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0-70 (Rev. 3-812) ‘ .
: OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 'y 5010-106

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

"UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: Assistant Attorney General

.

FROM Dire ctor., FBI

SUBJECT: Mm ’ i

" Reference is made to S memorandum da“f?ed‘,' s
(yourfrle R : ) AT

There is. enclosed one ¢copy. of the’ report of Speclal Agent R
dated oo o b at ,

- A |:| Thls coveﬁ’s% \ lmrnary mvestrgatmn and no further actlon concermng
a full mvestlgatlon w1ll be taken by thls Bureau unle 88 the Department 80, drrects
B." E The mvestigatron is contmumg and you w111 be furmshed copres of
reports as they are recewed A s
[ W \' _.- 'r‘;,; ' ‘ : : ' “\ . ‘:
C |:] The mvestlgatlon requested by you has now been co‘mpleted Unless \
adv1sed to the contrary 0o further 1nqu1r1es will be made.by this Bureau. T i

o : ,[j Pursuant to mstructmns issued by the Department no 1nvest1gat10n wrll
. ‘be conducted in thls ‘matter unless specrflcally directed by the Department :

E [:] Please advise whether you des1re any further 1nvest1gatron

F ] This is - submrtted for your mformatlon and you will be adv1sed of further
developments ~ .

‘ G. [ Thls is submltted for your information and no further investigation w1ll
" be conducted unless specrflcally requested by the Depa.rtment . -

. [ "“hls covers the recelpt ofa complamt and no further actlon w1ll be
taken by thls Bureau unless the Department so directs. ' ‘ SN

Enc. 3

. NOTE: mmmam £l Paso Teletype 3/1/%6, .m letype
| ,Mt/Mo,Muzt‘mwmmm/:ﬁM' “‘ T'

]
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 . 5010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION i . .

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT . g C
Memorandum o OV\]

o Asmstant Attorney General A- .+ DATE: M‘ M‘ Do
. CivilRigheDivisios ~  ATTN MR ROBERT A mm

B Dir,ectol-',v FBI

SUBJECT:

Reference is made to ___ memorandum dated
(your f11e - ‘ ). ’ ‘

1

]

There is enclosed one copy of the report. of Specml Agent ;
dated : — . at ‘ : :

A [:] Th ;;’érs the prehmmary 1nvest1gat10n and no further actlon cermng )
a full mvestlgatmn wtll be taken\ by thls Bureau unless the Department so d1rects

B m The mvestlgatmn 1s contmulng and you w1ll be furnlshed coples of
reports as they are, recelved . , . v s

C r_‘] The mvestlgatmn requested by you has now been completed Unless
adv1sed to the contrary no further 1nqu1r1es w111 be made by this Bureau. ’

D |:| Pursuant to 1nstructlons 1ssued by the Department no 1nvest1gat1on will -
be conducted in this matter unle ss specrflcally d1rected by the Department

' E ™ Please adv1se whether you desire any further’ mvestlgatmn

F (] This is submltted for your mformatlon and you will be advised of further :
developments

G. [ This is submltted for your 1nformatlon and no further mvestlgatlon w111
~ be conducted unless speclflcally requested by the Department ‘

H. O Thrs covers the recelpt of & complamt and no further actlon w1ll be R
_'taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. e

Enc s
NOTE Mmm& dmummmn 8 8 t ud
aﬁﬁl:uﬁawatuxrmamm s/8/%6. /ﬁ /m

| m&ua dnwdmm emvmu, Jr. on
wmamuu, b i
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. 7 o : L‘: L 'M.M'fv S | Exmn A
‘ ““" OPTIONAY FORMNO, 10 ‘ . mo-noa lmg \ﬂ
1 MAY 1962 €OTION .
G3SA GEN. REG, NO. :r - 3 ‘
ﬁ UNITED STA’ rE%OVERNMENT . - Mr. J. B. Adams et n‘é}
. . * anl ep.

