
Memorandum /
PARTMENT OF JUSTICE

TO

subject:

3iM*au**

^ "* ’ "^ *^Mj^rr • • *• . • « ' ■' * ' t ' ' • ■ .

Director \ . y
Federal Bureau of Investigation

M-U»7^

, ^UNITED STATES GOVb^XMENT

. Luthef King,' Jr., Victim;
Conspiracy Against Rights, 
CIVIL RIGHTS • '

DA™ A*1-11 “» «68

^UMfc^t.

Stephen J. Pollak - ••
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division .

Unknown subjects; Dr. Martin fO t \

I have been advised by telephone that 
Luther King was this date shot and wounded 
unidentified person or persons in Memphis,

Dr. Martin 
by an 
Tennessee

where he traveled to lead a demonstration march 
scheduled for April 8, 1968. .. .. . - .. ’

Please conduct a full Investigation into a 
possible violation of 18 U.S.C. 241 and keep me 
currently advised of all development?

^-3^'-l°T
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (DR. MATIN' LUTHER 

^ING, JR.)

FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, THE NOVEMBER ’5, 1976

EDITION OF THE "COMMERCIAL APPEAL", A DAILY NEWSPAPER AT

Dep. AD Adm-t, 
Dep. Ad Inv—

Asst Dir.:
Adm. Serv, __  
Ext Affair* . 
Fin. & Pers.. 
Gen. Inv^U 
Idcnt ____  
I mail.__ _  
Legal Conn, 
Plan. A Insp. 
Rec. Mgt___  
S. & T. Serv. 
Spec. Inv. _ 
Training_

Telephone Rin. 
Director's Sec’y

MEMPHIS, REFLECTS THAT INVESTIGATORS FOP THE HOUSE COMMITTEE A”E

CURRENTLY IN MEMPHIS REVIEWING RECORDS OF THE KING MURDER '’’HIGH

ARE NOV IN THE POSSESSION OF THE SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL. SUBPOENAS HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN SERVED ON THE 

SHELBY COUNTY ATTORNEY GENERAL.

TO DATE, THIS OFFICE HAS HAD W CONTACT MITH TH* HOUSE 

COMMITTEE INVESTIGATORS.

W C
W A

doo aacm
coK

K
n

THF ABOVE B^ING FURNISHED FOR THE BUREAU’S INFORMATION.
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT

UNITED STATES G^ERNMENT

Memorandum
Mr. GalLagh

S. Reelman
1
1
1

)HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS

date: 11/8/76

- Mr. Gallagher
- Mr. Ingram
- Mr. Peelman h

©•p* AD Adm. 

D.n. AD fn»..

Inf.H.

La bar at ary .

1 - Mr. Cooke
1 - Mr. Burton
1 - Mr. Deegan

PURPOSE: To furnish comments by the Civil Rights Section, { t-^ 
General Investigative Division (GID), as to Committed 

access to the Civil Rights investigation into the assassinaticA 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Bufile 44-38861).

SYNOPSIS; House Select Committee on Assassinations has 
requested access to FBI files and Department of 

Justice files concerning'the assassinations of President 
John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (copy of 
Committee letter attached). Legal Counsel Division has 
requested comments from GID re Committee access. (Copy of 
Legal Counsel memorandum attached.) Dr. King was assassinated 
on 4/4/68 and the FBI conducted an immediate Civil Rights 
investigation per the request of the Department. Our 
investigative results were furnished to the Department and 
based upon the authority from the Department, certain pertinent 
investigative results were furnished to the State of Tennessee 
authorities. James Earl Ray pled guilty on 3/10/69 to the 
murder of Dr. King before a state court in Tennessee and
presently is in local confinement. In November, 1975, the j 
Attorney General directed Assistant Attorneys General Pottinger( 
and Thornburgh to review the files relating to Martin Luther

M

King ahd make a recommendation as to whether the assassination ■— 
case should be reopened. In April, 1976, the Attorney General ^
requested the Department's Office of Professional Responsibility 
(OPR) to complete the review of all records re Dr. King- «
The Department's OPR still has this King matter under review. 
Any decision relative to Committee access to the Civil Rights 
assassination investigation of Dr..King rests within the

2

province of the 
advised that in

Department. The Department should also be 
making its decision it should also consider:

Enclosures (3) M
, •—*«1M..
1HNH:bam 

^144-38 861
(8)\ .'*

JOI®-IM

7

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

S^W^^O^\J^^ '̂

?DDr:<DU?l PAGE

NOT RECORDED , —

167 DEC 9 1976 
CONTINUED - OVER 5
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--s«g^ 
Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
REj HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

(1) What authority the Committee has to request access;
(2 ) What effect access would have on the local prosecution 
and the rights of Ray who has his case under appeal to the 
U. S. Supreme Court. ("Washington Post" article re his 
appeal attached); (3) What effect Committee access would 
ha*ve on privacy of those individuals who furnished information 
in a criminal case; (4) If Department grants access, it should 
oppose disclosing identity of informants or persons who 
furnished information on a confidential basis and (5) What 
action it intends to take to obtain third-agency clearance 
including foreign Governments; (6) The decision to furnish an 
itemization of material turned over to another agency remains 
within the province of the Department; (7) The FBI has not 
prepared any summary of the King assassination investigative 
results other than that contained on the summary (synopsis) 
pages of each report and a reports containing a prosecutive 
S^imi^y;T"t^) The Civil Rights Section recommends no meeting 
with staff members until Department makes its decision.

RE COMMENDATION; That these comments of the Civil Rights
Section be furnished to the Criminal Section of 

the GID (attention Mr. Len S. Burton), which section is 
coordinating the overall GID response to this matter.

