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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN ' < -

, Ralph never said the money being 
Powell states neither he nor his
in the murder of King.

offered was to kill King, 
brother were involved

‘ Claude Powell, Jr., was interviewed and although he 
also claims a payment offer was' made to kill King, his account 
differs somewhat from that q^ Leon Owen Powell. Claude Powell, Jr. 
states that three or four weeks prior to the murder of King, he 

; and his brother, Leon, waygieated in a booth in Pete’s Bar 
in Atlanta. Ray Godfrey, f friend of Leon'sXjqined them in their 
booth and engaged in conversation with Leon. Claude paid no 
particular attention to what they were talking about. Godfrey 
then left the booth and approximately ten to fifteen minutes 
later, an unknown subject (unsub), a white male, joined them 
in their booth and placed ah expensive-looking briefcase bn the 
table. The unsub told the# he wanted them to Icill King and 
would pay §25,000 now and §25,000 when the job ^?hs^ done . 
The unsub then opened his briefcase, which was full of wrapped 
currency. Claude stated h'e was shocked, assumed it was some 
sort of a joke and he ignored the unsub. The unsub then 
closed his briefcase and parted. , <

1
 Ray Godfrey has been fully identified as Arnold Ray
Godfrey and has advised that he did not talk with either of 
the Powells re the assassination of King nor did he introduce \
anyone to them re the assassination of King. He denied all *A
knowledge of any assassination plot re King. >’v

I
 The CRD requested that Bureau polygraph *
examinations be afforded |o Godfrey and to the Powells 
to attempt to resolve thi^ allegation. <

When Arnold Ray Godfrey was interviewed on 1/13/76, 
and denied any involvement in this matter, he agreed to submit 

Ito a polygraph. When he was contacted on 1/16/76, however, ..  
Godfrey stated ”1 am innocent" and then advised he did not wish 
to take any polygraph examination and did not wish to talk 
to the FBI any further. He stated if the FBI needs 
any further information, they should contact his attorney.

On 1/19/76, Claude Powell, Jr., was afforded a Bureau 
polygraph examination at Midland, Texas. The polygraph : ;
examiner concluded that Claude Powell's response to. certain 
questions indicated he ^s"truthtelling" in stating someone did, 

.in fast, offer him and his brother $5b,000 to kill Dr. King.
Claude Powell's response to another question Land his reactions 
following the answer indicate he has possible knowledge regarding 
the unidentified person who made the payment offer. ,. .

1;

2 CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to M^'. Gallagher 
RE: MURKIN

The results of our investigation. have been closely 
. coordinated with the CRD. Mr. Rober<jA, Murphy, Chief, 
Criminal Section, CRD, stated he des seed to know the 
results of the polygraph examination <jf< Leon Owen Powell, who 
was not immediately available, before making a determination 
as to whether Godfrey's attorney should ^ contacted

. concerning his polygraph examination; and before making1 a / 
determination as to what additional'-investigation should be 
conducted to resolve this allegation.

DETAILS^ Leon Owen Powell was not available for a Bureau 
polygraph examination until the p.m. of 1/29/76.

During pre-polygraph interview, Leon Owen Powell stated 
Godfrey never mentioned the amount of money to be paid other

, than "big money." (initially stated Godfrey offered $50,000.) 
: He advised while at the bar, someone stated King should be 
killed, and Claude made abatement to the effect he would kill 
hiia for the right amount of money.- When questioned during the 
polygraph about Ralph (LNU).saying he had $25,000 in the 
briefcase, Powell stated Ralph had only said "25," and there 
would be "50" (not $50,000 as initially stated) when King 
-was'buried.

