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THAT THE AIRCRAFT'S LOG BOOK WAS IN HIS PLANE AND CALLED

THE OHIO COUNTY AIRPORT, ADVISING LEROY HARRIS, DIRECTOR

OF AIRCRAFT yMVAI'EéT»ENANCE, T0 OBTAIN ALL LOGS AND MAKE

AVAILABLE T0 FBI.

ON THIS DATE, LEROY HARRIS, AS ABOVE, MADE AVATLABLE
TIREE AIRCRAFT LOGS PERTAINING TO THE ABOVE 'AIRCRAFT, AS WELL AS
THE ENGINE LOG. A COMPLETE REVIEW OF IHESE L0GS FAILED TO
DISCLOSE THE NAMES OF BEjRGESS AUDI wn_sen OR LOY CREWS.

A REVIEW OF ALL LOGS IND ICATED THE AIRCRAFT RECEIVED
AN A&NUAL INSPECTION, F‘EBRUARY 28, 1968, WHICH wsmnon VA
SIGNED BY (FNU) LAST NAME APPEARING TO BE FRANKENFIELD,
INSPECT ION AUT HOR IZATIGN NUMBER AI1136526. NO FURTHER
IDENTIFYING DATA AVAILABLE. THE NEXT msmcrmu DATE FOR
THE AIRCRAFT WAS JILY 19, 1968, WHICH INSPECTION WAS ALSG
SIGNED BY FRANKENFIELD.

oN GCTOBER 12, 1968, THE AIRCRAFT ENG INE RECEIVED
MA INTENANCE ATTENTION, AT WHICH TIME '!‘HE MAINTENANCE WORK WAS
SIGNED BY FLOYD OL SON, AIR FRAME ANB Pewm PLANT NO. 1724846,
NO FURTHER IDENTIFYING DATA AVAILABLE AND NO LOG ENTRIES FOR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE PG 44-1572  UNCLAS

APRIL 1968, |
 HARR1S INDICATED THAT FAA RECORDS SHOULD DISCLOSE

LOCATION FOR FRANKENFIELD AND OLSON AT THOSE PARTICULAR

TIMES. S
ANY SUBSEQUENT LEAD S ARE BEING LEFT TO THE DISCRETION
OF 00,
REPORT FOLLOW S.
END
BT

#
HOLF FOR SECOND TEL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




-

;"

= .,

- ’ - . ‘, Fy \d V . -

KCOZ61 2361640

00 He ME

DE XC

Hhets. 1557,

d

0 2416357 |
_ RECEIVE
FEDERAL EUgEAU
BF T HYESTIGATION
ﬁummmﬁsfs”sc’mu

FM KANSAS CLY (44-768) P

TO DIRECTOQR (IMMED IATED

(44-38361)
MEMP%&% (44-1987) (SUB M)  (IMMEDIATED

BT
UNCLAS EF T O
ATTENTI ON: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT

{ FRKIN AO: NMEMPHIS

RE NEMPHIS TELETYPE TG DIRECTOR AND ¥XANSAS CITY
AUGUST 21, 19733 MEMPHIS TELCAL TO KANSAS CITY AUGUST 21,

1$78; JACKSON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, AND

MEMPHIS AUGUST 22, 1978,
INVESTIGATION

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE RESILTS OF AN

CONDUCTED TO RESOLVE THE ALLEGATION BY BURGESS AUDIE
AND TO

THAT HE ASSASSINATED MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.,

REC:79
E}gal PR

[eee—

.w;L§g§Z%EEi:ﬁ' "(

Pu.:

* £ Tele, -

¥ Direcic,

&

620cT 161979428
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PAGE TWO ¥C 44-760 UNCLAS EF TO

VINCE HARR ISON, MANAGER OF THE GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI,
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, IND ICATED THAT WILSON RAN A JEWELRY
STORE IN BELTON, MiSSOﬁRI,_I& 1968, AND THAT IN 196S WILSON
RaN FOR MAYOR OF GRANDVIEwW, MISSOURI. HARRISON INDIQATED
THAT JOHN CaMPBELL, CHIEF OF POLICE, GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI,
AND SAM L ICKTEIG, REAL ESTATE APPRAISER, GRANDVIEW, MISSCURI,
TELEPHONE 765-1991, WILL HAVE MORE INFORMQTiON.

CAMPBELL DESCRIBED wWILSON AS BEING A CON-MAN aAND ALSO
AS A HEAVY DR INKER.

CAMPBELL SAID HE IS AWARE THAT WILSON HaD a JEWELRY
STORE, BUT CANNOT REMEMBER THE NAME OR LOCATION, CAMPBELL
SaID THAT BEFORE WILSON LEFT GRANDVIEW, DOES NOT REMEMBER
THE DATE, THAT ¥ ILSON GOT VERY PARANOID ABOUT SOMETHING.

W ILSON HIRED OFF DITY ?OLiCEMAN TO GUARD' THE INVENTORY OF
WILSON'S JEWELRY STORE, SUBSEQUENTLY WILSON AUCTIONED OFF
ALL HIS INVENTORY., THE AUCTIONEER WAS TOMMY COMPTON,
TELEPHONE 7681-22 77,

CAMPEELL HEARD THAT.BEFORE WILSON CAME TO GRANDVIEW
HE WaAS IN SOME TYPE OF BUSINESS WITH LOU CREWS OF CREWYS

JEWELRY STORE, BUT DOES NOT REMEMBER THE NAME OF THE BUYSINESS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE THREE  KC 44-767 UNCLAS EF T 0
WHEN WILSON CAME TO GRANDVIEW, HE SPLIT WITH CREWS AND LEASED
A COUNTER FROM ¥ATZ DRUG STORE, TRUMAN CORNERS SHOPP ING
CENTER, GRANDVIEW, MISSOUR I. WHEN WILSON SPLIT, CREWS WAS
REAL MAD BECAUSE HE, CREWS, GOT CHEATED OUT OF SEVERAL THOUSAND
DOLLARS, AND MADE THE COMMENT, "IF I GET A CHANCE I'M
GOING TO BUMP THE SON-OF-A-BITCH OFF".
SUESEQUENTL Y Y LSON MOVED FROM KATZ AND OPENED o NEW STORE,
LOCATION AND NAME UNKNOWN,.
CAMPBELL IND ICATED THAT ON JANUARY 6, 1969, WILSON FILED
FOR CAND IDATE FOR MAYOR OF GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI. HE SAID
WILSON WAS DEFEATED BY A LARGE MARGIN IN APRIL OF 1969.
CAMPBELL WaS ASKED IF WILSON WAS CAPABLE OF KILLING
SOMEONE, AND HE REPL IED THAT WILSON WAS VERY CAPABLE BECAUSE
OF HIS TYPE OF CHARACTER.
CAMPBELL SAID THAT LOU CREYS DIED ON AUGUST 22, 1978
OF CANCER, AND THAT A SAM XAPPERA, OFF ICER, GRANDVIFW POLICE
DEPARTMENT, A REAL CLOSE FRIEND OF CREWS, MIGHT BE ABLE
TO PROVIDE MORE INFORMATION ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN

CREWS AND W IL SON,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FOUR  KC 44-762 UNCLAS EF T O

SaM L ICKTEIG IND ICATED THAT HE wWAS ON THE CITY COUNCIL
WHEN WIL SON WAS A CAND DATE FOR MAYOR IN 1969. HE SAID THAT
ARNOLD HOLTON RAN AGAINST WILSON AND HOLTON wON THE ELECTION,

L ICKTEIG FEELS THAT WILSON waS VERY STRANGE, HE HEARD
THAT WIL SON XEPT A CONSIGNMENT OF DIAMONDS IN HIS HOUSE,
AND THAT HE WaAS BURGLARIZED ON WHAT SEEMED TO BE A REGULAR
BaSIS. L ICKTEIG SAID HE DOES NOT KNOW HOW HE STAYED 1IN
ByUSINESS WITH ALL THOSE BURGLARIES., HE ALSO SAID THAT wILSON
APPEARED TO BE HAVING FAMILY PROBLENMS.