APPROVED:

Director....^.... ^...„ 
Assoc. Dir.yil.,1— 

Dep. AD Adm............
Deo. AD hv.......... _,

Adm. Serv....... .......... Legal Ccun..... ...........
Ext. Affairs............. Plan. & tnsp....... ......  
Fin. & Pers.. ,..................... Rec. MgL.......... ..—;.
Gon. 'r.v..... ............... S. & T. Serv.............. 
Idcnt............M.......... Spec. Inv................ ...  
Intoll............................ Training............... _....

DETAILS: The House Select Committee on Assassinations has 
and Department of' requested access to FBI files

Justice files concerning the assassinations of President John F. 
Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Committee letter 
attached). The Legal Counsel Division has requested 
comments of the GID as to the Committee's access to these 
files ..^(copy of Legal Counsel memorandum attached).
The Civil Rights assassination investigation of Dr. King is^^^ 
located in Bufile 44-38861. T

2
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MemotanSuM..to Mr. Gallagher

j BOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

1 Dr. King was shot to death by an assassin's bullet
while standing on a balcony of a motel in Memphis, Tennessee, 
on 4/4/68. The U. S. Department of Justice requested the 
FEI to conduct an immediate Civil Rights investigation into 
this assassination which was confirmed in writing by a letter 
from Stephen J. Pollak, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights 
Division, to the Director of the FBI, which requested a full 
investigation into a possible violation of Title 18, U. S. 
Code, Section 241, (possible conspiracy to violate the Civil 
Rights of Dr. King, namely, the right to travel interstate.)

The FBI conducted an extensive, exhaustive investigation 
into this assassination and James Earl Ray was identified as the 
assassin. Our investigative results were furnished to the 
Civil Rights Division, U. S. Department of Justice, and based 
upon the authority of the Department, certain pertinent investigative 
results were furnished to the appropriate local authorities in 
the State of Tennessee. On 3/10/69, in state court, Memphis, 
Tennessee, Ray entered a plea of guilty to charges of the 
murder of King and received a 99-year sentence. Ray is presently 
in local confinement.

By letter dated 12/4/75, the Attorney General of the 
United States advised that on 11/24/75, he directed Assistant 
Attorneys General J. Stanley Pottinger and Richard L. Thornburg 
to review the files relating to Martin Luther King at once in 
the light of recent testimony, and make a recommendation as to 
whether t*he assassination case should be reopened. The 
Department had complete access to the Civil Rights assassination 
investigative file during its review.

On 4/29/76, the Attorney General of the United States 
issued the following news release:

"I have directed the Offich of Professional Responsibility, 
headed by Michael Shaheen, to complete a review of all records 
in the Department of Justice concerning the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. The Civil Rights Division, under the 
personal direction of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley 
Pdttinger, completed on April 9 a five-month preliminary reviews
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Mei^iandum to Mr. Gallagher

RE| HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

of riles at FBI headquarters. As a result of this 
preliminary review, the Civil Rights Division has 
reconmended that the review be carried forward to completion 
with an additional examination of records at FBI 
headquarters and field offices. It is believed that more 
than 200,000 documents may be involved.

On the basis of this preliminary review, Assistant 
Attorney General Pottinger stated that his tentative 
conclusions were (1) there was no basis to believe that 
the FBI in any way caused the death of Dr. King, (2) no 
evidence was discovered that the FBI investigation of 
the assassination of Dr. King was not thorough and honest, 
and. (3) instances were found indicating that the FBI under­
took a systematic program of harassment of Dr. King in 
order to discredit him and harm both him and the movement 
he led.

In ordering on April 26 the complete review by
Mr. Shaheen, I directed that the investigation be completed 
forthwith and that answers to four specific questions be 
furnished to me and FBI Director Clarance M. Kelley on the 
basis of the review of all documents:

— Whether the FBI investigation of Dr. King's 
assassination was thorough and honest;

1— Whether there is any evidence that the FBI was 
involved in the assassination of Dr. King;

— Whether, in light of the first two matters, there 
is any new evidence which has come to the attention of the 
Department concerning the assassination of Dr. King;

— Whether the nature of the relationship between the 
Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal prosecutions, disciplinary 
proceedings, or other appropriate action.

Mr. Pottinger pointed out that the Civil Rights 
Division has been continuously investigating allegations 
concerning the assassination of Dr. King as these allegations 
com^ to the attention of the Department.
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

-■ ^%4<i

The Department's OPR still has this matter under 
review and has had complete access to the Civil Rights 
assassination investigative files both at FBIHQ and in all 
of oar field offices.

The decision as to what access, if any, the Committee 
has to the FBI file on the Civil Rights assassination of 
Dr. King, therefore, rests entirely within the province of the 
Department of Justice. The Department should also be advised that in 
making its decision relative to Committee access, it should also 
consider the following:

(1) The Department should determine what authority 
the Committee has to request access to the Civil Rights assassination 
investigation of Dr. King. For example, is it. requesting such 
access for a specific legislative interest? If not, such access 
by the Committee could be construed by some as an effort by 
a legislative body to act as a "grand jury" even though James 
Earl Ray has already been processed through the court system;

(2) . The Department should determine what effect 
any such Committee access to our investigative results in the 
Civil Rights assassination investigation of Dr. King (including 
the physical evidence, FBI Laboratory and Identification reports, 
etc.) would have on the local prosecution of James Earl Ray 
and upon the rights of Mr. Ray, who has recently appealed his 
conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court. ("Washington Post" 
article re appeal attached). If necessary, the Department 
should resolve this with the State of Tennessee authorities 
and with Mt. Ray's counsel;

(3) The Department should determine what effect 
any such access would have on the privacy of those individuals 
who furnished information to the FBI in a criminal case the 
FBI was investigating (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 241);

