





PAGE THREE 100-106670 CLEAR

NOTE: The Attorney General has ordered a review of our
King investigations. It is to be conducted by a task
force of OPR and is a continuation of a previous review
by the Civil Rights Division of the DOJ.

Baltimore has been telephonically furnished contents
of teletype. Task Force personnel have been advised concerning
address of Baltimore Office and appropriate FBI personnel to
contact. Baltimore has been instructed to refer any questions
concerning the review to Deputy Assistant Director J. O. Ingram
or SA V. R. Thornton.
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PAGE TWO MEMPHIS CLEAR

NOTE: This is the Civil Rights assassination investigation
of Martin Luther King, who was killed on 4/4/68 in Memphis,
Tennessee. James Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder and
presently is in local confinement.

Alfred William Martinez has made allegations that
while incarcerated with Simponis in 1966-1967, he wrote
letters to James Earl Ray in Memphis, Tennessee, for
Simponis and Simponis told Martinez to go to Memphis when he
got out and contact Ray to pull off a big job. Martinez
states he never went. From investigation conducted to date,
it appears the only time Simponis and Martinez were incarcerated
together at Salt Lake County Jail was from either 1/29/68 to
3/2/68 or from 2/13/68 to 3/2/68. Prison records reflect
one Jimmie W. Ray of Memphis, Tennessee, was on correspondence
list of Simponis in 1968.

By Butel 12/10/76, Memphis instructed to locate and
interview Jimmie W. Ray. By teletype 12/14/76, Memphis
advised Mrs. Betty Ray Brashear advised her brother,

Jimmy Wayne Ray, previously resided at address listed on

correspondence list. Memphis discontinued investigation

and this instructs Memphis to have Jimmy Wayne Ray inter-
viewed.
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MO 44-T7&7 PAGE TWO 7L. R
ACHTT RECSPIRATORY TLLMESE,

FILT DISCLOSED SIYPONIC INCARCERATED SALT LAXE CITY
counTy Jail, SALT LA¥® CITY, UTAH FROM JULY 26, 1966 THPC PH
AT, 19, 194 AND AGAIN ON JaM, 29, 1969,

FILE DISCLOSED OM MAR, 2, 1968, SIMPONIS RECUESTSD TO
CNRPTSPOND W ITH ONT FREDDIF MARTINEZ, RT, 1, BOX 472, ORCHATD
PaR¥, CamOM CITY, COLO,, AND AL ON MA®, 25, |9€8 PEQUESTED
TO CORPTePOMD WITY ONE JIMMIE W, RAY, 4% CLAPICF DR, , MEMPHIS,
Tenw, ROTY WERE APPRQVER, HOWEVER, FILE CONTAINS NO COFPESPOMDENCE,

N opPRIL 1, 1969, ONE JIMMIE W, PAY, P,0, P0X §, OLIVE
PPANCY, MTISSISSIPPI, MADE INQUIRY THROUGH MCFP RF wILL IaM B,
QIMPOM TG, PAY WAS ADVISED APRIL 3, 1969 OF SIMPONIZ" DEATH,