LICKTEIG SAID THAT WILSON LOST THE MAYOE ELECTION BY
8 LARGE VOLUME AND DOES NOT KNOW IF ANYONE BACKED HIM yP,
HE DOES NOT XNOW IF CREWS wAS INVOLVED WITH THE ELECTION.

LICKTEIG SAID THAT ONE OF WILSON'S CAMPAIGN STANDS WAS
AS FOLLOWS: "TO OPPOSE SCHOOL D ISTRICT CONSOLIDATION,
CONSOLIDAT ION WOULD MEAN OUR CHILDREN COULD AND WOULD BE
TRANSPORTED TO OTHER SCHOOLS 18 TO 15 MILES awaY, AND OTHER
CHILDREN FROM XANSAS CITY TRANSPORTED TO OUR SCHOOLS".

. LICKTEIG SAID THAT wWILSON ATTENDED THE yNIVERSITY OF

TEN?

=2
=1

ESSEE. HE ALSO S5aAID THAT WILSON waS A MEMBER OF THE

KANSAS CITY MASCNIC LODGE,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FIVE  KC 44-768 UNCLAS EF T O
ED BUSH, LOAN OFFICER, IN CHARGE OF AiéPLANEVLOANS
AT JOHNSON COUNTY BANK IN KANSAS, INDICATED THAT WILSON
APPLIED FOR A LOAN FOR A BONANZA 4434L AIRPLANE IN 1968,
BUSH SAID THAT LOy CREWS WAS SHOWN AS A PARTNER IN THE
PIRCHASE OF THIS AIRPLANE.
THE APPL ICATION OF WILSON SHOWS WILSON'S ADDRESS AS
13125 HICKER, GRANDVIEY, MISSOUR I, AND HIS PLACE OF BUSINESS
AS: WILBURS WHOLESALE JEWELERS, TELEPHONE 331-258%, CREYS
APPLICAT ION SHOWS HIS HOME ADDRESS AS HICKMAN MILLS DRIVE
AND OLD 7! HIGHWAY, AND HIS EMPLOYMENT AS: CLIPPER MANUFACTURERS,
NO ADDRESS OR PHONE GIVEN,
BUSH SAID THE BANK MADE a4 CREDIT BUREAU CHECK ON JUNE 5,
1963, HE SAID THE BILL OF SALE FOR THE BONANZA 4434L IS
DATED JUNE 6, 1968, WHICH IS AFTER THE DEATH OF MARTIN
LUTHER XING, JR.. THE SELLER WAS LISTED AS FISHER SaALES
AND SERVICES AND THE BUYER AS CREWS AND yILSON. |
| NAMES

3]

’ THE AIRPLANE wAS REGISTERED ON JﬁNE 6TH UNDER TH
OF CREWS aAND WIL SON. THE AIRPLANE WAS REGISTERED AT THE
FOLLOWING ADDRESS, 553 NORTH SCOTT, BELTON, MISSOURI, WHICH
IMAS LATER LEARNED THROUGH THE 1969 CRISS—C?OSS DIRECTORY

THAT WILBUR WHOLESALE JEWELERS WAS LOCATED AT THIS ADDRESS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. v
LIPS S .
B ‘ .

PaGE SIX KC 44-76% UNCLAS E F T O
BOTH PARTIES SIGNED A SECUR ITY AGREEMENT ON JUNE 6, 1968,
N a LETTER DATED NOVEMBER 22, 1968, CREWS AND WILSON SIGNED
ALL ;I'}[EIR RIGHT 5 TO THE AIRPLANE BACK. TO FISHER.

BUSH INDICATED THAT CREWS PURCHASED A 1968 THUNDEREIRD
O OCTOBER 9, 15968 FROM PAIL'S FORDS SALES, INC., WITH
VIN 8Y83N138879., THE DATE OF THE LOAN WAS OCTOBER 8, 1983,
BUSH SAID THAT THE BANK SUBSEGSUENTLY REPOSSESSED THE CAR
AND SOLD IT ON JILY 16, 1970, BUSH SAID THAT WILSON WAS THE
ONLY SIGNER ON THE LOAN FOR THE THUNDERBIRD.

KANéAS CiTY, AT XANSAS CITY, MISSOURI: (1) IN REFERENCE
TO MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO D IRECTOR AND KANSAS CITY, DATED
AUGuUST 21, 1973, WILL CONTINUE TO ATTEMPT TO LOCATE EXISTENCE
OF JEWELRY TRADE SHOP ON WALNYT STREET TO ESTABLISH EXISTENCE
OF INDIVID uaL AS DESCR IBED BY wILSON,

(2) WILL OBTAIN CREDIT CHECK FOR WILSON TO DETERMINE IF
aNY TRANSACT IONS 0OCC ED ON APRIL 4, 1968,

BT
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: . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS Lo N
TouyT T T FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION RN SREEREDINE
Copyto: 1 = USA, Memphis

_Reportof:  © SA JOHN J. SHERIDAN - Offce: .Chicago.
Date:;” ‘August 31, 1978 BTSRRI Sk Rl
Field Office File #: 44-1”114 : o © . Bureau File #; 44—-38861
Te  MURKIN | L
Character: CIVIL RIGHTS
Synopsi: DEBRA ANN JONES, Belvidere, Illinois, daughter of BURGESS |

“AUDIE WILSON, adv:.sed she and her mother were in Memphis.
during the KING assassination ‘and her father remained in
- Kansas City, Missouri. Her mother called her father in
‘Kansas C:Lty at least twice from Memphls. WILSON was
arrested 'in Brownsville, ‘Tekas, about four and one-half
years ‘ago and allegedly had a rifle in ‘his'car. She said
he definitely has mental problems, is  intoxicated most of
" the time and feels he badly needs psychlatrlc treatment.

'°1--Ruc -
- PREDICATION:
ThlS 1nvest1gatlon ‘was pred:.cated upon receipt . . "1

- of Memphis teletype to the Bureau dated August-” 19 1978, e
requesting that DEBRA ANN. JONES be J.nterv:l.ewed. 4 R

This document contains neither recommendauons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property ‘of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents S
are not to be chstnbuted outs1de your agency. 2 . -

U s.cpo:;915-o;515-s41 e T

e
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTlGATION

8/23/78

Date of transcription

DEBRA ANN JONES, Lot 106, 2628 Newburg Road, Belvidere,
I1linois, -advised she is the daughter of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON '
and that they lived in Kansas City, Missouri, from 1964 to
September of 1968. She advised she was a senior in high school
in 1968 and received a 1965 white Mustang from her father as a
graduation present. JONES stated she was in Memphis, Tennessee,
with her mother visiting her maternal grandfather, who was in
.~ a Baptist hospital after suffering a heart attack, at the time
- of the KING murder, She and her mother flew from Kansas City to
" Memphis on an unrecalled airline and stayed three or four days.
She recalled there were curfew restrictions while they were in
. Memphis., She advised that her father, who was a flight engineer
on a C=124 and stationed at Richard's Gabour Air Force Base,
. remained in Kansas City with her two brothers, STEPHEN and
.- MARK WILSON who were ages 14 and 10. .

