
TELETYRE

PRIORITY

CLEAR

FM DIRECTOR (100-106670)

TO BALTIMORE PRIORITY

BT

1 - Mr. Gallagher
1 - Mr. Ingram

12/14/76
1 - Mr. Deegan
1 - Mr. Lawn •
1 - Mr. Thornton
1 - Mr. Leavitt

CLEAR

ATTN: C-« ,

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ~ ' 7 ;

REBUTEL TO ALL OFFICES DATED JULY 28, 1976, WHICH SET t\

FORTH BACKGROUND INFORMATION CONCERNING REVIEW OF OUR <

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. INVESTIGATIONS BY A TASK FORCE OF

THE OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY (OPR), DEPARTMENT 1

OF JUSTICE (DOJ). ;

PURPOSE OF THIS TELETYPE IS TO ALERT BALTIMORE

REGARDING PLANS OF OPR TASK FORCE PERSONNEL TO VISIT THAT

OFFICE TO CONTINUE REVIEW OF OUR KING INVESTIGATIONS.

ON DECEMBER 15, 1976, TASK FORCE PERSONNEL MR. JEFF

COVERT AND MS. HOPE BYRNE WILL ARRIVE AT THE BALTIMORE

OFFICE. THEY DESIRE TO REVIEW KING ASSASSINATION FILES
O

H
IG

U
IA

L
(MURKIN), THE INTELLIGENCE INVESTIGATION OF KING, AND ALL

44-38861

QF Ml»* 1

SEE NOTE PAGE 3 . . 46 Q^l ±7 <976

3 4 DEC2 3 1976 U
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PAGE TWO 100-106670 CLEAR

KING RELATED SECURITY FILES, INCLUDING "COMMUNIST 

INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP COUNCIL,” 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS," AND CPUSA - NEGRO 

QUESTION."

IT IS NOTED THAT ALL PERSONNEL ON THE TASK FORCE ARE 

AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO PERTINENT FILES AND SUBFILES AT 

FBIHQ AND IN THE FIELD REGARDING INVESTIGATION OF KING, HIS 

FAMILY MEMBERS, AND ASSOCIATES. THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER 

PAGES OF COMMUNICATIONS CONTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI 

SOURCES AND INFORMANTS WHO WERE NOT AFFORDED SYMBOL NUMBERS 

AT THAT TIME AND INDIVIDUALS WHO EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED 

CONFIDENTIALITY. INFORMANT FILES ARE NOT TO BE MADE 

AVAILABLE WITHOUT PRIOR FBIHQ AUTHORITY.

BALTIMORE ASSIGN COORDINATOR TO HANDLE LIAISON WITH 

TASK FORCE PERSONNEL AND PROVIDE OFFICE SPACE IN WHICH 

TO CONDUCT REVIEW. CONFIRM THEIR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE 

BY TELETYPE AND KEEP FBIHQ ADVISED OF SIGNIFICANT 

DEVELOPMENTS.

BT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE 100-106670 CLEAR

NOTE: The Attorney General has ordered a review of our 
King investigations. It is to be conducted by a task 
force of OPR and is a continuation of a previous review 
by the Civil Rights Division of the DOJ.

Baltimore has been telephonically furnished contents 
of teletype. Task Force personnel have been advised concerning 
address of Baltimore Office and appropriate FBI personnel to 
contact. Baltimore has been instructed to refer any questions 
concerning the review to Deputy Assistant Director J. O. Ingram 
or SA V. R. Thornton.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TELETYPE

URGENT

CLEAR

rU
A FM DIRECTOR (44-38861)

TO MEMPHIS (44-1987) URGENT

12/15/76

1 - Mr. Helterhoff

BT

CLEAR

MURKInJ

REBUTEL DECEMBER 10, 1976, AND YOUR TELETYPE DECEMBER 14, 

1976.

OBTAIN ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION MRS. BETTY RAY BRASHEAR 

MAY HAVE AS TO THE SPECIFIC LOCATION OF JIMMY WAYNE RAY IN 

NEW ORLEANS AND SET OUT APPROPRIATE LEAD TO HAVE JIMMY WAYNE 

RAY INTERVIEWED IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS IN REBUTEL.

BT J

HNH:gjw (3) ”
$A . ^’:'

r y ^'^ SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.

