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[] Restricted Search Not Applied
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[] Main References Only

Special Instructions:
,Z,’I{eslzricted to Locality of haNe
[ Exact Name Only (On the Nose)
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4-22 (Rev. 12-22-76) - ° . g L
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE IQATI@N
Records Branch ‘ g

~ - -

L, 19

[] Name Searching Unit, 4543 JEH-FBI Bldg.
[] Service Unit, 4654 JEH-FBI Bldg..

[] Forward to File Revie

[] Attention

1 Return to

Supervisor

Type of Search Requested:
] Restricted Search Not Applied
eference (Subversive & Nonsubversive)
[] Subversive Search
[] Nonsubversive Search
] Main References| Only

Special Instructions: ’
1 Restricted to Locality of ‘

[] Exact Name Only (On the Nose)

; Buildup g Variations \

Subject

\
Birthdate & Place —~ NN ) "
l

|

Address

Localities

|
N Searcher
R# Date \‘}\g Initiai sQeMR
Prod. '

FILE NUMBER SERIJAL
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|
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.‘ Assoc. Dir. )
SLOZ@5S 1161950 Dep. AD Adm.

Dep. AD Inv.

Asst. Dir.:__”—“ 1
26hr78 19 34z o S A4

Ident.

i tIVE[FiEAU llr.ﬂEIL atory
7 vt BU aborato
P 2 61 94 5£ APR 7 8 gf—yqi: STIGATION Legal COLH"._
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION Plan. & Insp.
<K Fb ST. LOUIS (44-775) C Rec. Mgnt.

Tech. Servs.
@)" DIRECTOR PRIORITY

Training

Public Affs. Off.
Do |

Directorgs Sec'y |

RE ByREAU PRIORITY FACSIMILE APRIL 25, 1978, AND BUREAU TEL

CaALLS TO ST LOUIS APRIL 26, 1978.

ST. LOUIS REVIEW OF CAPTIONED FILE, ELSUR INDICES AND ELSUR o
FILES ALL NEGATIVE FOR ANY RECORD OR INFORMATION INDICATING THAT )A

FBI ENTERED OR INSTALLED SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT ON THE RESIDENCE

PAST OR PRESENT OR THE BUSINESS (GRAPEVINE TAVERN) OF CAROL AND
ALBERT PEPPER. ELSyUR INDICES AND ELSUR FILES REVIEWED BY NAME,

RESIDENCE, (PAST aND PRESENT) , gfslm S I%RECC:/S m) TEL QH(;N/” éﬁzﬁy

NyMBERS , INCLyUDING THE PEPPERS' NOR~- PbBLISHED NUMBER 645 9154

BT | b T.MLVMA;W,
Sit. Lmu:r/ o called G
by Ptoe Tl ntemdoin
MLM’Q/ 7.{5«;1 ff:'calizf /0
ey e bEn
Yo - 3 €F6( = #76&’.

’{/ (-/jf

AE11 mpy 16 1978

lg
L?’/

T‘—i—-*
R

#
84 MAYZ 3 1978
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g - " . .
. | ‘HTED STATES GOVERNMENT

N 4

e, . memorandum

REPLY TO e

ATTN OF: OPR

supect: Letter from Mr. Albert Pepper

Thomas J. Biamonte, Inspector-Deputy
Assistant Director |
Office of Professional Responsib;lity
Federal Bureau of Investigation t 3
‘i \m"\_z{;&.-ﬂ/ (7:-"\:-’1/-/
This is in reference to ﬁhe attached—1&fter of
Albert Pepper dated March 12, 1978. As you can see from
his letter, Mr. Pepper requests whether the FBI ever

illegally entered his home or otﬁer properties and

installed a microphone surveillaqce.

We are referring this matter to your Office for
appropriate inquiry. Please advise us of your findings
so that we can respond to Mr. Pepper.

ke Ll

|
|
Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., Counsel |
Office of Professional Responsibi;ity

|

|

|

|

|

!

|

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

. L (REV. 7-76)
& U.S. Government Printing Office: 1977—241.530/3474 GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

5010-112

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 .
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. Pepper ) )
523 Franru Lane
uemay, Mo. 63125,

=
\ @ 14 ®aR

\/978

Mr. Benjemin: Civiletti

A‘sst,..mm%tx,iieem.., .

U.S. Depmbtment of Justice
' Bisies 205305
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Mﬁiaﬁaﬁjaﬁin Civiletti . y 2 March- 1978
Asst.Atty.Gen.. |
U;S.'Depﬁﬂoi-Justiae IR B — —

Washington, D.C. 20530. c RECEIVED

AR 2011978

| CRIMINAL DIVISION
i
- i
I understand your office. is investigating break-ins by the Federal
i

Bureaw of Investigation. 1
|
There has beem a published report,. aﬁd other informatiom, that the

F.B.I. committed some type offense as described in the emclosure, a
column by colummist, Jack Andersoi..

|

I would appreciate it verj mush if’ydu.could.ﬁell me whether theré is
any substance to My, Andersonrs:akleéa¢ion,abouﬁ the F.B.I.

I live in the St. Louis, Missouri, axiea so thée records, if any, may be
located in the St.,Louis F.B.I. fleld.offlce

EQE:(;EZiXiEz{) | ; Sin;erely: Algzzz%éppper
MAR 2 8 1978 | o QZW /ﬂmﬁ% _ 523 Franry Lane |
t

PUBLIC INTEGRITY SECTION l

1llegally entered or installed some type surveillance
equipment threrein (my home),, could I!reaeive from the
government some type sworn affidavit.%a that. effect so the
matter cam be disposed of 7 |

\
|
|
cesy U.S. Seunbte Judiéary committees. %
| |
P.S. I understand in sworn testimony 1n U.S. Dis. ct.
Chattanooga, Tenm., in 1964, 1n.the Hoffa: jury tampering trilal,
F,.B. I. special agent, Charles Bolz, testified the F.B.I.
flles "recorded transcrlpts or. both of all conversatlons

which the federal’ agency bugs 1llegally"

