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:"“‘"‘Daté ;/15/76" :

s CLAUDE POWELL, JR., was located at the Scottlsh‘mr
Inn Motel, Interstate Highway. 20 at Holiday Hill Road, . .
~Room 211, POWELL was advised of the identities of the T
1nterv1ew1ng Agents and at the outset of the: interview,
“was asked if he had been in contact with any member of !
his family or in partlcular, his brother, LEON POWELL. -

" POWELL denied being in contact with any member of his "
famlly,_lncludlnq LEON POWELL, since his departure from
~Atlanta, Georgia, on December 31, 1975. He was then
interv1ewed as follows- o ol : B i,

b ,4 POWELL was asked 1f he had ever been offered
@ a large sum of money to commit a murder, and he 1mmed1ately
' volunteered that he had been offered = $25,000 shortly be- '
. fore the. actual . assasslnauamof MARTIN ‘LUTHER KING to C
“murder MARTIN.LUTHER KING.  He recalled the clrcumstances
offér as- follows- L e _ : e a._'

\ojol o x1mate1y three to four weeks prlor to the

mnrder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, he and his brother, LEON K -

- POWELL, were 'seated in a booth in Pete's Bar on Moreland

./ Avenue in . Atk nta, Georgia. A friend of his brother, RAY

. GPDFREY, a musician and Atlanta City employee, joined them
,at their booth and engaged in conversation with LEON. He
Tpald no partlcular attention to what LEON and RAY were-
talking about,  GODFREY left the booth, and, in approx1mate1y
10 to .15. minutes, ‘an ‘individual previously unknown to him, i
”came to theirwbooth and seated hlmself opposrte from LEON

- 5 . As’ thls unknoWn person sat down, he placed a

- expenszve-looklng black brief case on the table. He: des
the unknown person as being a white male, ‘approximat

-~ in height, medium build, approxlmately 150 pounds, -

.. approximately 30 years of age. ' POWELL explained that the

7 unknown person appeared to him- to be out of place in su
san establlshment as ‘Pete' s Bar, in vxew of his dress,“
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“~The unknown pe son . mpressed him as belng a well educated -
ﬁperson, who appeared to.be a professional type such as a
layyer.  He said the unknown person was clean cut, and
very calm and cool in his manner. He stated the: unknown
person may have 1ntroduced himself, but: he: does not .
‘récall any names. - The unknown person asked LEON and him -
"if they wanted to pull a job. He does not known the '
- exact wordlng, but he questioned the unknown person
*concernlng the. nature of the job, and how much money it
i paid.. The" unknoWn person told him and LEON that he wanted
.~ them to do away with someone and when POWELL questioned - :
the unknown person further, he was told that it was
~gomeéone important. ~The unknown person then told him and
~LEON that he wanted them to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING, and would
‘ pay them $25,000 .now and $25,000 when the job was done. .
The unknown person then opened his brief case which was ™ .
full of wrapped currency; some of the bills he noticed were
in '$100 denominations. . He stated that he was shocked by -
“the  statements of the’ ‘unknown person, and initially assumed
~that- it was. some sort of ‘prank or possibly a law enforcement
officer trying. to trick him.  After the unknown person
‘made the offer, he: 1gnored any further conversation,
whereupon the unknown“person closed his. brlef case and
_departed“ Gt T : ,,

‘flever had any further contact, nor d1d he _”i
ever ascertaln the identity of the unknown person,  or .
~means or reason for the offered payment to kill MARTIN R
' LUTHER KING. ¢'He related that he had galned the bag reputatlon
~of being a hoodlum because of his past prison record,. B e
ypartlclpatlon in several flghts, and habit of carrylng a T
~shotgun in his vehicle, which he frequently loaned to:

~the. bartender at Pete's ‘Bar whenever trouble occurred.

¢He denied ever receiving such an offer prior to this
dincident, and further denied afflllatlon with -any groun

. which advocated racial hatred. He admitted. that he had mad
ostatements while drunk to-the. effect that he had no aversion-
‘to. kllllng blacks, although he had never serlously cons1dered

‘ '_POWELL stated he was shocked and dlsmayed to :
*learn, approxxmately three to four weeks later, that MARTIN
JLUTHER KING had beenfmurdered g He advised that- he did not
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‘Permanent address
Tattoos’ '

Franklln. Vorth Carollna

" (address. unknown) S
'JACKIE POWELL,: L
unemployed, 4163 Camby Lane.

my 3 5 -
left forearm: "LOIS 1n31de

right forearm; "Too. sweet
to live, to mean to:die", ..

across chest; ™BONNIE" upper

right shoulder- "BETTX“ npoer
left shoulder
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“_N‘AME AS‘I‘:_D“’
 NUMBER

b
48

unwpported by ﬁngerprmts'
NOTICE’ This 'record 18 fu rig
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Herbert T. Jenkms.
C}mf nf Polzce

