





























PAGE NUMBER THREX
AT 44-2386¢
AIR LINES FOR 9% DAYS ACCORDING TO THE RERULATIONS OF THE
CaB.,
ON TODAY'S DATE, RETTY H, MEELY, PERSONAL RECORDS, GCEOPRIA
NATIONAL GUARD, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, ADVISED THAT ARNOLD RAY GODFREY,

BORN ON y COPPER HILL, TENNESSEE, AND ENLISTED IM

THE GUARD ON JANUARY S, 1551, HE ENLISTED INTO THE MEDICAL

COMPANY WITH THE 122 INFANTRY. THIS UNIT WAS LOCATED IN ATLANTA,
CEORGIA,., GODFREY wWAS DISCHARRED 1954 pS A CORPORAL WITH AN HONORABLE

DISCHARGE, HIS OCCUPATION DURING SERVICE WAS p LIGHT TRUCK

DRIVER. RECORDS HAVE NO FURTHER INFORMATION,
NUMEROUS INDIVIDUALS WHO KNEW ARNOLD PAY CODFREY IN

196%-69, INTERVIEWED AND ALL ACKNOWLEDGED GODFREY AS A "GOOD

LD COUNTRY BOY" WITH NO VIOLENT TEMDENCIES, ONE INDIVIDUAL
STATED GODFREY HAD NO USE FOR MEGROES BUT WOULD NOT HARM
ANYONE ,

END PAGE THREE
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. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: Assistant Attorney General L . rebmry 2'5' 191‘

*: Director, FBI o S R . ROOM 1038 TODD

SUBJECT:

‘dated _ » at .

'f‘-

et o e e s LRI, ,«‘.‘-M« ey

ASSABBIKBTI.OR O!' mrm wmn KING, JR.

B 0 SRR

f?,eference is made to : iﬂéﬁi&;;'nd\um dated
(your file ' ) ‘ : : _ 2/2 I; 75

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent

A 1 Thls covers the prehmmary investigation and no further action concerning
a full mvestlgatlon will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department 80 d1rects ‘

B. The mvestlgatlon is continuing and you will be furmshed copies of
reports as the y are received.

C [] The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless O

\ advrsed to the contrary no further i mqumes will be made by this Bureau.

: D. | Pursuant to instructions issued 'bywthe Department,, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F - Thls is submltted for your mformatlon and you will be adv1sed of further

-+ developments.’

o

.}" ., .
_G. [] This is submltted for your 1nformat10n and no further mvestrgatlon w1ll "
be °°ndu°% ed unless specrﬁcally requested by the Department. ‘

: H. [‘_‘] This covers the recelpt of a complaint and no further actron will be L
taken by thls Bureau unless the Department 80 dlrects. -

utmh Attaghed are eopiu of a eahtypo from
Atlanta dated 2/24/76 and a tg:okypa from .
Whii d&M 2/ @4/?5'
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2ot THIEZ, UT 44-23T6

PSYCHOLOGICAL ocTAILS ONM EITHZR LEOYW OR CLAUDE POWZLL.

FOLLCWING IHFORMATION I35 A ZACKGROU D OF LEOY OWEN

, STCVENS COUNTY, GA., SERVED IY

1352-55, WITH FcoGULAR ARMY U0, Re 14473523,
4Z FOLLOWI'Z IMNFORMATION IS FOR CLAIRE POWELL, JR,:
paa MaRCH e, 1v2€, STEVENS cowiTyY, Ga., THELRE IS NO
THE FILT THAT CLAUDZ POWELL, JR,., EVER SERVZC I ANY
FOECES OF THE 1UWITED STATEZ,.

Loulz aT 5T, LoulIS. WILL AT FeDERAL RECORDS CENTER,

TeLoUIs, aTTEMPT TO OBTAIY INFORMATION COMCERNING MILTTARY

7Y OF 20TH CLAUDe A D LEOW POWELL, NOTIHG PARTICULLARLY AWY

TC &ty MZDICAL PROFLEMS OR PSYCHDLOGICAL PROELZMS
OF SITHER O3 BCTH OF THEM,

ATLAT A AT ATLANTA, WILL ATTEMPT TO CO4TACT BILL LOUERY
24D ASCLRTAIN FROY HIM IF HE KNOWS ANY RALPH (LMW,
i,

PLa
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'UI:IIHEP STA‘TES GOVERNMEN‘I‘ O L T aasoe 0
' vt Lo Me. N P-. C.allahan *. Dep. AD Adm. _

Dep. AD Invg .

q*959ﬁf?;;,-'Mx.\J. B. Adams . = jSon
Memorandum "' Mro Do Wo Moore, Jr' Admin. ;.':7/