RECEIVED

AR 3 11978

1
b Office of
'rofessiciial Responeibility ﬂ@

i
1
|
I
|
{
|
L
|
!
|
I
|
{
|
|
I

|
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"bI AIﬁTJ X” RAY 8 &Iﬂ

l

By JACZK n*:mmsm mt:r m;:s wm:*“r &

-WQSEI G”Oﬁ f_“he,FbI wblch useﬁ eledtronlc skulauggery”in‘“ﬁf:
o » - effort to - dlscreélt ﬁaxtln Luther Ring, .drx., . . ..
-;trlod to cmvloy 81m17ar lll@qal Lactxcs te catch hls klller‘iff“_

- . Lmngmburied FEI dovumﬂnts reVﬁal that thﬁﬁwﬂxrcctor

J.,Lﬁg&r ﬂoover personally approved - a ‘break~in and lllegal :
--elecironic bugging aimed at- lnﬁOCGHL‘VWIaLlVbS of Janes Baxl
; Ray, who was. later conv1cted o; Flllluﬂ ulna. :

Sl ;“ga Tor ycarsf Foov&r ha& conuuctﬁa a VlClOQu Sﬂ@ar camﬁalgn¢~
:ff;agaiﬁst xna. PPI peddled mallcious an%l‘ﬂlng s&oriea to o
_:“thc press - ands. naﬁ ‘Sent dacforeﬁ tapes concerning Klng s pervanal
1life to his wlfe. ~When Xing was slaln in 1968, whispers about
posszhle 8T 1nvolvewontfput Poover unuer great Dresvure to
";vand the aasa831ﬂ;‘ : A i : SR

"Wq1le Lb@ ST accnt@ weze‘not on Raj 8 trall, a"~
- ﬁay IQ, 1968, meno, premarad for toplleover aide J.-P. Hohr,
g‘outllnec elaborat9 1llegal plans te catch tﬂe muréera".
2. - } "

I e A P%RT OF he.overall 13veshleatlon, coae«namea s
. MURKIN - an- acrcnym £or -murder and nlng - & REMO -Wag: wri ten
4 »whlch aeclareav’°"Consideratlon is given-to microphone lnStalla
-gtlorﬂ on certain prﬂﬁarul@b of hlb”rb and- Larol ﬁmppcrgﬁ the .
;lgrotbe ~1n ~law and’ “lSqu Of JaweS Larl Raj. Doaos
L ‘“he oreyogal; ‘cautloneﬁ hhe m»m@, xalses a qucatloﬁ
”,concernina the - legality . ‘of lany. action taken' dgainst: the auajpc; :
gef £his. case on ‘the basis-of informmtion obtained from the o
-microphones.” - If Qay called. the reppers -and -the bugged conver-:
Sutlﬂhn were ugeé to. drrest -him; the ! Iemo - sald, Ray “then could
c¢laim that the survewllunce v1olaced ‘his’ rlght of . privacv.
Thisg could. pr03hdlc ~the court cag qaalnst hlm.., :

i :"“1"\‘"

_."E.‘ﬁi_i,U B c o

-——A:» - —w~—-
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s oo Bun 1f cmltaln precuutlon¢'wer* ,akcl ~thHe memno

contlnued, 2the WOrst that could happeén “is- that the arvest -
could be. dcclared 11¢ega1. Usging Lorturmd logic, the. document
ingisted- that Ray could Stlll be conv*cpea daaglte tbe FbI -

: A
jlawmreaklnqﬁ T T I.&-
. : .- -5 | v

. '”he FBI plot_era blun*ly admltced tna* the whqle
schene ‘wae unconstitutional and a *technical violatioh® of ‘the
Ly law. *Be awara,? the. nemo warned, rthgt since the swarcb and
;.oeizurm ig - fnconstitutional as- to - he Leppers, they hqve at
“least.a theoretical caiise-of action |for damages aaains those
.who 1ﬁstalleq the. . (huqqlnq) devzceeibj txa"nmss e Mirespags”
is. uBT 1inae 4or a break~1n. . SO
: { . . . . .
- We have bug unable to aatorrlne w}ethar the FRI actually
ouaged or burclarﬂzea tha Peppers™ Home. . Indeed, assassinations
© expert Harold Weisberg has. developmd evidence indicating the
Justice Department veétoed ‘the plan.. . But inside sources- insist .
the FBI did-use dubiocus’ and possmblo illegal ‘Heans to’ capturb'
. Ray,"who later plewdeq ﬂuwl Ly “to’ Puraaxlna Xing and was
*}‘qcnbeﬁged to QQ ynarq in- ”rlQOQn P Nl _ “T_." S
Co TFQ PRI hus acknowxedc i}t at abuges evcurled in the
‘pdgt. . :Since 1973, ﬂDUCVcr, the nreaﬁnﬁ éirector,;?larerca Kellovg
has haltéd ﬂoat ‘of ﬁbcse,ur&cblcbs, WG were unmblo to’ reach thb
_@cpyers.‘v~< S : A TR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Moore
' o . ~AIngram
FUDERAL GOVERWME 1 - Mg. Peelman
Mr., Michael E. Shaheen; Jr. o ' April 28, 1978
Counsel, O«flce of Professional Co h -
Respon31bllluy R S o S )
Director, FBI - B . - Mr. Heltérhoff
' = Mr. Bassett
o ' ' " -1 - Mr. Mintz
LETTER FROM MRQ AhBﬁRT PEDPP R B Mr : Coulson
) Lo _j,Mr.<CQlwell (Attn:
: ' . 1 e Mr. Bi
. Re;erence is made to- your pemorandum dated
Jpril i4, 1978, wherein you Lequeﬂ¢ea to be advised
of ouxr FlDQlQQJ concexrning a’ leutef you received £from
Albert Pepper, who requestéed 1n£orwatlon as to whethex;
the FBI ever illegally entered his 1!1@1:1‘3 Or other é)/
prOyerules,anc installed aAmlcxzfnone survelllancea

!