JONES stated she deflnltely did not travel to Memphls
in the Mustang, “and she never made any trlpS in it with her
father. She stated the car was in very poor condltlon and
~could not make it to Memphis. :

T She recalled that while they were in Memphls her
Vn:;mother called Kansas Czty at least twice and talked to her
L father. ,

S R Further, she stated she has not seen her father in-
. “five years but that he calls her frequently. She advised she"
o received a call last Saturday morning at which time he sounded :
.. sober, On this occasion they had a general conversation, JONES -
advised he called her again on Thursday night and was obviously
~ intoxicated. On this occasion her Tather told her the Federal
~ Bureau of Investigation (FBI) was going to put him in jail for
“the murder of KING, In addition, he told her the FBI had glven S
. 'him a polygraph test. He told her she would be contacted by therx'
FBI and that she was to tell the FBI nothlng. i

7515” C She stated her father is 1ntox1cated most of the ,;:V;;‘;;

.at

8/19/78 4 Belvidere, Illinois F.-;e#' CG 441114

Interviewed on

b, .58 JOHN J. ‘SHERIDAN':kjd . Date dicrared 8/_21/ 78

Thxs document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agenu ) FB1/DOJ '
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:-ftmmes ‘he calls her and- she feels he definltely has mental

v'&}problems. She knew of no psychiatric treatment, but she
- felt he needed it badly.

She stated her mother, BETTY Lo (Mrs. KEITH WeD,)

" ,WADE >reSides .at 233 Smith Street, Barlesen, Texas, and has

}telephone 817-295=2200, Her two brothers live in the same
area., JONES advised that her father has a sister, LEIDA
~ MC GAHEY, 2002 East Eighth Street, Columbus, Mississippi,
. telephone 601-327-1141, who usually knows his whereabouts.

v JONES advised her father never indicates where he
Qﬁis calling from and has moved around a great deal since his

. divorce four and one~half years ago at Ft. Worth, Texas. . She

-stated he was arrested around that time at Brownsv111e, Texas,

‘kf;whlle 1ntox1céted in a bar and after making threats to kill

his wife, She advised the police found a rifle in his care

Further, she stated her father was congenial when
'sober, but when he drank he was mean and often hit his wifes
She advised that although he was blgoted she is sure he did
not kill KING and that he was not in Memphis at the time -
KING was murdered

— 4~
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-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 8/25/ 78

BRI DEBRA ANN JONES, Be1v1dere, Illlnois, who is the

"daughter of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, advised that she does not
recall exactly when her father purchased the 1965 Mustang.

. . She recalled driving it to school for a couple of months ,

- . ‘prior to her graduation and advised they definitely had this

Z# - - wvehicle during early April, 1968. She stated her father

S 3purchased the car from an unknown'dealership near Kansas Clty.,

_at

8/23/78 Belvidere, Illinois gy # CG 44=1114

“jnterviewed on

8/23/78

4, . SA JOHN J, SHERIDAN:kjd

Date dictated -

This ‘document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agengy; it and its eoutents are not-{o.be distributed outside your agency. Fai/DoJ

%_6/?‘-' -

2025 RELEASE UNDERE.O. 14176




B ° | ,.
‘( KCODES 24023197 - . A |

Assoc. Dir,

00 HQ ME Dep. AD Adi,
Dep. AD Inv. ~ 7

) 29 3 Asst, Dir.
DE KC ? 8 QUG 7‘5 Zj j 7 z Adm. gerv. /*'
- . . Crim. |
0 2823007 AUG 78 - -FEDE???‘E%&EAU* cent,

oF 354"45,57?5"‘7‘&{“0“ ' Tatgga Sr
!PE:FM KANSAS CITY;.-(M- 768) cox@mmmas $ Legal Coun.

Plan. & Insp.— 1

" 10 DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) CIMMED IATE) Rec. Mgnt.
7

—————

Tech. Servs, |

et et e« Training

(44-1987) (SUB M) CIMMED IATE) Public Affs, O,
) Telephone Rm, —
BT Directogs Sec'y |

UNCLYS EFTO "
Fuorkan; Ne e,
ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT,\MURKIN; DO MEMPHIS, ;/5

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR AND KANSAS CITY, AUGUST 21,

1978; MEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALL TO KANSAS CITY, AUGUST 21, 1978;
JACKSON TELETYPE TO D RECTOR, KANSAS CITY, AND MEMPHIS,
AUGUST 22, 1978; KANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS, =/
AUGUST 24, 1978; KANSAS CITY TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR AND mzmpuxs:ij
AUGUST 25, 1978,

ROBERT JOSEPH SERED ICH, DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MALE,

B@RN‘ ]s'r_", 265 POUNDS, BLUE EYES, BROWN
HATR, SSAN AND FBIQ_ WAS INTERVIEWED
ON AUGUST 28, 1978, SERE kaw'mnlcuan THATe HE HAS NE\ER h o
- (AP =3V pl) 2 )
HEARD OF A BURGESS AUDIE WILSON. SEREDICH ALSO” INDICATED T Y
CCGTA i tins] bR

THAT HE IS NOT FAMILIAR WITH WILBUR JEWELRY STORE IN BELTON
B3 SEP 25 1978

?%(‘ﬁ
% )

6200716197
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MISSOURI, OR OF LOU CREWS.

SERED ICH INDICATED THAT HE HAS KNOWN MOST OF THE
JEWELERS IN THE KANSAS CITY AREA FOR THE PAST TEN YEARS,
HOWEVER, HE DOES NOT KNOW BURGESS AUDIE WILSON,

SERED ICH 1S THE OWNER OF FECHTER JEWELRY, SUITE 413,
25 EAST 12TH, TELEPHONE 471-8457, ,

MITCHELL ZAMMAR WAS INTERVIEWED ON AUGUST 28, 1978,
ZAMMAR IS NOW MARR IED TO DORIS (AUSTIN) ZAMMER, WHO OWNS
DORIS BOND ING COMPANY, 731 ANN, KANSAS CITY, KANSAS,
TELEPHONE 621-5858, ZAMMAR SAID HE IS FAMILIAR WITH
WILSON, HOWEVER, ONLY ON A CASUAL BASIS, ZAMMAR IN-
DICATED THAT HE MET WILSON THROUGH THURMAN FECHTER,

NOW DECEASED, FORMER OWNER OF FECHTER JEWELERS. ZAMMAR

- DESCRIBED W ILSON AS BEING VERY NERVOUS., ZAMMAR SOLD A
RING TO WIL SON THAT HE PURCHASED FROM FECHTER. ZAMMER
DESCRIBED THIS AS A SMALL RING WORTH APPROXIMATELY $300
TO $400. ZAMMAR SAID THAT HE VISITED WILSON AT HIS PLACE
OF BUSINESS Tw ICE, IN ORDER TO OBTAIN THE MONEY FOR THE
R ING WIL SON PURCHASED FROM ZAMMAR.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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.

