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FEBRUARY 3, .1976

. JT4-2386

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

On 1/4/76, LEON OWEN POWELL 
advised in late October or early November. . 
brother, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., were approached by a mutual 
friend, RAY GODFREY, regarding" the assassination of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. A week after this initial meeting, an 
individual named RALPH (LNU), contacted he and his brother 
and advised them he would pay $75,000 to assassinate .. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING,:JR. The POWELLS turned the offer down 
and have not seen RALPH (LNU) since then. CLAUDE POWELL, JR., 
Interviewed at Midland, Texas, and furnished same information. 
RAY GODFREY located and interviewed and stated he never talked
to POWELL brothers about murdering MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,

>•' and furthermore, has no knowledge of any individual named 
RALPH. Other relatives pf POWELLS contacted and advised both 
LEON and CLAUDE POWELL are hard drinkers and question veracity 
of statements

This document contain# neither recommendations nor conclusion# of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its content# 
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - 408-840
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XT 44-23^

WW«Mit| ths

was obtained through
> C. 0

Race 
Sex 
Date of

He believe* that bi# brother will 
in dissuading this At per With the FBI and 

be willing tv diac

Mele
PH

2KO
Height 
Weight 
Sait'

scars

Education

Residence

142
Blend 
Brown 
Medina 
Light
Tattoo on. right am near 
shoulder of a lady in a - 
chanpagoe {glass* The 
words Betty and True Love 
tattooed on left foream* 
On left am&hacep 1# 
tattoo of a cherry with word* 
’here’s nine Where’# yours* 
High Sdh*al> Tocco#, 
Georgia 
Self-employed a* drywall 
Installer# currently 
uncaployed 
Living With son BOTH KWELL 
amis and Wife BRENDA at 
3841 Austin Drive, Decatur, 
Georgia. His sow DAVID will 
always know his whereabouts.

- 5 >
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Marital Status 
Other Home Address

AT 44-2386 
5

U. S. Army, 1952-1955, 
service number RA14478523, 
Ranger Instructor, discharged 
as Private for going Absent 
Without Official Leave (AWOL) 
Divorced
Route 2, Toccoa, Georgia 
telephone 886-3254

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION <

Date_____WZ2«--------

CLAUDS POWELL, JR., was located at the Scottish 
Inn- Motel, Interstate Highway 20 at Holiday Hill Road, 
Room 211. POWELL was advised of the identities of the 
interviewing Agents and at the outset of the interview, 
was asked if he had been in contact with any member of 
his family or in particular, his brother, LEON POWELL. 
POWELL denied being in contact with any member of his 
family, including LEON POWELL, since his departure from 
Atlanta, Georgia, on December 31, 1975. He was then 
interviewed as follows:

POWELL was asked if he had ever been offered 
a large sum of money to commit a murder, and he immediately 
volunteered that he had been offered $25,000 shortly be­
fore the actual . assassiniicn of MARTIN LUTHER KING to 
murder MARTIN LUTHER KING. He recalled the circumstances 
of that offer as follows:

Approximately three to four weeks prior to the 
murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, he and his brother, LEON 
POWELL, were seated in a booth in Pete’s Bar on Moreland 
Avenue in Atlanta, Georgia. A friend of his brother, RAY 
GODFREY, a musician and Atlanta City employee, joined them 
at their booth and engaged in conversation with LEON. He 
paid no particular attention to what LEON and RAY were 
talking about. GODFREY left the booth, and, in approximately 
10 to 15 minutes, an individual previously unknown to him, 
came to their booth and seated himself opposite from,LEON 
and him.

As this unknown person sat down, he placed an 
expensive-looking black brief case on the table. He described 
the unknown person as being a white male, approximately 5’8" 
in height, medium build, approximately 150 pounds, 
approximately 30 years of age. POWELL explained that the 
unknown person appeared to him to be out of place in such 
an establishment as Pete’s Bar, in view of his dress, ; 
which did not fit into the crowd that frequented Pete’s Bar.

1/8/76 Midland, Texas y;j? # EP 44-920
On —__———  ——at-------- —---------- _____— - - r-"--- ’ ~

SA GERALD D. GALBREATH 
SA FRANZ W. NENZEL FWN:pm 1/14/76

by ____L__——I——-________ -______ - '' '____ -——Date dictated
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your ^encyi it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. .
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EP 44-920
2

The unknown 
person, who 
lawyer. He

person impressed him as being a well educated 
appeared to be a professional type such as a 
said the unknown person was clean cut, and

very calm and cool in his manner He stated the unknown
person may have introduced himself, but he does not 
recall any names. The unknown person asked LEON and him 
if they wanted to pull a job. He does not known the 
exact wording, but he questioned the unknown person 
concerning the nature of the job, and how much money it 
paid. The unknown person told him and LEON that he wanted 
them to do away with someone and when POWELL questioned 
the unknown person further, he was told that it was 
someone important. The unknown person then told him and 
LEON that he wanted them to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, and would 
pay them $25,000 now and $25,000 when the job was done. 
The unknown person then opened his brief case which was 
full of wrapped currency; some of the bills he noticed were 
in $100 denominations. He stated that he was shocked by 
the statements of the unknown person, and initiallyassumed 
that it was some sort of prank or possibly a law enforcement 
officer trying to trick him. After the unknown person 
made the offer, he ignored any further conversation, 
whereupon the unknown person closed his.brief case and 
departed.