_ A review of ocur\MURKIH Fi?e 44~38861 (*he
“givil rights assassination: 1Dvest1gat1ve file), shows that
by a letter dated ‘May 13, 1968, to |the Attorney General
- captiocned “Agsassination of MartlnlLuLner Klngp Jfo,’ the .
Director of the FBI advised thau e'cen51ve investigation
had been conducted -concerning Jameé narl Ray and no informa-~
tlonﬁhad~beep developed 1ﬂdlcatlna|bls present wheleabou..s°
Thiglettadr 901ﬁted out that in order to possibly assist
‘¢?_locat1ﬂg ana applchenml g Ray: Lhat it would be of
; \ay qad made any contact, either
. sister, CaroT Pepper,
Vhe Director -~
; thau the Attorney General
f~autn011ﬂe the 118;&11aL10a of av e]ectronic surveillance
on tho:r@sxdenca of Carol Peppcr (narxied'to Albert Pepper
“and rc31d1ng at 2025 T‘e1lev1cwr 8t. Louls, Missouri,.
telephoné number 645-2948), on the residence of John Tarry
Ray and at the CTamelea mave*p (1“82 Arsenal, St. Louis,
Missouri tul&pﬁ@ﬂ@ PR6-24 17), owned . by Carol Pepper  and
operated By, .John Larky Ray. . The Director advised that
y these 1nscallat1ons could assist in the early anprpnen510n
of Rayy which: could possibly be instrumental in re@chng the
- stresses and tensions pladed. on’ oux"naL1ona1 uegm;itj

Dep. AD Adm, SR SE aeat Lo’thc death of Mart l_uv ther ﬁlng‘za"‘fr- ' :
Dep. AD Inv. L l SX\ (D /
. : - - t i 'f

'

Asst. Dir.: )

Adm. Servs. ___| - PR . 3 . .
Crim: Inv. “ ) )

Ident. HVH bam : (l Yo SEEMNQﬁE PA
— \5\‘% o /‘} Mf‘{\ MA'LEE’ A

Legal Coun.
. Plon. & lnsp. —
- Rec. Mgnt. ;
Tech. Servs. ‘%\JW
. Training
Public Atfs. Off. ___

— Telephone Rm.

/eﬁ%?a ){\m 2&3}A1‘ 7gp\1 D ' | N - . ’ s :»: Lo g . . ‘TéT/DOJ
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- Thera is po 1ndlca Lo An our.flles uhat Lhe ,
;. torﬁcy Genera] rcsvondea tothis maa'l3 1968 _requebtiﬁ
of the . FBT and by letter’ dateﬂ"unc 115 Al968 captloned

”“1ecnronlc Surveillances;™ the- Dlrect0£ of the FBRI -

» adv1sea the Acterney Ccﬂeral, in part' that  inasmuch as
‘j?ay ‘had been apglehended the request}for electronic

~ surve illance mentioned in- the FBI 1ettex dated May 13
1968 Was ne eby Wlthdrawn«v;’ f ’ .

N . An lntexnal FBI menoranuum datca Nay 10, 1968 .
fln thc MURKLV flle “dis sCusges. @ertain legal ramlflcatlodsf_\
ﬁregardlng this May 13 - 1868, electronic surveillance . = -
Fequest and portions of thls memorandum are quoted 4n. the .
‘newspaper ‘article by. ‘Jack.: Anderson and ueﬂ‘Thltten, cnclcsed
. by Mz, Fepper.- Fox your~1nrormatlon, the materlal in-these’

_QLMURYIN comminications was made avallabie £o. Harold nelsberg
".(u eritioned -in the Ande:scn/Whlbten artlcle), unﬂer the

'ﬁlDVlSlonS o; tbe ?Lcedom of. Informitmoﬂ ACL

. . 5 ) ",,4.. . ) .-,. ) {

"communlcatlcns;—

Av you may recall ﬁhc Wask{rorce from your offlcenf'
'WﬂlCﬂ rev&ewed the FRI's 1nvest1gatlon of Martin Luther .
Ring,. Jr.; had aceess LO these abeve Fescrlbed MURnIN

- S LA revmew has been nade of tbe 1ndlces and flleo;i -
_1ncludlng our electronlc sulvelllanoe.lndlcea at ¥FBI .

- Headguarters reqar&1ng this request OF . Mr., yuppefu ';
(Durlng thig vev1ew, ‘the. MURKI“ Llle %howea that in-May 0;

54.19b8 - Albert and . Caxo1 Pepper had. hhelr home telephone

:numbe ‘changed €0 an unpubllehod numbef of. 645~9152, at
the . Same addro&s of 2025 . Bellev1ew) In addlLlonp 51nco
L Z3'e}:>pea:* ‘states ",.. so the records,  if any, may be

-ﬂ-locatbd in- the. SLQ‘40u1s F.B. I. £¢e1d oxflcey“ this. same

type oF rev1cw was made at our ot Louls TBI Tleld Oﬁficeo;75
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My, Michael E. Shaheen, Jx.

Based upon this review both at FBI Headquarters
and our St. Louis Field Office, no record could be located
showing that any electronic surveillance was conducted by the
FBI on the persons of Albert or Carol Pepper or that any
entry or electronic gsurveillance was conducted by the
¥BI on any properties or telephone numbers listed undexr
their names, or on the specific addresses and telephone
nunbers previously set forth: the home of Albert and Carol
Pepper (2025 Delleview), telephone numbers 645-2948 and
645-9152; the Grapevine Tavern (1982 Arsenal), telephone
number PR6-9417; or at the present address of Albert
Pepper (523 Franru Lane).

1l ~ Mr. Robert L. Keuch (Bnclosures 3)
Special Counsel to the Attorney General

1 - Assistant Attorney General (Enclosures 3)
Civil Rights Division

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Mr. Michael E. Shaﬁeen, Jr.

