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e.,ollow1ng material has been reproduced"i‘
e;wising and review at FBIHQ by representatlves of
ouse Sel ct Committee on Assassinations. T

'?Serials Cf:’%;kg | through

(except following serials not 1n
; file pn thls date"v.

R

TOP
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‘ ‘ ~r~' :
Memorandum to Mt. Gallagher ‘
. RE: MURKIN

As 1nd1cated in prior" memoranda dated 6/26/75 and
-7/7/75, captioned as above, Robert Byron- Watson was interv1ewed
by the FBI on April 7 r 1971, pertaining to whatever 1nformatlon\
he could furnish ‘concerning a conspiracy in the assassination
of Martin Luther King. Watson. indicated that the lnformatlon
he had made public concérning a conspiracy was untrue, ' He
stated that he told this conspiragy story in order to receive
a reward to reimburse his mother for losses’ she had sustained
in a business venture. Watson stated that he had told his. mother
.. that the story about ‘the alleged 'y sination plot was untrue =
. and the reason that he Qad made'i‘ Lo e “x IR “
. Oon Aprll 1y lQ?l, Mrs. : an Watson, mmther of Robert
AByron Watson, advised that Her sor d in fact told her that his ff
. {story concerning- the alleged assas tion plot was untrye and .~
‘fhis reason for fabricatlng such” ory. : She stated that after. ..
{Watson had told her that ;this 1nfo ation was untrue, she made. = .°
- Ino effort to’ centaet any - 1nd1v1dua ~or- organlzatlon whom ‘she had g
ﬁ;“pt@Vlously contacted to adv1se thj 'that her son's 1nformation was e
L not correct, " : ; R 5

,‘ On June 21, 1975, the erefserv1ces carrled 1nformatlon
‘ revealed by Atlanta,’ Georgla, PuhllqﬁSaﬁety Commissioner Reglnald
.Baves, to the effect that Eaves was, in possession of "... strong :
information of'a consplracy“ in the death of -Martin Luther Klng.

Eaves indicated that he had received this information frem a’ [ .
- second. party, Robert Byron Watson, whleh 1nfermatlon “warrants

thelr serious. con51deratlon.“ LN T < g
' ,, . g‘ ; -

Thereafter, Eaves ordered an independent (

'by the Intelllgence Section, ATPD,’ln.@rder to eorroborate the
‘1nformatlon furnished by Watsen.  An extensive 1nvest1gatlon W
‘conducted by the ATPD and the follow1ng conclu51on reached

R ‘"After rev1ew1ng all of the 1nvestlgat1ve data,)v
*1nclud1ng the results of the polygraph examinations, which had
. |been given, it was decided that Watsom's allegations, releva
~jtora: consplracy, had been discredited through evidence on
“jand-did. not(marrant further 1nqu1ry. On thls bas1s, the
vlnvestlgagﬂbn was. closed " ‘ i

: “Mr. Eaves was 'later quoted in- - th ahconstitutionﬁ‘
_‘»"newspaper dated July. 30, 1975, as follows,w. ‘on‘thiS“evidence,,
'”m,our 1nvest1gatlon, therefore, causes us to reg the probability .

B
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5fof a' consplracy based upon the specxflc.allegations ‘mad
;by Watson 1n the#docume sub: 'tted relebnnt to i

og‘the.reeults ofuthls 1nvestlgatlon by :
-as’a-copy of Watson 8. document, was ‘
RD+in: September, 755 ‘. ‘

dentr’le@ as C“ H. Andrews has not :
in-reference to’ thls 1nvest1gation. =5
: ict. Attorney General Hugh Stanton, Jr.,
»‘Memphls, Tennessee,; ‘ ', tia‘ly«advlsed that he had been .
.xaﬁproached“inMr;Jprertﬁ$iv Is ho is-ene of the attorneYSf
- for- James ‘Earl Ray, . 3H,ff‘ hy ivingston. told District: . .
torney. Ge ! ton that an<individual nhamed Cliff AndreWS'ﬂ
d'"been ‘in contactnwith L1 ngston and had ‘indicated that he,
Andrews,‘and two otherS’ re involved: in a conspiracy in the & -
' - ' indlcated that they were to receive
sre never paid. ' Andrews told .. .-
;ttestlfy provided they were granted
, ,mlght.requlre an-advance of travel
‘b Mr.rstanton indicated‘at ‘that time- that it was his
wthat AndreWS was attemptl g to sw1ndle L1v1ngston. Lo

~ On July 16 1974, Memphls Attorney Russell X.‘ IR
”Th@mpsen contacted4the.Memphxs Division and. ‘stated. that Ray s
ﬁgAttorney, .Robert . lelngston,fhad asked. Thompson to.. .
irepresent..Cliff Andrews in Andrews':attempt to. obtaln

”hﬂvlmmunlty from the Shelby County District Attorney. Thompson
jlndlcated that it 'was his belief that Andrews was perpetrat;ng

" {some. type heax although Andrews had not yet requested any-
$,th1ng of. value.,f , € : , ; ‘ g .

