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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher o,,»I
RE: MURKIN : ‘ T

. Ralph never ‘said the money belng offered was to kill Klng.
“Powell states neifher he nor his brother were 1nvolved
in the murder of Klng. " ‘ :
£ Claude Powell Jr., was 1nterv1ewed and although he"
also claims a payment offer wag made to kill King, his account .
differs somewhat from that q¢ Leon Owen Powell. Claude Powell, Jx.,
states that three or four wegks prlor to the murder of Klng, he &
\‘and his brother, Leon, wagg geated in a booth in Pete's Bar ‘;"“‘~
in Atlanta. ' Ray" Godfrey, m;frlend of Leon's, joined them in thelr
. booth and engaged in conversgation with Leon.. Claude paid no '
. particular attention to what they were talking about. Godfrey
. then left ithe booth and approximately ten to fifteen minutes -
:later, an unknown subject (gngub), a white male, joined them ;
~ in their booth and placed an expensive-looking briefcase on the
Jtable. The unsub told them he wanted them to kill King and
would pay $25,000 now and §25, 000 when the .job ‘was done. ‘
“]The unsub then opened his Prlefcase which was full of wrapped
;currency.‘ Claude stated he was shocked, assumed it was some
§sort of a joke and he 1gngred the unsub. The unsub then .uﬁﬁ
,closed his brlefcase and @eparted ‘

: Ray Godfrey has been fully 1dent1f1ed as Arnold Ray *.
Godfrey and has advised that he did not talk with either of ST
the Powells re the assasgination of King nor did he introduce
anyone to them re the asgassination of King. . He denied all

.,knowledge of any assass1natlon plot re King. : P

_ The CRD requested that Bureau polygraph o
examlnatlons ‘be afforded to Godfrey and to the Powe115‘
Jto. attempt to resolve thlg allegatlon._x "

‘ When Arnold Ray Godfrey was ‘interviewed on l/l3/76
-+ - and denied any involvement in this matyer, he agreed to submit-
\to a polygraph.. When he was contacted on 1/16/76, however, - -
. |Godfrey stated "I am innocent” and then advised he did not wrsh
‘Jto take any polygraph examination and did not wish to talk .
to the FBI any further. He stated if the FBI needs .
any further 1nformatlon,\they should contact hlS attorney.

On l/19/76 Claude Powell Jr., was afforded a Bureau
polygraph examination’ at Midland,. Texas. - The polygraph
xaminer concluded that Claude Powell's response to. certain
uestions indicated he is "truthtelling" in stating someone did,
Jin fact, offer him and his brother $50,000 to kill Dr. Klng.
Claude Powell's response to another questlon .and his reactions .
.+ following the answer indicate he has possible knowledge regardlng -
. the unldentlfled person Who made the payment offe " A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Memorandum to Mg. Gallagher
‘ RE: .‘_'MURK’?IN.', g ‘ ;

' The results of our investi aglon have been closely
. coordlnated with the CRD. Mr. Rober A, Murphy, Chief,
Criminal Sec¢tion, CRD, stated he des®Fed to know the b
‘(results of the polygraph examination qffLeon Owen Powell, who . :
‘lwas not.: 1mmed1ately~ava11able ‘before making a determlnatlon
as to whether Godfrey's attorney should be contacted =~ * .
.-{concerning his polygraph ‘examination, and before making a -
Jdetermination as to what additional- 1nvest1gatlon should be
pconducted to resolve thfs allegatlon.m Ay - v

‘“DETAILS: Leon Owen PoweIf was. not avallable fer a Bureau

L . polygraph examination until' the p.m. of 1/29/76.
'fDurlng pre—polygraph ‘interview, Leon Owen Powell stated

. Godfrey never mentioned the amount of money to be paid other

. than "big momey." ' (initially stated Godfrey offered $50,000.)