T R .
-“Mr. W. R, Wannall - "'

p L ‘Mr. ‘Jp G’n' Deegan ) lnqu;"ﬁ 1 7

1 - Mr. J. D. Powell - telbgi

b Laho;gt

[]"NEWSDAY" ARTICLE ABGUT INVADERS =~
| AND DR._MARTIN LUTHERKING, JR. = -

‘ Th1s s in response to a notation by ‘the Director o™
2/1/76 "Newsday" article which alleges that the FBI and the: 7 .
Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department had active informames in E :

, e~prone Memphis black youth. group, the Invaders, and the eb

trumental in instigating a riot in Memphis 3/28/68."
‘thls riot in turn led Dr. Martin Luther King to ret

‘ 8 in Prll 1968, where he was assassinated. The -

Dlrector noted What about thlS group and the reported actlon?’qQ

; ':"In 1967 an umbrella black power group was formed 3
;~fmphlsypr1nc1pally known as the Black Organizing Project (BO 5
‘One of its cells was: the Invaders, composed of young blaeks. \\a
:;This ‘group was partlcularly militant. Its leaders made ', 0O

statements to the effect that it would be desirable to bur1 the
" eity. and loot. . On 2/12/68 the Memphis sanitation workers began
a strike. A series of demonstrations and rallies were: held in;
support thereof and thls ‘became. a black cause.. e T

N ' A mass parade ‘and rally was scheduled for 3/28/
n*-Klng as the main gttraction. ‘The BOP actively urged all.
“JIstudents to skip school and participate in. the marc g
“flurged the youngsters to use sticks from placard”' :
“Hlafraid of the police. : The march developed into
2 ffwith hundreds of arrests, three youths shot, on

“Hdozens of injuries.: King fled the scene when he be
“Ithe looting that wads eccurring at the rear of:the ma:
“Jpresence of a 1arge number of uncontrolled ‘ ol

\was the prlmary cause of the rld'ﬂ

157 8460

T”l?JDP 1ekk8‘~‘
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S Memorandum to Mr‘ W. R. Wannall L
’;_Re~“ "Newsday" Article About Invaders; o
. and Dr. Martin ‘Luther King, Jr. -
St " Dated February 1, 1976 y
,1;\157 8460 S |
’-ﬁ_eff\\

N..,_.,

MEmphls had flve rac1a1 or extremlst 1nformants actlvef

. fin March 1968. One became 'a member of the Invaders shortly
- fafter the above violence and he was an associate of the leaders:
. Iprior thereto. He was present during the march and he reported
L thereon. He did not lead the violence_or participate therein. .

Another solUrce was well ‘acquainted with the Invaders. He was also.
- Jpresent-during the riot, bBut did not participate in the- V1olence
‘although he d1d report on:it. Our informants in mo way ',

.7ﬁu4.1nst1gated the V1olence assoclated with the Invaders. gﬂ,;w,a“r**

o The Memphls Pollce Department did have an undercover-

, offrcer in the Invaders. He, through the Memphls Police = "
v ’Départment, furnlshed 1nformatlon to_ the FBI. "He Has been = . -
- 'publicly disclosed and he is no longer with the Memphis: Police
';Department., There is no indication in our files that he o

X i€e theJVrelence.'ug T S S TR

”7ﬂfACT10N

L " For 1nformatlon. This information’is being furnished
" to the Department.‘-‘ s T T vhe g et M
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® Two sources said FBI agentsand =~

. Meraphis policemen admitted that they =~ -

" ‘had “penetrated” the Invaders withsew—= .. " |

-, eral informers. One of the informants .. /i~

" teportedly planned a large portion of " R
®Police and FBI officials were regularly i

: @ 1976 Ne
o \'I‘fhe-FBIéontinu'e'”sfto'turh‘up in
unexplained circumstances surrounding
thé assassination of Martin Luther
" %4 Newsday has learned ‘that FBI in

.‘ ” y’Inc'. -

¥

" provided - with - detailed information = .
' -about the group’s plans, activities and ' -

formants actively participated- in "the

rioting in Memphis in 1988 which drew
the: Rev. Dr. King back to. the city.

Several FBI informants and at leas

one undercover agent for the Memphis .