"a,.hlm and had requeﬁhed that $700 be sent’ to 'ff Andrews, Cenaﬁian (
- #“ oﬁ ice;. Qwen sound , Ont‘ “Anderson. 1ndlcate&
Wou + 7 tal -additional i

ve’ t ! he other people
t ”qet'themrtd Memphls., Thompson
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MURKIN

. stated that he told Andrews that he would not send these .
- funds.. Mr.. Thompson indicated that he was more convinced
than ever this was a hoax and’ that Andrews was apparently
attemptlng to sw1ndle Ray S. Attayriy, Robert LlVlngston.

No further attempts wggb mgde by the’ FBI to locate,‘f

‘ACTION:Y None..»For<1nf0rmatlon;
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'the»RCMP Offxce,, Wa.shmgton, D\. C. 5 was adv;sed e’rry I‘I ,dermezer anﬂ

'Cana,da for the purpose of mterv:ewmg Charles Hohne
- Calgary Correctional Institution, Calgary, C
'~Martin Luther King assass:natmn matter. "

: s ':Inspe‘ctor Brandes was further advised .that the' Bepartmental ‘
: iuAttorneys had left Washington at 9:45 a.m. aboard Allegheny Flight 539. and :
were to arrive in 'Ioronto, Canada, at 11:37 a.m. 12/9/175. They were .

_For information.

£ ;':._ 1 - Mr, W. R. ‘Wannall
- Forexgn L1a1son Unit
.‘1 Mr V . V.. Kolombatovic
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'Gen. Inv. .._.lZ :
I&ma._rr_r_}
‘thWHWi____x
*Inten' e {
¥, Lstaoramry e £
‘§ Plad. & Eval .. |
: Bpec. Inv.
SR T e Training -_Z}
'DIRECTOR, FBI R Eo s Sl
:HE ATTORNEY GENERAL '7,_“9

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.{N‘W_LV

””J.uStanley Pottlnger and’ Rlchard L. Thornburgh to review
“Jthe files relating to" Martln Luther King at once in the :
,ight of recent testlmony, and make .a recommendation ‘as to
whether the assaesmnation case shouldfbe reopened.

d_Mr. Pottlnger s offlce is undertaklng the 1n1t1a1 rev1ew
- . of all material in the, Department of Justlce in order to
chomply w1th my dlrectlve.»mﬁ’p,,xl,‘ S ,;H.ﬂ . «wmué'

d'IThave asked that'thls review be conducted thoroughly but

}_¢W1th dispatch. - . Both Messrs. Pottinger and Thornburgh- under;*,:

. Istand, I believe, that this 1nvestlgat1o - is of the hlghest R
- |Departmental- prlorlty.JkI am sure that you will cooperate ™

. jwith them to facilitate their access to Bureau files both

‘ihere and in.the field, as ‘they may request them, .and to make_ﬁ:‘w‘
gﬁavallable personnel -of the Bureau for 1nterv1ews and such
;Hother asszstance as may be necessary.

gy

JvnI am also requestlng that you,a551gn one person respon31ble‘§”“
‘1yfor asszstlng 1n thlS 1nvest1gatlon.‘ i i

1_(1) - J. Stanley Pottlnger

lechard L  Thornburgh

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



R AT TR,

. - Adams :
Callahan
Gallagher ;
O'Connell . -

R ﬁaw aae@mbar 4, 1975, which set out for the .tnfe o
o of vhis Bureau that the Department has initiated a ritv
bf all mterial mrhainiag to ‘Eaxtia I.t:tlmr Kinq, J’r, P
o Eon can bhe assnxad of tha comgletq:ceapexatioa
: af this ‘Burean pertaining to this'review, 'I have .
- instructed that Supervisors Edward J. Noix ;
. .John C. Lawn be available to respoand to any - rem;;ts
. swanating from the Depariment and bb ansist in avery
-way pasaibla .in thiﬂ ragard g RTINS

i e .mismt &ttn:nay meral
: Criainal aivism "

" 3CLibap (15)

' SEE NOTE PAGE. TWO...

