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Section

(except following serials not in 
file on this date

for
the

6

jfmof Materi

File No

Reproduction
Congressional Inquiry wt

^The following material has been reproduced

excising and review at FBIHQ by representatives of
Souse Select Committee on Assassinations:

Serials through

Enclosure Behind File or Bulky Enclosure

RETAIN THIS FORM AS TOP SERIAL
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Dec 4 10 ^^^>

FBI
U.S. DIPT-OF JUSTICE

RECEIVED ~ 
general iKveiO^'t 
- - ' FRONT Or FI -
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and three color photographs at their reproduction 
cost of $3.00 each. These materials will either be 
mailed to you or delivered to your agent by Special 
Agent Thomas Wiseman, F.B.I. Headquarters, Washing­
ton, BL C. 20537. Direct^delivery can be arranged 
either by contacting Mr. Wiseman through the F.B.I. 
switchboard [202-324-3000] or by contacting Mr. 
Quinlan J. Shea, Jr., Chief of the Freedom of Infor­
mation and Privacy Unit [202-739*46721. As a matter 
of my discretion, I am waiving $80.00 in spacial 
search fees which could be charged for non-clerical 
work in connection with this request and another one 
for many of the same materials.

Because of the nominal excisions of agency 
markings and the names of agents, I am required to 
advise you that if CBS is dissatisfied with my action 
on this appeal, judicial review thereof is available 
in the United States District Court for the judicial 
district in which your client has its principal place 
of business, or in the District of Columbia, which is 
also where the records it seeks are located.

Very truly yours,*

Harold R. Tyler; Jr.
Deputy Attorney General
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Memorandum to; Mt. Gallagher 
RE: MURKIN

As indicated in prior memoranda dated 6/26/7.5 and ' 
7/7/75, captioned as above, Robert Byron Watson was interviewed / 
by the FBI on April 7, 1971r pertaining to whatever information 
ihe could furnish concerning a conspiracy in the assassination 
of Martin Luther King. Watson indicated that the information 
he had made public concerning a conspiracy was untrue. He 
stated that he told this conspiracy story in order to; receive 
a reward to reimburse his mother for losses she had sustained 
in a business venture. Watson stated that he had told his mother 
that the story about the alleged1 »#l|fsination plot was untrue' 

. and the reason that he had made iwip.

On April 7,' .1974;, Mrs. Li||ian Watson, mother of Robert 
feyron Watson, advised that her son^ad in fact told her that his 
/story concerning the alleged assass^tion plot was untrue and 
this reason for fabricating such a story. ' She stated, that after 
/Watson had told ,her‘ that this information was untrue, she made . 
Ino effort to contact any individual or organization whom she had . 
previously cpjitactei to advise them that her son' s information was 
not correct. '" • : 1 ■

‘ ” This information was furnished to th^ CRD in .
April, 1971. ‘ ‘ ’

; On June 21, ^1975, the wire services carried information 
revealed by Atlanta, Georgia, Public Safety Commissioner Reginald 
Eaves, to; the effect that Eaves was in possession of "... strong 
information of a conspiracy" in the death of Martin Luther King. 
Eaves indicated that he had received this information from a , 
Second party>Robett Byron Watson, which information "warrants 
their serious consideration."' ■

Thereafter, Eaves ordered an independent investigation , 
by the Intelligence Section, ATPD, in order to corroborate the ■ 
information furnished by Watson. An extensive investigation was 
conducted by the ATPD and the following conclusion'reached. „

"After reviewing all of the investigative data, '
including the results of the polygraph examinations, which had 
been given, it was decided that Watson's allegations, relevant 
to a conspiracy, had been discredited through evidence on hand ■ 
and did not ^arrant further inquiry. On this basis, the ' ; - 
investigai^bn was closed." ‘ ,

Mr. Eaves was later quoted in the ''Atlanta Constitution" 
newspaper dated July 30, 1975, as follows, "Based on this evidence, 
our investigation, therefore, causes us to reject the probability ,

2 CONTINUED -OVER
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- Memorandum to. Mr. Gallagher 
REF MURKIN . ■ ' . '

of a conspiracy based upon the specific allegations made . " ~ 
by Watson in the document he submitted relevant to ..
Dr. King's death." 4

A copy of;-the results of this investigation by 
the ATPD, as well as a copy of Watson's document, was - 
forwarded to the CRD in September, 1975, .