" NOTE: ThlS responds to a requeet from ‘the Offlce of
- Professional. Respon51b111ty, U. S- Department of -
Justlce, as to whether the FBI ever 1llegally entered
the home or other propertles of Albert. Pepper and lnstalled a
mlcrophone surveillance. Albett; Pepper was the husband
of Carol Pepper, a sister of Jamés Earl Ray. (Ray ‘was
_subsequently convicted in local court for the assa551natlon'
of Martln Luther King, Jr K _
- ThlS adv1ses the Department that .no record could
- ‘be 1ocated of any electronic surveillance based uypon a
review at FBIHQ and at our 8t: Louls Field Office. ‘(Based
upon a request by. FBIHQ, our St. ~Louls Field Office advised
" by teletype. dated 4/26/78 that no record of any .electronic
surveillance regardlng this matter could be - located) ‘

b

i
-4

[
Lo
A

el |

Ros Mant. 7
Tah. Servs.

nm e en
Pubhc Affs.Off____ ..

0 of Kdm.Serv. - -, Legal Court \ :
APPROVED: . égg‘,nv_ Dz‘ﬁé Plan. & Insp.

e et

Dep AD lnv
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APR 141978
% S

e'ﬁetterlg?gﬁAm;,;A;beftvPepbéer"

{- oPR"

”homas J. Blamonte, Inspector—DeputyL

A551stant ‘Director -

Office of Professional Pespon51bi11t;f

‘Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon

) : This is in reference to the
" Albert- Pepper ‘dated March 12, '1978;

_hls Tetter, Mr. Pepper requests Whet
illégally entered ‘his home or‘' other

- 1nstalled a mlcrophone survelllance.'

_ We are referrlng thls matter
: approprnate 1nqu1ry.- Please advlse

- 80 ‘that we’ can_respond»toqul‘Peppér-

Michael E.- Shaheen, Jr., Counsel.

attachedeletteriof_-'
As you can see from-

prepextiee.and"f
to'your=0ffiee4fof}:'

us -of your.findings

| Office of Professional Responsibllltt;ffﬁ
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FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) ,
i

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: C

LASSIFICATION:

. [ Teletype (] Immediate ] TOP SECRET
(] Facsimile [ Priority s [] SECRET
[ Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL
HEFTO
] CLEAR

DIRECTOR, FBI
(ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL IN

SUBJECT ; ASSASSINATION OF DR. M MART

5/26/78

U

FROM: K¥SAC ST. LOUIS (44-775 l/ﬂ/c/ls/@/

IN LUTHER, KING’
(;/“r' g

pj/@ /d //(?1 /’f ,"7 l
:5Lﬁﬁi .

L=

Re Bureau telephone call

to SL, 5/26/78.

EW BT & a8 LT E ‘7"/:) ?ﬁrf’wfﬁ/’/g

copies of photographs

- ; Enclosed herewi -
of| JERRY LEEXMILLER,.EBL and two photographs of
JAMES ALLEN /BENNY FBI ——‘—*‘“‘/é 'ﬁf

/ﬂ/ FLgpn f//rﬁd £ z)/)f@o Dt

:,/Jﬁ 7/ /%/4&?’

!/glﬂ fi‘:? éfy"lﬁ’f? K/g N
/)!0‘17 J(«;/«S’sf [f'j’yfy(/ ﬁe O ‘

e DT —

- Bureau (Enc - 4)Qﬁ£
2 - St. Louis "
(1- 44-775 & 1- 91- 5
JFS:kmt

. (5)

ey,

7=

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O.

14176










JERRY LEE MILLER
FBI No. 79,774 E

BANK ROBBERY; PAROLE VIOLATOR
FPC: 485 1U 3

S 1 Ut
Photographs on left taken 1970, other taken 1969

DESCRIF’TIb|
AGE 32 sl Yo e

OCCUPATIONS

1cc0umant e\er[ncmv abo
SCARS AND MARKS appe 1o

alesr
REMARKS may acs rg}a<
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMB[R USED \:’

Ug-38%6) - 26/

Su G~ 527G - foo VP
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$
¢
b
v
5
H
4
!
b
b
i

R L e e B e e

- "~ Number of copies made D |

e AR ¥ Tk

nzpnomxc-rron oF MATERIAL romx
coxcazssxoml. II\QUIRY UNIT |

~-DATE __Q,l.'). 77 1‘7(4

The follow1ng material has been repro-

~ duced for excising and review at FBIEY) and/or

“-delivery to the House: Select Committee on ..

- Assassinations: ’
'(See Bufile 62-117290; re HSCA request dated

FILE xo. 5/738&:/ U
SECTION 9.L |
SERIALS A3 through Q éo

(except f0110w1ng serials _
not” in file on thls date )

é&{g

gm0 souy: ]

" RETAIN THIS FORM AS|TOP SERTAL
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As~-
Do,

Dc‘a ’D Inv.

1
|
|
i
1

22JuT8 0 UZZ

RECE!

4 6L EDERAL BUREAU
Pallzase Jud T8 OFIHVESTIGATION .
' uOHHUNlCATlDHS secmn o

ublic Al

(88~228) L Telephone m
) Director’s Sec’y ™|
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ON &20/78, ALEC EIST, OyHER GREZN mm PUBLIC HOUSE, SIX MILE
BOTTOM, CAMBRIDGESHIRE , ENGLAND, lELL,PdOulE 247, TELEPHONED AMERICAW

EMBASSYs LONDOH, ASKLNG FOR FBI. CLA}.HLD WORKED yITH LEGAT OFFICL

WHEN WAS W ITH FLYING SQUAD OF NEy SCOTLAWND YARD (8SY). AS SyCH

WAS IN ON APPREHENSION OF JAMES EARL RAY IN LOWDON AND yaS wITH HJH ™~
THEREAFTER COWTINUALLY. NOWS THERE 1S OERTAIN CONTROVERSY I &j\bi\:%)
THE CASE AMD LOTS OF NEYSPAPER REPORTING CONCERWING RaY. HE I8

ABOUT TO MARE o MOVE I THIS MATTER, "p FINANCIAL™ MOVE BUT wANTS

T0 TapLK TO SONEONE FROM LEGAT OFFLCE §IRS 51.0UT OF LOYALIY = s ey
REFUSES TO COME TO LONDOMN. v Ry Lyl -5 \(22 JU‘J/Q’Z 1§8\

. ‘e
£IST WELL yNOwN TO NSY, FORMERLY '\;JITH FLYING SQUAD Alses== e

BELIEVED PARTICIPATED  IN RaY LbCURT. ‘..U x‘bh./ F}-(Ol“ﬁ_‘;,‘

LY ACQUITTED OF CORRyPTION CHARGES.
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PAGE TwO
DISAFFECTED. NSY DOES §OT CONSIDER HE C¢ULD HAVE INFO OF VALUE
45 HOT PART OF INTERROGATIONS, NEVER,ALON§ JITH RAY 4D ANYTHING
OF INTEREST wOULD Hﬁvz BEEN FORWARDED IN REPORTS FURNISHED AT THE
TIME. |

CONSIDERED HE HAS SOME SORT OF INFORMATION DEROGATORY TO uSY

WHICH wiILL TRY TO PEDDLE 10 LEGAT OR PRESS.