5 DEC 20
A»«oc. Dir------------

Dep. AD Adm._ 

Dtp. AD Inv.-----
Asst. Dir.: 

Adm. Serv.-----  
Eat. Affairs___ 

Fin. A Part. _  
Gen. Inv.______  
Ident. ________  
Inspection ___  

Intell. - ------------  
Laboratory-- -— 

Lepol Coun.___ 
Pion. & Eval_  
R«. Mflnt____  

Spec. Inv.____  
Training_____  

Telephone Rm.---- 
Dlr.c«.r S«>---- MAIL ROOM O

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION—- - - - - -

teletype unit

8 4 DEC 2 8 1976
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PAGE TWO MEMPHIS CLEAR

NOTE: This is the Civil Rights assassination investigation 
of Martin Luther King, who was killed on 4/4/68 in Memphis, 
Tennessee. James Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder and 
presently is in local confinement.

Alfred William Martinez has made allegations that 
while incarcerated with Simponis in 1966-1967, he wrote 
letters to James Earl Ray in Memphis, Tennessee, for 
Simponis and Simponis told Martinez to go to Memphis when he 
got out and contact Ray to pull off a big job. Martinez 
states he never went. From investigation conducted to date, 
it appears the only time Simponis and Martinez were incarcerated 
together at Salt Lake County Jail was from either 1/29/68 to 
3/2/68 or from 2/13/68 to 3/2/68. Prison records reflect 
one Jimmie W. Ray of Memphis, Tennessee, was on correspondence 
list of Simponis in 1968.

By Butel 12/10/76, Memphis instructed to locate and 
interview Jimmie W. Ray. By teletype 12/14/76, Memphis 
advised Mrs. Betty Ray Brashear advised her brother, 
Jimmy Wayne Ray, previously resided at address listed on 
correspondence list. Memphis discontinued investigation 
and this instructs Memphis to have Jimmy Wayne Ray inter­
viewed .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-113a (Rev. 3-21-73)

Adams
Mintz 
Gallagher 
Leavitt 
Ingram

1 - Mr. Deegan
1 - Mr. Aldhizer

Intelligence Division

INFORMATIVE NOTE

_ 6/21/76

Attached advises that the Department 
Task Force of the Office of Professional 
Responsibility (OPR), now in Memphis 
reviewing Martin Luther King assassinatio 
files of that office, desires to intervie 
Supervisor Joe C. Hester of Memphis who 
was case agent during the assassination. 
Request of Task Force is in accord with 
Attorney General’s instructions pertain­
ing to the King review which is to 
include personnel interviews as well as 
access to files. FBIHQ interposes no 

[objection to interview and accordingly 
(Hester will be interviewed 6/23/76. 
. If you approve Memphis will be 
telephonically advised to instruct Hester 
to record his account of the interview in 
summary form and submit to FBIHQ by 
letterhead memorandum and cover airtel.

This matter has been coordinated wit 
SA R. F. Olmert of Legal Counsel Division 
and SA E. J. McDonough of the General 
Investigative Division

JTA:lek

APPROVED:

Dep. AD Adr 
Dep. AD Inv. 

Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Serv._

Ext. Affairs. 
Fin. & Pers, 
Gen. Inv. 

;2,x-\ Ident...
Inspegj 

. Intell.J

Laboratory „ 
Legal Coun.. 
Plan. & Eval. 
Rec. Mgmt... 
Spec. Inv.__  
Training
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KCO??4 3 3 9 0^0 77

yr

Assoc. Dir. . 
Dep. AD A' 
Dep. AD ’

Asst. Dir.: 
Adm. Serv.

E4E??77 ^C 7$ ®KS;^
Ext. j 
FinyS 
Ge^I 
Went. 
Intell.

lira
JT3..

CM

TO;

^fmduts (PRIORITY)

TO SACRAMENTO

YAN$a$ CITY (44-7$?) |1)G»

% 157?

Blip ra U JW4-3 sp$ 1) (PR

Legal Coun. _ 
Plan. & Insp._ 

Rec. Mgt------ -  
S. & T. Serv— 

Spec. Inv. ---- 
Training ——.

Telephone Rm. 
irector’s Sec’y

3, 197$, PILL ’-’ALIMOV, FEDERAL RECORD S CENT EI

EA fc ac r tty , MO, MADE AVAILABLE FOP REVIEW FILE PERTAINING

TO V TLLIA* R. SIMPONIS, MEDICAL CENTER FOE FEDERAL PRISONERS

(VQTO) X’t5_CO7_U

cIMPORTS HAS SENTENCED AUG. IP, 196$, DISTRICT OF UTAH,

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, FOR VIOLATION OF NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE 

TRANSPORTATION ACT. HE VAS CONVICTED UNDER SECTION 494$, 

T. 1°, USC, UAVING BEEN FOUND INCOMPETENT TO STAG’D TRIAL.

PE wac COMMITTED MCFP AUG. 2 1, 19$$ AND RELEASED JAN. 27, 196F TO

DrTUPN TO COURT AND AGAIN COMMITTED TO MCFP MAP. 2, 1968.

ci^PON IS D I^n AT P: is am, JULY 14, 196R. CAUSE OF DEATH^Z , 
REC-26 /j-^^cW-/*-^

^0% ^* DEC 27 1976

3 4 DEC 3 0 1976 /%/1^/^ ^- fry-.
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XC 44-7^0 PaGF TWO

AQtTT prcPjpjTORy ILLNESS. .