I
 During the polygraph Powell appeared to have
difficulty in breathing, and stated he was very nervous 
concerning the whole matter. The polygraph examination Was 
determined to be "inconclusive." . '

. On 2/2/76, this matter was thoroughly discussed with
Departmental Attorney Murphy. He stated Godfrey's attorney 
should not be contacted at this time, and the following 
additional investigation should be cohducted to resolve this ' 
allegation: Reinterview the Powells to: resolve differences 
in their accounts of the alleged meeting; have each of the 
Powells prepare a diagram of the bar and booth where alleged 
meeting took place; verify that Powells and Godfrey were ir\ 
Atlanta at time of alleged meeting; interview co-workers of . - 
Claude to see if he has talked about this alleged meeting; 
identify and interview former employees and customers of

3 CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to 
RE: MURKIN

Mr.'Gallagher

Pete’s Bar re any knowledge of alleged meeting or of 
Ralph *(LNU); conduct investigation into the background of 
Godfrey; interview Claude's wife; reinterview Dorothy Davist

... wife of deceased bar owner Pete Davis, to see if he. had ever 
talked of any such payment offer; show jirtist’s conception of 
Ralph (LNU) (as prepared by Leon) to^ude and" all pertinent 
witnesses; -show on an Atlanta city map- location of.

, Pete’s Bar in comparison to where. James Earl Ray stayed in 
Atlanta; and conduct other obvious and logical investigation.

' Mr. Murphy advised he was advising the USA, Atlanta, 
and the USA, Memphis, of the institution of this investigation 
re the Powell allegation. . ।

' Mr. Murphy stated the FBI should not comment to any
inquiries from the news media concerning this investigation, 
and any such inquiries should be referred to the' CRD.

f ’ . Atlanta and El Paso are being instructed by separate
oommunication to promptly conduct this investigation.investigation.

ACTION: For-information. You will be 
, developments. , -

advised of any pertinent
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0-70 (Rev. 3-28-72)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1042 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. i?

5010-104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

from : Director, FBI

1/3/7€

ROBERT A. MURPHYATTENTION#

DATE

JR
, ' . M _

SUBJECT: jg^gjnuj^ ^ ^

Reference is made to 
(your file____ :_ _____ _____

_ memorandum dated ___ 2/3/75

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent
atdated _

A. □ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

R. J~1 The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
as they are received.

C. □ The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
; advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. Q Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. | | Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. | | This is submitted for your information and you will be advised ,of further 
developments. 4

G. | | This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. □ This covers the receipt of a .complaint and no further 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. Ww4wd»» MWMMMH* tKMlMW 

not recorded

go FEB 17 1976
Enc

SEE NOTE PAGE WO

8 4 FEB 181976
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W'2

113? (Rev. 3-21-73)

1 r Mr. C* 
k - Mr . Adams
1 ^
1 -
1 -

Mr. Mintz 
Mr. Moore 
Mr. Wanna11

1 - Mr. Helgeson
1 - Mr. Deegan 1 - Mr. Maurice 

Intelligence Division ]^ - Mr. Tansey 1

INFORMATIVE NOTE 

. n... 2/2/76______

UPI on 2/1/76 quoted Long Island, New 
York, newspaper ”Newsday”as reporting 
’’several FBI'Agents and at/least one 
Memphis (Tenn.) police officer” infiltrate! 
black militant group, the Invaders, which 
was ”in the vanguard of rioting” 3/28/68 
in Memphis in which one was killed and 
several injured. Martin Luther King’s . 
return to Memphis, where he was assassi­
nated, is attributed to this riot. .It is 
stated ’’the FBI and Memphis police have 
verified that their agents were working 
within the Invaders organization at the 
time of the riots and King’s assassination.

Attached Memphis teletype advises that 
Invaders, aka Black Organizing Project, was
organized in Memphis in 1967, and adopted 
philosophy of nihilism and anarchy. Bureau 
investigation fan from 1/15/68 to 10/70.

During 3/68 riots, Memphis was operating 
5 extremist informants, none in a policy 
level.in any organization, only one was a 
member of Invaders and he was not a leader 
No Bureau Agents ever penetrated Invaders. 
One Memphis Police Department undercover 
officer penetrated Invaders, but not in 
policy position. He has been publicly 
disclosed and is no longer in police depart 
ment. •

Memphis has never publicly reported
Agents or informants worked within Invaders 
(External Affairs, Press Office similarly
has made no

tDP:dsh

such report.^ '

.CONTINUED - OVER
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Memphis sources have reported King s I 
group used Invader members as parade । 

* marshals and guards as reported by UPI. I
Memphis sources reported on organ!- I 

zation plans, structure and activities, 
but never tried to turn Invaders against I 
King group, nor did they advocate or plan! 
riots. Attorney General will be advised 
of the facts of this matter. ■
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Amw. Diy. 
Dop.-A:D.-.

