2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



o

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



mako bujs by
'arcollo'had

h meleo a yurchuso ﬁf narcét;cﬂ
hﬂ‘:el’) 0 ﬂlﬁ Ddun\.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176









2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176









GPTIONAL FORM. NO. 10
N MAY 1962 EDITION .
GSA GEN. REG..NQ. 27

Fa

. Assoc. ﬁn
Dep AD

onspiricy" 1n the'death of Martln Luther King.
ted that had recelved thlS 1nformation

) bert: BYroni
peeial-Aganﬁs of th

44~38861
Enclosure

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



3

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
























éﬁ?gggﬁs QVERNMENT : o ', "
Memomndum o t

=._Dxnncron, FBI (44-38861) . .~ . DATE: 7/22/78

HIS  (44-1987) (P¥)

Re Legat, Ottawa, letter to the Bureau,'7/9/75

' - - Enelosed for the Bureau are 5 copies of an LHM
in this matter dated 7/22/75. It is requested that a_ copy
of this LHM be forwarded to Legat, Ottawa, for transmittal

‘ to the RCIP : o

a
15 .JUL 95.1975

076/70. 7‘0 é‘ﬁaﬂ)ﬁawa S —_——— |

lenc. i
7/2@)73’ | IR
'  encibsoR : - )

(5)- Bureau (chs. 5) o R S S

1 - Memphis ! ,“. SR

’ JCH: jap
4 (3)
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‘ lvmg' the nYarder of ‘l«
()

1is,

- Mal har King, N, by Jamg,'Earl Ray 1n M
Tennesfee, in April, 1968, v
Attached Atlanta teletype advised that Publlc
Safety Conmissioner Reginald Eaves has been quoted
in Atlanta. dajly. newspaper as stating that FBI has
failed to'copperate with Atlanta. Police Department -

- ;n.<hexr ‘regent investigation of this killing,

© V(Recent investigation by Atlanta Police Department
is based on information received by Eaves recently
perﬂalning to an_ individual, Robert Byron Watsom, i
who has. furnished statements pertaining. to his' knowledge
of a.censpiracy. Watson had furnished this game . - :
information: to ‘Secret Service and to FBI. in’ 1971,"
and at that time, during FBI interview, admitted
formation was fabricated.  Statement of. ‘Watson L
_results of interview were furnished. to- Department
1971 and again in 1975 when received by’ Atlanta L
FBI from Eaves. Eaves has been advised of thls 1nforma- |
‘tian pertainfng to Watson.)
‘Represeitatives of Atlanta Police Department v131te&_;
i1 ta FBI on 7/18/75, and requested to review FBI
gertainlng te Murkin -investigation with ‘specific
interest in investigation ‘surreunding Mustang. vehielef
driven by James Earl Ray and-abandoned in Atlanta :
after shooting of King, and. 1n.1nf¢rmatlon pertainlng
‘Robert Byron Watsom.« . S
~“Atlanta Pelice Department representatlves were i
{advised of hackground -information. pertaln;ggfta Watsmn\‘

% Jand told that in the eyent they desired any .information

] pertaining to ¥BI in%@stigatlon, they should eentaetﬁ]‘
Civil Rights Division, Department of Justice. :
Civ11 Rights . Divis&en has been adVLSed.gj

-1 -<M;._Moare'

.@‘.JCLgcj;
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M emomna’um

1= Mr Gebhardt
o 'l B Mr g Peelman Loborcfory

: 1 = Mr' Lawn ‘ "/ Plan. & Eval.
_l = Mr. Moere 0 speen v

. oty -’Traimng,_._..

tow Lagnl Coun e ‘

Tclep lone

Dlrector Sec”

LR ‘ Thls is the caae 1nvolv1ng‘tha~murder ef
;Martin Luther King 1n Memphls, Tennessee, in Ap"
. .a'a 5 o

R g By memoranium dated July 2, 1975 John c. Keeney,s
Q'TAcﬁ&pg Assistant Attorney General, Crlmlnal Division, u. 8.
o ﬁepartmenx of Justice, requested that/ a represents
S _rnau appear at a meeting at the Department 'y

: -y intended to’ furnish some information. he

has recelved pertalnlng to the assaeslnatlon of Ma in

fLuﬁher Klng. N , . 4

1 21

Bﬁxsunnt t@ the 1nstruct1®ns @f Deputy: 3s§®cia>e
,‘~D1rector Themas J. Jenkins to the General Investwggtlvé
“waavislen, Superv;sors Jopn c. Lawn and Eﬁward