He has never had any further contact, nor did he 
ever ascertain the identity of the unknown person, or 
means or reason for the offered payment to kill MARTIN 
LUTHER KING. He related that he had gained the bad reputation 
of being a hoodlum because of his past prison record, 
participation in several fights, and habit of carrying a 
shotgun in his vehicle, which he frequently loaned to 
the bartender at Pete's Bar whenever trouble occurred. 
He denied ever receiving such an offer prior to this . 
incident, and further denied affiliation with any group 
which advocated racial hatred. He admitted that he had made. 
statements while drunk to the effect that he had no aversion 
to killing blacks, although he had never seriously considered 
doing so.

POWELL stated he was shocked and dismayed to 
learn, approximately three to four weeks later, that MARTIN 
LUTHER KING had been murdered. He advised that he did not

4 !

- 8 T
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EP 44-920
3

<H

<?'

^rj

go to any law enforcement officers, and tell them of the 
above contact with the unknown person, because he felt 
he might become a suspect in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER
KING. . \ v :' •• '

POWELL was then, requested to assist the FBI 
by providing an artist conception of the unknown person 
who contacted him at Pete’s Bar by the use of a facial 
identification catalogue. It was explained to POWELL 
that a sketch would be made from a combination of 
features that he selected from photographs displayed in 
the catalogue. Each category in the catalogue was 
thoroughly explained and photograph's in these categories 
were shown to POWELL. POWELL then stated that he would
be unable to assist in this regard because he had only 
talked with the unknown person for approximately five 
minutes, and that he would not recognize him even if he was 
brought into a his motel room at that moment- ,

*------- me tollowing descriptive data was obtained
through interview and observation:interview and observation:

Name 
Alias

$■

Sex 
Race
Date Of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height ■ ■ ■ ’
Weight 
Hair
Eyes 
Education 
Employment 
Occupation

—CLAUDE^awELL, JR.
Junior'APaw^l 1 
Shotgun^Fowell v , 
Male v

'Stephens County

170 
Gray-Black 
Blue

Parent >¥

Brothers ■A’

I'O '-*

<■

Pll

Georgia

:-^!

Finished 4th grade ? 
Self employed ■' - .■• 'f 
Carpenter and dry wall
finisher 
HEPSIE POWELL
Route 3, Toccoa, Georgia
LEON POWELL, !
Atlanta, Georgia
HUBERT POWELL
Route 3, Toccoa, Georgia,
WENDELL POWELL,

^Belmont, North Carolina 
^ (address unknown) 
'EDWARD POWELL, I

Shamdon, Georgia
9
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EP 44-920
1

Sister.

Wife

Permanent address 
Tattoos

FLORIS BRYSON
Franklin* North Carolina 
(address unknown) 
JACKIE POWELL, 
unemployed, 4163 Camby Lane* 
no telephone, Decatur, Georgia 
Same as wife 
Dragon, left bicep? "LUCY, 

, my wife is so dear to me* , 
left forearm? ”LOIS" inside 
right forearm? "Too sweet 
to' live, to mean to die", 
across chest; "BONNIE" upper 
right shoulder ; "BETTY”, upper 
left shoulder

- 10 -
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FO-302 (REV. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Oats cf iranscfiptlon_ 1/14/76

ANNIE LOIS CAMPOS was contacted at her residence 
and furnished the following information:,;

She was unable to remember';
husband told her he and his brother had;

iy incident where her
„„^-.„ „._ — _____ .... _._,.,_. „„ lfeen hired to assassinate
any individual. Upon the suggestion of:the Interviewing Agents' 
by naming MARTIN LUTHER KING,JJR., as" tte victim, Mrs. CAMPOS 
immediately responded that sometime aft^h MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

. was assassinated, her husband told her that an individual had • • 
approached him in a bar, had shown him a%uitease full of money 
and suggested that he and his brother assassinate MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. When he told her about this. 1^:1 dent, he was under ( 
the influence of alcholic beverages; WJfact,. she stated her j';, 
husband was an atoholic. Many times she'had to go to the bar. 
on a Friday night and; physically remove ^r husband in order . 
that he would spend all of his paychesk $to the children would 
have some food. A lot of times when herMiusband was drunk he
talked about killing different individ^ 
had a lot to do with when he was In the*

Mrs. CAMPOS stated,, how 
told her the same story while heawas st 
put some truth in the incident. ^

She assumed this 
>y.