! 44-38861°
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ROTE Attached iﬁ a copy of a letter from the Office

‘of the Attorney General dated 12/4/75, which sets out
 that ‘the Department is conducting a review of all material
relative to Martin ILuther King, Jr. The Attorney General’s
letter requested Bureau cooperation in making avai}.&hla o
Beaa.ﬁquaxtexs a;sg field ofﬁice files for ,eview ami L

reqmested by ‘the ﬁepartmeni:, - :
InvaStigative Division has designated Supervisara Eﬁwar& ;r. R
Nchonough and, John C. Lawn to handle any :{nqniries and requests .
3 = relata w the mm investigation. :

: el 10g will be maintaiued hy the GID Zu.sting all
regueste veceived from the Department pertaining to the - -
MURKIN investigation, which will set out !:he da;tes requests are‘
veeeived the mtura of the reguests i :
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Yy

' ‘0 Inventwy*af all mater1a1 at FBIHQ in fJ.le captloned.

"3ssa551natlo;;a Doctor: Martln Luther Klng, Jr."
Civil Rights oo ‘
Bufiler44-3886 ,‘* U e Ty
mMaln File o | L '
¢ Main file conslsts of 84 volumes, con31st1ng of‘6005
H1serials to date. S : _

', Sub A

‘w . 1

E One bex, »18 "y 12" x 12" wh:.ch contalns 16 FCC o
computer prlnt'out‘ boeks llstlng all ind vlduals in Tennessee

- "June v, folder |
%o the Atterney Eeneral requestlng author:.zatlon for an electre ic
surveillance of ’che Grapev:me Tavern, St Louz:s, which was ewn (

s:l.ster of James Earl Ray.

| ¢¢—-»3m/

- NoT RE RDED
12 pe 31 1975

_-‘

184 AN2 1978
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,Descr{ption and Scope (Folla
stat ) ;
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. WL e ‘I?I;‘ ; : f“"‘ “..f"
v UNITED STATES DEPA/RTMENT OF ]USTICE

‘ FEDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION
‘ A - Birmingham, Alabama w
‘ InReply.meqfem Deeember 12, 1975
FﬂeNo. a }42[--17’-’-0 ERRRR L i T ‘

"‘ASSASS%NATIGN OF |

‘ i On December 10,"
ane 'insufficient information ta es;"blish hls rellabllity,
' wr.advised as follows'« G J,J et ‘ \
S Source furnished information regarding the -
: assassinatlon of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  He does -
. not know whether this information is reliable or not'but .
" he .first heard it several weeks before King was killed.:
He got this information from an individual named Dr. Prosch’
- (phonetic).: He sald that Prosch showed him a rifle which o
-+ . Prosch had in the trunk of his car and told him the gun - -
. was to be used in a "big killing"... Prdosch said that the"’j
' rlfle was obtained from Ae marine Company, Blrmlngham.ﬁla

I P BH Tl advised at}after ‘the’ assa331nation when =
. Prosch was ‘drinking," Prosch'told source’ that: King's assassi- .
. nation had been set up by King's: assoc1ates, namely Dr., = -
.7 Abernathy; and that Prosch's job was to obtain the. ‘Weapon. _g
.. to be used in the murder. Prosch told source that James
. .Earl-Ray. was only a decey in the murder. Prosch. adv1sed
“+ “that’ the man responsible for lining up the killer(s) of.
King was Frank LaBerto (phonetic), an underworld flgure‘v ML
' in New Orleans, Loulsiana and & friend of Prosch. ' LaBerto '
- allegedly received $265,000.00; for arranging King's murder
o -and went"to Detroit the day King was killed. LaBerto runs:
. atruck stop in New Orleans named The Lake Pontchartrai '
- Restaurant.  Dr. Prosch used to formerly spend a lot o
Ctime at the Gulas Restaurant on Highway 78 Bast, Birmingham
" and that after James Earl Ray's picture was published in
-the newspaper,'source said that he recognized Ray as an’
. individual who use to meet Prosch at the Gulas Restaurant
e couple of: weeks before King was. murdered N A

i +This document contains neither recommendations nor con--
_clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI.and.

" 4s loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to
-*be distrmbuted outs1de your agency. e
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ASSASSINATION op . T

e < BH T—l advised Prosch was e "gun nut" and that
~;H;~ghe has ‘been convicted by Federal authorities on & firearms
| ,ﬁﬁfviolation.gma T SRR ‘ ‘ : g

S BH T-l adviSéd that he ﬁas not told anyone about oF
w‘fﬂhis before because he did not ﬁhiﬁk “that any“lew enforce- -
pg?ment agency would ”touch" dte , ,‘)H-

Sk LTIt 1s noted that the "Birmingham News" for April 22,
1971 carried an article captioned, "Dr. Prosch indicted on ;~y §
. .gun.charges".. Thls article stated that Dr. Gus Joseph:Prosch, -~
P dre was. indicted by .a Federal Grand Jury in Birmingham on
" three counts.of Federal gun control violations. He was
.. arrested at his home. and charged with. unregistered weapons
‘“and was released on. $10,000 00 bond. . ; s

