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HBnorable John Melcher

NOTE: Senator John Melcher s letter enclosed an
from "The Review of the News," a publication printed in
Belmont, Massachusetts. This article discussed former

that King's "public record” illustrates good reas :
the FBI to have considered him "dangerous". The ar e 1s
supportive of the FBI's investigation of King and criticizes
~the Senate Intelligence Committee, under Senator Frank Church,
- for refusling to release the FBI file on King and electronic
surveillance results, which "proved that Martin Luther King
was indeed a person of low moral character who had fallen
under the control of the Communist."

In his letter, Senator Melcher belleves that 1if
electronic surveillance records existed on King they should
not be kept secret and that the flles and facts must be
made public.

Although Senator Melcher does not request a reply,
it should be polinted out to him that allegations of Communist
influence on King and his assoclates have been investigated
and that a Federal court has ruled regarding the results of
our electronic surveillance of King being made public.

Delay 1in responding occurred because Senator
Melcher's enclosure did not arrive with his original letter,
and a copy of the enclosure was not provided our Congressional
Liaison Unit until h/21/77

APBROVEDR ‘ ~Adm. Serv Legal Coun
Ext. Affalry &inspo {
Dirsctor. Fin. & Pers. e tasares i
- Assoc. Dir.....oeeee .. Gon.inve . __. &_,_,___ ,l
Dep. AD Adm........... idente e Spec. 1@ ...
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ssMemorandum

o

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE® 5/10/77

FROM /(&ﬁ‘ SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) °

SUBJECT: MURKIN f

{iaf . ‘ Mr. WILLIAM G. IAEGER, 25 Stockens Grain, Knebworth,
&

Herts, England, an -official of Moral Rearmament, called at the
office on 5/9/77 and during the conversation stated that one
ANDRE SHERVINGTON, who was formerly with Rastafari, an Ethdiopian
terrorist organization who worked with one MICHAEL X in Trinidad,
had made the statement two days prior to the murder of MARTIN
LUTHER KING that KINGS's trip to Memphis would be his last
journey there. Mr. IAEGER stated that SHERVINGTON has broken
with the terrorist .group and is now residing in the Nottinghill
Section of London, England.

‘Mr. TAEGER advised that he did not know any other
detalls but that it-appeared strange to him that SHERVINGTON
would have made such a statement and then KING was murdered
shortly thereafter.

The above is furnished to the Bureau for its information.
Bureau
2 — Cincinnati
(1- CI 157-1893)
(1~ CI 100-13648)

TWK: CN
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2 Memorandum

TO : Assistant Attorney General DATE: May 18, 1977
Criminal Division

Attention: Mr. Robert L. Xeuch
FROM : Director, FBI

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.

Reference is made to _________ memorandum dated
(your file ).

There is enclosed one copy of the report of Special Agent
dated at

A. [ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [] The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

C. [] The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. [J This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments.

G. This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. [] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc.
1 - Assistant Attorfey General

Civll Rights Division ?Lf; (,{z‘f{
our Cincinnati, Ohlo, Office advised that: S

Mr. William G. Taeger, 25 Stockens CGrain, Xnebworth,
Herts, England, an official of Horal Rearmament, called at that q

HNH:sas i
FBI/D‘E\?\\

S
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gﬁAssistant Attorney General
Criminal Division : )
Abtention _Mr. Robert L Keuch

?ﬂjoffice on 5/9/77, and during the" conversation stated that

one 'Andre. Shervington, who-was: formerly with Rastafari, an .
. Ethiopian terrorist organization who worked with one Michael X
- in . Trinidad, had made the statement.two days prior to the

murder of Martin Luther. King that King's trip.to Memphis
. _would be his last Journey there. Mr. Iaeger stated .that .
" Shervington. ‘has broken with the terrorist group and is.

“now residing in the Nottinghill Section of London, England.

: CMPL. Iaeger advised that he did not know any other
details but that i1t appeared strange to him that Shervington
would ‘have made ~such .a statement and then King was; murdered

"'shortly thereafter._fj' o : : o :

- ] The Rastafari have been described publicly as a

‘ -pot smoking, religious ‘cult ‘founded on the Caribbean Island.

.of Jamalca in the 1930"'s. . Members of the movement consider
Haile Selausie as: divine. S T . .

.~ - -No inves»igation is being 1n1tiated unless
specifically requested by the Department v

e
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4

5/16/77

-
ot FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL
(Precedence)

‘//fd/ T0: Director, FBI (44-38861) ' -
{ ' > \ N

A At

FROM: ~ SAC, Atlanta (44-2386)
CRURKIN 7
Enclosed is a copy of a self-explanatory memorandum Cii

submitted to SAC, Atlanta by SC KELLEY, who was handling -
comp1a1nts in the Atlanta Division on 5/12/77 Also enclosed
is a copy of a newspaper article regarding MARK LANE and his
current book. Extensive background data regarding LANE is
available to the Bureau.

)
e

. LANE was in Atlanta 1in connection with a publicity
‘campa1gn surrounding his new book, and was interviewed on

the afternoon of 5/12/77, on a 1oca1 radio station. Interview
of LANE by Tlocal te]éﬁsion newsman as mentioned in paragraph
"1, page 1, of the enclosed memo, took place in public space
outside the reception room of the Atlanta Office.

S o 5
S
)

# ?
-~ O
B 2.

AT, EREE o R
o

&

Based on LANE's background and his obvious desire
- to obtain publicity for his latest book, UACB,no reply to-
questions raised by him, as set forth on page 2 of attached
memo, is being sent by SAC to LANE.