>

that if her husband ?. 
, she would tend toli£

The following description ^ ANNIE LOTS CAMPOS 
was obtained through observation and i Tew:

Race 
Sex

Place of birth 
Husband's name

illite 
female

3> ' 
■ ju

Georgia-. 
POS

She had previously been married to, LEON OWEN 
OWEEL from July, 1955, until 1975.

Inter vie wad on_________^ 7/76. At
Atlanta, Georga Atlanta 44-2386

.Pile # _ ____________

by.

SA CHARLES T. CARROLL, JR., and
SA THOMAS J. WILSON TJW:wy/cw ,__________ - - Dale d icta tea.

.1/13/76

Thfcs docUmenT Contains nellher record Aren do Hons nor conclusions of the FBI, it Is’1 he property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency.- 
it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. _ U _
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FD-3C1 (^V. f 1-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dale of Iran scription. 1/14/76

. ARNOLD RAY^DFREY, 1105 L^keshyre Drly^, JflaSg- 
boro, Georgia, was contacted at his place of employment, 

'"TTtyofAtlanta Sewer Department, 360 Englewood Road, SE, 
and advised that an interview was desired with him concern­
ing an allegation regarding his participation in a plot to 
assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING. He was promptly advised 
of his rights by Special Agent THOMAS J. WILSON and 
stated he understood his rights, but did not wish to sign 
anything, however, would consent to be interviewed. ’

s place of employment, 
360 Englewood Road, SE,

Thereafter, and promptly following this, he was inter 
viejgeiLjmL-furnished the following information:

HE"tras'begir employed by thT City- of Atlanta in 
the Sewer Department since 1949. He worked for approximately 
eight years as a laborer, the last five years as a foreman 
and all the time in between as a truck driver. He was 
also a country and western singer for some time. Most of 

j his records were produced in 1967 or 1968. One of the r ' 
records under the Saber label was on one side "Count me 

^: out" and on the other side "Try one on for size". Another 
record under the Columbia label was called "Always room 
for one more Fool li^e Me".

When he was actually engaged as a country and 
•f western singer he was tending bar part-time at a bar known 

as Pete’s Bar on Moreland Avenue. He also had a band and 
sang with them at the same time.

He did not know anything about any assassination 
plot of any kind. He never talked with anyone regarding 
the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING before KING had been ass­
assinated. He did not make any arrangements with anyone 
to have KING assassinated by CLAUDE and LEON POWELL. When 
questioned about any well-dressed individuals frequenting 
Pete's Place GODFREY remembered a white male approximately 

= 45 years of age with wavy hair, very clean-cut and very :\- ^ 
^ well spoken being in Pete’s Place numerous times* This 

individual carried a walking stick in his right hand and 
to the best of GODFREY'S memory, this individual had 
something wrong with his right leg.

. 1/13/76 ^ Atlanta, Georgia
Interviewed on, _ _ ot,

AT 44-2386 
.File #_________________________

’ SA BERNARD R. BERRY
SA THOMAS J. WILSON :wy

.Date dictated,

- 17 -
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
It and Its contenls ore nol to be distributed outside your agency.

II Is ths properly of the FBI and Is loaned Io your agency;
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 44-2386

^ ; TV '

< GODFREY

•W

7

■‘vt •

could not remember the Individual’s name
but described him as approximately 5*11”, 170-180 pounds, 
of Latin descent. GODFREY further stated that this 
individual could talk in two different languages, one of 
which he thought was ’’Mexican”. He stated that this 
individual had lots of money and was thought to be owner 
of a number of bars in honky tonk places around Atlanta. 
He thought that one of the bars that this individual 
owned in 1967 was located at the comer of Hunter and 
Bell Street in Atlanta. This individual was driving a 
big black automobile,probably a Lincoln. He was reportedly 
associated with the Venable Music Company in some manner, ' 
GODFREY thought that it was possible that some individual 
connected with Venable Music Company and this individual 
were connected in numerous enterprises throughout the 
city. GODFREY stated that PETE DAVIS would be able to 
identify this individual. GODFREY further stated that 
possibly DIANE (last name unknown) a former bartender at 
Pete’s Place may also be able to identify this individual. 
DIANE also owns a bar known as ’’The Office" located on 
Flat Shoals in Atlanta ' 7 >

GODFREY again denied having any conversation 
with the POWELLS’ or anyone else regarding the assassination 
of MARTIN LUTHER KING prior to his actual assassination. >( 

GODFREY advised he would be more than willing to take a 
polygraph examination to clear the air.

The following description was obtained through 
observation arid interview: < ■ , •

Race-
Sex•' ■' 1 '/^^ . ?'
Date of birth

White 
Male

.7/.