NEVERXTHELEZSS UACB wILL BE CONTACTED AND ADVISED TyO LEGAT

PERSONNEL WILL MEET wITH HIM IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
MO IHWDICATION THIS RELATED TO PROPOSED HsSCa VISIT TO LONDON.

MATTER wILL BE COORD INATED yITH NSY. |

CIRRECTION - FIRST L INE OF MESSAGE - NAME. IS ALEC NOT "apLEX™

BT
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EMBASSY OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -
Grosvenor Square

London, Enjgland

June 28, 1978

Re: Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING

;gL On June 22, 1978 Ass&stant Legal Attaches
DENNIS R. DICKSON and R®3£§$¢ﬁ’ KEANE traveled to Cambridgeshire,
England, to. contact Mr. ALEXANDER EIST Willow Cottage, 9 High
Street, West Wratting, Cambrldgeshlrg, England, at his request.
EIST is the publican at the "Green Man" pub SlX Mile Bottom,
Cambridgeshire, England. EIST advised that he was formerly
employed by the Metropolitan Police,!London, and has recently
retired.

During his employment‘w1th the Metropolitan Police,
one of hlS 3351gnments was to guard and escort JAMES EARL RAY
- who was arrested in London, England, Eln connection with the
assassination of Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING. EIST stated that
during the approximately four months|when RAY was incarcerated
in England awaiting extradition to the United States it was
EIST's assignment to be present in the cell with RAY and to
.escort him weekly to the court for remand hearings. :

EIST advised that as a result of having spent so
much time with RAY he developed a very close rapport and RAY
became very talkative with him. RAY‘admltted that he had
escaped from a Missouri prison by hanging on to the undercarriage

of a prison laundry vehicle or garbaée truck.

- With regard to the as£a551natlon of MARTIN LUTHER -

KING, RAY on many occasions admluted|that he killed XKING and on
no occasion did RAY ever indicate that there was an accomplice
with him, but rather he expressed and even bragged that he was
proud of the fact that he alone was able to kill KING. RAY
stated that the only mistake he made|was that upon leaving the
boarding house he was carrying the rifle he used to kill KING

and spotted a pollce officer in the area. He subsequently
dropped the rifle in the doorway to a shop and continued on his
way,  knowing full-well that his prlncs were on.the weapon and

that the investigation would subsequ?ntly lead to him.
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LON 88-228

, RAY indicated that he was a loner and did not
associate with anyone else and that the only person he received
assistance from was his brother,‘believed by EIST to be his
elder brother, and according to RAY his brother accompanied
him on several robberies subsequent to his escape from the
Missouri prlson k

I

EIST stated that hp had recently been in conver-
sation with a U. S. Air Force major who is stationed in England
and upon hearing that EIST was 1nvolved in the RAY case suggested
“that EIST should sell his story to a newsman. EIST advised that
during his assigmment with RAY helreported to his superiors any
comments made by RAY and thus the\appropriate authorities were
in possession of all pertinent information. He did not desire
to contact any newsmen regarding his story, however, was willing
to be interviewed by any off1c1a1lauthor1ty regarding his

association with RAY in England. |

' The above 1nterv1e% was conducted by Assistant
Legal Attache DENNIS R..DICKSON, in the presence of Assistant
Legal Attache ROBERT A. KEANE, on fune 22, 1978.

i
l
|
!
\
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FM TAMPA (157-3231) (RUC)
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) ROUTINE
ATLANTA (44-2386) ROUTINE

MEMPHIS (44-1987) ROUTINE

RE TAMPA AIRTELS JULY 2, 1974 AND DECﬁMBER
WITH ENCLOSED LHMS.CAPTIONED, "JAMES EARL RAY; DR. MARTIN

LUTHER KING, JRs - VICTIM,"

OF TRVESTICA
COMMUNICATIOF

Assoc. Dir, _
Dep. AL Ad.
Dep.ADInv.
Asst, Dir.:

crim. ||
P—

Jdent,
Intell. —____ ~ |
Laboratory
Legal Coun, - |
Plan. & Insp.
Rec. Mgnt, ¥
Tech. Servs. =
Training__—
Public Affs, Off,
Telephone Rm, —
Directords Sec'y__

fs a
1s, 1975,(}&%67 B
)

}
|

ON JULY 26, 1978, SGT. ROBERT THOMAS WEHUNT, JR.,

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON, MAC DILL AFB (NAFB)i, TaMPA, F'LA.,

HOME ADDRESS, 3129 HARTNETT AVE., TAMPA, FLA., CAME TO THE

TAMPA OFFICE (TPO) OF THE FBI AND ADVISED THAT HE HAD READ AN -

ARTICLE IN "THE TAMPA TRIBUNE" OF JUbYags, "
THAT A RUSSELL G. BYERS HAD TOLD THE HOUSE“ASQ&@QINATIO&.

> i t
Ly
5 8 T v/ F I .
178, T0 1 5%2 ¥ ¢/ - @

COMMITTEE THAT HE HAD BEEN OFFERED MONEY ON BEHALF OF ARRolYe 8% 1978

|-AAG/CRD

1-AAG/ CD

|- aiu

0-7 () 72878
J"‘m/

SEE FILE cof/

¢ O AUG 031978
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PAGE TWO TP 157-3231 UNCLAS

.

