Earl Ray. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



U.S.Government Printing Office: 197,2 — 455-574

GAINES stated that the tape contains a conversation between his wife, 
SHIRLEY GAINES, and an individual who identifies himself as BILL(MNU) HARRIS, 
According to GAINES, both participants on the tape were in a semi-inebriated 
condition when the recording was made. In the recording, HARRIS states that 
JAMES EARL RAY had nothing to do with the assassination of KING but that he 
and others connected with the United Auto Workers and the Teamsters Union / a 

planned and paid for the assassination.

The record reportedly was made while GAINES was on a job as a | 
private court and conference reporter at a public hearing on Chesapeake a^ 
Ohio Canal Citizen Advisory Commission at Brunswick, Maryland, sometime ay 
June of 1972. He stated that during this time he and his wife were staging 
at the Hawaiian Hotel in Brunswick, Maryland. HARRIS and several other^men 
were staying in the room next to theirs.
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woman:

Male:

Woman:

Male:

Woman

Male:

Woman:

would you

Male:

Woman

Before you start talking, your first name?

Bill Harris..

What?

Bill

Bill

With

Harris

Harris is taling

the (inaudible)

All right. Hold on Just a minute. Bill, Billy

shut up a minute

Right

This is Bill Harris here at the Hawaiian Hotel

He’s sitting here across from meandrwe’re doing a bit 

of talking and he’s chuckling in the process, but he has 

something to say. He’s a very, very intelligent person.

Would you shut up a

Male:

than!

Woman

Male:

Woman

deal*

am

I

I’ve read

Would you

Yeah

Now, here

minute. I’ve read you out already.

you "out honey, and you’re more better

hush a minute

is an individual who’s lived a great

think (inaudible! would you shut up a minute

I’ve seen his hand, I’ve washed his body, I've listened 

to him, I’ve watched him* He’s a fine person. I think

in some ways, because of the extent of his intelligence

ENCLOSE
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he’s a bit frustrated because ah, I think he’s deeply 

soggy, and X’ve washed him and listened to him. Many 

times people with the lower levels of psychic ability have 

this thing. I think Bill is one of them, (tape brke, 

approximately 30 seconds) I don’t think to the extent you 

and X have, David. Ah, and I think maybe we can intro­

duce him to some areas of study that will mean a great­

deal to him, and I will try to do so. But, I, I’m going 

to leave this tape on because he’s had some very, very 

significant experiences in his life that are interesting 

' "to ’ listen to and to isW^M’so,-Bill, com<-oh /in 

. an organized way say, how it is with you.

Bill: I’ve been tied up with organized labor for the

last eleven years.

Woman

-BHlr " 

Woman:

All right, organized labor in what form?

■ In form of organitlng'. ' 

What level? ; '

Bill: In the organizing labor form and the' ah, ah, 

form of deciding where we strike and when we strike in 

public employees. I was with Martin Luther King when 

he was struck In Memphis, Tennessee. I was with Jim

the

Pierce when we decide whether we’re going to strike in 

Memphis,* and ^ was the predominant figure that strived * 

^that this was the place that we ought to decide the South
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The only ah, decedent, that X had was in the black organize- 

tion, was when we. was going against Globe, a Jewish.fellow 

who was elected by organized labor in Memphis. And, ah,

then, the president of the Acme Corporation was Jerry

Worth, the side we would win and they asked me, that we

would win in Memphis because of whether we had to sacrifice

who it

Luther

killed

was and what it was. Ah, X firmly believe that Martin

King was a sacrifice for labor movement and he was

by the labor movement. They can accuse who they

want to, but, I firmly b»Uw« thatMr. Ray, or whoever It

was, was committed to kill Martin Luther King, was killed

by assassines, unknown, was killed by the labor movement

And 1*11 tell you why. Jerry Worth, at that time, was

committed when■I

_ King. „ln .Memphis,

President of the

was atthe last meeting with Martin Luther

Tennessee, -Now, I was there when the ■

Union was. there, X was their national

organizer, X

Federation of

Martin Luther

was the Regional Director of the American

State State (inaudible) Employees. And when

King was assassinated I was the Director of

the Regional Director, Southern Director of the American

Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees

Mr. Worth walked in and took over the operation and he

And

told r- .

. ige period X was no longer in charge 

he was in charge of the operations.

of the operations that

From then on, and from
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that day forward, until the 27th day of Martin Luther King’s

assassination, he was in charge period

Woman: What was that man's name again? "

Bill: Jerry Worth. He was the President of our Interna­

tional. Until that day, Martin Luther King went to Atlanta, 

two days prior to that he went to Atlanta to go to the : 

Flowers Church. He asked that ho not be brought back in 

a field of violecne and subside. He did not want to parti­

cipate in any organization with violence. My International 

president assured him that there would be no violence. ■

X was the principle organizer of the drive. ~

.Female: What drive? . .

