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REPRODUCTION OF MATERIAL FORM '

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT ,

pa™ C/i^7?____ :__ ___ ?

The following material has been repro­
duced for excising and review at FBIHQ and/or
delivery to the House Select Committee on .
Assassinations:
(See Bufile 62-117290; re HSCA request dated^J***-^

FILE NO. Y^J^^^f

SECTION f/ '

SERIALS 6/7? through ^^X1/

(except following serials 
not in file on this date:) .

EBF or BULKY:

Number of copies made By -

RETAIN THIS FORM AS TOP SERIAL
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ER SAW h* mt» the lE^ik® to be 
Ugated "end this guy ought to be projected 

D A b Inaccurate, then those peopi* w 
need to be protected. He names three alleged ^M «.r 
tour oe fin members, prominent members at the 
apoDoedepartment." :~^-”^:?‘-. «>-". b'va 

a man ties been interviewed by ths 6omn!U^ei 
re stan, Snyder mH ■ ■*..-■,' •- w
r mH he received the tetter from the sum oft Feb.

Ues to investigate It

$^M&£±3b

?^os ?MW^
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tray from an ear*- _ 

cf two year*. The 
rtf»t *lmo#

tlndtata pif», Mce of ■ • - 
M*q»p«f| cl{y and M*UJ

"alleged; KingWnsOp^. 
yz4sl#n^«i.^.<tM ’̂!<h*xS^J'---K"r“*^
• By TIM WYNCJLARD ead CARL FEST J 
,,,r.-. Scripp«-Ito»rird SUIT Writer# . tj 
U- WASHINGTON — A farmer !«!»., 

vZX KyH piutitMt b expected to
' miw ender oath Louisville and federal? 
ltW15# be iltai conspired to HR 
SUrtta Luther Kuh Jr. two yean before^. 
pe Civil right! leader *a* coniailM. ‘

Pmidetx Kenedy hM Kd«y tat the .
■ LouisTiBe ilkjitioe k On "top jArty«: ^.i^ 
4a the King &------ ^ -- ----- ' ^^
; wmI prober#

i^^^

Cincinnati Post

Cine Inna t£# 1. Oh(o

0li rvs diy* before King »u’- 
I rwdeted there tn April, tW, m over-

L . ■?• IktuHnuimu baa told favstial 
At tert For the Hoose Assassination Conn 
' - £ aninee that be beard eotneooe named 
*- i rHoberto" uO another party no kill the 
<> tert eves & ws Lave » abort Ma on 
: Il • A tantlt Mend of‘jack Roby,' 

l Kita of Lee Harvey Oswald. Kenned/# 
1 KHttla, hat toW investigator! that the

T i m> "got reiigi«’ and vtad to testify , _ ,

<y"l aborting fa Daita ta ML ^<J 
Committee tavestigatort, faf W 

cNM counsel Richard A. Spragoe, art fa
' Tennessee today tanwig Jamfrj

«• 3/22/77 ^

be pelted before the onmnrfttee to *•*■ * ^^

F**ito» Multtlif Loo tor

K fTAFPKM

■ I ^i^V^W^
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^•r*fcX'..A,f..ai>^. 1^

J/t^'^^^ Interviewed the Lou it vile
■»»•-’’ ■ • FwuL»tfmMi »L«*to Lf> .M____ ■•____ at

Hot The patrolman laMj 
a Wc» was offered S5OT.W0 to WJT 

tod claims be tape recanted one of j
>W

ever, tbw cwunitue't start is believed * 
ut» bare the technUocical P^btbty

Improve the quality of the recording. ’. -.4 
f Sources and the alkged LouirviBe* 

Km# CDcspfraoy preceded by seven] 
months what became aa opes and bitter 
coctroverry fa the Xcr.nx>y oty over 
•'opes bossing," m tesw which awi 
deep hatred between the police and I 

community. Ki^fj brushes- l 
A R W&iw'4i wJ/Rving

Lcutsvuk at the ta^ *’M *^iva 
Suvt right* and was pastor of a focal', 
tdffldk ^ -^ ,V«?V.!*»'.S/i<''rjJi 
&S; However, the rurta say Unit h] 
,Martio LrdLef King and 
v^' Foot hi* brother ste died in Wt »m tha'