^^^^e. fjRrxg

.ft "Hi 003 ME GODE ..

1:38 PM IMMEDIATE. FEBRUARY 2, 1976 BES

Comp.-Syst __  
Ext Affairs_ 
Files & Com. ___ 
Gen. Jnv,..........  

' Ident -.....Af/ft
Inspection
InteW 1/4^1

I
1

i 
f

- : Laboratory __  
Plan. & EvaL'

' Spec. Inv. , * 
Training — 
Legal Coun. ___

DIRECTOR

MEM PHI S' < 15 $ -1067 ). CO, t

NEWSDAY" ARTIO-E RE INVADERS AND DR ^MARTIN LUTHER KING, ^4.^5^

TO

' ' FROM

DATED FEBRUARY 1, 1976; EM.
' RE BUREAU FA^IMILE TO MEMPHIS, FEBRUARY ,1 <'1976.

S;

- THE INVESTIGATION OF THE. INVADERS WAS INSTITUTED PER 

INSTRUCTION OF BUREAU DATED JANUARY 15 । 1968, TO. KEEP - 

- BURE AU'AD VISED OF THE BLACK.POWER MOVEMENT KNOWN AS J HE'

INVADERS

THE INVADERS, ALSO KNOWN AS BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT

" A BLACK MILITANT ORGANIZATION THAT AD OPTED THE PHILOSOPHY ‘

NIHILISM' AND ANARCHY, WAS ORGANIZED IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

IN ,1967. THE INFLUENCE-OF THE ORGANIZATION WAS WEAKENED

BY

IN

IN

1

s

ARREST OF NUMEROUS MEMBERS AND AVERSE PUBLICITY IN 1969.

AUGUST, 1970, THE ORGANIZATION SPLIT INTO TWO GROUPS AND

OCTOBER, 1970, THE TWO GROUPS DISCONTINUED ALL ASSOCIATION' ,

WITH EACH OTHER AND THE INVADERS BECAME A DEFUNCT 

,^ DURING THE -1968 RIOTS IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE ,

ORGANIZATION

T HE

MEMPHIS OFFICE‘OF THE FBI^WAS OPERATING FIVE* INFIRM ANTS'

" WHO WERE FURNISHING INFORMATION REGARDING EXTREMI

»*MAk IB ft

4

FO MAS 2 21976 A?
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.fAGE.TWO ME 157-1067 ■ 1 ■ ,
'ACTIVITIES AT MEMPHi® NONE OF THESE INFORMANT®ERE ON

A POLICY MAKIN^EVEL WITH ANY ORGANIZATIM Al MEMPHIS. O^Y 

ONE OF. THESE INFORMANTS WAS A MEMBER OF THE BLACK..MILITANT

GROUP KNOWN AS THE INVADERS. IE WAS NOT; IN A POSITION OF 

LEADERSHIP IN THIS ORGANIZATION. NO'SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE FBI 

AT ANY TIME PENETRATED THE INVADERS. ONE UNDERCOVER OFFICER 

OF THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT PENETRATED THE INVADERS AN)

WAS A MEMBER

WAS NOT IN A

OF THIS ORGANIZATION DURING TW 1.968 RIOTS. HE

POSITION OF LEADERSHIP NOR WAS HE IN A POSITION

-TO FORMULATE POLICY FOR THIS ORGANIZATION.

THE MEMPHIS OFFICE

T HAT T HE IR AGE NT S WERE

OF THE FBI "HAS NEVER PUBLI CL Y-REPORTED

WORKING WITHIN THE INVADER QRGANIZA-

TION" NOR HAS THE MEMPHIS OFFICE OF T IE FBI PUBLICLY REPCRTED

THAT THEIR INFORMANTS OR SOURCES WERE WORKING WITHIN THE

invader. organization

SOURCES AVAILABLE TO THE MEMPHIS OFFICE HA^E ADVISED

THAT DURING THE PERIOD OF TIE 1968 RIOTS AT MEMPHIS, SCLC .