" PAGE THREE
' ZAMMAR WAS ASKED IF WILSON MADE ANY MENTION THAT
WILSON HATED BLACKS.  ZAMMER INDICATED THAT WILSON NEVER

MADE MENTION THAT HE WAS PREJUD ICE AGAINST BLACKS.
ZAMMAR WAS INFORMED THAT WILSON ALLEGED THAT WILSON
ASSASSINATED MART IN LUTHER KING., HE WAS ALSO. INFORMED
THAT WILSON RECEIVED A JAPANESE SNIPER RIFEL FROM HIM,
ZAMMAR REPLIED THAT HE NEVER GAVE OR SOLD A JAPANESE
SNIPER RIFLE OR ANY OTHER WEAPON TO WILSON. ZAMMAR
ALSO INDICATED THAT HE NEVER HEARD WILSON TALK ABOUT
KILL ING MART IN LUTHER KING.
KANSAS CITY D ISCONTINUING FURTHER INVESTIGATION,
UACB.
BT

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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— FBI [

I\@H“ & %
TRANSM:T VIA ' PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION:
[] Teletype VT ) Immediate ] TOP SECRET |
[] Facsimile [ Priority ] SECRET |
X] Airtel [ Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL !
: [JEFTO ' b
[ CLEAR !
I
Oy/ Date ___9/18/78 !

_/ eﬁf TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44- 38861) ' '
' O& S - (ATTN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT|
% / DIVISION) 7
;25 FROM: - SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (C)

SUBJECT ; ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
- APRIL 4, 1968
.MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

m..mw"

- 4‘/
Re Bureau airtel to Atlanta dated 8/30/78.

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and five
copies of an LHM dated and captloned as above and suitable for
dlsseminatlon :

It was obvious, in the interview with STEWART, that
once he learned the FBI could not get him transferred to the
Federal Correctional Institute at Memphis, Téennessee, he lost
interest in cooperating-with the FBI. STﬁgART wants to trade
what, if any, information he has for a transfer. He is a
hardened criminal who has Spenf'most of the last 15 years in

. prison. He is not about to give away anythlng he has for
nothing. He did answer some questions but his answers were
vague and when asked for specific information to substantiate

hle beliefs, he could Rrﬁ‘;o%dev none M 355@/ é@%j{%

STEWART appears eager to help prove the innocence of
JAMES EARL RAY. He said the two were friends and he does not
believe that RAY killed KING. = Some of STEWART'S information
must be treated with some degree of cynicism. It is hard to

o OHD—LGB . @A

: 2 ~Crimy vl BI\I en)
| | el &;qmg Nulerd V|
@Bureau (Enc. 6) A~cilo -—\E’-ng ,

— Atlanta - : ?-26-2%
' P ITA o
/ ?B‘ éoﬁté& "F

‘%‘““?

| 12 SEP 28 1978

’ A -
TS
-

Transmitted

(Number) - (Time)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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AT 44-2386

believe that the two shared a cell together for over two years
and RAY never expressed a dislike for Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR., even though STEWART said RAY disliked blacks and Dr. KING
was the leading Civil Rights Activist at that time.

In view of STEWART'S belief that RAY is innocent,
it is highly unlikely, he would tend to incriminate RAY in
further Interview, say with the House Select Committee on
Assassinations, and he did not indicate that he knew who
might be responsible, if in fact anyone, in aiding RAY in his
escape or who might actually have assassinated Dr. KING.

STEWART indicated a willingness to talk to the
House Select Committee on Assassinations, however, he probably
wants to work some sort of deal with them and they should be
so advised before initiating any talks with him. At best,
STEWART may be able to provide insights into RAY'S thinking
and logic, since the two spent two years together, but it is
doubtful that he can provide any concrete information of
value to the Bureau.

2%
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMEJNT OF JU»VSTICE

. -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to ’ .
nk§:’ 7 _ Atlanta, Georgia

.~ September 18, 1978

ASSASSINATION. OF.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
- APRIL 4, 1968 -
MEMPHIS TENNESSEE

The Atlanta Office of the Federal Bureau of Investl—
gation (FBI) is in receipt of the following information:

__q_ﬁ_q_—_________._______—..____________'_.-____..._..______.._______

: This document contains neither recommendations .-nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your Agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your Agency. :

L/ 4 — 3860
USUR!

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

%
.
!
N




... % :FD-302(REV. 3-8-77) . N R : R

S R A Sl e e -
o e 'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' RS T S

~ » R .- 3N L o o N

Date of transcription 5/8/78 _

lLUELjﬁ, N

e inmate registration number
1e{~s al 'Ehe U.S. Penxtentlary, Atlanta,

, ’ :;[ to the U;S Bepartment of Jﬁstnmeahﬁ the -
House Selec ﬂbggxttee on Assassinatlons. Ty o

CR S?BEBR? at. the outset, adyzsed he &1d'nct szsh e
S to provide the Government with any: information if the Govern-
ment could not help him be relocated at the. Federal Correctxonal
. Institute in Memphis, T pnessee.> STEWART advised that he :
had receatiy ‘been turned: down By the. Bure&ﬁ*cfi?zxsons in -
~his request for transfer to- Kemphls», it was explazned
to him that the Federal Bureau of Investigat, n (FBI) .was -
not in a position to ‘authorize ‘and promise such tzansfer,r
o he hesxtatlngly agreed to answer some ‘gquestions. '

' s STE&ART a&v1sed that he and JAMES:- EARL RAY, con-
vxcted assassin of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., were cell-
mates together. at the Missouri State Prison , Jefferson City,

_gg§§gggli__STEWART;said ‘he and RAY wer: the Missouri S
Prison together from 1964 until October, 1967 when RAY escapea S
‘He said he and RAY became pretty close -friends,: the two . .~ - - o
, wo:king in the kitchen together at the Penitentiary in addxtzon
o sharlng -the same cell. STEHARf,saldﬂhe and RAY used- to :
“talk: ‘quite a bit about escaping.  RAY was 1nterested in- -
ebtalning false identification andréocaﬁentS'ts faczlxtate i
‘his getaway once he escaped from prison.. STEWART said he .
gave RAY aavxce on how to obtain-these documents. RAY never
'1, indicated to STEWART that he had- ang»oat ide: help in his
. ‘escape; but STEWART surmised that he did. STEWART d4id not
"~ know who this help might come from but was. certaxn 1t was 3
- _rnct RAE‘S brothers. N . i -

N STEHART said that beth he- and RAY expressed a L
strcng dxsllke for ‘blacks. RAY never said he disliked Dr. -
fIﬂ LETEER KIHG, JR., ané neve talkeé about kxlllag R

' ;MQ&Q@Q@m‘Q;797i2istti::“*gtlagta;fég" "F®#~At1anta,44-238617

ey SA JAMES T. PROCOPIO:CK} e oateactter $/8/178
B This: document contams neither recommeridations nor conc!uslons of the FB{ At s the property of the FB| and is Ioaned to’ your agency;

- »1t and |ts contents ave not to be dtstrlbuted outside your agency ST
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FM  MEMPHIS (44-1987-SUB M) (@) oo RECEED
2 E{é?;n S”ﬂ ;
T0 DIRECTOR (44-38861)  IMMEDIAZ&ELLIVVESTISATION

2l
MURICATIONS ssc 10N Re.

KANSpS CITY IMMEDIATE ez, Servs.

Training
R pubiic Aifs. Off.