FILE DISCLOSED SW0»'IS INCARCERATED SALT LAKE CITY 

COUNTY JML, SALT LAK^ CITY, UTAH FROM JULY RS, 1966 THPO CH 

AHO. 19, 19^ AND AGAIN ON JAC. 99, 196?.

FILE DISCLOSED O’.' MAR. 9, 1968, SIMPONIS RECUEST^D TO 

CORRESPOND MITH ONE FREDDIE NAPTINEZ, PT. 1, SOX 4 <? 3 , ORCHACD 

PARK, canon CITY, COLO., AND ALSO ON MAR. 95 , 19 68 PEPHESTED 

TO CORRESPOND WITH ONE JIMMIE W. RAY., 4 99 CLAP ICF DP., MEMPHIS, 

IT’D', POTH WERE APPROVED, HOWEVER, FILE CONTAINS NO CORRESPONDENCE

ON APRIL 1 , 19 69, ONE JIMMIE W. °AY, P.O. POX 6, OLIVE 

PPAMCU, MISSISSIPPI, MADE INQUIRY THROUGH MCFP PF WILLIAM E. 

ctmPON IS. p AY WAS ADVISED APRIL 3 , 1969 OF SIMPONIS’ DEATH.

mcmphIs, AT MEMPHIS, TENN., ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE IF JIMMIE 

o, RAY, AS SET FORTH ABOVE, COULD PE IDENTICAL TO JAWES EARL PAY.

AIR MAIL COPIES FOR T^FO FURNISHED SACRAMENTO AND SALT 

LAKE CITY.

LHM FOLLOWS.

PT

5
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pp up pp pp lu LA ^p ru

FCC719 745 273/7

y a v cap p jty R 0 UTI NF

I/*7 V^CA" pp JO? ITY

LOS «!"GFLtc °F I OR ITY

Assoc. Dir. 
Dep. AD Adm.___
Dep. AD Inv

Asst. Dir.:

Intell.---------------
Legal Coun. ____  
Plan. & Jnsp—__ 
Rec. Mgt._____ 
S. & T. Serr,_____  
Spec. Inv. ______  
Training 

Telephone Rm. __ 
Director’s Sec’y.

M~v puT C pp J0R ITY

SALT LARS CITY (44-753) ROUTINE

0? DEC. 7, 1975, ALFRED !?ILLIAV WTINEZ, ?p7 F°EFW00n PT.,

m tCt cacra^fhto, calif., duone st?-*7'???, pa0 i’!Tervie"Fd jm depth 

at 1^1 11TV AVE., SACRAMENTO, CALIF., MUERE w- WAS WORKING THAT

MARTINEZ ADVISED PE ’’AS II’ SALT LAKE COUNTY JAIL FO? TWO AND

ST10JJ

84 DECS 01976

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



DAp.tr,T'.’n qp ic"_zo-7 CLi^R

nvr^vAL^ TO p-RFE vO’’Th? IN WUAT HE BELIEVES WAS LAST pa^t OF 

lo<< pF "AFLY 19 <7.

VA-ET F'ET ADVISED DUE INF T UIS IM CAE CEP AT TO 7 HE BECAME 

FFI^’r'LY WITH WILLIAM SIMPONIS. HE ADVISED SI^POH? vac tu_ 'HTH 

ci*py yqpvp fwn at sImPONIS’ PE QUEST WAFT INEZ "pCTF SEVERAL LETTERS 

pqp ujv up ADVISED HE WOTE APPROXIMATELY THREE LETTERS A N77" 

DURING THE ENTIRE PEPIOD HE v^c p’C.AP CEP AT ED, TO AN INDIVIDUAL 

IDENTIFIED AS J AMRS PAY A ND EAPL PAY EY SIUpONTS. HF ADVICED HE 

ma. iLTn Twccr L^TTE^S TO MEMPHIS TENNESSEE, PUT HE COVLD EOT 

FFmfmbEP THE ADDERS-. MARTINEZ ADVISED HE HAD HEPT A SHOE POX 

DELL 0* LETTERS HE RECEIVED FROM Ray AND SOME ITEMS WHICH BELONGED 

TO ctmdomts, MARTINEZ ADVISED TWO OF THESE LETTERS HERE 

ADDS ESSED TO HIM AND TUF REST TO SIMPONIS. WE ADVISED HE LOST 

TUE°F ITEMS FOUR OR FIVE YEARS ACO AMD HAS HOT PEEN ABLE TO 

LOCATr TH pm.