1
) 1 - Mro Do WQ MOOT.'e Jr. . Dép. A
Memomndum RO Rt I »j__*

hdmir‘

S ' (Attn- H. N. Helterhoff) CampYorar,
% Mr' T ¥ LeaVltt \‘é; ©.ooaTe 3/2/76 o
- ‘feﬂ;zf t;ff L 1_ 5r. T. W. Leavitt
‘ . ,1 AR r. J. G. Deegan
FRQM,,, J G Deegan e ‘Mr. J. D. Powell

'”“svmscr f‘"NEWSDAY" ARTTCLE" CONGERNING ;mvf”ﬂvy,;'  PR v
' INVADERS AND DR, MARTIN LUTHER =\ ffi Lol Coun
¢::7KING: JR., DATED | L 1076 . loneK] g

The Eu;pgse is to obtaln approval for. letter to the &
Attorney General advising .him of the results of a review of FBI}) !
files in response to a "Newsday" article which infers that
‘because of FBI- “and-Memphis, "Tennessee, Police Department # \ %
“Tnflitration “of Black youth group._ “called” the Invaders,“the FBR

. was responsible for Dr. Martin_ Luther Klng S assa331natlon.

e The. 2/1/76 issue of "Newsda ay" has an artlcle captio

&"FBI Tied To King's Return to Memphis" by Les Payne. This
article alleges that the FBI through informants and the Memphis,
Tennessee, Police Department through an undercover officer: = .

 infiltrated a Memphis black youth group called the Invaders. Th
TInvaders were particularly militant. On March 28, 1968, there
was a march in Memphis led by Dr. Martin Luther Klng, Jr., Ain

- support of striking Memphis sanitation workers. Serious v101enc
erupted during this march. . Dr. King and his assoc1ates :
considered this violence a threat to Dr. King's reputation’ for. i
leading nonv1olent demonstrations. This fact was 1nstrumenta1 in |
Dr. King's return to Memphls 1n Aprll 1968 A i

»-was assa831nated & . ;

A review of our flles at FBIHQ ?emphls'” s

determlned that we had five informants pro M@'dmverage of tt
nvaders; “but-none of them were in a leader, -position, and none-
wﬁblved in planmning, inciting or particTpating
) Qniy one of“these 1nformants was ever a member of the
'Cﬁ’aInvaders._‘.‘ " e - , N o

. . The Memphls Police. Department d1d have ah undercover,
" officer who was @ member of the Invaders, but there is mo -
" ’indication that he was involved in the violence asSgclatgd,with
"+ a-the Invaders. e yﬂ“w”ig“ T

Enclosuresvg,&wj 3- s “7é
15728460

57MARH%1ek)/~V w '
R (7) CONTINUED - OVER L7
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e ‘-;‘157.8460

‘-Memorandum to M. T. W, LeaV1tt.w;f~”
Re.‘_"Newsday Article Concerning

' Invaders and Dr. Martin Lutl
- King, Jr., Dated February 1

Lm0,

i Attached letter prov1des details regarding the ?f*"
g‘above to the Attorney General for hlS 1nformat10n." !
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagherv
RE: MURKIN " _ ‘

Claude Powell“ Jr.,_was lnterV1ewed and although
-.he also said a meeting did occur, his account differs ‘from
. Leon's.  He states" meeting- -occurred- in about March of

:.1968 and furnlshed other 1nformat10n which d;ffered from
Leon S. . L

‘ Leon stated Pete Dav1s, the bar owner, observed
. the meetlng Claude also stated he thinks Davis was
present at bar at time of alleged meeting. .Our 1nvestlgatlon
showed that Pete Davis did not own the bar at time of
alleged meeting. .