' He advised while at the bar, someone stated King should be

 killed, and Claude made statement to the effect he would kill

.-him for the rlght ‘amount: of: m@ney.ﬂ When questloned during the

polygraph about Ralph  (LNU). saying he had $25,000 in the

. . briefcase, Powell stated Ralph ‘’had only said "25," and there

would be: "50" (not $50 000 as 1n1t1ally stated) when King
was burled. ‘;Jf CRURRCT I I - :

3

Durlng the polygrapthowell appeared te have"
,dlfflculty Ain breathlng, and stated.he was very nervous

: fconcerning the whole'matter. - The ! polygraph‘examlnatlon was"
.determlned to be "1nconc1u31ve.""

On. 2/2/76, thlS matter was thorou hly dlscussed w1th
Departmental Attorney Murphy. . He stated Godfrey s attorney .
should not be contacted at thls time, and the follow1ng .
ladditional 1nvest1gat10n should be conducted to resolve this -
-allegatlon~- Reinterview the Powells to resolve differences
§in their accounts of the alleged meeting; have each of the
'Powells prepare a,dlagram of the bar and booth where alleged
meeting took place;. verify. that Powells and Godfrey were In
Atlanta at time of alleged meeting; interview co-workers of
Claude to see if he has talked about this alleged meeting;
1dent1fy and 1nterv1ew former employees and customers of

A

~ CONTINUED - OVER '
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Mr. Murphy‘advised he was adV151ng th&‘U&H, Atlanta,‘
SA i ‘wof the 1nst1tut10n of th;s 1nvestlgatlon

,Murphy stated‘the FBI should not comment to any
rom the news media ‘concerning this 1nvest1gatlon,g
h';nquirles should be referred,to the CRD.' ~
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GSA GEN. REG, NO 37 .

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

M emdmndum

o Asmstant Attorney General S L l- DATE: . 2/3/76
 Civil Rights Division | e e ‘
: Director, FBI : NETRRTIONT . m A Lo

.*. SUBJECT: 4
2 s

N

W e e et i

Reference is made to —W— memorandum dated —f7Te

~(your file

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Speclal Agent 5
dated __ ‘ ‘ at

A [:] Thls coyers the prelrmmary mvestrgatron and no further actron concerning
a full mvestrgatmn wrll be taken by this Bureau unless the Department 80 dn'ects

. B The mvestlgatron is contmumg and you wrll be furmshpd copies of
: reports as ey are recerved O

: C [:] The investigation requested by you has now been completed Unless .
! advxsed to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau. ‘

‘ D [:] Pursuant to mstructrons 1ssued by the Department, no investigation w111
“be conducted in this matter unless spe01f1cally directed by the Department.

E O Please advise whether you desire any further investigation. = .~ . %

F [:] This i is. submrtted for your information and you w1ll be advrsed of further
developments : ;

G ] This is submitted for your mformatlon and no further 1nvest1gat10n w111
be conducted unless specrflcally requested by the Department

.’
—

H [_‘_“] Thls covers the recelpt of a complamt and no further acti 1ll e

AT

. taken by thls Bureau unless the Department 80 du'ects e OT F?F:‘L.Ol‘r 3y D
¢ A L T | 20 FEB 17 1876

Enc.

2 (/ g/‘ | :
o™ Gy

 84FEBIBN
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: Z'Cé"bhan e
> Adams . ‘. N
Mr. Mintz
Mr: Moore. -
Mri Wannall .
Mzx, Helgeson 3
- Mr." ‘Deegan 1 -#ﬁr Maurlce‘
Imelhgence Dmslon 1 - Mr. Tansey‘

mroaurrws NOTE gl

: ' REREPERE Date S
" UPL on 2/1/76 quoted'Long,Islana;‘New\Lﬁ
York, newspaper 'Newsday" as. reportlng y”f.
"several FBI‘Agents and at~sleast one- o
Memphis (Tenn. % police offlcer"‘lnflltrate ’
black militant group, the Invaders, whlch
was "in the vanguard of rioting" 3/28/68
in Memphis in whlch one was killed and
several injured. " Martin Luther Klng s ‘
‘return to Memphls, where he was’ assass1-,,
nated," is ‘attributed to this riot. It is.
stated "the FBI and Memphis pollce have