■." ■ i

^j/\7

■ 1£'X

Place of birth 
Height i 
Weight;

Copperhill,. Tennessee
6'3” 

/ 210 
47.^ ■

4 ^^7

^ < i*'. .7'
7.
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Arrest record

the

*iS

■'M'.

discharge
None admitted other than 
drunk driving

■ Hair
V Residence

Stat^o^Georgia J
. I honorable

, h GODFREY stated he had never been a member of 
Ku Klux Klan or any other radical organization.,

Telephone
Military service

Greying
1105 Lakeshore Drive 
Jonesboro, Georgia
47 7-50 36
Served with the National

^^A  ̂Guard, 
; • Number

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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'X,

Akif /-it3!/ • X, ' 

feX a x • ■■

AT 44-2386

^. .V'

x

On January 15, 1976, DIANE BRADY, white female*,
’ • j^exaia.ttfTOK^owner-of-The Office LoTinge^wasTnt^ 

advised/hhe is quite certain that in 1967, she was employed 
as’< carhop and bartender at Pete's Place on Moreland Avenue. 
She advfsed she is familiar with RAY GODFREY and after viewing 
a photograph of CLAUDE POWELL, JR.,. and LEON OWEN POWELL, she 
stated she was familiar with both of them. She stated she has 
never heard anyone talking about any murder of any type at. 
Pete's Place. She was unable to identify anyone resembling an 

> artiste conception of RALPH (Last Name Unknown). She advised 
she can only describe one individual who came into Pete's

XPlace who was well-dressed and walked with a limp. She advised 
she knew the individual as "DUKE". "DUKE1 was a white male,

. Obroximately 6v0% 180 pounds, dark hair, walked with a limp, 
and drove a large dark car with a Gwinnett County tag. She 
fcdyl^ always seemed to have money, in fact, he gave

X her a $50 tip. She can.not locate "DUKE" at this time, and - 
. in fact, she has been trying to find him on her own. "DUKE" 

k very rarely went into the bar, and always got his beverages 
through the carhops. ; DIANE advised another carhop named X. 
DOTTIE (Last Name Unknown), who she trinks is currently working 
for Barbara's Lounge on Moreland Avenue, might be able to 
assist in the identification of the individual in the artist's 
conception in view of the fact that she was a long-time 
employee of Pete's Place. -- ■ ;; /

w.

w.*

^J

S«.'4,

■ 4
■ex

X/ On January 15, 1976, EDNA McKINNON, owner of
McKinnon's Restaurant, Moreland Avenue, advised she does have 
art employee named "DOTTIE". "DOTTIE" did work for her when 
she owned The Piglet Restaurant, located at Hill Street and 

■; Moreland Avenue in Atlanta. ."DOTTIE" had the day off and
McKINNON .advised she was out of town. She stated DOTTIE would 
be back for work at 2:00 PM; Friday, January 16, 197^.

MX?;'

X^ . ,. DIANE BRADY was recontacted and she advised all 
Xother employees of Peters Place have died since Pete's Place 
.Was closed. . She advised that as 1aV as she can remember, the 

./ Only individuals still living who were contacted with Pete's
Place are herself, DOTTIE, and RAY GODFREY. Abt of the 

, customers are still around and frequent her bar, "The Office"

■A ■ .
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'MW®4 M
7^

ft

AT 44-2386 4? ’

, "J1* H

, On January 16, 1^76, DOTTIt-UNDERHILL, waitress 1 
at McKinnon’s Restaurant, Moreland Avenue, advised she has never 
worked at any other establishment on Moreland Avenue. She ’", 
stated she has never been employed at any lounge called "Pete's 
Place”, nor is she familiar with, the name,PETE DAVIS. ' ‘,,>7

' DAVID McKINNONi sons'of the owner of McKinnon's a 
M Restaurant, advised his father has employed numerous waitresses 
f some of whom e«en supply phony names. He has worked fof his 

,? father for the last eighteen years. He advised he can not „

Au A 7

‘Jr.

4 f

•“ r, । who
l^77t < lftft7i u,'7.77 : ,

* ft 11

■ ''^■'iW-'
1^ M'

J . ’ ill

^7/ \

ft 7

<77
IF

i><|

recall any other waitress named "DOTTIE*1 other than the one 
who is employed now. . /

s

I 4

i'

nil I ,

<?

' J7 ’ >M

^i

V UA»I ILl

fr*

#1

III

>l >

<. 7!

if ■V

21

't

4

I 1 7

II1

ft ।

। 7

V
.1

Ilf'

FJI.S
Ab ( ibl I >1 I

'V , 
tto'-^i^ 7 u»‘ft
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, FD-302 (KEV. H -2 7,70) ,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dote of transcription. 1/14/76

JO PRESSLEY, Identification Division, Atlanta

_ a CLAUDE POWELL, JR. Ms. PRESSLEY pro 
tostatic copies of the identification record for 

th individuals which are attached hereto.