I target of the alleged minke conspiracy, 
► Infonoed' acurcea raid ft cernmittoe 
i regards .the LcakvfL'e afkeatfaua M 
iflwt’ They are plaans & at Iha top," 
■one ccrnmcatad.• f -S-J1 £ '‘fe^’l/i 

ft* THE SOURCES also said 6t e»;: 
Ltnktee founds to -call "Roberto^ u a-, 
rvrftittss, WJatty the eemmittee Ms 
^jutxood bit kavW-EV- v-jx A'S 
’" Assassination cwolr-e leader#

s£$^|8$j£rr;;ciet ^ ®* Bouse Rukt Cxnotil#.< 
ryesferday to outline the new bads ti*a 
ttifat to vw approval tor ontiiMtwi ■ 
of Ue conmiftie, now scheduled to tid'

5^2®=

ft^S-'-j

>>r>Vr.x*T

Ir^f^^A’ akX
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liTL5£;1 •N’* «l *w *Mtrd be 
*?HTkR*T2l« ha ini! u^ia* >1*kv *nA»«n4F
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®^'^ 
i*r'b^ T*W .‘z*?*’*?*
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• -i* job," Hyde said. “Il ww t teat he -r 
r wu lax on hi* job; eoroe of them Jed <^ 
I sever wanted to be promoted It’ll] 

: I surprise to me th^t ha even talked. Re*...
(never had anythinf bad (l.wy. ibwt < ^ 
iiBvbody." .-1 • •• • ..•••I

.X. Hyde said ba itwi nothing about the,' 
iC**'1*^ ce'nrpirscy to munfrr Hrx “I* ’ 
^-!i**'i o'*® know if any ruEws within » 
?i?^ department,” ha said. “I hope there I

’^s'' ‘^ loythlny to that . . . Whenever Hr. .^ 
['ili';Khif came to IwtwOle, »i <M every* ,. 
1 ni,fad hwiWt to see that ho r«Jd ba, 
!^'^!iJe. ! always thought eves an ilUojl 
|*iisf w hi* Uto would ba bod for our ohr." * t 
[' ’^ 1 ^fH #500,000 of far allegedly mm made 
I JC?Av Wo or three ytart Were KIcz *« abet 
J i'. .>. to death th April 1668. accordtor to at

.^Durinf the rt« hetero Mi dwA, 
JOn? Mi l frequent rijitor *» V«rt> 
riHa. HU brother, the Rev. A. ft WO* 
JUai Bit Httd ben »nd KUH U ^ 

'f-^ ^openbomlne wd ether ovtl sl£ht* >/ 
v -Ztj'iM.i'if nUdcrinx the IJBOi

3* ■ Snyder forwarded Bdrdt letter and 
^' tips recbrdtnx to toe Home Select Com*
’- mittM m AbuiIuUmi which b km- _ 

^' CyaUnf the cirO rtflrli leader'* Bordet ?^
Snyder,-whose twtredonil district i»> ~S5. 

* - dude* suburban Louisville, did not idea* ^ 
^’V tiff Baird or specify th»l ci* aHepttons- 
SV" . j--.’oJrad th* LoulirUle police force. • —-. 
^Oaj-ir, rt«i:4 lui t;lil by Wa 
L^’S’bone to Waxhlncton, refuted to con* 
T^TIha oe deny that Baird b the oHloer 
^,: hr-rt yave hits toe material,. "■ ^<. •/

J^'-** Without uralnf Baird, Snyder had - 
'uM earlier, *1 don't think that he's a .

~V .look I'm not to a position to say wbelb*t 
^ er he's Wlit| the truth or not. bat tea * 
? doe* not appear to ma t*A a parson* 
^ ether than totally rational.*’ ^
.4 4 Acecrdhif to Snyder, Rep. Samuel De , 
-* Mm, 1-OhM, toe committee's rocking 

^tpsblku and tbs man to whoa Say* 
* *dar find took laird's latter, eooduetad 
; ,M ImilipllM into Bairds beet* 
x tamrod. He said Devtno. a termer FBI

;»lin hi retired Iran the polka d 
mint ha made tn attempt to ret «» w 
Jam Eart Ray* »ttw«J»- W.F*"- * . * t > l _ a * l. ?^ t * ^ 4?^ ^ m a mA * nftW

'iife^ij? fc r ^
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tbe comminoo

.•5>'S*>-»hr*'^'*s-

P*<1mh pee*, do** *i

'^^

5^5ipfjr'™si«?^

. ifuddtb* aiibt—have plagued tb« 
through Bw acvee yean they Imv 
•rriei “D ftigbtma yw to 
nobody 
Th# lut

'the ca-nairaiaxan who baa jet? revealed 
‘ to » Heus# Axsauination Committee la 
'Wsh-nata that other'Louitrll!* tclko 