BUSINESSMEN TO XILL DR. MARTIN LUTHER KINd, JRe IN 1966 OR
|

EARLY 1967, SGT. WEHUNT ADVISED THAT HE HAD PREVIOUSLY
FURNISHED INFORMATION TO THE TPO OF'THE F@I IN 1974, TO THE
EFFECT THAT HIS FATHER,WHO WAS FORMERLY A:GUARD AT THE FULTON
COUNTY JAIL, ATLANTA, GEORGIA, HAD STATEMENTS FROM CONVICTS
IN THE FULTON COUNTY JAIL THAT THESE CONVIFTS HAD BEEN
APPROACHED BY VERY INFLUENTIAL BUSINESSMEN:TO KILL DR. KING
FOR ONE-HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS. SGT,. WEFUNT ADVISED THAT HE
DID NOT FEEL THAT APPROPRIATE ACTION HAD BEEN TAKEN CONCERNING
THE INFORMAT ION THAT HE HAD FURNISHED AS HFS MOTHER AND SISTER
HAD NEVER BEEN INTERVIEWED. SGT. WEHUNT,SFATED THAT HE HAD
TALKED WITH THE LEGAL ADVISOR AT MAFB CONC%RNING THIS MATTER
- AND WAS ADVISED TO RECONTACI THE TPO OF TH% FBI, SGT. WEHUNT
MADE AVAILABLE A THREE PAGE STATEMENT THATiHE HAD WRITTEN OuT
AND WHICH HE HAD SIGNED, THIS STATEMENT I% AS FOLLOWS:'

"IN 1966-67 MY FATHER HAD STATEMENTS &HAT I sSaWw THAT WAS
MADE BY APP-3 PRISONERS AT THE FULTON COUN?Y JAIL THAT STATED
THEY WERE OFFERED LARGE SUMS OF MONEY Tb KhLL MARTIN LUTHER
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PAGE THREE TP 157-3231 UNCLAS |

KI&G, JR. MY FATHER WAS A DEPUTY SﬁERIFF,OF FULTON COUNTY
AND WAS WORKING AT THE FULTON COUNTY JAIL'AT THE TIME., (CVER
S YEARS)., 1 sAW THE STATEMENTS. I DO NOT REMEMBER THE
NAMES, HOWEVER, I DO REMEMBER THAT THERE QERE THREE PEOPLE
MY FATHER DESCRIBED AS INFLUENTIAL BUSINE%S MEN WHO OFFERED
THE MONEY. LATER MY FATHER TOLD ME HE HAD TRIED TO TURN THE
STATEMENTS OVER TO THE GBI AND WAS TOLD Hé HAD BETTER NOT

IF HE WANTED TO LIVE, LATER HE TOLD ME T#AT HE HaAD BEEN

TOLD IF HE TOLD ANY ONE THEY WOULD KILL MY FATHER AND HIS

ENTIRE FAMILY. MY FATHER ALSO TOLD ME THAT HE KEPT THE
STATENENTS AND A LARGE SUM OF MONEY THAT HE HINTED TO BEING
ARCUND $3 MILLION TO 3! MILLION DOLLARS. LATER MY MOTHER
TOLD ME SHE THOUGH MY FATHER TOLD HER HE TURNED THE
STATEMENTS OVER TO A MAN WHO WAS GOING TO WRITE A BOOK.
THE MAN'S NAME IS BOB SOMETHING - MY MOTHER KNOUS HIS NAME,
MY FATHER DIED IN 1973 AND I TOLD ALL THIS TO THE FBI IN
1974, !

1 DO NOT KNOW THE NAME OF THE BANK WHERE MY FATHER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FOUR TP 157-3231 UNCLAS

KEPT THE STATEMENTS BUT IT WAS LOCATED IN LITTLE FIVE POINTS
IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA. MY SISTER, NOW MRS. WAYNE UPSHAW

OF STONE WT. GEORGIA, SAID SHE TYPED THE STATEMENTS FOR MY
FATHER. MY MOTHER, ALMA L. WEHUNT OF 3815 ALBATROSS LANE,
DECATUR, GEORGIA, KNOWS, PROBALLY, MORE TFAN I, HOWEVER, I
KNOW SHE IS SCARED ABOUT TALKING ABOUT IT,

MY NAME IS ROBERT THOMAS WEHUNT, JR.| OF 3189 HARTNETT
AVE., TAMPA, FLA. 33611 - TEL., 839-728l, "1 WORK AT A 56
HEADQUARTERS S@. MACDILL AFB, TEL# 838-3942-2724.

MY FATHER HAD A NICK NAME OF TWILIKER. (SPELLING
UNKNOWN). I TALKED TO CPT. WHITE, LEGAL OFFICE AT MAC
DILL WHO DIRECTED ME HERE AFTER TALKING TO HIS FRIEND,

A FBI AGENT IN CALIFORNIA., SIGNED: ROBER# T. WEHUNT, JR."

SGT. WEHUNT WAS ADVISED THAT THE INFORMATION THAT HE HAD |
PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED TO THE TPO OF THE FBI HAD BEEN FURNISHED
To FBIHQ AND IN TURN WAS FORWARDED TO THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIV.

OF THE U.,S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

|
BT E
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: Assistant Attorney General DATE: July 28, 1978
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISIOR :

: Director, FBI (44-88861)

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF .
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
APRIL 4, 1968 |
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Reference is madeto ______ memorandum dated
(your file ).

There is enclosed-one copy of the report of Special Agent
dated at

A. [ This covers the preliminary investigation and no further action concerning
‘a full investigation will be taken by this Bureau pnless the Department so directs.

B. [ ] The investigation is continuing and you will be furnished copies of
reports as they are received.

C. [].The investigation requested by you has now been completed. Unless
advised to the contrary no further inquiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [J Pursuant to instructions issued by the Department, no investigation will
be conducted in this matter unless specifically directed by the Department.

E. [] Please advise whether you desire any further investigation.

F. (] This is submitted for your information and you will be advised of further
developments.

G. (X This is submitted for your information and no further investigation will
be conducted unless specifically requested by the Department.

H. [J This covers the receipt of a complaint and no further action will be
taken by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

Enc. (3)ypegstiRe:

1 « AAG/Crininal Division
SEE ATTACHED ROTE.

