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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Charlotte, North Carolina
it o Fease Hfer e | March 22, 1977

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

On January 28, 1977, Dr. EUGENE V. GRACE, Eye
Surgeon, 2911 North Broad Street, Durham, North Carolina, who
also operates Moore Publishing Company, 907 North Broad
Street, reported receipt of a telephone contact on January 27,
1977, from OTIS MOORE, Lomas Verdes Humber 40, San Juan, -
Puerto Rico, telephone number 780-4533, offering GRACE an
opportunity to publish a book by MOORE. MOORE identified
himself as a retired United States Army Master Sergeant.
He stated in his book, he identified the assassin of MARTIN
LUTHER KING and implied this assassin had first sought to hire
MOORE for the assassination. MOORE, during his telephone
call, claimed to have previously reported this information to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and said KELLEY had
assigned him a file number. MNOORE stated he was in contact

with other prospective publishers. e also claimed correspondence

with United States Senators FRANK CHURCH and EDWARD KENNEDY.
During his call, MOORE said he felt his life was in danger.

GRACE indicated there was a possibility he would be
back in contact with OTIS MOORE about January 30, 1977,
concerning publication of the book referred to by MOORE,

On March 17, 1977, Dr. GRACE advised he had not
had any contact with OTIS MOORE during the latter part of
January or early February, as previously proposed. However,
since GRACE had returned to Durham, North Carolina, in
mid-February, 1977, MOORE had contacted GRACE's residence at
Durham, North Carolina, on two occasions. During one of these
calls during the latter part of February, 1977, MOORE told
GRACE's wife he was staying in Alexandria, Virginia, and was
trying to arrange for an appearance before the United States
House Committee conducting investigation into the death of

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS
NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. 1IT IS THE PROPERTY
OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TG YOUR AGENCY; IT

ANMD ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE
YOUR AGENCY.
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JAMES EARL RAY.

MARTIN LUTHER KING. He indicated his intention to stay

in the Washington area until someone heard his story. He

left a telephone number for GRACE to reach him in Alexandria,
but later when GRACE called this number, he determined that
the number was to a pay telephone and that MOORE was mnot
available there. During the other telephone contact at about
the same time, MOORE stated that he was currently preparing
the manuscript for his book. GRACE indicated a desire to see
this manuscript when it was completed. Sincz that call, GRACE
has written to MOORE in Puerto Rico to indicate again an
interest in seeing the completed manuscript. ™MOORE, in his
conversations; again indicated he had corresponded with
Senator rRANK CHURCH and Senator IEDWARD KENNEDY. GRACE stated
since that time he has had no additional contact with MOORE,
and noted that he had never had any personal contact with MHOORE,
nor had MOORE indicated any intention of visiting GRACE in
Durham, North Carolina.

Dr. GRACE did not know if MOORE appeared before the -
House Committee in 1977.

"~
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- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Charlotte, North Carolina

In Reply, Pleuse Refer to March 22 1977
’

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

On January 28, 1977, Dr. EUGENE V. GRACE, Eye
Surgeon, 911 North Broad Street, Durham, North Carolina, who
also operates Moore Publishing Company, 907 North Broad
Street, reported receipt of a telephone contact on January 27,
1977, from OTIS MOORE, Lomas Verdes Number 40, San.Juan,
Puerto Rico, telephone number 780-4533, offering GRACE an
opportunity to publish a book by MOORE. MOORE identified
himself as a retired United States Army Master Sergeant.
He stated in his book, he identified the assassin of MARTIN
LUTHER KING and implied this assassin had first sought to hire
MOORE for the assassination. MOORE, during his telephone
call, claimed to have previously reported this information to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and said KELLEY had
assigned him a file number. MOORE stated he was in contact

with other prospective publishers, He also claimed correspondence

with United States Senators FRANK CHURCH and EDWARD KENNEDY.
During his call, MOORE said he felt his life was in danger.

GRACE indicated there was a possibility‘he would be
back in contact with OTIS MOORE sbout January 30, 1977,
concerning publication of the book referred to by MOORE.

On March 17, 1977, Dr. GRACE advised he had not
had any contact with OTIS MOORE during the latter part of
January or early February, as previously proposed. However,
since GRACE had returned to Durham, North Carolina, in
mid-February, 1977, MOORE had contacted GRACE's residence at
Durham, North Carolina, on two occasions. During one of these
calls during the latter part of February, 1977, MOORE told
GRACE's wife he was staying in Alexandria, Virginia, and was
trying to arrange for an appearance before the United States
House Committee conducting investigation into the death of

THIS DOCUMENT COWTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS

NOR CONCLUSIONS OrF THE FBI. IT IS TUHE PROPERTY
OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR AGENCY; IT

AND ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE
YOUR AGENCY. :
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' JAMES EARL RAY.

MARTIN LUTHER KING. He indicated his intention to stay

in the Washington area until someone heard his story. He

left a telephone number for GRACE to reach him in Alexandria,
but later when GRACE called this number, he determined that
the number was to a pay telephone and that MOORE-was mnot
available there. During the other telephone contact at about
the same time, MOORE stated that he was currently preparing
the manuscript for his book. GRACE indicated a desire to see
this manuscript when it was completed. Since that call, GhACL
has written to MOORE in Puerto Rico to indicate again an
interest in seeing the completed manuscript. MOORE, in his
conversations, again indicated he had corresponded with
Senator FRANK CHURCH and Senator IDWARD KENNEDY. GRACE stated
since that time he has had no additional contact with MOORE,

and noted that he had never had any personal contact with MOORE,

nor had MOORE indicated any intention of visiting GRACE in
Durham, North Carolina.

Dr. GRACE did not know if MOORE appeared before the
House Committee in 1977.
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FD-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) Q A OB s

FBI
Date: 3/30/77

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL - REGISTERED
fjj (Precedence)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740)

SUBJECT: »MURKIN
CR
00: MEMPHIS

ReBHairtel, 3/21/77.

On 3/30/77, Major EMMETT DIXON, Alabama Highway
Patrol (AHP), Montgomery, Alabama, advised that an AHP trooper
had an informant who had been in contact with a MORRIS DAVIS,
Birmingham, Alabama. DAVIS related information to the informant
concerning a conspiracy to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING which
involved FRANK LIBERTO and DR. GUS PROSCH. DAVIS indicated
to the trooper's informant that the information had been related
to the FBI, but apparently no action was taken.

Major DIXON was advised that the Birmingham Office had
been in contact with MORRIS DAVIS on several occasions, had taken
all information in the possession of DAVIS, and had furnished
this information to FBIHQ and interested offices. DIXON was
advised that Birmingham is positive that the FBIHQ had furnished
DAVIS' information to interested congressional committees, as’
DAVIS had stated that a representative of the House of
Representatives Committee had been in contact with him.

e

| The above is set forth for information of FBIHQ and
\ Mobile. As Birmingham has had numerous contacts with DAVIS,

!