” ceca trJ three FBI iwa offered bom ?^ 
SC^l ia b«4 to kin Dr. Nartia Usher 
Kb*J*. * . * :/'• .’^- '-4
j^‘FfTr or fire touMle^6a cffWen'J 
® three Lariaville FBI agem* p4oet©d to;

W-

^^^.-■•vt, ea lairrtr f.r#e 
'>twf£^Xr, ph net et Hi nr-sB brick 
- hone ar 7*4 Edacl U^'litaulxfftoli FcnA 
tiftk ttoiay mj!#. c - -’. r -* - 5-j^ 
—- Hi* wife'Mary, 44, toid The Kentucky'. J 
?/» to as exclusive Interview why their J 
awd H coming out now, and what Hiuj 
■teen like living with k. - ;< -^a -H

tteBtfcSei 
*• l-B*A< 
tWiK14

rfsbimdi

^ 3/21/77
•““"Final z
M*7ance H. Triable

ab*KlM«Mr
Mtfl«M Ott^oui iviUt

Dmh •"

Iptf until, after- 
end far both d them.
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J-.^rt fix.

After Kg^ achacl 
'wli<j^ to ®* 

Kmi,^ »^^

Ona reMSB B*irt 44 M tpeci sp

^ Sef. i!^^« «»• ^ WM •? ' ^j^^^*^^ 5̂^1
^: mlrinf. I» w» afraid they ni^t Wt. ^ ■ — -

^^.r^-WJit# felt victSsnired ^«e « Wt

X uwlniik 
/ tts ««)

basal "even toM see." rise

tao« tk (HiertJ story. “Bi 
this fdbw (another 
I home from wrb-^ 

r had broken down or some- i\

'd kill Mat for a m31fai drfUm 1’. i^C .l‘;’T!'^^ 
’ think, tto px Mm pretty Upaet. and pu>» J* 
^ tied, ■> he rigged- bp tb« (ape recorder ' ' 
^ Is^Jcr the front car teat). The py mad* •' • ;
' the same offer t* him the Best tine they ’ ;
drew hen*'/* she Mid.. ' x>;f J.4 ?

’.5*t bW Mw he d4>1 wsftay part’ . j

♦. hire to

^.s^?;^?  ̂^^^ii

^fe^a able to get a decent job «^fj^ 
xX^-^c voftOered.. * ^ .^^ 
^X-:- hjj wear to mestcarterB wta ■ j 
^; hbWa. and tested «n « per «*■ ^ ^ 

von to three ar for P^J*
^ desperate for a seltaitW and cewMaT 
" ^..iA.- - 1 V*‘ — t‘rt J • q

tea Kha all ®* fenc—aad

^t deal sad 8ft1

rioto ITW^ tous 
by u open

^.BonBipM

« I5S.«f !KI. Ri 
to 1957,tpm 

drive Wlj Rct.\

from 19^0. a 
anta, dnmd Sa I

” 1 l^cme pool to t$to. _ ^ ^
“ y4" Baird it working an* aa"“ft>fer<»vt 

itovesti^atfve job. too could not be rtai 
■ied tor several days, his wife mH‘.y^; 
!5^j.f«r the identities of tH'^rf'dor
.•W^ Tvt beard camel, but J wJ 
Jst US. yuo—g my We depended ca ft 
ta^hItell^n|•' said Mary BwiV. 
^ .’Sorrel biiah'ri to the Ifewnss 
mttta probe of the tSMiMtJaa « % 
Md President John K Kf c'-fdy sol Ex.

ptoM is Joe aSe^vd cofi?irKy< ‘:
■i Ctan!fl« wartt? Md Sc^®: 
ard report at the LovisrUk afiegiifa- 

“ Ow’ftSSelCr'
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’“^■AJS'^i

C^z^Si

Sto&y Iha maa vt« a faftto LwmrtL, ^_ 
p^icsnNut, ahhcvgb he said ba was raft 1^8(¥^ 
awi that to cm * “ — *

■^"j.-f.-

^*^31 ^.o^af i.-*^ s^K. ^ *'$K^^^

(Wte»t« M3?Mnnr7“ 
BVR^gp#, city aad 1UI«J

£STT ASHINGTON-X retired Louisville policeman described by 
. knowledgeable congressional sources ai highly respected’ 

V.» .. and reliable claims be was offered $500,000 to assassinate 
Jr. Martin Luther King Jr. The man contacted U3 Rep. Ger>e 
Snyder, R-Ky- with the information and a tape recording tn bach to

Ccvfngton, *y

. fet AiuttinaGoo Camshw tarty to 
mth a letter he received from the to- 

' for^am Soyder describes the mad at t" 
ff^tir referee of the LoutrvSk force, 
aw Vn the private security busfnea, het 