: v. Greg@ry adV1sed that he de31red to defe:
Mr. Schoenman, hig associate, who had received n:
. from Robert Byroﬂ%ﬁ%tson of Atlanta, Geergia, pertalnlng
the assasslnatlo :

Dr. Klng.r:

: The 1nfermatlon related p‘igeﬁ‘enmanv’as the
.sam“:nfermatlon furnlshed to thls _u au iglig7l by Wal on'

» »Schaenman and’Gregory'wéﬂ Eﬂvlsed ‘tha
had receiyed this information previpfisly and tha
‘i ﬁhed also been fn;n1shed ‘to” the c;vl
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N - On Jul 30, 1975, Atl”" ’Public Safety Comm1s51oner
A. Reginald Eaves, held a news ‘confetence at which time he .
released the results of his: investigation into the assassina-
~tion of Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. Two newspaper accounts,
of this conference are attached to thls memorandum. i

e It 1is p01nted'0ut in’ these accounts Eaves adv1sed
" that because of the many questiors which remain in the case,
‘'he would ask the U. S. Department of Justice, Officials in
Memphis, and U. S. Representatlve Andrew Young to initiate
’nvestigation to insure that injustice has not been perpetrated

‘of the FBI. It is the property of the FBIL and is kan
your agency; it and its contents are not to be dlstri uted
outside your agency. : : AR i
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| .| ByCLIFFGREEN =
"'} Public:Safety Commissioner’
- A. Regindld Eaves conceded
".Wednesday that allegations

‘the assassination of Dr. Mar- -

tin Luther King Jr. was the

result of an Atlanta-based

conspiracy are “not substanti-
ated.” . Sy
- Eaves then returned the

“ball to where it had been ever -

| since the Nob@l Prize winning
- ‘¢ivil rights leader was gunned
down in 1968; The U.S. De-
partment -of Justice and local}
uthorities in'Memphis.
“The commissioner orderecs .
igation into the King .

\ edian Dick Gregory gaye
c. ). Him a copy of a statement by .
. a twice-convicted drug dealer, -
Robert Byron. Watson, whi "

. claimed to -have overhear:E i

several Atlanta men discuss|
ing King's murder-a week bef
re it occurred. « .
The Watson statement -p}
: #ided no accurate informat
the assassination.

The . tlanta"-“ |

0 1T Eaves said the stateme&‘ -
“leads” " in :the

d give
unspecified S3ae
easffmt indicated the *leads”.
had nothing to do with the
Atlintamen. .

In fact, he said ¢
men named by

ygraph

weekend, and the lie

etector indicated the indivil-

-ugls were not involved in tile
" alleged conspiracy. ' < ¥
“Based on this evidence,” .-
Eyves said in a prepared
statement, “our investigation, -
o
ior . the probability of a conspir-:
month ago after " zeu ‘based upon ths Wic» ‘
by. Watson -
.. in the document he submitted '.
relative to Dr. King's death.” ":::
Watson and - his “mother,.
Mrs. R. W. Watson, have been :

allegations- made

trying to convince officials of.

the truth of the 21-year-old’s
. story since 1970, two years.
- after Dr. King's death. - R

*#'The Atlanta oftice of the .

oof the 3 o
by Watson who - bis knowledge of the conspir
still living in Atlanta took . -

EE examinations over

atson claims 0 have been”

I tramed on charges of importd
| ing heroin in 1972 and charges;
- sof conspiring

to distribute co- .
caine in January 1975 by -
“high nt - officials -
and the syndicate” because of - -

acy. - : .

ci:am said the Atlanta Bu-

reau of Police Services inves-

" tigation “found no evidence to .
his claims.”

“- A mental exanﬁuaﬁonﬁ"ﬁés;', .
. been ordered for. Watson, who =

"/“is confined to the Federal

~Youth Center in Ashland, Ky.:

At one point during the bu-
" reaw's probe, Eaves said it .
would have been impossible \

" for the FBI to investigate the

Watson statement four years -
‘ago, because some of  the
"~ information. was  as

74, Sel e S
1974 the. Wednesday
" press. conference, however,.;

Eaves admitted that the new.
information concerned drugs,
not the assassination. .. ’

1 said it obtained the same - -

= ormation in 1971 and fourd . .

