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PAGE NUMBER THREE

AT 44-2386

AIR LIMES FOR 90 DAYS ACCORDING TO THE REGULATIONS OF THE

CAS.

ON TODAY’S DATE, SETTY H. NEELY, PERSONAL RECORDS, GEORGIA

NATIONAL GUARD, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ADVISED THAT ARNOLD RAY GODFREY

BOR N 0 N , COPPER HILL TENNESSEE, AND ENLISTED IN

THE GUARD ON JANUARY 9, 1951. HE ENLISTED INTO THE MEDICAL

COMPANY WITH THE 122 INFANTRY. THIS UNIT WAS LOCATED IN ATLANTA

GEORGIA. GODFREY WAS DISCHARGED 1954 AS A CORPORAL WITH AN HONORABLE

DISCHARGE. HIS OCCUPATION DURING SERVICE WAS A LIGHT TRUCK

DRIVER. RECORDS HAVE NO FURTHER INFORMATION

NUMEROUS INDIVIDUALS WHO KNEW ARNOLD PAY GODFREY IN

1968-69, INTERVIEWED AND ALL ACKNOWLEDGED GODFREY AS A "GOOD

OLD COUNTRY BOY" WITH NO VIOLENT TENDENCIES. ONE INDIVIDUAL

STATED GODFREY HAD NO USE FOR NEGROES BUT WOULD NOT HARM

ANYONE

END PAGE THREE
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0-70 IRev. 3-28-72)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

’ MAT'1962 COITION
5010-104

GSA GEN. It EG. NO. 27 ‘♦I t r|

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : Assistant Attorney General

Civil Rights Mvision

FROM : Director, FBI

DATE

ATTN i

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OP MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

Febnary 25, lf^

ROOM mt m

Reference is made to 
(your file _ _______ _ ______

____ memorandum dated ray 2/24/76

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent 
dated __________________ :--------at----------- ;—:---------------------------.

A. Q This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

®‘ iff The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as tney are received.

0. | | The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. □ Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. | | Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. □ This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments.*

G. n This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will ' 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. r~] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc
NOTE: Attached are copies of a. teletype from 
Atlanta data# 2/24/76 and a teletype from 
Memphis dated 2/24/76.
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x^Apr T- n, Al’ 4 4-23 86 V y

ray stayed is five and one half miles as the crow flies, that

IS A direct lime distance, not taking into account the streets.

IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT IT IS A THREE AND ONE HALF MILE 

DISTANCE FROM THE PETE’S BAR TO WHERE THE CAR WAS LOCATED.

ATLANTA WILL FORWARD THE MAP OF THE CITY SHOWING THESE 

LOCATIONS BY REGISTERED MAIL.

A REVIEW OF THE GREATER ATLANTA SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHONE 

DIRECTORY FAILED TO REFLECT ANY LISTING FOR A LAVERNE OR LAVENE 

COOK. A REVIEW OF THE COBB COUNTY AND CITY OF MARIETTA DIRECTORY 

ALSO FAILED TO REFLECT ANY LISTING FOR LAVERNE OR LAVENE COOK.

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. WILL LOCATE AND INTERVIES BILL LOWERYN 

LOWERY MUSIC COMPANY, AND ASCERTAIN IF HE HAS ANY KNOWLEDGE 

RE RALPH (LNU) .

END

PLS HOLD
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TELETYPE UNIT

•^18 7 2^'7
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I 1
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY l»6i tOlTION 
OJA CW, RCO. MO. V

MI^10»

unit^ States government

Memorandum '
1 - Mr.
1 - Mr.
1 - Mr.

N. P 
J. B 
D. W

Callahan 
Adams 
Moore, Jr.

Dep. AO Adm, ,
Dep. AD ln»^_ 

Asit. Dita/ /

TO Mr. W. R. Wannall

FROM

DATE: 2/24/76

1 - Mr. W. R. Wannall
1 - Mr. J, G. Deegan
1 - Mr. J. D. Powell

, SUBJECT: "NEWSDAY” ARTICLE ABOUT INVADERS 
AND .DR. MARTIN LUTHEMcING, JR. 
DAT^D*FEBRUARY 1, W^------------

Fih*A*y>m. __
Gen. hv. I
Merit. i_^_ J

InspRcWaTL^ I
IntelkpSIZ I

■. Laboratory „„. I 
' Plan. & Evol.