. wjJ act reveal hi* identity.... .-^ “ £

^ 3/21/77
r«* MJ’m 
property tot
•a tos I tort Mt I cache» put Ma la. 
Jeopardy, people tryiag la pet to Um to 
to nuaa ar ecto,. ;-

^flhto toyeo^^eatotopetito 
ttleepIto tom talkfag any totor.. j

»~ "Or V Wa to accural# 1 tort tot

Wb to 
4&3

ar ar towOca ^ sere intov» ^-«
bm «ii itoty to

!4^

^ Vance H; Trii

^J^ 0R*!ioariril|

^As
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SUBJECT:

SAC^BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (RUC)

‘MURK I

00: MEMPHIS

Re Birmingham airtel dated 3/3/77.

The following is for information:

The former Birmingham PCI of referenced 
communication was in telephonic contact with Birmingham 

_.Qn 3/21/77 and furnished the following information:

He continues to conduct his own inquiries 
regarding captioned matter and the FRANK LIBERTO previously 
mentioned by him, currently resides in Memphis, Tennessee, 
at an unknown address. At the time of the King murder, 
FRANK LIBERTO had an office in Memphis and is believed to 
still have the office at 327 South Main Street, Memphis, 
in the back of a whiskey store which he owns. He has z 
additional businesses in Memphis, identity unknown to 
source. /

Mr. EDDIE EVANS of the House of Representatives 
Committee (referenced airtel) first met personally with 
source on March 10 or 11, 1977, in Birmingham and is in 
touch with source on a dally basis. EVANS went to the 
Birmingham Police Department after he talked to source and 
obtained some records at that institution where be was
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BH 44-1740

A?v “•K a

d
^^^'

parently in’touch with Captain LEGRAND. EVANS^ 
at he had* been riding around with .the Birmingham Police, 
urce complained to EVANS in this regard and expressed 
ncern to EVANS that source's identity would be compromls 

the week of March 14, 1977, source saw and heard 
aptainLEGRAND on a local television station.making1 

release regarding this matter.

j^’ 
r’^Aa"

V^^ ^ ^ Source was contacted in the week of March 14, 1977, 
m^^. by Birmingham newspaper reporters, believed to be FNU BRAY 
«t*®'and FNU-KILPATRICK, and he told them to "go to hell" and he’ 
•^>^ denied any-knowledge of this matter or being a source’ of 
.^"'^/’information.

i

Source advised further that Dr. GUS JOSEPH PROSCH, 
JR. (BH airtel 12/15/76) and FRANK LIBERTO were very big 
in the drug traffic in the Southeast and he has been and 

• continues to .furnish such information toDEA, Birmingham.

■i

x

•2

*^1
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FBI !

3/21/77 i
’ ■ Deis: I

I

FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (100-4583)

SUBJECT: HOUSE" SELECT COMMITTEE ON ^ .
-ASSASSINATIONS (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.)

Re Louisville teletype to the Bureau dated 3/20/77.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau is one (1) tape 
cassette recording of pertinent portins of WHAS-TV "News 
Conference" which was taped on 3/18/77 at Louisville, Kentucky 

* and broadcast on Channel 11 (WHAS-TV) at 12:30 PM on 3/20/77, 
wherein M. G. "GENE" SNYDER, U. S. Representative, 4th Con­
gressional District, Kentucky, reveals allegation against three 
(3) unnamed "FBI Officers" and others involving purported "offer" 
to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., details of which pre­
viously furnished Bureau by referenced communication.

'Also enclosed for Bureau are two (2) copies of
"Courier-Journa1" news article captioned "SNYDER GIVES PANEL 
ALLEGATION OF PLOT TO ASSASSINATE KING", which was furnished 
to Bureau by telecopier facsimile on 3/20/77. C^!
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This refers to the jsassination of Martin LutF । King, Jr., 
in Memphis, Tennessee, Jn April, 1968. f . ;

Congressman M. G. Snyder, Kentucky, recently revealed he had . , * , •
received letter from an unnamed police officer who made allega­
tion he 
tjJJ1^ 
of offe: 
over to 
Subseqm 
Clifton

Atf^ney.
Attached Louisville teletype advises attempt to interview | ^Mt-^J-.

had received offer from FBI Agents and police officers^ 
King. The unnamed police officer reportedly made^^feT* 
, one of which was lost or stolen, and the other turned 
the House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA). 
pt newspaper accounts identified unnamed officer as 
E. Baird. On 3/25/77, the Attorney General authorized
to. interview Baird in the of an Assistants

Baird, supra, evening 3/29/77, was unsuccessful. Bureau Agents 
contacted Baird at his residence but Baird refused interview 
stating "I have no statement to make. Just leave." Baird 
appeared visibly upset. As Agents were leaving, Baird made 
comment "I have received numerous threats from FBI over last 
ten years," and "I have nothing to say." Baird terminated con­
tact by stating "I'll say it all to the House Committee." This 
was in obvious reference to the HSCA. Agents characterized 
Baird as hostile, contemptuous, and apparently distraught.