\

he will not be contacted at this time; however, Birmingham will
continue to disseminate any pertinent 1nformatlon Volunteered

by DAVIS. ST ]_06 ,;,f Mj\") P (/ A
d— Bureau REC“Y‘ : :

1 - Mobile (Info) B2 APR/I'( 1977 .
1l - Memphis (44-1987) (Info) : - .
1l - New Orleans (Info) - ey LSl ST
1 - Birmingham

ALB:hss

=y

(6)

Approved: W / Sent ' M  Per

8 4 APR 1 1 ,‘977 Special/Agent in Charge
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Transmit the following in

/

*6'D-36 (Rev. 2-14-74) . - : ’ ; -

FBI
Date: 3/30/77

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL - AIRMAIL

P@ Bureau (Enc. l(ﬂm‘

(Precedence)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: . SAC;—LOUISVILLE (44-947) (P)

@
SUBJECT : ((MURKIN-

, / i
Re Louisville teletype to Bureau dated 3/20/77, |
Bureau teletype to Louisville dated 3/26/77, Louisville !

teletype to Bureau dated 3/27/77, Loulsvxlle teletype to Bureau
dated 3/29/77 and Bureau telephone call to Louisville, 3/30/77.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are ten (10) copies
of self-explanatory LHM setting forth details concernlng
recent reported allegation by CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 ,
Louisville, Kgntuck¥ that he had received offer from FBI.. -
gents and police oificers to assassinate MARTIN LUTHER KING
JR,, inclusive of local newspaper articles relating to sarié’
and unsuccessful attempt to interview CLIFTON E. BAIRD.

Enclosed for Memphis are two (2) copies of above
described LHM, which contains summary of all information
developed to date concerning instant aspect of captioned matter.

i
It is noted that Louisville Division indices containf};

only single reference to "CLIFTON EUGENE BAIRD, Officer,
Louisville Police Departmen S - ), which file was
destroyed on 2/28/77. No information is contained in
Louisville Division files substantiating BAIRD's allegation on
3/29/77 that he has received numerous threats from the FBI
over the last ten years.

Copy of encl Sed LHM being disseminated locally to ﬂ@

U. S. Attorney, Louisg s, Kentucky.

A il /- L

Memphis (Enc. 2) !~ W | “—w 7“5
2 - Louisville vl Legpt g ¢ ]
EVA/scs /- mz%ﬂj%; APR / w7 |
©

A

/0'%7/*77 5y e

Special Agent in Char,

8 4 APR 1 1 1977 . ) . ’ GPO : 1975 O - 590-992
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This document is a copy from the FOIA file. The original document was not in the file.
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PRIORITY

CLEAR

TO LOUISVILLE
BT

CLEAR

=

RE YOUR FACSIMILLE DATED MARCH 23, 1977, AND BUTELCAL

MARCH 25, ]977.
ON MARCH 25,

ATTORNEY GENERAL,

FM DIRECTOR (44-38861)

e PO ERE S R S e A £ St 14

H
H

- Mr. Lawn
- External Affairs

ey e

1977, ROBERT L. KEUCH, DEPUTY ASSISTANT

CRIMINAIL DIVISION, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF

JUSTICE, WHO HAS BEEN APPOINTED SPECIAL COUNSEL FOR THE

DEPARTMENT IN MATTERS CONCERNING THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE \

LI

ON ASSASSINATIONS, ADVISED THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS \

AUTHORIZED THE INTERVIEW OF CLIFTON E. BAIRD BY THE FBI,

IN THE PRESENCE OF AN ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY (AUSA)

LOUISVILLE, CONCERNING ALL DETAILS OF HIS RECENT’REPORTED

ALLEGATION THAT HE HAD RECEIVED AN OFFER FROM FBI AGENTS AND

POLICE OFFICERS TO KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. FOR FIVE

HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS . o - REC-62 \\L\ o —/\

.~ HNH:nlc (9)

i L S

. Umm/\'* *RLEIVFE e

4 TA 7
SEE NOTE PAGE 2. ',. 23 MAR 3071977

«u—-u-—-quuunl

o7

ENN&&RHMWHWSHMN.

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

'MAR2519
/HSYe

rpo 1976 O - 207.52¢ \ .
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PAGE TWO

- INTERVIEW BAIRD FOR ALL DETAILS. ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN COP}

'COPIES OF THE ALLEGED TAPES. IF THE OFFICE OF THL UNITED
' STATES ATTORNEY HAS ‘ANY. QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS MATTER
EAVE IT CONTACT MR. KEUCH OF THE DEPARTMENT DIRECT.

SUTEL RESULTS FOLLOWED BY LHM.

NOTE. ‘Congressman M. G. Snyder Kentucky, recently revealed

e had received letter from an unnamed police officer who made
' allegatlon he had received offer from FBI Agents and police

. cecae .~  Officers to kill King. The unnamed police officer reportedly
AT made tapes of offer, one of which was stolen, and the other
turned over to the House Select Committee on Assassinations.
Subsequent newspaper accounts identified unnamed officer as

Clifton E. Baird.

Legal Counsel Division requested authorlty from
Department to 1nterv1ew Baird.

on 3/25/77, at about 4:30 p.m. Mr. Keuch of the
Department, mentioned above, telephonically advised SA Paul’
Daly of the Legal Counsel Division that the Attorney General
. authorized the FBI to interview Baird in the presence of an
AUSA. SAC, Louisville telephonically advised 3/25/77.

BT

| | | i
] , o o

ERrRES

WW..M(‘“— ~MMMW‘ * o m__. \"‘“-v *-**"‘5'9“, :;_‘:.‘,c_.u T
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This document is a copy from the FOIA file. The original document was not in the file.
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‘ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum | I

ssistant Attorney Gene.ral ' DATE: Ap'ril 4, 1977
IMINAL DIVISION ATTN: Mr. Robert L. Ko

irector, FBI

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTIER KING, JR.

CIVIL RIGHTS

’

Reference is madeto _______ memorandum dated
(your file . ).

There is enclosed one copy of thesenast.of Special. Agend an-2tP¢ — — — —
dated ____ 3/2C/27  at #umxm,_xoam.cw_____

“A. [ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning

a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [J The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

C. [ The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
. v adv1sed to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [J Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no mvestiéation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. [ This is submitted for your information and you will be advtsed of further
developments.

G. x) This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

. | . . . (y
H. [ This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau-unless the Department so directs.

o
nc. (l)
1l « Civil Bights Divieion (encl 1)
1l « 0ftice ot Profesalonal Respongibility, U. S D.J.
E " s o
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Assistant Attorney General
" CRIMINAL DIVISION

c¢c = CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY,

§SSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, IR,
IVIL RIGETS

‘ The files at our Louisville Office of the FBI and
at FBI Headgquarters contain no reference to the receipt of .
any complaint from MR, BAIRD regarding alleged threats. The
only reference to MR, BAIRD in these filea is that he was
the subject of a civil rights brutality complaint in 1263,

A preliminary civil rights investigation was conducted, and
the results vore furnished to the Civil Rights Division and
no additional feddral action resulted.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 « , 5010-g106 - - é
ez oo F b

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT . | . ; ’ pl/

M emomndum

n?‘{;; e
TO : Assistant Attorney General : DATE: Yﬁ.}uﬁ.}; cﬁ, 1997
CHINEIRAL DIVISTON AT{QW‘: M. ﬁﬁhﬂrﬁi Tre Heuch

FROM : Director, FBI

VR ASSASSINATION OF WARTIN LUTHEE KING, JR,

LIVIL RIGHDS

\

Reference ismadeto___  memorandum dated
(your file ).

There is enclosed.one copy of L@Jw@qm%alﬁég% S

dated f’*f“ I"“? o at _ Ty devrd 3 eyt un"v«?

A. [] This covers the preliminary investigation.and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [] The investigation is contihuing. and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

C. [] The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [] Please advise whether you desire any furt.her- investigation.

F. [] This is submitted for your mformatmn and you will be advised of further
developments.

. G. This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. [ This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau-unless the Department so directs.