BT ;"} : Telephone Rm.
& Directogs Sec’y

UNCLAS EF T 0

WFJATIN: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH. H He

NURKIN o

M

RE MEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALL TO KANSAS CITY AUG. 215 1578,
FOR INFO OF KANSAS CITY, ON AUG. 18, 1978, GENE BARKSDALE,
SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY, TENN., ADVISED THAT ON NIGHT OF AUG.
175 1978, HE RECEIVED TWwO TELEPHONE CALLS FROM BURGESS AUDIE
WILSON, yILSON, yHO waS FORMERLY IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL
GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS, TENN., WITH BARKSDALE, INFORMED THE
SHERIFF HE KILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING IN 1968 AT MEMPHIS
AND HIS DAUGHTER DROVE A WHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY, MO.,
TO MEMPHIS THREE DAYS PRIOR TO KING'S DEATH. HE WANTED TO
MEET BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISS., ON AUG. 18,
1978, AND suRRENDER. ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR WILSON TO MAKE
AN APPEARANCE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULEPORT, WHERE HE WAS CONTACTED
BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFF It -120 /(?/”“x

4%
62007 607>
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WILSON waS BORN FULTON, MISS. HE

RESIDED wITH HIS FpAMILY AT GOLDEN, MISS., UNTIL 1936 WHEN
THEY MOVED 10 ELDRIDGE, ALA. HE RESIDED AT ELDRIDGE UNTIL
MAY 2, 1947, WHEN HE ENTERED THE U« Seo AIR FORCE. HE WAS
HONORABLY DISCHARGED FROM THE AIR FORCE IN FEB., 1956, HE
aND HIS ywIFE BETTY LOU MOVED TO MEMPHIS IN 1958. HE LEFf
MEMP HIS , YEAR NOT FURNISHED, AND MOVED TO GRANDVIEW, MO., WHERE
HE BECAME A CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEE IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE
AND OPERATED A JEWELRY STORE. HE STAYED IN THE AIR FORCE
‘yNTIL §978. HE OPERATED a JEwELRY_STGRE IN THE KANSAS CITY
AREp FROM 1966 UNTIL 1978. WHEN INTERVIEWED BY BUAGENIS
AuG..IS, 1978, yILSON FURNiSHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
IN THE COURSE OF HIS JEWELRY STORE BUSINESS, HE MET A
WHITE MALE ITALIAN IN LATE 1968'S yHO OPERATED A JEWELRY TRADE
'SQGP ON WALNyT STREET IN KANSAS CITY. THIS MALE LATER
i iﬁTRODuCED HIM TO ANOTHER ITALIAN BY THE NAME OF MITCH (LNU)
WHO waS APPROXIMATELY 5°' 10" TALL, 190 LBS., BLACK WAVY HAIR,

—
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EAGE’THREE ME 44.1987-SyB M UNCLAS E F T O
AND HaD SOME BySINESS CONNECTION WITH A BONDING COMPANY.
: EITCH DELIVERED JEWELRY TO HIM FOR THE PURPOSE OF HAVING
STONES REMOVED FROM THE FITTINGS. QHE T0 THE VOLUME OF
JEWELRY MITCH wAS BRINGING TO HIM, HE ASKED MITCH ABOUT IT
aAND MITCH TOLD HIM IT WwAS STOLEN JEWELRY. MITCH INFORMED
HIM THAT HE, WILSON, WAS AS DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THE HANDLING
OF THE STOLEN JEWELRY AS HE, MITCH, WAS AND THIS RELATIONSHIP
CONTINyYyED WwITH MITCH yNTIL 197@. MITCH BROUGHT UP THE IDEA
OF KILLING MARTIN LUTHER KING, INFORMING WILSON THERE WAS A
$50,000 CONTRACT FOR KING AND THAT HE COULD GET THE MONEY
FOR WILSON IF HE KILLED KING. MITCH WAS WELL AWARE OFAWILSON'S
THOyYGHTS REGARDING KING AND THE BLACK CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT.

APPROXIMATELY FIVE OR SIX MONTHS BEFORE KING'S DEATH, WILSON
| COMMENCED GATHERING INFO RE HIS MOVEMENTS UTILIZING A RED'
-AND WHITE BONANZA AIRPLANE, REGISTRY NO. 34L, AND A CESSNA 3182,
TWIN ENGINE, BLUE AND WHITE AIRCRAFT.

MITCH FURNISHED WwILSON A JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE WHICH
WILSON GAVE TO HIS OLDER SON, STEVEN WAYNE-WILSON,,IN 1875,
DyRING THE TIME A GARBAGE STRIKE WAS IN PROGRESS IN MEMPHIS,

TENN., MITCH CALLED WILSON AT HIS STORE IN GRANDVIEW, MO., ASD
- INFORMED HIM KING waS COMING TO MEMPHIS FOR A RALLY AND

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE FOUR ME 44-1987-5uB M UNCLAS EF TGO ‘
INSTRyCTED WILSON TO GO TO MEMPHIS WHERE HE wWAS TO MEET
TyO MEN AT THE wONDER BAR AT THE CORNER OF SUMMER AVENUE
AND WHITE STATION ROAD. <WILSON FLEW TO MEMPHIS IN THE
BONANZA AIRCRAFT AND LANDED AT AN AIRPORT JUST NORTH OF
RALEIGH, TENN. HIS DAUGHTER, DEBRA, PICKED HIM UP AT THE
AIRPORT IN'HER 965 WHITE MUSTANG WHICH WILSON HAD PREVIOUSLY
BOyGHT FOR HER AND'NHICH WAS REGISTERED IN HIS NAME IN MO.
DEBRA WILSON aAND HER MOTHER, BETTY LOU, WERE AT THE
RESIDENCE OF WILSON'S FATHER-IN-LAW, 3095 RUSKI“ ROAD,
MEMPHIS, DyE TO A HEART ATTACK SUFFERED BY WILSON®*S FATHE&-IN-
LaW. ,
WwILSON WENI‘Tﬂ THE WONDER BAR WHERE HE WAS APPROACHED
BY TyO YHITE MEN, ONE HAVING AN ACCENT SIMILAR TO PUERTO
RICA“. THE TwO MEN.FURNISHED HIM WITH FBI CREDENTIAL WHICH
' HaD A BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO OF WILSON ON IT AND TOOK HIM TO
WHERE KING waS TO HOLD A RALLY. THEY TOLD HIM HE WAS TO BE
IN THE CROWD AT THE RALLY AND A DECOY SHOT WAS T0O BE FIRED
AND THEN HE wAS TO SHOOT. THEY TOLD HIM KING HAD A HABIT OF
RAISING HIS ARMS OVER HIS HEAD WHEN HE WAS MAKING A SPEECH AND
THE SECOND TIME HE DID SO THE SHOTS WERE TO BE FIRED.V

L--.--------r*
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ON THE DAY KING WAS KILLED, WILSON WAS IN THE CROWD
STANDING NEAR p wOOD FENSE APPROXIMATELY SIXTY FEET FROM
WHERE KING WwaS STANDING. WHEN KING RAISED HIS ARMS THE
SECOND TIME HE SHOT HIM.