DID USE INVADER MEMBERS AS PARADE MARSHALS AND AS SECURITY

guards
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* PAGE THREE ME 15 7-1067 *

SOURCES UTILIZED BY THE MEMPHIS OFFICE OF THE FBI NEVER 

at any TIME MADE ANY EFFORT TO TURN THE INVADER ORGANIZATION . 

AGAINST THE SCLC. ‘

THE MEMPHIS POLICE OFFICER WHOWQRiED UNDERCOVER IN 

THE INVADER ORGANIZATION IS MARRELL MC COLLOUGH. MC COLLOUGH,

WHO HAS BEEN PUBLICLY IDENTIFIED ^S AN Ui©ERCOVER OFFICER ,

IS NO LONGER EMPLOYED BY THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT.

DURING THE PERIOD OF THE 1368 RIOTS IN MEMPHIS

FORMER ME 3524? WAS A MEMBER OF THE INVADER ORGANIZATION AN) 

FURNISHED INFORMATION REGARDING THE ACTIVITIES OF THIS OR­

GANIZATION. .

THE FOLLOWING INFORMANTS Ai© FORMER INFORMANTS REPORTED 

ON ACTIVITIES OF THE INVADER ORGANIZATION DURING 1968 BUT WERE 

-NOT MEMBERS OF THIS ORGANIZATION: FORMER ME 3394?; FORMER 

ME 353-R ; FORMER ME' 2824?; ME 33 8 4?.

THESE SOURCES FURNISHED INFORM AT ION REG ARD ING MEMBERSHIP, 

FINANCES, ACTIVITIES, AND PLANS OFTHi INVADER ORGANIZATION, 

BUT AT NO TIME DID THEY ADVOCATE RIOTS NCR DID THEY TAI€ 

PART IN THE PLANNING OF ANY RIOT AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE.

EM).

(MB FBIHQ ACK TU \

/ - 2/0*-/$ 

/ ■ /JUr#- V 

/ ■* Ua
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ELETYPE
6107 PM

TOt

HOWEVER

LEON’SOFFER .

HOWEVER

HIS BROTHER

GODFREY

GODFREY IS A

Admin

1976

Ide/t
Inspection .
Intuit.

MUR KI N

RE

. A KUtfol GU^AM OF IIWCSTIGaTION
w COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

Amoc. Dir.____  
Dep.-A.D^Adm_
D8P'-AD.-Inv^_

Aset Dir

NR 021 AT PLAIN

URGENT/2-6-76 HLF

DIRECTOR <44-38861)

EL PASO MA-W)

MEMPHIS €44-1907)

KNOXVILLE

ATLANTA (44-2306) CP)

ATLANTA TEL TO THE DIRECTOR, FEBRUARY 5

INFORMATION OF KNOXVILLE LEON POWELL A RESIDENT OF ATLANTA

Laboratory
Plan. & Eval.
Spec. Inv.
Training

Legal Conn. _____
Telephone Rm. __
Director Sec’y___

CD NT ACTED THE ATLANTA OFFICE ON JANUARY 4, 1976 AND ADVISED HE AND

CLAUDE POWELL* JR WERE APPROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL
NAMED ARNOLD RAY GODFREY IN LATE NOVEMBER 1967 WITH AN OFFER TO

ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTH ER KING, JR. FOR A SUM OF MONEY

ALLEGEDLY PUT THEM IN CONTACT WITH A RALPH (LNU) WHO OFFERED THE

POWELL’S $75,000 TO ASSASSINATE KING. THE POWELLS REFUSED THE

LEON AND CLAUDE POWELL HAVE BEEN POLYGRAPHED,

POLYGRAPH WAS INCONCLUSIVE EXAMI HER FOR CLAUDE POWELL

WAS OF OPINION POWELL TELLING TRUTH. ARNOLD RAY GODFREY DENIES

INVOLVEMENT REFUSED POLYGRAPH AND HAS SINCE HIRED

ATTORNEY AN) REFUSED TO ANSWER FURTHER QUESTION

WHITE MALE, BORN JUNE 11 1930 AT COPPER HILL

EID PAGE ONE.