Spec. Iw. _^. I

Train In# -i-—. I 
Lago I Goon. ----- : I
Telephone Rm. I
Director Sec'y — _ 1

This is in response to a notation by the Director OTP'S 
2/1/76 ’’Newsday” article which alleges that the FBI and the . 
Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department had active informants in k 
violence-prone Memphis black youth group, the Invaders, and thereb: VLUXCllLC ^/LUllC llCUl^/LLLO UACl>Vl\r jfvULLJL Q*^'l*Pl LAIC XiiyClvCiLd) dlAU

were instrumental in instigating a riot in Memphis 3/28/68.
* Allegedly this riot in turn led Dr. Martin Luther King to ret 
to Memphis in April, 1968, where he was assassinated. The 
Director noted "What about this group and the reported action^

In 1967 an umbrella black power group was formed inJ^ 
Memphis principally known as the Black Organizing Project (BOn^ 
One of its cells was the Invaders, composed of young blacks. \g 
This group was particularly militant. Its leaders made , ^
statements to the effect that it would be desirable to bum the 
city and loot. On 2/12/68 the Memphis sanitation workers began 
a strike. A series of demonstrations and rallies were held in 
support thereof and this became a black cause. . —

\\
A mass parade and rally was scheduled for 3/28/68 with ] 

King as the main attraction. The BOP actively urged all black 
students to skip school and participate in the march. BOP lehdera 
urged the youngsters to use sticks from placards and not to be.; 
afraid of the police. The march developed into a looting rampage 
with hundreds of arrests, three youths shot, one fatally and .. I 
dozens of injuries. King fled the scene when he became aware’ of I 
the looting that was occurring at the rear of the march’.""' The | 
presence of a large number of uncontrolled school age youngsters I 
was the primary cause of the rioting. . ' I

157-8460

JDP:lek^ ,
Htalffi) & sX)VER ‘ o

5? MM 181976

17
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ACTION

Department. There is no indication in our files that he 
instigate^ the-violence*.

Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall
Re: '’Newsday” Article About Invaders 

and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Dated February 1, 1976 

157-8460

thereon.

Memphis had five racial or extremist informants active 
in March, 1968 One became a member of the Invaders shortly 
after the above violence and he was an associate of the leaders . • 
prior thereto. He was present during the march.and he reported 

..... He did not lead the violence or-participate therein.
Another source^ was well acquainted* with the Invaders. He was* also 
presentduring the riot, But did not participate in the violence 
although he did report on it. Our informants in no way 
instigated the violence associated with the Invaders

He
The Memphis Police Department did have an undercover 

officer in the. Invaders He through the Memphis Police  
“Department ,* furnished information. tpltheJFBI.' HeJ&as been 
publiclydisclosedand he isno longer with the Memphis Police

For information.
to the Department.

This information is being furnished

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



r

1,1976
ha

i

By Les Payne

g’s Return

“ The FBI continues to turn up in 
> unexplained circumstances surrounding — 

fhfe assassination of Martin Luther
King. . . 1

% Newsday has learned that FBI‘in- 
t formants actively participated in the 
- ' rioting in Memphis in 1968 which drew

the Rev. Dr. King back to the city
where be was killed. ' • ' :

^ Several FBI informants and at least '
one undercover agent for the Memphis 
police department were among the 

| most active members of a young, vio- 
I‘' lence-prone black group which openly

opposed King’s peaceful march sup­
porting, the city’s'sanitation wdike^ - ~i

According to some witnesses, the . 
100-member group called the Invaders.

. MfcJ^^h 28 riots which aftertipted 1 
— to discredit King’a efforts.'-Following *

the riot, in which one youth was killed, : 
■ scores injured and 238 arrested, King

A Two sources said FBI agents and 
Memphis policemen admitted that they 
had “penetrated” the Invaders wiih'ser-’—* 
eral informers. One of the informants .

‘ reportedly planned a large portion of 
^Police and FBI officials were regularly 

provided with detailed information ' 
about the group’s plans, activities and ' 
of the group’s violent confrontations, 
meetings. ‘"They knew, everything that 
went on at Invaders’ meetings,” one

. source said. “It was as if they ' had a 
tape recorder there.”. The undercover.

I Memphis.policeman who joined the In­
I vaders was at the scene of the violence 
| on the day of the riot, several sources 
l said. He is reportedly still a member of

the-Meraphis force.

Q

~ vowed that he would return to prove . 
. that he still could lead a nonviolent 
. demonstration. . ~ .