Enc. {33

L = Civil Rights Divigion (encl. 1y ) -
1w Office of Profegslonal Beoponsibility, U.8,D.7, (ebol. 1}

AR ATTACHRD ROTE é@ﬁ"’”

FBl/DOJ

2025 RELEASE UNDERE.O. 14176




) jLAssistant Attarney General _
| CRIMINAL DIVISION ~* - @ -

B0 - CIVIL RIGﬁTS DIVISIGN

- W ie " . - {

OFFICE. OF PRQFES&IONAL RESPONSIBILJTY, U; .D.J-,

Assassmmm\x cr mnmt L:mm xme m.
-*,azvxz. RIGHTS - - o

The files at our - Louisville foica af the ¥BI and L

- oat FBI‘ﬂeadquarters contain no refevence to the receipt of o
. .any complaint from MRi BAIRD regarding alleged threats. The : -
~only reference to MRy BAIRD in- these files is that he was

the subject of a civil rights brutality eomplaint in 1963.

& preliminary civil rights investigation was conducted, and
" the results werée furnished to the Civil: Rights ﬁivis;on and
. na»aéditzenal fedﬂral actian resulted.z; . .
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This document is a copy from the FOIA file. The original document was not in the file.
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{
o . FBI . . -~ ~ : \
TRANSMIT VIA: } PRECEDENCE: - CLASSIF  )TION: : . \
O Teletype (] Immediate 0 TOP SECRET ' : : \ ‘
(] Facsimile ‘ [ Priority : [0 SECRET ' b
irtel {2 Routine [0 CONFIDENTIAL _ cansiispe.
BN COJEFTO b
{J CLEAR !
. I
; Date 4117177 :
1/‘, """"""""""""""""""" R T T T T
TO : . Director, FBI (44-38861)
,/FROM: SAC, Memphis . (44-1987)
MURKIN'

: Re telephone call from Supervisor HAL HELTERHOFF,'
FBIHQ, to Memphis, 3/30/77. '

, On 3/31/77, Acting Chief JOHN HOLT, Memphis Police

- Department, advised SA BURL F. JOHNSON that any information

or reports furnished to the FBI by the Memphis Police Department
in conjunction with captioned case may be released to the House
Select Committee on Assassinations without the expressed consent
of the Memphis Police Department. '

L S ad . o . . . - ‘ /‘ .

—_—

6208

(2 - Bureau

-

1l - Memphis . : N | o - " ]
RHB:1n =~ :\?“ ——— SECese RIS i
(3) 8 - =T
‘ BT APR_4~ 1977
@}0‘( o
: :

APWW&:E%W Transmitted T
§ 4 APR15197T

N A t Bl . ol 0 e ad
g PR N o 0D,
3 3 st ! A T
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OPFTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . .
o e s QE - .
*  ‘ONITED STATES GOWERNMENT
. Memorandum S

TO ° DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) DATE: 4/11/77

mom\)\\‘?/ﬁfsp_c, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
)

&2 -
SUBJECT! “MURKIN -~
N ==

IR

7 Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of a letter
to the Memphis Police Department, Memphis, Tennessee,
from RUFUS J. HARPOM, Spokane, Washington.

For the information of the Bureau, the original
of this letter was provided the Memphis Division of the
FBI by a representative of the Homicide Bureau, Memphis,
Tennessee, Police Department.

UACB, no action is contemplated by the Memphis
Division regarding enclosed letter.

/
!
\.‘ y y
s g
2 )- Bureau (Encs. 1) - . P
Q— Memphis ’?50-26 - e c i '{} ST
BLP: ja _ PRSI (7//_,
@ T Al et | —_—
WU o) 4 APR23 B
Zé' 7 // . . ) ma%‘ 1
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T
0-70 (Rév. 3-28-72)
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION

R
‘ 5010-106
» GSA GEN. REG. NO, 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

Attention: Mr. Robert L.
: Director, FBI

TO
0
J

_ Keueh
FROM

SUBJECT, ASSASSINATIQR

OF MARTIN LIFTHER
(/f,{mﬁ s JR. bbb

Reference is made to

(your file ).
losed f &m
. There is enclosed one copy of § gq'gyo
date B/13/77

memorandum dated

‘

AN

DATE:

/18777

mamnguom Star = Newsz" article

,mﬁ@

encgcmure from Hyron r;iillett
from *Aﬁ‘c[j %ﬁ

donatd, ¢ 3%%%&&4&%@%?;& and no

207

B, A
s and one f.:ony of & Jetter
further action concerning

8 4 APR2 01977

a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [] The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

C. [ The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [T] Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. [ This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments. jji , AN e
- ’/ iv/% . !

"//“’ R
X7 This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

=

ERRIIIICE | PSR TINY  Cereetne

NOT RECCERDED
Ybapr 20 1977

H. [] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action wi
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

an

Eﬁc 4
1 ~ Assistant Abtorney Ceneral

Civil Rights Division SEE NOTE PAGE TWO

F.le s

FB1/DOJ

1 ~ 0fflce of Prmessicnul Reaponsibility
USBJ

¥ FEHGLOSURE)
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-Asslstant Attorney General

Criminal Division : . : :
Attn: Mr. Robert L. Keuch ‘ . _ A

NOTE: Inclosed is a copy of a newspaper .article which appeared
in the "Washington Star - Mews." . '

e .

The files of FBI Headcuarters. ‘lashington, D. C.., reflect

Uthat one IMyron Billett communicated w1th the PRI in Cctober

of 1974, and cories of his correspondence are also enclosed.
Also enclosed 1s a copy of a letfer from our Cincinnatl Cffice

of the PBI dated 12/18/7L. - .

o

files reflect that one

Also for your information.,
Myron Thomas Billett, dob wvas Investigated in 1853
for a possible violation o lelective Service Act of 1¢h8,
Billett had possession of a Selective Service registration
certifiqate in the name of another individual and the
United States Attorney's 0ffice 1in East St. Louls, Illinois,
declined prosecution of Billett for violation of tne Selective
Service Act. :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




Assoc. Dir.
Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. ___

, Asst. Dir.:

’ Adm. Serv.
Ext. Affairs
Fin. & Pers.
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Inmate TeIIs of FBI, CIA Offer in ng’s D'eath

COLUMBUS (UPI) — An inmate at the Ohio and CIA agents and Gambino, who has since dxed )
Penitentiary Reception and Treatment Center = Gambino rejected the offer and later passed the
here -5aid the FBI and CIA ‘agents offered former word that no Mafia family would accept the offer
Mafia kingpin Carlo Gambino $1 million to kill tokillKing, Billett said. _
Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968, but Gambino ré-  Rep. Louis- Stokes, D-Ohio, chairman of the
jected the offer, it was reported yesterday assassinations committee, said he ordered Evans.
' Scripps-Howard Newspapers, in a copyrighted to investigate the allegations after Scripps-Howard
story by William Pillar, said Myron Billett, 52, will newspapers asked Stokes if a letter sent by Billatt
be questloned by Ed Evans chief investigator for to House Speaker Thomas O’Neill had been turned
the House assassinations commlttee in Washing-* over to the committee.

"ton. - O'Neill’s officetold the newspapers that the let-
The newspapers said Billett, alxas Paul Buccilli, ter had not been located.
set up a secret meeting in January 1968 at a hidea-  ““We will be in touch with Bxllett to check out his

‘way motel in Apalachm, N.Y., between ‘the FBI\ story,” said Evans. ] » .

The Washington Post _____
Washington Star-News _‘éi___
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times ___
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

4/13/71
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' ' ) : Oct. 20,74,
Dgzé.r "S ir; - ) C .