8 4 FEB 19 1976

W> FEB 17 1976
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PAGE THPEE

’■'X 44-69 6

MOVING TO ATLANTA. LOIS GODFREY ADVISED ARNOLD NOT IN 

CONTACT WITH THESE INDIVIDUALS SINCE MOVING TO ATLANTA.

LEAD. ATLANTA. AT MARIETTA AND ELLIE RIDGE, GA. 

LOCATE AND INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF ARNOLD RAY GODFREY 

CONCERNING ASSOCIATE BY THE NAME OF RALPH (LNLO. ALSO 

ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF BROTHER, LEE CARROLL 

GODFREY, WHITE MALE, AGE 42, AND SET FORTH LEADS TO 

LOCATE AND INTERVIEW HIM CONCERNING INSTANT MATTER. 

END

SJP FBIHO CLP AND TKS
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0-7 0 (Rev. 3428-72)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010*106
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. KEG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

FROM ; Director, FBI

subject: AMUBDUinOWOF

BATE: February 8,

Reference is made to___^ 
(your file_____________ ,___ ___ ).

memorandum dated FilBWy l» Wit

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent 
dated .____ _________ ______  at____ :____ :______________ _

A. □ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [j5 The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received.

C. | | The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
. advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. | | Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department. «;

E. | | Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F . | | This is submitted for your :information and you wilt be advised of further 
developments.

G. □ This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. □ This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

iSl«i AMU tn HUM «t telatypM from MM M WW. *1 Mw 
MM >/»/«, Atlaata Mad WW, tad KawrilU MM WN.
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.'fl k * 1 ij«| 

\ J '4^ '.?tI«D STATES DEPARTMENT OWSTICE

' 1 . "FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' fa

,W *' Cincinnati, Ohio 
February 4, 1976 if

iiSW>

1  ̂

(1 \V

JAMES EARL RAY

’ W t '• If

‘ ■ V-7 -'/.-^^ ^'S

f /.On February 4, 1976 a ’Betty Tibbles^ Deputy Clerk
United States Court of Appeals,'Sixth .Circuit, Cincinnati, 
.Ohio, advised an employee of the Federal’ Bureau of Investigation

' (FBI) that the. following additional entries were4 recorded on 
Docket Number 75-1795: 

f 1976
#

*

x

r ifrW "i

’.January 19/ 1976

January 30. 1976

Motion of Appellee to strike 
. exhibits from Appellant's 
Appendix ' ' * F ' •',

u
S

February 2, 1976

Opposition to Appellee's'., 
motion to strike exhibits

Motion of Appellant to correct 
errors andadmissions in 
transcript ‘

Response to Appellant's motion

W

to correct errors and omissions

if

1
f

tH

fet Iff

<‘X

Ulis document contains° uuLunent contains neither 
”Or o-^slons

it *S 168O6d to your agency?
' JL^JtS °°at®nts are not to be 

distributed outside your agency. '

of

a *4
& F K

- 1* -

w
I1 ) * m T

^3?8%/M(>
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sew

ED-263 (Rev^-15-75)

^federal Bureau of invemigationi -
Z1

‘OPFlCE OF ORIGIN ”

#<OF CASE.. ■ :^

APPROVED

COPIES MADE:

* h ^

i#uir
DATS '

2/1/76
INVESTIGATIVE period

REPORT MAOS by

SA .THOMAS J. WILSON
CHARACTER OF CASE

, CIVIL RIGHTS

^

Atlanta teletype to the Bureau, 1/5/76, and 
Bureau teletype to Atlanta# 1/6/76.

ARNOLD RAYGODEREY, 1105 Lakeshore Drive, Jonesboro*, 
telephone 477-5036> was telephonically contacted? on ' 
.nd requested tb submit to a polygraph examination at 

I^JM® Ie stated "IM Innocent, I don’t want to talk to thia 
plHyirther". . .