. ‘au polygraph examlnatlons afforded to Leon and
Claude P . Leon's examination was determined to be
-‘“1nconclu;_ve“.and Claude s was determined to be "truthtelllng.“

I . Godfrey 1nterv1ewed and denled any 1nvolvement.
IGodfrey recontacted as ‘to whether he would take a polygraph
. examination and he referred Agents to his attorney. CRD
! contacted his attorney and his attorney subsequently advised T
... CRD that Godfrey is 1nnocent, however, w111 ‘not consent to any ‘
"‘further 1nterv1ew. S
. : Other extens1ve lnvestlgatlon did not develop L
‘"any information to. substantiate this allegatloﬁ~and there ™
. “is mno: 1ndlcat10n 1t is in anyway. connected with Janes Earl R L A
L RaY-' . S ‘ ‘ R s ﬁ-f””

» S CRD rev1ew1ng thls matter to determlne if 1t should v S
v_be presented to a Federal Grand Jury (FGJ) ‘ Sl

'%RECOMMENDATION~’ ‘For’ lnformatlon.* We will continue to N
. .conduct ‘any additional logical 1nvestlgatlon ‘
'.requested by the CRD. -You will be advised of any - :
pertinent developments. You will be ‘advised if the
Department decides to present this matter to a FGJ."

APPRQVED f‘ Comp. Syst....  Kaboratory e
'} BsSOC. DIt oo ExE. Af-falr Legal Coun. . s
. Dep. AD Adup.... i Gen-. lnv N's Plan. & EValu..coooen

o iidente . D .. Rec.. Mgmt....cccine
e mspecﬂom._.. SPEC. INViivemiramaminm:
v Fraining. avvasuasesios:
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher R
‘RE MURKIN S S

‘:.‘%

'DETAILS'- Thls case per“alns te hhe assa351natlon of

Dr. Martin Luther King,:.Jr., on’4/4/68, James .
“Barl Ray pled guilty to”thls murder and. presentky 1s 1n
ﬂlocal conflnement e , Y A ‘

- o You werevadv1sed 1@ pr VLous memoranda that we

) are conductlng an- investigation at the request of the Civil
,nghts Division- (CRD)', U, S. .Department of Justice, to. resolve

.a recent- allegatron,by Leon .Owen Powell and his brother,;
Claude Powell, Jr., that prior to the assassination of

=‘Dr. Klng, they were offered payment to murder Klng.

INITIAL INTERVIEW AND POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION OF N v
“LEON OWEN POWELL: . On 1/4/76, Leon Owen Powell adv1sed he
e ‘ ' recently observed a doeumentary on,
'ﬁtelev1sion wh”'h disturbed his conscience, and felt he had
' : o 10w1ng?1nformatlon to the FBI: “Lh y

ST enxewen Powell clalms he and hlS brother,
ﬁCiaude Powell, Jr., while in Pete's Bar in'Atlanta, in

late October -learly Novenmber, 1967, were approached by a .
‘mutual friend, -Ray Godfrey, whe asked the Powells if they were .
interested in making $50,000. . Godfrey stated he would put: them
in contact with an 1ndrv1dual who would pay them to murder.
King. . The Powell brothérs expressed 1nterest in the. centract o
vto murder Klng and the conversatlon was termlnated Wlth Goafrey.v

”ffthe Powells were approached by an 1nd1v1dual named Ralph
‘j‘(last name unknowh) who Leon described as a white: male, heavy
set, 6"1l" to 2", no accent, well—groomed, late 40s, 2y :
. well-gspoken, and descr Mlawyer type.". Ralph'
approached the. Powell brothers, put his briefcase on ‘the
. .table -and said, "I guess you know why I'm here."' The' - Powel
ﬁﬂrﬁhrothers nodded in assent and Ralph opened his briefcase
V‘Faispleylng what he said was $25 000 -and - then said, "If you' . .
‘decide to ‘take the job, there's $50,000 more when it's comple
- Claude replled to Ralph that they needed time to think it ove
at which time Ralph stated, "If your mind:is not made up now:
‘I 'can't do business ‘with you.ﬁ, Leon stated that Ralph never:
_actually said the money being offered to them was to kill° Klng RO
‘Leon stated neither he nor hls brother were 1nvolved 1n the “gmf?;
'murder of Klng. R R - g

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



_ Memorandum to Mr.vGallagher
RE: MURKIN B

Leon Owen Powell also stated that the only other
1nd1vrduals aware of this meeting with Ralph ' (LNU). ‘

- were his fermer ‘wife, Annie Lois Compos.and Pete Davis, owner
.. of the bar. ' He stated Compos had no first-hand knowledge . .
.and she is- aware of the facts as he .described them to her.