2 & . :
E= 4 VAN
QO s i =

For the adfitional information of the Bureau, I 4 A
received a telephone call on 5/13/77, from a member of the {.J
.+ news media in Memph1s, Tennessee, who advised he had interviewed
1,9y LANE on that date in Memphis. LANE mentioned to this individual
;\S;mg~ a "complaint" he had filed with the Atlanta Office of the FBI
;\\4»“7 and also made a statement to this individual that the FBI was

involved in the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. I
“acknowledged that LANE had visited the Atlanta 0ff1ce seeking

‘\3’certa1n information and I described his charge aga1nst the

2| Bureau's 1nvo]vemépt 1n;KING s death as r1d1cu1ous *3 g }f
Y 130 e ot

| &4 (2~ Bureau (Enc. f?)iﬁ @@W@ éyébgw ,,})%(dkf o

;;;;; oSy T ! ~r

\“‘.‘ .'E:\iﬁ ]1_“_\ ’f"\t:lanta ( I\r'n .-—_1
;-\.,\ T JuUIeK 7 I\LL,

. ol b

‘,:: Appr\:c?;ed | f\ﬂ ‘A Sent M Per -
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sAc, ATLANTA - o 5212277

" SC THOMAS E. KELLEY

MARK LANE

On 5-12-77, LANE, 105 2nd Street, NE, Washlngton,f.

- D C.; tele phone 202- 546 7500, after concluding an interview
.. with PAUL" SHIELDS, TV 5, outside: the main entrance to the -
- Atlanta Office, approached the counter and stated he had

a complaint to file and wanted to’ talk to the Speclal Agent

“in Charge.ﬁ-

‘LANE presented hlS complalnt to- the wrlter whlle

PAUL SHIELDS was present._ At the outset.LANE played a tape S

which was approx1mate1y 1% '~ 2 minutes in length stating

it was. a recorded inteérview of ARTHUR MURTAUGH, former SA

of Atlanta Div., presently practlclng law and teachlng

'zf-ln Constable, N.Y.

MURTAUGH was descrlblng events at ‘the time it

""was anneunced that KING had been shot and killed. There were“

no other. voices on the tape and the v01ce attributed to

. MURTAUGH 'sounded 1dent1ca1 to the erter s recollectlon of'
i MURTAUGH L L . , :

MURTAUGH stated he and the rellef superv1sor of

ffthe squad were: walking down: the hall -to- place their salmon

. cards ‘in the 'slot which told they were going home and it.was
.either five till six or flve till seven when the’ announcement_
"was made over the radio in the" office that KING had been shot.

'1E,The rélief supervisor was déscribed as. jumping for joy and -

exclaiming how they got the commie son of a bitch. MURTAUGH; -

_states how the discussinn with.this unnamed relief supervisor

' continued while they walked to the parking area about three

blocks from the office: MURTAUGH used a great number of
flashy adJectlves in his description but always ended in-

“L“statlng ‘or something- to that effect"

At the conc1u31on of the tape LANE remarked ‘that -

-*f‘the writer was not taking notes’ and inquired as to if the

e S i il

. room was bugged. -LANE was advised that the room was not -
‘bugged and that it was -more important that I listen to:the
. tape in order to determine what is said and that—if he would——

SFAR
L1Z8D.

f’i%@é,ﬂ%ngﬁwﬁiw:

EHELOSHER R ,I .

-'furnlsh the" questlon he ‘would llke answered bLpdﬁ -ocatfb&rfj—f-':p.'
o ;?.'r -
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'.Where he: could be. contacted that the questlons would be L e
~’made avallable to the SAC .

-1) Who the rellef supervisor reffered to by

B MURTAUGH ‘is"and is he still employed by the FBI

'2)' Was - any punltive actlon taken agalnst the

1‘1nd1vidual and- did the FBI condone its employees acting -
in such a manner over: thedeath of an peiiin e od 1nd1v1dual.}

LANE stated he could be reached at ‘WRNG Radio

station ‘from “3-6PM, 6-7PM.at the home pf .CHUCK: McGIVEIN, . °
" telephone 934-8262. He stated his residence address. as‘~-

'”3'llsted above and it was determined that this address is

- . - for Citizens’ Commlttee of Inquiry, WDC, when furnlshed
- by LANE on WRNG Radlo TP 3 )

When the wrlter asked PAUL SHIELDS for his name

f'SHIELDS replied that he was just a reported It appeared

as if ‘SHIELDS did not infact want to. partlclpate in the

matter but was duped 1nto 1t by LANE

For 1nformatlon.'

o~
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- FD-35O (Rev 11-11-75)

?Author Mark Lane Clalmé

p,

Zf By CAROL] : ASHKINAZE
% Why. was” Martin Luther
. King«Jr.’s police protection re-

.7'moved on the day of his assas-

o smatmn, and by whom?
i Why was the same FBI

N squad which had originally
beenassxgned to discredit King
{ (whom ~ they code-named
«‘ZorrQ’) later directed to inves-

tigate his n}urder"

fi In what'way has the most

" reliable witness been pre-

' vented, perhaps forever, from
testlfymg in court?

i % ‘These are some of the ques-

i/ 'tions raised in “Code ‘Name
.-‘Zorro”: The Murder of Martin
;‘Luther King Jr.,” a chilling
“new book by the author of
% “Rush'to Judgment,” which 10

i'years ago poked holes in the "

.“Warren' Commission’s findings
zoncerning the assassination of
Presxdent John F. Kennedy.

i» And Mark Lane, who col- :
*laborated with black comedian
uvand civil rights worker Dick .

