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PAGE FIVE (44-2,3'36) \

COUNTY PS ARREST HUMBER IS 4322. DESCRIPTION OF CL AUDE^OWELL,

JR. IS WHITE MALE, DOTE OF 3IRTH SIX FEET TWO

INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY-ONE POUNDS, FBI NUMBER 212 946 A. - 

RECORDS OF THE ATLANTA PD REVEALED LEON POWELL ARRESTED ”"

AUGUST 26, 1955 BY PROVOST MARSHAL, FORT BENNING, GEORGIA, .

CHARGED WITH ARTICLE 36, NO DISPOSITION AVAILABLE. ARRESTED

JUNE 28, 1962 FOR WIFE BEATING AND ABANDON^! CHARGE. WITHDRAWN 

JULY C, 1962. LEON OWENKPOWELL DESCRIBED AS wklTE MALE, DATE OF ,

FB I\NUMBEE 2,20. _g 12 E

BRENDA POWELL, DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF LEON POWELL, ADVISED LEON 

POWELL WORKING AT UNKNO-WN LOCATION IN ROCKDALE COUNTY AND WOULD 

NOT RETURN TO ATLANTA UNTIL LATE PR OF JANUARY 7, 19 76.

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION (CYD), US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 

REQUESTES THE FOLLOWING IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION TO RESOLVE ALL E - 

GAI ION MADE BY LEON OWEN POWELL:

EL PASO AT MIDLAND. WILL INTERVIEW CLAUDE POWELL AT 

SCOTTISH INN FOR ANY INFOPMAT ION HE HAS RE LEON OWEN POWELL'S 

ALLEGATION. OBTAIN ARTIST’S CONCEPTION OF RALPH (LUU) FROM 

END PAGE FIVE.
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PAGE TWO (44-2386)

THEM IN CONTACT WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD PAY THEM TO MURDER 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL BROTHERS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN 

THE CONTRACT TO MURDER KING AND THE CONVERSATION WAS TERMINATED 

WITH GODREY.

APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEETING WITH GODREY, THE 

POWELL BROTHERS WERE AGAIN DRINKING IN PETE’S BAR, EXACT DATE 

UNKNOWN, AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR OR FIVE PM, WHEN THEY WERE AP­

PROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED RALPH (LNU), WHITE MALE, HEAVY­

SET, SIX FOOT ONE INCH TO TWO INCH, NO ACCENT, WELL-GROOMED, 

LATE FORTIES, WELL-SPOKEN, DESCRIBED AS ’’LAWYER-TYPE", WHO WAS 

IN POSSESSION OF A BRIEFCASE. RALPH (LNU) APPROACHED THE POWELL 

BROTHERS, PUT HIS BRIEFCASE ON THE TABLE AND SAID, "I GUESS YOU 

KNOW WHY I’M HERE". THE POWELL BROTHERS NODDED IN ASSENT, AT 

WHICH TIME RALPH (LNU) OPENED HIS BRIEFCASE, DISPLAYING WHAT 

HE SAID WAS TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THEN SAID, "IF 

YOU DECIDE TO TAKE THE JOB, THERE’S FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 

MORE WHEN IT’S COMPLETED". "SHOTGUN" POWELL REPLIED TO RALPH 

THAT HE AND HIS BROTHER NEEDED TIME TO THINK IT OVER, AT WHICH 

TIME RALPH (LNU) STATED, "IF YOUR MIND IS NOT MADE UP NOW, I 

CAN’T DO BUSINESS WITH YOU". NOTHING ELSE WAS SAID AND RALPH 

END PAGE TWO.
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INVESTIGATION
Section

PLAINTEXT URGENTTELETYPE

(44-2386)TO SACS ATLANTA
I/I5776

(44-920)EL PASO

SAN ANTONIO

(44-38861)FROM DIRECTOR FBI

(Attn: Mr. Balog)

REBUTELCALLS

CIVIL RIGHTS DEPARTMENT OF

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY

POLYGRAPH

LEON OWEN

NECESSARY WAIVERS

IS INSTRUCTED TO AFFORD

THIS POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION PASO CONTACT CLAUDEEL