Department being advised.

L_ - Mr. Held 
1 - Mr. Adams
1 - Mr. Mintz
1 - ExternaL. Affairs

HNH:JBL:erg

APPROVEDl

Director__ _ 
Assoc. Dir.. 
Dtp. AD At; 
Dep. AD In

Adm. Serv._— 
Ext Affairs------ 
Fin. & Peri.™ 
Ger.. In*—it— 

Id:?!..------------  
t:^--------------

Le“al Coun---------— 
Plan. & lnsp..._— 

Rec. Mgt---------------- -
S. & T. Serv.....------  
S-oC. Inv............—
Training.----------—
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1 Asst Dir.’ 

A^- S"”' 
Ext. Mf^

Gen. In’
Ident
Intel'
Ulf1 Cr" 
Plan. & In

Spec- I”’

Director’s Sefy

ON MARCH 29, 1977, SECOND ATTEMPT TO CONTACT fj1^^^

BAIRD, 7813 EDSEL LANE , LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, WAS

BUREAU AGENTS IN EFFORT TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW IN PRESENCE

OF ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (AUSA) ALEXANDER T. TAFT

JR., IN CONNECTION WITH ALLEGATION OF OFFER MADE BAIRD BY

. UNNAMED FBT AGENTS DURING 1966 TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING 
■ DE-29

Ffl ST-106 «M0(z o .3 4LOJR

PREVIOUS ATTEMPT TO INTERVIEW BAIRD MADE MARCH 26, 1977,

AT WHI TIME ARRANGEMENTS MADE WITH MAR>WIRD, WIFE OF CLIM

E AIRD, FOR LATTER TO NOTIFY AUSA TAFT OR BUREAU AGENTS UP^N ApR 4 377 

RETURN TO LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, FROM UNDISCLOSED LOCATION WITHJN

J 4 APR 7l 1977/^^ /y^

29, 1977. BAIRD DID NOTCOMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY ON MARCH

~7~
: eV r
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initiate contact as requested, hence second attempt to contact
.BAimlADE BY BUREAU AGENTS EVENING OF MARCH 29, !977,T0^|

ARRANGE! INTERVIEW. . . I
•^JIWN ARRIVAL AT RESIDENCE, MARY BAIRD ANSWERED*-DOOTMW**^ 

AT WHICH TIME BUREAU AGENTS IMMEDIATELY IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES.

MARY BAIRD ACKNOWLEDGED THAT SHE RECOGNIZED BUREAU AGENTS FROM 

PREVIOUS CONTACT ON MARCH 26, 1977, HOWEVER, REQUESTED THAT 

BUREAU AGENTS SPEAK WITH HER OUTSIDE RESIDENCE. BUREAU AGENTS 

REQUESTED ENTRANCE FOR PRIVACY REASONS AND WERE GRANTED SAME. 

UPON ENTERING RESIDENCE, MARY BAIRD WAS ASKED IF SHE HAS BEEN 

IN CONTACT WITH HUSBAND, TO WHICH SHE REPLIED THAT HUSBAND 

WAS PRESENT AT RESIDENCE.

CLIFTON E. BAIRD ENTERED LIVING ROOM AT WHICH TIME BUREAU 

AGENTS ATTEMPTED TO IDENTIFY THEMSELVES WITH CREDENTIALS, IN 

...PRESENCE OF WIFE MARY BAIRD, AND EXPLAIN PURPOSE OF CONTACT.

CLIFTON E. BAIRD EXCLAIMED THAT HE KNEW WHO BUREAU AGENTS WERE 

AND REFUSED TO LOOK AT CREDENTIALS. BAIRD VAS ADVISED BY BUREAU 

AGENT THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES HAD SPECIFICALLY 

REQUESTED BAIRD BE INTERVIEWED CONCERNING ALLEGATIONS RECENTLY 

REVEALED BY BAIRD TO U. S. REPRESENTATIVE M. G. GENE) SNYDER,
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JJife-ttMtGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, KENTUCKY. BAIRD STATED, TWtfW^ 