. %Gregory in the research and
,wntmg of “Code Name
"+ “Zorro,” said Thursday that
thexr fmdmgs have led them to
I»“\the grim conelusion that the
"“FBI; under J. Edgar Hoover’s
; tdlrectmn, was deeply involved
| ‘in a.covert.campaign to “de-
+stroy” King.
@ For €
an mtemew in Atlanta, “Dr.
" ‘King —wastsubjected to elec-
Eﬁrlﬁc  surveillance: every
; ute of his life, starting in
' ‘the early 1960s.” Basing his al-
* Jegations on information sup-

-lied by former FBI Special -

Agent Arthur Murtagh, who is
rwidely quoted in the book, and
' others, Lane gave this account
| iof one such episode:
«.; “A microphone concealed in
i +a hotel where King stayed
‘ »plcked up sounds of a party at
! \vhich he was present,” indi-
rcating “sexual activity.” The
“trouble, Lane wrote in a seg-
| fhent dealing with!the activi-
i %ﬂ s of an alleged “Destroy
2" FBI squad, was that “it
i -¢id not really relate King to
i he sexual activity and one
«qould barely hear King's
Yoice.” i

i

Staff Photo—George-A. Clark

Lane. Stlll Probmg

iple, Lane said in .

So Hoover ordered the FBI

“laboratory to “improve” or
doctor the tapes so that King’s -

voice could be clearly heard in
a context that would. prove
embarrassing. He then ordered
the tape “sanitized” to remove
all fingerprints, had it placed

in a package which was also |
‘sanitized, together with a

threatening, typewritten let-
ter, and directed that it be
mailed to the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference
“from a Southern state,” -which

entailed dispatching an FBI.

-agent to Florida who mailed it,
and then flew home.

Hoover’s intention, YLane
writes, was “to preclpltate a
separation between Dr. King.
and his wife in the belief that
the separation would reduce

his stature.”

Hoover also ordered agents
assigned to investigate King--
and other civil rights activists, .
to say that the mvestlgatlons

had been ordered by an assist- ;

ant attorney general “because '
Hoover didn’t want to be con-
nected with any civil rights '

investigations,” Lane quoted |

-Murtagh. “This' was the_ only
time when we told anyone that
the Justice Department was

ordering us to conduct an,
Murtagh said. '
“In any other kind of case, the :

Bureau would ladto take '
credit.” s

investigation,”

“It was an G gaylized ven- .
detta,” in which the Atlantay

New York and Washmgton .
FBI field offices took part, i
d Lane at another; |

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
Page 11-B
THE
“ATLANTA CONSTITUTIO
Atlanta, Georgia

Date: 5- 13- 77
EditionMOTning

Author: Ashkinaze
Editor: Hal Gulliver
Title: MARK LANE™™

Character:
or
Classification:

Submitting Office:. ATLANTA
[ Being Investigated

vy et woddreee iRl
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Eoint. “The concentration of,
ffort against King was
greater than any other single
investigation that I saw take
place at the Bureau and I savk
a lot of them in 20 years.
There was a crew of people
who did almost nothing for...
seven or eight years, except
"investigate King and try to de-
stroy him....They were going to
get King in one way or
another.

Lane charges that the
removal of Detective Ed Red-
ditt, who had been assigned to
provide security for the civil
rights leader during his fatal
trip to Memphis on orders
from “Washington,” the com-
mitment of ar important wit-
ness to a Tennessee mental
institution, and the deployment
of “Destroy-King” squad mem-
bers in the ensuing murder
investigation, were other ele-
ments of that vendetta,

Lane, who. now directs the
Washington-based  Citizens
Committee of Inquiry, an
organization committed to
urging Congress to investigate
the murders of both King and
Kennedy, does not know if the
full extent of the FBI involve-
ment in those events will ever
be known. But Lane, who sai
he has personally received 25
threats against his own life
since he began his independent
investigation into Kennedy’s
assassination 14 years ago,
says that he does have faith in
the Senate Select Comnmittee,
which is now conducting its
own investigation.

“There will be a moment of
truth,” he declares, “when they
ask the FBI and the CIA to
make certain documents avail-
able to them, and are refused.”

Lane, a former New York

State legislator who also
founded the Wounded Knee
Legal Defense Committee,
says however that he has al-
ready ‘embarked on his next
project. It will be an investiga-
tion of “monumental impor-
tance,” he says, delving into
the backgrounds of Americans
who provided Fidel Castro
with the weapons used in the

Cuban revolution. \
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This document is a copy from the FOIA file. The original document was not in the file.
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Y('ﬁ; YT T e s 0 ) - K Pebl s e
Sy » Peolnan e o 1 =« Kp. Peelran
S : ' 1 - Mr, Lawvn .
R .} = #r. KeDermott
UVEST TO NAINTAI® PRRTIHENRT 1l - ¥r. Degker

{EDY - XING PILES IN ROOM 8988, JRE, 1l ~ Fr, Railey
COHGREBSIORAL *RQBIHY‘ ﬁIIB

SRS PURPOSE:  To roqucot ¢ontinuing suthority to naintain those rx1os
e rala:IEs to the assassinations of Martin Luther Xing, Jr., snd

President John F. Xennsdy to respond to regquests fron thae House
Select Comnittas on Assassinations (H3CA).