The individual identified as C. H. Andrews has not 
been interviewed by the FBI in - reference to' this investigation 
However, in May, .1974, District Attorney General Hugh Stanton, Jr
Memphis, Tennessee,"confidentially advised that he had been 
approached by Mr-. Robert -Livingston,'who is one of the attorneys* 
for James Earl' Ray. At that t|ma, Livingston told District 
Attorney General Stanton that an- individual named Cliff Andrews 
had been in contact with Livingston and had indicated that he, 
Andrews, and two others, were 4-nvolved, in a conspiracy in the; 
killing of Dr. King. Andrews indicated*that they were to receive 
$250/000 but for some reason were never paid. • Andrews told 
Livihgston that all three would testify provided they were granted 
total immunity, but that they might require an advance of travel ■
funds. 
belief.

Mr. Stanton indicated at that time that it was his 
that Andrews was attempting to swindle Livingston.

1974
This- information was furnished to. the CRD on May 30

v On July 16, 1974, Memphis Attorney Russell X. 
.Thompson contacted the Memphis Division and stated that Hay's 
jAttorney, Robert Livingston, had asked Thompson to 
, represent-Cliff Andrews in Andrews' attempt to obtain 
'immunity from the Shelby County District Attorney. Thompson 
indicated that it was his belief that Andrews was perpetrating
some type hoax although Andrews had not yet 
thing of value. ।

requested any-

Thi? information was furnished to the CRD on 7/16/74, and 
requested'that no ?Mr. William Gardner, Departmental Attorney 

additional investigation be conducted regarding Andrews-

On July 17, 19-74, .Attorney Thompson again contacted 
the Memphis Division and advised that Cliff Andrews, had contacted 
him and-had requested that $700 be sent to Cliff Andrews, Canadian 

■ National Telegr^i Office, Owen Sound, Ontario. Anderson indicated 
to Mr. Thompsonthat it wouldprobably take;an additional 
$2,500 to $3,000 to enable Andrews to locate the,other people 
involved in the conspiracy and to get them ter Memphis. Thompson

■3 . CONTINUED - OVER
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. Memorandum to. Mr . Gallagher 
RE.: MURKIN

ACTION: None. For information

stated that he told Andrews that he would not send these
funds. Mr. Thompson indicated that he was more convinced 
than ever this was a'hoax and that Andrews was apparently
attempting to swindle Ray’s Attorney, Robert Livingston

No further attempts we^e mde by the FBI to locate
identify, and interview Cliff Andrews.

To date,’ the CRD has not requested that any additional 
investigation be conducted regarding Watson or Andrews.
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ACTION:

For information.

1 - Mr. W. R. Wannall

Trowing 
Lml Caun
Telephone Rm. _
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UNITED STATES iRNMENT 'AMata Ok_____ _
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Memorandum
: Mr. W. R. Wannall \jMlsi^ DATE: 12/9/75

FROM ;¥.V.Kol

SUBJECT: NOTIFICATION TO ROYAL CANADIAN 
MOUNTED POLICE (RCMP) REGARDING 
INTERVIEW TO BE CONDUCTED BY 
DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS IN CANADA

This is to advise that, on 12/9/75, Inspector Harry
the'RCMP Office, Washington, D. C., was advised Jerry Niedermeier and
Steve Horn, Attorneys of the U.S. Department of Justice, had left for
Canada for the purpose of interviewing Charles Holmes Andrews at the
Calgary Correctional Institution, Calgary, Canada, in connection with the
Martin Luther King assassination matter.

Inspector Brandes was further advised that the Departmental
Attorneys had left Washington at 9:45 a.m. aboard Allegheny Flight 539 and 
were to arrive in Toronto, Canada, at 11:37 a.m. 12/9/75. They were
then to depart Toronto via Air Canada Flight 135 at 1:55 p.m. and were 
scheduled to arrive in Calgary at 4:40 p.m. same date.

Inspector Brandes advi
his Headquarters of the above.

1 - Foreign Liaison Unit
1 - Mr. V. V. Kolombatovic

4)

5 7 JAN 2 1978

NOTRECw®®®^
167 dec 161975
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MEMORANDUM TO:

THE ATTORNEY GENERALFROM12?

RE

for

(1)

- Richard L.(1)

ephone Rm.
Secy

DIRECTOR FBI

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

On November 24

stand

here and in the field

Ident

Plan. & EvaL
Spec. Inv.—
Training

®Hta nf to Attnw^ dmral
WashmgtuO. (0.snssn

December 4, 1975

Assoc. Dir.
Dep.-A.D.-Adm.
Dep.-A.D.-Iny_i£

Asst Dir.:
Admin
Comp. Syst 
Ext Affairs
Files & Com. -,
Gen. Inv. :

Inspection _
Intell.
Laboratory _

1975; I directed Assistant Attorneys General
J. Stanley Pottinger and Richard L. Thornburgh to review
the files relating to Martin Luther King at once in the
light of recent testimony, and make a recommendation as to
whether the assassination case should'be reopened.