. ' I am writting this letter toAyOuyﬁecause T have no-pretense
of ever getting out of Chilliéothe 2live. I am writting my 1ife story,
Some of i% you have on Ffiles, alot you dont, Some of it will shock you
as I have alwaj been g 1ittle two bit punk. and that the way you was
to think. 1t gave me a2 clear path to run ny errand; of the Syndicaﬁe.
1t 211 started back in-éBof 44 with my neeting with Ben Segal and Miss'
Hill, Aand go 8ll the way uwp to the last few years with detail on Vincent
Sgitante andé Tony Accardo, With & hell of a2 lot more that could get me
kill. But I want no interfered on this untill T noticefly you that I am
done with the story. You will get one first before I moved on it.If some- o
happen to me, You can contact Mr. Charlie Hice at 5926 Cindy West Carrolltor
«Ohio, He will full you in with all the detail. I am not So mercenary ,
that I doat think that- this story will made money, That is my main reason
for writting it, and also this,? I have bsen nothing but a t00l use,

I was use first by Ben Segal;l was use bp the Syndicate; And use in all
the joints I been in. Well now it payback time Tet see  if they cen take
| the fueking-as well as .I have, I am sending you 2 fo%wérﬂ to this story,
I wen® it understood thet I em not talking wntill I am Finish with the
8t0YY . ‘Then I promise you I'will talk I will tell you the whole mess,

I am no nut as the record will show,at this stage of the gaue Iv WLsh
T wess . Your Trulj :

Myron Billett I39-0IT
Chillicothe Correcticnal Inst.
P.0.Box 5500 '
Chillicothe Ohio

45601

Pavl Buececilli.

ﬁgﬂﬂﬂSﬂmgf/Z?Qg;i}?paﬂlgy/%—
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TASTED YEAHK — Mn fubobiography of Crime

Within this book, I will attempt to cxplain what m2kes a man
waste avay hig life in crime. I will recound the b.l.";' dovble-cross
that got rackebesr Buggsy Segal killed: all that wag behind the -
scene of his rmurder and wihy Buggsy took ‘zoOO 030 from outside the
mob and allowed naracoties racketeers to move into L.A. and the
West Coast in general—and who ordered him "hith,

I vwill present another story yet untold of Carl Chesswman, of
his long stay on death row fighting to evade execution as the Red
Light Bandib, and how Chessman was framed by the ¥ob and of Frank
‘Buceilli's connectJ_on to all this.

I vill tell you of ’che two coldest crlmlnals I have ever knowm,
Hitchecock and $m1‘ch, whose crimes and executions were writien about
by Trumen Capote in his "fact~fiction" I COID BLCCD, and how Smith
and Hitchcock actually laughed ab. the gallery, ' ,

Too, I will detail the death of a 17-year—-old boy who hanged

himself at Soledad prison rather-than again submit himself to forced .
. ac:(,g of ho:rosmab.’cy. ) . ) - . N .

T w1l reveal the :Lnsn.de stoxy of how the Svrm:l.caue movad J'n:to
Demrer and corruptﬁd thirty-four po]_'z.cer"en, uhe county sheviff and - .
other mekbers of the cit¥'s administration. '

| Herein, too, you will find accounts of ky thirity years as a
criminal; my eleven years of imprisonment in four of the most nor—
torious joints in the country—izlla Wella, Washington; Carsom City,
Nevaday SanQuentin, Ca 13 ornie; and Lansing,Kensas prison. There
will 21so be highlights ssociation with Warden Clinton Duffy of
Quentin. '

Recounted are my efforts to get
cormmunication with President John F, Kemn
from his secretary . Lincoln,

T4 should be inme adislely obvicus
writer and I make no such vpretense,
hard fachts of my life of erima in the
-The truths of my statemsnis are docwrented

across the natici-—yet many of thesz:

print, plus other details I know only .‘rg_‘ecausa‘ T e
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“most, SO in no way is the write? worried.

h T . .

Page two-—»-%’aSTED YE[{ o : : ‘ (

Fur’cher&nore, this is a story of the Syhdicate; of i'ac}ceteer
Sega,lj of how T brought the big bodde racket out of Philly at
Whitemarsh Valley Coymtry Club and ope’ra‘bed it for the Swotiox
Syndicate for two years—a $100, 000 ‘a Year income,

I will connect Jack Ruby with the Symdicate and tell how he
was talked into killing Lee Harvey Oswald.

Lastly, I will expose my own comections with the marcoties '
rackets in Laon and tell how the narcotics buéiness was operated
by Vincent Sgitante and Tony Accardo, and how I played decoy with
the L.A. FBI to set vup'opera’cions so there would be no repercussions.

This is my story.

. —Myron Billett (Pawl Buccilli)

i Author Note

4 1th or a vear af the
Do_e 40 - glaucoma, doctor give this writer =a nopt oY v 2

about renprcu351onu

the. Synidicate,Death would be a God send.

—

from
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Pederal Bureau.of Investigation
014 P.0.Bz.
- I2 th & Pa, Ave

Washington D.C. -
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| Sreeen Billett T39-0T1T -
| e nal {nst

Apillicothe Jorrectio
¥ P.0.Box 5500.. .
| " Chillicothe Ohio 45601
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1932 EDITION
GSA FPMR (a1 cFR) 101138

UNFITED STATES G.ERNMLNT : . .

S Memorandum

T0o . : D DATE: 12/18/74

FROM : SAC; CINCIWNATI (22-1573) (C)

SUBJECT: CHANGEDf// g}////
_ wmw"T OMASBILLETT, Aka.,

Myro 1ll°tt,

Pau‘~Bucc1111

> l39ﬁ0 1 Chillicothe Correctlonal Instltutlon
Cﬁilllcothe, Oth

Onz,

ﬂw—‘f“ ' .

Tltle mark ced changod to show the complete true name of
‘subject as MYRON- THOMAS BILLETT and alias .of PAUL BUCCILLI. -
Title previously listed as "MYRON BILLETT, 139-011 Ch1111cothev
Correctlonal Iﬁstltutlon, Chillicothe, Ohlo"

/
Re WFO let to the Bureau, 10/29/74.

. On 11/19/74, Mr. ADRIAN MOORE, Records Clerk,

2?

advised that captioned individual was currently an inmate.
He advised that he was unable to locate this individual's.
file and presumed that some of the officials may have the

" file on review. \

On 12/12/7 , Mr. MOORE made available the CCI File Fo%?
captioned individual. This file was reviewed and found to |

. : . . . [.
contain the following information: 7 : i

y)

. Complete name of individual is MYRON THOMAS BILLETT ’
CCI #139-011, also known as PAUL BUCCILLI. He wasvreceivedi
at Chillicothe Reception Center on 5/15/74, from Hamilton !
County on a sentence of 6 to 25 vears for armed robbery to
run concurrantly with manslaughter first degree. He was
transferred from the Chillicothe Reception Center to CCI on
7/8/74. He is describead as a white male, DOB[::::::::] POB.
La Granee, Oregon, citizenship U. S., marital status single,

religion Catholic, FBI — SSAN | | height
5'8", weight 149 1bs., hair gray, eves blue, tattoos, left

|
forearm German sign. Acguaintances, NETTIE FREDERICKS, 154 ;
S. Detroit, Dayton, Ohio; WILLARD DANIS, Box 226, Houoton, o
Texas. : ’

ngureauv ‘ &
1-Los Angeles (Info) g

1-WFO (Info)

;?4 e et ENCLOSURE % IPFE

.54 RIB:mib (Bwy U.S. Savings Bonds Rc@‘l//f con 'the Payroll Savings Plan

3010+ -13-02

Chillicothe Correctional Institution (CCI), Chillicothe,.Ohio,,*/
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CI 92~1573

His records indicate a phvsical exam on 5/15/74, -
the results of which indicates complete blindness in left
“eye, prostrate and enlarged and emphysema.