FB1/DOJ
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Assistant Attorney General
Civil nightu Division

Page 2

NOTE: Attached is a teletype received July 27, 1978 froam tﬁi[

Tampa Office of the FBI containing information received from
" 8gt. Robert Thomas Wehunt, Jr., Tampa, Florida. .This infor-
mation was previously furnished the FBI as reported imn -
memorandum dated July 2, 1974 and December 12, 1975, eopies

of which are attached for infornation.
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Dae:  12/19/75

(Type in plaintext or code)

{Precedence)

S DU DU,

" )T0: DIRECTOR, FBL (44-38861)
ROt SAC, TAYRA (157-3231)(C)
{fmken
" ReTPtel 12/12/75 and Buaiitel 12/15/75.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are four copies of
an LHM setting forth information that was contained in reTPtel.

ROBERT THOMAS WEHUNT upon contacting the Tamgi Office
~on 12/17/75 was advised that a copy of the results of his L’
interview by Tamga FBI Agent was forwarded to the Civil Rights

Division of the U. S. Department of Justice in 1974 and no
additional dissemination was made by the FBI. Mr. WEHUNT
advised that any additional information that he receives
concerning this matter will be brought to the attention of the
Tampa Office. '

A review of Tampa files fdls to indicate that any
further dissemination was made by the Tampa Division of Tampa
airtel and LHM 7/2/74. ‘ .

- B
Q- Burea) fhncg)

JEH:bg OV
)

- CR

'{-mg RECY g/f/'}'/fé/’éO/ ’
670F l

12/23/75 - 3 prc 221975
JCL/J'GT' - ——

110

{10 s
19

“ A ~4
19.“\

/
Approved: h
it %um in Charge
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Q.

UNITED STATES DEPAi{RTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDEKAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION :
Tampa, Florida .
December 19, 1975 ,

JAMES EARL RAY; = | ,
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Reference is made to &ampa memorandum dated |
July 2, 1974, A

~ On December 12, 1975, Robert Thomas Wehunt, Jr.,
3109 Hartnett Avenue, Tampa, Florida, telephonically con-
tacted the Tampa Office of the FBI and advised that on
December 12, 1975, Angel Castillo, a reporter for the
"“St. Petersburg Times," a daily newspaper published in St.
Petersburg, Florida, had contactced VWehunt and had requested
that VWehunt tclcﬁhone collect to John Crewdson, a reporter
for the "New York Times," a daily newspaper published in
New York, New York. Mr, Wehunt advised that Castillo
indicated that Crewdson should be contacted by telephone

number 202-293-3100, - |

. Wehunt advised that he subsequently contacted
John Crewdson at the above-listed telephone number at which
" time Crewdson indicated that he desired to come to Tampa,
Florida, to interview Wehunt concerning information that
Wehunt had previously furnished to the FBI concerning three
signed statements that Wehunt's father had obtained from
convicts in the Fulton County Jail, Atlanta, Georgia, )
indicating that these convicts had been approached by very
 influcntial businessmen to kill Dr. Martin luther King, Jr.
L for $100,000., WVehunt stated that from his conversation with
. John Crewdson it was obvious to him that Crewdson had
o . obtained the results of the interview of Wehunt by an FBI
i Agent of the Tampa Office which interview took place on
! July 1, 1974, Wehunt advised that he did not give a definite’
P answer to Crewdson but indicated that he would recontact
L Crewdson at which time he would furnish a definite answer.

r

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI., It is the property of the FBI and

is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency. |
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Wehunt advised that he desired to bring this
to the attention of the FBI and he indicated that he plammed
to contact Angel Castillo and have Castillo contact -
Crewdson to notify Crewdson that Wehunt did not desire to
be interviewed inasmuch as Crewdson apparently had all of
the information that Wehunt had previously furnished to the
FBI. In addition, Wehunt advised that he was going to
notify Castillo that he is fearful of his life if if becomes
public knowledge that he furnished information to the FBI
to the effect that very influential businessmen had plotted ~ °
to kill Dr. King. -

L 4

On December 17, 1975, Wehunt telephonically
contacted the Tampa Office and advised that upon instructions
from his attorney he had contacted John Crewdson telephonically
and had advised Crewdson that he did not desire to be
interviewed by Crewdson.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI .3

Date: 7/2/74

(i'ype in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL

{Precedence)

r—d.-—d——-—-—————-—

Director, FBI (44-38861) ATTENTION: /)'Lciyf

From: BSAC, TAMPA (157-3231) &% CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION

, - RUC GENERAL INVEST. DIV.
ISubjm g (zuc) [ INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

/7Y s
. <~

l-(c-«.QnZ’

0-d.F"'

D |

B I A N

LA LA

Pt e

e e

LY CR [JEL [JDIH [JCRA-64 J{dnn
COOPA OJPE OJPF JE H.s§ 4
CJEID [JBomb Threats [JExtremist Matters .
[JWhite Hate [JBlack

Summary of Complaint:
Re Tampa telephone call to Bureau, 7/1/74.

Enclosed for the Bureau are four copies of an LHM;
also, enclosed for Memphis are three copies, one for the USA,
Western District of Temnessee), and two for the Atlanta Office.

- In view of Tempa's limited knowledge of information

conteined in LHM and possible leads that have already been
covered, any leads concerning information contained in LHNM
are being left to the discretion of the Office-af Ozigin. .