WILSON HAD THE RIFLE STRAPPED TO HIS BELT UNDER A SUIT
COAT AND ATTACHED TO HIS BELT ON A SWIVEL. THE BARREL
PROTRyDED FROM BELOwW HIS COAT ByT NO ONE QUESTIONED HIM
CONCERNING IT, AFTER THE SHOOTING, HE WAS STOPPED BY THE
MEmsaxs POLICE .,uPON SHOWING THEM THE CREDENTIAL THEY LET HIM
GO. HE WALKED ON DOWN THE STREET APPROXIMATELY TWO BLOCKS
' WHERE HE HAD LEFT THE MUSTANG AND PROCEEDED TO HIS FATHER-IN-
LAY'S RESIDENCE. HIS DAUGHTER, DEBRA, THEN TOOK HIM TO THE
 AIRPORT AND HE FLEW BACK TO KANSAS.CITY, LANDING AT AN AIRPORT
ON THE KANSAS SIDE ON THE ROAD TO OLATHE, KANSAS, THIS AIRPORT
" WAS OPERATED BY (FNW) FISHER, FROM wﬁcm WILSON HAD PURCHASED
THE BONANZA AIRCRAFT. |
~ MITCH GAVE WILSON $25,000 IN $20 BILLS ABOUT ONE WEEK
BEFORE KING waS KILLED AND GAVE HIM ANOTHER $25,0800 AFTER THE
KILLING AT WHICH TIME wILSON RETURNED THE CREDENTIAL TO MITICH.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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| ITEMS FOUND IN yILSON'S WALLET INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING:
PRIVATE PILOT'S LICENSE NO. [ uNDER NAME BURGESS
" AUDIE WILSON, 13125 HERRICK AVE., GRANDVIEW, MO., GIVING HIM
AUTHORIZATION TO FLY SINGLE AND MULTI ENGINE AIRCRAFT ISSUED
BY THE Fap, OKLAHOMA CITY. -
RELATIVES OF WILSON DESCRIBE HIM AS A COMPULSIVE LIAR
WHO IS pNABLE TO DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN THE TRUTH AND FANTASY.
HE IS REPORTED TO BE AN EXTREMELY HEAVY DRINKER AND HIS
RELATIVES FEEL HE IS IN NEED OF PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT. |
KANSAS CITY, yILL ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH WILSON'S EMPLOYMENT
BY AIR FORCE RESERVE AND DUTY STATUS IN 1968, NOTING DR.
MARTIN LyTHER KING waS KILLED IN MEMPHIS ON APRIL 4, 1968.
WILL ATTEMPT THROUGH FORMER NEIGHBORS AND BUSINESS ASSOCIATES,
NOTING WILSON FORMERLY RESIDING 13125 HERRICK AVE., GRANDVIEW,
MO., AND ON BYERS STREET, GRANDVIEW, AND OPERATED A JEWELRY
BUSINESS IN KATZ DRuG STORE, KANSAS CITY, SPECIFIC ADDRESS
'NOT KNOWN, AND AT BELTON, MO., IN SMALL SHOPPING CENTER UNDER
NAME WILByR'S JEWELRY, ATIEMPT TO ESTABLISH HIS WHEREABOUTS
DyRING CRITICAL PERIOD, APRIL, 1968, WILL IDENTIFY AND LOCATE
(FNy) FISHER, wHO REPORTEDLY SOLD WILSON A PLANE AND ALLEGEDLY
OPERATED AIRPORT WHERE WILSON LANDED FOLLOWING KILLING OF DR. KING.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ATTEMPT TO LOCATE EXISTENCE OF JEWELRY TRADE SHOP ON
WALNyT STREET TO ESTABLISH OR REPUDIATE EXISTENCE OF INDIVIDUAL
AS DESCRIBED BY yILSON.

ALL PERSONS INTERVIEWED WHO HAVE PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF

WILSON SHOyLD BE QUESTIONED RE VERACITY OF WILSON'S ALLEGATIONS

AND PRESENCE IN MEMPHIS DURING THE CRITICAL PERIOD, APRIL 4, 1968,
BT

#
2332016 Hg 1}
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE N
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Copy to: 1l - United States Attorney, Memphis, Tennessee
Report of: SA RUSSELL E. KALIHER, JR. Office: HOUSTON

Date: September 9, 1978 ,

Field Office File #: LIi_1509 Bureau File #: 1414-38861
Title: MURKIN

Character:

Synopsis: Investigation at Liberty County, Texas, negative

regarding any information concerning a non child support warrant
issued at Cleveland, Texas. BOB SORRELL, former employee,
Hagler Aero Service, Charles W. Baker Airport, Millington,
Tennessee, interviewed and recalled that BILL WILSON flew

into the airport on two occasions, perhaps in 1968 or 1969.

Full scope of interview included in details.

- RUC -

DETATLS:

Investigation in this case was predicated upon
receipt of a communication from the Jackson Office of the
FBI requesting investigation at Cleveland, Texas, for full
details concerning a non child support warrant issued against
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., also known as BILL.

On August 19, 1978, LARRY ALLEN, Patrolman, Cleveland
. Texas Police Department, reviewed the files of the Cleveland
Police Department, but could locate no record identifiable
with BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., Date of Birth
ALLEN advised that if a non child support warrant were issued
in Cleveland, it was probably filed through the Cleveland City
Court and warrant issued by Judge GLEN JONES, City Judge.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outs ide your agency. FB1/D0OJ
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~”;.WILSON

i;ty Judge:,:ax
Clevelandfl'

.’LOUISE HOUGH"”
"~ o Secretary. .
-, JACK-HARTELL

County. Attorney

2. Liberty-County

{ leerty, Texas

YKOUISE MORRIS

;:ﬂleerty County Dlstrlct Court
",leerty County,’ ~ - R
gL
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| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION » i

Date of tronscription 9/9/78

BOB SORRELL, Route 1, Box 260, (Beaumont Colony),
Kountze, Texas, was contacted at his residence where he was
advised of the identity of Special Agent RUSSELL E. KALIHER,JR.
who identified himself as a Special Agent of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. He was advised that any information
he furnished could possibly be used in a court of law. SORRELL
was observed to be a white male, age 46, who exhibited no . E
physical or mental impairments which would prevent his testlfylng
in a court of law. SORRELL advised he preferred not to furnish

a signed statement but did furnish the following oral information:

SORRELL became personally acquainted with BILL WILSON,
through his, SORRELL's attendance at the Hollywood Baptist

- Church in Memphis, Tennessee, which was pastored by Brother

WILSON, father of BILL WILSON. SORRELL had no other association
with BILL WILSON except through contact at church. SORRELL
attended that church as a youngster and continued until

approximately 1958, when his family moved from the nelghborhood
and his attendance stopped :

He, SORRELL, had no other contact with BILL WILSON
untll after 1967 when SORRELL became employed at Hagler Aero
Service, Charles W. Baker Airport, Millington, Tennessee,
telephone number 872—2261."SQRRELL was employed part-time

~at Hagler until October or November, 1967 when he became a

full-time employee functioning as a lineman.