(4) If the Department grants access to the Committee, 
it should oppose disclosing the identity of any informants 
or persons who furnished information on an expressed confidential 
basis;
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Bemorafitan to Mr. Gallagher .^^^
B: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

| (5) If the Department grants Committee access,
the Department should advise what action it intends to take ■ 
to obtain third-agency clearance including obtaining authority 
from those foreign Governments which furnished investigative 
results, such as Canada (where Mr. Ray stayed and 
obtained a passport) and London (where Mr. Ray was 
captured);

(6) The decision to furnish an itemization of 
any material which has been turned over to any other individual 
or agency remains within the province of the Department. For 
instance, certain material was turned over to the State of 
Tennessee authorities based upon the authority of the 
Department and the Department would have to make a decision 
as to whether this itemization could be made available to the 
Committee. Other material from our files has also been made 
available pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act;

(7) The FBI has not prepared any summary of the Civil 
Rights investigation of the assassination of Dr. King. Neither 
the Civil Rights Division nor the OPR requested such a summary 
during its review. Each investigative report contains a summary 
(synopsis) page and a prosecutive summary report and a non—prosecutiv< 
summary report were also previously prepared. There is, of course, 
extensive public source information available concerning this 
matter;

(8) Inasmuch as any Committee access to the Civil 
Rights investigation of the assassination of Dr. King remains 
within the province of the Department, the Civil Rights Section 
of the GID recommends that no meeting be held re the Civil Rights 
investigation with staff members of the Committee until the Departmen 
makes its decision in this matter.

These comments of the Civil Rights Section of the 
GID are in no way intended to be obstructive but it is felt 
the Department must resolve these issues before it can make a 
determination as to whether or not it will grant Committee
acces^to the Civil Rights investigative file on the 
assassination of Dr. King.
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J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher Memo 
Re: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE

ON ASSASSINATIONS 
^j.

Addendum: 'legal counsel division pvpnncz 11/12/76

^^" As to the questions raised by the General Investigative 
Division in this memorandum, Legal Counsel Division makes the 
following observations:

The authority of a committee of Congress to make a 
request for information is derived from the authority to seek 
information to fulfill a legislative function, and in this 
instance this particular committee is acting pursuant to a 
resolution of the House of Representatives. The more critical 
question rather than the authority for the request is the kind 
of information the committee will receive, and it is for this 
reason that the standards set forth in the agreement between 
the Attorney General and the Chairman of the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence, Frank Church, are being used to 
govern this question.

The possibility, of course, could be raised that 
the Select Committee on Assassinations is not a properly 
constituted Committee in that it has\oeen created to serve 
a legislative function, but it is not believed advisable nor 
desirable to raise this particular issue since there would 
appear to be little hope of obtaining support in the Department 
or elsewhere in such a challenge.

Concerning the invasion of privacy "of those indivi­
duals who-furnished information in a criminal case." It should 
be noted the Privacy Act does not preclude or prohibit respond­
ing to a legitimate request of a committee of Congress. The 
question of protecting identity of informants, persons who 
furnished information on a confidential basis, raised in this 
memorandum is addressed in the aforementioned agreement between 
Senator Church and the Attorney General which is governing the 
furnishing of information to this committee and provides for 
the protection of the identities of such people. The third 
agency rule providing for clearance prior to the furnishing 
of information to the Committee will also be followed.

CONTINUED - QVER-^
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J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher Memo
Re^^HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
f 'W'ASSASSINATIONS ■- ;i*^'

I The problem presented by the fact James Earl Ray
was convicted of the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
may be currently appealing his conviction is known to the > 
Department, and Larry Callaghan, Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General, Office of Legislative Affairs, has indicated this 
factor will not preclude committee access to the information 
involved.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the captioned Committee be granted access to 
the information they seek, governed by the agreement with the 
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Activities.

arerovek Adm. Serv.„.
Ext. Affairs___

Dfr«ctor..Nt^__
AS'-OC.

DSC. AD Acim.........
Intcll....

Fin. & Pers, 
Gen. |nv._ C 
Idem........ 2

LegalConn.
Plan. & Insp______ „
Rec. Mgt................— 
S. & T. Serv......... .
Spec. Inv...............
Tracing................

- 8 -
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King Murde,

Date - 10/9/76

'i-.J

^Ray Appeals 
Conviction in

* jU&eeU'ted Prws

James Earl Bay, convicted killer of 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King Ju asked the Supreme Court 
yesterday to review his case, claiming 
he was “set up to take the rap for a 
crime he didn’t commit."

Ray’s appeal said he was ' framed 
by the FBI and local police, and then 
coerced by his own attorney to plead 
guilty against his will."

James H. Lesar, the Washington at­
torney representing Ray. wrote in ask­
ing the court to review Ray's . 
jonviction: “The charge is that those \ 
sho did kill Dr. King are still at

■ large, protected in part by the unwill­
ingness of the courts to face these un- I 
pleasant facts.

The petition did not mention an in­
vestigation recently begun by the

. House into the assassinations of King 
. and President Kennedy.

King was killed by a rifle blast as 
J be stood on a motel balcony in Mem­

phis In 1963.
Ray was arrested in London and 

brought back to the United States to
■ stand trial He pleaded guilty.

In his petition, Ray, now an inmate
■• serving a life term in the Tennessee . 

state penitentiary, said a thorough re­
view of his conviction is needed be- • 
cause potential conflicts of interest 
between two of his attorneys denied 
him "effective assistance of counsel” 
Ray was represented originally by at­
torneys Arthur Hanes and Percy Fore­
man.

The Washington Post__  
Washington Star-News _ 
Daily News (New York! 
The New York Times_  
The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer _ 
The Los Angeles Times
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The Associate Director 11/4/76

^Le^al Counsel ^— * ^Mtw- _ .