,oeon March 10 1971, Gus Joseph Prosch, Jr. wa5»~‘
L esentenced in Federal Court in Birmingham to five years in
- "custody of “the ‘Attorney General for illegal possession of '
~!wgunregistered firearms.. He was also sentenced to two cther ~ ' o
' wﬁfive year terms to run concurrently'withkth Hfirst county
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L?"BORATOR? ADDENDUM ~_ . IWR:xko e December 22, 1975

L - In thlS case, the dlstorted bullet 1lsted as Q64, S
" did not bear sufficient microscopic marks of: value for q‘wc
‘identification purposes.’ No photographs or photomlcrographs

© of the test. bullets obtained from the evidence rifle were L

‘made inasmuch as such photographs would not be taken in ;" '

SLtuatlons where it is not possible to effect an 1dentiflcatlon.,,

E All the notes avallable concernlng the flrearms
,ﬂexaminatlons of " the ev1dence bullet, Q64 have been made
avallable.,»_‘ i ‘
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NE WS -

A lesmﬂ of CBS Inc.
524 West 57 Street -

“New York. New Yerk 10019 .
(212) 765-4321

& Decemser 15, 1975

g *’What CBS News has been seeldmg ,m‘der’ tbe Freeaem of Information Act, :
:.'in add;tion ‘bo the mterial you }Bve made availa.’ble‘ te us, :’mc udes.

2, Analyses of the' test‘bullets, comparir@ them in detail tg the* A
: nmrder (evidence) bullet. . :

"As' T also indica‘ced to‘,-,you, our ballistn cs expert Lewell Bradford
. having seen only a phctcgraph of the eviaence bullet obtained by
Sy feels that 1de;ntif1cat:ton of' the bullet as |

= Emest 8 Leiser'
Senior Prcducer
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"“fﬂ% REBUTEL DECEMBEP 9, 1975.~

I ;LUTHER xxwe, JR., CIVIL RIGHTS ( o
7% }§c)f DESCRIPTION OF FILE CONTENTS' 5" j Tﬁf;]ayummsﬁ"‘ %:)‘
ﬁ?" THE CHICAQ@ FILE UND‘R THE ABOVE CAPTION, CONSLSTS 0 ‘
TOTAL, OF 24 VOLUMES COMPﬁiSED OF A TOTAL oF 1794 SERIALS.
‘CLUDED w Tf,E*MATER;AL ART EIGHT SbBFILES, A TH?OUGH e r
FAIQ‘CG 44 11&4, "JHICH coms:srs oF szx VOLUM“S WITH 819 SER'“:fV o
CQVTAINS NATERIAL RELafzﬁé TO INVESTIGATION cownucrzm 10 Loca

‘, 1. o. 4189 DR. MAR&INi‘ - R‘hlne Ry - VICTIW,Uc_Q;
L e elg:g_:_ﬂ ,cssmnsnnﬂtt'zzﬁﬂ” At
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“; CDNTAINS CHICAGO NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS DURIMG PERIOD APRIL ll,

B ‘Paeﬁ';wo cs xzz 35356 fj-" B T AR
P CONSPIRACY AND UFAC - RGBBERY" AS WELL AS OTHER COMMUNICATIONS

, RELATING IO FUGITIVE INVESTIGATION DURING PERIOD APRIL 18, 1968,‘

| TO OCTDBER ‘2, 1958.1&,

(o
_(.[ .

"SUB B, WHICH CONSISTS OF ONE VOLUME, WITH 274 SERIALS@

CONTAINS ME%ORANDUMS RELATING TO ASSASSINATION OF NARTIN LUTHER

< KING, JR., AT MEMPRIS, TVNNESSEE, DURING PERIOD APRIL z, 1958,’
{;re AUGUST 7, 1968. ,;;y N LR R RN LR

SUB C, WHICH CUNSISTS OF . THREE VOLUMES, WITH 423 SERIALS,

1968, TO APRIL s, 1972, RELATING TO ASSASSINATION oF MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.”fff: sl 'f,‘ f ”, 7 ’>“‘f' -
5B D, WHICH CONSISTS oF THREE VOLUIES, WITH 88 SERIALS,

i ARE BULKY EXHIBITS‘CO“SISTING OF ‘fREsT RECORDS, PHOTOGRAPHS,

ixwrvnusz LOGS, AIRLIN; MANIFE“‘ waezapnxwrs AND OTHER |
1 CELLANEGUS ITEMS RELATINC 10 vazsrchTxou or ASSASSINATION
;cr MARTIN LurHER KING, ‘ ‘ |

IsfsﬁorloﬂE VOLUME, WITH 86" sERIALS,

| f._,HTELETYPLS, AIRTELG AND OTHER COMWUNICpTIOMSf,K.{g;”?’w

HREATS MADE AGAINST*'{§?MARTIN LUTHER KI&G JR.F‘ ﬁ -
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