MAPTV'EZ ADVISED TWE CONTENTS OF THE LETTERS USUALLY 

CONSISTED OF INFO ABOUT WHEN SIMPONIS ’IAS COINS TO G^T OUT OF 

JAIL AND HOW THEY WO'LD GET TOGETHER. MARTINEZ CANNOT THINK OF 

am'Y OTH^R TOPICS A50”T Wu ICH UF 'WOT7

MARTV’EZ WAS TOLD BY SI^POHs THAT HE SHOULD CONTACT PAY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



pep? Tupr^ pc [ ^^ A97 ' CLEAR

w ut-M gr no? oil of jail and "that they had a job going on? they 

WOULD Y^ED SOME HELP OH IT; THAT I COnLD MAKE QUITE A PIT OF 

vOM EY 0" it amp T WOULDN’T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT WORK AMY M0Pr.” 

SlMP0*’Tc MEVFI IDENTIFIED ANY VICTIMS OF SUCH A PLAN. HF ADVISED 

cjmdqm Ip HATED PLACE PEOPLE VERY UUCP BUT HE NEVER YR nt TONED 

m.ART tn LIT-'ER XING, JR., OP ANY OThfr BLACKS SPECIFICALLY TEAT 

HP COuLD remember.

MARTINEZ ADVISED WHE*-’ UE GOT OUT OF JAIL SIMROMIS GAVE HIY

T uRE” lfTTpRG WRITTEN PY STYPOKIS TO RE MAILED TO RAY. m/\pt Inf?

ad VISED HF DTP NOT RFaD CONTENTS OF THESE LETTERS BUT HE RID s^mc

tp^m, MARTINEZ ADVISED HF WAS TO MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH SIMfomtc

'•■u 0 OULD ADVISE HIV TO RO TO YFYPHTR AT A 7 A Mn

tuat SImRONt? WOULD HAVE MAILED A PICTURE OF YAPTINEZ TO PAY FOC

puPcgcr pr IDENTIFICATION, mu^n THIS OCCURRED, PAY WAS TO MFET

mart INEZ AT MEMRUTS AIRPORT ON A DESIGNATED DATE. iApT ™;7

ADVISED HF NEVER CONTACTED SIMPONIS AFTER HE COT 0”T OF JAIL I-’

SALT La yr c ITm AND VAS ARRESTED FOP BURGLARY P1 CANYON CITY, 

COLORADO, AMD SENT TO COLORADO STATE PRISON FROM MAY PS, 1967, 

""TIL Tu F LAST OF 19 07.

mart INEZ FUFTHPR ADVISED UE WROTE LETTER0 FOP SImromis TO

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



CC 1^"_2< CLEAR

OTurp INDIVIDUALS. UE IDF^T I FIFO THESE T”D IV D t'fiLc AS JrA NA'^TT*

SCOTT, CIPL FRIEND OF SI^POEIS, PIONEER HOTEL, 542 FIFTH STREET, 

^LKO, NEVADA (MARTINFZ SEEDED TO RECOLLECT SCOTT MAS °aRT OWNER 

O~ TUIF ”OTFL AMD WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE LAP PE COLLECT ION OF CU'S) ; 

LILLIE” SCUURTFR, 1274 '-tct STREET, PO SSIRL Y ELKO, "EVADe, PvnNE 

yrz-yocf j KAtIOPr COLIATES, l^S WEST OPT u, °OSST?LY FLEC , ‘’^VADs

pupyr 7^5-3^17; M’O M ICX SIYPONI^ GA°DE^A C AL IF. , P °O ”“ 4 34- F 74 7

(©.rpTurp qf WILLIAM s IMPORTS, STREET ADDRESS NOT KNOWM) .

maFTTHEZ IS MEXICAN MALF, 5’9", 15” LBS., °L4CK

j n mF 9^ 194c c a " YO ” COLORADO

.^DPES^ S ^7 GFFF^VOOD ST PEET , '; T cy

HA TO DPQMM

VO. F39*LG, 

SA CP A-'Trrn

pppyTOu S ADDRESSES 3427 4 v STREET, SACRAMENTO; 1€5 1 ILLIEDTp

AVPV’jr can von CITY, COLORADO; CURRENTLY ON PPOCAT ION FOP DP’^’K

ppTVTMn CpaRGF^.