The file contained results of psychiatric examination
of 6/13/74, which indicates individual has above average
intelligence. This indicates personality test shows
possibility of moderate personality disorganization and
signs of possible mild organic brain dysfunction, physical
discomfort, tension, depression, hostility, dependent
interpersonal relationship, poor work and hostility towards
women. The file further indicates that BILLETT is a "loner"
type who feels emotionally, socially, and sexually inadequate
to a point of being devoid of meaningful involvement in life.
The exam indicates he is a passive~dependent individual who
harbors a great deal of hostility and who internalizes
hostility to the point of suffering psychophysical ailments.
He is also described as being very insecure.

Prior employment listed for BILLETT, 1969-1970 roofing
company, Acme Kansas; April, 1970, to February, 1971, ;
downtown apartment center, 330 E. 5th St., Cincinnati, Ohio,
(caretaker); 3/71, to 2/72, Salvation Armv Center, 616 Jackson
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 2/72, to 4/73, Kellogg Seed Company,

812 Florida St., Milwaukee, Wisconsin. . . .

Common law wife, EDNA ROSEBURG, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

The file indicates that BILLETT has used the alias of
PAUL BUCCILLI since 19692, and the file contains a detainer
from the Milwaukee, Wisconsin authorities.

In view of statements concerning subject's diagnosis
in his file, no further action being taken by the
Cincinnati Division and this matter is being closed.
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FD-365 (Rev. 11-27-74)> »

Transmit the following in

Qg-mraau(x“ims. ©8)

o -

FBI

Date:

322777

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL
(Precedence)
To: Director, FBI (@.,38861} ATTENTION:
57; GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION
** fm CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
From: Y CRIMINAL SECTION

1 INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

Subject: mxﬂ

@ CR [JEL [ODIH []CRA-64
[(1JPA [™OPE [ PF [CE
[ DAMV [} DAMV-FR []CAA
[(JAP [ IWFC [JCWAA [ FI
JEID []Bomb Threats [ ] Extremist Matters
(] White Hate [ Black

Summary of Complaint:

Re ¢harlotte teletype to Bureauw, 1/28/77,

- DTIS MOORE, Lomas Verdes Nuwber 40, San Juan, Puerto
Rico, has been in telap ¢ contact with Dr. EUGENE V. GRACE
at Durham, North Carvline, operator of the Mpoore Publishing
Company, Lo se¢ll a manuscript to GRACE by MOORE in which MOORE
states he identifled assassin of MARTIN LUTHER KING and implied

this assassin bhad fivst sought to hire MOORE for the assassination,

INDICES: [} Negative [] See Summary

ACTION: UACB:
¥®] No further action being taken and
) x@ LHM enclosed [J Copy to: []USA -

2-Mamphis (44-1987) ] FD-376 (Enc. to LHM) [ Secret Service
(Encse 2) () LHM being submitted ] ATF —
1"&213 Juan, (Infce) [ Report being submitted :
{Ence 1) ] Preliminary investigation instituted
1“@1221?10321;"@ (] Limited investigation instituted
%%% let (] Investigation continuing
NP7
Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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CE 44-1365

ADMINISE RATIVE:

By neletma to the BL.rcau, dcn:ed 1/28/77, tlemphis.
advz.sed the 0TIS MOORE referrved t ars to be identical
with OTIS HUMPHREY MOORE, bora at Elaine, Arkansas,
a white male, Avmy s'ﬁrn.al number RA s SSAN
who on 5/15/ 76, in part related that in 1905, while drinking
in a bar in Temple, Texas, MOORE was engaged in conversation .
by two unlknown males who offered MOORE $50,000.00 to assassinate
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Onég of those prescnt was 1dmztifie&
by MOCURE as'h multi-millionaire lawyer from Dallas”.

.r\‘)
%

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FI-36 (Rev, 7-27-76) ‘ . . '

{ 8 4 APRZ 11977

FBI ' 1
: [ -
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: Ifj;c A%‘j“
[ Teletype [] Immediate [] TOP SECRET ADeél ﬁw Inv.
55 r.:
[] Facsimile (] Priority (1 SECRET IAdm. Serv.
N . TN xt. Affai N ™
[ XAirtel [] Routine [] CONFIDENTIAL Fm & Persrs\“k\v’
EFTO
] CLEAR T
A Legal Coun, ___
Date 4/8/71 Flan, & Insp.
2 ni el el peinfinilvetuaali el ettt —Red Mgt T T ]
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) S 6T sor ]
{ Svec. Inv. ____
Training ___
FROM: SAC, LOUISVILLE (4u4-947) (P) Telephone Rm, _

Director’s Sec'y___

e N
SUBJECT:(_MURKIN /

Re Louisville airtel to the Bureau dated 3/30/77.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are two newspaper
articles from "The Kentucky Messenger" dated 3/30/77, published
at Mayfield, Kentucky, and "The Kentucky Post" dated 3/31/77,
published at Covington, Kentucky, setting forth details con-
cerning recent reported allegation by CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 7
Edsel Lane, Louisville, Kentucky, that he had received offer //fr
from FBI Agents and police officers to assassinate MARTIN o
LUTHER KING, JR.

It is noted no information is contained in the files
of the Louisville Division substantiating allegatlons reported Y
in the above newspapers. Z - a

L I - o v
i, F o '~_,- e
b

“\;LGSU! 2\
’z::l Bureau (Enc. 2)

2 -~ Louisville

CRH:1Imt
(4) ‘
O - ,!,(:O) ‘l E 0‘ I. ol _/,J !"A
Hepo .
- o~ /\-.7./
e 7.
= - Z/ E
Approved: SS‘C—/ Nﬁ L Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time)
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| SO w877,
.T0: . .  DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) b

FROM: .  SAC, LOUISVILLE (44-847) (P) -~

SUBJECT: ~"MURKIN: . . == L .t

1yRe Loulsv1lle alrtel to the Bureau dated 3/30/77.
Enclosed herew1th for the Bureau are two newspaber

at Mayfield ‘Kentucky, and "The Kentucky Post" -dated 3/31/77,

publlshed at Covington, Kentucky, setting forth details con-

- cerning recent reported allegation by CLIFTON E. BAIRD, 7813 .

"' Edsel Lane, Loulsv:Llle Kentucky, that he had received offer

. from FBI-Agents and pollce offlcers to ctssassa_nate MARTIN -
" LUTHER KING JR. : :

It lS noted no 1nformatlon is contalned in the flles"
of the Loulsv:Llle DlVlSlon substan‘tlatlng allegatlons reported
in the above newspapers. : y . : -

/Z§> Bureau (Enc. 2)

2 - Loulsv111e

CRHiLmt® . 7l; e
() S
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% member of the committee, charactenze
sthe Ietter as on of "several leadﬁ wen
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i"D-SSOl(Re-v. “11-11-75)

" BY JIM EBERLE

Kentucky Post Washington Bureay

WASHINGTON: Clifton E.
retired Louisville: policeman \»ho rlmms
he was asked to kill Dr. Martin Luther
King jr. in the mid-1960s, says he was
threatened by FBI agents and others he
dld not know,

1 His charge is cnntmned in a letter to
Rep. M. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., who read

-Baird's account of the alleged conspiracy

on \h-* House floor, Wednesday:

The letter Sayder read from_ had 18
blank spaces, including the identity of
Baird, the police dcpartmcnt he once
worked for, the names of thrce FBI
agents and six Louisvilla policeman and
information relating to annvestigation of
Baird in Owensboro, his hometown.