1. police department were among the
: most agtive members of a young, vio- :

" lence-prone black group: which openly

.- opposed_King’s-pesceful march sup-
 porting the city’s'sanitation workers, -
" According -to - some -wilnesses; . the'

.100-member group called the Invaders

Yed the Maxch 28 Tiots which atrempted

o disoredit King's efforts. Folloying

ths riot, in which one youth-was killed,

scores injuked and 238 arrested, King -

‘yowed. that he would return to prov

that he'still could lead a nonviolent ;

-demonstrgtion. . o T L
«¢Pr. King would never have re-
“turned to Memphis if the violence had’

not happened,” said the Rev. Jesse
Jackson, whe was one of King’s aides . .

in the Southern Christian Leadership -
: Conference. “We never intended to ge¥:
*bogged down in Memphis.” -

- The Invaders .created- major di_s'nip-

jons among local blacks supporti{xg -
King, according to his aides. They crit- "

icized King for his nonviolent ap-""

oy Invaders” i L ‘
TV Thivaders, who. wore jackets with

.of the group’s violent confrontations.

meetings. “They knew.everything that "= ., .
‘went on at Invaders’ meetings,” ope .
.“gource said. “It was as if they had a = |
~tape recorder there.”.The undercover '

|~ Memphis policeman who joined the In--
1 vaders was at the scene of the violence . -
‘§on the day of the riot, several sources =~
said. He is reportedly 'still a member of -

: : ; S of the *,
undercover police agent] was very fo- .

~ the-Mesaphis force.
"< “YWeston [not the real

‘cal, very active,” said a former lgader:

‘cally attack anyone. But he was one of
the most provecative. members of the

proach and urged local blacks to “burn, "
baby, burn.” On’ April 4, the day Kipe_ ..

g was killed, the, groups met ‘with him *
1 and his staff and threatened renewed.

! yiclence unless they were given $750

£ 7000 to redevelop their community: .
- wThey just got louder and Jouder,™ one-© . -
.- aide. who was at the ixﬁeeﬁng'rcmg% .

“We told them we didn’t have access. i
" that kind of money . We had to put

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

“..of the Invaders'whq has talked to the
... ‘policeman . since he" wasdiscovered fo . "

""" be a member of the force. “He had &~
. .7:62 Russian automatic rifle and he /
i was armed every fime: we weré armad. -/
=" He was always suggesting actions that =
- we should take; I never saw him physi- -

Commatsbismmr




- :
e organfzed in late 1967. The youths
! v wére Ted tainly by college studentswnt

. nearby Memphis Stale and LeMoyne

R Colleges. The Invaders denounced the - - V
‘nonviolent strategy, but offered protec.
tion foit King and his stafg ‘roembers.,

. “They, like other blacks in the country,
 were niturally ﬁ-ustrated by the slow

“ " pace of change,” said the Rev. Hoseah
. Williams, Atlaiita SCLC director. “We -
", usually put them to work as parade .

* - marshals or secwrity guards. They =~ -
"_ “would never have hurt Dr. King. But " '
“those who -infiltrated our groups, and .-
we .could never identify them, tried to-* i
explmt the: youngsters’ frustrations and .-
neglectand tumthemagamstus” Lo

The FBI' and Memphis police veri- .

ﬁed recently that they had informanfs

Robert G. .Jensen, ‘who~was. the FBI

equate coverage of the Invaders.” . -

- It is relisbly reported that the bu-
reau and Memphis police shargd mtel~ ’

ligence about the Invaders. ..
T

.addition to. being mvolve&—m.th-a

3 ,,a'rch 28 violenc, ‘the Memp_

ing to knowledgeable sources. The offi- '
. was & wmember’ of the - Invaders’

‘four-man ~secutity force -that had -
‘agreed. to prov;de ‘protection for ng-;.s

. wh}le he was'in Memphls

“There have been a seties of dxsclb— B
™ suresrecently concerning covert FBI -

; “getivities against King, T‘ins has led to
“a Depar;tment of Justice mvestlgatxon

The inquiry started after the Senate -~ = - .
*LIntelhgence Committee discovered an .=~
 ®*FBI memorandum; dated March 28, |
"'1969, which detailed a plan to portray . ¥
< King as a hypocrite for staying.ate -
‘white-owned motel—the . Rivermont ** .
""Holiday Inn—where he fled after the =~ '

. violence erupted. The Justice Depart- .~ ..
~'ment investigated to see if the memo - -

had anything to do with King’s-return
" to the black-owned Lorraine Motel,

where he was killed, They found:no ev- o
j- iden'ce linking the FBI to a plot to'.
1 have King return to the Lorraine mo-

tel. However, Newsday has I8
. hat..the Invaders-heatedly dlscussed
- King’s stay at the white motel among °

1 ong the Invaders in 1968. However, **
enry Lux, who was the assistant po-. "

o lxce chief in Memphxs, downplayed the . .

ﬂgmups role in the March 28 violence.