k)

s
o

v
CURRENT BUHEAU POLIZY: Manual for Buresu Supervisors, Page 16, ~
ftem 25, dated 12/23/7€, sets eut, in part, that the eontinued R
noeezsity and authority for aaintonanco of files in space other ‘
.than that econtrolled by Reeords Manzgemant Division must be :
5-"“ reviewed semianually and approvod by the Dﬂputy Azaoceliats Direster ¢
- (Adninistration). LS
RECO¥XEWDATION: That continuinc authority be sranted to naintain ¢
pertinent Kemnedy - King files in Room 8988, JEH. ¢
s
o - ]
T ) IS S
LB
- g
2
DRYAILS: By J, 3. Peaglxan to Mr. Gellagher penorandum dated e
11735776, capticned as above, authority wvas granted to maintain the =
rollowln; files in npage occupled by the Congressional Inquiry Unit: %
_ Q
JCL:sas . L ‘
(11) : CONTINULD - OVER
. @ - 43-.38861
. 1 - E2-isot5e- . K//@ ~ 3Pk (7 -
ST -~ 62-309050- NOT
TR - 102-.8235%85 :
:'17‘ . - ’ lJ ILL(‘ORDF‘D
-\“ © ol . T . .o Un 2 Ber
;7-*\.\;4" . oA . L R -, . » . . m.
N . -
97JUN2 1977 | Y
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Roquca: to Naintaxn Pertinent Konnedy - King £11

%

8988

-

31—38861 " KURKIN®
62-109060 "Assassination of JFK” =
62-109090 "Lialsen with Warren Commission”
S 105-82555 “Les Harvey Oawala"

o “he retention of these files oontinuo. to be necessary
" 4n order to respond expaeditiously to the continuing request from
the FSCA for access to information contained in theaze files.

' 2
- -
T g
-2 - -
5.
: i
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¢ . ) . . ’ , :;!.. : r'.,T .
T | - Alnited Diafes Denafe : R —
' WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 o R

May 2, 1977 |

¢

v ‘ . t

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT {

The Honorable Clarence M. Kelley | . Tolorions Ra____ | .
-Director L ) " Dirccter's Soc'yee .

The Federal Bureau of Investigation Y /} 42,’

U. S. Department of Justice
E Washington, D. C. 20535

9\1“ (,["y‘"

Thank you for ‘your April 26 response to my letter
_about allegations against the late Reverend Martin Lu-
ther King.

//)pﬁ Dear Mr. Kelley:

I have not requested the actual electronic tapes )
‘or other material gathered during the Federal Bureau of
Investigation's survelllance of Dr. King and his asso-
clates. I am asking that the FBI's analyses of the
investigations, which you say '"have been made available
to the Department of Justice and other interested agencies
of the Government"™ be made public. : ‘ ’

®
— - I look forward to hearing from you again on the = . /2“(Z
' avallability of the investigation results you mentioned _
in your letter. e .
1" 1
Thdnk you. " / /f/.{_/.(:/__/

Sincerely,

. v - ) -
T fJ‘: . I’Melch

’/ Lo e ' . R :
/ #1, . V.as .

Aef ber ,'/'OV e TR A R I “r

N
o~
~N

AP WE A P s

= > S Ny ? W T e T T
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& . 1 - Mr. Adams
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May 16, 1977

- Mr. Lawn

e
)
=
®

Honorable John Melcher ﬁﬁﬁmlr<mvxm“ﬂﬂ! - Records Management

United States Senate P Div. (Att: R. C.

Washington, D. C. 20510 e Dennis)
/L/UV Y I

Dear Senator Melcher: ( LA

~—

5p/ This is to acknowledge receipt of your com-
/1 : munication dated May 2, 1977, in which you requested
’ that results of the FBI's investigation of Martin Luther
King, Jr., be made public.

" For your information, any decision which
.involves the release to the general public of FBI inves-
- tigative results in the King investigation, would rest
with the Attorney General. You may, therefore, wish to
correspond directly with the Attorney General concerning
your request.

There are, however, a number of ways in which
results of our King investigation are publicly available.
der the Freedom of Information Act, individual requesters
ay 'gain ' access to some aspects of our King investigation.
As you are aware, in its final public report, the Senate
Select Committee To Study Governmental Operations With
‘“31} Kespect To Intelligence Activities discussed in detail our
¥p~ ,nKing investigation. The assassination of King is currently
“under review by the House Select Committee On Assassinations,
which no doubt in the future will release to the public a ¥
report of its findings. Lastly, a Department of Justice Task ,f
ﬁorce, which recently conducted ap extensive review of our £
ing investigation, issued a publicly releasable - report.
opies of this document, stock aumber 027-000-00487-3, can
be obtained by request through The Superintendent of Documents,
b e _U- 8. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402.

Dep. AD lnv.