vaPTTmt? ADVISED PE DOES NOT KYOM IF INDIVIDUAL PEF^pPFD TO

ac j £*pc OP ^APL Ray IS IDENTICAL TO JamF^ EARL Pay CONVICTED I’’ 

vi’p^rc qf ^apt^i LITNFP XI'’P, JP.

pF^\/fd at CANYON CITV REVIEW COLORADO STATE PRISON RECORDS

POR YARTI'-EZ TOR POSSIBLE LEAP PURPOSES RELATING TO SIMONIS 0° RAY

L^e VEG^S AT rLKO attempt TO LOCATE SCOTT, SCHULTE0 4^

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



^AC^ c-yur eg 1?^-/ 7 CL7''

SOLTATFS TO INTERVIEW FOR AMY INFO PERTINENT TO THEIR CO MME CT ION, 

OR CONNECTION O7 ■'ILLIA* SIFPONIS, WITH JA^EF RAEL FAY O7 • 

CAPTIOM7D v*TTrP.

LOS ANGELES AT GARDENA ATTEMPT TO CONTACT AMD INTER VIE’:’ MICK 

S?'p0Mr RE T7'F ABOVE CONNECTIONS AND CAPTIONED MATTER.

Lwv FOLLOWS.

7T
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J J J J «-u

Assoc. Dir. 
Dep. An Adm___
Dep. AD Inv.____

Asst. Dlr.: "
Adm. Snrr. _____
Ext. Affairs ----

P'TSi
Gen. Inv.
Id' ixt  __________p
(nt"*)!, .h^hJi
L<g<U Coun. _—
Plan, & Imp------  
Rec, Mgt.
S & T, Serv_____
Spec, Inv. ---------
Training-----------

Telephone Rm. — 
director’s Sec’y—

O

*LL OFFIC

3 UP Fe |!

197?

IT ’va? IV CALT L4Kr COUNTY jelL F°7 €3 TO 97 nayc nu^v^ L*Tr

8 4 DEC 3 0 1976'
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RECEiVEC 
GENFfiAt iNV’iiTIGHlVE 

FRONT f^r

Dec to 2 nu Ph 1976

FBI
U. S.BEPt.8fWW£
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MEO004 3500216Z

RR HQ

DE ME

TO DIRECT

FM MEMPHIS

R 140216Z DEC

(44-3886!) ROUTINE

44-1987) (P)

^i*^*iH
COIIIIIW

X'
ifc

CLE

URKIN

Assoc. Dir. 
Dep. AD Adm.„__
Dep. AD Inv.____

Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Serv.___ >
EcL^l 
P# & 
&

Fairs 
'ers^

Intell.__________  
Legal Conn. ____  
Plan. & Inap__ 
Rec. Mgt_______  
S. & T. Serv 
Spec. Inv.  
Training

Telephone Rm. __  
Director’s Sec’y___

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO MEMPHIS, DECEMBER 10, 1976.

MRS. BETTY RAY BRASHEAR LOCATED, DECEMBER 14, 1976, AT 491 

CLARICE, MEMPHIS. SHE VERIFIED THAT HER BROTHER, JIMMY WAYNE 

RAY, HAD PREVIOUSLY RESIDED AT 492 CLARICE, MEMPHIS.

FROM INFORMATION FURNISHED BY MRS. BRASHEAR, PAY HAS BEEN 

IDENTIFIED AS JIMMY WAYNE RAY, FBI NO. 904 936 F. RAY WAS 

ARRESTED, JANUARY 19, 1967, AT MEMPHIS AND CHARGED WITH VIOLATION 

OF T18, SECTION 659. ON FEBRUARY 7, 1967, HE WAS COMMITTED TO 

U.S. MEDICAL CENTER, SPRINGFIELD, MO., FOR OBSERVATION. HE WAS 

AT U.S. MEDICAL CENTER APPROXIMATELY FEBRUARY TO MAY, 1967, 

WHICH PERIOD IS CONCURRENT WITH THE TIME THAT WILLIAM SIMPONIS

WAS AT THE MEDICAL CENTER.
ST-IOSj REG-26

84 DEC3 0 197&
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.PAGE TWO ME 44-1937

ON MAY 29, 1967, RAY ENTERED PLEA OF GUILTY IN USDC, MEMPHIS, 

AND WAS SENTENCED ON JUNE 1, 1967, TO EIGHTEEN MONTHS PROBATION.

MRS. BRASHEAR STATES RAY NOW RESIDING AT UNKNOWN ADDRESS IN 

NEW ORLEANS, LA., WITH HIS WIFE AND FAMILY.

MEMPHIS SEES NOTHING TO BE GAINED BY PURSUING THIS MATTER 

FURTHER AND NO LEADS BEING SET OUT FOR NEW ORLEANS. 