“agent ‘in charge ‘at the. time, said, “I * .
i wouldn’t: be surprised if we had mio::m-, SR
1-ers in the group, I'm ‘sure - ere was ad-_ AT

77\ gource at the ‘Depltrimint,
x‘mtd-Nmsday that the FBI menio was
t " part of theh FBI Director J.Edgar
Hoover's Counter-Intelligence Program -

vl * istdHate, Gxoups " "The plan, outlined in.
L *an“F I,qumesm Intelligence Division : -
| t into effect March 4, one
’l“month be ore King was killed, It was
'} designed to “prevent the rise of a ‘mes- . -
- siah* who could unify . . . the militant . =~

all goal of 'Hoover’s plan was to “dis-". .
-} credit” black leaders and their move-
- ment among both blacks and whites. '
-/ The Violence at Memphis, pethapa
'more than anything else, began to er<
ode ng s credxblhty ‘among modetate

o blacks ng and hls group were pre- L
. paring o lead . a nonviolen} “Poor Peo-.” .
; ,March” on Waghington lgigz_ﬁlga g0
. month. After the Memphis riots some
"+ national black leaders attacked King .
~for the violence. Or the day before he’

L ibs attack_ed King in a story ptintedin -~
~i-~ the ‘Memphis Press-Scimitar. Wilkins -
~ sdid he doubted that King could keep

. ' a maverick of the rear ranks of ‘the
+' march decides to throw a brick through = -
.- 'a windpw, there’s nothing Dr. King up :
" front can do to stop it.” . i’ '
1 Jensen, who ‘was in charge of the o
s \FBI in Memphis, said that the “ultit
|7 mate’ décisibns [for Cointelpro] were - '
i ¥, made in’. Washington  D.C. -and then’
they cante to the field offlce ” He de- -
.med that his. gffice ever recewed the =
- hotel memo. “I have no recollection of -
58 memorandum dated March 28,” he ’
- said. “If it was an intra-office memo I .
wouldn’t have geen it anyway. llfx would
‘have_come to' us as genera istruc-
b tons)t : ety
A 5 . 'The Senate Intelhgence Comrmttee
o sa&d that it uncévered no ebidence that
"W} the FBI was implicated in King's mue- -
4~ der ‘or” any .cover-up. The. conimittee.
chairman, Frank Church (D-Idahe, "
' has reportedly called for a federal. spe~
.4 cial prosecutor to investigate the assasy
. i sination to-resolve “many unanswered:
* questions,” including whether the bu
~§-reau “vendetta” agamst ng*was—-re‘
; -lated to his murder. in Memphis.
A Some-e@-Kings staff members over‘, o

‘ themselves——some threatenmg wolence w

over the xssue
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(Cpiptelpro) against “Black National- - -

black ‘nationalist movement.” An over- =

' was killed, NAACP leader Roy Wilk- :. * "

'the Washington march nonviolent: “If . - - i



" § “ers were responsible for the riots which - ke
. § ‘indirectly led, they say, to King’s death
2" “The violence was definitely respon- -
- . . gible for Martin’s being in Mermphison .
* - April 4th,” said Cong. Andrew Young :. -
" (D-Ga.). ‘“The Invaders themselves
e ‘have takeri responsibility for the vio- ' -
- "lence. Now if the FBI was involved.
.~ with the Tnvader,  then ‘it ‘would bear
 lookinginto” ot
1% FBI officials’ deny any invelvement- -
{ in King’s death. “The FBI did an ex-
¥ cellent job ‘in the investigation,” dJen-. '
sen said. “There are still a Jot of theo-
N\ ries; but no mew evidence..” - .
"y However, former FBI agent Arthur -
¢ .Murtagh said that Hoover's relentless.. : . -
i ‘gurveillance of King influenced the -
.way individual agents approached-the ™ '+
; murder. For a’ time ‘Murtagh divected’. -
- 7 the bureaw’y intelligence unit in Atlan-. .

Ao

14 which tapped the civil rights leader’s .

 telephones and bugged his rooms. L hgea.
w—iprenu under Hoover believed that .~
. { King was a foreign Communist.agent,” ..~
.1 he said. “He was the enemy. In this -~
-1 sort of. atmospher¢, the bureau’s inves. . -
‘tigating King’s murder was like the - -
CIA investigating the assassination of . -
a Russian premier.” .
'y Murtagh said that some agents we
T3 “pcstatic” after King was shot. “When . "
» King was shot, an agent I knew in At
-lanta went-on & 30-mirute high. We -
were in *he bureau’s parking lot when ..
_ the news came and this sellow kept -
" saying, ‘They got Zorro [King’s code .=
2 | namgl s they. got -Zorro. They fi= @
"1 nally got that son of a bitch.” ” "> - &

it
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
: Assistant Attorney General o . | s ' “ ‘D.ATE: 3/ 1/76
- Civil Riqhtn Division L | 72/

: . FROM : Director, FBI °

_ ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

S x«rm NI K e e K| : R T

ASMSIKA!’IQ!C 0!' DR. MARTIK LUTHBR xm, JR.