_verlfled that their agents were worklng

3 iin the Invaders organlzatlon at the
me.of the riots and King's assassination
: ‘ttached Memphis teletype advises that
Invaders, aka Black Organizing Project, wag
ﬂorgan17ed in. Memﬁhls in 1967, and adopted

ilosophy of nihilism and anarchy Burear
igation rfan from 1/15/68 to 10/70 '
1 .. “Puring - 3/68 riots, Memphls was  operatin
A_Jextremlst 1nformants, none in a policy.
level .in any organization, only one was a
|member, of Invaders and he was-not a leader
|No Bureau ‘Agents ever penetrated Invaders.
|0ne Memphis Police Department undercover
{officer penetrated Invaders, but not in
policy position. He has been publicly
JdlSCIOSed and is no longer in. poli‘e depart
(ment i il
1 Memphls has never pub
‘{Agents or informants worked w1th1n Invader.
(E ternal Affairs, Press ffice’ 51m11arly
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A :MEmphls sources have reported Klng s
group used Invader members as parade . .
~marshals and guards 'as reported by’ UPI.v

Mbmphls sources reported on organi-
: 15, structure and activities,:
but‘never tried to turn Invaders. agalnst

- King' group, nox did th]? advocate or 'plan!
"rlots,wAttorney General will be advi sed

it SO OOV VA S -

of the‘facts £ thls matter.\vg
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_;IN AUGUbT, 1975, THE ORGANIZ A
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,_mf‘f :; msmms. omy »

‘.LEADERSHIP 0 nus ORGANIZAT ION.. NO sér:cm. .OGENTS m«* mz FBI'.
AT ANY TINE PENEIRATED THE INVADERS. O uum-:acovvn OFFIGR
}’oF 'IHE MEMPHIS POLICE. DEPARTMENI‘ PENEIRAIED THE mwmrsns aD -
I " ﬁis ORGANIZAIww nmma NE 196881013, ’HE  :,_;,:  
uns NOT IN A Posn"m oOF LEADERSHIP NOR. WA HE m A POSITiON '
0 FORHULATE PCLICY FOR rn:s ORGANIZATIGN.,--_’ PSS
‘_“"l"'IHE MEMPHIS OFFICE OF THE FBITHAS NEVER PUBLICLY REPORTED‘_%L |
“THAT THEIR AGEN‘IS VERE woaxma wn Hm TH mwmsa ReANIZA-
;fnom" NOR HAS m»: MEMPHIS omcn OF THE FBL Pum.m.y REPCRTEDL«'.‘:”!! |
‘.‘THAT m:m mroamms OR soumzs WF_RE wmmue WITHIN THE
1 INVADER ORGANIZATION. o SR g
souac&s A‘JAILABLE 0 ms MEMPHIS QFFIC):. mwa ADVISED