BT

HOLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL *O*M NO. 10
MAY 1*»2 lOfTtON
GU FPM# UI CFM 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GG . ERNMENT

Memorandum
to :wr. Gallagher ....

from :j. s. peelman

subject: MURK IN

DATE; 12/14/76
1 - Mr. Held
1 - Mr. Adams
1 - Mr. Gallagher
1 - Mr. Ingram
1 - Mr. Peelman
1 - Mr. Helterhoff
1 - Mr. Moore
1 - Mr. Mintz

Assoc. Dir.______  
D*p. AD Adm__  

Dep. AD Inv.__
Ass'!. Dir.: 

Adm. Serv____  
Exf. Affair* _—/ 
Fin. & P**<-^_ 
Gen. Inv.______  
Idenf.__ X- - 

Inspection _i_ 

Intel I.________  
Laborotory____  

Legal Coun.___ 
Pion. & Evol__
Rec. Mgnt._____  
Spec. Inv.______  

Training 
Telephone Rm.___ 
Director Sec’y ___

PURPOSE: To advise of an article appearing in the "Washington 
Star" 12/12/76, reporting that a recent book by George McMillan 
entitled "The Making of an Assassin - The Life of James Earl Ray" 
concludes that Ray acted alone in committing the assassination of 
Dr. King, and of an article appearing in the "Washington Post" 
12/14/76, reporting that the United States Supreme Court refused 
without comment to disturb the guilty plea and conviction of Ray.

RECOMMENDATION: For information.
approved: Adm. Serv..........—

Ext. Affairs---- ---------

Legal Coun....—.
Plan. & Insp........... —

84

«:W^ 

Dap. ’ ) AT’i........... U" ............ .... ........
^^ Dep. ^'QftfJ^ r ’............................

DETAILS: This case pertains to thtbr assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4^/68, in Memphis,

Re:. Met.....— 
S. & T. Serv.... 
£;:ec. Inv......... 
Training..........

Tennessee.
On 3/10/69, in State Court, Memphis, James Earl Ray entered a
plea of guilty to charges of the murder of Dr. King and
received a 99-year sentence. Ray as presently in local confinement. 

Sulu* x/
The Office of Professional Responsibility, United States

Department of Justice, presently has the FBI investigation of
Dr. King under review. The United States House of Representatives 
has recently created a Select Committee to investigate*ti»* —. . .—
assassinations of Dr. King and President John F. Kennedy;.

H4 DEC 27 1976
An article appearing in the "Washington Star" dated

12/12/76, (copy attached) reports that a recent book by—” —— -**
George McMillan entitled "The Making of an Assassin - The Life 
of James Earl Ray" concludes that Ray acted alone in committing 
the assassination of Dr. King.

An article appearing in the "Washington Post" dated 
12/14/76, (copy attached) reports that the United States Supreme 
Court refused without^ comment to disturb the guilty plea and 
conviction of Ray. ,' .

Enclosures - 2 V/ < 'l.^ ,
TiNH: sas ^ (9) 4
,3 Q4976 Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan fbmooj
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FM MEMPHIS/ (44-1987) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) (ROUTINE)

NEW ORLEANS (PRIORITY)

Dep. AD Adm.—- 
Dep. AD Inv—~ 

Asst. Dir.:
Adm. Serv. -^ 
Ext AffaipOz 
Fin. & Per9nv 

. Gen. Inv.v&U-
Went---* - 

I Intell. - ---------  
I Legal Conn. 
I plan. & IMP- - 
1 Rec. Mgt— •” 
I s. & T. Serv---. 
I Spec. Inv. — 
I Training --• - 
I Tdeph°®e ^-^ 
I Director’s Sec y

BT

VCLEaR

MuRkIN

RE BhREau TELETYPE

ONE ALFRED WILLIAM

TO MEMPHIS, DECEMBER 1 5 , 1976 .

Martinez has advised Sacramento office1

that while in salt lake COUNTY jail about JANUARY TO MARCH,

1968, HE MET WILLIAM P. SIMPONIS. MARTINEZ CLAIMS TO HAVE

WRITTEN LETTERS FOR SIMPONIS, ADDRESSED TO JAMES EARL RAY IN

MEMPHIS, TENN. SIMPONIS ALLEGEDLY TOLD MARTINEZ TO GO TO

MEMPHIS ’-’HEN HE GOT OUT AND TO CONTACT RAY TO PULL OFF A BIC-

JOE. MARTINEZ COuLD NOT GET CLOTHES AND MONEY FOR TRAVEL

SO HE NEVER WENT TO SEE RAY.

s^08

34 DECS 01976
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Page Two ME 44-19 57 ^L£ftF<

NEW ORLEANS NOTE THsT JAMES EARL RAY IS KNOWN TO HAVE 

BEEN RESIDING AS A FUGITIVE IN LOS ANGELES DURING THE PERIOD 

Martinez and simponis were incarcerated together at salt lake 

COUNTY Jail.