STATEMENT TO MAKE. JUST LEAVE." I
BAIRD BECAME VISIBLY UPSET AND EYES APPEARED GLASSY AND I 

MOW; SPEAKING ABRUPTLY AND NOT ALLOWING BUREAU AUENiFtO ' 
EXPRESS THEMSELVES. WHILE LEAVING RESIDENCE AT SPECIFIC DIRECTION 

OF BAIRD, BUREAU AGENTS AGAIN ADVISED BAIRD THAT SOLE PURPOSE OF 

CONTACT WAS TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW OF BAIRD WITH BUREAU AGENTS IN 

PRESENCE OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (USA) REPRESENTATIVE. BAIRD 

INQUIRED ASp^DENTITY OF USA AND WHEN INFORMED LOCAL USA WAS 

GEROGE JTLONG , JR. , BA^RD EXCLAIMED, "DON’T BRING THAT MAN OUT 

HERE, I HAVE NO USE FOR HIM." BAIRD FURTHER EXCLAIMED, "I HAVE 

RECEIVED NUMEROUS THREATS FROM FBI OVER LAST TEN YEARS."/AND 

"I HAVE NOTHING TO SAY". BAIRD TERMINATED CONTACT BY STATING, . 

"I’LL SAY IT ALL TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE." IN OBVIOUS REFERENCE

’TO THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). IMMEDIATELY 

PRIOR TO TERMINATION OF INTERVIEW, BAIRD WAS ADVISED THAT IF HE 

POSSESSED ANY EVIDENCE OF MISCONDUCT ON THE PART OF ANY FBI 

AGENT, HE SHOULD IMMEDIATELY BRING SAME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES. CONTACT WAS TERMINATED

AT 7x32 P.M, .
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_J»-~AUSA ALEXANDER T. TAFT, JR., ADVISED ON ABOVE ON MARX#1^ 

1977, Ad COPY OF INSTANT communication being disseminated 
LOCALLY TO USA , LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY. '

ADMINISTRATIVE:

RE LOUISVILLE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU DATED MARCH 2€, 1977.

BUREAU AGENTS ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE INTERVIEW OF BAIRD ON 

MARCH 29, 1977, IDENTIFIED AS SUPERVISOR EDMUND V. ARMENTO AND 

SA CHRIS R. HOEHLE, WHO HANDLED THEMSELVES IN BUSINESSLIKE,- 

CORDIAL MANNER, EXHIBITING GREAT RESTRAINT WHILE DEALING WITH 

OBVIOUSLY HOSTILE, CONTEMPTUOUS, AND APPARENTLY DISTRAUGHT 

individual.- •
INASMUCH AS COMPLETE RESULTS OF INTERVIEW ARE SET FORTH 

HEREIN, LHM NOT BEING SUBMITTED UACB . -

BT
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MV IM> WhOM

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

FROM ire ctor, FBI

^Assistant Attorney General
IHINAL DIVISION

DATE:
ATTN:

3/30/77 
HE. ROBETIT L

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION 07 HARTIN L. KING, JR 
CIVIL RIGHTS

Reference is made to 
(your file).

memorandum dated

to DirectorThere is enclosed one copy of  
dated ^/f^O/T?_________ ___________________________________________________

A. ( | This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning 
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

~ B. □■The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of 
reports as they are received.

C. I I The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless 
. advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. | | Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will 
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. I I Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. I 1 This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further 
developments.

• G. CJ This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will 
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

. H. I I This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
. taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs. .

Enc. - (1)
Civil Rights‘Division (encl. 1)
Office of Professional Responsibility, U.3.D.J

VOTE:

nd, 1)

Enclosed orally furnished to office o!JR 3/30/7
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FWEUl BUREAU OF INVESTIGAtlON

t>#l* «<Mnta4

ENCLOSURE

SSHES^^ffiSS^!

M* M h»Mnl«llM

1atoly

• i
I

3/30/77
I •

On March 29,11977, at approximately 7:28 _____  
ial Agents EDMUND f. ARLEN TO and CHRIS R. HOEHLETaFrlve 
he residence of CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 Edsol Lane 
svillo, Kentucky, for the Specific purpose of contacting 

in an effort to arrange a suitable interview of BAIRD
on

Sp 
at

___ h Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Invest!
1 '’"(FBI) in the presence of Assistant United States Attorney 

(AUSA) ALEXANDER T. TAFT, JR, In connection with an allegation! 
of an offer reportedly odpito BAIRD by unnamed FBI Agents 
during 1966 to assassinate] MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Contest 1 
was made inasmuch .as BAIRD had failed to initiate contact with 
the FBI or the United States,Attorney*s Office on March 29, 
1977, as had been requested of hi^ wife, MARY BAIRD, dur ling 
previous contact on March 26, 19771 h