,{THAI puxme TIE PERIDD -OF m: 1'963 Rwrs aT MEHPHIS kscs_c

‘fbm usr:: INVAD::.R mmsms AS PI\RADE MARSHALS A AS SLCHRITY
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PAGE rmzﬁ HE 157 ms'f PR e e L
- sounczs unuzs:n BY rm MEMPHIS or*ncz or mz FBL NEVER o
“:;AT‘ ANY TINE MADE ANY EFFOR'I 10, IUR'"‘"NE INVADER ORGANIZAIION ,' o
,.::VN"-»AGAINST THE' smc. e el o |
i THE WEMPHIS Pox.mz os‘rlcsn‘fwﬂo woa €D uunzncovaa o -
-I)E INVADER ORGANIZATION IS m}, _.LL MC COLLOUGH. Mc couwea,;[‘f |
ffjwuo HAS BEEN PUBLICLY IDENTIFIED »AS AN umsacovan OFFI(ER )
""“""7‘[13 No LONGER r.mm_om) BY I‘HEMMEMPHIS POLICE DEPARIMENI.
__‘ numne mz PERIOD OF 1'}%5" 1968 RIOTS w MEMPHIS, e
__-,'FORMER ME 352-R Vas & MEMBER OF. HE INVADER ORGANIZATION Am o
fﬁmmsm‘:o wfoamnou REGARDING ms- ACTIVITIES oF rms OR-
"GANIZATION. SRR g
o FbLLowms ‘;‘FORJ’ANIS,_%:‘BD'; FRVER. mmm»mms REPCRTED
:~'f-?f,fjeu ACTIVII‘ IES oF r‘mz» _smuzmgou Dumms 1968 BUT wEm.
';._;.NOT M‘EMBERS OF THIS ORGANIZAT ION: mmza ME sss-a, FfRMER o
; **mr.-: 353R; FORMER ME 282-R WE SSS-R. el S R
EEy "r‘Husr:: somcss Fuamsm«:o mmamarlou REGARDING MEMBEBSHIP,
;f?FmANCEs, ACTIVITIES, AND PLANS opmz INVADER oaemzanou,
_’f:;f’;sur 4T _NO nm: DID THEY ADVOCATE mors IR DJ.D IHEY nmz
:‘ji{‘i:_-‘-",ﬁmazr w m: PLANNING OF ANY RIOT AT MEMPHIS TENNESSEE._[]

/ /a.l{a/ 4»»

cms FBIHQ ACK TU ;

, - w‘l '«L_n.t.;M(
v /‘ /-.-t/f:‘.;ww)

[y
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Dir, _

’ o Dep.-A.D.-Adm.__.
. FLUERAL EUREAU OF my‘s'ng‘"u“ . DGP-A.D.-Inv_
COMMUNICATIONS szcnon | Asst. Dir.:

Cnmp Do

E ; 5 :

MRP21 AT PLAIN W
) eyt .

6387 PM URGENL/B+6-76 HLF Dspection

£CTOR (44-38861 Y 1  Plan & Bval

Spee. Inv.

EL PASO (44-9529) | Lo 8 ——

. - PR - T ] .
MEMPRIS (44-1987) ‘Dbmmf;;z};:

KNOXVILLE }
ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) R

" RE ATLANTA TEL TO THE DIRECTOR, FEBRUARY 5, 1915_] FOR THE
INFORMATION OF KNOXVILLE, LEON POWELL, A RESIDENT O6F ATLANTA,

CONTACTED THE ATLANTA OFFICE OF JANUARY 4, 1976 AND ADVISED HE AND
HIS BROTHER, CLAUDE POWELL, JR. WERE APPROACHED BY AN INDIVIDUAL
NAMED ARNOLD RAY GODFREY IN LATE NOVEMBER, 1967 WITH AN OFFER TO
ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. FOR A SUM OF MONEY., GODFREY
ALLEGEDLY PUT THEM TN CONTACT WITH A RALPH (LWU) WHO OFFERED THE
POWELL'S $75,008 TO ASSASSINATE KING. THE POWELLS REFUSED THE
OFFER. LEON AND CLAUDE POYELL HAVE BEEN POLYGRAPHED., LEON'S
POLYGRAPH WAS INCONCLUSIVE, HOWEVER, EXAMIRER FOR CLAUDE POWELL
WAS OF OP1NION POWELL TELLING TRUTH. ARNOLD RAY GODFREY DENIES
INVOLVEMENT, HOWEVER, REFUSED POLYGRAPH AND HAS SINCE HIRED
ATTORNEY AND REFUSED TO ANSWER FURTHER QUESTION. GODFREY IS A
VHITE MALE, BORN JUNE 11, 1930 AT coPPEB‘HILL.<I NESSEE,