5
b g
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A BEG!NALD EAVES D!SCLOSES HE WAS UNABLE TO FIND NEW EV!DENCE IN KING MURDER CASE:
Sayl Me-Convicted Drng Dealen Statement Named Two Men, But Lie Detector Apparently Cleared T!xem

liwh wah sl Ber o dlih 63 s 7«.1 v g 26 Eens ‘am mﬂ bt
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) aves Klng ProbeCallgd
Wast-e, Embarrassment i

3 "By JINSTEWART ;
Public Safety..Commissioner Regiréld :
Eaves” fruitlesg invéstigation into the assas-:

embarrassment t2.me and my. family,” one

of the targets nx tbat mvest:ganon said
Wednesday.

Bane: Culley, s self-employed Atlanta

- businessman, said-ne had cooperated fully

- fees.
FmEavessaidWednsdayareporthel

mreived alleging an Atlanta-based eonspxracy
to kill Dr. King “could not be subst.anu-

ated.”
“Unless new information becom&c

- “avallable, I consider the subject closed,”>

Eaves announced at a press conference.
Culley and several other then were
" pamed by Robert Byron Watson, a federal
- inmate serving time for a dryg convictior,
as having plotted King's death a week bvr
| fore the civil rights leader was shot April 4, -
1968, on the balcony of the Lorraine Motfl
in Memphis.. . . -

"I have no comment on what Watson ha]

y until I have a chance to read his entire

nt” Culley said. “But I think the faut'
t both the FBI and the Atlanta police have

i looked into it and dismissed it speaks for it- _

i Culley said intelligence ‘officers who inter-
viewed him were “polite” but were not speclixc
about what he was suspected of
* I volunteered to take a poly h exami-
pation,” Culley said. “When it was _eompleted I
didn’t even ask what the results were. I knew
_what they were.”
Culley ‘admitted that he knew his accuser
when: the young man worked at a Buckhead

gailery. the scene of the alleged plot to kill . , yo0 ‘opnrorcement _agencies and 35 “non-govern-

. King.
ked with him,
s are worth.” Cnlley saxd. ‘

“lf you know Watson or have ever

! I

sination of Dr. Mar’in Luther King Jr. was
“a waste of time.°money and-a source of

ith investigators in the probe “at a great . 7
tomemtemsoftxmeandlawyexL .

e, Wen .

Watson, 21 is currently serving 2 five- ,
year sentence in Ashland, Ky, for -conviction.ol
narcoﬁu trafficking. U.S. District’ Judge- Ne¢~
T well Edenfield, who originally sentenced Wa: .,

{ son, has since ordered that he undergo psychf»
[ atric examination. SR :

A rambling, 34-page statement by Watson
on his dealings in the drug market included -
about three pages of information alleging the-

. was given to him by comedian Dick Gregory,
- “T can now state categorically that many
‘of the names, places and dates concerning the
conspiracy have been corroborated,”
Eavu said. “However, equally as important,
Watson’s claims of involvement by individuals .
hcnamedascompiringtokmnr.l(mgconld ‘
i‘ not be substantiated.” \
: Eaves said that while the invectigatlon of
L Watson's allegations. proved fruitless, detectives
did receive mformauon “wlnch _indicates li o

8 possibility" that there may have been a coﬂg

then you know what th.

cy linked to King’s death.

He added, however, “We are unable to at-
test to the reliability of persons who claim
knowledge of a conspiracy.” -

Because of the “many questions™ whlch re- o

main in the case, Eaves said he would ask the
Justice department, officials in Memphis and
US. Rep. Andrew Young to initiate an investi-
"gation ix,x’sure that an injustice has not been

Eavudecﬁmdhﬂimwhﬁiﬁewinfm .
mation his investigators had received. He con-

‘ceded that Watson's report was the same one’ -
recexvedanddismmsedauelesbythem

dn 1971,

r Inthecourseolthelnvuti ﬁonEavel

had accused the FBI of bein tlve

and not allowing access to its reem-d.'..g ords,
Eaves said his investigators talked with ll]

mental persom durlng the invetxgatmn.l

i

The Atlanta Cons:.tutlon

Page 1-A .
, Jl.lly 31, 1975 -~
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King plot. Eaves said Wednesday the statement ..