. Davis observed Ralph . (LNU). enter and exit the bar but had
-not entered into the: conversatlon.u Thei xﬁaSQn%herbelleves

. he and his brether were ‘contacted. by. Godfrey is.because hlS'
 brother, Claude, served 5 years fo neél robbery and had a
’\reputatlon for belng an expert.

‘ _ Leon Owen,Powell furnishe 1nformat10n for the
preparation of an. artrst s cenceptlen of Ralph ' (LNU) .

Leon Owen Powell Was afforded a p@lygraph.examlnatlon
) on 1/29/76 ‘During- prebpolygraph interview, Léon Owen Powell
. .stated the meetlng occurred in the fall of 1967. He said after
~the initial meet with, Godfrey,ngalph {LNU) approached them
' in the bar a couple days later. ’Godfrey never mentioned the
- .. “amount of money to be.pa;d other than "big money." He advised
‘- 'while ‘at the bar, someone stated King should be killed, and - -
‘Claude made: statement to the effect he would kill him for thefgfn{Vﬂﬂ"
" right amount of money. ‘When questloned/durlng the polygraph .
about Ralph (LNU) saylng he had $25,000 'in the briefcase, . .~ =
Powell stated Ralph had. only Sald “25,? and there would be A A
‘"50" when King was burled. D o . ‘

A Durlng the- polygraph Powell appeared to have )
g:dlfflculty in breathlng, and stated he was very nervous

. concerning the whole matter. The polygraph examlnatlon was
adetermlned to be “1nconclu31ve ,

R

' CONTINUED - OVER .
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
‘RE. MURKIN

__;TIAL INTERVIEW AND POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION OF
g CLAUDE POWELL, JR.. Claude Powell, Jr., was 1nterv1ewed on
_ : 1/8/76 ‘and :although he also claims a
payment offer was made to kill King, his account differs somewhat .
- from that of Leon Owen Powell. Claude Powell, Jre,
stated that three or four weeks prior to the murder of Klng, he -
~and his brother, Leon, were seated in a booth in Pete's Bar.
“in Atlanta.r Ray Godfrey, a friend of Leon's, joined them in thelr

 booth and engaged in conversation with Leon. Claude paid no

partlcular attentlon to what they were talklng about..‘

.. Godfrey then left the booth and approx1mately ten to
-flfteen minutes later, an unknown subject (unsub), a white '

'male, joined them in their booth. Claude descrlbed the unsub

{(does not remember a name) as a white male,’ 5'8",'med1um build,
- 150 pounds, early 30s, well~dressed, calm and cold in manner

~ and very clean cut, a professional type, such as a 1awyer,’

. having no accent. .The unsub placed an expensive-looking

. briefcase on the table. . The unsub told them he wanted them
. to kill King and would pay .$25,000 now and $25,000 when the

" job was done. .-The unsub then. opened his. brlefcase, which ‘was

- full of wrapped currency, some of which were in $100:

. denominations. . Claude stated he was shocked, assumed it was -
some sort of a joke and he ignored the unsub. . The unsub then"
. closed his briefcase and departed. Claude Powell Jr., stated
- he would not recognize ‘the unsub and was unable to furnlsh
lnformatlon for an- artist's conceptlon. . ;

Oon - l/l9/76 Claude Powell Jr.,‘was afforded a
,iBureau polygraph examination at Mldland, Texas. . The polygraph
. examiner concluded that Claude Powell's response to certain
questlons indicated he 1s.“truthtellzng“ in stating someone

. did, in fact, offer him and his brother $50,000 to. kill

/ Dr. King. Claude Powell's response to another guestion and hlS
“reactions follow1ng ‘the answer 1nd1cate he has possible - e
- knowledge regardlng the unldentlfled pefson who! made ‘the payment ‘
. offer. , . , e

_iCOﬂTINUng; OVER;"
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;;szemorandum to Mr. Gallagher
- [ WBs  MURKIN '_ah,' et