- The House later voted 230 to 181, with
Squyder's support, to permit the House
Alsassination Coramittee to continue its

" investigation of the assassinations of King

anaformer President John ¥. Kennedy.

Gnyder said several members
redited his reading of the letier with
he]pn the committee remain in exist-

. ence. Snyder himself had voted against .

the committee in February, before he
received the letter from Baird.

There was scattered applause- for-
Snyder when he finished his statement by

* saying if the allegations were true they

should be investigated and if they're not
true the FBI and other law enforcement
agencies accused should be exonerated.

Delegate Walter Fauntroy, D-D. C @

,pmt or plols to.assas

{Movims 10 . ,-'/:- - . ~

we're pursuing th at suggest there was a

sinate Martin Luther
King prior to April 1963." PR
Baird . said in the letter he ‘was ..
“threatened" on three different occq",f\\ns
by FBI agents and a month hefore the |
King kil hng "I was threatened scven or -
eirht times by people I did not know.".

Baird's letter also suggests thq;
were more than three FBI agents alleged-
ly involved in the SH60.000 offer to Baird
1o kill the civil rights leader.

Baird listed three FBI agents by
name but he said there were "others that
1 did not know." He alsn identified six
members of the Louisville police depart-
ment, the force he served on for 27 years.

Suyder did not identify thie policemen
but he did read Baird's description of the-
rank or positinn they held in the depart-
ment: chief of detectives, captain, lieuta-
nent, officer, lizutanent in the hnmoc\de
burcau and the president of the Fratertt al
Order of Police.

Four of the six policemen cmtarted
by Scripps Howard Newspapers denied
any knowledge of a plot to kill King.

Baird said the offer, which Lz record- ;
ed on tape, came at a time when he was |
under "intense investigation" by police
and the FBI. Scripps-Howard Newspapers
quoted sources close to the committee as |
saying the alleged conspirators were !
trying to blackmail Baird into participat-
ing because he was suspected of being
involved in a dynamite ring m )wms- ‘

3

The Kentucky Post
March 31, 1977

boro, his hometown. i
Balrd said in the letter that w en he.

— -t \,) -
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} }*?,fl r[xe force he went (e a reporter for
Inittd Press International. He said the

) rep(her did not kecp the appointment th -
" hea the tapes. He said he npext contacted
James Earl Ray's attorneys, who refer-
red him to their investigator in

" Frederick, Md. Ray pleaded guilty to kill-
ing King and is scrving a 99-year prison

sentence. e l

The investigator, Balrd smd wantcd i
to know "what business it was of mine
and where I was going to hide if I tried to :
do anything with the tapes."

Snyder told his colleagues oh the floor
" he normally doesn’t discuss his mail with
. anyone. But he said he met with the ]etteg ‘
writer and got bis approval to use th ’
lett r with the deletions.

IMI was not and am not an admirer of\
" Dr.” Martin Luther King's tactics or
. philosophy," said Snyder. But he said the
. allegations should be investigated.

Prior to the final vote, the House
defeated an amendment that would have
taken the body into secret session to hear
“in detail what the committee had come up
with. - .

Snyder voted. for the secrét session
- but said he would not have “filled in" the
- blanks ‘in the letter even in secret ses-

. sions. He said that would be up to the
committee, which has a copy of the letter
-‘without blanks, to.decide. i

The cornmittce also has Baird's tape i
-‘And Snyder said he understood the age of !
the tape ?h"d ‘been verified as being made
in abou! 1955 when the cenversation

f
a”egcdly!loccurred. L . b

b

2025 RELEASE UNDERE.O. 14176




L.

*p-350, (Rev. 11-11-75) . . - -

e

{(Mannt ('l?nniv_x,ﬂ in Snnre Balow)

B o

Al 7 i 3“'3 N 3

i igﬂ Qauﬁtmiﬁg

| LOUISVILLE. Ky. (AP)'

| —Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky.,{

| says the House

assassinations committee

has ‘“interrogated” for
second. time a man who

claims knowledge of an

alleged plot by Louisville
police and FBI agents to
assassinate Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr.

Committee investigators
questioned the man “'in the

past day or two” for nearly

three hours, the .

congressman said Tuesday.
Snyder said he was told

b committee investigators

that the man “didn’t break

dewn”  during the in- The Kentucky Messenger

terrogation and “they are March 30, 1977

taking the report seriously

— lhats what they tell

me.’

Since he first disclosed

two weeks. ago that he had

been approached by the

retired police officer,

Snyder has refused to
identify him. \
However, Mary Baird, 44,

of Louisvme confirmed

that it was her husband, "
Chifton Baird, 50, who told

Snyder of the alleged plot.

She confirmed it was her

husband after The Ken- .

tucky Post, quoting un-

named sources, identified

him, \

Mrs. Balrd has refused to

talk to reporters for a week.

Baird himself has been

unavailable for comiment.
Snyder has -refused to

confirm the Louisville

police department was the .

one named by Baird. . :

However, Snyder -quoted a

letter from the man as |

saying the allegations in-

volved a police department
from which he retirbd
swveral years ago. Baird'
iexred from the Louisvilles
Porice Department in 1975
after 27 years service, .

7

Ry

)

¥
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. Snyder said “'severel
) promment members”  of
ithe policc - deparimen’
.unmpl.ualed hy Baird werg
named in the allegation.
“I determined in my
_ mind that he was not a kook
and that he was a’
legitimate type -citizen,”
Snyder said. "I have talked
to some members of the,
cnmmtttcp and sorpe. of the;

staff people wro havej
tatked to_him in'the past
ddy or two,”

He said he has no idea
where Baird is or whether
he has becn told not to talk

_with reporters. -

U. S. Atty. George Long
has told  the Justice
Department  about the
a]}egahons but no federal
investigation has been
ordered.

Snyder said he  was
.confacted in late F‘=bmrar,~}

by \a man whe cla med thet ©
at ,gast six policd officers:
and several

“wereinvolved in the alleged
plot. Snyder said he lis-

" tened to a copy of a tape
recording the man said he
made when ne allegedly
was offered $500,000 while
sitting in a car to kill the
late Dr. King.

" King was assassinated i in
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968,
and James Earl Ray isw
serving 99 years in px 1son

'
t
.
'
1
{
'

FBI agean ;

for lhe murder. 7. . {’

~ Snyder said a lejter from,f
th¢ man along wih the tapt
recording are in the hands
of the committee.

“It was pretty much in-

audible,” Snyder said of the
copy of the tape he heard.
“I heard some talk about

i

King and money, enough to -

make me think that it needs
to be looked into, that’s
all.”

Snyder was against
extending financing for the !

House Select Committee on f

Assassinations before the!
man told him of the a]lcgcd’
plot. But the congressman
says he has changed his
mmd and wants the co
nf, {ee funded for two mor

yedrs., \

R

A
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* firs. Baird told: >'[‘he

Assof'ntcd Press last week
that ~her husband told
Snyder of the alleged plot
hecause he “wanted to
know why somcone asked
him'" to kill the civilyrights -
leader. She said 1! hat‘ been
"bo‘hermg hm." %
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{MaAnt ('l'nnir\jl in Snace Below)

Man Claiming Know

LDUISVILLE, Ky. (AP)‘
—Rep. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., i
says the }{ouse
assassinations committee
has “interrogated” for a
second time a man who
claims knowledge of an
alleged plot by Louisville
police and FBI agents to .
assassinate Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.