Asst i I hope the above :lnfR ion will be of assist aa
s —to you. 55 8.~y . Zi s

1
B
i

MAILED 14

—
b -
<T
=

Fin, & Porsy —— ) : (/‘
o ‘ NS Sincerely yours,
Commiomr Co e S Keley 7 mm( 20 971
Legsl Covin '
Plen, & lnsp. X

)
L
Rec Mgmt. Iy

Soey law ?-(“ - Clarence M. Kelley (,}9 0

TI; Seree ' . Director : s
5'u,,dﬂf$t1 01197?3 ;)/ >\ | - ~ SEE NOTE P
‘7!."::::7_ uAn:Roou TELETYPE UNIT (O ' :

o — T Wﬂ,—* Rt =
;Eqﬂzim{"‘r"f-‘z ""‘_ e e o gl

N~ '.u
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1 Honorable John Melcher : R
> 3

YRz
L . S
4 RAE . ¥ B

. NO : "In-April, 1977, Senator Melcher wrote, enclosing
T ’an arti¢le from ''The Review of thquews” a publication
printed in Belmont, Massachusetts. 'This article supported
FBI's investigation'of King and criticized the Senate .
wintelligence Committee for refusing to release the FBI ..
™ file on King and his electronic surveillance results.
Melcher did not request a reply, but stated that allegation
- 0of Communist influence on King and his associates shcould be
gt investigated and that surveillance records on King sbould
'; not be kept secret. .,{r

-In response to- this 1etter ‘"we outlined the

basis for our investigation of King. -We stated allegations

of Communist connections have "been- investigated with results

furnished appropriate agencies of the Government. Regarding S {
. Melcher's reference to surveillance records, we referred him - -
-': to a recent court decision which ordered all tapes and

‘; documents obtained from our electronic surveillance of King
'to be sent to the National Archives and not to be made public

for 50 years, except by court order. This decision was

rendered in two civil suits filed against the FBI by a former

assistant to King and the Southern Christian Leadership

Conference, which King headed until his death.

In his second letter, Melcher states he is not
_requesting actual electronic tapes or other material gathered
“during our surveillance of King and his associates. He asked
that results of our King investigation be made public.

This matter was coordinated with SA R. C. Dennis,
Freedom of Information - Privacy Acts Branch.

“Fi

%gg . .

g . ' AbBOVEDL Rden, SV
2:!;‘,} ’ ' Crime fave

Bire-lor_. Fin: & Fars,. o

[ STT-T90 ) [ ... Yot .

Pep. AD Bdfy, PR

Gep. AQ Laboratory e
» ‘ Q\I’\ “

0‘ ‘ Public Atfs,

£
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A E FBI
Date: 5/26/77

Assoc. Dir.
" Dep. RI' *

—
Dep. AD .

Asst. Dir.:_

Adm. Serv.___

i
t
|
|
| Crim. Inv.
|
|
|
|

Fin & Pers.
Tcient.
Intell.
Laberatory

Transmit the following in I
(T'ype in plaintext or code)

Legal Coun.
Plan & Insp.__

. AIRTEL
Via
(Precedence)
//_ | mo  : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
A
/ j/
A FROM : SAC, SEATTLE (44-371) (RUC)
(,Cj' /\ // ~
SUBJECT: \MURKIN, O Uy

OO0+ MEMPHIS

his interview on May 25, 1977.

to RUFUS J. HAYSON.
N ’3 U

G Bur®USUR,s-38861) (Encl )

2 - Memphi$s (44-1987) (Ehcl 1)

3

1l - Seattle (44-371) . !
LBD/jcb Ree {07
(5)

)= Cporeriil piiinr
/ - M/é/ﬁé/%
/ - S
, % 2,
-7 /&) ¢
A
Lo ///u 2opeir

——————— — Framing- =~ —

Re Bureau airtel to Seattle, dated April 22,

Enclosed for the Bureau are six (6) and for Memphis <§£;>
one (1), copies of a Letterhead Memorandum reflecting interview

of RUFUS J. HAYSON, Spokane, Washington, May 25, 1977. :

Repeated efforts to contact HAYSON culminated in

The indices of the Seattle Office contain no references

C r,,__/i‘A
Ao DG oy sadn il

e = SE . [y ——

‘rd

o Jun g

o Loy

1

|

: Rec. Mgnf

| Spec. Inv@\
{| Tech. Servs.__

Public Affs. Off._|
Telephone Rm,__|
Director’s Sec'y_|

g\“_

™ " B P
g o v §

M Per

Approved:%"l /L/ Sent
L4 Special Agent in Charge

97JUNS 1977
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Seattle, Washington

In Reply, Please Refer to May 26, 1977
File No.

RE: MURKIN

On May 25, 1977, Rufus J. Hayson, West 1419 Water
Avenue, Spokane, Washington, 99201, advised that he subscribes
to Post Office Box 1721 at the Riverside Station, Spokane,
Washington, 99210. He resides at West 1419 Water Avenue
in Spokane, and has no telephone and is not employed. He
recalls that in about April, 1977, he did write a letter
to the Police Department at Memphis, Tennessee, propounding
his views of the killing of Martin Luther King. His views
are derived entirely from newspaper accounts and he has no
acquaintanceship with James Earl Ray, Martin Luther Xing
or anyone who knows either of these people personally. He
has never been in Memphis, Tennessee.

His views of the murder of Martin Luther King are
that James Earl Ray did not kill Martin Luther King, but
rather that some unknown person or persons killed Martin
Luther King and thereafter, lured James Earl Ray to a bathroom,
from which the shot which killed King was allegedly fired,
and thereafter, made their escape while Ray remained and
was captured. He has no basis for his theory other than
newspaper accounts, but felt that he should communicate
with the Memphis Police Department and advise them of his
considered views.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER
RECOMMENDATIONS NOR CONCLUSIONS
OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY
OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR
AGENCY; IT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE
NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE

YOUR AGENCY. (S e o
£ L e ST
'mCLGSURﬁ / / 29«
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Seattle, Washington

In Reply, Please Refer to May 26, 1977

File No.

