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(5) If the Department grants Committee access,
the Department should advise what action it intends to take-:
to obtain third-agency clearance including obtaining authority
from those foreign Governments which furnished investigative
results, such as Canada (where Mr. Ray stayed and
obtained a passport) and London (where Mr. Ray was
captured) ;

(6) The decision to furnish an itemization of
any material which has been turned over to any other individual
or agency remains within the province of the Department. For
instance, certain material was turned over to the State of
Tennessee authorities based upon the authority of the
Department and the Department would have to make a decision
as to whether this itemization could be made available to the
Committee. Other material from our files has also been made
available pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act;

(7) The FBI has not prepared any summary of the Civil
Rights investigation of the assassination of Dr. King. Neither
the Civil Rights Division nor the OPR reqguested such a summary
during its review. Each investigative report contains a summary
(synopsis) page and a prosecutive summary report and a non-prosecutiwe
summary report were also previously prepared. There is, of course,
extensive public source information available concerning this

matter;

(8) 1Inasmuch as any Committee access to the Civil
Rights investigation of the assassination of Dr. King remains
within the province of the Department, the Civil Rights Section
of the GID recommends that no meeting be held re the Civil Rights
investigation with staff members of the Committee until the Departmen
makes its decision in this matter. :

These comments of the Civil Rights Section of the
GID are in no way intended to be obstructive but it is felt
the Department must resolve these issues before it can make a
determination as to whether or not it will grant Committee
access~to the Civil Rights investigative file on the
zésassination of Dr. King. :
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“PAGE TWO SU 10M-11666

IN VIEW OF EXTENSIVE ARREST RECORD CF SIMPONIS, IT IS
SUGGESTED BUREAU CHECK IDENTIFICATION DIVISION FOR MOST
RECENT INCARCERATION AND THEREAFTER SET FORTH L¥AD FOR
INTERVIEW OF SIMPONIS.

NO RECOPD OF SIMPONIS AT COUNTY SO OR SALT LAXE CITY
INDICES AFTER 196%,

BT
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PAGE TWO SC, KC, ME, SU CLEAR
JOB. MARTINEZ COQULDN'T GET CLOTHES AND MONEY FOR TRAVEL
SO HE NEVER WENT. MARTINEZ SAID ONLY SIMPONIS WOULD KNOW
IF THERE WAS ANY CONNECTION WITH KING'S DEATH.
SALT LAKE CITY IDENTIFY SIMPONIS AND INTERVIEW RE ABOVE."
SALT LAKE CITY DETERMINED FROM RECORDS OF SALT LAKE
COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE THAT WILLIAM SIMPONIS, FBI NUMBER

- DATE OF BIRTH| AND ALFRED WILLIAM

MARTINEZ, FBI NUMBER-DATE OF BIRTH | |

PREVIOUSLY INCARCERATED AT SALT LAKE COUNTY JAIL. BASED ON
A REVIEW OF THE RECORDS, IT APPEARS THE ONLY TIME SIMPONIS
AND MARTINEZ WERE INCARCERATED TOGETHER AT THE SALT LAKE
COUNTY JAIL WAS FROM EITHER JANUARY 29, 1968 TO MARCH 2, 1968,
OR FROM FEBRUARY 13, 1968 TO MARCH 2, 1968, THE JAIL MAIN-
TAINS NO RECORDS OF PRISONER'S CORRESPONDENCE DURING THAT
PERIOD.

FBI IDENTIFICATION RECORDS REFLECT WILLIAM SIMPONIS
DIED ON JULY 14, 1968 AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS,
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI. BUFILES 26-357906 AND 26-367222,
SALT LAKE CITY FILE 26-25319 REFLECT SIMPONIS SUBJECT OF

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF STOLEN MOTOR VEHICLE CASES
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PAGE THREE SC, KC, ME, SU CLEAR
IN 1965 AND 1966. BUFILES CONTAINS NO INFORMATION IDENTIFI-
ABLE WITH MARTINEZ.

SACRAMENTO REINTERVIEW MARTINEZ IN DEPTI! CONCERNING
HIS ALLEGATIONS, AND DETERMINE IF HE IS IDENTICAL WITH
MARTINEZ, DATE OF BIRTH[  |NOTING RICORDS OF
SALT LAKE COUNTY JAIL REFLECT THIS MARTINEZ WAS NOT
INCARCERATED THERE WITH SIMPONIS IX 1966-1967. DETERMINE
CONTENTS OF LETTERS HE ALLEGEDLY WROTE TO JAMES EARL RAY
FOR SIMPONIS. DETERMINE IF HE CLAIMS THIS IS THE SAME
JAMES HARL RAY AS THE SUBJECT OF THIS CASE AND, IF SO, HOW
HE MAKES THUIS DETERMINATION. DETERMINE IF HE RECALLS
SPECIFIC ADDRESS TO WHERE UE ALLEGEDLY SENT THE LETTERS.
DETERMINE HOW AND WHERE MARTINEZ WOULD HAVE CONTACTED RAY
IF LE HAD BEEN ADLE TO ORTAIN CLOTHES AND MONEY FOR TRAVEL.
ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION FROM MARTINEZ WHICH WOULD
CORROBORATE NIS ALLEGATIONS.

KANSAS CITY AT SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI, REVIEW RECORDS

OF SIMPONIS AT MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS INCLUDING

DETERMINING CAUSE OF HIS DIEATH,
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PAGE FOUR SC, ¥C, Mr, SU CLEAR

MEMPHIS REVITW INDICES ANWD FILFS CONCERNING ANY PRIOR
INFORMATION OM SINMPOMNIS AND MARTINEZ.

ALL OFFICES SUTEL SUMYARY RESULTSE, FOLLOW RBY LM,
SALT LAKE CITY SUBMIT LI REPORTING IMVESTICATION COMNDUCTED
AT SALT LAKY COUNTY SFERIFF'S OFFICE.

BT
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PAGE FIVE SC, KC, ME, SU CLEAR

NOTE: This is the Civil Rights assassination investigation
of Martin Luther King, who was killed on 4/4/68 in Memphis,
Tennessee. James Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder and
presently is in local confinement.

Alfred William Martinez has made allegations that
while incarcerated with Simponis in 1966-1967, he wrote
letters to James Earl Ray in Memphis, Tennessee, for
Simponis and Simponis told Martinez to go to Memphis when he
got out and contact Ray to pull off a big job. Martinez
states he never went. This instructs appropriate offices
to conduct additional investigation to resolve these
allegations. On 11/30/76, Fred G. Folsom, Jr., Task Force
Leader, Office of Professional Responsibility, United States
Department of Justice, which office is presently reviewing
our investigation of King, was advised of these allegations
by Martinez and that we would be conducting certain inves-
tigation to resolve these allegations, and he concurred.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

JULY 1973 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101.11.6

UNITED STATES GOV.XNMENT

Memorandum

TO - DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
\ mﬂ' C, WFO (44-703) (P¥)
SUBJECT: ' MURKIN
Re Bureau airtel to WFD dated 11/12/76.
Docket of U. 8. Supreme Court showed:
- Case Jumber: 76-5508
Title of Case: JAMES EARL RAY vs. Warden
J. H. ROSE
Petition filed on 10/7/76.
Brief for respondent in opvosition filed 11/22/76.
Distributed 11/26/76.
The petition contained no serious allegations
argainst the FBI.
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