Bill: In Memphis, Tennessee. You don't believe me do

you? All right. I asked him. And Jim Pierce was my Regional 

Director. I asked Jerry Worth whether or not he could assure

me that there would be no violence, no other thing, and we 

would ask Martin Luther King to return to Memphis. He told

me in his own words, he guaranteed me there would be no 

violence on any part. The preachers in the church in Memphis 

and the Alabama Church in the Albania Church, the Lutheran 

Church, told me that there would be no violence and I told 

my president and Jerry Worth quoted me. We paid Martin 

Luther King to be flown to Memphis, Tennessee and there was 

a conspiracy to assassinate him among the unions before he

4
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got there

Woman:

Bill

Woman

Well, ask

Bill:

spired

Woman:

Bill:

to

Which union?

Teamsters* And they-paid for it.

Was there other unions involved in that?

him

All the workers» the teamsters, and AFLCXO con-

pay the man to kill Martin Luther King

How do you know this?

X know this because X was there. The money was

paid to the man and he got him in a $10,000, collect (inaudible) 

Woman: Well, David, you*ve heardlBlll, ah, what Is your

last name? Oh that's right. •

Bill (inaudible)

Woman: Of course honey. Listen, X*ve had so many thing

said to me where I could never say anything.

Male.*-

Woman

. (inaudible) —------ - ~"

What are you laughing at? How do you spell

last name? How do you spell your last name?

Harris. Don't; worry about It. Now, you tell me that 

think you are an alcoholic. I don't think so, you've

your

you

gone

through an awful lot. Sure* you have memories. All right

you say this on tape. In just a moment. Wait Just 

Will you wait just a moment. Let me talk again. I

a moment*

would

n^ever ever presume to print anything that I have on this v
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tape

right

There

No

now.

X would never do it. But, X tell you one thing

Bill, you're there. A lifetime in a short time

are others you know, who live a lifetime in a short time*

Tou've

Bill:

Woman:

learned something

(inaudible)

Let me ask you a question? Would you let me ask you

a question? Shhhhhhh. Let me ask you a question. Would

you shut

Bill:

Woman:

and some

up a minute. Let

v (inaudible) Go ahead

X want to ask you a question

Out of the all the life experience that you had

of it X know has been very very rough, X know it-

could have been more so in this life. Shhhhhh, Just a moment

Gather your thoughts together, because I want a concrete

answer

Bill:

Woman:

(inaudible)

X want you to say on this tape what it is in your

inner most self you feel you've learned from all this

bulence and life experience you’ve passed through. X

it has changed your life in many ways. X'm hoping it

tur-

know

has

changed it in a positive way rather than a negative way

and perhaps you can say what has all this meant to you, within

the last five years, can you say? All right, take the mike

gather your thoughts together and see if you can say what 

all this has meant to yds. From a perhaps detached and .

6
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philosophical point of view at this stage in your life.

It’s been rough X know, but see if, you can say, all right 

Bill: All right, before this all happened, I was a

beautiful individual. There was a point where X was ah, 

we had to have Martin, we had to have somebody to win this 

thing. I was subjected first of all to killing Martin 

Luther King. I objected violently to it. -

Woman: And when were you bom? F'

Bill: 

Woman: Where?

Bill: In a little southern town in North Carolina.

Woman: Where? - PH

Bill: I was bom in North Caroling inQ i in a little

town called, White Lake, North Carolina. I was violently 

oppossed to the assassination when I started out with. I 

was told, now this is, in personal invitation, I’ve left 

the labor movement since then. I’ve not been associated 

with the labor movement since then. I was violently . 

opposed to the assassination when I was told it had to be. 

And Ray has no connection with the assassination whatsoever. 

He was perpetrated by the labor movement, he was marked 

by the teamsters union. He was shot and killed by the 

teamsters union and the figure you have there today was

only a figure. Ray is only a damn figure of the imagination.
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A guy who was perpetrated, put there, gave him money to

be there and perpetrated for it. The International

Organization paid politically to assassinate Martin Luther

King. They had to win in Memphis, they had

governor there, the Mayor there, because he

He was

Woman

Bill:

elected by

Who was

I don't

to beat the

was Jewish

the labor movement

it?

know who the hell it was The Jew there

was a guy who owned all of

He was Jewish to start out

his cars, a damn hamburger stand

with. His name was Jewish

Now X was brought in there, not as a participant. X was

brought in there as a damn organizer. X was told what to

do. Martin Luther King was assassinated by the labor

movement, by the

do

He

he

with it

couldn’t

was then

Not

have

teamsters unions and Ray had nothing to

one thing. No part of it. No part of it 

fired the first shot. Because nobody knew

at, but Jerry Worth, myself and Ray, let’s

see, knew where Martin Luther King was staying at

Woman:

Bill:

Woman:

My darling. If you’ve sort of bared your soul

I haven’t bared my soull

Well, up to a point, yes. Ah, it’s good for

you. Would you hush a minute. The FBI, you know, has

worked on this too. Well, would you hush a minute

Bill (inaudible)
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