• Chairman Thomas Downing by letter dated 11/2/76,
addressed to the Attorney General, requested, inter alia, access 
to FBI and Department of Justice files concerning the FBI’s in­
vestigation into the assassinations of JFK and MLK. Additionally 
they asked for an itemization of all such material in the pos­
session of either the Department or the FBI that may hive been 
transferred to another individual or agency And .a summary of 
both investigations. '

"' As to their access to FBI files, it is believed they 
should be granted access to the same extent that the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence Activities was granted. This 
position is consistent with what we understand has been in 
Departmental discussions with the Committee concerninc this 
matter. Such access would include deletions'or excisions of 
material which night disclose informants, sensitive sources or 
methods and involve obtaining third-agency clearance.

As to the portions of the request including an 
.itemization of the material in the FBI’s possession, it is 
believed that this particular topic should be discussed with 
representatives of the Committee so that an understanding as to 
the needs of the Committee and the ability of the Bureau to 
comply can be met. , ? .... » • • . • ' .

Enclosure . * ''. l-.‘. .’.‘ -

<212- Hr. Gallagher - Enc. . . :* I ' * A ‘ ‘ ^.--^
1 - Mr. Leavitt - Enc. •■ v ; J
1 - Mr. Mintz - Enc. - < •< RECOMMENDATIONS - OVER
2 - Mr. Daly - Enc. .. . , |

PVDilad Fncfc,^ > • « .M3*

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS .

PURPOSE:

To advise of receipt of a letter addressed to the 
Attorney General dated 11/2/76 (copy attached) , from Chairman 
of captioned Committee, for review of FBI files and Department 
of Justice files concerning the assassinations of President 
John F. Kennedy (JFK) and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK).

DETAILS; • • • ' ■ \
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Lega! Counsel -o the Associate Director 
RE: HOUSE SELECT C0524ITTEE OH ASSASSINATIONS

RECOfCTN DAT IONS :

(1) That the General Investigative Division in 
coordination with the Intelligence Division furnish their 
consents as to Committee access to FBI files.

(2) That the Office of Congressional Affairs in 
coordination with the General Investigative and Intelligence 
Divisions furnish a response to the Department concerning access 
to the files requested including a recommendation for a meeting 
with staff members to clear up questions they might have.

(3) That the Intelligence and General Investigative 
Divisions designate a supervisor to be a contact point for 
responses to Committee requests and advise Office of Congressional 
Affairs, Legal Counsel Division. •
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To:

From:

QFFICCO^ ^Vi; ■'^^S! ,̂
AUlTANr ATTO*MtV GE*C*<U

Legislative Affairs

November 3, 1976

Paul Daly

Mike Dhlmann

Please send your recommendation 
regarding President Kennedy's files to my 
attention.
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^ U^>. J&ousc of ittj’T'cntjtibts
' ' * »4I HOUSE OFFICE Ou MO. ANNEX*

- 4 ‘ ' Washington. D.u. 20S1S

RECEIVED November 2, 1976

NOV 3 £75 .

Honorable Edward Lev^L„.'\, *
Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice . . . .
Washington,-D. C. '

Dear Mr. Attorney General: ’

The House Select Committee on Assassinations is interested 
in examining all the material relating to the assassinations of 
President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., which 
is in the possession or control of the Department of Justice and 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. •

The Committee is also interested in obtaining an itemization 
of all such material chat has been in the possession of either the 
Department of Justice or the Federal’Bureau of Investigation but 
which has been turned over to any other individual or agency.

We are most interested in immediately obtaining a summary 
report of the investigations of both assassinations which has been 
prepared by either the Department of Justice or the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation.

I will appreciate it if you will advise me of the most expeditious 
manner for the staff of my Committee to gain access to those files.

* I’shall look forward to hearing from you. With kindest regards 
lam ' * .

i' Sincerely,

11 NOV 1976
p

O.R.O#

JSA D°Wn1^lCE OF LEgXuBYE AFrAlRL

• FED. BU. 07 .W.
TND/ca

•y^v*?*^ *

^FHTLJ^JJ^GL1.?!?^ A
FED. BU. e
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SCo625 329^6352

MARTIN LUTHER KING, J*., HH

Assoc. Dir.---------  
Dep. AD Adm----  
Dep. AD lav-----

Asst. Lir :
Adm. P-rv. .._>—. 
Ext. Affairs----  
Fin & V' 
Gen. lav 
Ident. 
fntdi 
I-gal r m 
Flam A Tn p. ---- 
Rec ”
S A ' ' ‘tv. .. - 
Spec. lev  
Tr i • .,' ------

TH-oh ... R i. - 
’,ir ^ tb Sec’y - -

ALFRED WILLIAM MARTINEZ, 807 GREENWOOD AVE., SACRAMENTO,

CA, PHoNE 3 72-0 780, NOW Uh PRvoATIvN, ADVISED TELEPHUnICALLY 
i 1/23/76 fS^T IN 1966-67 HE NAS IN SALT LAKE CITY COUNTY JAIL 

WITH- BILL "SlMPo N1 S AGE Note ABOUT 66 IF ALiVe, uN BURGLARY 

CHARGE, CHARGE AGAINST SIMPuNIS PoSSibLY ROoBiRY, AND MARTINEZ 

WROTE ^ETTERS TO JAMES EARL RAY 1N MEMPHIS, TENN. FOR SIMPoNIS 

AS olMPuNlS^ILL WITH bMPHYbEMA. SIMPUNlb TOLD MARTaNEZ To Go

To MEMPHlo WHEN HE GoT OUT AND CONTACT RAY TO PULL OFF A BIG / ^

job. Martinez couldn’t get cLoTHbb and money for travel Sv

VEH WENT. oNLY SiMPuNIb Wo Li LU Know IF TH:

WAS ANY CuNhECTIoh WITH KING’S DEATH fiEC-52 '^ /

salt laKo city identify sivipunis and interview re aspvl

9 DEC e

A^/74/ -^ /Xx «■ : -u‘ ^ ^'f ^(^/ k/so/v.
;* ;" 4<

84 DEC 17 1976
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DE

J01 33501002 IP J* 7 b

HP SC

SU

r™ "ov 7wx^- /^ 
SALT LAKE CITY/1G0- 11666) (RUC)

TO DIRECTOR (

BT

CLEAR

12667^ ROUTINE

SA CP AM ENT 0/(100-2492) ROUTINE

MARTIN LUTHER KI NG , JR

Assoc. Dir. ------—.
Dep. AD Adm.
Dep. AD Itiv. , .

Asst Dir.:
Adm. Serv. -------- /
Ext. Affairs —_/ 
Fin. & Pe9Si™ * 
Gen. Inv. S^J^F 
Ident------ loC..
Intell.----------------
Legal Coun. ------
Plan. & Insp. -
Rec. Mgt------------
S. & T. Serv--------
Spec. Inv. ---------
Training ———

Telephone Rm. — 
Director’s Sec’y----

RE SACRAMENTO TELETYPE, NOVEMBER 24, 19 76.

RECORDS OF SALT LAKE COUNTY SO, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, 

SHOW WILLI'AM SIMPONIS FINGERPRINTED BY SO UNDER NUMBER

4 1233 ON JULY 26, 1966, FOR DYER.ACT. RELEASED TO U.S. MARSHAL

AUGUST 19, 1966. RETURNED BY MARSHAL JAVARY 29 19 62, FROM

U.S. MEDICAL CENTER AND RELEASED TO MARSHAL MARCH 9.196*

SO RECORDS CONTAIN EXTENSIVE ARREST PECORD FOP SIMPO

BEGINNING

BROWN EYES

933194 -759 5#3!5. SIMPONIS HAS FBI

VAS BORN 6’, 160 POUNDS, BROWN HAI^

RESIDENCE IN 1966 WAS 1919 CAMARILLO. SAN PEDRO

CAL I FOR NIA

846E6/ia&2A^/| W-3m>/
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PAGE TWO SU 100-11666

IN VIEW OF EXTENSIVE ARREST RECORD OF SIMPONIS, IT IS 

SUGGESTED BUREAU CHECK IDENTIFICATION DIVISION FOP MOST 

RECENT INCARCERATION AND THEREAFTER SET FORTH 15»D FOR 

INTERVIEW OF SIMPONIS.

NO RECORD OF SIMPONIS AT COUNTY SO OR SALT LAKE CITY 

INDICES AFTER I960.

PT
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RECEIVED
TELETYPE unit
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921.H OE MEONH ESVEEEd 9202

/W^T^ 9261 z1030 ^ 8

3X13

*33X1*1 .'! I ?X
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CLEAR TELETYPE ROUTINE

n^" ? f 7t /
FM DIRECTOR (400-106670) 11-30-76

TO SALT LAKE CITY (100-11666)

BT -

CLEAR a. i .

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. RM.

REURTEL NOVEMBER 29, 1976.

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION FILES REFLECT THAT WILLIAM

BROTSIS AKA WILLIAM SIMPONIS, FBI NUMBER DIED

JULY 14, 1968 AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS, 

SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI.

: L - ^ ocWtHUl* WUsH^.

C0n*OWWs StCu-^
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Assoc. Dir.

r tuttm t'^ i. J J.S ^t*, itiAJ £; j 
^r mwss otonSyO^^ 3 3 70 47 57

CLEAR

Dep. AD Inv.
Asst. Dir.:
Adm. S- v. 
Ext.
Ri
GeW 
Ident. 
Intell.
Legal Coan. ____  
Plan. & Insp_____ 
Rec, Mgt.______
S. & T. Serv_____
Spec. Inv. 
Training 

Telephone Rm. __
Director’s Sec’y----

. rs.

PARTIN Ll^vHrrptej-JF. PM

pr DyprAH TELE°HONE CALL, NOVEMBER 30, 1976.

FOR INFORMATION SACRAMENTO, IDEWIFICATION DIVISION FILES 

PErL^CT SlMOnM IS DIED JULY 14, 1968, AT MEDICAL CENTER FOP FEDERAL 

ppicgnn-cc, SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI.

RECORDS SALT LAKE COUNTY SO, UNDER NUMBER 4 3 761, SHOW

ALFRED WILLIAM MARTINEZ ARRESTED JUNE 4 , 1967, FOP RECKLESS ///

9 DEC 9 <•"&

8 4 DEC 1 7 1976 ^ ~Jfft/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RECEIVED
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UEC I lloafH’/S

■ ' -IF JUSTI££
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PAGE TWO SU 44-253

DRIVING. GIVEN 97 DAYS OP SI 35 FINE, RELEASED JUNE 5, 1967.

AGAIN ARREST'D? J UNE 2?, 1967, FOR SECOND DEGREE BURGLARY. ALSO

ARRESTED AUGUST 4, 1967, FOP PUBLIC INTOXICATION, NO DISPOSITION, 

ARRESTED NOVEMBER 6, 1967, ON BENCH WARRANT ISSUED ON CHARGE OF 

JUNE 29, 196 7. SENTENCED FEBRUARY 13 , 19 6 8, TO 6* DAYS IN JAIL, 

Tun-M PROBATION. RELEASED APRIL 3, 1968, TO PROPAT ION OFFICER.