SUBJECT:

Reference is made to __ug;_ memorandum dated _%?ﬁ&__

(your file _

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Specral Agent
dated o o S at - e

e oy R TS IR
CRUNIGR

A. lj Thls covers the prellmmary mvest1gat10n and no further actron concerning
a full 1nves,t1gat1,on w1ll be taken by this Bureau unless the Department 80 dlrects

B. 3 The mvestlgatlon is contmumg and you w111 be furmshed coples of
reports as they are received. : \ o

EA s

C l‘_‘] The mvestlgatlon requested by you has now been completed UnIess e
" advised to the contrary no further 1nqu1r1es w111 be made by this Bureau.

A D. [:] Pursuant to mstructwns 1ssued by the Department no investigation w1ll
"be conducted in this matter unless specrfrcally du-ected by the Department. ‘

E. |:| Please advise whether you desn'e any further 1nvest1gat10n

F. [ This is submltted for your information and you will be adv1sed of further
developments . ‘ :

: G. ] This is Submitted for your mformatmn and no further 1nvest1gat10n w1ll
be conducted unless spemflcally requested by the Department

. - H. |:| This covers the receipt of a complamt and no further action w1ll be
’taken by thls Bureau unless the Department so d1rects S
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2ot THIEZ, UT 44-23T6

PSYCHOLOGICAL ocTAILS ONM EITHZR LEOYW OR CLAUDE POWZLL.

FOLLCWING IHFORMATION I35 A ZACKGROU D OF LEOY OWEN

, STCVZNS COUNTY, GA., SERVED 14

1352-55, WITH FcoGULAR ARMY U0, Re 14473523,
4Z FOLLOWI'Z IMNFORMATION IS FOR CLAIRE POWELL, JR,:
paa MaRCH e, 1v2€, STEVENS cowiTyY, Ga., THELRE IS NO
THE FILT THAT CLAUDZ POWELL, JR,., EVER SERVZC I ANY
FOECES OF THE 1UWITED STATEZ,.

Loulz aT 5T, LoulIS. WILL AT FeDERAL RECORDS CENTER,

TeLoUIs, aTTEMPT TO OBTAIY INFORMATION COMCERNING MILTTARY

7Y OF 20TH CLAUDe A D LEOW POWELL, NOTIHG PARTICULLARLY AWY

TC &ty MZDICAL PROFLEMS OR PSYCHDLOGICAL PROELZMS
OF SITHER O3 BCTH OF THEM,

ATLAT A AT ATLANTA, WILL ATTEMPT TO CO4TACT BILL LOUERY
24D ASCLRTAIN FROY HIM IF HE KNOWS ANY RALPH (LMW,
i,

PLa
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2ot THIEZ, UT 44-23T6

PSYCHOLOGICAL ocTAILS ONM EITHZR LEOYW OR CLAUDE POWZLL.

FOLLCWING IHFORMATION I35 A ZACKGROU D OF LEOY OWEN

PCvELL e
w/M, DO3 APRIL 27, 1935, STEVZHS COUMTY, GA., SERVED IY
Fromo 1352-55, wWITH RoCGULAR ARMY ND, RA 14473523,
4Z FOLLOWI!C INFOPMATION IS FOR CLAUDE POWELL, JR,t
Dna MpRCcH B8, 1926, STEVENWS coUiTyY, Ga., THERE IS5 MO
THE FILE THAT CLAURZ POWELL, JR., EVER SERVZC I ANY
FOECES OF THE nwlTZD STATEES,
LIz AT 3T, LoulIS. WILL AT FeDERAL RECORDS CINTER,
T, Louls, aTTEMPT TO OBTAIN INFORMATION COMCERNING mMILYTARY
ITY OF 20TH CLAUDZ A D LEOW POWELL, NOTIHG #ARTICULLQRLY aNY
T TC a4ty MZDICAL PROPLEMS OR PSYCHDLOGICAL PROELZMS
OF SITHER O3 BCTH OF THEM,
ATLAT A AT ATLANTA, WILL ATTEMPT TO CO4TACT BILL LOUERY
24D ASCLRTAIN FEOY MIM IF HE KNOWS ANY RALPH (LaW).
i,

PLa
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