SORRELL recalled that sometime after becomeing a
full-time employee that BILL WILSON flew into the airport,
exact date unrecalled, in a twin Beechcraft (D-18) believed
to be red and white in color with possibly a blue stripe. :
SORRELL recalled that he, SORRELL, refueled this airplane, but
he cannot recall the time of day that WILSON arrived at the
airport.” As best recalled by SORRELL, WILSON was wearing
civilian clothing and paid cash for the fuel purchase. SORRELL
and WILSON had little conversation other than a routine greeting.
As best recalled by SORRELL, WILSON stayed overnight and left
the following day, time unknown. SORRELL does not know how
WILSON was transported from and to the airport.

i

Interviewed on —_ 8/22/78 oy Kountze . Texas Fite # _HQ 44-1509

SA RUSSELL E. KALTIHER, JR./1hh 8/24/78

by

Dote dictated

3

This document contams neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
vour agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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s Getober, 1976.
© drrival or departare of WILSOK
- visits aeﬁugﬁed in either: 1968:

inta pesse381on ‘of . the aircraft and does not know whether
. ft was leased. or owned by him. In recalling the.two visits
_"'hy'WILSGN SORRELL has -a fgut feeling” that ‘someone may have
_been with him on each occasion, but fhia is just 4 feeling .
on his part and he can supply no infe ic th;
SQERELL had no 1nformation abe ;

‘f’feeling.;

' although e does not kncw the type.; He may have reeelved thls
- informatien from one of WILSON's sisters, names “unrecalled. S

; ﬂﬁThréﬁgh eontaet with WILSON ‘at chuveh, WILSON. 1m? resgsed SGRRELL

/ ~guy who always had'a “big deal’, ‘"kind of a -
. eori man” gersonaizty“ &gain and it may have. been one of WILSON’
- gigters who mentioned it, SORRELL got. the. impression that S
_ 'WILSON had been arrested: and received time or- an:unknown offense._ s
. SORRELL advised that contact with WILSON's:gisters was always = .

E hareh‘ He again stated that he has a “gut feellng“ that one “l:;j
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! 7 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
’{P' E}{EPORTING OFFICE ‘ OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD
7" KANSAS CITY MEMPHIS 9/13/78 8/21/78 - 9/7/78
/”'ﬁ-T]:E OF C)\SE REPORT.MADE BY TYPED BY
(MURKIN SA DANIEL BELLICH | cje
/ CHARACTER OF CASE

CIVIL RIGHTS

REFERENCES: Memphis teletype to Director and Kansas City, 8/21/78. 5
Memphis telephone call to Kamsas City, 8/21/78. (IO) g2
Jackson teletype to Director, Kansas City, and
Memphis, 8/22/78.
Kansas City teletype to Director and Memphis, 8/24/78.
Kansas City teletype to Director and Memphis, 8/24/78. ¢
Bureau telephone call to Kansas City, 8/30/78 and 8/31/78%{

-RUC-
H s \_’)
ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED ) NENE ACQUIT-lcase was BEEN:
convic.|BRETR AklFue. FINES) SAVINGS recoveries | TALS
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR K JYEs []No
PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MCN THS Kves [Ino
.3
Vg-f\ N AT DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW oy
COFIES MADE: f/ % - 3? fé}gf 1{’ Kgf\ly .
Bureau (44-388617 ; ?t? v v ST [
-Memphis (44-1987) (SUB M) — gl']-%
(1-USA, Memphis, Tennessee) 3 S
1-Kansas City (44-760) 16 STP 35 1972
_ ;\
Cy

- DisseminationRecord of Attacked Report _~ ~ "\ | Notations

T L O] e AL

Request Recd. | P o~
S\ S
_

Lo

Date Fwd. q‘k\‘ 3( \ .
Z é%\(}\%\m s

/5 — i % A¥ 3—16—82169-1  GPO
10CT 17 @5%“\ \) cover Pace e
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' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE “
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' '

Copy to: 1 - USA, Memphis, Tennessee

Report ofs SA DANIEL BELLICH | Office. . KANSAS CITY

Date: - 9/13/78 : . :

Field Office File #: K'C 44 ~T760 R Bureau File #: 44 !38861

Title: MURKIN S

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS

Synopsis. On August 18, 1978, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON turned himself

over to FBI Agents of the Jackson, Mississippi, Office.
WILSON:alleged that he murdered MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
At the time of KING's death, WILSON resided at 13125
Herrick Avenue, Grandview, Missouri. During the same
period of time, WILSON owned a jewelry store in Belton,
Missouri, called Wilburs Jewélry Store. As a result .
of d01ng business as a jeweler, he met MITCH ZAMMAR
who he a¥leges gave him a Japanese Sniper Rifle wiéh,.
which he killed KING. ZAMMAR admitted knowing who WILSON
was, however, he said he does not know anything about
WILSON's" involvement with the assassination of KING,
ZAMMAR only met WILSON once as a result of selling WILSON
a diamond ring. ZAMMAR said that he had five brothers
who are now all deceased. He said that his brother, JIM,
had a scar on his face as a result of an injury sustained
as a-infant. WILSON also alleges that a LOU CREWS of
Crews Jewelry Store, Grandview, Missouri, engineered the
assassination of KING. CREWS died of cancer on August 22,
1978, before he could be interviewed. According to FAA.
records, WILSON purchased a Bonanza Airplane #4434L° from
FISHER Sales and Services on June 6, 1968. DON FISHER,

of Fisher Sales and Services, purchased this plane on

May 27, 1968, from a CORNIE C. MILLER, 9618 Sagamore, .
Kansas City, Missouri. WILSON alleges he used this plane
to fly from Kansas City to Memphis. FISHER said that -
prior to the time that WILSON purchased the plane from
him, WILSON rented the plane from him on numerous o
occasions., FISHER said that MILLER, the previous owner,
never rented the plane to anyone while he was the owner.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency it and lts contents
" are not to be distributed outside your agency.

U.S.GP0:1975-0-575-841 .
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

:7‘;1 D;;e of tr;nscnptlon 8/2&' /78 —

-

o ST Afte? being advised of the identity of the o Ce T B

’-,flnterviewing Agent, DON FISHER, Fisher Sales and Services, k;{:f'f,‘i
‘State Line- Airport, ‘Leawood; Kansas, telephene,éSi :

;g;pro”ided the follawing 1nfarmation,%_ c s

gor i ﬁ*z,FISHE 'p&?chased State Line Airpert in 1964.” S ok
 He remembered: the sale of a Model G #56 Bonanza to WILSON. - . . *
- He 'said he: does not remember the exact date, however, He . L
said.he remembers the sale of the plaae te WILSON because S
oa retired executive for Héstern Auto- Supply- Ce.: FISHER Tl
}inéic&ted that MILLER baaed the plane at State Line Airpert

R FISHER thinks that.HILSG .;nanced thg plane
) with the Johnson County Bank. in Kansas and-thinks that R
- 'WILSON had a partner nameé LQU CREHS, wha owns Crews Jewelers,':: -
Grandview, Missouri S Lt : -

S . FISHER indicated that he thinks HILSGN ﬁas a ;;'*.j S IR
‘ ?,ﬁShriner'and also that WILSON drank a lot. ° FISHER said he e
" thinks WILSON was a jeweler in Grandview, Missouri. He - PR
.. - could :not recall whether he cwned the jewelry store or if
-f:}he worked fﬁr anather campany.‘- , o

ol FISﬁER mdizat.eé that a_irpgit;*keefps‘ ne ;-'emgs
'Of lané:mgs OP ﬁamff3$ “ >~,— S . ) V, 7 ,. ; ) : ,:z,. 2

o FISHER said that if he cannet be contacted at State
~-Line Airport, he will be at the Lake of the Ozarks elephone
_3314/8?3-5166 sl L - B

F,,e# xc 44-760

=7 - Investigation on o

i f""SA».I').ANIEL BEx;:;‘xc;é -1kc | r,“,m, 8/23/78

vas document contains nenther recommendattons nor conclusuons of the. FBl lt is me property of the FBI and is (oaned to ygur agency RETERE
. lt and «ts contents are not to be distnbuted outsude your agency PR o
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S G e

Date- gff transcripfion

; ,_ élaﬂ?Q
' HARB BUSH iperson in ch" ge- of &n'plane '»loans, ,

ctfnson County Bank,. Kansas, ‘telephone 362<7000, after . bemg g
adrzised of ’che 1den*ti,_f of mterviewing Agen t, proviéed the

pla:ne purchased from’ FISEER_. in. 1968. 5

; reccrds show. that a Credit® Bureau :check
1968, ‘He also indicated th*t, ihe
June 6y 1968. o _ e

was made on: June 5,
 -11> f.'_sale was dated

BUSH said that WILSON’S applmant for the loan
lis hed his residence as. 13125 Herr'i

f}randview, Mlsseurl‘
It listed his employment as owner *
telephone 331-2500.