.REG:H'//[ -35’5/46;: '5‘;/

8 JuL 4
ACTION: UA

o further action being taken and
LHM enclosed XX1Copy to: [KR USA, Memphis
(JFD-376 (Enc. to LHM) [CJSecret Service
LHM being submitted CJATF
Report being submitted

reliminary investigation instituted

imited investigation instituted

A
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TP 157-3231

‘l‘unYa indices do not contain any information
f{dentifiable with ROBERT THOMAS WEHUNT, JR. or SR.
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UMTL’; STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS'”ACE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Tampa, Florida |
July 2, 1974

RE: JAMES EABL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. -
VICTIM

On July 1, 1974, Robert Thomas Wehunt, Jr.
g:nonally appeared at the Tampa Office of the Federal
reau of Investigation in the company of his wife, Ammette
Jean Wehunt, maiden name Balsinger, and Wehunt furnished
the following information:

This document conteins neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are mot o
be distributed outside your agency. :
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| FD-302 REV.11:27.70) . .‘D .@
y .- - ‘fﬁpiul SUREAU OF INVESTIGATION i

Daote of ronscription

July 2,.1974

s e

T - 'rﬁ.m ‘mm(:iﬁimt!m, Jla, t3:1.(3'Je ﬂ;rtnett th'

» Flo » Perso y appeared a anpa, Florida, - -
0?3:: of the hseeral Bureau of Investigation. He was :
advised of the official identity of the mutvicving‘ ’
the nature of the inquiry and t information
furnished could be used in a court of law. He did not
desire to furnish a signed statement but orally furnished
the following information:

WEHUNT has been in the U. §. Air Force for the
gast six years, and he is presently a Staff Sergeant in the
Pirst tion Maintenance Squadron at MacDill Air Force
Base (AFB), Tampa, Florida. He recently read in the news-
r that JAMES EARL RAY, who was conv{cted of killing
. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., in 1968, is at ti:ﬁoto get
a nev trial and is stating that he wants to tell was
involved with him in this killing. This article reminded
WEHUNT of information that he received from his father,
ROBERT THOMAS WEHUNT, $SR., in 1968. WEHUNT furnished this
information to his Commanding Officer, Major OZOL. Major
OZ0L referred WEHUNT to Colonel HOLMES of the Legal Office
of MacDill AFB, who in turn referred WEHUNT to Federal _
Bureau of Investigation Office in Tampa. 507

. WEHUNT's father was & criminal fnvestigator in the . .~
U. S. Amy for 20 years. After his father retired from the -
Army, he worked as an investigator for Fidelofax, later for . ‘
& bonding company and then for eight years as a rd at the -
Fulton County Jail, Atlanta, Georgia, up until his death in 7~
mt. 1973, ot ’, o

' roximately two months after KING's death in 1968, ~ .
WEHUNT's father showed WEHUNT, WEHUNT's mother, ALMA LOUISE - ..
WEHUNT, maiden name RALSTON, and WEHUNT's sister, JANET UPSHAW, .
maiden name WEHUNT, at least three signed statements that =
WEHUNT's father stated he hed obtained from "hard-core" :
convicts in the Fulton County Jail. Each statement stated -
that these convicts had been ﬁproached by "very influential
t’nlx;%n&s,smen" to kill Dr. MARTIN LUYHER KING, JR. for - - o

» ) . . . .

tterviowsd on_1/1/Th o__Tampa, Florida e tﬁa 157'-"-% 31
. 8 4-1987 . -
SA JOUN ALLEN HARTINGH: sf 3/2/th - . . .-
2 DU

This document containg neither ¢ dolions mor lusions of the FBI. & is the properiy of the FBI end is looned so your egency;
. B 3nd Us contents ere not 10 be distribuled oulside your ogency. -
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At this time WEHUNT's father was a jailor and he
told WEHUNT that these criminals furnished him this
information and he took it from them in the form of signed
statements., The father told WEHUNT that on one occasion
he attempted to turn these statements over to proper authorities
for investigation but that the father's life and that of his
family were threatened, and the father told WEHUNT that he had
decided to keep his mouth shut. The father did not tell
WEHUNT to whom he had offered the statements or who had
threatened the father.

The father formerly had these statements and other
related gapers at his house in Atlanta, Georgia, but after the

father died in August, 1973, WEHUNT and his mother attempted g
to locate these papers but to date they have not located them, --
WEHUNT assumes that it is possible his father had a safe
deposit box that no one has yet discovered and that possibly
the statements and papers are contained in the safe deposit -
box. ‘

WEHUNT cannot recall names of the individuals
who furnished the statements or names of the "very influential
bus&tizneux::mn". but these names were all contained in the
statements,

WEHUNT doubts that his mother or sister would
recall any additional information about the statements
or that contained in the statements, and WEHUNT does not
know of anyone else who has any information concerning these
statements,

WEHUNT noted that shortly before the death of his
father his father was an alcoholic and he had many girl
friends and more money than he could have possibl en
earning as a jail guard. WEHUNT, therefore, at that time
surmigsed that it was possible that his father had been paid -
off by unknown individuals to remain quiet about the statements, .

WEHUNT mentioned this ltOf{ to his commanding officer
about two months ago but the commanding officer did not '
give WEHUNT any response to it and WEHUNT dropped the matter

at that time. WEHUNT brought this matter at this tims

after reading the uwsgager article about RAY and after thinking
that 1f RAY talks possibly WEHUNT and his father's name might
be brought up and there might be some danger to WEHUNT and

3
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his family. WEHUNT noted that another reason that he
never mentioned this story to anyone before is because
he did not feel that anyone would believe him, _
WEHUNT advised that if he recalled any additional
information or was able to develop any additional
information he would immediately recontact the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. '

The followl descg.gtivc data was obtained
through observation inte

ew: ]
Name s ROBERT morh)( , JR.

Race:. White

Sex: z

BO .

Place of Birth: D { orgia
_ "HeIght — T s'11"

ght:

Weight: 175 1bs.

Education: Graduate of Walker High

- School, Atlanta, Georgia

Disabllities: . None

Social Security
Account No.s

Employments

1 4
U. 8. Alr Force, :
First Maimition Maintenance
Squadron, MacDill Air Force
Base, Tampa, Florida
Business Telephone No.t 830-4311 = -
Residence: 3109 Hartnett Avernue

‘ Tampa FIprIHE,_
Wife: . ﬁ%ﬁﬂ JEAN WEHUNT,
maiden name BALSINGER
Race: White
Sext Female
Born:
- Pldce of Birthi mers e, iana
Mother: AIMA LOUISE WEHUNT,
maiden name RALSTON
Residence: Albatross Lane
Decatur, Georgia
- Telephone No.s 404~241=5253
Employment : Sears and Roe
Ponce De Leon

Atlanta, Georgia
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