Interviewed on..1/7/76 Atlanta, Georgia .Ftie * AT 44-2.386

by SA. THOMASJ^ WILSON twy Dote dictated.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. h is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents o/e not io be distributed outside your agency.
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'fW ■w

ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION 

ATLANTA. GEORGIA

■. Herbert T. Jenkins, 
■ Chief of P

By.
Captain Charge

and FBI No.220JM2BThe following is the record of APD No.

I CONTRIBUTOR OF
I FINGERPRINTS

NAME AND 
NUMBER ,

ARRESTED 
' OR ■

RECEIVED
CHARGE ; j DISPOSITION ■ , J

I Provost Marshal
1 Ft. inning, Ga.

Leon Powell 
#8O1i75 .

8-26-55 Art. 86 No Disposition Available
7-9-62 J

I PD, Atlanta, Ga> Leon 0. Powell
#2111j22 .

6-28-62 Wife ^eating Withdrawn 7-6-62 /’ill

I PD, Atlanta, Ga. Leon Owen Powell
#213422

6-29-62 Abandonment 1 Withdrawn
5-6-62 '^;|

1
< VW

r

' FU® ISHE® TO:

। - Av DATI

1t

1 1 r ' ’ ’/

* * Represents notations unsupported by fingerprints

FORM 32-1-27
NOTICE: This record is furnished for official use only ff^ n3- ??t
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few ,.^r^>-.* :r#l
ATLANTA POLICE DEPARTM1

< : BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION

>7

' !'?4W

.n 
f? ,r * ATLANTA. GEORGIA ' ?3

t
’M

Herbert T. Jenkins, 
Chief of Police

p * V X v / ’X i'Sis'1 K <’• ‘Ais^jKiA? ■P F ^J"^; ?y XL .?,4w

I The following is the record of APD No. -

By —

ur

r ♦

and FBI No.

Captain in Charge

' 212 91)6 A'

7 CONTRIBUTOR OF 
I,' " FINGERPRINTS

’Mecklenburg Co* Pol 
rCharlotte, N. C,

B.of I. Pr. Div 
.Raleigh, N. C,

PD •Olanta, Ga

PD, Atlanta, Ga

FURNiSHE

DATE,

5-10 Yrs. S. Pen

- NAME AND 
1 , NUMBER

ARRESTED
OR .O' 

RECEIVED
CHARGE

Claude Powell, Jr. 
^822

5-10-U9 Armed Robb.

Claude Powell, Jr. 
A9663

5-2U-U9 - Robb.•

Claude Powell Jr 6-28-65 Allowing Intox*
#231799 Person to Drive (2)

Claude Powell
#231799

8-25-73 Indecent Exposure

Drunk $25 or 13 das
8-27-73 ’

$25 or 13 das
8-27-73

56127- Ct 1- $100 -'J 
and 8 mos; 56128 Ct
$25 and H mos cone w/Ms 
56127 6-28-65 i

5-10 Yrs. ,, T 
h-23-52 Paroled . W i 
3-28-5U Disch. Per ExpM

DISPOSITION

ffatresent? notations unsnarled byJ^gerjfriyits .

.„J k ( „ 4 ‘ NOTICE^ This record is furnish&Tft^^FORM '

1 ;X

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



tri5?/-^ ' •

I. F-V v/.-’.i'v .
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V • jyKX -Xy

*4 ■ ^ r ’

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 1-14-76 807 mlh
/S.AFEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION® ;' • 1 .'
t" .^ IDENTIFICATION DIVISION ” ' ^ ' ! , ~ —

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537

. None Assigned
« The following FBI record, NUMBER , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors.
:; WHERE DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS 
' DESIRED. COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. :

contributor of 
FINGERPRINTS

■ NAME AND NUMBER ■ ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED

• CHARGE * • OPPOSITION

PD Forest Park
■■■ r/ ;

Arnold Ray 3-7-04

' ?‘'K "’ ■.:■•'■•- X: - < ■' .

D/C drunk W *■.■ . i K
1,r 4' XV 1̂

GA. ...'.

■ kW ;<

■ 7-/T3X&S

K r \ -V' .

K"^'^.^ -.1 '

Godfrey K , 
13110 y < ;

. K ?<K< Wk;-^‘' i

•V. 1 •> <*-; x»4‘.. -.

WWW.'.

'K-c^y

D/C cursing . 
driving wrong 
side of road ' 
suspicion poss 
dangerous drugs

X KK y : 

■ . •
■

• ,. • . .

KKW

. ; <■.•.'. 4 ' y • -\ c / y ♦

•Wr ‘>’^Y./X- V. .

v ,■•’•■<’• ... • .- • ..

• • .K. *J. । *'. ./ £’ • 4

x — v

■Wk- yKK ■

/ ■ •

'' \ X ■ "* , :’ ’" * •'"* yA V

Wr-i/’^r /vW.'VW -'A'?