MEMPU TS, AT MEMPHIS, TENN,, ATTFMPT TN DETERMIME IF JIMwMIEZ

W, Rav

s AS SET FORTW ABOVE, COILD R2E INENT TCAL TO JAMES EaRL PaY,
ATR MATL COPITS FOR TINFQ FIRMTISHED SACRAMENTO pND SALT

La¥X® CITY,
LEM™M FOLLOYWS,

RT
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2apE TN 50 177-407 CLTAR

[}
-1

CANMTeUALE TO TURTE wONTHE TH WUAT HE EELTEVES wpS LAST PeoT

1962 0F TaRLY 19¢7

- e

VAT TUT7 ADUISTD DURTING THIS INCARCERAT I0W WT RFCAME

FRITWRLY MITH W ILLIAM SIMPONIS, ME ADYISED SIMPONICS wAS ILL 'ITH

s |

EMPUYITNMA . AND AT QTIMPONISY REGUEST MARTINMEZ "ROQTE SREVERAL LTTTERC

UE ADV IGED HE WROTE APPROXIMATELY TWREER LETTERS A WFEY

DURING THE ENTIRS PEPIOD HE 1AS IMCARCERATFTY, TO AN IND IYIDITAL

IMENTIFTFD A J AMIG BaAY AVD EAPL RAY BEY SIMPONICS HE ARUTICGED HE

-

]
MATLTD TUESE LETTERS TO MENMPHIS, TEMNECSEE, 20T HE COULD HOT

PENMENRER TUE ADDRTCT,  MART INEZ ADVISED HE WAD ¥WFPT A SHUOF

3

o¥
MLL 0F LETTSRS ME RECTIVED FROW RpY AND SOMZ ITEMS WHICH PRLONETD
TO 2IvsONTe, MARTIMEZ ADVISED TWO OF THESF LETTERS WERT
£DDR FSSED TO WIM AMD THE REST TO SIMPONIS, MT ADVISFD UT LOST
TUTe™ TTTMC TOUR OR FIVE VYEARS AGO ANMD HAC MOT RERN ARPLE TN
LACATE TH oM™,

MARTINEZ ADVISFD THE CONTENTS OF TPE LETTERS USUALLY
FAMETSTTR OF TUFD ADAIT WUTN STMPANTE UAS COINR TO GFT OUT OF
JATL AND MY THEY 50ILD GET TOGET WFR, MARTTNEZ CANNOT THINK OF

ANY QTU®P TOPICS AROUT WHICH HE MERATE,

MARTINE7 HAS TOLD RY SIMPONTS THAT HE SHOULD CONTACT 2pV
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DART TUPTT sC 17 497 CLEAR

WoETN ur aOT O1T OF JAIL AND “"TEAT TUTY HAD f JOR £OTNE O3 THTY
FOULN MTER SOME WELP 0% T3 THAT T 0OULY MOKF QUITE A PIT OF
FONTY 0% TT ANR T WONLDM'T HAYT TO WORPY AROUT WORY ANY MODT "
SIMPOMTIC MEYER IDENTIFIED AMY VICT TMS OF SUCY A PLAN, BT 2DUISED
STmMeAM TS WATFN DPLACY PEOPLE YEBY MUCH BUT UT NFYSE MENT JONEN
MART TH  LITUEE X ING, JP,, OP AYY OTHER BLACKS SPECIFICALLY THAT
uT CQULD FEMEMBER

MAPT INT7 ADY ISTD WHEM VT 0T QUT OF JaIL SIMPONIS GaUR HIM
T UPET LFTTFRS WRITTEN 2Y SIVPOKIS TO BE MAILED TO RAY, MAPT TNF7
ANUTETH UT NI NOT BFAD CONTENTS OF TVECE LETTERS 20T HE nID 27

THTNM, MAPT INT7 ADVISTD HE HAS TQ MAINTATN CONTAOT WITY SIMPANTS,

PUQ T RULD ANUTSE HTv TO £ TO MEYPUIS AT A SPEOTFITD TIME, AND

TUAT STMPONTS WONLD HOVE MATLED A PICTIPE OF MARTIWSZ TO PAY FO©
PrREQET AT INENTIF ICAT 10N, WHEN THIS OCCURRED, PAY MAS TN MEET
MAETTMTZ AT MEMPUTS ATRPORT ON A DFSIGWATED DATE, YART TNET
ADUTSTR UF NEYFR CONTACTED SIMPONIS AFTER WE COT 00T OF JaTl 1
CALT LAXT QITV AN WA T ARPFSTERN FOP BIRELAPY IN CANYON CTTY,
COLAEANN, AND SENT TO COLORAND STATE PRICON FROM MAY 2 ¢, 1967,
ONTTL THE LAST OF 1967,

MART INEZ FIRTURR ADVISED ME WRATE LFTTERC FOR SIMPONIS TO
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PArT RIUR oC 17/ 7 AbLéﬁD
SOLfﬂTFC TN INTERPYIEW FOR ANY IMFQ PERT INENT TO THEIR COMMECT TON,
QP CONNECTION AR IILLTIAY SIMPOMIS, WITH JAMES BARL FpY OR .
CAPT IONFD MATTER,