HNH:bap (6 SEE NOTE PAGE 3

JAN 20 1976

TELETYPE UNIT

Plan. & Eval. _

Spec. Inv. ______

Peelman 
Helterhoff 
Cochran

^OERAL BUREAU 
QJMMUNICATi

EXAMINER, AFFORD POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS TO

EL PASO, COORDINATE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION FOR CLAUDE /

Assoc. Dir. ______

Dep. AD Adm. _

Dep. AD Inv. ___

Asst. Dir.:

Admin. _ ___  

Comp. Syst. ____  

Ext. Affairs___ _ 

Files & Com.__  

Gen. Inv. _______ 

Id ent. ____ ______

JUSTICE, HAS REQUESTED THAT POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS BE

JANUARY 14, 1976

DIVISION (CRD), U. S

\ 1 - MEMPHIS (44-2987)

AFFORDED TO LEON OWEN POWELL, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., AND

POWELL AND ARNOLD RAY GODFREY. OBTAIN

EXAMINER, SAN ANTONIO DIVISION

ATLANTA, HAVE SA JOHN B. REYNOLDS, BUREAU-APPROVED

JAh4g/976 >

TELETYPE

1 - Mr
1 - Mr
1 - Mr

POWELL, JR. SA LOREN K. LEE, BUREAU-APPROVED POLYGRAPH
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5010-104

FROM

SUBJECT:

dated at

Ehc

F. n This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

B. 8^^ investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received.

DATE:

memorandum datedReference is made to __
(your file

JJS-70 (Rev. 3-28-72) 
)jr5*iONAl FORM NO. 10

' MAY 1962 EDITION

Memorandum
Avw. A<. Koltfv X. ^unPH^

; Assistant Attorney General 1/14/31

1/12/76

Civil Rights Division

: Director, FBI

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent

A. n This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

C. | | The investigation requested by you has now been Completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. □ Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department

E. □ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation

G. H This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department

taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs
•5, JAN 26 1976 .

SEE HOTE PAGE TWO

84 JAN30W6 cfcf<^i2bl
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NOTE: Enclosed is a teletype dated 1/13/76 frost our Atlanta 
Office. Also enclosed is an FBI Identification Record 

for Leon Owen Powell and Claude Powell# Jr.

- , Reference is made to conversations between 
Departmental Attorney Robert A. Mtirphy and SA H. n. Haltarhoff 
re the status of Ulis investigation. On 1/13/76, Mr. Mtxrphy 
requested that FBI Identification Records be obtained for 
boon Owen Powell, Claude Powell.and,Ray Godfrey. The FBI 
Identification Records for the Powells Sis* enclosed tod we are
in the process of obtaining an FBI Identification Record! for 

. Ray Godfrey who^Bs been fully identified as Arnold Ray
' Godfrey, date- of birth I I Cn I Mr. Mhrphy •_ , 3 Mr* Mhrphy 1 PI1

jested that polygraph examinations be afforded to the Powells 
Arnold Ray Godfrey. ■ ■’ : . ■and
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■JU-. •• .'4—-.—^——^

1/W3 : ' t
i4ve divisiqn

This pertains to the .shooting death of Dr. Martin; 
Luther King> Jr., on 4/4/58. James Earl Ray has , 
©led guilty t©' this murder and presently in local t

The attached from Atlanta Office advises of I
information furnished by ope Leon Owen Powell who,. . I 
in essence, claims he and his brother Claude Powell, I 
Jr., while in an Atlanta bar in early October - I 
Novembe/, 1967, were approached by a mutual friend1 I 
Ray Godfrey, who asked the Powells’,,if they were I 
interested in making $50,000. Godfrey told them he I 
would put them in contact with an individual who I
would pay them to murder King. Approximately one I
week later at same bar the Powells were approached I 
by an individual named Ralph (Last naifte unknown) who I 
said "I:§#6ss yqu know* why I’m here" and sub- I
sequentlyWefied his briefcase displaying what he . 1 
said was ?O,000. Powell said they told Ralph they I 
needed time to think it over. Ralph relied "if I 
your si# is not made up pow, I can’t do business __I 
with you". Powell said Ralph never said Q2mEI^ 
money being offered was io kill King. Powell states I 
neither he nor his brother involved in murder of 1 
King. , , ■ I

No/identifiable information in Bureau files on. I 
Leoni Owen Powell, Claude Powell, Jr., or Ray I
Gplfrey, .