/ .Kwlityns numtcrr/ies ,

'«3lm-,^^

■

-'"d . XK fK-
siuest 

:sted« x

, . ' ' - Cv-

• y ■1 ’ i^'

■ ' a <^». »*W*»>. ...., .■, — ._.•. .^.—^t—.
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ARNOLD RAY GODFREYDescription and Related Data:

Race

Weight:

Hair

Eyes

Date and.Place of Birth:
Sf?Z5S^

Scars and Marks:

ConstructionOccupation

■ "f^ 
^J<:j

In 1964 569 Greham Ave Atlanta GA

Since neither fingerprints nor an 
'Identifying number which Is indexed , 
in cur files tcccT.p.Jtlcd yourre-ues* 
FEI ccr.net £uaractco In any msnAu 
that this material concerns tire f , 
Individual in whom you ere interested!

? .V^tr

Brn -

information from FBI record, NUMBER

^UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE i' '
t^^TOERAI. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATING J V?14 JKj?07 ^

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION W ■
^. '■ ■. ^ WASHINGTON. D. O» 20537 . . :; .^^’^W ... "''M

’.^■Sex; ,;

Height

Scar R/F' arm 2” -j^.^

„» s. ‘Tr ~

Address

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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W

‘4^

KK

Kt/' :

TC.

jw ■ -tv' yu
following inves 

Charlottp^yision of the FB^

' ■/Kv

ation was conducted by the 
: January 9, 1976’ * < ? :

A AT 44-2386

The

>' tK ’r. - . . .
' - -I ft; *,'. ./ ■,-

V

?./

* t »K 
^^v-

"V'

^^
Wv-

WENDELL SUTTOf ’OWELL, Foreman, Pharr Yarns, was 
'- interviewed at his home, 218 Ewing Drive, Belmont, Norths 

^C^iUS’ and ac|vised.hi? correspondence with his brother, ^ 
.<>' CLAUDE POWELL, JR., is very poor with only an occasional tele 
/'■'phone call. He advised he last saw CLAUDE three,years ago when 

their mother, HEPSIE POWELL, was very ill in Toccoa, Georgia. 
WENDELL related he had not heard of anyone contacting his ? 
brothers, CLAUDE and LEON, and offering them money to assassinate 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and advised if CLAUDE had seen $25,000 
in one lump sum, CLAUDE would have told others about it. He 

^ advised CLAUDE used to drink a lot and talk glibly when in a 
/drunken condition until a doctor.told him to restrict his 
Intake of alcohol following aft accident. -
’/■ --^ Va- ••• ___ _____ - ........ --<"■■ ■ »- • ■ •■ •■ . - •• - j • ■• ■

’ K WENDELL POWELL advised he did not believe CLAUDE 
and LEON had the capacity to assassinate KING. CLAUDE got the 
nickname "SHOTGUN" several years ago when a shotgun was taken 
from him by a policeman after CLAUDE was stopped for driving 
White intoxicated. WENDELL said neither he nor members of his 
family liked KING.• WENDELL said KING stirred up trouble wherever 
he went and he and members of his family did not!'believe in 
trouble. WENDELL believed KING became a martyr to his people 
by being assassinated which might not have occurred had he ‘ 
lived. WENDELL stated in addition to being incarcerated by
the.North Carolina Prison Authorities, he had served time as a 
juvenile at Boys Town of Georgia, located between Athens and 
Macon, Georgia. WENDELL said neither he nor members of his 
family know anything about JAMES EARL RAY other than what they 
have read in the newspapers, to his knowledge. No members of 
nis family are known to be present or former members of the 
Ku Klux Klan, or ether extremist organizations. ' ?

■ — ■ vKtKht ■■■ ^ 'K ■ ■ C ' ’'"K ' : ■
h K- " WENDELL POWELL stated he has three brothers, <■ 

CLAUDE JR., LEON And EDWARD, who reside in Atlanta he believed, 
place nottnown, and one Sister, FLOYCE BRYSON (wife of JOHN 
BRYSON), Franklin, North Carolina, and a brother HpBERT ,‘ and ■ 
his mother, HEPSIE, who live side by side in Toccoa. Georgia. ,

■ >jy ■ < V" 
w-/

-^

K

ifc
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V AT 44-2386

" FLOYCE POWELfTBR^ 
Franklin, North,Carolina, was 
add advised as follows;^^^^

i^r Fiver. Box 180
January 14, 1976

. -LEON and CLAUDE POWELL are BRYSON's brothers, and 
although they are both morally good men, they each have a •

Ji

drinking problem. Neither LEON nor 
.associated with the Ku Klux Klan or 
tions. Likewise, neither have eVer 
LUTHER KING, JR. . '

CLAUDE have ever been 
any Black Mate organiza- 
spoken agai nst MARTIN

a-

BRYSON's brothers have never mentioned to her
the alleged offer to kill KING and BRYSQ^ quite frankly does 
notibel i^etheevent ever occureed. Also, neither possesses 
the capability to kill KING. , '

, LEON POWELL was a Korean War Veteran and whenever 
he drinks to 0x®e^. h$>b^ome^^ and often calls
members of His'l^wfly In*the middle of the night for consola- 

. tion. . LEON often states h|.,wishes he were dead like the rest 
-.of the boys in his unit whot'were killed in Korea. BRYSON 
Relieves LEON's experiences in Korea have adversely affected 
his mind. BRYSON stated the last call made by LEON to BRYSON 

’was several months ago. / .