REINEERVIEWS OF THE POWELLS RE?DISCREPANCIES~ Gn 2/5/76,;v

hand on 2/10/76, Leon 0wen Powell, were relnterV1ewed re .
- discrepancies in their’ versions of this 'alleged ingident. .
;n'Leon now says meetxng wag deflnltely in November, 1967.‘ :

fﬁ,about ‘March of 1968, )v Tebn stated he did not. have any
" contact with Godfrey re assassination’ when élaude not present._;

”umjj(Claude sald he later learne %Godfre"‘made,an Lnltlal contact

about ‘the meeting
i ‘ ’ n@r did he have
g any prlor knowledge of whi ¥ ‘
- heon4) Leon states that

w:hls.‘ (Claude says Godfre

/alé not own the bar
Leon now states he

R recalls the name of the

'llt 1s stlll'called Pete

'thNTERVIEWS OF. RELATIVES OF LEON OWEN POWELL AND S
CLAUDE PGWELL, 3R;., ‘Annie Leis Compos, former. wxfe of ;
Leon Owen Powell, after some prompt;ng,

j*“remembered an 1n01dent wherein Leon told her an individual
. had contacted his brother and him regarding the murder of"

- King." Leon told her that the man had a suitcase full of- meney
'and wanted them to murder King. . She stated Leon was:.very
,1ntox1cated when relating the story to her. after the Klng
assassination. She stated that numerous times Whlle Leon
was: drunk, he would talk about varlous kllllngs and krller

.. CONTINUED -
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher

A ko ‘Jackle Powell,_w1fe of Claude, adv1sed the only tlme
she heard about. an incident. involving an offer of money to
assassinate Klng was when her husband meéntioned.it: to her after’
King had been - assassinated - €laude told her he had been ' .

. offered a sum -of money to. assa581nate King but refused the

- contract. = She stated she has been married to Claude for: 20.

Nyears -and: the ‘whole story, in ‘her mind, is a fabrlcatron by:
her: husband Claude, and his'alcoholic. brother, Leon. ' She ' ,

. .stated she felt ‘the: Government was wasting its. tlmé and she (;
\ ‘__was sure the ‘whole: story 1s a fabrlcatlon.g. : : : Lo

IR Other”relativesﬁadvised Leon and Claude have a drlnklng;xrk”‘
"f.problem.;“;l .""' ot R iy

PETE S BAR: “Leon sta“ : ‘e‘meetlng oc urred at Pete’ s e
EIE - Bar in Atlanta in: late Ootober -+ early November:
,[mof 1967,rthen stated the’ meeting occurred ‘in the Fall of 1967
~ o and finally’stated the meeting deflnltely occurred at Pete s
v Bar in November of 1967. S Poomaste g e ‘

, T U Claude stated the meetlng occurred at Pete s Bar
*w”*3 or 4-weeks prior to the ‘actual’ assasslnatlon of King on,
'!4/4/68, whlch wculd pu ‘;he meetlng about March of 1968.‘

PR S Leon stated that Pete Dav1s, owner of the bar,
~,ﬁobserved Ralph (LNU): enter and exit the bar but had not .-
’ ,,,entered into the conversation. . Claude also stated that he
-+ thinks Davis was present durlng the. alleged meeting and als
. thlnks that Dav1s owned the bar ',H G L GNNE v

i . Our 1nvestlgat10n de ermlned that Pete Dav1s
. died of cancer in May of 1975 and was not associated. with "
Pete s Bar at any of the tlmes the alleged meetlng oc“urred

R ‘ Investlgatlon determlned Pete 8 Bar was actually
i -Blll Balley 8 Bar at the time of the alleged. meetlng, s ‘
- Interviews of  former employees of Bill Bailey's: Bar reflected :
.. no information to substantiate that the meeting ever occurred, .
"and no 1nformatlon developed to 1dentify Ralph?(LNU) T -

' CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
‘RE: MURKIN :

INTERVIEWS AND POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION OF ARNOLD RAY GODFREY:. -
‘Ray Godfrey has been fully ldentlfled as. Arnold Ray Godfrey
and was interviewed on 1/13/76. . He advised that he did not .
. talk with either of the Powells re the assassination of King nor
. did he introduce anyone to: them re the assassination of King.
. He denled all knowledge of any assas31nat10n plot re King.:

» When Godfrey was 1nterv1ewed on 1/13/76 he agreed

- to. submit to a polygraph. ‘When he was contacted re ‘the polygraph .