Committee investigators
questioned the man “‘in the
past day or two” for nearly
three hours, the -
congressman said Tuesday.

Snyder said he was told
bv committee investigators
that the man “‘didn't break '
dewn”  during the in-
teyrogation and ‘‘they are
taking the report seriously
— that’s what they tell
me.”

Since he first disclosed
two weeks ago that he had
been approached by the
retired police officer,
Snyder has refused Lo
identify him.

However, Mary Baird, 44
of Louxsv111e confn‘med S
that it was her husband, *
Clifton Baird, 50, who told
Sn3der of the alleged plot.
She confirmed it was her
husband after The Ken-
tucky Post, quoting un-
named sources, identifie(‘

,  him.

Mrs. Baxrd has refused to
talk to reporters for a week.
Baird himself has been‘l
unavailable for comment.

Snyder has refused to
confirm the Louisville
police department was lhe
one named by Baird.
However, Snyder quoted a \
letter from the man as |
saying the allegations in-
volved a police department
from which he retirvd
several years ago. Baird
rexred from the Loulsv1lle\‘

tice Department in 1975
after 27 vears service.

e

B ' S8 £ ,“.' m-qn. 92
lztigs Of King Plot Questioner

The Kentucky Messenger
March 30, 1977
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1 Snyder said ‘‘severc!
',';prominent members”  of
_,fthe polics deparimen’
Yimplicated by Baird werg
* named in the allegation,

“I determined in my .
mind that he was not a kook
and that he was a’
legitimate type citizen,”
Snyder said. “‘I have talked -
to some members of the
cmmitlee and sorpe of the;

ft_?kffd ;:eo};‘)le wto haveﬁ
a:ked to him in ‘th :
ddy or two.” ¢ past

He said he has no idea
where Baird is or whether
hg: has been told not to talk
with reporters.

U. 8. Atty. George Long
has told ™ the Justice
Department about the
allegations, but no federal
investigation has been
ordered. .

Snyder said the was
contacted in late Februrary s

. ifow
by & man whe clamed thélt
al .gast six policé officers |
and several [BI agenls
were involved in the alleged
plot. Snyder said he lis-
tened to a copy of a tape -
recording the man said he
made when he allegedly
was offered $500,000 while
sitting in a car to kill the
late Dr. King. .

King was assassinated in,
Memphis, Tenn., in 1968,
and James Earl Ray is
serving 99 years in prison

for the murder. / Vi
. Shyder said a le/ter fromy
th¢ man along wijh the tape
recording are in the hands
of the committee,

“It was pretty much in-
audible,” Snyder said of the
copy of the tape he heard.
“I heard some talk about
King and money, enough to
make me think that it needs
to be looked into, that’s
all.”

Snyder was against
extending financing for the
House Select Committee on |
JAssassinations before the/
man told him of the allegedi
plot. But the congressman
says he has changed his
mind and wants the CO\'p&

==

mitee funded for two mor’
yea‘gs. - \

i
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" frs. Baird told, The
Asseeiated Press.last tveek
that .her husband told
Sayder of the alleged plot
because he “wanted to
know why someone asked
him'" to Kill the civilgrights -
Jeagler. She said it had been
“bothering him.”
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" BY JIM EBERLE

Kentucky Post Washmgmn Bureay

WASHINGTON: Clifton E. Bélrd’ the
retired Louisville- policeman, who claims
he was asked to kill Dr. Martin Luther
King jr. in the mid-1960s, says he was
threatened by FBI agents and others he
did not know.

3 His charge is con(amed in a letter to
Rep. M. Gene Snyder, R-Ky., who read
Balrd' s account of the alleged conspiracy
on the House floor, Wednesday: .

The letter Snyder read from had 18
blank spaces, including the identity of
Baird, tlie police department he once
worked for,
agents and six Louisville policeman and
information relating to an:investigation of
Baird in Owensboro, his hometown.

The House later voted 230 to 181, with
Spyder's. support, to permit the House
Alsassination Committee to continue its
investigation of the assassinations of King
anaformer -President John F. Kennedy.

Snyder said several members
credited his reading of the letter with

3
A
i

i

]

J

helping the committee remain in exist- .

ence. Snyder himself had voted against
the comrJuttee in February, before he
received the letter from Bajrd.

Ther:
Snyder when he finished his statement by

" saying if: the allegations were true they

should be investigated and if they're not
true the FBI and other law enforcement
agencies accused.should be exonerated. -

. Delegate Walter Fauntroy, D- D.C.,
member of the committee, characterize
\\he letter as on of "several leads wery

the namcs of three FBI

was scattered applause for

(Marme ~1e . ’
ells threats

we're pursuing th'lt suggest there was a.

_plot or plots to assassinate Martin Luther .

" King prior to April 1968." . «\
Baird . said in the letter he ‘was

"threatened" on three different occas) \ns .

by FBI agents-and a month before the !

King killing "I was threatened seven or :

eight times by people I'did not know.".

Baird's letter also suggests there

were more than three FBI agents alleged-

ly involved in the $300,000 offer to- Baird
- to kill the civil rights.Jeader.

Baird listed three FBI agents by
name but he said there. were "others that
I did not know." He also identified six
members of the Louisville police depart-
ment, the force he served.on for 27 years.

_ Suyder-did.not identify the policemen .
but: lie: did read: Baird's description of the-
rank- or position they held in, the depart-
ment: chief of detectives, captain, lieyta: .
nent, officer, lieutanent in the homocide
bureau and the president of the Fraternal .
Order of. Police.

Four of the'six policemen contacted !
by Scripps-Howard Mewspapers denied’
any knowledge of a plot to kill King. :

Baird said the offer, which-he record-
ed on tape, came at a time when he was
under "intense investigation" by police.
and the FBL. Scripps-Howard Newspapers
quoted sources close to the committee as
saying the alleged conspu‘ators were
trying to blackmail Baird into participat-
ing because he was suspected of being
involved in a dynamite rgng m )wens- ]

The Kentucky Post
“Marech 31, 1977

" boro, his hometown.

_ Baird said in the letter that wiien he. ’

,
{
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¢ % keft ghe force he went to sce a reporter fejr

{ Unithd Press International. He said the

. repdfrter did not keep the appointment th

“ heall the tapes. He said he next contacted
James Earl Ray's attorneys, who refer-
red him to their investigator in

. Frederick, Md. Ray pleaded guilty to’ kill- -
ing King and ‘is servmg a 99- year prxson
septence.

The investigator, Balrd Q'lld wanted
to know "what business it was of mine
and where I was going to hide if I tried to
do anything with the tapes." -

Snyder told his colleagues oh the floor
he normally doesn't discuss his mail with
. anyone. But he said he met with the lettep |
wrifer and got his approval to use th
- letter with the deletions. \ ‘

VI was not and am not an admirer of.\
Dr.” Martin Luther King's tactics or‘5

. philosophy," said Snyder. But he said the
allegations should be investigated.

Prior to the final- vote, the House
defeated an amendment that would have
taken the body into secret session to hear
in %etall what the committee l*ad come up
wit

Snyder voted. for the secrét session
. but said he would not have "filled in" the
blanks ‘in the letter even in secret ses-
sions. He said that.would be up to the
committee, which has a copy of the lette'r
‘without blanks, to decide. ;
The cormnmittee .alsn has Baird's tdpe
And Snyder said he understood the age of
the tape had ‘been verified as being made
in aboui! 1955 when the conversation
alleged]yloccurred.