SIMPONIS WAS SENTENCED AUGUST 12 , 1966, AT SALT LAKE CITY, 

uTaH, FOR ITSMV VIOLATION. HE WAS CONVICTED UNDER TITLE 18, 

SECTION 4246, HAVING BEEN FOUND INCOMPETENT TO STAND TRIAL. 

HE WAS COMMITTED TO MEDICAL CENTER FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS (MCFP), 

SPRINGFIELD, MO., AUGUST 21, 1966, AND RELEASED JANUARY 27, 

1968. HE RETURNED TO COURT AND WAS AGAIN COMMITTED TO MCFP 

March 9, 1968, AND DIED THERE ON JULY 14, 1968. WHILE at MCFP 

SIMPONIS REQUESTED TO CORRESPOND WITH ONE JIMMIE W. RAY, 492 

CLARICE DRIVE, MEMPHIS. HIS REQUEST WAS APPROVED. ON APRIL 1, 

1969, ONE JIMMIE w. RaY, P. 0. BOX 6, OLIVE BRANCH, MISS., 

INQUIRED OF SIMPONIS THROUGH MCFP AND WAS ADVISED OF SIMPONIS’ 

DEATH.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PaGE THREE ME 44- 198? ct^^

MEMPHIS OFFICE HaS LOCATED MRS. BETTY RAY BRASHEAR, 491

CLaRICE, MEMPHIS, THE SISTER OF JIMMIE WAYNE RAY WHO PREVIOUSLY 

RESIDED 49? CLARICE, MEMPHIS. JIMMIE WAYNE RAY, FBI NO.

9 04 9 3 6F, WAS ARRESTED AT MEMPHIS JANUARY 19, 1967, FOR TFIS AND 

ON FEBRUARY 7, 1967, WAS COMMITTED TO MCFP, SPRINGFIELD, FOR 

OBSERVATION. HE REMAINED MCFP UNTIL MAY, 1967, AND APPARENTLY 

knew simponis During that time.

the bureau has instructed that ray be located and inter­

viewed "TO DETERMINE IF SIMPONIS CORRESPONDED WITH HIM WHILE 

IN JAIL IN Salt LAKE CITY, NATURE of any such CORRESPONDENCE, 

and WHETHER HE HaS ANY ASSOCIATION WITH JAMES EARL RAY OF 

captioned matter." mrs. brashear does not know ray's address

BuT STATES HE RESIDES IN NEW ORLEANS, LA., AND IS EMPLOYED BY

A BOAT COMPANY. RaY DOES NOT WORK ON A BOAT BUT WORKS FOR A

COMPANY WHICH OPERATES EOATS. RAY IS A WHITE MALE, BORN

aT LEWISBURG, MISS IN 1967 HE was DESCRIBED AS 6’P" TALL, PH

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



page fchR me 33-1987 cl->™

176 POUNDS, PLACK Hair, brown eyes. HE mas discharged from the 

army IN 1963 FOR "REASONS OF NERVOUS BREAKDOWN AND ATTEMPT 

to commit suicide." since simponis was incompetent to stand 

trial and since ray had suffered a nervous breakdown and had 

attempted suicide, it would appear they had much in common at 

MCFP AND WERE VERY LIKELY ACQUAINTED. MEMPHIS IS CONVINCED THAT 

JIMMIE WaYNE RaY IS THE INDIVIDUAL TO WHOM MARTINEZ ADDRESSED 

LETTERS FOR SIMPONIS, AND THAT MARTINEZ IS OBVIOUSLY MISTAKEN 

IN BELIEVING HE WROTE LETTERS TO JAMES EARL RAY AT MEMPHIS.

NEW ORLEANS AT NEw ORLEANS, ATTEMPT TO LOCATE JIMMIE WAYNE 

RaY AND INTERVIEW. BUREAU HAS REQUESTED TO SUTEL RESULTS TO 

Bureau• 
BT

HOLD
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TO

FROM

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFM 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
date:12/22/76