Mr. Pottinger’s office is undertaking the initial review
of all material in the Department of Justice in order to
comply with my directive.

I have asked that this review be conducted thoroughly but
with dispatch._ Both Messrs. Pottinger and Thornburgh under­

I believe, that this investigation is of the highest
I am sure that you will cooperate 

with them to facilitate their access to Bureau files both
Departmental priority.

and to makeas they may request them 
available personnel of the Bureau for interviews and such 
other assistance as may be necessary.

I am also requesting that you^assign
assisting in

-J. Stanley

8 4 JAN 2 1976

this investigation.
one person responsible

Pottinger

Thornburgh

uf? ra^S’;
“ M4 j/5
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■ The Attorney General

NOTE: Attached is a copy of a letter from the Office 
of the Attorney General dated 12/4/75, which sets out 
that the Department is conducting a review of all material 
relative to Martin Luther King, Jr The Attorney General’s 
letter requested Bureau cooperation in making available 
Beadquarters and field office files for review and

Investigative Division has designated Supervisors Edward J.
McDonough and, John C. Lawn to handle any inquiries and requests 
as they relate to the OKIS investigation

A log will be maintained by the GID listing all

WffilS investigation, which will set out the dates requests are 
received, the nature of the requests and the dates requests -, ;
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Main File

serials

of
all items

Bufile 44-3886

surveillance of

of evidence.

June" folder

computer print out books listing all individuals in Tennessee 
who had registered CB radios.

12" x 9" x 9"

Inventory “®rf all material at FBIHQ in file captioned:

”Assassinatio
Civil Rights

>ctor Martin Luther King, Jr."

Main file consists of 84 volumes, consisting of 6005
to date.

Sub A

Bulky

copies

This consists

17 expandable 
all documents

One box

■One box

of two volumes of newspaper clippings.

jackets’,' 14_ x 10" x 4", containing
received and duplicate photographs of

18” 'x 12 " x 12" which contains 16 FCC

which'contains the original
FBI notes of ^11 latent fingerprint examinations.

two memoranda with a proposed memorandum 
requesting authorization for an electronic 

the Grapevine Tavern, St. Louis, which was owned

This contains
to the Attorney

and operated by
sister of James

8 4 JAN 2 1976

General

John Larry Ray, and Carol Ann Pepper brother and
Earl Ray

12 DEC 31 1975
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•X

'v > < f . !
H tFPSN<». 75538A

pate ano place of 
, sentence . -
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1965 -v Oct. 1
Toronto, Ont. ,

(1) Fraud (2 chgs.) ( 
\W Fraud (2 chgs.) ,, 7 ;w

,<1X 2 YRS. ON EACH CHG. CONC. 1 

(2) 2.YRS, ON EACH CHG. CONC. BUT
1 CONSEC. TO 91 >>5

1967 -.Mar. 10 *'
5 .< *W

t h wW

1963 Aus' 29 BraCebridge Ont 'j 
Obtain me. food & lodging by w 
Withdrawn ■ • ' J

►UD-

1967 - Sept, ,26 
Suoaus^ Ont. ‘

1963 4 Mar. 11 $ p 
Sudbury; Ont.' . \ 
' •' ’J y > 4b,8 
1968 - MAftMl ?

1970 - Novi 6
Toronto,..Ont. ‘ ■

1970 - Dec. 2 
®Jlton, Ont,

1971 - May 2$ , .
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- (3-chgs.);' ?W ’'V ‘ V

'assault* C.B.H.; SEC. 231- (2) CC

Fining $5Q,u/d io days on each 
CHG. CONSEC.’ ?vw<

30 days"

Parole -Violator

Uttering5 (2 chgs. )

?^
Recommitted

1965 Oct 1 Toronto-Ont *. «. 
Fraud (3 chgsJ? Att. ' Fraud^Ju 
Dismissed ( u /’^ *

s 1970 Nov 6 Toronto Ont - 1W 
* Forgery (2 chgs. )','Poss of J J 
g Revenue Paper, Theft over $^.,1 

I “Poss of Stolen Property oveM$» 
IS All Dismissed
is ' ' w W

9 MOS. ON EACH CHG CONC.

(1) Fraud (4 chgs.)
(2) Poss* of Stolen

i ^ UNDER #50’. , ’

l&

y»

A.WO fl
^ I

Property ^

i®
* 1

Hl) 16 MOS. ON EACH
^(2) >3 MOS. 