This will be discussed with Civil Rights Division I 
of Department to determine if any investigation 
warranted. / ;

1
1

Mr 
Mr

.1 - Mr.
1 ■ Mr«

Callahan
Adams - 
Moore , 
Wannall

WH:pdh
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21, 1976

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

On January 15, National

The above is being furnished for your information.

- The Deputy Attorney Genera

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO...

GPO : 1975 O - 569-920

1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Callahan 
Adams 
Gallagher 
O'Connell 
Peelman

Helterhoff 
Moore 
Wannall

- Assistant Attorney General 
JCriminal DivisionF i les & Com. __

Gen. Inv._______

Id ent. _______ A 1

^1 INFORMATION CONTAINED
1 EREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED niA’ ^

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.

Chairman of "
. _ 1976, Howard Bennett, National \

Citizen Committee for A Dr. Martin Luther \ 
King, Jr. Holiday," accompanied by William Byrd, Vice 
Chairman of the Committee, appeared at the New York Office 
of the FBI.

The Attorney General

Director, FBI

Mr. Bennett indicated the purpose of the visit 
was to find out what the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
was doing about the allegations that the killing of 

nDr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was a conspiracy. He was 
^—^Xspecifically interested in what had been done to identify 

I the person who changed Dr. King's room reservation from 
h the first floor to the second floor at the Lorraine Motel, 

co ■ Memphis, Tennessee. Our investigative results of the 
o ( assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., previously '
w ’-finished to the Civil Rights Division, reflect that ‘
co naming stayed in Room 306 (second floor) of the Lorraine 
2-1; Motel and there is no indication of any change in the room

I reservation.

Telephone Rm. —

-Director Sec’y —_ MAIL ROOM
8 4 JAN 3 0 1973

Mr. Bennett and Mr. Byrd were advised that the 
Attorney General of the United States is currently havinc 
the FBI investigation of Dr. King's death reviewed and " 
-•-r. Bennett stated he would make arrangements to see the 
Attorney General at some time in the future.

1 1
Assoc. Dir. ----------  

Dep. AD Adm.

Dep. AD Inv. —~

Asst. Dir.:

Admin._________

Comp. Sy st. ____

Inspection-----

m.eii,—^NH:bap (14)
Laborotory --------- \

Plan. & Eval. — '

Spec. Inv. ---------4 4 “ 3 8 8 6 1
Training --------------
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, Wnk)^7 SA PLAlN

1 l : u op h LPP

(44 -obbb 1)DOCTOR

ATLANTA (44-2$oo)

EL PASO (44-3210) MEMPHIS

PR Oi4 SAN ANTONIO (44- 1242) (RUC)

MURKIN

13,107b, AUTHORISING KEINTEKVIEW

CLAUul POWbEL JR

LEE (SAN ANTONIO) WHO WAS UNASSISTED IN COLLATERAL INTERVIEW

W

H

ANSWER INDICATE. POSSIBLE KNOWLEDGE

mentioned in above. questions

truthtelling in stating someone, did, in pact, upper him and his

ASXoD YOU AND LEON TO
® REC-7
REACTIONS following■The

less than Responses iu control question, indicating powell is

KILL MARTIN LuTHER KING, JR.?" AND

APPURDED POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION Ai' MIDLAND, TEXAS, SY SA LOREN K

DID SOMEONE ASK YOU To KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?" WERE

ON JANUARY 10, 107b, Al b:15 P.M

REGARDING UNIDEnTIPiED PERSOw 
5 JAN 26 1976

response to question, "du you know

YOU AND LEON $30,000 TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?" AND

NULL JANUARY 20, 1070

POWELL’S "YEo" RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS, "DID SOMEONE UPPER

dROTHER $50,000 To KILL MARTIN LUIHeR KING, JR

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IHVtShUAllOh 
£ COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

RlBUTEL Io ATLANTA, JANUARY

Ident.________ / 
Inspection - -
Intell. ____  
Laboratory ____  
Plan. & Eval. _ 
Spec. Inv._____  
Training _ _____

Legal Conn. _____ 
Telephone Km. __ 
Director See’y _

Assoc. Dir. ____  
Pep.-AD.-Adm. 
Dep.-A.D.-ln».