“Dr. King would never have re- r 
■ . turned to Memphis if the violence had

not happened,” said the Rev. Jesse .
- Jackson, who was one of King’s aides 

in the Southern Christian Leadership ; 
’ Conference. “We never intended to gelt . 
. bogged downin Memphis.” . ■

The Invaders created major disrup- ; 
tioM Smong local blacks supporting 
Krng/according to his aides. They,crit- 
icized King for his nonviolent ap- 
prqach and urged local blacks to “burn, 
baby, burn.” On April 4, the day Kin" 
was killed, the groups met with him 
end his staff and threatened renewed 
violence unless they were given $750,­
000 to redevelop their community. 
“They just got louder and louder,” one 
aide who was at the meeting recalled^ 
“We tofd them we didn’t have access to" 
that kind of money. We had to put 

.them out.”

' “Weston [not the real name of the . 
undercover police agent] was very fo­
cal, very active,’’ said a farmer leader

- of the Invaders who has talked to'the 
■ policeman since he was discovered to 

be a member of the force. “He had a 
7;62 Russian automatic rifle and he 

. was armed every time we were armed.
He was always suggesting actions that. 
we should take; I never saw him physi­
cally attack anyone. But he was one of 
the most provocative members of the 

. k Invaders.” .
- Me invaders, who wore jackets with

I

I 
It

/J
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: * their names printed on the bac™ere 
: organhed «n late 1967. The youths
’ ’‘^SKleJmamly by college sMuiktit

nearby Memphis Stale and LeMoyne 
■ : Colleges. The Invaders denounced the

nonviolent strategy, but offered protec­
: tion for. King and his staff members.

“They, like other blacks in the country, 
. were naturally frustrated by the slow 
pace of change,” said the Rev. Hoseah 
Williams, Atlanta SCLC director. “We 
usually put them to work as parade 
marshals or security g u a r d s. They 
;wouldnever havahurtDr. King. But 

" those who infiltrated our groups, and 
; we could never identify them, tried to 

exploit the youngsters’ frustrations and 
neglect and turn them against us.” .

• The FBI and Memphis police veri- 
tied recently that they had informant 

v among the Invaders in 1968. However, 
■ Henry ' Lux, who was the assistant po­

lice chief in Memphis, downplayed the 
d group’s role in the March 28 violence;
'Robert G. Jensen, who_was. the FBI 

. agent in charge at. the time, said, “I 
j wouldn’t be surprised if we had inform­
,. -ers in the group. I’m sure there was ad-

‘ equate coverage of the Invaders.”
' ; It is reliably reported that the bu-
J reau and Memphis police shared intel­
; ligence about the Invaders.
, thadditiori to being involved-wiilw 
i The March 28 violence, the Memphis 

police undercover agent was-providing 
f . security for King at the Lorraine Motel 

on the day he was assassinated, accord­
. ing to knowledgeable sources. The offi- 

: cer was ’ a member of the Invaders’
four-man security force that had 

} agreed to provide protection for King 
while he was in Memphis. .

J There have been a series of disclo- 
4 ^ s u r e s recently concerning covert FBI 
1 activities against King. This has led to 

a Department of Justice investigation.
' The inquiry started a f t e r the Senate - 

L. Intelligence Committee discovered an 
| *FBI memorandum, dated March 28, 
r 1969, which detailed a plan to portray

:’ | King as a hypocrite for staying at a 
I white-owned motel—the Rivermont 
I Holiday Inn—where he fled after the 
» violence erupted. The Justice Depart- 
| ment investigated to see if the memo

; . had anything to do with King’s-return
I to the black-owned Lorraine Motel, 
1 where he was killed. They found no ev- 
j idence linking the FBI to a plot to 
' have King return to the Lorraine mo- 
5 tel. However, N e w s d a y has IfelftM- 
f IhaL-tbe Invaders heatedly discussed 
; King’s stay at the white motel among 

' | themselves—some threatening violence
» over tbe issue. •

! A source at the j^Pce DeptriMwaL 
i*tBhH^awsday that the FBI menio was 
- part of then FBI Director J. E d g a r .
I Hoover’s Counter-Intelligence Frogram 
| (Cpiptelpro) against “Black National- 
1 ist-Hate Groups.” The plan, outlined in : 
S' an FBI Domestic Intelligence Division 
I memo, was put into effect March 4* one 
I month before King was killed. It was 
I designed to “prevent the rise of a ‘mes- 
I siah’ who could unify . . . the militant 
i black nationalist movement.” An over- 
1 all goal of Hoover’s plan was to “dis- . . 
I credit” black leaders and their move- 
i ment-among both blacks and whites.