, BRYSON advised she last saw LEON during 
Christmas, 1975 and all appeared well.

‘Vs.

?tt - 31 -
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AT 44-2386 
2

Mr. POWELL was advised at the outset that any 
information he furnished could be used in a court of law 
declined to furnish a signed statement.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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'1, TO

FROM

$

„ 0-70 (RevJ 
optional form

: Assistant Attorney General
Civil Right* Divtotoa

: Director, FBI

subject- AMABflNATION OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTH*:

MAT 1**2 tDITIoWMBHHBL ^W
G9A OEM. MO. HO. IT - . ’

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

9010-10*

y

■5

Reference is made to . “T-----  . memorandum dated Febraary J, »7 e— 
(your file_____________ — l.lt; /. ^ . " ■ A ' '

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent ThOmaa-&~WilMMI 
dated FetainryJM&?< at._______ AT__ '___________ —___-____ ,.

A. □ This coversythe preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

^ K The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
, reports as they are received.

'\ C. □ The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. □ Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. I I Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. □ This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. ■ ■ •?*;.< / < y" "..-•' ' . • . •■

G. | | This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. □ This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further act 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc. 3 • •
WOT*! Alao attaehod art ooplaa at Atlanta talotypoadatod S/lA# and 1/lOAt.
Amid Ray Godfrey, U08 Lakaahoro Drive, Jonaahoro, Georgia, telephone 
4TM0H, van talephonically oontaotod on l/ld/TS, gad recreated to Mbmtt to a

talk to tha FBI any ferthar". Godtray atatad tf th* FBI to totareatod to paraatog 
thia mattar any terthar, he will not talk ualaao the FBI eontaeta hto attorney, 
Me v. Doraoy, tu-wai, or IM-s&o?.
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On 1/19/76, LEON OWEN POWELL, 2786 Alston Drive, 
Apartment 9, Decatur, Geogia, telephonically contacted the 
Atlanta Office of the FBI, advising he was sick and desired 
to postpone his polygrqh examination until the week of . 
1/26 - 30/76.

On 1/29/76, LEON OWEN POWELL voluntarily appeared 
at the Atlanta Office of the FBI to submit to a polygraph . 
examination. POWELL was advised of his rights by SA JOHN B. . 
REYNOLDS as shown on a warning and waiver of lights form, which 
he signed after reading. POWELL also executed a consent or 
waiver to take a polygraph examination form.

On 1/19/76, at 7:45 PM, LEON OWEN POWELL, after 
executing FD-328 (Polygraph Consent Form), was afforded a 
polygraph examination in the Atlanta Office of the FBI. 
Assisting in the collateral interview was SA AUGUST W. BULFER. 
POWELL, during pre-polygraph interview, substantially furnished 
the same information as in previous interviews with the excep­
tion to information concerning money offered by GODFREY. 
POWELL, according to his recollection, stated GODFREY never . 
mentioned the amount of money to be paid, but indicated he 
stated he was looking for someone who was interested in making 
"big money". Also, GODFREY indicated "big money” would be . 
paid for killing MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL previously 
stated GODFREY made the statement $50,000 was to be paid. 
However, when going over the polygraph questions to be asked 
him* he requested that the amount be deleted from the question 
and the words "big money" be ‘substituted for $50,000. According 
to POWELL, the conversation with GODFREY came about while they 
were sitting in Pete’s Bar during the fall of 1967, and the . 
conversation was concerning MARTIN LUTHER KING'S activities at 
which time someone stated KING should be killed and POWELL's 
brother, CLAUDE POWELL, made a statement to the effect that he 
would kill him for the right amount of money. POWELL advised a . 
couple of days after the initial conversation with GODFREY while 
they were in Pete’s Bar, a white male entered the bar inquiring..  
about the POWELLS. After locating them, he stated he came to. 
talk to them concerning a matter that had previously been - 
discussed, after they acknowledged in the affirmative that they ■ 
knew why he was there. The white male, whom POWELL identified 
as RALPH, then asked if they were ready to go through with it.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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POWELL stated this white male never mentioned the killing of 
KING or discussed how the killing would take placed but only 
displayed a small briefcase which contained a large amount of 
money. One question of the polygraph examination was "Did- 
RALPH say he had $25,000 in the briefcase?". However, POWELL

■;/ '
■i^=:

?. • *'1^^

stated RALPH never indicated the exact amount, only stating he 
had "twenty-five". POWELL, when questioned as to whether he 