56127- ot 1-‘$1oo"*u
and 8 mos; 'S

$25 and ki mg

56127 6~2B-¢
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- drmking prob]
assoc1ated w1th the Ku K1ux K]an 0
‘o

mes dep essed -and’ often calls . .
e ‘middle of the night for. consola- - .
; iere dead 1ike the rest

Korea., BRYSON
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L [FOn 1/19/76 "LEON OWEN POWELL , 2786 Alston Dr1ve,v
‘*Apartment 9, Decatur, Geogia, telephonically.contacted the .
‘Atlanta Office of the FBI, adv1s1ng he was sick and desired:
‘to postpone hrﬁ polygrqh examxnat1on unt11 the week of

» \ROn,1/29/76 LEON. OWEN POWEL,.voluntar1ty appeared
at\the Atla a Office of the FBI to submit to a polygraph
‘examination. . POWELL was advised of his rights by SA JOHN B. "
'REYNOLDS as shown on.a warning and waiver. of rights form,’ wn1ch
he signed after read1ng POWELL also executed a consent or .
waiver. ‘ ; 3] '

0n*]ﬁ19/76, at 7:45 PM LEON OWEN POWELL,'

executing FD-328 (Polygraph Consent Form), was: afforded a
polygraph examination in the Atlanta Office of 'the FBI.
Assisting in the collateral ‘interview was SA AUGUST W, BULFER.
POWELL ;, during pre—po]ygraph 1nterv1ew, substant1a11y furnished
‘the same information as in previous interviews with the excep-

ion to information concerning money offered by GODFREY.
POWELL, according. to his recollection, stated GODFREY never
' ent1oned the amount of money to be paid, but indicated he

tated he was looking for someone who was interested in making
"big money". - Also, GODFREY indicated "big money™ would b
paid for k1111ng MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. POWELL prevwously
-stated GODFREY made the statement $50 000 was to be paid. -
However, when going over the polygraph questions to be asked
him, he requested that the amount be deleted from the i
and the words "big money". be <substituted for $50,000..
:to POWELL - the conversation with GODFREY came about whi e,they
were sitting in Pete's Bar during the fall of 1967, and the
conversation was cancerning MARTIN LUTHER KING's activities at
‘which time someone stated KING should be killed and POWELL's
brother, “CLAUDE. POWELL, made a statement to the effect that he
would ki1l him for the right amount of money. .POWELL
couple of days after the intial conversatwon-w1th G

they were in Pete's Bar, a whzte male.

about the POWELLS.:

d1SCUSsed “after they acknow]edged 1n'the affirm
knew why he was there. The white male,;‘;
as RAL then asked if they were ready toigo through wi
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?proper]y, part1cu1ar1y as . the poTygraph exam1nat10n progressed

When questioned concerning responses indicated an the chart, - .
" POWELL would only state that he was. tellng the truth, and that -
. he told all he knew and could recall concerning this incident.’

POWELL - 1nd1cated he had a h1gh school equivalency degree, -
“however, he appeared to be of limied intelligence and appeared

-+ to be much older than forty years of age. During questioning,

“he admitted to doing a lot of beer drinking, however, den1ed‘-
drinking anyth1ng dur1ng the day of the exam1nat1on
L A rev1ew of these charts reflects that "POWELL.

sresponded generally in the same manner to all questions asked ,
~“with no s1gnxf1cant response to-any individual question wherehy‘
'@ conclusion could be drawn as to his being truthful or.
“untruthful. Therefore, these po]ygraph exam1nat1ons were

«eterm1ned to be 1nconc1u51ve. »»»»»

: On 1/19/76 zat 8: 15 PM, CLAUDE POWELL;‘JR., was

fforded a polygraph examination by SA LOREN K. LEE, of the:
San Antonio Division of the FBI who was unassisted in the
ico?latera] 1nterVIew. 4» :

ﬁ‘POWELL s “yes" reqwnses to quest1ons “Did. some-:
‘one offer you and LEON $50,000 to ki1l MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR?"
‘and "Did someone ask you to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING s JR..“, were.
“Tess than responses to control questlon, “indicating POWELL s
“truthtelling in stating someone did, “in fact, offer him:and h1s
brother $50,000 to ki1l MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ‘POWELL*s’ “no"
_response to question,” "Do you know who. asked you and’ LEON.
“Ki11 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.?" and his reactions following the:
“answer indicate a possi ble knowledge. regardmg the unidentified
‘person ment1oned 1n the above questIOnS.w” o

: *POWELL was left w1th the 1mpresswon tha resu1ts of
- the polygraph examination were unclear @nd. that ‘the strong .
possibility exiged wherein the FBI would request an additional
“test ‘in the tmediate future. Results of .the test were not dxs-,
cussed in any way with POWELL no aS‘lnterrogat1on effected
P S TN ‘ i : . SR
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