MARTINEZ ’ FBI NUMBER BOR N  CANYON

CITY, COLORADO, 5'9", 135 POUNDS, BLACK HAIR, BROWN EYES, 

OCCHPAT ION LABORER , S SA N

LT. GARY DELAND, JAIL COMMANDER, SALT LAKE COUNTY SO, 

ADVISED no RECORD MAINTAINED OF CORRESPONDENCE SENT RY PRISONERS 

during pertinent period.

AIR MAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS WITH COPY OF PREVIOUS CORRESPONDENCE

PT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



RECEIVED
? TELETYPE UNIT

Oec I 9 38 PH ’76
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TELETYPE

URGENT

CLEAR 12/2/76

1 - Mr. Helterhoff
FM DIRECTOR (44-38861) 

TO SACRAMENTO URGENT 

KANSAS CITY URGENT 

MEMPHIS URGENT 

SALT LAKE CITY (44-253) URGENT 

BT 

C L E 4 * 

MURKIN J

RESCTEL NOVEMBER 24, 1976, AND SALT LAKE CITY TELETYPES 

NOVEMBER 29, 1976, AMD DECEMBER 1, 1978.

REFERENCED SACRAMENTO TELETYPE ADVISED A8 FOLLOWS: 

"ALFRED VILLIAM MARTINEZ, 807 GREENWOOD AVE., SACRAMENTO, 

CA, PHONE 372-0780, NOV ON PROBATION, ADVISED TELKPHONICALLY 

11/23/76 TEAT IN 1966-67 HE VAS IN SALT LAKE CITY COUNTY JAIL

WITH BILL 8IMP0NI8 AGE NOV ABOUT 66 IF ALIVE, ON BURGLARY

CHARGE, CHARGE AGAINST 8IMP0NI8 POSSIBLY ROBBERY, AND MARTINEZ

WROTE LETTERS TO JAMES EARL RAY IN MEMPHIS, TENN. FOR 8IMP0NI8

--------------- AS SIMPOMIS ILL WITH EMPHYSEMA. SIMP0NI8 TOLD MARTINEZ TO GO
Dap. AD Adm. —

“To?'"—TO MEMPHIS WHEN HE GOT OUT AND CONTACT RAT TO PULL OFF A BIG
Atat. Dir.: 1

Adm. Sarv.---------
Ext. AHoir#-------
Fin. & Per*. -----
Gan. Inv.--------r
Ha nt. -------------—
Ins paction----------

SEE NOTE ^QE ^I^8

g4»W^WILROOM TELETYPE UNIT
fbi/d-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Dec Z 4 36 PM 76

RECEIVED 
TELETYPE UNIT

REC'D-CIV T'CHTS 
r :

Dec I 4 Mi; H/g
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PAGE TWO SC, KC, ME, SU CLEAR

JOB. MARTINEZ COULDN'T GET CLOTHES AND MONEY FOR TRAVEL

SO HE NEVER WENT. MARTINEZ SAID ONLY SIMPONIS WOULD KNOW

IF THERE WAS ANY CONNECTION WITH KING'S DEATH.

SALT LAKE CITY IDENTIFY SIMPONIS AND INTERVIEW RE ABOVE."

SALT LAKE CITY DETERMINED FROM RECORDS OF SALT LAKE

COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE THAT WILLIAM SIMPONIS, FBI NUMBER

DATE OF BIRTH AND ALFRED WILLIAM

MARTINEZ, FBI NUMBER DATE OF BIRTH

PREVIOUSLY INCARCERATED AT SALT LAKE COUNTY JAIL. BASED ON 

A REVIEW OF THE RECORDS, IT APPEARS THE ONLY TIME SIMPONIS 

AND MARTINEZ WERE INCARCERATED TOGETHER AT THE SALT LAKE 

COUNTY JAIL WAS FROM EITHER JANUARY 29, 1968 TO MARCH 2, 1968, 

OR FROM FEBRUARY 13, 1968 TO MARCH 2, 1968. THE JAIL MAIN­

TAINS NO RECORDS OF PRISONER'S CORRESPONDENCE DURING THAT 

PERIOD.

FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORDS REFLECT WILLIAM SIMPONIS 

DIED ON JULY 14, 1968 AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS, 

SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI. BUFILES 26-357906 AND 26-367222, 

SALT LAKE CITY FILE 26-25319 REFLECT SIMPONIS SUBJECT OF 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN MOTOR VEHICLE CASES

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE SC, KC, ME, SU CLEAR

IN 1965 AND 1966. BUFILES CONTAINS NO INFORMATION IDENTIFI­

ABLE WITH MARTINEZ.

SACRAMENTO REINTERVIEW MARTINEZ IN DEPTH CONCERNING 

HIS ALLEGATIONS, AND DETERMINE IF HE IS IDENTICAL WITH 

MARTINEZ, DATE OF BIRTH QZZZIZZZZZZ1N0TING RECORDS OF 

SALT LAKE COUNTY JAIL REFLECT THIS MARTINEZ WAS NOT 

INCARCERATED THERE WITH SIMPONIS IN 1966-1967. DETERMINE 

CONTENT’S OF LETTERS HE ALLEGEDLY WROTE TO JAMES EARL RAY 

FOR SIMPONIS. DETERMINE IF HE CLAIMS THIS IS THE SAME 

JAMES EARL RAY AS THE SUBJECT OF THIS CASE AND, IF SO, HOW 

HE MAKES THIS DETERMINATION. DETERMINE IF HE RECALLS 

SPECIFIC ADDRESS TO WHERE HE ALLEGEDLY SENT THE LETTERS. 

DETERMINE HOW AND WHERE MARTINEZ WOULD HAVE CONTACTED RAY 

IF HE HAD BEEN ABLE TO OBTAIN CLOTHES AND MOUTHY FOR TRAVEL. 

ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION FROM MARTINEZ WHICH WOULD 

CORROBORATE HIS ALLEGATIONS.

KANSAS CITY AT SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI, REVIEW RECORDS 

OF SIMPONIS AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS INCLUDING 

DETERMINING CAUSE OF HIS DEATH.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FOUR SC.. KC, ME, SU CLEAR

MEMPHIS REVIEW INDICES A?® FILES CONCERNING ANY PRIOR 

INFORMATION ON SIFPONIS AND MARTINEZ.

ALL OFFICES SUTEL SUIEARY RESULTS, FOLLOW BY LHM.

SALT LAKE CITY SUBMIT LEM REPORTING INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 

AT SALT LAKE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE.

BT

#

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FIVE SC, KC, ME, SU CLEAR

NOTE: This is the Civil Rights assassination investigation 
of Martin Luther King, who was killed on 4/4/68 in Memphis, 
Tennessee. James Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder and 
presently is in local confinement.

Alfred William Martinez has made allegations that 
while incarcerated with Simponis in 1966-1967, he wrote 
letters to James Earl Ray in Memphis, Tennessee, for 
Simponis and Simponis told Martinez to go to Memphis when he 
got out and contact Ray to pull off a big job. Martinez 
states he never went. This instructs appropriate offices 
to conduct additional investigation to resolve these 
allegations. On 11/30/76, Fred G. Folsom, Jr., Task Force 
Leader, Office of Professional Responsibility, United States 
Department of Justice, which office is presently reviewing 
our investigation of King, was advised of these allegations 
by Martinez and that we would be conducting certain inves­
tigation to resolve these allegations, and he concurred.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
JULY 1070 EDITION 
OSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101.11.6

UNITED STATES GOV^iNMENT

Memorandum
TO < : X) DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) date: 12/7/76

FROMyi^jo^C 5 WO (44-703) (P«)

subject: ; ' murkin ■

Re Bureau airtel to WFO dated 11/12/76.

Docket of U. S. Supreme Court showed:

Case Number: 76-5508

Title of Case: JAMES EARL RAY vs. Warden
J. H. ROSE

Petition filed on 10/7/76.

Brief for respondent in opoosition filed 11/22/76.
Distributed 11/26/76.

The petition contained no serious allegations 
against the FBI.

a#
’« DEC 8 1976

Bureau

6010-110

2- WFO
(1-66-5^13)

DFH:emc
(4)

1977 Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DIRECTOR, FBI (M-3886I) 12/7/76

SAC, WFO (44-703) (P*)

MURKIN

Re Bureau alrtel to WFO dated 11/12/76.

Docket of U. 3. Supreme Court showed:

Case Number: 76-5508

Title of Case: JAMES EARL RAY vs. Warden 
J. H. ROSE

Petition filed on 10/7/76.

Brief for respondent in opposition filed 11/22/76.
Distributed 11/26/76.

The petition contained no serious allegations 
against the FBI.

aiukhx

(2)- Bureau

2- WFO
(1-66-5413)

DFH:emc
(4)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



F B I

Date: 12/7/76

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL 
(Precedence)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ,
ATTENTION: BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING SECTION 

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL DIVISION 7)

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (100-16800) (RUC)

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; 7 '
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; $
COST DATA , , '

In response to Bureau nitel dated 8/6/76, requesting 
monthly reports on manpower spent on Departmental review of New 
Orleans FBI files on captioned subject, New Orleans reports no 
such activity since last reported.

UACB, no further monthly submissions will be made by 
New Orleans, until subsequent activity is directed and under­
taken in this matter.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIi 
herein IS UNCLASSIFIED IDATES^O-S^fi^ I

CD - Bureau ' r n
3 - New Orleans (1 - 100-16800) 

(1 - 157-10673) 
(1 - 66-2855)

CHA:pd 
(5)

’ Approved: 

84 DEC 21 1976

Special Agent in Charge

6 oTt

Sent M Per

a
u

ta
im

r
s m

m
 T*

N°r Recorded
46 °£C « Wb

GPO : 1975 O - 580-595
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3SCWS 3412242

RR Hw

DE BS

R 061E25Z DECK'S

FM B0ST0NX15 7-S44)

TO DIRECTOR ROUTINE

T

CLEAR

ATTENTION BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING SECTION, FINANCE AND PER
division; "'/^ucki^

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW,.COST DATA

RE BOSTON TT NOVEMBER 11, 1976.

DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER, 1975, HO COSTS WERE

A<int : ■ - 
Ext. /-.” • . r
Fin. t- / wt-j *
Gen. i.'.v. F.......
Ident------ - -------  
Ink?. ------------- 
Lc?*’ " ’'■"’•■ ------
Pla .1 r ••-------  
Re- w. .-----—
g. A ^ v- 
Spec. ir-v. --------  
Train- ■ -----

Tel-;'' —
Direc^i- 7y—

INCURRED IN. THE BOSTON OFFICE IN REGARD TO ABOVE-CAPTIONED MATTER.

3T

All INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE2_J^BY5m^

O
JU

G
aW

L
 FI

L
E

D
 IN

NOT RECORDED
46 DEC 14 1976

7AfF^
8 4 DEC 3 0 1976
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DIRECTOR, FBI 12/6/76

SAC, PHILADELPHIA (100-56121)(SQ12)(RUC)

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW 
COST DATA

JR. O

Re Bureau airtel to all SACa, 8/6/76; Bureau ' 
teletype to all SACs, 10/5/76; and Philadelphia letter 
to Bureau, 11/9/76.