, meant $2,500 or $25,000, stated RALPH never did state the 
^; amount but he realized that that much money in that size brief 

case would have to be at least $25,000. RALPH also made the 
statement that there would be “fifty more" when MARTIN LUTHER 

W KING, JR., was buried. However, when he questioned them as to 
whether or not they would go through with it, CLAUDE POWELL 

> stated they would have to think about it, at which time RALPH 
, departed the bar stating if they had not made up their minds

by that time, he could not do business with them
■M.',

■ / POWELL was afforded four separate examinations, 
the first being a card test where POWELL viewedthree different 
cards of different colors but was advised to deliberately lie 
to the color of two of these cards. It was noted the results 
of this examination indicated no significant reaction to these 
questions and this test was inconclusive. ;

Examinations two, three, and four, all containing 
relevant, irrelevant and control questions, the relevant questions 
concerning statements made by GODFREY and contact by RALPH, were 
also inconclusive, in that POWELL did not react significantly 
to any one of these questions. POWELL did react to two questions T^ 
concerning GODFREY, particularly the questions, "Did GODFREY ^^ ;.^ 
ever ask you if you were interested in making big money?", and 
"Did GODFREY tell you the big money was to kill MARTIN LUTHER -^i^ 
KING, JR.?". The reaction indicated on the chart was not signi­
ficantly strong enough to draw a conclusion as to deception and it 
is possible this reaction could be attributable to POWELL’S \ ^ 
changing his story from the original interview of GODFREY making ; 
the statement concerning $50,000 to now stating "big money”;

> ’ . During the polygraph examination, POWELL appeared ?^ ^
to have difficulty breathing and the upper pneumograph had to be 
continually adjusted by the examiner. POWELL did not appear x 
Overly nervous, did not display any outward sign of emotion, but 
did state all during the polygraph that he was very nervous con-

A' •■ j-.M--

■ v^..3

j'f^y^
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properly, particularly as the polygraph examination progressed. 
When questioned concerning responses indicated on the chart, 
POWELL would only state that he was telThg the truth, and that 
he told all he knew and could recall concerning this incident. 
POWELL indicated he had a high school equivalency degree, 
however, he appeared to be of limited intelligence and appeared 
to be much older than forty years of age. During questioning, 
he admitted to doing a lot of beer drinking, however, denied 
drinking anything during the day of the examination.

A review of these charts reflects that POWELL 
responded generally in the same manner to all questions asked 
with no significant response to any individual question whereby 
a conclusion could be drawn as to his being truthful or 
untruthful. Therefore, these polygraph examinations were 
determined to be inconclusive. •

; On 1/19/76, at 8:15 PM, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., was . 
afforded a polygraph examination by SA LOREN K. LEE, of the 
San Antonio Division of the FBI, who was unassisted in the 
collateral interview.

POWELL’s "yes" re^nses to questions, "Did some­
one offer you and LEON $50,000 to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR?", 
and "Did someone ask you to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?", were 
less than responses to control question, indicating POWELL is 
truthtelling in stating someone did, in fact, offer him and his 
brother $50,000 to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL’s "no" 
response to question, "Do you know who asked you and LEON to 
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?" and his reactions following the 
answer indicate a possible knowledge regarding the unidentified 
person mentioned in the above questions.

POWELL was left with the impression that results of 
the polygraph examination were unclear an^ that the strong 
possibility existed wherein the FBI would request an additional 
test in the Timedi ate future. Results of the test were not dis­
cussed in any way with POWELL nor was interrogation effected.
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- t— (44-2386)

1975; WILLIAM JORDAN MESIMER, SEPTEMBER, 1975 THROUGH TH!

. lSENT TIME. PERMIT RECORDS FURTHER SHOWS THAT IN FEBRUAARY

- • OCTOBER, 1967, BAR LOCATED AT 1455 MORELAND AVENUE WAS 

"BILL BAILEY’S^. THE REASON 3RTHY KI " THIS WAS TH

PERMIT SECTION SENT NOTICES OF VIOLATIONS AT THIS TIM17 TO 

TH AT LOCATION.

CAPTAIN WORTHY STATED THAT PETE DAVIS, AKA W. P. DAVIS, 

COULD HAVE RUN OR MANAGED THE BAR IN 1967 AND 1968, HOWEVER, 

H ACTUAL PAPE WORK, FOR THE LIQUOR LICENSE SHOWS THAT IT

0 BY ROY T. BAILED AND LEWIS W. CLAK.

RA IGEMENTS MADE WITH LEO...... . 'LL TO CONDUCT INI.... VIEW 

EITHER DURING LATE HOURS OF FEBRUARY 10, 1976 OR EARLY MORNING

HO’"" OR FEBRUARY 11, 1976.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. RECONTACT CITY HALL, ASCERTAIN I

POSSIBLE, TO SHOW THAT GODFREY WAS IN TOWN DURING OCTOBER,

’JOV"MBEF, 1967

PLS' HOLD
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