1 1

\ Paroled

CHG. CONC.

.J 1970 Dec 2 Hamilton Ont 14 
2 Abscond Bail, Theft over $50$ J
“Withdrawn ’

V

CONC. ;
0

«

t *
U I

1974 - Sept. 4 ' 
Hilton, Ont. •

1974 - Dec. 16
Owen Sound, Ont
V i ’ ”

Extortion Sec.365(D OC

(1) Fraud by accommodation Sec.

^
w

r YR.

>

w 
s
5

?>4

322(1) CC; >
(2) False pretences Sec.320(1) CO 
’ (5 CHG?,f“ ' ^/,A

(1)6 MOS. CONSEC, TO SENT. 
; serving'

(2) 6 MOS* ON EACH CHG. CONC. & '
, CONC. TO, #1

■ / THIS. IS * SUMMARY OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, ALL CONVICTIONS ARE
SUPPORTED ST FINGERPRINTS. DISTRIBUTION IS RESTRICTED TQ AUTHORISED AGENCIES. H 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

In Reply, Please Refer to ■ 
nie No. 44-1740

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Birmingham, Alabama 
December 12, 1975

ASSASSINATION OF 
DR. MARTIN’ LUTHER KING, JR 

CIVIL RIGHTS-

On December 10, 1975a BH T-l, who has furnished 
insufficient information to establish his reliability, 
advised as follows:

Source furnished information regarding the. 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He does 
not know whether this information is reliable or not but 
he first heard it several weeks before King was killed. 
He got this information from an individual named Dr. Prosch 
(phonetic). - He said that Prosch showed him a rifle which 
Prosch had in the trunk of his car and told him the gun 
was to be used in a ”big killing”. Prosch said that the 
rifle was obtained from Aeromarine Company,; Birmingham.

BH T-l advised that after the assassination when 
Prosch was drinking, Prosch told source that King’s assassi­
nation had been set up by King’s associates, namely Dr. 
Abernathy, and that Prosch*s Job was to obtain the weapon 
to be used in the murder. Prosch told source that James 
Earl Ray was only a decoy in the murder. Prosch advised 
that the man responsible for lining up the killer(s) of 
King was Frank LaBerto (phonetic), an underworld figure, 
in New Orleans, Louisiana and a friend of Prosch. LaBerto 
allegedly received $265,000.00 for arranging King’s murder 
and went to Detroit the day King was killed. LaBerto runs 
a truck stop in New Orleans named The Lake Pontchartrain . 
Restaurant. Dr. Prosch used to formerly spend a lot of / 
time at the Gulas Restaurant on Highway 78 East, Birmingham 
and that after James Earl Ray’s picture was published in 
the newspaper, source said that he recognized Ray as. an 
individual who use to meet Prosch at the Gulas Restaurant 
a couple of weeks before King was. murdered. ;

This document contains neither recommendations nor con­
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency.
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- ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

. BH T-l advised Prosch was a "gun nut" and that
he has been convicted by Federal authorities on a firearms . 
violation. •

BH T-l advised that he has not told anyone about 
this before because he did not think that any law enforce­
ment agency would "touch" it.

It is noted that the "Birmingham News" for April 22, 
1971 carried an article captioned, "Dr. Prosch indicted on 
gun charges".- This article stated that Dr. Gus Joseph Prosch, 
Jr. was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Birmingham on 
three counts.of Federal gun control violations. He was 
arrested at his home and charged with unregistered weapons , 
and was released on $10,000.00 bond. ,

■ , On March 10, 1971, Gus JosephProsch, Jr. was
sentenced in Federal Court in Birmingham to five years in

’ custody of the Attorney General for 
unregistered firearms. He was also 
five year terms to run concurrently

illegal possession of 
sentenced to two ether 
with the first count.
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LABORATORY ADDENDUM JWK:rlc December 22, 1975

In this case, the distorted bullet, listed as Q64, \
did not bear sufficient microscopic marks of value for . * 
identification purposes. No photographs or photomicrographs , 
of the test bullets obtained from the evidence rifle were 
made inasmuch as such photographs would not be taken in 4

. situations where it is not possible to effect an identification.

examinations of the
available

All the notes available concerning the firearms 
“ ’ : evidence bullet, Q64, have been made

Two hours Of agent time were utilized.
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NEWS t AV
A Division of CBS Inc.
524 West 57 Street 
New York, NewYork 10019 
(212)765-4321

Dear Mr. '.Wiseman December 15, 1975

To confirm our telephone conversation: • ’ ,

' What CBS News has been seeking, under the Freedom of Information Act, 
in addition to the material you have made available to us, includes:

1. Photographs and/or photomicrographs of the test bullets fired 
from the evidence rifle in the. King case.

2, Analyses of the test bullets, coirparing them in detail to the. 
murder (evidence) bullet.