1 - Mr. Lawn

subject: MURKIN

Assoc. Dir. ______ 
Dep. AD Adm. _ 
Dep. AD Inv._

Asst. Dir.:
Admin. _________  
Comp. Syst. ____ 
Ext. Affairs ___  

Files & Com.__  

Gon. Inv. _ 
Ident. __________  

Inspection _____
Intell. _________  
Laboratory _____  

Legal Coun. ___ 

Plan.& Eval. __  
Spec. Inv. _____  

Training 
Telephone Rm. __  
Director Sec’y___

On December 21, 1976, Office of Professional 
Responsibility (OPR) representative Jim Kieckhofer 
interviewed Unit Chief Edward J. McDonough, Civil Rights 
Section, relative to his knowledge of the supervision of 
the Murkin case in 1968. In line with Kieckhofer's questions, 
he was advised that Special Agent (SA) Richard E. Long was 
the case Supervisor, SA Edward J. McDonough was Unit Chief, 
SA Joseph G. Kelly was Number One Man and SA Clement L. 
McGowan was Section Chief and the mail relating to leads 
and developments in the investigation were handled in that 
chain of command. With respect to communications from legal 
attaches, Kieckhofer was advised that the originals came 
to the General Investigative Division (GID), were processed 
through the section chief to the case supervisor and copies 
of these communications also went to the liaison section
at the Bureau. He was advised that pertinent developments 
were brought to the attention of the Number One Man, James R. 
Malley and Assistant Director Alex Rosen and from thence 
through the chain of command to the attention of the Director_ 
as evidence<(by notes on teletypes and/or memos in the Murkin

^T-105 M W^v :
With respect to supervision of the case, he was 

advised that the Special Agent In Charge in the field haff’"’’ 
primary responsibility for running the case in the field 
and the Bureau had supervisory responsibility to suggest 
leads, arrange support facilities, keep officials advised 
and in general maintain overall administrative supervision 
of the case. He inquired as to who originated the search 
of fingerprint records to identify the assailant and he was 
advised that it was SA McDonough's recollection that Mr. Rosen

EJM:rat (2)

M10-10I

may have instituted the seareb-although the 
been the topic of general discussion previo

potential had

CONTINUED - OVER

6 W . . +^
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Memorandum to Mr. Peelman
Re: MURKIN

In response to Kieckhofer's questions, he was 
advised that although SA McDonough was aware that there 
had been a Bureau Domestic Intelligence Division (DID) 
investigation on Martin Luther King, Jr., this had no 
effect on our efforts to solve this murder and the Bureau 
went all out on it. In response to his inquiry as to whether 
the DID had been contacted or consulted, he was advised 
that the GID had received some input and suggested leads 
from DID some of which may have been pursued and others may 
not have been run out and it was believed that justification 
pro and con may have been reflected in memos in the file.

In response to #his inquiry, Kieckhofer was 
advised that the investigative aspects were primarily handled 
and pursued by the Bureau and we only discussed aspects of 
the case with the Department where some legal ramification 
might be involved such as the extradition and the like; 
however, the Department was kept advised of developments 
through informative memos and reports which were disseminated 
to the Department on a timely basis.

ACTION: For Information.

-2-
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TO:

12/15/76

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Re Dallas airtel to

Office in
October, 1976:

1

2

costs were incurred by the Dallas office inNo

54 JAN 5 1977!

The following costs 
connection with the

were incurred by the Dallas 
above-captioned matter during

32 - Burma 
1 - Dallas 
GLG:daf 
(4)

SAC, DALLAS (100-11108)(RUC)

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW: COST

Unusual Costs: Xerox paper, $2.23

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
ATTENTION: BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING SECTION 

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL DIVISION

connection with this investigation during November, 1976.

Manpower: HENRY E. LUX, JR., GS-3, Step 1, 
10 hours regular time; SA JAMES W. ANDERTON, 
GS-13, Step 10, two hours regular time;

AIRTEL

3

the Bureau dated 10/26/76

0

NOT 1 < £CO R.DEP 

46 22 ^
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
JULY 1073 EDITION
GSA FPMR <41 CFR> 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
to : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) date: 12/17/76

FROM (44-703) (RUC)

subject: MURKIN

Remylet, dated 12/7/76.

Docket of U.S. Supreme Court showed:

Case Number: 76-5508

Title of Case: JAMES EARL RAY vs.
WARDEN J. H. ROSE

Petition denied on 12/13/76.

The petition contained no serious allegations 
against the FBI.

t

gVBureau
2-WFO

(1-66-5413)
DFH-.bab
(4)

REC- 87.

13/6

5010-1(0
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 12/17/76

SAC, WFO (44-703) (RUC)

MURKIN

Remylet, dated 12/7/76.

Docket of U.S. Supreme Court showed:

Case Number: 76-5508

Title of Case: JAMES EARL RAY vs. 
WARDEN J. H. ROSE

Petition denied on 12/13/76.

The petition contained no serious allegations 
against the FBI.

2^Bureau

(1-66-5413) 
DPH:bab 
(4)
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