The following is provided per request in Bureau 
teletype, 8/6/761

I. MANPOWER

None

II. COSTS

None

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
UC^r;^-:^;t-■ . ■ a •

l.C'3-3-« SflAlitmL. 0
^- Bureau (RM)
1 - Philadelphia (100-56121)(SQ12)
MRt jtnd
(3) z

/ HOT’RECofcoBT”

^6 j£C W 1976

8 4 DEC i 7 1976
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' • -V ■ L -•- “’ *•**»• !•»*•*,•‘!',

'?^V?cVnws sect'OH

DEC Ob 1976 
V^YPt

C00893 3401948

RR HQ

DE CO ^

R 05 1940Z DEC 76

ZFM COLUMBIA ( 100- 106)
.^O^IrECToR ( 100-106670) (ROUTINE)

BT -
CLEAR a.^ /Tlw^ "

ATTENTION BlDGET ANO ACCOUNTING SECTION, 

FINANCE A^ PERSONNEL DIVISION

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; CUST DATA.

RE BIREAU NITEL, AUGUST 6, 19 76, AND CoLUMblA 

TELETYPE To BUREAU, NOVEMBER 4, 19 76.

IN CCoRDaNCE WITH BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS SET FoRTH IN BUREAU

NITEL AUGUST 6, 1976, THE FoLLo^lNG STATISTICAL INFORMATION BEING

FURNISHED FuR PERIuD ENDING NOVEMBER 30,1976:

1. MANPOWER UTILIZATION: NoNE Auo SiV

2. UNUSUhL CoST: NoNE INCURRED. ^-^- F /

B T ^ O 74

SX/J^^ £

^ ^ NOT^R ECORDED

46 j£C 9 1376

8 4 DEC i 7 igyg

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Transmit the following in

F B I

Date: 12/3/76

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)

Via

TO:

(Type in plaintext or code)

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
(ATTENTION: BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING 
SECTION FINANCE AND PERSONNEL DIVISION)

FROM: SAC, TAMPA (157-3231) (RUC)

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW 
COST DATA

Re Bureau teletype, dated 8/6/76.

11/1/76
Following data submitted re costs at Tampa 

through 11/30/76:

Manpower - none

2. Unusual Costs - none

^

JNMsvep(3) H

ALL INFORMAPO"! CONTAINED

ORDED

i

Approved: Sent Per
♦ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1M9 O • 34509G (11)

_ . Special As^nt in Charge
84 0Eb2 1(976

S/5^ l^^c

U

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74,

1

F B I

Date; 12/3/76

Transmit the following in---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL_______________________________
(Precedence)

TO:

FROM:

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)
(ATTN: BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING SECTION -

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL DIVISION) 7

SAC, NORFOLK (100-7488) (P)

MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW; 
COST DATA

AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED

« DEC

Norfolk has nothing to report in connection with 
this matter for the month of November, 1976.

HEREIN IS ^’^

Re Norfolk airtel to the Bureau 11/1/76

Approved: Sent
Special Agent in Charge

LWKjsjm 
(3)

<WD
^p^^)1^

NOT
j 1976

1376

GPO : 1*71 O - 590-802

8 4 DEC 17 1976
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL
Via-________ __

TO

FROM

RE:

,SAC, SALT LAKE CITY

Re

1

2

j

F B I

Date: 12/3/76

Personnel Division)Finance and

(44-253) /)

JR

Manpower

Unusual Costs None

Special Agent in Charge

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW 
COST DATA

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)
(Attn: Budget and Accounting Section

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Precedence)

« 1976

M

Sent

st ;zm
< T

v?r*r

Bureau teletype dated 8/6/76

None

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN is U^y s^U&tf/x

NOT RECORDED

46 DEC 9 1976

- Salt Lake City

WJG:nsb
(3) 17 D

Approved:

8 4.DEC 1 7 1976

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74)

J

F B I

Date: 12/3/76

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

IType in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL - REGISTERED 
(Precedence)

TO

ffltU^ROM

MARTIN

Bureau nitel, 8/6/76.

REVIEW:

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) .
(ATTN: BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING SECTION, 

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL DIVISION)

SAC, BUFFALO (100-18626) (RUC)

DEPARTMENTAL
COST DATA

LUTHER KING, JR

Re

costs were incurred regarding captioned matter 
by the Buffalo Division during November, 1976.

No

As no future costs and/or work is anticipated in 
Buffalo, New York, this case is being placed in a RUC status 
UACB. Should future expenditures be generated, Buffalo's 
monthly report will be reinstituted

Bureau (AM) (RM) / dc&cAtJ ?!>+/)£> 
1 - Buffalo

DAHjjeh 
(3)

ALLlMORMA*.^^
Bl DEC Hr

Approved:_____________________________________________
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M Per

CFO : 1975 O - 590-992

4 DEC 1 7 1976
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FD-36 C 74-74)

Transmit the following in

Via airtel

TO

FROM:

SUBJECT:
A-

" r 
।

FBI ।
I

Date: 12/3/76 ।

/Type in plaintext or code) ,

(Precedence)

DIRECTOR, FBI v .
(ATTN: BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING SECTION, \ V 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL DIVISION)

SAC, LAS VEGAS (100-1607) (C)

(pd7&

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW C? 
COST DATA

ReButel, 8/6/76.

,197E

Sent

cpo : 1975 □ - sw-ew

not

46 SEC 14

O
R

IG
IN

A
L

 FI
L

E
D

 K

The Las Vegas Office expended no man power and 
no unusual or out-of-the-ordinary costs during the month 
of November, 1976, in connection with captioned matter.

HERFmS'™ CONTAIN 
SIS UNCLASSIFIED

Bureau / ^s^t/cc/ ^^/^ e^£

1 - Las Vegas 
AJQ:jrl 
(3)

'■*/?/%

l
Approved;------------ --- - --------------------------------

0^0 3 0 '976 Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