- on 1/16/76, however, Godfrey stated "I am innocent" and then
advised he did not wish to take any polygraph examination and

. did not wish to talk to .the FBI any further. ' He stated if the.

UFBI needs any‘further 1nformatlon, they should contact hls attorney

. OTHER INVESTIGATION- Extens1ve addltlonal 1nvestlgatlon was -
_‘chonahcted including interviews of other relatives, associates,
. ete., of Leon and Claude Powell's and of Godfrey s. No
: information was developed durlng this extensive 1nvestlgatlon
. to substantiate this. allegatlon and no. information was -
- developed 1nd1cat1ng this allegatlon was in anyway connected
w1th James Earl Ray. ' : o ‘ ‘

T
;

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISIOM.f The results’of our lnvestlgatlon
‘ oL have been closely coordlnated
u:w1th the ClVll nghts D1V151on.

‘»n o 1'»"\ :

P On 2/27/76, Mr. Robert A, Murphy, Chlef Crlmlnalﬁi"3 L
~; .Seection, CRD, advised it appeared all logical 1nvest1gatlonﬁ;,jf,
- had been conducted and he would, contact Godfrey's attorney -, .

. to determine if Godfrey would.be made available for further "

interview, including a polygraph examlnatlon, in an attemptzf'“sd'

. to further resolve this matter. xmé

S ‘ "On 3/11/76, Mr. Murphy adv1sed that Godfrey s attorney
" informed him that Godfrey feels he told the FBI everything, is -
_innocent, and will not consent to any further interview and

‘will not consent :to a polygraph examination. Mr. Murphy{‘t,‘4a

. told Godfrey's attorney that he would review this matter . . =
. to determine whether it should be presented to a Federal <
~.Grand Jury and whether Godfrey w1ll be called before the -
. Federal Grand Jury. CoL _ L

S § Mr. Murphy stated he would further review: thlS ‘
~'matter to determine if there is any other loglcal investigation
. to be conducted and would advise if a declslon is made to

~ present this matter to a Federal Grand Jury. .

5()'"“ RIS bt
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ATTORNEY AT LAW
1231 FOURTH STREET, S, V.. |
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20024

. TeLeruone (;;z) 484.0023
v C : C ,4 P lr{
Aprn.l 15 «'1975 g {L.RAL

‘“The Deput§%hfﬁqxney General
U..S. Department of Justice -
Washlngton, D. C. ' 120531

: J On behalf of Mr. Harold Welsberg I am requestlng dlsclosure
of the follow1ng lnformat;on on the assassxnatlon of Dr. Martln

ashes or other. c1garette remaxns found in the whlte Mustang abanaoned
in Atlanba after Dr. Klng s, assa551natlon and all rcports made ln re—"

: '?Thlu rcqucst for dlsclogure is maac undhx thc Plccuom of Lnfcr
matlon AcL, 5 U S. C. 5552, as amcndcd by Pub]lb Lau 93 50 8§HStat.g
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m,mr. anes n. Lssar, Bsquire
... 1231 Fourth Street, 8. w. .
B .Wlshinstﬁn, B Ca 2992‘

L ”Bﬁar Nr, Lasarz‘.

G This !s in furthcr respenss ta the pending aﬁministra-:
otive ap eal ynder the Preedom of Information Act filed by ' -
' you on behalf of your client, Mr. Harold Weisbery, from the
denial by Director Clarence M. Xelley of. the Federal Bureau

. of Investigation of Mr, Weisberg's request for specific

" yvecords and photographs relating ta the assasxinatioa of

ig:ﬁr, wartin Luthnr xing, Jt.

s After'tareful considaration ef this appeai I have ,
‘dccidod to modify Director Xelley's action in this case and

L to grant access to every existing written document, phote-f‘
.. graph and sketch which I consider to be within the scope of
R Welsberg's reqnest.\ Minor axcisions have been made v v
. from the documentz to delets purely internal egency markings
" and distribution notations, as well as the names of ‘Bureau

‘prersennal. In my opinion, the matter so’ exeiseé ia net a

3'”m5‘ﬁﬂyropriate f@r &iscretianary release, - ..