‘ GODFREY stated if the FBI is interested in pursuing 
liter any farther, he will not talk unless the FBI contacts
tmey JACK V. DORSEY, 934^8921, or633-9iQ7.
CQmplishments claimed

FINES

f2> r||reau ,O^
T- 11 Faso 4^) 

2 - IWbis 144-1987) 
i -At Wa (44-2386)

* I * ^

SAVINGS

S3 NONE
RECOVERIES

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE

Dissemination Record of Attached Report
r

84 MARI 1976’

Agency . f^ea^: r ' *f-
Request Reed. - . k

..- ' :V ' : .

Date Fwd. iliihC
1 । • 1 ? • f ।

How Fwd. mor^i
By ’ M^

ACQUIT­
TALS

CASE HAS BEEN: (

P EN DIN G OVER ONE YEAR Q ¥t^ 
PENDING PROSECUTION

. OVER SIX MON THS PH'YES

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

a FEB 1976

Notation*

COVER PAGE
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AT 44-2386

p 
k * 
H’

w,'

' / On 1/T9/76, LEON OWEN-POWELL, 2786 Alston Drive,
Apartment 9, Decatur,uGeagia,, telephonically contacted the 
Atlanta Office of the FBI? advising he was sick and desired 
to postpone his polygrail examination until the week of 
1/26 - 30/76.’ ‘ ‘ .

' On 1/29/76, LEON OWEN POWELL voluntarily appeared 
at the Atlanta Office of the^FBI to submit to a polygraph 
examination. POWELL,was advised of his rights by SA JOHN B. 
REYNOLDS as shown on a warning and waiver of rights form, which 
he signed after reading. POWELL also executed a consent or 

, waiver E take a polygraph examination-form.
di"

W

> .On 1/19/76, at 7:45 PM, LEO®OWEN POWELL, after
executing FD-328 (Polygraph Consent Form), was afforded a 
polygraph examination in the Atlanta Office of the FBI.

' Assisting in the collateral interview was- SA AUGUST W. BULFER; 
^^WELL, during pre-polygraph int?ryiew^substantially furnished 
’the same information as. in .previous interviews with the excep­
tion to information concerning money offered by GODFREY. ; 
PW^LL, according to.his recollection, stated GODFREY never

■ mentioned the amount of money to be paid., but indicated- he

K

,4

stated he was looking for someone- who wars’ interested in makij^ 
'-’big money". Also, GODFREY indicated "big money" would be' 
paid for killing MARTI# LUTHER KI#, JR. POWELL previously - 
stated GODFREY made the statement $5O,O0^Jas to be paid. ,,

’Hp^ever,, when going over the polygraph questions to be asked '
him,, her equested that-the amount be del ^M from the question 
Wil tie words "big money? be .substituted Tor $50,000. According 
‘to POWELL, the conversation with GODFREY ’came about while they , 
were sitting in Pete’V|ar during the fall of 1^7’, and the ‘ 
conversation was concg^ing MARTIE-LUTHER KING’S activities-at 
which time someone staked KING. should be. killed aMWU-s 

■ .brother,, CLAUDE POWELL, ^ade a statement? to the effect that he -
Would kill him for the right amount of money. ^IffiEfa^jsed. ’̂ 
couple?of days after the initial conversation with GODFREY while < 

1 they ^ere in Pete’s Bar, White male entered the bar inquiring
about-^ POWELLS. .After locating them/he ^tated he came, to 

’ 'Elk to/them concerning a matter that had Ppreyloudly been / 
: /discussed, after they acknowledged in.Jps affirmative that they

knew.why hews there. The white iBfle^^KtWLL identified 
^as RALPH, then asked if they were ready'to go through with it.