RE: MURKIN

On May 25, 1977, Rufus J. Hayson, West 1419 Water
Avenue, Spokane, Washington, 99201, advised that he subscribes
to Post Office Box 1721 at the Riverside Station, Spokane,
Washington, 99210. He resides at West 1419 Water Avenue
in Spokane, and has no telephone and is not employed. He
recalls that in about April, 1977, he did write a letter
to the Police Department at Memphis, Tennessee, propounding
his views of the killing of Martin Luther King. His views
are derived entirely from newspaper accounts and he has no
acquaintanceship with James Earl Ray, Martin Luther King
or anyone who knows either of these people personally. He
has never been in Memphis, Tennessee.

His views of the murder of Martin Luther King are
that James Earl Ray did not kill Martin Luther Xing, but
rather that some unknown person or persons killed Martin
Luther King and thereafter, lured James Earl Ray to a bathroom,
from which the shot which killed King was allegedly fired,
and thereafter, made their escape while Ray remained and
was captured. He has no basis for his theory other than
newspaper accounts, but felt that he should communicate
with the Memphis Police Department and advise them of his
considered views.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER
RECOMMENDATIONS NOR CONCLUSIONS
OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY
OF THE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR
AGENCY; IT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE
NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE
YOUR AGENCY.

1*
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

0-70 (Rev. 3-28-72) ‘ ' , .

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106 . 4

MAY 19462 EDITION .

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 . .
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT /7 ‘/4)

Memorandum

)

P

: Assistant Attorney General DATE: June 1, 1977

CRIMINAL DIVISRION
{attne Mr., Bobort L. }i“eww

: Director, FBI

&{ivdﬁ IZNAT?J‘Q’ @F

Reference ismadeto — memorandum dated
(your file ). :

There is enclosed one copy of thedspoitofiSpecialAgeiit: an L1
dated 8RS/ TV " at Boattle, Washiugton

A. [] This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

. B. [] The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received. ’

C. [] The investigation requestéd by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [] Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. [J This is submitted for your ;infbrmation and you will be advised of further
developments.

G. This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. [ This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

)
1 = CIVIEL RIGHDS DIVISION (sac. - 3)
1 « OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIDILITY, U.B.D.J, (mwn 2}

HOTR:  Alao opclosed ig o copy of the letter Mr. RUTDS J, BAYSOY
furpished o ths ?q 1‘;‘::321:3 Police Dopariwmoevt. _
o

HNH/ dhp | %

FBI/DOJ
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This document is a copy from the FOIA file. The original document was not in the file.
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EJITED 'STATES GOVERNMENT

g

.,.,.;'" e | memorcmdum

ﬂé; obert L. Keuch,. Special
Nor, ¥ unsel to the Attorney General RLK:mal

' ERAL GOVER
Martln Luther King Assasslnatlon FED :

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation -

The attached information was provided to me in my
capacity as Special Counsel to the Attorney General. By
'separate memorandum I am forwarding a copy of the enclosure
to the C1v11 Rights Division.

This information should, of course, be placed in the
material available to the House Select Committee on Assassina-
tions. The direction of any further investigative efforts
would, of course, be the responsibility of the Civil Rights
Division. )

Enclosure

T eemee

\
woJuN Y 1977
- -~ A% - -
w TAlL
- ) )'E' '6 ) ! " 4
{\‘)’ ! |
/ i ‘} l
v [
1 - si5zy
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savmgs Plan o ionaL rorm No. 10
' ::StAvl':-':.':\ll CFR)!N-I! ..

3010-112
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LN STATES GOVE  MENT - CEPARYATNT GF JU
g . . S
v ﬁ//{' /‘1 -y ) 7." ; '/‘ );f -~ ,)z

’.-:« i;'./L/ .’Iv L( i

Robert L. houch , ‘ :
SDeputy Special Counscl DATE: Ma

’ 977
to the Attorney Cuncral " CRN:RWMcevet:pde:
Martin Luther Kiny Assassination 5-41-804

:Ronz'.] d H. Hocevetl
Trial Attorney
Pax bivision:

supjecT:Martin Luther King Assassination

On April 7, 1977, James Travis Buckliy, J.B. Stoner and
I met in the United States Attorney's office in Jackson,
Mississippi, to completc discovery and work out stipulations
in United Statcs v. James Travic pusckley, Crininal o, J76-
54 (). ©On iay t4, 1977, Buckley, an aitorney, was convicted
on five counts of failing to file income tax returns for
1970 through 1974 and three counts of tax evarlon for 1970,

1973 aind 1974.

Dur;n; the conversation on April 7, 1977, J.B. Stoncer
mentioned that he had recently received his Federal Burcau
of Investigation file covering 1483 pages under the Freecdom
of Information Act. He stated that the file reveals that
the Federal Burcau of Investigation had bugged his auto-
mobile and his telephone. He mentioned that the F.B.I. had
treated him lilke Martin Luther King. Stoner went on to say

- - that in 1957 or 1958, he had been approachcd by the"head of
an Alabama Nlavern nF the ¥lu Rlux Klan., Stoner said that
evervone knevw that this man was an F.B.I. agent. Stoner
said that this individual offerced him $25,000 to hire a
riflemsn to kill Martin Luther King. He remarked to me that
he did not aird the F.B.I. kiJling an individual like Martin,

- Luther King but he did resent their attempt and the attempt

) of the Housc Committee to pin the murder on a scapcgoat,

. James Earl Ray. (J.B. Stonecr had represented James Earl Ray

: on his appeal).