Lne ANGELES AT CARDENS ATTEMPT TO CONTACT AND INTFRVIRW MICY
SIMPON I® RY TUE AROYE CONNECT IONS ANMD CAPT IONED MATTER,

Luv FOLLOWE,
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PAGE TWO ME 44-1987
ON MAY 29, 1967, RAY ENTERED PLEA OF GUILTY IN USDC, MEMPHIS,
AND WAS SENTENCED ON JUNE 1, 1967, TO EIGHTEEN MONTHS PROBATION,
MRS . BRASHEAR STATES RAY NOW RESIDING AT UNKNOWN ADDRESS IN
NEW ORLEANS, LA., WITH HIS WIFE AND FAMILY,
MEMPHIS SEES NOTHING TO BE GAINED BY PURSUING THIS MATTER
FURTHER AND NO LEADS BEING SET OUT FOR NEW ORLEANS.
BT

HOLD
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PAGE TwC ME 44-1987 ~ LERAK

NEw ORLEANS NOTE THaT JaMES EARL RAY IS KNOWN TO HAVE
BEEEN RESIDING AS p FnGITIVE IN LOS ANGELES DURING THE PERIOD
MARTINEZ AND SIMPONIS wERE INCARCERATED TOGETHER AT SALT LAKE
COUNTY JaIL.

SIMPONIS wAS SENTENCED AUGUST 12, 1966, AT SALT LAKE CITY,
nTaH, FOR ITSMV VIOLATION. HE waS CONVICTED UNDER TITLE 18,
ECTION 4246, HAVING BEEN FOUND INCOMPETENT TO STAND TRIAL.
HE wAS COMMITTIED TO NMEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS (NMCFP),
SPRINGFIELD, MO., AUGNST 21, 1966, AND RELEASED JANUARY 27,
1968, HE RETuRNED TO COURT AND WwAS AGAIN COMMITTED TO MCFP
MARCH o, 1968, aAND DIED THERE ON JULY 14, 1962. WHILE AT MCFP
SIMPONIS REQUESTED TO CORRESPOND WITH ONE JIMMIE W. RAY, 492
CLARICE DRIVE, MEMPHIS. HIS REGUEST wAS APPROVED, ON APRIL 1,
19€5, ONE JIMMIE w,. RAY, P. C. BOX 6, OLIVE BRANCH, MISS.,
INenIRED OF SIMPONIS THROUGH MCFP AND wAS ADVISED OF SIMPONIS®
DEATH.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE ME 44-1927 c LEKR

MEMPHIS OFFICE HpS LOCATED MRS. BETTY RAY BRASHEAR, 451
CLARICE, MEMPHIS, THE SISTER OF JIMMIE wAYNE RAY WHO PREVIOWSLY
RESIDED 490 CLaRICE, MEMPHIS. JIMMIE wAYNE RAY, FEI NO.
SZ4936F, waS ARRESTED AT MEMPHIS JaNUARY 19, 1967, FOR TFIS AND
ON FEBRUARY 7, 1967, wAS COMMITTED TO MCFP, SPRINGFIELD, FOR
OPSERVATION. HE REMAINED MCFP UNTIL MAY, 1967, AND APPARENTLY
¥NEW SIMPONIS DyRING THAT TIME,

THE BUREAU HAS INSTRUCTED THAT RAY BE LOCATED AND INTER-
VIEWED "TO DETERMINE IF SIMPONIS CORRESPONDED WITH HIM WHILF
IN JaIL IN SALT LAXE CITY, NATIRE OF ANY SUCH CORRESPONDENCE,
AND wHETHER HE HaS ANY ASSOCIATION wITH JAMES EARL RAY OF
CAPTIONED MATTER."™ MRS. BRASHEAR DOES NOT KNOW RAY'S ADDRESS
BuT STATES HE RESIDES IN NEw ORLEANS, LA., AND IS EMPLOYED RY
» BOAT COMPANY. RAY DOES NOT wORK ON A BOAT BUT WORKS FOR 4
COMPANY wHICH CPERATES ECATS. RAY IS A WHITE MALE, BORN [ |