BUSH indlcate' tha 3
- on’ the applieatienh,,-_ TR

, BUSH indicated that WILSON s:.gned a seeurit .
agreement on June By 1968 _al‘ongq th ‘LoU" CREWS;,
' and WILSON as par*tners. -

the' plane was 553 North Scc

3.nézcated thai; ther
was. there an addres

BUSH 1n 1cated3that there is ‘a

,"ette:? in ‘the flle
dated November 22, 1968, Stating that WILSGR and CREHS
transferred all rights m the Bonanza #64

BUSH :uadlcaf:ed that WILSGN, on 0 tobep'i»gt -»'_,; Sl L
9““31"3595 4-1968 Thunderbird from Paul Ford Sales, Inc., Kansas

Clty, Missouui, VIN 8‘.{831\1138079.
- .of loan was’ Ostnber 8, 1968.

“BUSH indicated that the date
He 1nd1cated ﬁ_;a; :

. lnvéstigation on <

Thns document contams ne:ther recommendatueas ner cenclusmns ‘of me FB! lt is the Droperty of the FB! and |s Ioaned to your agency
it and ns centents are not ta be d(stnbuted eutsme your agency
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AN - T Ui LN o CeeET N 3 Ay
o ' - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ,

1 8/24178

) Date of transcrrptaon

gezxt ELLA BAHKER, clerk Grandvieﬁ, Hissou?i, Police
,Bepartmeng, telephene ?63-3960, previéed the ollowing

-"r:v_,’,-':?v’that. she is not aw.are e

8/21{78 ' Kansas City, Missouri - RC 44-T760

1*SA DANIEL BELLICH - tke — Vs/rzzfjs

[ vpt— e e e e e __.Date dictated-

Th:s document contams ne:ther recommendat:ons nar: conclus:ons ‘of the FBI ft.is the property of the FBl.and |s Ioaned to your agency;
it and |t5 contents are not to be dlstnbuted outsnde your agency :
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

- “Date:of _fréqscriﬁgigﬁ -y

mterviettiag Agent, a&s@m ELLzs Court Clerk, 1ew,
';63-3990, pmn.de, the followi&g

LLIS ;méicated that on Augtfst. 9, 1969, LSON -
cket for not: displaying a city sticker. WL
on August 26;  1969.  ELLIS said that" HILSQN
er violations, erlml traf’fzc ‘o miscellaneous.
ELLIS ‘also. indicated that she tioes not have any information
L rega!*éiﬁg HILSBﬂ*s plaee ef emp{toymenh : , :

L lavestigation on w

) . i nd itst contents are not to be dustnbuted eutsnde your agﬂncy

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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.. FD-302 (REV. 3-8-77) - “ - L '

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

/718

fjwe

! Date of transcription

After belng adv1sed of the ldentlty of the 1nterv1ew1ngr'
Agent, VINCE -HARRISON; Manager, Champer of Cominerce, Grandv1ew,r*9'*
" Missouri, telephone 761~ 6505, telephen1cally-grov1ded the
fcllow1ng 1nformatlan S .

R ; HARRISON 1ndlc‘ted that hey - had two people that
'can be contacted who ‘knew . BURGESS™ AUDIE WILSON.  The first:
being JOHN CAMPBELL, Chief of. Pollce, Grandview Pollce De= -
partment Grandv1ew, Mlssourl, telephone 763-3900. The .
second person is SAM- LICKTEIG, telephone ‘765-1991. HARRISON
said that LICKGEIG was on the City: Counsel when WILSON ran
for Mayor of Grandv1ew in 1969.;- ' , SR

8/23/78 ~ Ransas City, Missouri T KC 44-7600

T lnvest:ganon on

fﬁéAsDANféi BE?LIéEt*:ék»z?i,é.,“*ér,,ﬂf*'fi*f5'ff9230758'*% o

L by ‘Date dictated = &

o Thls document contams neither- recommendatlons nor- concluswns of the. FBI lt |s the property{
: :It and lts contents are nct to-be- dismbuted outslde your agency : :

5% the FB! and is-[oarnied to-vour agehg:y; -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

) 9/7/78

Date of transcnptvon -

L . After belng adv1sed of the 1dent1ty of the 1nterv1ew1ng
: jAgent,_SAM LICKTEIG,- telephone 765—1991, prov1ded the follow1ng
R ﬁlnformatlon. f*,g' o : _.,_77,_,_7 Fogln _J_’_, 7 z,::p n?l”

rjﬂywhen WILSON was -a caadldate for M yor: 1n71969.; He sald that
“ARNOLD. HOLTON ran- agalnst WxLSON and HOLTOH\won the electlon j;ﬁ
by‘a landsllde‘ & S o i . o

R LICKTEIG feels that’ WILSON ‘was very strange. JHe - 7 L

v sald that’ 'WILSON kept a consignment of diamonds in his house, LT

- and- that he was burglarized on what ‘seeemed to be a regular , EORE

- basis.. LICKTEIG stated he does not -know. how: he stayed in ,a

> " business with allwhlsfburglarles. He a150>sa1d that. WILSON
'ﬁ,'appeared to be hav1ng'fam11y problems.;~{f . . .

"

S R .'_' LICKTEIG‘sald that-WILSON lost the‘Mayor electlon by
R - B larqe volume -and does ‘not know if anyone. backed" him up. He '~
.~ does not know " ‘1 LOU CREWS was ‘involved: w1th the electlon. R S N
.+ LICKTEIG sald that ene~of WILSON s campalgn stands ‘was as S
“ ;fgllowsr Y. Se il o : £ B E ‘i o =

“To oppose school dlstrlct consolldatlon, consolldatlon o
would ‘mean .our, children could ‘and ‘would be transported o —1: S
‘- other schools 10 to 15 miles away’, and: ther chlldren from jgz;

- Kansas Clty transported to our schools. L '

T o LICKTEIG sald that WILSOH attended Unlver51ty of
Tennes‘»e.i ‘He also ‘said that WILSON was a: member of the ,
Kansas Clty Masenlc Lodge. U R

Lo % 8/23/78 . R aneag Gty MiBEOREL it e e e e AASTED
Jnvestigation on ::’[ '/"f”, R L_Kansas.C1ty!;MLSsourlsEmgus~»vac 44-760
" SA DANIEL BELLICH -~ dk  © . . &= ' = -g8/30/78
f e . — —— e Date dictated SR
| L e L8 s DR
‘VTrns document contams neither recommendatuons nor condusnons of the FB! ‘It isithe nvréneir;ciféf theFB¢ a};d isvlo{a"nre'&:toyoar-a'geln'c-y- -
. it and its contents are not to be: dcstnbuted outsu:e your- agency : . . o =
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