J.B. Stoner is one of the lceuding white supremacists
and anti-Scemites in the nation. He is the president of the
National States' Righto Party and edits a recist noewsletter, )
Thunderbolt, in Marietta, Georgia. Spccial Agent William .

.Jack Sykes of Jackson, Missisgippi, was also present w
toner made these conments. ' o

- ‘ B [ //

gncLosm

' 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Aczsoc, Dir -
De;. AD Adm, _
Dep. AD lav.

Asst, Din:

Adm. Serv.

Crim. Inv.

Fin. & Pers. -

1deats
Intello oo
Loboratory

Lesal Coun,
.Plon. & Insp. .

Training
Public Afis. Qff._

,gj?ﬁe:}h»m N 4 197?” ROGM [

HNH:bam (3)

. . o s

- TELETYPE
PRIORITY

CLEAR
FM DIRECTOR (44-3886])

TO SEATTLE (44-371) (PRIORITY)

DALIAS (PRIORITY)
KNOXVILLE (PRIORITY)
MEMPHIS (PRIORITY)
NEW ORLEANS (PRIORITY)
BT

CLEAR _

-

MURKIN

RESETEL JUNE 2, 1977.

6/2/77

1 - Mr. Helterhoff

SEATTLE INSURE THAT KEITH ERNEST LAMONICA IS COGNIZANT’

OF THE SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF DEPARTMENT 0?‘ JUSTICE ORDER

OBD 2]1]0.2 REGARDING WITNESS PROTECTION.

UNDER

"CONDITIONS FOR PROTECTION" THAT THE PROTECTION. OF A

i

| WITNESS AND MEMBERS OF A WITNESS FAMILY IN{ A FEDERAL

CRIMINAL PROCEEDING IS A LOCAL OR STATE POLICE MATTER TO

BE HANDLED BY THOSE AUTHORITIES.

WILL BE ALLOWED OI\TLY UPON THE FINDING OF THE ASSISTANT

ATTORNEY GENERAIL OF THE CONCERNED DIVISON TFAT TIHE

@@"

\\

’ \
TELETYPE UNIT 4
s \

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SEE NOTE PAGE 3..

Vé

o

e —
FEDERAL BUncAU U invidTicATION

COMMUNICATIONS SEGTION

dUN 021977
Jp e TGP

4

TELETYPE

I
THIS ORDER STATES

EXCEPTIONS TO THIS POLICY

FBI/DOJ




2(6[ g MIM};

JN 25 se Py

RECEIVED -
FEDERAL BuRe,
OF IH\-’ESTIGA?’!%%
COMMUNICATIONS SECTIN

--d

. - - .
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This document is a copy from the FOIA file. The original document was not in the file.
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PAGE TWO SE (44-37]) CLEAR

.~ PROPOSED WITNESS MEETS ALL OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

(1

R

THE PERSON IS A QUALIFYING WITNESS IN A SPECIFIC

IN PROCESS OR DURING OR AFTER A GRAND JURY PROCEEDING;

2) EVIDENCE IN POSSESSION INDICATES THAT THE LIFE OF T
WITNESS AND/QR THAT OF A MEMBER Of THE WITNESS FAMILY OR

" HOUSEHOLD IS IN IMMEDIATE JEOPARDY AND (3) EVIDENCE

;‘IN POSSESSION INDICATES IT WILL BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE

' FEDERAL INTEREST FOR THE DEPARTMENT TO PROTECT THE WITNESS

AND/OR A FAMILY OR HOUSEHOLD MEMBER. THIS ORDER STATES

- THAT REQUESTS FOR PROTECTION OF A WITNESS SHALL BE MADE
- THROUGH THE U. S. ATTORNEY OR BY A DIVISION ATTORNEY

OF THE DEPARTMENT. ACCORDINGLY, YOU SHOULD MAKE SURE THAT

R TS ADVISED THAT IF HE DESIRES TO PURSUE THIS MATTER
UNDER THE WITNESS PROTECTION PROGRAM, HE SHOULD CONTACT THE
Mt APPROPRIATE U. S. ATTORNEY AND/OR THE DEPARTMENT FOR THEIR

CONSIDERATION AS TO WHETHER OR NOT HE IS A QUALIFYING WITNESS

AS SET FORTH ABOVE. YOU SHOULD ALSO ADVISE
NOTIFY THE APPROPRIATE LOCAL AUTHORITIES OF THE FEARS

HE HAS FOR HIS PERSONAL SAFETY AND THAT OF HIS FAMILY,.

J\
Al
|

—

i
di g

I
!

- " ' '\_j
o et B O i o o LI RN AING et o e
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PAGE THREE SE (44-37]) CLEAR - | ‘

ALL OFFICES CONDUCT NO TNVESTIGATION CONCERNING.
THTS LAMONICA ALLEGATION S‘INC}.Z- THIS MATTER ‘HASA "BEEN
REFERRED TO THE 'DEEARTMmT'AND NO INVESTIGATION IS BEING
lCONDUCTED_ UNi.ESS _.SPEC.I"FICALLX REQUESTED iaY' THE DEPARTMENT.