Upon arrival.at the BAIip residence, JURY t 
answered the doorbell,'at wh^ch! tine Special Agents, 1 
identified themselves and displayed their credentials
BAIRD acknowledged that she recognised both Special Agents 
froa previous contact with Sarno on March 26, 1977, however 
requested that Special Agents speak with her outside hor 
residence. Interviewing Agents requested entrance into her 
residence for privacy reasons inasmuch as neighbors were 
sitting on front porches in close proximity to BAIRD residence 
and would be able to overhear all conversation. Entrance into 
residence was granted by MARY BAIRD following the above request. 
Upon entering the residence, MARY BAIRD was asked if she had boon 
in contact with hor busband, CLIFTON E. BAIRD, to which she 
replied that her husband was in fact present at the residence

• CUFTON B« BAIRD entered the living room of the
BAUS) residence, at which time Special Agents attempted to 
Identify themselves With credentials in the presence of 
BAUD’S wife and explain the purpose of tho contact. CLIFTON 
B. BAIRD exclaimed that he knew who the Special Agents were, 

' refused to Shake hands or look at the credentials. BAIRD 
stated, MI know who you are.", not giving the interviewing 
Agents opportunity to explain tho reason for instant contact. 
BAIRD was immediately advised that the Attorney Gonoral of the 
United States bad specifically requested ho be interviewed

3/29/77■*«™»aAjp^- - - _ -^ Louisville, Kentucky >1U LS 44-947

S CHRIS Ba HOKHUt
S^i EDMUND V. ARMENT0/£VA/8« 3/30/7?

ini «•**••**, "«A»f <»TftBnu>i>italtaM net condvilm .1 Ar PH. * K IM A™!**
' ■' md ■* w«te>4i M Mi tl ba ikklMti autetda rm *>*<<4
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ccxice ruing allegations recently revealed by. BAIRD to Unitedl ! 
Swte8 Representative M. G. (GENE) SNYDER. JBAIRD b^lg^/ .

have no statement to make. Just[leave.%"not allowing 
Interviewing Agents to complete statement, j

I | BA11© became visibly upset end his eyes appeared 

jgliRBy and moist, speaking abruptly and not allowing interviewing , 
,|Ag?nts to express themselves fully, While leaving residence {

at{the specific direction of BAIRD, Special Agents again I
advised BAIRD that the sole purpose of the contact was to |
arrange an interview of BAIRD with Special Agents of the FBI 
in the presence of a representative of the United States 
Attorney. BAIRD Inwodlately inquired as to the identity of 
the United States Attorney and when informed that the local 
United States Attorney was GEORGE J. lONGf JR., BAIRD exclaimed, 
"Don’t bring thaii man out here, I have no use for him.” 
BAIRD further exclaimed, "I have received numerous threats 
from the FBI over the last ten years.” and ”1 have nothing 
to say," BAIRD terminated the contact by stating, ”1*11 
say it all to the Bouse Committee.” Immediately prior to 
termination of contact, BAIf© was advised that if he possessed 
any evidence of misconduct on the part of any FBI Agent, he 
should immediately bring same to the attention of the Attorney 
General of the United States. Contact was terminated at 7:32 PM 
and Special Agents 1 mediately departed the area of the 
residence.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-365 (Jlev. ’1^27-74) -

Date: 3/22/77

Transmit the following in ________ :______________________________ _
(Type in plaintext 'or code)

AIRTEL
(Precedence)

To: Director, FBI (44-38861)

From: SAC, CHARLOTTE (44-1365)(RUC)

ATTENTION:
BXGENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION

B CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
□ CRIMINAL SECTION 

l~1 INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

Subject: MURKIN >

□ EL □ DIH

□ DAMV □ DAMV-FR

I | EID | | Bomb Threats

□ CRA-64
□ PA

□ CAA
□ AP

PE □ PF

IWFC
I | Extremist Matters 

I | White Hate

□ CWAA □ FI

Black
Summary of Complaint:

Re Charlotte teletype to Bureau 1/28/77

OTIS MOORE, Lomas Verdes Number 40, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, has been in telephonic contact with Dr. EUGENE V. GRACE 
at Durham, North Carolina, operator of the Moore Publishing 
Company, to sell a manuscript to GRACE by MOORE in which MOORE 
states he identified assassin of MARTIN LUTHER KING and implied 
this assassin had first sought' to hire MOORE fprz>he

INDICES: □ Negative □ See Summary 
ACTION: U.rf'

lb-Bureau(EncS. ' 5) ^ ^° f^er action being taken and 
^-Memphis (44-19'87) }® LHM enclosed

(Encs. 2) I I FD-376 (Enc. to LHM)
' " ' □ LHM being submitted

I | Report being submitted
I | Preliminary investigation instituted
I | Limited investigation instituted
I | Investigation continuing

1977

□ Copy to: □ USA

>San Juan (Info.)