I&Wence at Memphis, perhaps.^ 
more than anything else, began to er­
ode King’s credibility among moderate

' blacks. King and his group were pre­
paring to lead a nonviolent “Poor Peo- 

”ptES*”March” on Washington later that 
. month. After the Memphis riots some 
national black leaders attacked King 
for the violence. On the day before he 
was killed, NAACP leader Roy Wilk­
ins attacked King in a story printed in 
the Memphis Press-Scimitar. Wilkins 
said he doubted that King could keep 
the Washington march nonviolent: “If 
a maverick of the rear ranks of the 
march decides to throw a brick through 
a window, there’s nothing Dr. King up 
front can do to stop it.” ..

Jensen, who was in charge of the 
'KFBI in Memphis, said that the “ulti- 
z mate decisions [for Cointelpro] were 

' made in Washington D.C. and then- 
they came to the field office.” He de­

, nied that his office ever received the 
hotel memo. “I have no recollection of 
a memorandum dated March 28,” he 
said. “If it was an intra-office memo I 
wouldn’t have seen it anyway. It would 
have come_to us as g e n e r a 1 histruc- 
lions.” . ,

| The Senate Intelligence Committee 
; said that it uncovered no evidence that 

1*^ the FBI was implicated in King’s mur­
i der or any cover-up. The committee 
j chairman, Frank Church (D-Idaho), 
| has reportedly called for a federal spe- 
| cial prosecutor to investigate the assas- 
j sination to resolve “many unanswered- ■ 
J questions,” including whether the bu­
I reau “vendetta” against King'-was-re- 
’ lated to his murder in Memphis. ‘ ■

‘ Soifte-ef-King’s staff members over 
• the years, have charged that the Invad-
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era were responsible for the riots which 
■ indirectly led,' they say, to King’s death ■ 
m-Mea^his. y

. “The violence was definitelyrespon- . 
able for Martin’s being in Memphis on . ■ 
April 4th,” said Cong. Andrew Young : 
(D-Ga.). “The Invaders themselves

-.have taken responsibility for the vio- 
^lence. Now if the FfeLwas involved.

with the Invader, then it would bear 
looking into.” *

r FBI officials deny any involvement 
1 in King’s death. “The FBI did an ex- 
j cellent job in the investigation,” Jen­
I sen said. “There are still a lot of theo-

Y lies, but no new evidence...” 
? However, former FBI agent Arthur 
; Murtagh said that Hoover’s relentless, 
1 surveillance of -King mfluencetl the 

‘ : way individual agents approached the 
, murder. For a' time Murtagh directed,. 
i the bureau’s’intelligence unit in Atlan- 
I ta which tapped the civil rights leader’s 
5 telephones and bugged his rooms. “The- *■

*-4taeau under Hoover believed, that . 
t King was a foreign Communist agent,” 
! he said. “He was the enemy. In this 

sort of - atmosphere, the bureau’s inves­
tigating King’s murder was like the. 
CIA investigating the assassination of

- a Russian premier.” ; - ■ . , : .
Murtagh said that some agents were 

“ecstatic” after King was shot. “When 
King was shot, an. agent I knew in. At- , 
•lanta went on a 30-mir.ute high. We , 
were in the bureau’s parking lot when . 
the news came and this fellow kept 
saying, They got Zorro' [King’s code 
namgl-jw-# they got-Zorro. "Hiey fi­
nally got that son of a bitch.’ ’’ '
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO

FROM

; Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

; Director, FBI

DATE 3/1/71

ATTENTION: MB. ROBERT A. MURPHT

SUBJECT: assassination or DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR

Reference is made to___say__ -__ memorandum dated----- ^^Sf^s^Z-—^^. 
(your file ___________ :______ :__ :__ ).

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent 
dated ______ :___ ;   at____ --------------------------- -—;—:—

A.. Fl This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

®‘ The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received.

C. | | The investigation requested by you has now been completed/Unfess^^ 
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [~i Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. I I Please advise whether you desire any further investigation

F. □ This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments. . ;

G. □ This is Submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H., □ This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be 
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc* v ,-,£ MOTEt' Enclo^d is & copy of a teletype dated . 
..... 2/27/76 froaoW Atlanta Office. ■
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