- The results of all "ballistics tosts® }itea'number‘i ;
- of Mr. Welsberg's request], as performed on either the death
- ‘bullet or Mr. Rey's rifle, are included with the materials

xilffto be released,  "Spectrographic or neutron activation analyses
©. . .[iten numbey 2 of the request] were made only on the clothifg '
. worn by Dr. King at the time of his death, = All eight pa

" pertaining to such tests'will be released. The results

}}{‘311 tgeientific tests made on the dent in the wirdowsi
- [item number 3 of the request] are available for release to

© your client, including both written reports and phbtonrapha
. of the window siil and ri¥le barrel. All "phote .
sketches of any suspects ia the assassinatian"}{

MS af ths request} are to ba release&.; '
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sketchos portray only Mr. Ray, as there never were any
. other suspects in the case. It may be that the Depart-.
. ment has no photographs “"taken at the scenoe of the crime" -
" [item number 6 of the request], in the sense your client’
--uses the phrase. To the limited extent that we have
‘photographic and other materials that depict physical
“conditions or events, they will be released to Mr. Weisberg.
- In the event that the non-photographic materials are of .
f“no interest to him, they may be returned. i .

N The Dep:rtment of’Justica never received any S
?“butts, ‘ashes or other cigarette remains" from the 'white:
- Mustang abandoned in Atlants," and for that reason did
_ not perform any scientific. ‘tests thereon [item number 2-
. of Mr, Welsberg's request]. A two page schedule of all
. evidence scquired from the Mustang is iancluded, without
.. charge, in the package to be released. Similarly, as. to -
. _item number 7 of the request, no "information, documents,
DR regorts made available to any author or writer" can be . =
', identified as such in our records, To avoid any misunder-
' standing, I wish to advise you that no release of any. 53
. 'materials relating to the death of Dr. King has been’ made N
- 'to' any person other than law enforcement or prosecutive . .
.+ . authorities, except for the so-called "extradition papers". |
v which were shown in 1970 te Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., i
‘;f‘;Bs uirse, then the attorney for your clieat Mr. Wezsberg,
. -and which are in the public domain.  In 1971 these same
" . papers were made availasble to another person not named in
. item number 7, who may or may mot be a writer, 'In any. '
- event, if Mr. Weisberg wishes access to the extradition
' papers, his written request in that respect should be "
" addressed to the attention of the Freedom of Infoxmatia
" and Privacy Unit in my Office. Based on the foregoing .
facts, I have concluded that there are no records within
the scope of either item mumber 4 or item number 7 of
‘Mr, Weisberg's request. There can, of course, be no
" denial of access where thors is no record; there can be
'“~swno appaal where there has been no«denial ef access

_ £ In adjudicating this nppeal as to it
*Tw’bf Mr. Weisberg's request for “results of any allisti. R
© i tests," I have not included as matters for cdﬂsideration‘,;
' the results of a great number of ballistics tésts: per: '
- formed on rifles other than the one owned bi Mg, Ray.
© "If Mr. Weisberg wishes access to them, he should make av”
' specific written request to Director Kelley, attention ﬁ#m
.. . Special Agent Thomas Wiseman, agreeing to pay both the
' ”“‘,costs of reproduction and the special search fees which
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' will be necsssary to locate and identify tha gsame, as

. provided by 28 C.F.R. 16. 9(b)(6). In addition, in an -,
- effort to save your client considerable expense, I '
2" have construed item aumber 6 so as not to encompass

1,K1ng's clothes,. the: inside of the room rented by Mr.