As I indicated to you, we have seen the test bullets and filmed them. 
' But our amateur, eyeball examination does not give us the .expert ‘
^JtaCactaiat^on^ -

As I also indicated to-you, our ballistics expert, Lowell Bradford, 
having seen only a photograph of the evidence bullet obtained by 
Ray’s defense attorneys, feels that identification of the bullet as 
having — or having not- — come from the evidence rifle — should be 
readily possible. -

I await your call and your letter in reply.

Ernest S. Leiser 
Senior Producer

• Mr. Thomas L. Wiseman
. Special Agent, F.B.I. 
Room 5^35 .
J. Edgar Hoover Building 
Washington, D.C. 20535

cc Mr. Volney Brown, U.S. Department of Justice 
Mr. Allen Shaklan, CBS'' . • - .
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TO

FROM

DECEMBER 12, 19 75MARTIN

83-i Hr44-11 14A)

OF MARTINTITLE AND CHARACTER ASSASSINATIONOF-FILEB)

(CODE NAMERIGHTS URKIN)

CONTENTS:

■ PERSON OR PERSONS

CLASSIFI

1N1T£

BEVZ

CHICAGO (100-3535-6)

WHICHSUB A

DESCRIPTION OF FILEC)

MAIN CG 44-1114

LUTHER KING JR

DECEMBER 9REBUTEL 1975

BUDED

CG

I.O. 4 182 MARTIN LUTHER KING JRDR

LUTHER KING,'JR. CIVIL

FU

: <k«>* Dir.

Di
»ist Dir

’.m'in
win. fret.

.^Kt AfiRirs
Files is wa.
G in. Inv. .

. .nspeita
.’■jU. t

hl & Eval
Inv.

mt®

■®r See y

RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSASSINATION OF DR MARTIN

CONSISTS OF SEVEN VOLUMES WITH 18 SERIALS

ezemp

VICTIM C

CONSISTS 0

A THROUGH H.

03-

ripmi l3b.1LAU.0f INVESTIGATE.’! , 

j SECTION
> bc^OW Sol__

CGEttrhCT
640PM NITEL 12-12-75 TG

DIRECTOR (100-106 670)

LUTHER KING, JR

FIEU OFFICE FILE NUMBER

■C f ■? Wo

; . .ixtratory _

1 Coun.
'-. )hs® Km, ,

THE CHICAGO FILE UNDER* THE ABOVE, CAPT10N

TOTAL. OF 24 VOLUMES COMPOSED OF A TOTAL OF 1794 SERIALS,

INCLUDED IN THIS MATERIAL ARE EIGHT SUBFILES

WHICH CONSISTS OF SIX VOLUMES WITH 819 SERIALS

CONTAINS MATERIAL RELATING TO INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED TO LOCATE

Bicusjinio Rifkut
O» lb* XX^b^

CONTAINS REPORTS CAPTIONED

HUBS
HEREIS IS
except^
QlHERniSE*X

ION COlil^® 
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CONTAINS MEMORANDUM TELETYPES AIRTELS AND OTHER

TO1968

CONCERNING THREATS MADE AGAINST DR MARTIN LUTHER

C

WITH 88 SERIALSWHICH CONSISTS OF THREE VOLUMESSUB D

KING JR

APRIL 6 RELATING TO ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN1972

CG 100-35356

LUTHER KING JR

TO AUGUST 7 1968

1968,TO OCTOBER 2

DURING PERIOD APRIL 2TENNESSEEKING AT MEMPHIS 1968JR

INTERVIEW LOGS

PHOTOGRAPHSARE BULKY EXHIBITS CONSISTING OF-ARREST RECORDS

SUB E WITH 86

OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR

X PAGE IWO

CONSPIRACY AND UFAC - ROBBERY AS WELL AS OTHER COMMUNICATIONS

RELATING TO- FUGITIVE INVESTIGATION DURING PERIOD APRIL 18, 19G8„

SUB B, WHICH CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME, WITH 274 SERIALS,*

CONTAINS MEMORANDUMS RELATING TO ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER

WHICH CONSISTS OF THREE VOLUMES, WITH 423 SERIALS,

CHICAGO NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS DURING PERIOD APRIL 11

AIRLINE MANIFEST FINGERPRINTS AND OTHER

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS RELATING TO INVESTIGATION OF ASSASSINATION

WHICH CONSISTS' OF ONE VOLUME
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