!
] j

i
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

) e N 3 ) Zs":;f;?alg:n) 101-11.6 e
-.\_K . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memora na’ U

0 DIRECTOR, FBI(44-38861) - . DATE: 4-15-77

FROM %ﬁ SAC, CHICAGO(44 1114)

SUBJECT: @URKIN\

f—e

I Ny '
v (:) - Enclosed for the Bureau's information are
,1 the following: _

3 | L =
: Envelope to Ms. ELLIE DYLAN, 3/24/77,
containing card and newspaper cltpplng

0 ey fooo NUFET \eaniieilt TN TR O el COUNTRY (U8
_“Wjﬁé ) ££ "~ Envelope to Ms ELLIE DYLAN 3/5/77, contalnlng
“y e L K e eT .
o 20, Rok JYS, LAFE ZueiCH T 7Y,

;/ e "?U“.,:/./vq ik P '
%Aéﬁ@ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁ/f -———n—-—EEVé10pe “to Ms. ELLIE DYLAN 3/25/77, containing
& letter and xerox copy of newspaper c11ppings

ﬂ»

Brown envélope to Ms. ELLIE DYLAN 2/24/77 uﬁ
containing letter and 4 photos (2 of JAMES EARL RAY) %}\'

ELLIEXDYLAN is a well known "country Western
style" dlSC Jockey, broadcasting on a night time program
over \WMAQ 1 radlo station, Chicago. __/ '

. B B R

WMAQ radio officials are aware of the Bureau's
jurisdiction in various fields, including extortion.
They have been advised that these letters do not indicate
a violation and are being forwarded to the Bureau for

1nformat10nEX 103[{0 55 4/7/__ QCI { / . % g

No furthﬁgdactlon is being taken by the Chlcago
Office.

L
: \k .‘("u{‘} 35’4& o “"’:7
RE :

(2 Bureau(Enﬁ‘qip)SU W.O AP R\ig 1977 ,%
1-Chicago _ s ' R P
TJG SR T E .—-wv— = ) p //

3 A w
(3) el g?\ \ i
O-73710 f‘//\ G, r’ o ﬂ¢) ""_ir;:_‘,)/' R 1’”‘)*5“{\ N dan, “3 I
A L Lo " N %ﬁ
2 ‘:}”

Buy U.S. § Mz'ngx Bonds Regulm"ly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-02 .

A
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Feb 24, 1977.

Dear Ellie,

I talked to you last night over the phone, and throught it would be
best if i typed you a letter letting you know that the phone call was o~
n the level and that i'am the Brother of James E. Rays
I'am inclosing some pictures i took of my Brother in November 1975, i t=
ook these at the Nashville, Tenn, Prison,

Once per week when he was in Nashville, he was allowed a visit on the P=-
rison yard, and i could bring lunch plus refreshments from a Resturant,
James looks kind of hard in these pictures, the reason was because it w-
as freezing weather when i took these pictures,

You keep these pictures and do what you want to with them, i have been
offered a few hundred dollars from different Book writers to get Pictur-
es of my brother, but i have always refused,

I beleive i told you over the phone that i'am going down to visit my Br-
other march 8, i'll give him your message about corresponding with each
other,

I'1l also see him in late April, as i have in a Libel Suit against Time
Magazine and a Book writer by the name of George McMillan, i filed a Su-
it for 2% million dollars as Time Magazine ran Eexzerpts from McMillan
Book, anyway a Trial will began on April 25, in Knoxville, Tenn.

Ellie i dont know if you're interested, actually i'am not sure that i c-
an arrange it, but maybe in October or November of this year i could get
you into visit my Brother,

You're still a young Lady and have already received a great deal of suc-
cess, and imagine when you retire from WMAQ you will consider writing a
bvok, if so you might find the above interesting along with the pictures.
I also mentioned to you on the phone about picking WMAQ up in Nashville,
WMAQ comes in real plain all the way to Louisville, KY, then it's plain
at times but also fades out at times.

I want to ask a favor of you, but dont feel that i'll be insulted if yo-
ure to busy to accept.

Anyday at your convience i would enjoy meeting you, either at the stati-
on or someplace for lunch, and i'am noy referring to a date, i would ju-
st enjoy meeting and talking with you.

I live and work at the ( Twin Orchard Co., Club ) Long Grove, Ill. Tel,634-3800
Long Grove is so small that it don't have a Post Office, thats why i get
my mail in Lake Zurich.

I'11 close for now, please let me know by mail or phone if you receive t-
hese pictures as i realize how easy it it for something to get lost in the
mail. ‘

Sincerly

P.S. You're the best thing that happened to Country Music since Loretta
Lynn. .
Also save this letter, as if in the future you would happen to write
a book or use these pictures for any other commercial reason, then y-
ou couldnt be sued with this letter stating that the pictures were a
gift to you.
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ersduh Rdy S brother

e = Investlgators have asked why Ray. o ,
W&KSHXNGTON (UP1) — James Earl- "' ~ would not identify Raoul. - - : e
"5 younger brother, Jerry; actually " ' Theauthors say it was because Ragul  *© -
is:the mystériotis ‘“‘Raoul”’ whom. Ray - ! ._  actually was Jerry Ray, one of James
hasf:blamed for.. the assassmauon of -} Earl Ray’s two brothers, who was in
‘Mairtin “Luther '\ s A 1968 “a devoted lieutenant of Georgia :
two mdepemie véstlgamts cear \ . .lawyer Jgsse B. Stoner, leader of the
Ray s_‘ etving a 99-year sentencem Coen racist National States nghts Party ”
igon after pleading guilty i - i
fxmg in Memphls ' A recent Justice Department B
,g»smry and asked- . .investigation concluded James: Earl
_ Ray alone killed King, but noted Jerry
- Ray aided and abetted his brothrer after -
- his escape from a Missouri prison, lied .
. to the FBI about the extent and nature -~
of his contacts .with 'his brother and °
wouid, had the statute of limitations not
-expired, ' have .. been llable to
- .prosecution. . *
o lgnowledge’ In a related development, Rep Gene
11Klng “Thi§'too, " Snyder, R-Ky., who initially opposed’
o . establishment of the committee, says
evidence he has recelved prompts a
' change of mind.
Snyder' said over the weekend hef'
; : - relayed lnformatlon to the committée -+
substltuted the non-existent about an. "alleged ' assassination :
Raoul” for his brother Jerry. . - - conspiracy to kill King involving three
The'investigators’ report comes just” FBI agents aﬂd “three.or four polxce»- i
weeks . before funds expire for.the = Officers.’
_House Assassinations: Committee;- : .. :Shyder said a TEtlred POlice officer
Chief committee counsel Richard .- wrote hirm last month outlmmg the -
Spragué will interview Ray at Brushy' alleged conspiracy and saying he wa
-Mountaln Park prlson this weekf e offered $500 000 to commrt the, murder

] urchased ‘the gun
; bréther, Jerry, mamtenance man,.

: howcases hls new band- and latest tune
”_,Saturd \3 at the Ivanhbe, “after - whxch‘- 1

standout in’ her role as the dour. nurse-turned swmger" and o
udith lvey, Glenn Woertz, Tom Alderman, Rosalyn Alexan—

rélr Spon,
tnvalidation”of; tn ;
possible: by the: vote “of - l’uoucc ohn’;
Paul Qt('\'(‘ns who  found . ng

o sty o

Ry
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