'A

.<«

I ‘ 1

4

B- B - 
COVER PAGE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



POWELL, stated thisr' white maWneyer as^Wthe Killing of ' 
KING ofa discussed.how the kiTiing,;wouldctake place,, but only 
displayed a(Jsmal 1' briefcase.whic^ton^oed'a.large amount'of' 
money. One question of the-polygraph examination was ’’Did 
RALPH say'he had $25,000 in the b^iefpASe?". However, POWELL 
stated.RALPH never indicated the exact amount, only stating he 
had ‘'twenty-five". , POWELL,' when 'questioned as to whether he 
meant $2,500 or $25,000, stated, RALPH h^er'did state ,the ' ‘ 
amount but he realized that that much money in that size brief­
case would haVe to be.at least $25,000; vRALPH also made the 
statement that there would be ‘'fifty more” when MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., was buried. However, when he Questioned them as [to 
whether or not they would go through with-it,' CLAUDE POWELL ' 
stated they would^ve to think about it, at which time RALPH 
departed the bar stating if-they had not made up their minds , 
Mt that "time, he COuld not do business with them.

POWELL was afforded four separate examinations
the first being a’cardtest where POWELL viewedthree different 
cards Of different colors but was advised to deliberately Tie 
to "the color of.two of these cards/ It Was noted the results 
of this examination indicated no significant reaction to these / 
questions and this test was inconclusive.? ‘

Examinations two, three, and fouri all containing$ ( i»/tvirr । iim v i wn^f vffv j will, w y v r|M^ i vwj 5 » 1 w ■ ■ lining

Relevant, irrelevant and control questions, the relevant questions 
concerning statements made by GODFREY and contact by RALPH, were ■ 
also incoUclusive-, in that POWELL did not react significantly 
to any one/of these questions. POWELL did react to two questions 
concerning GODFRRf, particularly the questions, "Did GODFREY v 
ever ask you if you were interested in making big money?", and y 
"Did GODFREY telHyou the big money was., to kill MARTIN LUTHER .> 
KING, J.R.?". The reaction indicated, on the chart was not sighi^? 
fleetly strong enough to draw a conclusion as to deception andjit 
is possible this reaction could be attributable to POWELL'S , > 
changing, his story'from the"Original interview of GQDEREY making , 
the statement con^^ing 4$$,$$. to now stating "big money", * ' ( 1

During the polygraph examination, ROWELL pppeared ^?'
to have difficulty'breathing .and the upper pneumographhadto be^ 
continually adjusted'by the examiner. POWELL.did nptAppear 
overly nervous, did'not displayany outward si^of emotion, but' ' 
did state all during the polygraph that he was very nervous con­
cerning this whole matter and that he had a hard time’Breathing
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properly, particularly as the polygraph examination progressed. 
When questioned concerning responses indicated on the’ chart, 
POWELL would only state that he was telThg the truth, and that 
he told all he knew and could recall concerning this incident. 
POWELL.indicated he had & high school equivalency degree, , 
however, he appeared to be of limited intelligence and appeared 
to be much older than forty years of age. During questioning, 
he admitted to doing a lot of beer drinking^ however, denied ‘ 
drinking anything during the day of the examination.

A review of these charts reflects that POWELL 
responded generally intthesame manner to all questions asked 
with no significant response to any individual question whereby 
a conclusion could be drawn as to his being truthful or 
untruthful. Therefore, these polygraph examinations were 

’determined to be inconclusive.

• On 1/19/76V at 8:15 PM, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., was 
afforded a polygraph examination by SA LOREN K. LEE, of the 
San Antonio Division of the FBI, who was unassisted in the 
collateral interview. -

POWELL's "yes" respnses to questions, "Did some­
one offer you and LEON $50, W to kill MARTIN LUTHER KINQ, JR?", 7 
and "Did someone ask yo^fo^lT MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?\ were 
less than responses to control question, indicating POWELL is 
truthtelltng in stating someone did, in fact, offer him and his 
brother.$50,000 to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL's "no" 
response to question, "Dq Wu know who asked you and LEON to ' 

. kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?" and his reactions following the ’ 
answer indicate a possibl^'knowjedge regarding the unidentified 

. person mentioned in the a^ve questions.

POWELL was left with the impression#iat results of 7 
the polygraph examination were anclear^Bd tfiat the strong 
possibility existeg wherei n the FBI would request an additional ‘ 
te^in tMiimediKe future. Results of. the test were notddis-. 
cursed- tn fny way Mt th

'fi
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POWELL nor was interrogation effected.
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