:.-Charlotte
GSM: let 

--- -------

I | Secret Service 
□ ATF

I- «0
/' G&mgizess os ma c

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge

8 4 APR 1 4 1977 ’
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FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76F

TRANSMIT VIA:
□ Teletype
| | Facsimile
| | A.irtel

PRECEDENCE:
| | Immediate
I | Priority 
□ Routine

CLASSIFICATION:
□ TOP SECRET
□ SECRET
O CONFIDENTIAL
O E F T 0
□ CLEAR

Date__________

CE 44-1365

ADMINISTRATIVE:

By teletype to the Bureau, dated 1/28/77, Memphis 
advised the OTIS MOORE referrecLtp_appears to be identical 
with OTIS HUMPHREY MOOR.E, born^^^^^^laine, Arkansas, 
a white male, Army serial number SSAN
who on 5/15/76, in part related that in 1965, while drinking 
in a bar in Temple, Texas, MOORE was engaged in conversation 
by two unknown males who offered MOORE $50,000,00 to assassinate 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. One of those present was identified 
by MOORE as sa multi-millionaire lawyer from Dallas”.

2*

Approved:  Transmitted Per 
(Number) (Time)
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Charlotte, North Carolina
March 22, 1977

TAMES FART RAY­
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

On January 28, 1977, Dr. EUGENE V.\pRACE, Eye
Surgeon, 911 North Broad Street, Durham, Norph Carolina, who 
also operates Moore Publishing Company, 907 Nprth Broad 
* , reported receipt of a telephone contact on January 27

from OTI^MOORE, Lomas Verdes Number 40, San Juan, 
“ ' I ilephone niamber^B0'^453'3,“ offer’ihg GRACE an

Surgeon, 911 Durham j Nor Carolina, who

Street 
1977,
Puerto Rico, 
op^rtunfty to publish a book by MOORE. MOORE identified
himself as a retired United States Army Master Sergeant.
He stated in his\ book, he identified the assassin of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING and implied this assassin had first sought to hire 
MOORE for the assassination. MOORE, during his telephone
call, claimed to have previously reported this information bo 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and said KELLEY had 
assigned him :a file number. MOORE stated he was in .contact 
with other prospective publishers. He also claimed (correspondence 
with United States Senators FRANKE-CHURCH and EDWARD^KENNEDY. 
During his call, MOORE said he felt his life was in idanger.

GRACE indicated there was a possibility he would be 
back in contact with OTIS MOORE about January 30, 1977, 
concerning publication of the book referred to by MOORE.

On March 17, 1977, Dr. GRACE advised he had not 
had any contact with OTIS MOORE.during the latter part of 
January or early February, as previously proposed. However, 
since GRACE had returned to Durham, North Carolina, in 
mid-February, 1977, MOORE had contacted GRACE’s residence at 
Durham, North Carolina, on two occasions. During one of these 
calls during the latter part of February, 1977, MOORE told 
GRACE’s wife he was staying in Alexandria, Virginia, and was v 
trying to arrange for an appearance before the United States 
House Committee conducting investigation into the death of

^B
’C

^

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY 
OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR AGENCY; IT 
AND ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE 
YOUR AGENCY. ;
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JAMES EARL RAY,

MARTIN LUTHER KING. He indicated his intention to stay 
in the Washington area until someone heard his story. He '
left a telephone number for GRACE to reach him in Alexandria, 
but later when GRACE called this number, he determined that 
the number was to a pay telephone and that MOORE was not 
available there. During the other telephone contact at about 
the same time, MOORE stated that he was currently preparing 
the manuscript for his book. GRACE indicated a desire to see 
this manuscript when it was completed. Since that call, GRACE 
has written to MOORE in Puerto Rico to indicate again an 
interest in seeing the completed manuscript. MOORE, in his 
conversations, again indicated he had corresponded with 
Senator FRANK CHURCH and Senator EDWARD KENNEDY. GRACE stated 
since that time he has had no additional contact with MOORE, 
and noted that he had never had any personal contact with MOORE, 
nor had MOORE indicated any intention of visiting GRACE in 
Durham, North Carolina.

Dr. GRACE did not know if MOORE appeared before the 
House Committee in 1977.
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