Asst Dir.l 
Admin. .____  
Comp. Syst. __ 
Ekt. Affairs _;_

OP CLAUDE POWELL, JR., WITH U$L UP POLYGRAPH

8 4 JAN 3 0 1976

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ITEL 1-27-76 LMM2:45 P

DIRECTOR (44-38861) V’

ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)FROM

MURK IN

RECONTACT WITH LEON POWELL’S RELATIVES DETERMINED THAT POWELL

HAS NOW MOVED TO THE CROOK’S CORNER ROOMING HOUSE LOCATED IN- THE'

VICINITY

POWELL’ S RELATIVES FURTHER ADVISED THAT POWELL DOES NOT HAVE A

PHONE AT THAT ADDRESS AND ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE HIM HAVE BEEN NEGATIVE

ATLANTA WILL LOCATE POWELL AND MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO HAVE

HIM APPEAR AND TAKE A POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION DURING THE WEEK OF

1976

THIS MATTER

UNTIL POWELL IS POLYGRAPHED

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS

END REC-51
' HOLD

» FEB 4 1376

FEB 6 1976

RE ATLANTA NITEL TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 20, 1976

federal^ of M^S
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

UACB, ATLANTA WILL SUBMIT NO FURTHER TELETYPES IN

Assoc Dir.----- — 
Dep.-AD.-Adm---- 
Dep -A.D.-Inv-----

Asst Dir.:
Admin. .--------—
Comp Syst------ 
Ext. Affairs ----  
Files & L jra^X 
Gen. Inv. K>-/ 
Ident. ----- VH- 
Inspection --------  
Intell. .--------  
Laboratory------  
Plan. & Eval. _ 
Spec. Inv.-------  
Training--------

Legal Conn.------  
Telephone Km. — 
Director See’y —

NR005 AT P’JnN

OF ALSTON STREET AND CANDLER ROAD IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA

POWELL BROTHERS, LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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1

The Attorney General

Director, FBI

you to an inquiry which
assassination of Martin

1

1
1 - 100-106670 (Martin..

1

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO

1
1
1
1

of 15 demon­
As sas s inat ion

DEMONSTRATION BY RESEARCH ACTION 
GROUP ON ASSASSINATION

JTA:adn
(14)

This letter is to alert 
may be made of you concerning the 
Luther King, Jr.

At 11:30 A.M., January 15, 1976, a group 
strators representing the Research Action Group on

- External Affairs Division 
(Attention: Tom Coll)

- Mr. R. J. Gallagher
(Attention: J. S. Peelman)

Ranftle indicated he would communicate with the 
Attorney General concerning this matter.

- J. Stanley Pottinger 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division

- Richard L. Thornburgh 
Assistant Attorney General

J AdiimSn^ZfDivision

1 - 44-38861

Ranftle was advised by our representative that the 
Attorney General of the United States is currently reviewing 
the FBI investigation of Dr. King’s death. He was also advised 
that the New York Office did not have the complete investi­
gative file concerning this matter.

Files of FBI Headquarters and our New York Office 
contain no pertinent information concerning the Research 
Action Group on Assassination and Ranftle.

- Mr.
- Mr.
- Mr.
- Mr.

January 22, 1976
W. R. Wannall
J. G. Deegan
S. F. Phillips
J. T. Aldhizer

- Deputy Attorney General
Attention: Michael E. Shaheen, Jr. 

Special Counsel for 
Intelligence Coordination

appeared at the New York Office of the FBI. Robert Ranftle, 
spokesman for this group, was met by one of the Special Agents 
in charge of our New York Office. Ranftle stated the purpose 
of the demonstration was to bring to the public’s attention 
the possibility that a conspiracy existed in the killing of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and that this should be pursued. 
The demonstration lasted one hour and was peaceful.
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Letter to the Attorney General
Re: Demonstration by Research Action 

Group on Assassination

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

NOTE:

Above information was provided in New York airtel 
1/16/76 captioned ’’Demonstration by Research Action Group on 
Assassination at NYO, 1/15/76,” New York SAC meeting group was 
Philip A. McNiff.