BT

NOTE: See Peelman-to Mr. Fehl memo, 'same date, same caption.
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|
1472 [512119 . BHO15z 1512119 |
P Ho Bl Samym, |
DE BH) S PECENED B
| _ R S . g}t’ggcgt sngAuC-( /
P 3121)5z MaY 71  COKMURICATION A
s - S ‘ 3
~// P4 BIRMINGHAM (44-1148) RUC) | s g4
. , i ' 1N

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY
w /

CLEAR
. )7
- "MURKIN'

" REBUCAL TO BIRMINGHAM MAY 18, 1977, REQUESTING CONTACT
‘WITH FORMER BH 1@79-PCI, TO DETERMINE IF HE CAN BE IDENTIFIED
TO THE HOUSE ASSASSINATION COMMITTEE (HAC) AS THE SOURCE OF

INFORMATION REGARDING LIBERTO, ET AL. A
) SOURCE WAS UNAVAILABLE FOR CONTACT MAY 18-32, 1977. ON

. _hay 31, 1577, HE ADVISED SA PATRICK J. MOYNIHAN THAT HE CAN |
BE IDENTIFIED TO THE HAC AS THE SOURCE OF THE INFORMATION HE .
FURNISH;D; HE FURNISHED THE FOLLGWING INFORMATION GRATUITOUSLY 1

HE IS DISENCHANTZD WITH THE HAC AND BELIEVES IT IS TOO

POLITICAL. HE HAS NOT'TALKED TO THEM (R. EDDIE EVANS) IN
ABOUT THREE WEEKS. EVANS DESIRES SOURCE TO BE IN TOUCH TELE-
PHONICALLY AT LEAST TWICE A WEEK BUT 1S NEVER AVAILABLE WHEN

SOURCE PUTS HIMSELF OUT TO MAKE THESE CONTRGIGIZ6( w74 -~ _‘W

IO ARG Cein oo, WA LA LR/
(Er:ans it o
LA ) e sES 20 JuN 13
& /Y ! !

. 1 .
Mo st 4 T

7ouNiae? &

=
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PAGE TWO  BH 44-1740 |

.. SOURCE DISAPPROVES OF ALL THE TV PUBLICITY THZ HAC RECEIVED
IN BIR INGHAM, ALABAMA, AND MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, A FEW WEEKS | \
AGO, afD AGAIN BELIEVES THEY ARE *T00 POLITICAL."

= THROUGH THE HAC, HE HAS MET MARK LANE. SOURCE HAS NO - \

MET.
SOURCE HAS CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION HIMSELF IN MEMPHIS,

USE FOR LANE AND ARGUED WITH HIM ON THE OCCASION WHEN THEY | \

TENNESSEE, RECENTLY. JAMES EARL RAY LEFT BIRMINGHAM MARCH 38,0

1968, AND WENT DIRECTLY TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON MARCH 38, 1968.

KE STAYED AT MRS. DEATON'S RMINHOUSE ON PEABODY STREET IN
 MEMPHIS, AND SOURCE INTERVIEWED HER APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS

mo. ..

SOURCE DEVELOPED A "LIBERTO MAN™ WHO SHOWED SOURCE THE

ABOVE ROOMING HOUSE. SOURCE HAS NOT FURNISHED THIS INFORMATION

. ~REGARDING THE DEATON ROOMINGHHOUSE TO HAC SINCE THEY HAVE

NOT BEEN IN RECENT CONTACT WITH KIM. |
INFORMATION FURNISHED BY THIS SOURCE IN THE FUTURE WILL

BE RECORDED AT BIRMINGHAM AND FORWARDED IF APPROPRIATE.

AIRMAIL COPPES BZING FURNISHED MEMPHIS AND NEW ORLEANS.

W “‘"ﬁ"”‘b p"'g““‘"""“‘“"""m“ o et 3 oY
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. .. 0-70 (Rev. 328-72) . N

Co o EmE e ”[& CD/ )7

/' 4 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

© o Memorandum

TO ~: $Assistant Attorney General ' DATE: g ,
Crirminal Division /3477

_J(Attn: Robert L. Keuch)
FROM.-= Dlrector FBI ]

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER FING, JR.

Reference ismadeto ____ memorandum dated
(your file ).

at

' ‘ There is enclosed one copy of t—#—tclatype——
- dated _ BIRILTT o e o e AR e

A. [ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
"a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [ The investigation is continuing and you w111 be furmshnd coples of -
reports as they are received.

C. [:] The investigation requested by you has now been completed Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. B Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no mvestlgatlon will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [ Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. [J This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments. :

G. X7 This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. [ This covers the receipt of a complaint and no furt.he{ ac/xon will be A ’ -

NOTRECOQQ

taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

ne. (1) .

- Aacistant Attorney Ceneral :
Civil Rights Division (Enelosure 1)

1l - Office of Professional Responsidility, USDJ

(Fnclosure 1) S _ *///
. ‘ I RS .

7N1497
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Assistant Attorney Oeneral
Criminal Division '

(Attn: Robert L. Keuch) .
B ‘ ) - Al N

g*gm: The House Select Cormmittee On Assassinatio :
‘requested all information previously furnished byw
which 1s beling separate communication.

— our information, @ sl previously furnishe
information on a confIt¥ sis and the previous
"Anformation he provided was furnished to the Department
relating to the Liberto matter by my memoranda dated
12/17/75, 12/21/76, and 1/25/77T.

Also for your information regarding the
attached, previous investipgation disclosed that James Earl
Ray was in Atlanta, Georglia, on 3/31/68 and on 8/1/68. On
4/3/68 he regiastered at the Rebel Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar
Avenue, Memphil, Tennessee.

. ~—
-2~
.y . é m - S et = —"T:~\‘szm_ ”v,."
' &5&1\...& rilw.s}A~ yio T ok o eanis e gt [T
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