. . . If Mr. Weisberg does, in fact, wish copies of these
v w0 yophotographs, he should make a further request for them

~..end agree to pay the reproduction and special search g
_,gmnswnhﬁubamwwwh,w, ) e

LR S Ybur clioat vill now be furnished sevanty-ene
,»g;wh;pages ‘of material for which the charge is tem cents per
“.." page, the two-page schedule of evidence at no charge, -
. fifteen black and white photographs at their reproduction
© . cost.¢f forty cents each and three color photographs at
. their reproduction cost of three dollars each. Please
¢ remit $22.10 to the F.B.I. headquarters office, Washing- -
“i-otom, Dl €. 20537, attention Special Agent Wiseman, B
. specifying whether you wish the naterisls mailed or held
- for you to pick up., “As & matter of my discretion, I am

v waiving $80.00.4in special search fees which could be

;request;and another ane fer many of the same matcrials.

‘ﬂﬁecause of the nnminsl axcitioas of agancy mark

‘that if Mr. Welsberg is aissazisfled with my action on

this appeal, judicial review thereof is available to him

i in the United States District Court for the judicial . -

.. distriet in which he resides, or in which he has his

‘ principal place of busimess, or in the District of
;Columgia, which 1s also whore thc records ho saeks are x

“3‘Harold Rm Tylar, Jr.‘vs L M
’;jDeputy Attorney Genarai L
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- the geveral hundred photographs im Bureau files of Dr.-hi?"”

‘. “Ray, or variocus items of furniture and personal property. .

 charged for non-clerical work in connection with this  ?

;ingsrand the nsmes of agents, ] am required to advise you L




.JAMES H. LE‘.SAR
"L+ ATTORNEY AT LAW - .

1231 FOURTH STREET, S. W.

. WASHINGTON, D, C. 20024 .

" TELEPHONE!(202) 4846023 .

-~ Decembex 29, 1975 -

'Deputy Attorney General
e Se. Department of: Justlce
'Washlngton, D. C. g 330 0

“Your let ‘ : ‘1975, is apparently 1ntended‘to A
Tglve th appearance of good falth compllance Wlth Mr. Harold Wels—.

15 request spec1f1ed that he
sts performed in connection
. assassination,  Yet. you re-g

It aleo inc udes“
-any objects

olney Brown two or three months ago,'hev .”

sald that the‘Department would. have no objection to a procedure which
"sberg to examlne ‘these photographs flrst, then AR
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jfselect whlch ones, 1f any, “he: w1shes to have copled for h1m.
'of course, w111 save everybody time and‘money.-.w»:w‘ g

M“1n the: past ThlS 1s why I phoned Mr. Wlseman -on December922nd to B
sh lf he could arrange for_Mr. Welsberg to view the photographs of‘A_

1stlcs comparlsons Wthh the FBI dld
notwmthstandlng Mr. Shea swletter 4

and sketches of suspect*t'ﬂv
'James Earl Ray was there neve

. ?a I sho'ld a 50 . 1nform‘you that Mr.
‘sketch of“

‘or reports made av]fﬁ <
trter "can be 1den_1fled a3 such in our-record
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R The alternatxve, of QOuuS”,wlsftO proceed to take desposztlons
and testimony. from these officxﬁls and writers. and letithe dlstrlct
court determlne ‘the matter. I think thlS ‘is unnecessary,” since ‘the
‘fact that FBI materlals were made available to writers and" authors S
. is inconteéstible. I note,‘for example, that “in his book The’ Strange‘*‘f

- Case of James Earl Ray, Clay Blair, Jr. thanks the FBI for its

f}a551stance. In raddition;, Mr. Welsberg informs me that ‘some’ of thee'

‘;7wr1ters listed in his information. request have copies: of such ev1dence’

as the autopsy " photo aphs. which have been denied James Earl Ray's

f;jdefense and that' they have' flashed FBI reports ‘on- the Klng assa591na-
~“tion in order to lmpress,people.‘ Moreover, one of the writers

mentioned in Mr. Welsbergfs request has: obtalned coples of the bank
records of Ray s s;ster, Carol Pepper. i RS : : v

e ~In closin .let me,apologlze or the delay in respondlng to
i Ayour letter.‘ I work ‘entirely alone. I have no secretary or law ot
. .clerk to: assist me and must of necessity do my own typing: ‘and  filing. .
‘}jRecently I have been very pressed for tlme ‘and thls accounts for the
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