| AT LEVISBURG, MISS. IN 1967 HE waAS DESCRIBED AS 6'L" TsLL, Pl

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE FCnR ME 23-1987 CLFA?’
176 POUNDS, PLACK HAIR, EROWN EYES, HE wAS DISCHARGED FROM THE
ARMY IN 1963 FOR "REASONS OF NERVOUS EREAKDCWN AND ATTEMPT
TO COMMIT SyICIDE." SINCE SIMPONIS 17AS INCOMPETENT TC STAND
TRIaL AND SINCE RaY HaD SUFFERED A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN AND HAD
ATTEMPTED SyICIDE, IT wOULD APPEAR THEY HAD MUCH IN COMMON AT
MCFP AND WERE VERY LIKELY ACQUAINTED. MENPHIS IS CONVINCED THAT
JIMMIE WaYNE RaY IS THE INDIVIDUAL TO wHOM MARTINEZ ADDRESSED
LETTERS FOR SIMPONIS, AND THAT MARTINEZ IS OBVIOUSLY MISTAKEN
IN BELIEVING HE wROTE LETTERS TO JAMES TARL RAY AT MEMPHIS,

NEW ORLEANS AT NEW ORLEANS, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE JINMMIE WAYNE
RaY AND INTERVIEw. BUREA!U HAS REGUESTED TO SUTEL RESULTS 10
EnREAY.
BT

HOLD
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10
MAY 1582 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 .
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT A o i
Dep. AD Inv. __
Asst. Dir.:
Admin.
Memorandum
Comp. Syst,
Ext. Affairs ___
TO ! Mr. J. S. Peelmymimr DATE:12/22/76 o
Ident.
Inspection
FROM : E. J. McDono ::::mr,
i 1 - Mr . Lawn Legal Coun. __
: . Plan.& Eval. __
SUBJECT: MURKIN Toaning
Telephone Rm. __
Director Sec'y ___

On December 21, 1976, Office of Professional
Responsibility (OPR) representative Jim Kieckhofer
interviewed Unit Chief Edward J. McDonough, Civil Rights
Section, relative to his knowledge of the supervision of
the Murkin case in 1968. 1In line with Kieckhofer's questions,
he was advised that Special Agent (SA) Richard E. Long was
the case Supervisor, SA Edward J. McDonough was Unit Chief,
SA Joseph G. Kelly was Number One Man and SA Clement L.
McGowan was Section Chief and the mail relating to leads
and developments in the investigation were handled in that
chain of command. With respect to communications from legal
attaches, Kieckhofer was advised that the originals came
to the General Investigative Division (GID), were processed
through the section chief to the case supervisor and copies
of these communications also went to the liaison section
at the Bureau. He was advised that pertinent developments
were brought to the attention of the Number One Man, James R.
Malley and Assistant Director Alex Rosen and from thence
through the chain of command to the attention of the Director . _ .
as evidencedby notes on teletypes and/or memos in the Mu¥Kin —

file. ~§T'l CS REC-52 '/7/7 = /»:v ., Eff’? e

With respect to supervision of the case, he was . ..
advised that the Special Agent In Charge in the field had ™~
primary responsibility for running the case in the field
and the Bureau had supervisory responsibility to suggest
leads, arrange support facilities, keep officials advised
and in general maintain overall administrative supervision
of the case. He inquired as to who originated the search
of fingerprint records to identify the assailant and he was
advised that it was SA McDonough's recollection that Mr. Rosen
may have instituted the seareh—-although the potential had
been the topic of general discussiep previo

EJM:rat (2) CONTINUED - OVER

5 1977 Ll (- 7

qullS.ShwﬁgﬁBmmkE@pﬂhd&ontﬁeP@meShw@gnﬁhn
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 12/17/76
SAC, WFO (44-703) (RUC)

MURKIN
Remylet, dated 12/7/76.
Doeket of U.S. Supreme Court showed:
Case Number: 76-5508

Title of Case: JAMES EARL RAY vs.
WARDEN J. H. ROSE

Petition denied on 12/13/76.

The petition contained no serious allegations
agalnst the FBI.

2»Bureau
<?;HFO
(1-66-5413)
DFH:bab
(4)
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