EN) PAGE ONE, *10'6“&’" %‘/”'?C/E%(ODUL[

’,.n;\aw" w0 FEB 17 1976 %

— e

84 FEB 191976
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0-70 (Rev. 3-28-92) ~ ‘ '
‘OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010~106

MAY 1962 EDITION

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

M emorandum

- Cur R

FROM,

SUBJECT

reports as they are recelved

: D1rector, FBI

mmor o
mmwmsam.m

Reference is made to’ ._m.y_____ memora‘ndum: dated February 3, 1976
(your f11e : ). o :

P
o

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Specral Agent

dated vat

. Al [T] This covers the prellminary inirestigation and no further action concerning
a full mvestlgatlon will be taken by thls Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [% The investlgatlon is: contmmng and you w111 be furmshed cop1es of

C. ] The mvestrgatro’n' requested by youﬁhus“ n‘ow been completed. Unless .
.advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.-

D. [j Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will - -

- be conducted 1n this matter unless spec1flcally dlrected by the Department

E 2 Please adV1se whether you desn'e any further mvestlgatlon

F. [ This is submltted for your mformatron and you will be adv1sed of further

S developments

G. 1 Thls is submltted for your 1nformatron and no further 1nvest1gatlon w111

be conducted unless speclflcally requested by the Department

, H. D Th1s covers the recelpt of a complamt and no further actlon w1ll be
taken- by this Bureau unless the Department so directs." - o ‘

156% Attached of telotypes from Atlants dated 1 1
wi/«/ﬂ Mh‘:::m 1/8/%, and xr:';ruu mm/r/g.m’ ¥ Pas
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ted in ‘pursaing
the FBI contacts

lacaurr-

L TALS -

PENDING OVER ONE VE AR,
PENDING PROSECUTION |
| OVER 1K MONTHSE

SBECIAL AGENT

INCHARGE i
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GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE
SPvesiaN g
 Fe-8.:8 w116

L RBLT
U5 DEPT.OF JUSTICE -
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42786 AJston Dr1ve,
T . ntacted the»

ghts form, wh1ch
__ted a consent or

‘ Accord1ng
ile the
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.roperly,~ ,icu]arly as ‘the polygraph. exam.n at 'n“progressed: ,
. When questiohed concerning. ‘responses indicated on.the ‘chart,
» POWELL would only state that he was tellhg the ‘tru h, and that, i

“he told all he knew and could’ recall. cgncerh1ng this incident. -
POWELL. indicated. he had h-high. school equivalency degree,

T however, he appeared to. be. of 1imfled inteTligence and appeared'ﬁitVﬂ;:

" to be much older than forty years . of a g-questioning,
* he admitted to’doing a lot of beer drinkin heWeVer, denied ¢
" ‘drinknng anything dUring the dayiof the exs

St A revfew of’these charts refie S’that POWELL
Lfresponded generally 1n‘ ‘same manner. to all questions asked :
with no significant response to &ny individual question whereby y,

’ 'ﬁa'cgncTus1on ‘could be:drawn as to his being truthful or -

ntruthful. Therefore, these polygra ' ations were
,determ1ned to be incenc1us1vemA?“w G

W 'i~” s wOn 1/19/7&@ at 8: 15. PM, CLAUDE POWELL JR., was
o forded a po1ygraph ‘examination by SA LOREN K. LEE, of the
- San-Antonio Division of the FBI, who was unass1sted 1n the
- co]Tatera1 1nterview : L

AT POWELL'S "yes"'reqpnses to duestions, "l1d so
~one’ offer you and LEON $50;: "tojk1}] MARTIN LUTHER KING
~and "Did someone ask yol’% TW

. less “than responses to:¢

‘1truthte1]1ng in. stating éemeone d1d, 1n fac

g’ tﬁ% Qﬁ1dentif1ed

RéSultshof the test were nbtﬁ it
r Was 'terrogatlon effected
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